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SPECIAL COURT FOR SIERRA LEONE

OFFICE OF THE PROSECUTOR

Freetown - Sierra Leone

THE PROSECUTOR Against ISSASESAY
MORRIS KALLON
AUGUSTINE GBAO
(Case No. SCSL-2004-15-PT)

PROSECUTION'S RESPONSE TO "ORDER TO FILE DOCUMENTS IN SUPPORT OF
JUDICIAL NOTICE MOTION" DATED 4 MAY 2004

1. Pursuant to the "Order to File Outstanding Documents in Support of the Judicial

Notice Motion" dated 4 May 2004, the Prosecution thereby files the following

documents as referred to in Annex B ofthe said Motion:

No 12: Secretary General Report on the Situation in Freetown, 9 June 1998 (S/1998/486);
No 16: UNOMSIL Fifth Report, 4 March 1999 (S/1999/237);
No 21: Sierra Leone Humanitarian Situation Report, 17 May 1999;
No 27: Report of the Panel of Experts Appointed Pursuant to the UN Security Council
Resolution 1306, December 2000;
No 29: UNHCR Report on atrocities Committed Against the Sierra Leone Population,
UNHCR Conakry Branch Office, 28 January 1999;
No 70: UNAMSIL Report, 6 December 1999 (S/1999/1223);
No 81: Record of deaths 1-19 January 1999, Births and Deaths Registry, Freetown, Sierra
Leone;
No 87: Speech by the President of Sierra Leone His Excellency Alhaj Dr. Ahmed Tejan
Kabbah at the ceremony marking the conclusion and disarmament and the destruction of
Weapons, Lungi 18 January 2002.
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12. Secretary General Report on the Situation in Freetown, 9 June 1998 (S/1998/486)
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Security Council

FIFTH REPORT OF THE SECRE~~Y-GENERAL

ON TEE S:TUATION IN SIERR~ LEONE

I INTRODUCTION
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"-. By paragraph 5 of its resolul:~on 1162 (1998) of 17 April 1998, the Security
Council authorized the de?loyment, with immediate effect, of up to "-0 United
Nations military liaison and securicy advisory personnel in accordance w1th
paragraph 44 of my report of 18 March 1998 (S/1998/249) to Sierra Leone for a
period of up to 90 days, to work under the authority of my Special Envoy, to
coordinal:e closely w:th the Government of Sierra Leone and wlth ECOMOG, the
Monitorlng Group of the EconomlC Communlty of West African States (ECOWAS), to
report on the military situation in the country, to ascertain the state of and
to assist 1n the finalization of planning by the Government of Sierra Leone and
ECOMOG for tul:ure tasks, such as the identlfication of the fo~er combatant
elements to be dlsarmed and the design of a disarmament plan, as well as to
perform other related security tasKs as identlfied in other paragraphs of my
above-mentloned report.

2 By paragraph 10 of that resolution, the Council requested me to report
periodically, includlng on the activities of I:hose military llaison and securlty
advisory personnel and on the work of the offlce of my Special Envoy in Sierra
Leone, within the reporting time-frame set out in paragraph 16 of resolution
1132 (1998) of 8 October 1997. The present report is submitted in accordance
with that time-frame, by which the Securlty Council requested the submisslon of
a report eve=y 60 days.

II. DEVELOPMENTS SINCE MY uAST REPORT

Actlon taken bv the Government of Sierra Leone

3 Following lts restoratlon on 10 March 1998, the Government of Slerra Leone
has acted 1:0 consolidate its authority throughout the country as =ar as
posslble On 16 March. President Kabbah, acting wlth the support or Parllame~t,

proclalmed a state of emergency empowering him to take measures to ensure
security and scabllity. These measures included the right to deta~n suspects
and restrict thelr movements, the lmpositlon of a curfew and I:he rlght to

98 -15751 (E) 090698
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requisition property. The Government also a~~oL~ced the exp~lsion cf 22 persons
and t~e dep~~vation of 10 othe~s 0: S~e==a Leonean cit~zenShip fo~ collaborat~~g

wlth the junta a~d for economIC crimes a~d imm~s~at~on irregularicles.

4 On 20 March 1998, Pres~dent Kabbah annou~ced chat h~s new screamllned
Cabi~et would comprise persons of known competence and i0~es~i:y. T~e members
of the Cabinet, WhlCh conSlSCS of 15 M~n~sters, 11 Deputy Mln~sters and
5 Ministers of State, have a:l been confirmed by Parliamenc, as have the
President's nom~nees for the post of Ch~e£ Just~ce and many pos~tlons lD
parascatal bodies. The Presldent has also appointed a Policy Advlso~v Commlttee
to guide the Government on crucial issues 0: national inceres~ and to moni~o~

the functioning of the public institutions.

5. The Gover::lment has also taken steps to escablish a Nat'..onal Commiss~on for
Reconstruction, Resettlement and Rehabil~tatlon, responsible for stlmulating and
coordinatlng related donor, Government and non-governmental activities. In
accordance with its terms of reference, the National Commission would, '..n close
collaboration with domestic and inter~ational fu~ding agenc~es, draw up a
two-year national rehabilitatlon, resettlement and reconstructlon plan
involving, inter alia, the repatriat~on and resettlement of lnternally displaced
persons and refugees

6. On 27 March 1998, the M~nister for Foreign Affairs of Zimbabwe,
Mr. Stan Mudenge, led a five-person Commonwealth delegation on a visit to
Freetown in order to explore ways in which the Commonwealth could assist Slerra
Leone in the task of nacional reconstruct~on and peace-buildlng. At the
conclusion of the visit, the partic~pants announced that they would urge all
member Governmencs of the Commonwealth to assist Sierra Leone bilaterally in
every practicable way in its efforts to achieve national reconstruccion and
reconciliation, and to contribute to the Trust Fund to support peacekeeplng and
related activic~es in Sierra Leone.

7 On 21 Aprll 1998, a three-man team of 8rlcish police experts v~sited Sierra
Leone to advise the Government on the rest~~cturing of the police force and the
lmprovement of ltS equipment. The team also dlscussed the recruitment and role
of police advisers and relations between the pollce and armed forces, among
other matters. The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland has
also provided the GOvernment wlth communications equlpment for the police.

8. From 4 to 8 May 1998, the Government received a multi-donor Joint misslon
by the World Bank, the United Nat'..ons Development Programme (UNuP) , the Afri~an

Development Bank (AfD8), the United Kingdom Department for International
Development and the European Union IEUI to discuss a range of
development-related matters The jo~nc mission also discussed the
demobillzatlon and reintegration of ex-combacancs, as desc=-~bec. in more detall
in section V below.

9. As described in section III below, on 6 May 1998, the Government
lnst'..tuted, in Freetown, the tr~als of a number of persons accused of plotting,
participating in cr collaboratlng with the coup d'etat and the ~llegal Junta

I
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1D. On 22 May 1998, Presi.dent Kahbah, lD a comprehensive pOl.lCy statement
dellvered at the State opening of the second session of Parliament, outlined
maJor national policies his Government intends to pursue. These include:
es~ablishing guidellues for development activities, a framework for the creation
of a new army and the restructuring and retraini.ng of the police force;
lmprovlng relations wi~h nelg~~ouring countries; reviving the national economy;
screngthenlng key sectors of activity; and promoting civic education to
sensitize Sierra Leoneans to the true meaning of peace and democracy. The
Presldent has also called for national reconciliation.

11 From 30 to 31 May 1998, the Minister of Internal Affairs, Mr. Charles
Margai, and the Deputy Defence Minister, Chief Hinga Norman, visited Makeni and
Kenema and called on all remnants of the Armed Forces Revolutionary
Councll/Revolutionary united Front (.~RC/RUF) forces to surrender within two
weeks, promi.slng them that they would be protected and treated fairly in
accordance with the law.

12. On 4 June 1998, at a summit meeting of the leaders of the three Mano River
Union countries, President Conteh and President Kabbah of Sierra Leone met at
Conakry to discuss mutual cooperation in the subregion and relations between
Liberia and Sierra Leone. Liberia was represented by the Vlce-Presldent,
Mr Enoch Dogolea.

Action taken bv the Monitorina Group of the Economic Commur"itv of West African
States

13. Following the expulsion of the illegal military junta from the capital,
Freetown, in mid-February and the restoration of the democratically el.ected
Government of President Ahmad TeJan Kabbah in the capital, ECOMOG moved swiftly
to secure the area around Freetown, as well as the northern and southern
provinces of the country, especially the towns of Makeni, Kambia and Kabala in
the north and Bo and Kenema in the south. ECOMOG forces also advanced eastwards
towards the Kono and Kailahun districts, where the forces of the former junta
were concentrated.

14. Though ECOMOG has continued to make progress, it is severely overextended
and its advance has been beset by logistical constra~nts, as well as by fierce
resistance from elements of the AFRC and the RuF, the partners in the former
Junta. In mid-May, however, ECOMOG seized Koindu and Buedu on the eastern
border of Sierra Leone with Guinea.

15. As ECOMOG troops approached, armed former junta elements at~acked the local
c~villan population, killing, raping and mutilating hundreds of them, causing
tens of thousands of Sierra Leoneans to flee into Liberia and Guinea in the last
few weeks and tens of thousands more to flee into the interior of Sierra Leone.
Hundreds of patients have been admltted to hospitals suffering from amputation
of limbs and ears and severe lacerations. Humanitarian organizations fear that
che actual number of victims may be much larger (see sect. III below) .

16 ECOMOG is being supported by units of the Sierra Leonean Civil Defence
Force (CDF), which is composed of irregular community-based fighters who fought
the junta before the restoration of the legitimate Government. The Civil

/ ...
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Defence Force includes Kamajors, who are regionally based rural militia mainly
from che south and parts of the east, as well as Tamaboros from che Koinadugu
distric~, Donsos from the Kono distric~ and Kapras, who are mainly from the
Tonkolili district in the north. Though many CDF members are hunters who use
traditional weapons, others are primarily farmers or students who joined the
armed st~~ggle against the junta. They are armed wi~h a wide variety of weapons
and often lack formal training and discipline. Though technically under ECOMOG
control, their command and control structures are loose and informal.

17. On 4 and 5 May 1998 at Accra, my Special Envoy attended the seventeenth
mee~ing of ECOWAS Chiefs of Staff convened to discuss the situation in Sierra
Leone. At the meeting, the Nigerian Chief of Defence Staff, Major-General
A. A. Abubakar, outlined ECOMOG's objectives in Sierra Leone as follows: the
attainment of peace, the training of a new Sierra Leonean army, and the
disarmament, demobilization and reintegratlon of Sierra Leonean combatants into
society, accompanied by humanitarian assistance. The achievement of these
objectlves would be followed by the withdrawal of ECOMOG.

18. ECOMOG has deployed three brigades and an independent battalion, altogether
comprising approximately 12,000 men, in Sierra Leone and has appealed for a
further 6,000 to enable it to carry out its funct~ons more effectively. A
number of participants expressed willingness, in principle, to contribute forces
to ECOMOG's operations in Sierra Leone. However, the countries concerned
stressed that they were not in a position to do so without substantial financial
and logistical assistance.

Action taken bv the United Nations

19. Beginning on 4 May 1996, pursuant to resolution 1162 (1996), eight militarJ
liaison personnel were deployed in Freetown under the authority of my Special
Envoy. The military officers, who are led by a Brigadier-General from Ind~a,

are from Kenya (two), the Russian Federation (two), the United Kingdom (one) and
Zambia (two). Two police advisers, one from Namibia and one from Kenya, as well
as an adviser on planning for disarmament and demobilization, are expected to be
deployed shortly. Some vehicles and communications equipment have also been
deployed to S~erra Leone for the use of the officers.

20. The liaison officers have begun to travel through parts of the country to
assess the situation with a view to finalizing plans for their deployment and
for the disarmament of former combatants. The ECOMOG Force Commander,
Brigadier-General Maxwell Khobe, has welcomed their arrival and promised his
full cooperation.

