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The Analyst
Friday, 4 December 2009
Liberia: Prosecutors in Taylor's Trial Ordered
Special Court for Sierra Leone judges has ordered prosecutors to disclose to the defense all new
documents that they intend to use in the cross-examination of former Liberian president Charles Taylor
who is responding to charges that he was involved in a joint criminal enterprise with rebel forces who
waged an 11-years rebel war in Sierra Leone.
In delivering the Chamber's ruling, presiding judge Justice Richard Lussick pointed that the prosecution's
"piece mill disclosure of individual documents" was unacceptable.
"This cannot be allowed to continue and the Chamber needs to set out a disclosure regime," Justice
Lussick said. The order came in the wake of Monday's decision by the judges in response to prosecution's
request to use "new evidence" in the form of documents to impeach Mr. Taylor's credibility as a witness
in his own defense.
In the said decision, the judges ordered that documents which are meant to impeach the credibility of Mr.
Taylor can be used by the prosecution without the need to disclose said documents to the defense. These
documents will be dealt with on a case by case basis, the judges ordered.
The judges further ordered that all documents which have probative value to the guilt of the accused must
be disclosed to the defense before they could be used by the prosecution in cross-examining Mr. Taylor.
When cross-examination resumed this morning, Mr. Taylor's defense counsel objected to the use of a
bundle of bank documents which prosecutors sought to cross-examine Mr. Taylor on in order to establish
that Mr. Taylor was not truthful in his direct-examination about various bank accounts which he is alleged
to have had before his detention by the Special Court for Sierra Leone.
Mr. Taylor's defense counsel said the team had not been given sufficient time to study the said bank
documents. Mr. Taylor's defense asked to be given up to Monday to study the said documents. The judges
granted the defense application.
Lead prosecutor Ms. Brenda Hollis, addressing the judges, agreed that to avoid further misunderstanding
of the judges' order, all documents, whether intended for use to impeach Mr. Taylor's credibility or to
point at Mr. Taylor's guilt will be disclosed to the defense.
Addressing all the parties, Justice Lussick made the following orders:
All such documents should be disclosed to the defense by close of business day on Tuesday, and
Prosecution should give 24hrs notice to the defense of documents it intends to use for cross-examination
on a particular day."
Mr. Taylor is on trial for his alleged role in supporting RUF rebels who waged an 11-years rebel war in
Sierra Leone. Crimes committed by the rebels ranged from amputation of civilian limbs, to rape,
recruitment of child soldiers and murder. Mr. Taylor is accused of involvement in a joint criminal
enterprise with the RUF rebels. He has denied all the allegations against him. Mr. Taylor's crossexamination continues on Monday.
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At the same time, Prosecutors Wednesday questioned former Liberian president Charles Taylor on his
decision to grant Liberian citizenship to Sierra Leonean rebel forces who relocated to Liberia in December
1999 after falling out with the Sierra Leonean rebel group's hierarchy.
Mr. Taylor has stated in his direct-examination that when Sierra Leone's notorious rebel commander Sam
Bockarie became a hindrance to the peace process in the country and eventually fell out with
Revolutionary United Front (RUF) leader Foday Sankoh, West African leaders took a decision to get Mr.
Bockarie out of Sierra Leone and have him relocated to Liberia.
As Mr. Bockarie departed Sierra Leone for Liberia, hundreds of his loyal rebel fighters followed him to
Liberia. Prosecution witnesses have testified that Mr. Bockarie relocated to Liberia on the invitation of
Mr. Taylor. The former Liberian leader has denied these assertions.
Mr. Taylor has stated that upon arrival in Liberia, Mr. Bockarie and his rebel followers were all granted
Liberian citizenship before Mr. Bockarie's followers were recruited into Liberia's Anti-Terrorist Unit
(ATU).
During his cross-examination today, prosecution counsel Mr. Nicholas Koumjian asked Mr. Taylor under
what authority he had granted Liberian citizenship to Mr. Bockarie.
"Under the constitution of Liberia and long standing practice," Mr. Taylor responded.
When the Liberian constitution was presented to Mr. Taylor, the former president referred the court to
Chapter 4, Article 27, sub-sections (b) and (c) and explained that"the constitution does not spell out
exactly but statutes are enacted." The former president read sub-sections (b) and (c) of the above Article
of the Constitution which provide that:
In order to preserve, foster and maintain the positive Liberian culture, values and character, only persons
who are Negroes or of Negro descent shall qualify by birth or by naturalization to be citizens of Liberia.
The Legislature shall, adhering to the above standard, prescribe such other qualification criteria for and
the procedures by which naturalization may be obtained.
Mr. Taylor told the court that "based on those provisions and the legal advice that I received and based on
long standing practice from President Tubman, I had the right to grant citizenship." Mr. Koumjian
referred Mr. Taylor to a document titled An Act to Establish Citizenship and Naturalization Law of 1973
and amended in 1974.
Mr. Taylor immediately raised concerns about the document, saying "I don't know when this document
was published. Laws are amended but at the time I was president and the legal advice that was given to
me was this particular practice and so I'll want to look at the Title 3 of the Liberian Code of Laws of 1956.
Justice Julia Sebutinde intervened to say that the 1973 Act (as amended in 1974) makes clear that Title 3
had been repealed and was replaced by Title 4. Reading from Article 21 of the 1973 Act (as amended in
1974), Mr. Koumjian explained that sub-sections (a) and (b) make clear that a person becomes qualified
for naturalization as a Liberian citizen if he has maintained continued lawful residence in the country for
at least two years, and that the person has resided in the country from the day of filing the petition to the
day the citizenship is granted.
"I am not a lawyer. I was president. I was given legal advice by my lawyers. So it's unfair for me to
answer questions on these legal documents when i am not a lawyer," Mr. Taylor responded.
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Mr. Taylor further explained that exceptional circumstances gave the president the power to grant
citizenship to certain persons and that "it was within the context of peace in Sierra Leone that these
exceptional circumstances arose." Mr. Koumjian also read provisions of Liberian laws that for a person to
be lawfully admitted into the country, he must have "been and still is of good moral character in
accordance with the constitution of Liberia."
"Do you consider Mr. Bockarie to be of good moral character?" Mr. Koumjian asked Mr. Taylor. "I
cannot pass that judgment. Under normal circumstances, I'll say no but under exceptional circumstances, I
am not in a position to make that judgment," Mr. Taylor responded.
When asked by the presiding judge Justice Richard Lussick to give a more direct answer to the question,
Mr. Taylor said "I'll say he was a person of good moral background." The former president, however,
added that "I did not look at that. I did not evaluate him on that background but the circumstances on
which he entered Liberia."
Mr. Koumjian further read that the president can waive the two years residency requirement for
naturalization but the person for whom the provision is waived will still be required to "make and file a
petition with his own handwriting" and sign a declaration that he does not favor anarchy and wishes to
become a citizen of Liberia.
"Did Mr. Bockarie sign a declaration?" Mr. Koumjian asked Mr. Taylor. "I don't know. I had an advice
from the Ministry of Justice that I had the authority to do this. I had to assume that they filed a declaration
of intention," the former president responded.
Asked further whether Mr. Bockarie took an "oath of allegiance" as required by law, Mr. Taylor said that
"I'll assume that he did so with the appropriate agencies of government." In proving their case that Mr.
Taylor occupied a position of superior authority over RUF rebels, prosecutors have led evidence on the
relationship that existed between the former Liberian president and RUF commander Mr. Bockarie.
Prosecution witnesses have testified that Mr. Bockarie consulted Mr. Taylor before undertaking any major
operation in Sierra Leone and that based on the former president's advice, Mr. Bockarie sent rebel forces
to attack the diamond mines in Sierra Leone as well as the country's capital Freetown in 1998 and 1999
respectively.
Witnesses have further testified that when Mr. Bockarie fell out with the RUF leadership in December
1999, Mr. Taylor invited him to Liberia because he had better use for him. According to witness'
testimonies, Mr. Taylor sent Mr. Bockarie to attack Ivory Coast and when the rebel commander attempted
to return to Liberia after his assignment in Ivory Coast, he was executed by Liberian forces on Mr.
Taylor's orders. Mr. Taylor has dismissed these claims as "lies."
Also in cross-examination, prosecutors sought to present several documents to impeach Mr. Taylor's
credibility as a witness. This action was taken pursuant to the Trial Chamber's decision issued yesterday
which granted the prosecution's request to submit "new documents" but only to impeach Mr. Taylor's
credibility.
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Cocorioko
Monday, 7 December 2009
The Prosecution's cross-examination of Charles Taylor through December 7, 2009
Written by Jeremy Waiser
The Prosecution’s Cross-Examination of Charles Taylor
Through 7 December 2009
The Accused, Charles Taylor, has been testifying on crossexamination by the Prosecution since 10 November 2009. The
below are transcript excerpts of some of the more interesting
and compelling moments from the cross so far. These include:
• Mr. Taylor’s claims concerning violence and atrocities in
Liberia and Sierra Leone
• His alleged support for the rebels in Sierra Leone
• Bribes paid to officials in other countries to buy weapons
PHOTO : FORMER LIBERIAN REBEL LEADER AND
EX-PRESIDENT CHARLES TAYLOR IN HANDCUFFS AFTER HIS ARREST FOR ALLEGED WAR
CRIMES
• His alleged use of child soldiers
• Mr. Taylor as a leader – not sharing the hardships of his soldiers, not being on the front lines
• Taylor allegedly having personal bank account(s) taking money that should have gone to the Liberian treasury, or
by corrupt means; in addition, the use of Citibank in New York as a correspondent bank.
Two Prosecution attorneys have conducted the cross-examination of Mr. Taylor: Brenda Hollis, the Principal Trial
Attorney, and Nicholas Koumjian, a Senior Trial Attorney. The trial adjourned on 7 December and will resume on
11 January. When court resumes, the Prosecution will continue to make use of documents to challenge Mr. Taylor’s
credibility and show he was not truthful during his direct testimony. The Prosecution’s right to do so under the
established principles of international law was affirmed by the Judges in their ruling on the use of such materials on
1 December.
In addition, here are a few quotes from the Acting Prosecutor, Joseph Kamara:
• “Given the length of Mr. Taylor’s direct-examination, there are many issues for us to explore. We certainly don’t
intend to take as long as the 13 weeks the Defence took. But it’s important that we fully test Mr. Taylor’s stories
and account.”
• “We are pleased to have begun our cross in earnest, and to be challenging the Accused with documents to show he
has not been truthful in this courtroom.”
• “We’ve tested the credibility of Mr. Taylor’s claims on a number of fronts, and our cross has only just begun. He
challenged us to bring forth evidence of the wealth he accumulated while in power. We were pleased to do this.
And throughout our cross we will confront his claim that he was a peacemaker in Sierra Leone. Our evidence shows
just the opposite.”
• “We are very pleased with where the trial is now, as we break for the holiday recess. And we’re very much
looking forward to confronting Mr. Taylor with more material as soon as trial resumes on January 11.”
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Daily Observer (Liberia)
Monday, 7 December 2009
Judges Allow Use of ‘New Evidence’ in Case against Taylor

