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trial chamber II (“Trial Chamber”) of the Special Court for Sierra Leone (“Special Court”), composed of Justice Richard Lussick, presiding, Justice Teresa Doherty and Justice Julia Sebutinde;
SEISED of the Urgent Joint Defence Request Under Rule 54 with Respect to Filing of Motion for Acquittal, filed on 15 December 2005 (“Request”);
NOTING the Prosecution Response to the Urgent Joint Defence Request Under Rule 54, filed on 15 December 2005 (“Response”);
CONSIDERING the Scheduling Order on Filing of a Motion for Judgement of Acquittal, dated 30 September 2005 (“Scheduling Order”) wherein the Trial Chamber ordered, inter alia, that “any Motion for Judgement of Acquittal shall be filed by the Defence in writing within three weeks from the date that the Prosecution case closes”; 
NOTING that the Prosecution in the case of Prosecutor v. Alex Tamba Brima, et al
  formally closed its case on Monday 21 November 2005;
NOTING that the Brima - Motion for Acquittal Pursuant to Rule 98 (“the Brima Motion”) and the Defence Motion for Judgement of Acquittal for the second Accused Brima Bazzy Kamara (“the Kamara Motion”) were both filed on the 12 December 2005, within the time frame ordered by the Trial Chamber; 
NOTING that the Joint Legal Part of the Defence Motion for Judgement of Acquittal under Rule 98 (“Joint Legal Part”) and the Kanu - Factual Part of the Defence Motion for Judgment of Acquittal Under Rule 98 (“the Kanu Motion”) were both filed on 13 December 2005, outside the time frame ordered by the Trial Chamber;
NOTING that the specific time limits for filing the Motions for a Judgment for Acquittal were ordered by the Trial Chamber in the Scheduling Order thereby rendering the provisions of Rule 7 (A) of the Rules of Procedure and Evidence (“the Rules”) and of Article 12 of the Practice Direction on Filing Documents Before the Special Court for Sierra Leone inapplicable;
CONSIDERING however, that the Prosecution does not object to the Defence Request that the late filing be accepted by the Trial Chamber 
CONSIDERING FURTHER that it is in the interests of justice to do so;
ACCEPTS the late filing of the Joint Legal Part and of the Kanu Motion pursuant to Rule 54 of the Rules. 
Done at Freetown, Sierra Leone,  this 19th day of January 2005.
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