21. The office of my Special Envoy has also been strengthened by the addition
of a political affairs officer and a human rights adviser. In addition, I have
taken seeps to strengthen the human rights element of the office of my Special
Envoy and have approached a number of Gove~ments on an urgent basis to reques~

them to make available suitably qualified trial monitors.

22. From 26 to 29 May 1998, my Special Representative for Children in Armed
Conflict, Mr. Olara A. Otunnu, visited Sierra Leone to assess the plight cf
children affected by the conflict. During his visit, Mr. Otunnu met with

/ .
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P~eside~t Kabbah , MiListers and Pa~liamenta=ians, as well as with ~he Force
Commander of 2COMOG, the National Coordina~cr of CDF and representa~lves of
United Nations agencies and non-governmental organizations. He visited Dar~,

Segbwema and Kenema, accompanied by the Minister for Social Wel=are, Gender and
Chlldren's Affairs, Mrs. Shirley Gbujama, my Special Envoy, the United Nations
Resident Coordinator and the representative of UNICEF.

23. In discussions with the Government, ECOMOG and CDF, important commitments
were made to my Special Representative in relation to the rights, protection and
welfare of children. It was agreed that a jOlnt task force for the
demobilization of child combatants, comprising the Government, ECOMOG, CDF, the
United Nations and international humanitarlan agencies, would be constituted.
The Government agreed not to recruit children under 18 years of age into a new
national army. The Civil Defence Force committed to stop recruiting and
initiatlng children under 18 and to begin the process of demobilization of child
combatants within their ranks. Along with ECOMOG, CDF also undertook that
children captured in or fleeing from areas held by junta elements would receive
special protection. President Kabbah directed that a coordination group
conslsting of relevant Ministries, United Natlons agencies and non-governmental
organizations, be established to coordinate an effective national response to
the needs of children affected by armed conflict. Following their discussion
w~th Mr. Otunnu, an all-party group of Parliamentarians constituted a caucus to
serve as parliamentary advocates for the rights, protectlon and welfare of
children affected by armed conflict in Sierra Leone.

24. kt che conclusion of his visit, Mr. Otunnu proposed that the international
community make Sierra Leone one of the pilot proj ects for a more concerted aI1d
effective response in the context of post-conflict peace-oullding.

Militarv and security situation in Sierra Leone

25. The security situation in Freetown continues to be favourable, with a
strong but discreet ECOMOG presence and widespread deployment of the Sierra
Leonean police. Schools, banks and markets are functioning normally, some
international air links to the airport at Lungi have been restored and food and
fuel products are widely available. Nevertheless, ECOMOG has continued to
recover weapons in house-to-house searches conducted on the basis of information
received about the presence in Freetown of former junta members and common
criminals.

26. Despite ECOMOG's initial success in drivlng the elemencs of the Junta
rebels back towards the east of the country, several groups of rebels appear to
have broken out of the Kailahun district and have moved northwards and westwards
in an apparent attempt to re-establish some of their former bush camps in the
north. They have been attacking towns and villages, terrorlzing local
communities and extorting food from them. The situation in the north is now
considered unsatisfactory and food convoys have co be guarded by armed escort.

27. Moreover, in the course of their retreat towards the eastern part of the
country, former junta elements inflicted extensive damage and engaged in
indiscrlminate looting and property destruction. In particular, hospitals in
most communities lack beds, drugs and equipment.

/.
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28 The United States has contributed $3.9 million to ECOMOG over a four-month
period through the logistics services company Pacific Archisects and Engineers,
which provided serrices to ECOMOG in Liberia. Some vehicles have already been
made available. It is anticipated chat this assiscance will result ~n further
ga~ns by ECOMOG against the former Junta forces. However, this contribution is
not expected to assist ~n the deployment of add~tional ECOMOG forces, for which
further contrlbutions, whether bilaterally or through the Trust Fund to support
peacekeeping and related activities in Sierra Leone, will be needed.

29 There are reports that many of the fighters supporting the fermer junta in
the east are in fact Liberian nationals. The Monitoring Group of the Economic
Community of West African States believes it has identified some of the dead
combatants as Liberians after clashes with junta elements and has reportedly
captured more than 100 Liberian fighters in the v~cinicy of Kailahun and in Kono
district.

30. On 5 May 1998, President Taylor wrote to me deprecating the "disturbing
allegation" that the Government of Liberia was involved in the conflict in
Sierra Leone and stressing his commitment to the maintenance of peace in the
region. President Taylor informed me that he had proposed to the Chairman of
ECOWAS that ECOMOG "cordon off" the border between the two countries, and said
he would welcome the concurrenCe of the United Nations with his suggestion that
United Nations monltors be deployed in the border area.

31. On 7 May 1998, the Liberian Government issued a policy statement
reaffirming that it would not permit its territor! to be used to destabilize any
neighbouring countr/ and stating that President Taylor had approved the
deployment of an ECOMOG obserrer unit at the border between Liberia and Sierra
Leone in Lofa County, Liberia.

32. The Government of Sierra Leone has welcomed the issuance of the policy
statement and has disclosed that a Liberian delegation visiting Freetown to
attend the funeral of the late spouse of the President, Mrs. Patricia Kabbah,
had met with President Kahbah and discussed che irnprovernens of relations between
the two countries.

33. In some parts of the country, misconduct by some members of CDF, arising
from their indiscipline and lack of training, has given rise to complaints from
civilians.

III . HUMAN RIGHTS

34. Since early May 1998, a human rights adviser has been attached to the
office of my Special Envoy. His main tasks have included the obserration of the
treason trials and, in close consultation with the Special Envoy and the United
Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, examining modalities to increase the
capacity of the office to monitor the human rights situation in Sierra Leone and
to asslst the Governmens in meeting its international human rights obligatlons
in a sustainable manner. In carrying out its human rights functions, the office
will work closely with all relevant elements of civil society, including
national and international non-governmental org~~izations. Both the

/ ...
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Attorney-General and ehe Chief Justice of Sierra Leone have offered their f~ll

cooperation to my Special Envoy and his staff in the exercise of his human
rights tunccions.

35. ~he main focus of human rights conce~s since my last report has been the
attacks on civilians by armed, unifo=rned groups, which are consistently reporeed
to be members of the rebel forces. They have systematically mut~lated or
severed the limbs of non-combatants around ehe towns of Koidu and Kabala, in a
zone that stretches as far west as Masiaka, south of Pore Loko. The scale cf
the attacks can be estimated from the accounts of victims who have been admlteed
to hospital. For instance, in the period from 6 April to 21 May 1998,
225 people were admitted to Connaught Hospital in Freetown with war wour.ds. A~~

but one were reported to be civilians. Of these, a quarter were amputees and
half were victims of deep lacerations The patients report thae for everyone
person who reached the hospital, some five other victims of attacks are either
dead or missing. In the same period, there have been some 500 admisslons of
war-wounded persons to other hospitals in Sierra Leone.

36. Of those victims who have received treatment, most are male, ranging in age
from 8 to 60 years. The youngest amputee admitted to hospital is, however, a
six-year-cld g~rl, one of whose arms was completely severed. Victims also
report that babies have been taken from their mothers' arms and burned alive.
There are numerous reports of rape, including one of the multiple rape of a
12-year-old girl. Doctors at one hospital state that lacerations inflicted on
one 60-year-old woman are the result of a failed attempt to behead her.

37. The office of my Special Envoy continues to receive information about human
rights abuses perpetrated by forces loyal to the junta in the period before the
restoration of the Government. From all parts of the country there are repor~s

of extrajudicial killings, rape, arbitrary detention, including for purposes of
sexual abuse, torture of children (especially of child-combatants), forced
labour and the looting and destruction of residential and commercial premises
and property. It will remain important to document these act~ons with a view to
tackling issues of impunity and as an element in the process of promoting
reconciliation and healing of society.

38. Information has also been received regarding widespread acts of
extrajudicial revenge killings perpetrated against alleged junta collaborators
following the restoration of the Government. In just one town, Kenema, there
are reports of some 50 revenge killings. Some of those killed were children,
with at least one case occurring in Freetown. There are reportedly still many
people in hiding for fear of being subjected to revenge attacks. Reportedly
some 100 of those hiding in the Freetown area are children. The Government has
given assurances that revenge attacks will be investigated and prosecuted.

39. Reports indicate that elements of the Kamajors are responsible for
violation of the human rights and rights under humanitarian law of both
combatants and non-combatants. This militia force continues to include large
numbers of male children. Concerns have been expressed to the Government on
these matters and it has indicated that it is taking action to correct the
situaeion (see paras. 22 -24 above) .

/ ...
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40. My Special Envoy continues to monitor the implementation of the state of
emergency declared by the President on 10 March 1998, under which, inter al'a,
persons may be detained indefinitely without being charged or tried. There are
more than 1,000 such deta~nees held at Pademba Road Prison in Freetown. The
Government has established a screening committee to expedi~e the process of
releas~ng detainees and br~nging others to trial.

41 The Government is prosecuting 59 persons in the regular courts for charges,
variously, of treason, murder and arson. Another trial of some 20 people ~s

scheduled to scart in the coming weeks, as are a number of courts martial. The
civilian trials have, so far, proceeded in conformity with normal criminal
procedure Matters of concern are brought to the attention of the Governmenc.
The office of my Special Envoy will continue to observe the trials and will seek
to augment its capacity in this regard.

42 On 27 May 1998, a delegation of Amnesty International, which had been
studying the situation in Sierra Leone, met with my Special Envoy. The purpose
of the Amnesty mission was to examine incidents that had occurred dur~ng the
period of junta r~le, as well as the extent of atrocities currently being
committed by the remnants of the junta. Amnesty International is also reviewing
the detention and trial in Freetown of persons accused of participating in or
collaboracing with the junta.

IV. HUMANITARIAN SITUATION

43. The humanitarian situation in Sierra Leone is fluid. In the western area
and the southern and eastern provinces (with the exception of Kailahun
district), aid agencies have begun to reactivate programmes as they have
benefited from improved security and access. In northern and north-eastern
S~erra Leone, however, the sicuation has continued to deteriorate as a result of
the activity of the former junta forces described above.

44. The humanitarian consequences of the wave of atrocities are very severe.
Government hospitals in Makeni, Magburaka and Kabala and health clinics
throughout the north have been overwhelmed by the influx of civilians suffering
from amputations and maimings and are hampered by staff shortages and logistical
constraints.

45. There has already been an outbreak of measles in two camps in the north and
there is a severe risk of further outbreaks of epidemics such as cholera with
the imminent onset of the rainy season. Furthermore, the non-governmental
organization Action contre la Faim, which operates therapeutic feeding centres
in Maken~ and Magburaka, has reported a large influx of malnourished children
under the age of f~ve. Admissions have doubled during the past week.
Malnutrition levels are increasing, and there are indications that the
10 per cent global acute malnutrition threshold, at which an emergency response
1S required, is being breached. If the security situation in the north
continues to deteriorate, there is a serious risk that the harvest will be
looted by armed elements, thus further undermin~ng the food security of the
rural population.
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46. The Offi·::e of t::c.e United Nations Eigh Commissione= fo= Refugees (TJNHCRi has
reporced that refugees from S~erra Leone are cont~nuing to flow into ?a=anah,
K~ssidougou and Gueckedou prefectu=es in eastern Guinea at a rate of 300 people
per day. Many new arrivals, part~::ular:y children, suffer from malnutrition.
L~CR has documented the recent cases of at least 82 victims of rebel
atrocities, includ~ng 28 who were mutilated. The refugees corne mainly from the
districts of Kailahu.~, Kana and Kenema. The influx is taking place despite
reported attempts by the remnants of the junta to prevent people from leaving
those areas. At the same time, about 40,000 internally displaced persons have
flooded into the towns of Masingbi, Makeni, Kabala and Magburaka. Over the past
three months, some 237,000 Sierra Leoneans have poured into Guinea and Liberia,
bringing the total number of Sierra Leonean refugees in the two neighbouring
countries to 530,000 people since the start of the conflict in 1991.