THE HAGUE – Special Court for
Sierra Leone Judges last Friday
ordered prosecutors to disclose to
the defense all new documents
intend for use in the crossexamination of former Liberian
president, Charles Taylor.
Taylor is responding to charges that
he was involved in a joint criminal
enterprise with neighboring rebel
forces who waged an 11-year
conflict in Sierra Leone.
In delivering the Chamber’s ruling,
presiding judge, Justice Richard
Lussick said that the prosecution’s “piecemeal disclosure of individual documents” was unacceptable.
“This cannot be allowed to continue and the Chamber needs to set out a disclosure regime,” Lussick said.
Friday’s order came in the wake of Monday’s decision by the judges to allow “new evidence” in the case against
Taylor, who is testifying as a witness in his own defense. In their decision, the judges ordered that the documents,
which are meant to impeach Taylor’s credibility, can be used by the prosecution without the need to disclose the
documents to the defense. “These documents will be dealt with on a case-by-case basis,” the judges ordered.
The judges further ordered that all documents which have probative value to the guilt of the accused must be
disclosed to the defense before they could be used by the prosecution in cross-examination of the witness.
During cross-examination Friday morning, Taylor’s defense counsel objected to the use of a bundle of bank
documents regarding which prosecutors sought to question Taylor in order to establish that he had not been truthful
during his direct-examination about various bank accounts he is alleged to have had before his detention by the
Special Court for Sierra Leone.
Taylor’s lawyer said his team had not been given sufficient time to study the bank documents and asked to be given
until Monday to study the documents. The judges granted the defense’s application.
Lead prosecutor, Brenda Hollis, addressing the judges, agreed that to avoid further misunderstanding of the judges’
orders, all documents, whether intended for use to impeach Taylor’s credibility or to prove guilt, will be disclosed
to the defense.
Addressing all parties, Justice Lussick made the following orders:
“1. All such documents should be disclosed to the defense by close of business day on Tuesday, and
2. Prosecution should give 24 hours’ notice to the defense of documents it intends to use for cross-examination on a
particular day.”
Taylor is on trial for his alleged role in supporting RUF rebels, who waged an 11-year war in Sierra Leone. Crimes
committed by the rebels ranged from amputation of civilians’ limbs to rape, recruitment of child soldiers and
murder. Taylor is accused of involvement in a joint criminal enterprise with the RUF rebels. He has denied all the
allegations against him.
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New Democrat (Monrovia)
Tuesday, 8 December 2009
Liberia: I Was Not a Soldier
The cross examination of Mr. Charles Taylor is taking more dramatic turns and twists, as prosecutors dig into his
war years, accusing him of sending scores of fighters in battles, many child soldiers, while he sat in comfortable
surroundings.
There have been claims that Mr. Taylor show his military prowess on the airwaves, mainly the BBC, on which he
announced his military feat from afar while claiming to be at the front.
But responding to prosecutor's query that he never shared the ordeals of soldiers as the late Gen. Thomas
Quwiwonkpa did, and that he was never at the battle fronts, Taylor answered:
"No, but you were talking about soldiers. In the first place, I'm not a soldier, never taken military training. You
spoke about soldiers caring for their men, I agree. Now you've put me-I have not, have never been- have never
taken military training, so I'm not a soldier."
Comparing Mr. Taylor to the late General Quiwonkpa who was assassinated by former Liberian president Samuel
Doe after a failed coup attempt, prosecution counsel Nicholas Koumjian told Mr. Taylor that the late General was
popular among his troops because he was a fighter, unlike Mr. Taylor.
"Thomas Quiwonkpa was admired, and in fact, you could even say, would you agree, loved by many of the soldiers
under him? And this is because soldiers admire and respect those leaders who share the hardships and risks of
combat with them, correct?" Mr. Koumjian asked Mr. Taylor.
In his response, Mr. Taylor said "Yes, I would agree."
When Mr. Koumjian pushed Mr. Taylor further to answer whether he shared the risks and hardships with his
soldiers, the former president eventually said "oh, I do. Oh, I do."
Mr. Koumjian told Mr. Taylor that "You stay behind the lines in your executive mansions while you send young
men and women to fight." Mr. Taylor dismissed the prosecutor's assertion as "totally incorrect."
Mr. Taylor agreed with Mr. Koumjian that he has never been to the front line. "I have not been on the front line but
I was under fire because I was on the ground," Mr. Taylor said.
"As the leader, my protection was-my protection was very important. I must admit, I was very well protected and
would have been stupid if I didn't," he added.
On Wednesday, prosecutors questioned Mr. Taylor on his decision to grant Liberian citizenship to Sierra Leonean
rebel forces who relocated to Liberia in December 1999 after falling out with the Sierra Leonean rebel group's
hierarchy.
Mr. Taylor has long stated in his direct-examination that when Sierra Leone's notorious rebel commander Sam
Bockarie became a hindrance to the peace process in the country and eventually fell out with Revolutionary United
Front (RUF) leader Foday Sankoh, West African leaders took a decision to get Mr. Bockarie out of Sierra Leone
and have him relocated to Liberia. As Mr. Bockarie departed Sierra Leone for Liberia, hundreds of his loyal rebel
fighters followed him to Liberia. Prosecution witnesses have testified that Mr. Bockarie relocated to Liberia on the
invitation of Mr. Taylor. The former Liberian leader has denied these assertions.
Mr. Taylor has stated that upon arrival in Liberia, Mr. Bockarie and his rebel followers were all granted Liberian
citizenship before Mr. Bockarie's followers were recruited into Liberia's Anti-Terrorist Unit (ATU). In crossexamining Mr. Taylor, Mr. Koumjian read from various portions of Liberian legislation dealing with Liberian
citizenship and pointed out that Mr. Taylor flouted the legal procedures to grant citizenship to the Sierra Leonean
rebels. Mr. Taylor responded that he acted on the advice of his lawyers.
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United Nations

Nations Unies

United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL)
UNMIL Public Information Office Media Summary 08 December 2009
[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.]

International Clips on Liberia

In Liberia rape is still a weapon of choice
MONROVIA, Dec 8, 2009 (AFP) -Weeping as she speaks, the teenager said that she was raped while
selling peanuts to help pay for her school fees. The man who attacked her in the Liberian capital of
Monrovia lured her into a room by saying he had left his money there. "He grabbed my hands and
forced me into the room," the 14 year-old said in tears. "I started to cry for help. He told me that I
was shouting for nothing because he was 'untouchable'." The young girl, who did not want to give
her name, said she did not stop screaming. "After he finished I was still shouting. That's how one big
man working for the government, who was passing, forced the door open. And they arrested him.
But he had already done what he wanted," she added. She has come here to a clinic of the
international medical charity Doctors Without Borders (Medecins Sans Frontieres or MSF) for a free
test for HIV, the virus that causes Aids, and for counselling to help her cope with the trauma. Her
story is a depressingly common one here where 80 per cent of rape cases reported to MSF clinics in
the country involve children, said Theresa Saday, supervisor of the group's sexual violence
programme in Liberia.

Personal Bank Account In Charles Taylor’s Name Was A 'Covert'
Account Operated On Behalf Of The Government Of Liberia, He
Says

Dec 08, 2009 (CharlesTaylorTrial.org/All Africa Global Media via COMTEX) -- A bank account opened
in Charles Taylor's name and worth millions of dollars was operated to fund "covert" operations on
behalf of the government of Liberia - it was not a personal account used to squirrel away money for
himself from activities including the trading of arms in exchange for Sierra Leone's diamonds, as
prosecutors' allege - the accused former Liberian president told the Special Court for Sierra Leone
today. Prosecutors today challenged Mr. Taylor on the truthfulness of this claim. "This account is a
covert account opened by the government of Liberia at this time. It had to be opened in my name,"
Mr. Taylor told the judges today when confronted by prosecutors about the existence of an account
in his name.