47. On 2 June 1998, UNHCR issued an urgent appeal for $7.3 million to help
refugees who have fled from the rebel forces. The amount is designed to cover
rel~ef assiscance to new arrivals ~n Guinea fu~d Liberia until the end of the
year. This followed a visit to Freetown from 2 to 3 June 1998 by the Assistant
H~gh Commissioner for Refugees, Mr. Soren Jessen-Petersen.

48. The humanitarian response to the crisis in the north has been severe~y

constrained by the difficulty of access owing to security risks. Road travel
from Freetown to Makeni and Koidu is restricted, since agencies are reluctant to
travel by road for fear of attacks Furthermore, many aid agency staff were
threatened by AFRC/RUF elements during the perlod of the ECOMOG intervention and
no relief agency has deployed international staff permanently up-countrj since
then.

49. Nevertheless, the United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF), the World Health
Organization (WHO) and the non-governmental organization Medecins sans
Frontieres have sent medicines, bedding and plastic sheeting to the north. The
International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) and Medecins sans Frontieres
have offered to coordinate the joint distribution of medical supplies to
hospitals in Makeni, Magburaka and Kabala. UNICEF has delivered supplies to
Kenema and supported efforts by the local authorities to immunize more than
400 children against measles, and the World Food Programme (WFP) is providing
assistance to health institutions.

50. From 5 to 6 May 1998, the Humanitarian Assistance Coordination Unit also
co-sponsored a workshop for community leaders in the Bo district concerning the
code of conduct that governs the activities of relief workers. The workshop was
planned in response to incidents of the commandeering of vehicles by Kamajors
and ECOMOG in the area. Non-governmental organizations have since reported that
the Kamajors have facilitated the safe passage of relief supplies and it is now
intended to conduct similar workshops in other parts of the country, including
Kenema.

51. An lnter-agency mission led by the United Nations Humanitarlan Coordinator
on 19 May 1998 to Daru and Segbwema found the situation in the south-east of the
countrj, wh~ch had been inaccessible for some months for security reasons, more
favourable than expected in some respects. However, large numbers of
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unaccompanied children were identi£iec w~c are in need of family-t=aci~g

services, feeding and health care

52 Mr. Sergio Vleira de Mello, Under-Secretary-General for Humanitar~an

Affairs, will v~sit Sierra Leone from 10 to 12 June 1998 in order to obserre at
first hand the ongoing humanitarian programmes and the current difficulties
faced by the humanitarian commtLTlity.

V. DISARMAMENT AND DEMOBILIZATION

53. Both the Abidjan Agreement of 30 November 1996 between the Government of
Slerra Leone and RUF and the Conakry Agreement of 23 October 1997 between ECOWAS
and AFRC contain provisions for the disarmament and demobilizatlon of Sierra
Leonean fighters and their relntegration into society. In his statement at the
State opening of Parliament, President Kabbah called on all remnants of the
AFRC/RUF to surrender, offering them assurances that they would be treated
humanely in accordance with the Geneva Conventlon and its additional Protocols.
The President also indicated that elements of the Conakry Agreement and the
Abidjan Agreement would be taken into consideration in the implernentatlon of the
disarmament and demobilization programme. The prompt implementation of such a
programme is regarded as essential to the stabili~y of Sierra Leone and of the
subregion in general.

54. Following the removal of the junta by force by ECOMOG in February and the
subsequent ECOMOG action throughout the rest of the country, the _~idj~~

Agreement and the Conakry Agreement are consldered to have been effectively
superseded. However, in the parts of the country that have now been brought
under Government control, some aspects of those instruments that govern the
disarmament and demobilization of former Sierra Leonean fighters might still be
applicable. These include the following categories: members of the former
Republic of Sierra Leone Military Forces (RSk~F), including members of .~RC, the
country's former army, which has now effectively been dissolved; members of RUF;
members of CDF; and ohild soldiers.

55. Both ECOMOG and theGover~ment have developed plans for the disarmament and
demobilization of former combatants and for their reintegration into society.
Pursuant to the recommendations of the joint mission described in paragraph 8
above, the Government has adopted a comprehensive framework for the disarmament,
demobilization, reinsertion and reintegration of ex-combatants and their
families. The plan envisages the establishment of a Sierra Leone veterans
assistance board to be chaired by President Kabbah, which would, in close
cooperation wlth ECOMOG, the United Nations and donors, supervise the
disarmament and demobilization of an estimated 32,000 former combatants in three
phases, provisionally over the next 19 months. A small executive secretarlat
will be charged with the implementation of the policies of the Board in close
coordination with ECOMOG and the United Nations.

56. The demobilization process will begin with a rigorous registration process
to ensure that eliglble ex-combatants receive ldentification documents. The
first prlority is the demobllization of some 5,000 to 7,000 former members of
che Republic of Sierra Leone Military Forces already disarmed by ECOMOG and
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assembled in camps around Freetowr., ~.e. at Wilberforce Barracks, 3enguema
Tra~ning Cencre and Lung~. ECOMOG has recently reported that the numbers of men
at each camp have fallen, apparently ~ecause some of the men have been
provisionally released. Units of CDF in parts of the country deemed secure by
the Government and local authorities will also be demobllized in phase I and
will undergo a similar and registrat~on exercise Some CDF units have already
~eturned to thei= communities of origin in prepa=ation far the disarmament
process, though many CDF fighters have also recently been moved up to the Daru
area, apparently to jcin the offensive against the former junta forces at
Ka~lahun. On 25 March 1998, President Kahban formally requested the
international community to provide food for the maintenance of the 7,000
ex-combatants for a two-month period.

57. Preliminary estimates indicate that there are some 1,000 disabled soldiers,
500 female ex-combatants and about 2,500 children Under the plan, all adult
ex-combatants will receive the same reinsertlcn assistance, the level and nacure
of which will be determined by the Sierra Leone Veterans Assistance Board, in
consultation with donors. The reinsertion assistance will be provided In
instalments in order to provide a transitional safety net to ex-combatant
famllies, to encourage them to remain in their areas of resettlement and to
monitor their reintegration progress. Furthermore, the Government intends to
provide a community-based social and economic reintegra~ion assistance to assist
ex-combatants to return to sustainable and productive lives in their
communities. Particularly vulnerable groups of ex-combatants, such as child
soldlers and the dlsabled, will receive specialized assistance.

sa. The Government intends to proceed with the disarmament, demobllizatlon,
reinsertion and relntegration process as far as possible, notwithstanding
continuing fighting in some parts of the country. The rapid demobilization of
the encamped RSLMF will reduce the security and cost burden borne by the
Government and ECOMOG in maintaining the camps. Insofar as adequate reinsertlon
and reintegration assistance and effective monitoring systems are put in place
as planned, the Government is confident that thls process will contribute to
natlonal reconciliatlon and reconstruction.

59. Though the plan envisages specific phases, provisionally scheduled to
culminate in January 2000, these depend in part on the willlngness of those who
are still resisting ECOMOG's advance and terrorizing civilians in the north tc
surrender. It is not clear at this time whether these men, who appear to
include the most violent and ruthless supporters of the former junta, in~end to
surrender or, if so, under what circumstances this might take p:ace.

60 Another important aspect of the plan that remains to be clarified concerns
the source of the funding. The plan is not accompanied by a cost estimate, but
an earlier Government assessment of the likely costs arrived at a figure of some
$14 million. Slnce that estimate was arrived at in respect of a more modes~

operatlon, the llkely cost of the current exercise is likely to exceed it. No
commltment has yet been made by donors for the funding of the exercise.
However, the Government belleves ic has made some progress in identifying
sufficient funds to continue to feed the surrendered soldiers for the next two
months or so.

I
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61 On 5 June 1998, my Sgec~a~ Envoy convened a meecing of United Nations
agenc~es, non-goverr.mental organizations and donor representatives to dlscuss
the coordination of inte=national support and contributions to the disarmament,
demobillzation and relDtegration of the 7,000 ex-combatants.

62. On 12 June 1998, the World Bank. which par~icipated in the multi-donor
joint mission mentioned in parasraph 8 above, will send two consultants to
Sierra Leone to discuss with all partic~pants the fur~her refinement of t~e

plan, lncluding practical arrangements to make It operationally effective.
These arrangements are expected to include the provision of strong technical
asslstance to the executive secretariat of the Sierra Leone Veterans Assistance
Board.

VI. PROPOSED ACTION TO BE T.l\.....XEN BY THE UNITED NATIONS

63 In the complex and volatile situation currently prevailing in Sierra Seone,
the priority task is to promote stability and security by disarming and
demobilizing as many former combatants as possible, as soon as possible. The
plan adopted by the Government on the advice of the multi-donor joint mission
provides a useful basis to accomplish this goal, though much remains to be done
in terms of identifying sources of funding and determining the precise roles to
be played by the international community. In general terms, I would envisage
that, under the overall authority of the Government, my Special Envoy would
ensure that the various donors continued to coordinate their activities closely.
Within that framework the Uniced Nations Development Programme (UNDP) , worklng
through the United Nations Offlce for Project Servlces, and in close cooperation
with donors and implementing parcners, would carry out the arrangements put in
place for disarmament and demobilization prior to the May 1997 coup.

64. In this context, I intend to convene a high-level conference in the near
future in order to mobilize assistance for the disarmament, demobilization and
reintegracion process, and foi the reconstruction, rehabilitation of Sierra
Leone. The conference would also address the need to provide logistical and
other support to ECOMOG in order to improve its capacity to carry out its
peacekeeping role, as well as for emergency and humanitarian needs.

65. Moreover, I believe the United Nations could render immediate assistance to
Sierra Leone by deploying a limited number of unarmed military observers to
assist in tasks of pressing importance. Such a deployment at this stage could
lend much-needed impetus to a fragile but vital process, which deserves the
support of the international community. It could also assist my Special Envoy
to avert further bloodshed among clvilians and combatants alike - both ECOMOG
and Sierra Leonean - by helping to encourage the surrender of former junta
elements in the event that this appeared to be possible. Finally, a more
visible Unlted Nations presence could ser<e to bolster the confidence of the
Government and people of Sierra Leone in the commitment to their cause of the
international community and encourage mere substantial donor support for
dlsarmament, demobilization and longer-term rehabilitation and development.

66. I have therefore developed a concept of operations for a United Nations
peacekeeping observer mission, inltially for a six-month period, whose immediate
obJectives would be the following:
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(a) To monitor the military ane security situation in the cQunt=y as a
whole with a view to assisting the Government and ECOMOG in the subsequent
implementation of disarmament and demobilization phases as outl~ned in the
Government's plan;

(b) To monitor the demob~lization of former combatants already disarmed by
ECOMOG and concentrated in sec~re areas of the country. This would ~nvolve

collabaracion with ECOMOG in its ac~~vitiesJ including the provis~on of sec~rlcy

and arms collection and destruction;

(c) To assist in monitoring respect for international humanitarian law at
dlsarmament and demobilization s~tes;

(d) To monitor the voluntar/ disarmament and demobilization of members of
CDF in their home regions and to monitor progress in the creat~on of a new
national army;

(e) To observe, as securJ..ty conditions permit,
and east of the country, with a view to assisting in
demobilization of surrendering former junta forces;

the situation in the north
the disarmament and

(f) To continue to provide my Special Envoy for Sierra Leone with regular
information concerning the military and security situation in the country as a
whole.

67. The mission would be known as the United Nations Observer Mission in 3ierra
Leone (UNOMSIL) and would be led by my Special Envoy, Mr. Francis G. Okelo, who
would be designated Special Representative for Slerra Leone. The Chief Military
Observer would be Brigadier-General Subhash C. Joshi (India), who is currently
the team leader of the small military liaison cell deployed to Sierra Leone
pursuant to resolution 1162 (1998) UNOMSIL would subsume the offlce of my
Special Envoy and its staff and the related cost estimates will be issued
shortly as an addendum to the present report.