International Clips on West Africa

Sierra Leone
President Challenged on Corruption

Freetown, Dec 08, 2009 (Inter Press Service/All Africa Global Media via COMTEX) -- The country's
president has failed to meet his electoral commitment of running a transparent and accountable
government, free of tribalism and regionalism, opposition parties say. The leader of the country's
main opposition party, the Sierra Leone People's Party (SLPP), John Benjamin, has written an open
letter to President Ernest Bai Koroma, and circulated it to foreign diplomats and donor
representatives, accusing the president of nepotism and failing to tackle corruption. The letter is a
strong indictment of Koroma, who promised a new break in the politics of Sierra Leone. It has
alerted not only the local population grappling with bread-and-butter survival, but also the
international donor community to widespread graft and poor governance.
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Guinea
Guinea accuses France of complicity in shooting

English Politics News Date: December 08, 2009 CONAKRY, Guinea_Guinea's communications
minister on Tuesday accused the French secret service of being complicit in an assassination attempt
against the West African country's leader. Former colonial power France called the allegations
"absurd rumors." The comments come after commando units loyal to the wounded leader of
Guinea's military junta swept through neighborhoods near the capital, arresting civilians believed to
have ties to the renegade soldier accused of trying to assassinate Capt. Moussa "Dadis" Camara.
Minister of Communications Idrissa Cherif said Tuesday that France may be harboring renegade
soldier Lt. Abubakar "Toumba" Diakite in the French Embassy in Conakry. Camara, who seized power
in a coup a year ago, called French Foreign Minister Bernard Kouchner's comments an "affront to the
dignity" of African people in an interview with France24 radio and television.

Cote d'Ivoire
Security Council calls for credible polls

afrol News, 8 December - The UN Security Council has urged Ivorian authorities to hold credible
presidential elections at the earliest date possible, after the West African state postponed the muchdelayed polls. The statement followed the Council’s closed-door meeting with Under-SecretaryGeneral for Peacekeeping, Alain Le Roy, who briefed members on the conclusion of the sixth meeting
of the permanent consultative framework of the Ouagadougou Agreement, the 2007 blueprint for
political reconciliation in Côte d’Ivoire. The council noted the postponement of the first round of
presidential elections which had been scheduled for 29 November due to technical and financial
constraints, as well as important remaining tasks. The members of the Council have called on the
Ivorian stakeholders to pursue their efforts in order to hold credible elections at the earliest

Local Media – Newspaper

New UNMIL Force Commander Begins Tour of Duty
(The Informer, New Vision, The Inquirer, Heritage, The Star)
• The newly-appointed Force Commander of the United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL),
Lieutenant General Sikander Afzal is in the country to assume responsibility for a force of
approximately 10,000 multinational troops.
• Lt. Gen. Afzal, a Pakistani, was appointed in October by Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon and
brings to UNMIL extensive leadership and operational experience.
• He previously served as the Quick Reaction Force (QRF) Commander with the UN Mission in
Somalia (UNOSOM II) between 1994 and1995.
Prosecutors in Taylor's Trial Ordered
(The Informer, The Star, New Vision, New Democrat)
•

Special Court for Sierra Leone judges has ordered prosecutors to disclose to the defense all
new documents that they intend to use in the cross-examination of former Liberian president
Charles Taylor.
• Presiding Judge, Justice Richard Lussick said that the prosecution's "piece mill disclosure of
individual documents" was unacceptable.
• The order came in the wake of Monday's decision by the judges in response to prosecution's
request to use "new evidence" in the form of documents to impinge Mr. Taylor's credibility as
a witness in his own defense.
• The former Liberian President is responding to charges that he was involved in a joint criminal
enterprise with rebel forces that waged an 11-years rebel war in Sierra Leone.
President Sirleaf in Equatorial Guinea
(New Vision, The Inquirer)
•

President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf is in Equatorial Guinea to participate in the inauguration of the
President re-elect, Teodoro Obiang Nguema.

•
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President Sirleaf left the country yesterday and while in that country she is expected to
sign a General Agreement on Economic, Scientific, Technical and Cultural Cooperation with
Equatorial Guinea. The President is due to return home tomorrow.

Government Considers Deportation Of Pakistani Human Traffickers
(Heritage, National Chronicle)
•
•
•
•

Government says it is considering the deportation of six Pakistanis earlier accused of
terrorism.
The men, arrested in August at the Roberts International Airport, have now been indicted for
human smuggling and trafficking and accused co-defendant Adnan Azhar of arranging their
illegal entry into Liberia.
The prosecution also indicted nine Liberians who allegedly helped the Pakistanis for criminal
facilitation and harbouring illegal entrants.
Their court appearance Monday, dismiss earlier reports that they were secretly deported.

Liberia Gets Meteorological Agency Soon
(The News)
•
•
•

The Consultant of the World Meteorological Organization (WMO) to Liberia, Peter Kato has
completed a four-week assessment that would lead to the formulation of a comprehensive
development plan for the re-establishment of a National Meteorological Services in Liberia.
The assessment is part of decisions recently reached by the WMO to assist the Liberian
Government prepare an inclusive plan for its National Meteorological Services (NMS).
The reactivation of the NMS is expected to meaningfully contribute to the socio-economic
development of the country.

Commerce Ministry Wants Better Negotiation Of Contracts
(The Informer, The Inquirer, Heritage, National Chronicle)
•
•

•
•

Acting Commerce Minister Frederick Norkeh says the lack of understanding in trade
negotiation has adversely affected trade agreements signed in Liberia.
Dr. Norkeh said past Liberian officials did not understand how to negotiate contracts and
signed long-term agreements with little benefits to the people citing the 99 years contract
signed with Firestone as one of the agreements which real monetary value was never
understood by Liberians.
The Acting Commerce Minister was speaking at the start of a weeklong collaborative capacity
building workshop on trade negotiations.
The workshop was organized by the Liberia Trade Negotiation National Committee and
ECOWAS-TNCB Project.

GAC Hunt On For Million in Several Ministries
(New Democrat)
•
•

•

[SIC] The General Auditing Commission (GAC) is hunting down about US$4m from several
government ministries and other government institutions that have been stolen, squandered
or unaccounted in a two-year time period.
According to documents and GAC sources the staggering sum of US$3,492,000 represents
values of unaccounted for gas coupons, distributed amongst ministries and agencies, alleged
bogus consultancy fees, pre-financing of government contracts and in many instances, cold
hard cash.
The Ministries of Health, Public Works and Internal Affairs, have already been alerted that the
GAC will be conducting Special Forensic Audits from the periods 2005/06 and 2006/07 to
know how the millions were spent.

Local Media – Star Radio (culled from website today at 09:00 am)

Government Considers Deportation Of Pakistani Human Traffickers
(Also reported on Radio Veritas, Truth FM, Sky F.M., and ELBC)
Murder Suspects Appear In Court
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•
•
•
•

Three murder suspects Monday appeared at the magisterial court at the Roberts
International Airport in Margibi County.
Danielson Page, Lawrence Wolo and Daniel Tamba allegedly flogged to death one Joe-joe
Ballah November 26 in the Cotton Tree Community in Margibi County.
Reports say the principal suspect Junior Kollie who has since fled and being sought after by
security personnel and officials of the RIA Magisterial Court, caught his wife with Joe-joe
which led to a fist-fight.
The case is expected to be transferred to the 13th Judicial Circuit Court in Kakata, Margibi
County.

“Liberian Culture In serious Jeopardy” Minister Hoff Warns
• Acting Information Minister Elizabeth Hoff has warned that the Liberian culture is in serious
jeopardy.
• Minister Hoff observed that foreign cultural values have continued to invade the society with
the country’s youth population falling prey.
• The Acting Information Ministry boss recommended urgent action to address the situation
including the educational system taking responsibility of keeping alive the Liberian cultural
heritage by teaching it in schools.
• She spoke on Monday at the launch of a weeklong exhibition of Liberian traditional textile and
called on all cabinet ministers to identify with the “country cloth” by regularly wearing it.
(Also reported on Radio Veritas, Truth FM, Sky F.M., and ELBC)
Commerce Ministry Wants Better Negotiation Of Contracts

Radio Veritas (News monitored today at 09:45 am)

‘Show Gratitude’, Minister Nmah Tells Ex-AFL Soldiers
• Authorities at the Defense Ministry want former personnel of the Armed Forces of Liberia
(AFL) to appreciate efforts by government to pay them their benefits.
• The authorities said despite efforts by the government to pay the ex-soldiers their benefits,
some of them are making threats and creating the impression that the government is doing
nothing to address their demands.
• Ex-AFL soldiers led by Retired Col. Wolo Nagbe last week launched a media campaign
compelling the government to pay all what it owes them.

US Ambassador, Church Leaders End Meeting
• A one day consultative meeting between the US Ambassador to Liberia Linda ThomasGreenfield and church leaders of Liberia has ended in Monrovia with both parties expressing
satisfaction over the outcome of the meeting.
• Speaking to journalists, Ambassador Thomas-Greenfield said they discussed in peace,
reconciliation and development in Liberia and the sub region.
• She said they also discussed the critical role of church leaders in the Liberian peace process
and how lasting peace could ensure national development for Liberia.
• The head of the Liberia Council of Churches, Methodist Bishop John Innis said the meeting
was productive.
****
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BBC Online
Tuesday, 8 December 2009
Guinea junta arrests 60 for 'trying to kill Camara'
Alleged plotters who tried to kill Guinea's junta leader Capt
Moussa Dadis Camara are being "hunted down" and
arrested, the military government says.
Junta spokesman Idrissa Cherif told the BBC more than 60
people had been held over last week's assassination
attempt.
Other reports say troops are torturing and killing people
and residents of the capital, Conakry, are living in terror.

Capt Moussa Dadis Camara was shot
in the head

Rights groups say Capt Camara, who is recovering after
treatment for a bullet wound in the head, should step down.
He was flown to Morocco for surgery after the incident - with conflicting reports on the
seriousness of his injuries.
Junta officials say Lt Aboubacar "Toumba" Diakite, head of the presidential guard, carried out
the attack on Capt Camara. He has not been caught.
'Settling of scores'
"One of the brains behind the attack has been arrested just this morning," Mr Cherif told the
BBC's Focus on Africa programme.
"They are hunting them down in their hideouts. Altogether more than 60 people have been
arrested."
CAMARA'S RULE

23, 24 December 2008
Strongman President Lansana Conte dies, Capt Camara takes
over, promises 2010 election
15 August 2009
Says he may stand for president
28 September
Soldiers kill protesters in Conakry, reports of atrocities and rapes
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A rights campaigner in Conakry,