68. The activities described above would require up to 70 officers, as well as
a medical unit of up to lS persons, with the necessary equipment and civilian
administrative support staff.

69. In view of the volatile security situation outside the capital, the
deployment would take place in phases, with the first group of approximately 40
military observers being deployed, starting during the month of July 1998, to
Freetown, Hastings and Lungi. The timing of subsequent deployments would then
depend on the security situation, the progress of implementation of the
Government's disarmament and demobilization plan and the availability of the
necessary logistical equipment and resources. In thlS connection, I would call
on the Government of Sierra Leone to be prepared to make available to the
mission such premises and serVlces as they can. At this stage, I would
provisionally anticipate that the second phase of deployment would then take
place in August-September, with the flnal phase beginning in October.

70. The observers would be deployed at each of the three camps where former
Republic of Sierra Leone Milltary Forces are now being detained, ie.,
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W~lberforce Bar~acks, Benguema Training Centre a~d Lw~gi; at the three ECCMOG
Brlgade headquarters at Hastings, Makeni and Bo; and at a headquarters location
to suppert t~e Chief Military Observer. During the next phases, subject to the
conslderatlons identified above, observers could be deployed outside the
immedia~e area of Freetown, including to the home regions of CDF members
returning to undertake voluntary disarmament and demobilization as and when they
considered cheir home communities suff!..ciently secure.

71 The mission would be provided wich adequate air support in order to ensure
mobillty and security, as well as casualty and medical evacuations. A boat
would also be requlred to facilitate travel and communications between Lungi and
Freetown.

72. Should the Security Council agree to these measures, I will establish
security arrangements for United Nations personnel with the Chairman of ECGWAS
and conclude a status of mission agreement with the Government of Sierra Leone.

73. The deployment described above would require a commensurate expansion in
the size of the office of the Special Representative, including information and
politlcal officers, as well as the necessary administrative and support staff.

74. I would also propose to increase to four the number of human rights
officers attached to the office of my Special Envoy. These officers, under the
direction of the Special Representative, and in close cooperation with the
Un~ted Nat~ons High Commissioner for Human Rights, would have a monitoring role
and the task of addressing the country's long-term human rights institution
building needs.

75. An ~ncrease in the number of civilian police advisers from two to five
would also be required. These officers would advise the Government and local
police officials on police practice, training and recruitment, in particular on
the need to respect internationally accepted standards of policing in democratic
societies. They would also monitor the progress of the restructuring of the
Sierra Leonean police force.

76 At this point, it is difficult to assess whether an expansion of the
miss~on might be needed six months from now and, if so, what form it might take.
My recommendations on this matter will depend on ECOMOG's progress in restoring
security throughout the country. If the presence of United Nations personnel in
areas of continuing insecurity is considered desirable in order to reduce
bloodshed by encouraging armed elements to surrender, or if areas of Sierra
Leone now secure come under threat from hostile elements, thought must be given
to ensuring the security of United Nations personnel. Although ECOMOG is a
capable force and has indicated it would guarantee the security of the
observers, it is also a potential target of attacks by the remnants of the
junta. Unarmed military observers under its protection might not be regarded as
neutral by hostile armed elements and their safety m~ght therefore be
jeopardized.

77. For those reasons, I could envisage the possibility, at a future seage, of
recommending the deployment of a highly mobile unit of armed United Nations
troops, operating in close cooperation with ECOMOG but independent of it, to

/.



~-7b(

S/1998/486
English
Page ::'5

protec~ observe=s in locations where their security might be at risk, but where
the~r neutral presence may be helpful in encourag~ng armed elemen:s to
surrender. However, : do not believe that the tlme is ripe to make such a
recommendation to the Council at this stage.

78. The deployment of ECOMOG troops at the border with Liberia could help lay
to rest allegations of the influx of arms or the provision of armed assistance
to the junta by foreign forces. I commend the Government of Liberia for its
policy statement reaffirming that it will not permic its territorf co be used to
destabilize any neighbouring country. Verification that chis was the case
would, in my vie'N, improve the security climate throughout the entire subregion
and lmprove mutual confidence among its member couneries. I hope there wlll be
further discusslons between the Heads of State of the subregion on these
matters.

79. I therefore intend to pursue with President Taylor his proposal for the
deployment of a small contingent of United Nations military observers at the
border with Sierra Leone, in order to assist in verifying that Liberian
terrltorj is not being used to destabilize sierra Leone and that foreign forces
are not assisting the remnants of the former junta there. I will also discuss
the matter with President Kabbah and with the Chairman of ECOWAS and revert to
the Council in due course.

VII. OBSERVATIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

80. Since my last report, the situation in S~erra Leone has in some respects
improved considerably. Since its restoration on 10 March 1998, the Government
has moved rapidly to reassert les authority throughout much of the countrf·
President Kabbah has nominated a compact Cabinet of acknowledged exper~s In
their fields, all of whom have been confirmed by Pa~liament, as well as a Chief
Juscice.

81. However, in the eastern part of Sierra Leone and parts of the north, the
remnants of the former junta continue to resist ECOMOG forces and attack Sie~ra

Leonean civilians. I join with the Council in deploring the continued
reslstance to the legitimate Government, in calling on the supporters of the
junta to lay dawn their arms, and in condemning the mutllations, rapes, looting
and othe~ atrocities carried out by junta elements against the civilian
population. I also align myself with the commendation expressed for ECOWAS and
ECOMOG in the presidential stacement adopted on 20 May 1998 (S/PRST/1998/13) for
the important role they are playing to restore peace and security in Sierra
Leone, and support the call for Member States to provide technical and
logistical support to assist ECOMOG to continue to enhance its abillty to carry
out its peacekeeping role and contribute to bringing an end to the atrocities
being committed against the people of Sierra Leone. In this context, I welcome
the logistical assistance provided by the United States. I am also grateful for
the contribution made by the United Kingdom, and invite other Member States to
make contributions to the Trust ?und to support peacekeeping and related
activities in Slerra Leone.
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82. :t is clear that the~~ are a s~gni:icant number of v~ctims of rene:
ac=oc~:~es who =emaiu l~ the bush or who are other~ise unable to receive medical
attentlon I applaud the efforts of United Nations human~carian personnel,
ECOMOG and the non-governmental org~~izations i~ locating and aiding victims.
However, more must be done as a matter of urgency, including the provision of
additlonal medical and surglcal capacity, including hospital beds. In the
longer term, the agenc~es and the non-governmental organizations concerned wlll
need to offer support in the form of prosthesis services for all amputees and
psycho-social treatment of traumatlzed victims and their families. In chis
context, I welcome the lntention of ICRC to dispatch a surgical team to Sierra
Leone to augment local medlcal facilities.

83 I callan the Government of Slerra Leone to contlnue to show the ~ecessary

resolve to adhere to international human rights standards and its own
distlnguished legal traditlons in ensuring that those accused of the gravest
crimes against the State and its people receive fair trials. I am aware chat
the Government has held to this course so far in the face of strongly voiced
public contempt for the accused.

84 I express my appreciation to those Member States and others who have
contrlbuted to the flash appeal for humanitarian assistance and for various
humanltarlan projects.

85. : recommend that che Security Council establish an observer mission in
Sierra Leone, to be known as the United Nations Observer Mission in Sierra Leone
(UNOMSIL), with the mandate and concept of operatlons descr~bed ~n paragraphs bb

to 7l above and with the necessary augmentation of civilian and civilian police
scaff as set out In paragraphs 73 to 75 above.

86. During the slx-month period of the mandate, I would keep the situation
closely under review and would make further recommendations to the Council
concernlng a possible extension or expansion of the misslon as the circumstances
permitted.

87. I support the recommendation of my Special Representative for Children in
Armed Conflict that Sierra Leone be made one of the pilot projects for a more
concerted and effective response in the context of post-conflict peace-buildlng.

88. Flnally, I wish to express my appreciation to my Special Envoy and to all
United Nations staff In Sierra Leone for their efforts over the past several
weeks.
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FIFTH REPORT OF TEE SECRETARY-GENERF~ ON THE UNITED NATIONS
OBSERVER MISSION IN SIERR.~ LEONE

I . INTRODUCTION

1. On the basis of my reports dated 16 December 1998 (8/1998/1176) and
7 January 1999 (S/1999/20), the Security Council, on 12 January 1999, adopted
resolution 1220 (1999) _ By paragraph 3 of that resolution, the Security Council
requested me to keep the Co~~cil closely informed on the situation in Sierra
Leone and to submit a further report, by 5 March 1999, with recommendations on
the future deployment of the United Nations Observer Mission in Sierra Leone
(UNOMSIL) and the implementation of its m~"date. The present report is
submitted in accordance with that request.

II . MILITARY AND SECLJRITY DEVELOPMENTS

Rebel attack on F~eetown and its aftermath

2. As described in my report of 7 January 1999 (see 8/1999/20, para. 10),
rebel fighters belonging to the ~~ed Forces Revolutionary Council (AFRC) and
the Revolutionary United Front (RUF) attacked Freetown on 6 J~~uary 1999. The
rebels attacked the city from the east ~~d penetrated as far as the centre,
which they held for four days before being forced to withdraw by a
counterattack. The fighting resulted in the deaths of between 3,000 and 5,000
persons, including rebel fighters, soldiers of the Economic Community of West
African 8tates Monitoring Group (ECOMOG), members of the Civil Defence Force
(CDF) militia who were defending the capital and large numbers of civilian
inhabitants. M~~y civilians were severely mutilated by the rebels. Up to
150,000 people were displaced in and around Freetown, and the rebels burnt down
large numbers of public buildings ~~d homes. A fuller description of the
atrocities is contained in section IV below.

3. After fierce fighting, ECOMCG forces located in the western part of
Freetown, reinforced from the main ECOMOG base at Lungi, m~~aged to expel the
rebels ~~d regain control of the city. However, several thousand rebels are
thought to remain in the Peninsula Mo~~tains surrounding Freetown, despite
ECOMOG and CDF efforts to dislodge them. It is also believed that UII.k..:.""10wn

numbers of rebels might have infiltrated the city and remain there ready to
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launch further attacks. Consequently, the s~curity situation in Freetown,
despite recent improvements, should still be considered volatile. On
24 February, ECOMOG succeeded in expelling the rebels from Waterloo, although
they remain in a position to cut the main road from Freetown to Bo and Kenema.

4. The rebels are now thought to control much of the north of the country,
though ECOMOG has, with varying success, contested rebel control arc~~d Lunsar,
Port Lako and Kambia, and retains possession of Kabala w~d Burnbtll"a. In the
south, ECOMOG has repulsed several rebel attacks on Kenema. Around Bo, the
second largest city in Sierra Leone, the ~ituation remains calm but t~~se.

Rebel forces reportedly rely on some foreign mercenaries, including Europeans
and Liberians, and are reported to be receiving weapons from outside the
country.

5. During the crisis, which began in mid-December, ECOMOG received several
thousand reinforcements from Nigeria, Ghana, Guinea and Mali. However, some
doubt has been eastover the longer-term future of ECOMOG in Sierra Leone in the
light of statements made by candidates in the Nigerian elections. The
contribution of Nigeria to ECOMOG has been so central that ECOMOG's military
viability could be threatened if that contribution were reduced. Though effor~s

to create a Sierra Leonean army deserve further support, "the army is unlikely to
be able to bear the burden alone, at least for the foreseeable future.

6. UNOMSIL evacuated all its international personnel, many of its vehicles and
much of its equipment immediately prior to the 6 January attack, as did other
United Nations agencies, Governments and many non-governmental organizations
(NGOs) represented in Sierra Leone. The relocation was followed by a
substantial reduction in the number of staff, in particular military and
civilian police. The remaining staff will stay in Conakry until the security
situation is considered acceptable. My Special Representative,
Francis G. Okelo, and members of his civiliw~ and military staff, including the
Chief Military Observer, Brigadier-General Subhash Joshi (India), have paid
brief visits to Freetown to study the situation first-hand w"d to maintain
contacts with the Government of Sierra Leone and with ECOMOG, as well as with
civil society. On 3 March, following improvements in the security situation, it
was decided to permit the return of a limited number of United Nations perso~~el

as Boon as possible. The security situation will continue to be kept under
close review.

Disarmame~t and demobilization

7. Following the rebel offensive in December and January, ex-soldiers in the
disarmament and demobilization camp at Lungi were relocated by the Government in
Freetown. The majority of them appear to have either joined the rebels or
disappeared, while some lost their lives during the rebel attack on Freetown.
On 4 Februarl 1999, the National Committee on Disarmament, Demobilization and
Reintegration held an emergency meeting to examine the situation regarding
ex-combatants. During the meeting, the Vice-President stated that there was no
ch~~ge in the Goverr~ent's policy on disarmament, demobilization and
reintegration. As of Februa~I 1999, approximately 1,000 of the 3,000
ex-combatants originally at the Lungi Demobilization Centre had reported to
ECOMOG and now are temporarily located within Freetown. At the meeting it was
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decided ~ha~ these ex-combat~~ts should be accommodated and cared for
separately. It welcomed the offer by the Department for International
Development of the Government of the United Kingdom of Great Britain fu"d
Northe~ Ireland to provide food fu"d medical treatment for ex-combatants in che
disarmamenc, demobilization and reintegration programme ~"d to assist in
measures to improve the camp security. The Department for International
Development has also be~~ providing food, at Lungi Garrison, for 600 dependants
of ex-combatants in the programme. The meeting also agreed that ex-combatants
would be relocated to Lungi following an overall improvement in the security
situation.

8. :t may be noted that the two remaining u~OMSIL medical doctors have
provided medical assistance to some of the ex-soldiers in the disarmament,
demobilization and reintegration programme. This humanitarian gesture has been
appreciated by the Government, ECOMOG, ex-soldiers in the programme and the
public.

Civ'; lia..n. Dolice

9. As described in my earlier reports, prior to the rebel attack on Freetown,
UNOMSIL civilian police had ~n.dertaken a wide range of activities to promote the
reconstitucion of the police force in Sierra Leone. During the rebel attack on
Freetown, more than 200 policemen and members of their families were killed, and
police equipment and infrastructure were destroyed, including the Criminal
Investigation Department headquarters and all its files, records and
documentation. The Pademba Road prison was also broken into and all of the
prisoners escaped, a situation which poses a serious security threat. This has
significantly impaired the Government's efforts to maintain law and order in the
city. As a result, the Government's plans to reorganize the police force will
require substantial external assistance.

III. POLITICAL DEVELOPMENTS

Activities of the Government of Sierra Leone

10. The Government of Sierra Leone has continued to refine its policy with
regard to negotiations with the rebels, and to take initiatives accordingly. On
7 January 1999, President F~ad Tejan Kahbah met with Corporal Foday S~n.koh, the
leader of RUF, in an effort to arrange a cease£ire. On 16 Janua~z, the
President issued a statement reiterating his readiness to pursue political
dialogue and repeating his offer of amnesty to the rebels.

11. On 7 February 1999, President Ahmad Tejan Kahbah delivered a radio
broadcas~ in which he again indicated his readiness to engage in a dialogue with
the rebel leaders, ~~ to allow Foday Sankoh to meet other RUF leaders, provided
that RUF accepted the legitimacy of the Government. The President stated thac
the Abidjan Peace Agreement of November 2.996 (5/1996/1034) could be used as a
frame of reference for such a dialogue.

12. On 22. February, President Kabbah addressed the people of Sierra Leone in a
nacionwide radio broadcast in which he called on the Securi~y Council,
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especially its permanent members, to exert pressure on those States and
individuals who continue to supply the weapons a~d logistics which are being
used to kill Sierra Leone~~s. President Kabbah scated that it was no longer
enough for the COlli~cil to condemn the activities of the rebels, but co consider
the possibility of taking further action, not excluding the threat of force,
against the rebels i~ order to give effect to the Council's previous demands
that che rebels cease all violence and seek genuine dialogue for the restoration
of lasting peace and stability in Sierra Leone. ~resident Kabbah also
reasserted his Goverrrment's determination to defend the territori of Sierra
Leone. President Kabbah's address has been circulated as a document of the
Security Council (S/1999/186).

13. On 25 Februari, the Minister of Information, Communications, Tourism and
Culture reaffirmed the Government's commitment to dialogue with the rebels,
stressing the crucial import~~ce of seeking the views ~Dd suggestions of the
civil society and expressing ~he C~vernment's readiness to review the Abidjan
Peace Agreement in the light of the prevailing situation.

14. On 28 Febr~ari, President Kabbah again addressed the nation in a radio
broadcast in which he agreed that Foday Sankoh and RUF members could hold their
internal consultations in Lome or Bamako. He stressed that, fallowing these
consultations, the RUF leader should be returned to Freetown to resume his
appeal against his conviction for treason and related offences (see S/1998/1176,
para. 4). The President also called for the immediate release of all civilians
being held in detention by the rebels, including children and women whom they
had abducted during the recent attack on Freetown.

Activities of the United Nat;ons

15. In the aftermath of the rebel attack, my Special Representative, in close
consultation with the Governmencs of Sierra Leone and of a number of countries
of the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS), initiated or
participated in a series of diplomatic efforts aimed at strengthening ECOMOG
while opening up dialogue with the rebels. Following the initial involvement 0:
the Government of Toga, the current Chairman of ECOWAS, and the Government of
Cote d'Ivoire, my Special Representative visited Abuja, Lome ~"d Accra towards
the end of January in order to help coordinate the ECOWAS response to the
crisis.

16. These diplomatic activities culminated in the meeting, in Conakrf, on
29 January, of the Heads of State of the three troop-contributing countries of
ECOMOG: Ghana, Guinea and Nigeria. At that meeting, President Rawlings,
President Conte and President Abubakar agreed on the need to convene an ECOWAS
summit meeting an Sierra Leone, to be followed by a visit by representatives of
the ECOWAS Committee of Six on Sierra Leone to New York to brief the Security
Council. The Committee of Six on Sierra Leone comprises those three countries,
as well as Togo, Cote d'Ivoire and Liberia. The three Heads of Stace also
instr~cted their Ministers for Foreign Affairs to develop a strategy for
pursuing the dual-track approach outlined in paragraph 15 above.

17. Following a visit to Freetown, from 13 to 16 February-, for consultations
with the Government, my Special Representative met with representatives of RUF
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in Abidjan on 21 Febr~ary to ascertain the RUF commitment to the dialoq~e and
the peace process and co discuss how best to expedite the ince~al RUF
consultations pursu~"t to President Kabbah's offer of a dialogue. These
discussions also dealt with a number of issues, including the venue, format and
duration of the internal Ru~ consultations; a ceasefire; respect for human
rights; and the provision of humanitarian assistance. The outcome of these
preliminary discussions is now being reviewed by the Government of Sierra Leone
and other members of ECOWAS. Should agreement be reached en a venue for talks
outside Sierra Leone, it would be necessary to temporarily lift the ban on the
travel of RUF leaders imposed by Security Council resolution 1132 (1997) of
8 October 1997.

Relations between Sierra Leone and Liberia

18. In response to repeated allegations that the Government of Liberia was
supporting the Sierra Leone~~ rebels (see S/1999/20, paras. 14 and 15), the
Liberian Government issued a statement, circulated as document S/1999/193, on
the conflict in Sierra Leone. In the statement, the Government reaffirmed its
recognition of the Government of President F~ad Tej~" Kabbah as the legitimate
Government of Sierra Leone, and stated further that it had not ~"d would not
support, nor be a party to, any attempt to destabilize the Republic of Sierra
Leone or any other country.

19. The Government of Liberia also ar~ounced in its statement that it had
launched an effort to repatriate and offer amnesty to Liberians fighting in
Sierra Leone and, as a matter of urgency, requested the United Nations to assist
the Governments of Sierra Leone and Liberia in identifying, documenting and
processing Liberi~"s fighting in Sierra Leone for an organized repatriation.
The Government of Liberia also renewed its request to the Security Council to
approve the deployment of United Nations monitors along with ECOMOG forces at
the Liberia/Sierra Leone border in the light of repeated allegations of illegal
shipments of arms to the rebels.

IV. HOMAN RIGHTS

20. In late January ~~d early February, UNOMSIL human rights officers visited
Freetown to conduct an assessment of the situation there. The assessment team
travelled extensively within the city and interviewed numerous people, including
victims of mutilations and other human rights violations. Members of L~e team
witnessed violations during their visit. UNOMSIL human rights officers have
also continued to monitor the situation in the rest of the country and have
undertaken a range of technical assistance activities.

2l. The team found that .the ultimate responsibility for the fighting, for most
of the civilian casualties ~~d for the related humanitarian emergency in
Freetown rested with the rebel forces. Though it was impossible to state with
precision the actual number of civilian casualties, most estimates put the total
casualty figure at between 3,000 and 5,000, including rebel fighters and ECOMOG
and COF combatants. It is feared that at least 2,000 of those casualties were
civilian inhabitants of Freetown. Many civilians were killed while being used
by the rebels as human shields i~ combat, or because they reportedly refused to
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come out into ~he streets to demonstrate in favour of the rebels.
killed while t~ying to protect family members from death or rape,
t~ing to protect their property from looting ~~d destruction.

Many were
or while

22. Much of the killing Seems to have been arbitrary and to have been carried
out by child fighters or rebel fighters under the influence of drugs or alcohol.
However, there is also evidence that some of the murders were targeted,
including, reportedly, the murder of 200 police perso~~~el. The Solicitor
General was killed during the fighting, as were the Resident Minister for the
North, an adviser to President Kahbah and at least two journalists. Other
victims who appear to have been deliberately targeted include senior officials
of the Sierra Leonean National Commission for Democracy and Human Rights, the
Council of Churches and the National Commission for Rehabilitation,
Reconstruction and Reintegration, as well as Nigeri~~ nationals.

23. According to medical sources interviewed by the human rights assessment
team, many hundreds of civilians were treated for the amputation of limbs or
other forms of mutilation, including some 70 at connaught Hospital alone. It is
feared that hundreds of other victims of mutilation did not survive to seek
treatment. Victims of amputation ~~d mutilation included men, women and
children, some as young as six years old. The mutilations were usually
inflicted with machetes or axes. During February, there was a sharp drop in
reported incidents of mutilation by rebel elements in areas where they are
located.

24. There have been reports of widespread rape and other forms of sexual abuse
by rebel elements in Freetown and Makeni. In Freetown, eyewitnesses reported
incidents of violent group rape of young women and girls rounded up by the
rebels for that heinous purpose. Many rape victims were reported to have been
subsequently abducted, mutilated or killed.

25. A significant number of the rebel combatants were children. Reports were
received of death and injuries being inflicted by boys as young as eight to
11 years old.

26. The r.ebels abducted a large but unverifiable number of people in Freetown
and other places they attacked. By mid-February, child care agencies reported
that some 2,000 children had gone missing in Freetown alone since 6 J~~uary.

Agency staff said they had witnessed the abduction by rebels of some 300 of
these children. Escapees reported that abducted boys were selected for training
as fighters, or used as porters. Women ~~d girls were taken for sexual purposes
or to cook food. A small number of prominent Sierra Leonean personalities and
foreigners were also abducted, including the Roman Catholic Archbishop of
Freetown. Foreign abductees included several Indian workers, Roman Catholic
nuns of Indian and Kenyan nationality and one Spanish and one French journalist.
Though some managed to escape, at least eight abductees were killed and twe
seriously injured. Rebels continue to hold Roman Catholic Mission persolli"el
abducted at Makeni and Kambia.