US, EU, African Union and Ecowas impose sanctions on junta

who did not want to be named,

3 December

told the BBC the crackdown had

Capt Camara shot in the head in apparent assassination attempt

spread much wider than just

4 December

those suspected of links to the

Flown to Morocco for surgery

assassination attempt.
The campaigner said people

No closure after Guinea massacre
Guinea's erratic military ruler

were living in terror and even imams had been targeted because of their opposition to the
military rule.
He said properties were being looted and sometimes destroyed.
The Associated Press reported that soldiers had targeted a local traditional healer accused of
trying to use magic to help Lt Diakite.
AP said a group of soldiers shot and injured the man in the street as he ran away from them.
Reuters news agency reported that gunfire had rung out almost daily in Conakry, as loyalist
soldiers swept through the city rooting out anyone suspected of links to Lt Diakite.
"All those who were seen with [Toumba] - soldiers, civilians and even charlatans - are being
systematically arrested and tortured. Some of them are being killed," Reuters quoted an
unnamed police official as saying.
"The most worrying thing is that they are not bothering to seriously question those who are
arrested. At this rate, this will turn into a settling of scores."
Guinea has been in turmoil since the military took over last December just hours after the
death of long-time ruler Lansana Conte.
Capt Camara initially promised to guide the country back to civilian rule, but soon dropped
hints that he would stand for president himself.
That led to a large protest in a Conakry sports stadium - which was brutally suppressed by
the military with widespread reports of mass killings and rapes carried out by soldiers.
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Star Radio (Liberia)
Tuesday, 8 December 2009
TRC final report out, ten names added for prosecution
Written by Julius Kanubah
At long last, the Truth and Reconciliation Commission has released its final report with additional names
recommending prosecution and punishment for alleged perpetrators.
According to the TRC, at least ten new names were included to the list of individuals identified as most
notorious perpetrators of the Liberian war.
The Chairman of the TRC said at least two names were also subjected or recommended for public
sanctions while five others were listed for economic crimes.
Commissioner Jerome Verdier told reporters as part of the final report, there is also a list of about one
hundred foreign fighters labeled as mercenaries.
He said the additional names in the final report came directly from information obtained by the TRC
before the released of its controversial unedited report.
The TRC Chairman emphasized during the final report writing process, no name was removed and those
initially indicted stand to be prosecuted or punished.
Commissioner Verdier insists although the TRC does not have enforcement powers, Liberians must
demand the full implementation of the report.
The TRC Chairman also maintained the Legislature has no authority on the TRC document besides
receiving the progress report from the President, who was also indicted.
Meanwhile, Star Radio is now conducting a research to identify the names of individuals added for
prosecution and punishment in the TRC final report.
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Daily Sun
Wednesday, 9 December 2009
http://www.sunnewsonline.com/webpages/features
Genocide crimes against humanity ‘Is there a future’?
By Evans Duru
Whoever destroys an innocent life is in God’s eye like One who destroys all humankind? And whoever
saves a life is like one who saved all humankind _ THE QUR’AN, V 32
The most significant step in expanding the frontiers of justice is in internationalizing the rights and
obligations arising from the concepts earlier mentioned and also in international law making, individuals,
contrary to conventional notions of international law, the bearer of rights and subjects of obligation in
international legal order.
The guarantee that perpetrators of heinous international crimes who challenge those values which are at
the core of humanity will not go unpunished is the highest experience of justice that is universal; since by
extension the cardinal goal of justice is the removal of impunity for those heinous crimes that threaten the
very essence of humanity.
The greatest obstacle to justice is the theory of impunity which finds its haven in a strict and restricted
concept of sovereignty within a narrower concept of jurisdiction. It is today an accepted international legal
order that individuals who commit international crimes are internationally accountable for them, granted
the fact that states are artificial legal persons/entities.
Though, it is the international community of nations that determines what crimes fall within this definition
in the light of the latest developments in law, morality and the sense of criminal justice at the relevant
time. However, an international crime is such act universally recognized as criminal, which is considered
a great matter of international concern and which for some valid reasons cannot be left within the
exclusive jurisdiction of the state that would have control over it under ordinary circumstances.
Usually an international crime is not against a state but against individuals. The interest affected by an
international community even though its direct consequence is felt by the individual who has been made
the bearer of rights and duties in the international society. It is now settled practice that international law
imposes duties and liabilities on individuals as well as upon states, and that crimes against humanity are
committed by men, and not by abstract entities, it is therefore certain that it is only by punishing
individuals who commit such crimes can the provisions of international law be enforced.
The above position forecloses the earlier preposition that international law is concerned with the actions
of sovereign states, and provides no punishment of individuals; and further that where the action in
question is an act of state those who carry it out are not personally responsible; but protected by the
doctrine of the sovereignty of the state.
For instance Article 7 of the Charter expressly declares: “That the official position of the defendants
whether as heads of state, or responsible officials in government departments, shall not be considered as
freeing themselves from responsibility or mitigating punishment…” Further Article 8 provides that: “The
fact that the defendant acted pursuant to orders of his government or of a superior shall not free him from
responsibility, but may be considered in mitigating punishment.
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According to the Nuremberg Tribunal, “The provisions of this Article are in conformity with the law of
all nations. That a soldier was ordered to kill or torture in violation of international law of war has never
been recognized as a defence to such acts of brutality, though as the charter here provides, the order may
be urged in mitigation of punishment. However, the true test, which is found in varying degrees in the
criminal law of most nations, is not the existence of the order, but whether moral choice was in fact
possible.
Apart from genocide there are crimes against humanity and for the purposes of the statute, “crimes against
humanity means the act of murder or causing death when committed as part of a widespread or systematic
attack directed against any civilian population with knowledge of the attack”. Attack directed against any
civilian population means a course of conduct involving the multiple commissions of acts such as murder
against any civilian population, pursuant to or in furtherance of a state or organizational policy to commit
such attack.
That the policy could be that of a non – state actor is generally acceptable because such acts could be
perpetrated by terrorist groups, criminal gangs or groups, or so called ethnic militia. The elements of the
crime against humanity of murder are:
(a) The perpetrator killed one or more persons
(b) The conduct was committed as part of a wide spread or systematic attack directed against a civilian
population.
In the Charter of the International Military Tribunal annexed to the agreement for the prosecution and
punishment of the Major War Criminals of the European Axis, crimes against humanity are defined as
follows: “Murder, extermination, enslavement, deportation and other inhuman acts committed against any
civilian population before or during the war or persecution on political, racial or religious grounds in
execution or in connection with any crime within the jurisdiction of the domestic law of the country where
perpetrated”.
Following the Nuremberg and Tokyo trials the concept of crimes against humanity underwent a gradual
evolution. In the case of Attorney General of the Government of Israel Vs Adolf, the son of Karl Adolf
Eishmann Criminal case No. 40/61 (1961) the court stated that crimes against humanity differ from
genocide in that for the commission of genocide special intent is required which is not the case with
crimes against humanity. According to the court; “Crimes against humanity were inhumane acts and
persecution committed in a systematic manner in the name of a state practicing a policy of ideological
supremacy, not only against persons by reason of their membership of a racial or religious community, but
also against the opponents of that policy whatever the form of their opposition”…
The above definition presupposes that the specific intent necessary to establish a crime against humanity,
is the intention to take part in the execution of a common plan by committing in a systematic manner
inhuman acts or persecutions in the name of a state practicing a policy of ideological supremacy. Article 5
of the Statute of the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY) provides inter alia
that: “The International Tribunal shall have the power to prosecute persons responsible for the following
crimes when committed in armed conflict, whether international or internal character and directed against
any civilian population to wit: murder, extermination, enslavement, deportation, imprisonment, torture,
rape, persecutions on political, racial and religious grounds and other inhuman acts.
It goes without much ado that each of the crimes listed above must be committed as part of a widespread
or systematic attack against any civilian population on national political, ethnic, racial or religious ground.
It is instructive to add that for the purposes of Article 7 (1) _ “attack directed against any civilian
population” means a course of conduct involving the multiple commissions of acts against any civilian
population pursuant to or in furtherance of a state or organizational policy to commit such attack
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“Extermination” includes the intentional infliction of conditions of life inter alia, the deprivation of
access to food and medicine, calculated to bring about the destruction of part of a population.
“Enslavement” means the exercise of any or all of the powers attaching to the right of ownership over a
person and includes the part of a population.
“Deportation or forcible transfer of population “means forced displacement of the persons concerned by
expulsion or other coercive acts from the area in which they are lawfully present, without grounds
permitted under international law. “Torture” means the intentional infliction of severe pain or suffering,
whether physical or mental, upon a person in the custody or under the control of the suspect/prisoner,
except that torture shall not include pain or suffering arising only from, inherent in or incidental to, lawful
sanctions.
“Forced pregnancy” means the unlawful confinement of a woman forcibly made pregnant, with the intent
of affecting the ethnic composition of any population or carrying out other grave violations of
international law. This definition shall not in any way be interpreted as affecting national laws relating to
pregnancy. “Persecution” means the intentional and severe deprivation of fundamental rights contrary to
international law by reason of the Identity of the group or collectivity.