27. Rebel forces were also responsible for the deliberate widespread
destruction of civilian property and public utilities in Freetown and other
locations, such as Makeni ~~d Kambia. In the centre of Freetown, about

/
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20 ner cent of the housing stock was destroyed, with as much as 90 per cent
destroyed in the eastern outskirts of the city. Some public facilities appear
to have been deliberately demolished, including police stations, the Pademba
Road prison, the Nigerian High Commission and UNOMSIL headquarters. The
residences of hum~" rights activists, lawyers, journalists and Government
officials were also targeted, as well as churches, mosques and hospitals.

28. Eyewitnesses interviewed by the assessment team also reported summary
executions of alleged rebels or rebel sympathizers by ECOMOG soldiers.
Persistent reports were received of executions in various parts of Freetown,
sometimes carried out after a cursory in;:errogation. One alleged victim of
summary execution was an eight-year-old boy caught in possession of a pistol.
Members of the assessment team witnessed an execution at Connaught Hospital on
3 February by men in ECOMOG uniforms. Members of CDF are also accused of
mistreating civilians during the crisis in Freetown. ECOMOG jets accacking
Freetown during the fighting are also repcrted to have caused civilian
casualties. ECOMOG soldiers also detained and physically mistreated national
staff members of a number of humanitarian NGOs and the International Committee
of the Red Cross, apparently accusing them, without evidence, of being rebel
collaborators. ECOMOG High Comm~~d has subsequently indicated to my Special
Representative their intention to investigate these allegations and to t~~e

corrective action as necessary.

29. UNOMSIL continues to provide technical assistance to the National
Commission for Democracy and Human Rights ~~d the National Forum for Hum~~

Rights to assist them in carrying out their human rights monitoring, reporting
and advocacy activities within Sierra Leone. It also works closely with the
humanitarian community to ensure that they integrate issues of human rights into
their current activities.

30. Facilitated by UNOMSIL, a Human Rights Committee for Sierra Leone has bea~

temporarily established in Conakry, comprising the Sierra Leonean National
Commission for Democracy and Human Rights, the National Forum for Human Rights,
United Nations agencies, humanitarian organizations and UNOMSIL. The Committee
is facilitating the active participation of the human rights community in the
process of peace-building in Sierra Leone. In the comi~g weeks, if possible,
significant activities of the Committee will be re-located to Freetown.

V. HUMANITARIAN SITUATION

32.. since my previous report, the humanitarian sicuation in Sierra Leone has
drastically deteriorated, following the latest ro~~d of fighting, which
culmina~ed in the rebel attack on Freetown on 6 January 1999. The number of
refugees in neighbouring countries has increased to an estimated 450,000, with
an estimated 700,000 internally displaced persons. With ECOMOG expanding its
hold on the capital, the number of known vulnerable displaced persons in
Freetown is now estimated at 200,000, out of which some 60,000 have soughL
refuge in the national sLadium. Many more are living in abandoned churches and
schools.
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32. Following a recent eight-day tour of the region that included
Cote d'Ivoire, Sierra Leone, Guinea ~~d Liberia, the United Nations Eigh
Commissioner for Refugees, Sadako Ogata, has called for more support for
repatriation programmes in the region. She also discussed plans wi~h Guine~"

authoriti~s to move 50,000 Sierra Leonean refugees away from the Guinean border
to pre'Tent the camps from becoming rear bases for the rebels. The European
Union and the United States of America have promised 4 million dollars to aid
this operation. The estimated number of Sierra Leonean refugees in Guinea today
stands at 350,000.

33. UNOMSIL has facilitated the delive~ of humanitarian aid by maxlng its
helicopter and fixed-wing aircraft available, to the extent possible, to United
Nations agencies ~"d international NGOs.

34. Outside Freetown, OXFAM has identified 30,000 displaced persons living in
the Lungi peninsula. Further up country, approximately 50,000 internally
displaced persons, who were reported to have fled Kenema during heavy fighting
between the rebel forces ~~d ECOMOG in early February 1999, appear to be
returning to the area. While there are no reliable reports from further inland
because of the insecure situation, thousands more are believed to have fled in~o

the bush.

35. The suffering of vulnerable civilian populations is exacerbated by
increasing levels of malnutrition, especially among children under five years of
age. Preliminary surveys show that in some areas, as many as 25 per cent of the
children are suffering from acute malnutrition. Furthermore, appalling
sanitation conditions are rampant and health care is inadequate. Diarrhoeal
diseases are on the rise in almost all the accessible areas. In addition, t~e

disruption of routine vaccination activities has increased the risk of
epidemics. The town of Kailahun is believed to be the origin of the more than
400 measles cases now being identified among displaced persons in Kenema. While
a vaccination campaign has begun in Kenema, with 10,000 doses of antigen
provided by UNICEF, many children are out of reach of the humanitarian
community. Meanwhile, doctors and nurses at Connaught Hospital and elsewhere
are struggling to treat about 500 victims of amputation and mutilation requiring
extreme surgery. Lastly, approximately 1,750 children have been reported
missing by their families. Very few have been reunited, while m~~y are believed
to be trapped in inaccessible areas.

36. The humanitarian community's ability to provide relief to these populations
-continues to be impaired by the ongoing hostilities and resultant insecurity.
Following the widespread looting and destruction of humanitarian offices,
warehouses, vehicles and relief supplies, humanitarian activities remain
drastically reduced. Approximately two thirds of the country, roughly all of
the territory north of Port Loko, Eo and Kenema, remains inaccessible by road.
This has confined humanitarian interventions to the peninsula and the southern
~"d westeJ= provinces, leaving thousands of Sierra Leoneans without basic
assistance. The provision of humanitarian assistance to the needy is today
being carried out, at great cost, by air. Meanwhile, the World Food Programme
(WFP) has warned that if the roads to Freetown are not opened soon, allowing the
free flow of commercial imports ~~d food from upcountry, food shortages in the
city could become more acute within one to three weeks.

/ - ..
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~/. DesDite these constraints, the international humanitarian community has
continued operations in accessible areas, particularly in the south where
programmes continue in Bo, Kenema, Pujehun and Moyamba. From Conakry,
international humanitarian staff continue to make day trips into the capital
while national staff maintain a permanent presence in the city, where they work
in collaboration with their governmental hum~~itarian counterparts. The
humanitarian community's capacity to carvj relief supplies and personnel to
accessible areas of the country has been improved by the leasing of a helicopter
for that purpose by the European Community Humanitarian Office and the United
States Office of Foreign Disaster Assistance (ECHO/OFDA).

38. In order to streamline operations, a 50-day humanitarian plan of action is
being finalized by the international humanitarian community in consultation wich
the Gove~ment. The plan is based on five basic operational requirements.
These.include: full access by all humanitarian organizations to communications
equipment; cooperation between the Government and humanitarian agencies;
uv~"indered access for humanitarian assistance; effective coordination with
military and security forces; and the establishment of a forward logistics base
at Lungi Airport. Because the plan uses existing assets, considerable progress
has already been achieved. Approximately 140,000 metric tons of food has been
distributed to 'vulnerable groups in Freetown with an additional 100,000 reaching
accessible upcountry populations. A total of 21 clinics and four hospitals in
Freetown are fully operational with support from United Nations agencies and
partners, ~~d more than 1,300 rolls of plastic sheeting and 40,000 blankets are
now available in Freetown for distribution.

39. The humanitarian community is committed to continuing its work of providing
assistance in spite of insecurity and the difficult working environment. Relief
workers and the civili~~ population need your support in continuously calling on
all parties to the conflict to re-commit themselves to respecting international
humanitarian law by: recognizing the neutrality and impartiality of all
humanitarian organizations; fully guaranteeing the absolute safety and security
of humanitarian personnel, including relief items and equipm~~t; and calling
upon the Government of Sierra Leone to confirm its willingness to permit the
unimpeded flow of humanitarian assistance to all parts of the country.

VI. FINANCIAL ASPECTS

40. The General Assembly, by its resolution 53/29 of 20 November 1998,
appropriated an amount of $22 million for the establishment and operation of the
Obsev7er Mission for the period ending 30 June 1999. The resources provided by
the Assembly covered the Observer Mission's start-up costs as well as its
maintenance at the full strength authorized by Security Council resolution
1181 (1998) of 13 July 1998.

41. Therefore, should the Council decide to extend the mandate of UNOMSIL, as
recommended in paragraph 51 below, the cost of maintaining the Observer Mission
during the extension period will be well within the resources already provided
by the General Assembly.
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42. As at 15 February 1999, unpaid assessed contributions to the UNOMSIL
special aCCO~D~ amolli~ted to $12.5 million. As at the same date, the total
outstanding assessed contributions for all peacekeeping operations amounted to
$1,666.6 million.

43. With regard to the Trust ~~nd to Support United Nations Peacekeeping
related Efforts in Sierra Leone, contributions received as at 28 February 1999
amounted to some $2.1 million, with authorized expenditure amolli~ting to some
$0.1 million.

VII. OBSERVATIONS AND RECOMME~IDATIONS

44. Sier]~a Leone continues to face an extremely complex and difficult situation
fraught with serious risks. Though ECOMOG has succeeded in driving the rebels
from Freetown and restoring order in its immediate vicinity, the capital is
still threatened by rebel forces in the peninsula.

45. I UTIl:eservedly strongly condemn the merciless murders, ~nnuman mutilations
and other appalling human rights violations perpetrated by the rebels on the
innocent civilian inhabitants of Freetown, and the widespread property damage
they have inflicted. In the light of some allegations that members of
pro-Government forces may also have been guilty of violations, I hope that the
Government will fulfil its assurances that such allegations will be investigated
and welcome its assurances that these forces will adhere to international human
rights standards in the future.

46. Concern over violations of human rights and the prevention of further
violations stand at the heart of the Sierra Leonean conflict. For that reason,
and in view of the scale and enormity of the violations inflicted recently in
Freetown, I intend to deploy an additional human rights officer to UNOMSIL.
This will enable the human rights component to expand its reporting and deepen
its coverage of human rights abuses in Sierra Leone, as well as to maintain its
technical cooperation activities with Sierra Leonean human rights organizations.

47. ECOMOG is to be congratulated on its success in repelling the rebels from
Freetown and restoring a measure of order to the city. I also commend the
Government of Mali for providing additional troops to ECOMOG and donor
Governments, in particular the Netherlands, Canada, the United Kingdom and the
United States of America, for the logistical support they have provided and
continue to provide to ECOMOG.

48. In the meantime, I would urge the international community to continue to
support ECOMOG logistically and to consider the provision of prompt bilateral
assistance to the Government of Sierra Leone in the creation of a new Sierra
Leonean army to defend the country. The Governments of Nigeria and the United
Kingdom have taken the first steps in this regard.

49. The possible partial withdrawal of Nigerian forces from ECOMOG following
the elections in that country and the consequent effects on ECOMOG's milita~y

effectiveness in Sierra Leone could require a major reappraisal of the
situation. In particular, the dual track approach pursued so far, which
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combines support fcr ECOMOG military action tc maintain law and order with a
willingness to negotiate with the rebels, may need to be reviewed. The Security
COlli~cil may wish to consider the implications of this important new potential
development.

50. I intend to pursue further with President Taylor some of the suggestions
contained in the statement of the Government of Liberia (S/1999/193). Since
practical obstacles to the proposal to deploy United Nations monitors at the
border between Sierra Leone and Liberia remain, as deployment of the ECOMOG
forces required to protect them is unlikely, the steps taken by the Government
to encourage the repatriation, disa~ament and demobilization of Liberian
fighters in Sierra Leone are welcome.

51. President Kabbah's decision to allow the leader of RUF, Corporal
Foday 5ankoh, to meet with rebel leaders in order to develop a coherent set of
political demands, which would form the basis of subsequent. negotiations with
the Government, is a bold and valuable initiative. The United Nations will
continue to facilitate the conduct of talks through the provision of its good
offices as required.

52. The preliminary meeting my Special Representative held with representatives
of R~~ in Abidjan on 21 February may have helped lay the groundwork for further
negotiations, which might be based on the ~~idjan Peace Agreement signed in
November 1996 by the Government andRUF. In order to proceed, RUF must
recognize the legitimacy of the Government, agree to a ceasefire, renounce
violence, especially attacks on civilians, and permit humanitarian access to the
areas they control under conditions of adequate security.