“The crime of apartheid” means inhumane acts of a character similar to those committed in the context of
an institutionalized regime of systematic oppression and domination by one racial group over other racial
group or groups and committed with the intention of maintaining that regime. “Enforced disappearance of
persons” means the arrest, detention or abduction of persons by, or with the authorization, followed by a
refusal to acknowledge that on the fate or whereabouts of those persons, with the intention of removing
them from the protection of the law for a prolonged period of time.
Granted the above, events such as the armed conflicts in the territories of former Yugoslavia (Bosnia
Herzegovina), Ethiopia and Eritrea, Somalia, Dafur region in Sudan, Rwanda, the Congo, Sri-Lanka,
Colombia, Sierra Leone, Liberia and currently Guinea Conakry, confront us day after day with the cruelty
of war and the suffering, death and destruction it entails.
They also raise an obvious question: Is the behaviour of the parties to such armed conflicts subject to any
restrictions? The new realities of the nuclear age compel us to reconsider the role to be played by
international law in developing a new way of thinking: ensuring peace and providing favourable
conditions for the development of each nation and each individual. There can be no peace without justice,
no justice without law and no meaningful law without a court to decide what is just and lawful under any
circumstance.
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The Phnom Penh Post
Tuesday, 8 December 2009
Khmer Rouge trials offer chance to gain insight
Youk Chhang
Dear Editor,
Last month, the Extraordinary Chambers in the Courts of Cambodia (ECCC), tasked with prosecuting
crimes committed during the period of Democratic Kampuchea, concluded Case 001.
The case investigated Duch, or Kaing Guek Eav, who was the prison chief of S-21, where approximately
14,000 people were forced to confess under torture and ultimately executed. As the Khmer Rouge
regime’s highest-level security centre, S-21 imprisoned mostly Khmer Rouge cadres and party officials.
Throughout the length of the case, it was evident that Duch was unremorseful, despite his public apology
at the onset of the trial in February.
Indeed, some victims viewed his apology with scepticism and expert observers saw it as a strategy for a
lesser sentence.
His concluding remarks last week affirm this and his attempt to use the Court as his last battle to defend
his belief in the Khmer Rouge revolution.
His words and thoughts remain strikingly inhumane in the eyes of survivors; he has not changed in the
least.
The Court’s next case, Case 002, is the most political and historically important one because it involves
the four highest-ranking Khmer Rouge leaders who are still alive today: Nuon Chea, Ieng Sary, Ieng
Thirith and Khieu Samphan.
Many questions concerning Democratic Kampuchea’s rule have not been answered. These leaders have
not admitted any responsibility for the crimes during this period and instead have blamed lower cadres
and others.
Abundant information exists, however, that demonstrate their culpability, including numerous documents
detailing their actions and witnesses who can testify to the formation and implementation of these actions.
Therefore, this trial offers an important chance to uncover and analyse how Khmer Rouge leaders made
decisions that caused the deaths of nearly 2 million Cambodians.
Case 002 could provide long-awaited answers to questions that many Cambodians have had regarding
Democratic Kampuchea.
Additionally, this case has the potential to offer some justice and relief from the immense pain and
suffering bore by victims through the punishment of those responsible.
Youk Chhang
Director, DC-Cam

25

Radio Netherlands Worldwide
Wednesday, 9 December 2009
Ocampo seeks Kenya probe
By Michael Kaloki

Nairobi, Kenya

Luis Moreno Ocampo, Chief
Prosecutor of the
International Criminal Court
(ICC) in The Hague
announced on November
26th that he has asked ICC
judges to authorize a formal
investigation into the
violence that erupted in Kenya following disputed general elections in 2007.
There is a “reasonable basis to believe that crimes against humanity within the jurisdiction of the court”
were committed, Ocampo said, “in particular, crimes of murder, rape and other forms of sexual violence,
deportation or forcible transfer of population and other inhuman acts.”
Waki Commission
In July, former United Nations Secretary General Kofi Annan handed Ocampo a sealed envelope
containing the names of suspected perpetrators of the violence.
Annan served as chief mediator during peace negotiations aimed at finding a solution to the crisis that had
rocked the East African country. In February 2008, he brokered a power sharing deal between Mwai
Kibaki and Raila Odinga. Kibaki would remain as president while Odinga would take the mantle of prime
minister.
As part of the power sharing deal, the Commission of Inquiry on Post-Election Violence was set up. The
three person commission, known locally as the Waki Commission, was led by Kenyan Appeals Court
Justice Philip Waki. The other two members were Gavin Alistair McFadyen, a former Assistant Police
Commissioner from New Zealand, and Pascal K. Kambale, a lawyer from the Democratic Republic of
Congo.
The commission members traversed the country gathering evidence and witness testimony and in October
2008 they issued a 500-page report indicating that some of the attacks were based on “ethnicity and
political leanings”.
The Commission then handed over a sealed list of alleged perpetrators to Kofi Annan. It was agreed that a
local tribunal would be set up to prosecute those behind the violence which left more than 1,300 people
dead and forced 300,000 to leave their homes.
The Kenyan government missed several deadlines to set up the tribunal and in July 2009 Annan handed
the list over to Ocampo.
During a visit to Kenya last month, Ocampo met with President Kibaki and Prime Minister Odinga to
discuss how those responsible for the 2007 violence could be brought to justice.
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Once back in The Hague, Ocampo requested official permission to investigate the post-election
violence, with a view to putting those responsible on trial.
Mixed signals
The Kenyan government has been giving mixed signals about the prospect of sending suspects for trial at
the ICC.
Prominent politicians are suspected of having masterminded some of the violence, raising questions in the
country about their willingness to see justice done.
There has also been a mixed reaction from members of the general public about how suspects of the postelection violence should be handled, particularly in light of concerns that tensions that led to the postelection violence are still lingering.
Edward Shihima lives in Kibera, Nairobi’s largest slum district.
“Ocampo should continue with his work. Here in Kibera, during the post-election violence, many people
were killed. That is why we are now supporting Ocampo. The post election violence brougt tribalism to
Kibera. If the suspects are taken to The Hague, the tribalism will stop.”
ICC judges will rule on Ocampo’s submission early next year. If they approve his request, Ocampo has
said investigations could start immediately.