53. As I indicated in my report of 7 January (5/1999/20, para. 37), UNOMSIL has
been substantially scaled back since its relocation to Conakry and now comprises
only a small core of essential civilian and military personnel under the
leadership of my Special Representative (see annex). The recent decision of the
Gover2ment to allow Foday Sankoh to meet with the RUF leaders in Lome or Bamako
opens prospects for the start of a dialogue which should be encouraged. Should
r-egotiations between the Government and the rebels take a favourable turn,
UNOMSIL should remain in a position where it is capable of rendering further
assistance to the peace process. I therefore recommend the extension of
UNOMSIL's mandate for a further period of three months, until 13 June 1999. Its
mandate will continue to be to provide information to me, and through me to the

• Security Council, about the situation in Sierra Leone in its political,
military, security, human rights and humanitarian aspects; to continue to liaise
closely with the Government of Sierra Leone and with ECOWAS ~~d ECOMOG; to
explore, in close consultation with the Government, ways of pursuing dialogue
with the rebels aimed at a peaceful settlement of the conflict; to advise me on
further actions the United Nations could take in the event of developments in
and around Sierra Leone; and to stand ready to t~~e quick action, on the basis
of such expansion as the Security Council may authorize, to assist the
implementation of any peace agreement.

54. In view of the improvement in the security situation in and around Freetown
achieved du~ing the past few days, it is my intention to re-establish UNOMSIL in
Freetown as soon as possible. At least initially, the re-establishment will
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take place on a small scale and with strict attention to the security situation.
I therefore intend to increase the current number of military observers from
8 to 14, and to redeploy the necessary staff to support the relocation to
Freetown. In the meantime, the United Nations Development Programme and other
United Nations programmes and agencies have also been authorized to re-establish
a limited presence in FreetoWT_.

55. I take this opportunity to express my appreciation to my Special
Representative, Francis G. Okelo, and his staff. My thanks also go to the Chief
Military Observer, Brigadier-General Subhash C. Joshi and the military observers
of UNOMSIL, including those who have been repatriated following the relocation
to Conakry. The valuable contribution made by the five civilian police
advisers, who have now been repatriated, also deserves recognition.
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cont-ibutions

Military
observers

China

Eg".fPt

Others' Total

:::ndia

Kenya

Kyrgyzstan

New Zealand

Pakistan

Russian Federation

united Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland

zambia

TOTAL

• Medical team.

2

1

1

1

1

1

2

2

4

1

1

1

1

1

9

b Including the Chief Military Observer.
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IS2J E:mQil ~his document

Sierra Leone Humanitarian Situation Report 1 - 17 May 1999

1. POLITICAL DEVELOPMENTS
The period under review saw continuing debate on the political future of Sierra
Leone, as the RUF delegation in Lome ended in-house consultations and preparations
began for direct talks with the Government. Foday Sankoh's latest announcement that
the RUF would be ready to begin dialogue with the Government without pre
conditions was viewed as a welcome initiative. Peace negotiations are expected to
begin before the end of the month, preceded by the ministerial and head of state
meetings on the 24th and 25th of May, under the auspices of "Committee of Seven".
The Committee of Seven will specifically consider the positions of both parties and
make recommendations for a framework for the talks.l

The Cease-fire Debate

Calls for a cease-fire to support the peace process have been made amongst
continuing doubts about the actions of both parties to the conflict. RUF forces
continue to be accused of severe human rights abuses, while the Government and
ECOMOG have been criticized by the RUF for continuing their offensive. However,
Sierra Leone civil society organizations and newspapers have questioned the wisdom
of a cease-fire agreement at a time when the rebels control large sections of the
country including resource-rich areas. The Government, on its part, said it would only
consider a cease-fire agreement with the RUF if and when the UN would deploy up
to 1,000 military observers to monitor the process, a commitment the UN Security
Council said it would not be prepared to make as a pre-condition to a cease-fire
agreement.

UN Security Council urges parties to talk

In a Presidential Statement on Sierra Leone released on 8 May, the UN Security
Council reiterated the importance of an overall political settlement and national
reconciliation as the only means to achieve a peaceful resolution to the conflict in
Sierra Leone. In this context, it welcomed the recent holding of internal talks by the
rebel delegation in Lome, and urged the GoSL and rebel representatives to start direct
talks without further delay and without preconditions. It called upon the rebels to
cease atrocities committed against civilians immediately, and for both sides to refrain
from any hostile or aggressive act or troop movement which could undermine the
peace process. The Council also called on the rebel leadership to release all hostages
and abductees without delay, and for both parties to commit to a cessation of
hostilities for the duration of the Lome talks.

UN increases support for humanitarian interventions

Recognising the serious humanitarian situation in the country, compounded by
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difficulties in accessing populations in need, the UN has provided a helicopter to the
Government to support its humanitarian operations. The helicopter, which is financed
by the Trust Fund for Sierra Leone, comes with operational and maintenance support,
including two pilots and two engineers.

The UN Special Representative of the Secretary General (SRSG) addressed the
National Consultative Forum constituted by Government Line Ministries, UN
humanitarian agencies and NGOs on the political process and its impact on the
humanitarian situation. Noting that humanitarian crises arise when political needs are
not adequately addressed, the Ambassador told the forum at its regular coordination
meeting on 10 May that the UN's main concern was to ensure that the dialogue
process was given a fair chance to succeed. He said he had recommended military
restraint to all parties for the duration of the talks so as to allow free movement of
civilians and access for humanitarian intervention. He also highlighted the role that
the UN has played in mobilising resources for the current emergency.

The Challenge of Lome

While a cross-section of Sierra Leoneans and sympathizers continue to hunger for a
peaceful resolution to the conflict, no group is more anxious for a successful outcome
of Lome than the direct victims of this brutal conflict. They are the internally
displaced who must face the current rainy season with little or no roofs over their
heads; the refugees across the Guinean border whose individual and collective
security continue to be threatened by the spill-over effects of the conflict; the farmers
and bread winners humiliated by the fact that they can no longer provide for their
dependants; and the children who have maimed and been maimed and whose
education has been consistently interrupted for almost a decade. As leaders of the
parties to the conflict meet in Lome, their sincerity will be tested on their ability to
hear the silent voices of these victims. There will be no greater failure than an
outcome that does not provide a stable environment within which the devastated and
incapacitated Sierra Leoneans could begin to heal and to mend their broken limbs and
fences.

2. Security

The last two weeks have seen a changing security situation in the country. While
ECOMOG and CDF forces have made some advances from the Western Area, new
RUF force movements have caused concern in the last week. The onset of the next
round of Lome talks may have a considerable impact on security.

Freetown, The Western Area and The Northern Province

ECOMOG and CDF forces continued their push to open the main road from
Freetown to Guinea. By the 5th of May, it was possible for humanitarian staff to
travel to Masiaka and Rogberi junction. ECOMOG also stated at the time that it was
possible to continue to Port Loko, and then to Kambia. A UN Security mission
successfully traveled to Rogberi junction on Friday 7th May.

The recent fighting between Songo, Masiaka and Port Loko caused extensive damage
to property and reprisal attacks against the local population. Masiaka, the key town
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which controls Sierra Leone's main highways, had over 90% of its buildings damaged
or destroyed. Additionally, trenches had been dug in the road in several locations by
captives of the RUF to impede the ECOMOG advance. These have since been
temporarily repaired by ECOMOG 1CDF. The strategic Magbile bridge, which
allows onward travel to Rogberi junction, was taken intact. In addition to property
damage, the retreating rebel forces have been accused by civilians of committing
numerous human rights abuses (see Human Rights section, below). New arrivals of
war-wounded continue to be registered at the time of writing, which indicates that
insecurity is still considerable between Songo and Mile 38.

The Malian ECOMOG contingent at Port Loko was attacked by the RUF on Friday
7th May. Seven soldiers were killed and eleven injured. Three vehicles were also
destroyed. A second RUF attack on Port Loko was broken up by ECOMOG forces,
supported by the helicopter gunship. The Malian troops have since withdrawn from
Port Loko to Lungi, and have been replaced by Nigerian and Guinean troops. Other
RUF attacks were reported in five villages south of Port Loko.

RUF forces attacked the area around Songo (45 km from Freetown) on Thursday 13th
May. ECOMOG resisted the attack at Songo Junction, where an ECOMOG battalion
headquarters is located. ECOMOG claimed to have inflicted up to thirty casualties on
the attackers before they withdrew. A similar attack took place at Mile 38 on Friday
14th May.

The attacks near Port Loko and Songo provoked a security build-up in both Freetown
and Lungi, following speculation that both these areas were under threat. Large
numbers of CDF were moved to Lungi from Freetown, while patrols were stepped up
in Freetown itself. In the Northern Province, the only other remaining government
strongholds are Bumbuna, Kabala and Masingbi.

The Eastern Province

RUF forces in the Eastern Province have been pressuring ECOMOG forces in the
area. A large build up around Segbwema has been reported, with two main groups on
either side of the Segbwema - Bo road. It is not clear what the objectives of these
groups are.

The Southern Province

Attempts to open road access to Bo continue. The main Freetown-Bo highway is still
considered to be insecure between Masiaka and Mile 91. The alternative Songo
Moyamba-Bo route is still not open to regular traffic, although occasional
commercial shipments have successfully used the route. Government states that it is
giving the opening of the roads its highest priority.

3. HUMAN RIGHTS

Recent missions have established a pattern of human rights abuses following recent
fighting, especially between Songo, Masiaka and Port Loko. It has not been possible
to assess the actual number of deaths, as the dead were buried swiftly. However,
documented cases of killings in the last three weeks indicate a similar pattern, where
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people are gathered into one village from surrounding areas, and then a number of
them are killed, tortured or abused. Women and children appear to be more
vulnerable to these abuses, as they are less able to escape. Twelve people were
reported killed in Madigba in the second week of May, including eight children.
Another thirteen women and children were reported killed in the village of
Mangarma, near Port Loko. Residents in areas around Masiaka claimed that scores of
people had been abducted from Masiaka alone. At least equal numbers are missing,
either presumed dead, abducted or still living in bush camps. Finally, the period
between 26 April and 16 May saw 42 new war-related cases arrive at Connaught
Hospital in Freetown, of whom 8 were amputees. Additionally, in three documented
cases, children were found with severe axe wounds to the head.

The first substantive meeting of the ECOMOG Civil Military Relations Committee
took place at the ECOMOG Headquarters on 11 May. The Committee was set up last
month by the ECOMOG Force Commander, Major-General Felix Mujakperuo to
investigate allegations of human rights abuses by ECOMOG personnel. At the
meeting, members decided to extend their scope to cover violations by other pro
government armed groups such as the Civil Defence Forces and the Sierra Leone
Army. The Committee also resolved to hold workshops and seminars to sensitize
members of the public about their rights and explain procedures for filing complaints
if aggrieved by the security forces. This latest initiative will playa significant role in
restoring the public's confidence in the security forces. The UNOMSIL Human
Rights Unit has chosen observer status in the committee in order to maintain
independence and impartiality with regard to local judicial processes and procedures.

4. HUMANITARIAN HIGHLIGHTS

Emerging Humanitarian Concerns

Masiaka and surroundings
As ECOMOG continued its military advance beyond Waterloo town, inter-agency
rapid assessment missions have been carried out in Songo, Mile 36, Mile 38, Masiaka
and surrounding villages. Initial reports indicate that the occupation of the RUF
caused considerable suffering amongst the civilian population, who were either
forced to support the rebel forces, or to live in bush camps. Those currently in the
main villages appear to have nutritional and medical problems which must be
assessed in greater detail when security permits. At the time of visiting, Masiaka
town was still empty. Concentrations of displaced were seen at Mile 36 and Mile 38,
closer to ECOMOG positions. ECOMOG and villagers estimated that another 5,000
to 10,000 people were still subsisting in the bush. Recent insecurity continues to
prevent large scale humanitarian work. In particular, humanitarian agencies fear that
emergency resources may draw further attack.