27

Radio Netherlands Worldwide
Tuesday, 8 December 2009
STL: Chief Prosecutor visits Beirut
By Karl Dowling

Beirut, Lebanon
Beirut, Lebanon
Daniel Bellemare,
chief prosecutor at the
Special Tribunal for
Lebanon (STL) spent
the first week of
December in Beirut
for his first visit since
the formation of the
new Lebanese
government.
The STL press office stated that Bellemare’s visit was an opportunity to thank the Lebanese authorities for
their support and ensure the continuation of this cooperation. It is also a chance to work with the Deputy
Prosecutor and his staff based in the Beirut office.
Speaking about the people of Lebanon Bellemare said that “although we are operating from [The Hague],
we have not forgotten about them and we are still pursuing the truth on their behalf.”
“Courtesy call”
His efforts seem to have been successful. In a statement President Sleiman reiterated his country’s
ongoing support for the tribunal. While Bellemare’s spokeswoman Radhia Achouri told Lebanon’s Daily
Star newspaper “we have never got any sign of any difficulty or problem with the Lebanese government
contributing its share”.
Commenting on the visit, Michael Bluhm of the Daily Star told Radio Netherlands that it was not a sign of
any “major breaks or hot leads”, and was simply “just a courtesy call.” Asked about the public response to
Bellemare’s visit he said, “the public noted it but there was no major reaction.”
The STL was set up to prosecute those responsible for the 14 February 2005 attack which killed former
Lebanese prime minister Rafiq Hariri and 22 others in Beirut.
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CNN
Saturday, 5 December 2009
Darfur crimes continue, Sudan not cooperating with ICC, official says

Sudanese President Omar al-Bashir is accused by the International Criminal Court of war crimes.
•
•
•
•

The International Criminal Court's chief prosecutor reported Friday to the U.N. Security Council
Prosecutor Luis Moreno-Ocampo says violence continues in Darfur
Moreno-Ocampo also highlighted Sudanese president's role in the situation
International Criminal Court has issued arrest warrant for Sudan's president

United Nations (CNN) -- The International Criminal Court's chief prosecutor reported Friday to the
U.N. Security Council that violence continues in Darfur and that the Sudanese president and his
government are not cooperating with investigators.
Luis Moreno-Ocampo noted positive developments in judicial proceedings and "fruitful" cooperation
with international bodies, but said there still remain many setbacks. He explained that crimes
continue in the region, including "indiscriminate bombings of civilians ... rapes and sexual violence"
and the "use of child soldiers."
Moreno-Ocampo also highlighted Sudanese President Omar Hassan al-Bashir's role in the situation.
"Any leader committing crimes will face justice. Power does not provide immunity."
Al-Bashir has refused to appoint a lawyer to represent his position in court and, because of the ICCissued warrant for his arrest, has not risked traveling to attend high-level events such as the U.N.
General Assembly or a meeting held by the Organization of the Islamic Conference, or to other
countries where it had been thought he might go, such as Uganda, Nigeria and Venezuela.
Moreno-Ocampo said respect for the International Criminal Court's decision to issue the warrant
would send a clear message that al-Bashir "will face justice."
"There was no immunity for President [Slobodan] Milosevic [of the former Yugoslavia], there was no
immunity for Prime Minister [Jean] Kambanda [of Rwanda], there was no immunity for President
[Charles] Taylor [of Liberia]," he said.
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Instead of complying with the Security Council, al-Bashir has used the Sudanese state apparatus
"to commit massive
crimes" and has
attempted to "exacerbate"
the conflict in the South
as means of shifting the
international community's
attention away from
Darfur, Moreno-Ocampo
said. He also accused alBashir of "stopping
information about the
crimes" rather than
stopping the crimes
themselves.
Deputy U.S. Ambassador
to the U.N. Rosemary DiCarlo called on the Sudanese government to fully cooperate with the
International Criminal Court and its investigations as called for in Security Council Resolution 1593.
"The United States believes that those responsible for the atrocities in Darfur must be held
accountable" as they "affect the stability of Sudan as a whole," she said.
DiCarlo said the ongoing violence in Darfur undermines "an already fragile humanitarian situation"
and urged all states "to refrain from providing political or financial support" to those charged by the
International Criminal Court .
Moreno-Ocampo said his office was considering holding responsible Sudanese officials "who
actively deny and dissimulate crimes."
"Since Nuremberg, due obedience is no longer a legal excuse" for the facilitation of such criminal
acts, he said.
Sudanese Ambassador Abdalmahmood Abdalhaleem Mohamad responded by calling MorenoOcampo a "mercenary of death and destruction," back once more to spread his "illusions" and
"catastrophic vision."
"This is a big lie. The war in Darfur is over," he said.
Mohamad turned to those in the Security Council who asked for justice, and said they "should feel
ashamed" and that their "credibility is at stake, if they have any."
The Sudanese ambassador said Moreno-Ocampo "would like to prolong the suffering of our people,"
and said, "We will charge him with political prostitution."
Reiterating his role as prosecutor is "to investigate and prosecute to contribute to the prevention of
future crimes," Moreno-Ocampo said he is "ready to answer any challenge in court."
However, he acknowledged he would need the Security Council's full support "to end the current
crimes against the people from Darfur."