Tasso Island
Humanitarian needs have developed on Tasso Island in the Western Area. The
Epidemic Rapid Intervention Team made up ofMOHS and WHO undertook an
assessment mission this month to investigate reports of diarrhoea, dysentery and
cholera on the Island. According to their report, the outbreaks were caused by a lack
of good water supply, poor environmental sanitation and over-crowding by IDPs. The
problem was further compounded by the lack of drugs in the area. About 5,000
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displaced people are said to have joined the host population of 2,500 on this small
Island. Deaths resulting from diarrhoea and dysentery amounted to 23 by end of
April, a case fatality rate of 6.6 per cent. During the mission, the team treated 1,104
patients at the Community Health Post. Emergency response by health agencies and
the MOHS will include: immediate support to the local community health services;
health education campaign on cholera prevention and control; and a rapid nutritional
assessment of the vulnerable IDPs. International Medical Corps (IMC) has agreed to
lead emergency activities in the area, with support from UNICEF and other agencies.
OXFAM and ACF have been requested to assist with WATSAN activities. The
existing eight wells in the area are adequate to serve the entire population of 7,500
but will need rehabilitation.

Refugees in Guinea/Gbalamuya/Kambia/Pamelap
UN-HACU in Forecariah reports that the animosity against Sierra Leone refugees in
Guinea after the rebel attack on Mola was gradually dying down. The UNHCR and
local authorities appear to be effectively managing the situation through sensitization
programmes for host and refugee populations. Security at the camp has also been
reinforced. The Mola incident triggered some population movements from other
camps, particularly Faramoia, some 30 km from Mola. Vehicular traffic from
Forecariah to Pamelap increased in the last week as some of the refugees headed back
to Sierra Leone via Dakhagbe border. Most of the refugees are believed to be moving
in the direction of the Pamelap border area, while others are aiming to reach Lungi
and Freetown. IDPs who sought refuge in villages close to the border following the
attack on Kambia in February have also been reported to be moving further inland,
away from the major routes. An increasing number of IDPs appear to be returning to
settlements along Gbalamuya-Kambia route. Aid workers reported food scarcity and
signs of moderate malnutrition among some of the displaced, especially children and
the elderly. Security in the area of Kambia continues to be uncertain, as access to the
area is restricted.

Makeni
Interviews with refugees indicated that a food crisis may be developing in Makeni.
Signs of malnutrition among civilian populations in the area were also reported.
Rebels continue to maintain their hold on the town and surrounding villages.
Although reports of atrocities against civilians are rare, widespread abductions and
training of captives are said to be common practice. The area remains out of the reach
of humanitarian agencies.

Non-food Items

Rains and Roofs
Agencies have two objectives as the rains approach. The first is to provide assistance
for reconstruction and rehabilitation of damaged or destroyed houses in areas that
have recently become accessible and relatively safe for resettlement. The second is to
provide temporary shelter for the displaced whose areas of origin remain unsafe.
While priority is given to emergency shelter needs, the government and agencies
continue to explore the options for resettlement where possible. According to the
Ministry of Housing, up to 5,000 houses were destroyed in the Greater Freetown
area.

Agencies have divided affected areas into zones to ensure adequate coverage. During
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the first week of May, CRS began distribution of food-for-work rations, bush sticks,
nails and zinc sheets to assist 40 I resettling househoIds in Calaba Town. To date,
CRS has distributed approximately 30 MTs of Title II food, 9,000 packets of nails
and 800 bundles of zinc in the area. This initiative is the first of a series of emergency
housing reconstruction activities aimed at rehabilitating the devastated eastern part of
the peninsula, parts of which had up to 75 % of their structures burned down. CRS
also plans to re-roof 110 low-cost housing units destroyed during the rebel incursion
into Freetown in January. Construction contractors have been identified and work is
expected to start during this month.

On 8 May, World Vision International (WVI) commenced distribution of building
materials to families rebuilding 350 houses in eastern Freetown. As at 9 May, 112
family heads had received corrugated iron sheets, roofing, nails and bush sticks.

CARE is also providing construction materials to the war affected people in eastern
Freetown.

Concern Worldwide (CW) has accelerated its work as the rains approach. At the time
of writing, they reported completion of construction work at some of the IDP sites:
Parade Grounds (160 rooms/l 0 kitchens/one Palava Hut); Mandella Playing Fields
(72 rooms/5 kitchens/one Palava Hut); Approved School (40 rooms/20 kitchens); and
Murray Town (32 rooms/lO kitchens). Construction work is ongoing at the Approved
School and Murray Town locations where additional booths have been planned.

The specifications of all emergency temporary shelters are as per Ministry of
Housing regulations. Bushsticks are used for skeletal structures. CW's plastic
sheeting is used for partitions and walls while USAID contribution is used for
roofing. With an estimated eight persons per room, Concern Worldwide reported
temporary shelter provision to 4,928 persons by the time of this review.

The shelter situation at the Waterloo camp is also being addressed by CWo The camp,
which is managed by the Adventist Development and Relief Agency (ADRA),
formerly accommodated about 14,000 displaced people including 1,500 Liberian
refugees and 984 amputees and caretakers. The populations vacated the camp during
the December attack. Since ECOMOG secured the area, new influxes from the
nearby towns of Newton, Songo, Masiaka and Port Loko, have joined those who
returned to the camp. After an assessment of the camp on 7 May, CW reported that
371 of the 1,568 original booths had been damaged and more than 1,000 were
without appropriate roofing. They have begun rehabilitation of the booths with
CARE providing the plastic sheeting. With the construction of an additional 400
booths, up to 15,000 people can be accommodated at the camp.

With relative security around Waterloo, ADRA reports that it has fully resumed
normal relief operations in the camp, including general camp management, running
the camp clinic, organizing feeding programmes for malnourished children, and
distribution ofVGF rations provided by WFP. They will also assist CW in the
rehabilitation and construction of shelters at the camp. A WFP-Ied exercise has
registered and verified close to 9,000 displaced residents at the camp. Resettlement
and relocation of the caseload at the Post Office Community Centre and surrounding
villages will begin after a registration and verification exercise which is being
coordinated by CRS, WFP and the Evangelical Fellowship of Sierra Leone (EFSL).
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Concerned that the number of IDPs in the Greater Freetown area currently exceed
shelters available, the NCRRR has appealed to agencies with the capacities and
resources to step in and assist ongoing efforts. Two new sites have been identified in
Calaba Town. CRS and EFSL have indicated their interest in providing assistance for
the new sites. Cause Canada has resources for camp construction in Bo, Freetown and
possibly Kenema.

Non-food items continue to be distributed at the various IDP sites. CARE has 5,000
sets of items available after a recent distribution at the camps. The Christian
Children's Fund which operates in central Freetown has also provided non-food items
including mats, clothing, blankets and toiletries to some 10,000 beneficiaries at
various displaced centres, hospitals and clinics.

Health Interventions

Bonthe District
An inter-agency assessment mission to Bonthe on 8 May determined that the hospital
and clinics were in reasonable condition and that the EPI support given to health staff
there had paid off. The mission, which included UNICEF, HACU and WVI, said the
hospital was poorly equipped. UNICEF provided two hospital kits, and will provide
further equipment and logistical support for the District Medical Officer and his team.
They will also assist in revitalizing two additional PHUs on the Island. The Ministry
of Health and Sanitation (MOHS) will provide a generator for the cold chain and seek
to address the acute staffing problem there. There are only two to three nurses on the
Island.

On 7 May, WVI sent a consignment of medical supplies to support its health
programmes in Bonthe District. WVI is expanding its health programme to Imperi
and long chiefdoms in the second phase of the project which began this month. Two
PHUs will be supported in Imperi, and three MCH posts in long, Kpandakemo and
Nogoba Bullom chiefdoms. Measles immunization campaigns are ongoing in the
various chiefdoms, in addition to basic health activities in the six clinics already
supported.

According to UNICEF, two significant events in the health sector during this period
included the first EPI coordination meeting this year. The meeting, which had a
strong NGO and Government representation, identified key issues requiring urgent
intervention, including the issue of fees being charged for immunization despite a
health policy that all EPI services should be free of charge, and the issue of safety of
injections. On the first issue, agencies agreed to speak to staff and to support social
mobilization and sensitization programmes which would inform communities of their
right to free immunization services. With regard to the second issue, the meeting
agreed that the current policy of using sterilizable equipment was unsatisfactory as
sterilization was time-consuming and difficult under present circumstances. It was
decided that single-use injection materials should be introduced for the next six
months. UNICEF is making efforts to bring the required materials into the country
and has requested other partners with the resources in-country to assist.

On 15 May, MSF-B and MOHS undertook a re-supply mission to Kabala by
helicopter. The team carried one-month drugs and medical supplies for the hospital
and four health centres. One medical doctor and a dispenser have now taken up
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residence in the town to begin health operations. MSF-B said it would continue
regular helicopter visits to the area. The next mission will carry vaccines in
preparation for an immunization campaign against the measles outbreak there.
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MSF-F reported a significant increase in the number of war-wounded arriving at
Connaught hospital in the last two weeks (see security section). This is largely due to
recent rebel activities between Songo and Masiaka, although some victims have
arrived from Port Loko. A total of 88 new surgeries were performed in the last two
weeks. MSF-F acknowledged ECOMOG's efforts in bringing some of the victims to
the hospital in time to save their lives. Handicap International reported that it had
provided 150 pairs of crutches and 47 wheel chairs to war-wounded patients in its
care. With the assistance of Concern Worldwide, it plans to set up a rehabilitation
unit at the Murray Town camp for patients who will be given prosthesis.

In Kenema District, MERLIN continues to support the District Health Team and 10
PHUs. An additional PHU at Giema is also being supported. Assistance to two more
PHUs at Hangha and Largo is being offered on a mobile basis following recent
insecurity in the area. MERLIN is also operating three emergency clinics for IDPs
located at Baama/Konta, the Lebanese School in Kenema and those at the St. Joseph's
school in Blama. The measles isolation unit in Blama has now been closed as there
are no more cases reported. Support for the paediatric ward at the Kenema hospital is
ongomg.

Contrary to recent reports of a drug shortage in Bo, MERLIN confirmed that medical
supplies in Bo were sufficient to meet current needs. The next round of supplies will
be sent at the end of this month. The Sierra Leone Red Cross Society (SLRCS) is re
activating clinics in Bo and Kenema and also plans to airlift drugs to both locations.

CRS supports three mobile medical teams in the accessible parts of the southern
province who operate outreach clinics in three rural chiefdoms not covered by the
national health system. During the period under review, these teams were able to
access and treat 800 patients. More than 1,500 people in the area also benefited from
health education programmes.

Nutrition:

ACF continues nutritional programmes in operational areas. At the time of reporting,
a total of 130 severely malnourished children were being treated at the Therapeutic
Feeding Centre (TFC) in eastern Freetown. This represents an increase of 18 cases in
the last two weeks. On 3 and 4 May, ACF conducted nutritional screening in
Waterloo. Of the 376 children screened, 80 were found to be moderately
malnourished while another 16 severely malnourished were admitted at the TFC.
Nutritional screening is being planned for Newton and Songo areas where
populations are starting to return. Screening programmes will also be undertaken for
the Masiaka area as soon as the security situation improves. Dry ration distribution
continues at four centres in Freetown for some 1,451 beneficiaries. ACF plans to set
up a dry ration centre in Waterloo town within the next few weeks. An assessment of
Barma/Konta (Kenema District) found 15 severely malnourished children who were
transferred to Bo. Finally, data on new surveys in Bo and Yele will be made available
in the next sitrep.
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In Kenema District, MERLIN is providing therapeutic feeding at three sites,
including Kenema hospital, Nongowa clinic and in Blama. By mid May, there were a
total of 330 patients in all the centres. Supplementary feeding programmes are run
from Kenema and Blama for over 2,000 beneficiaries.

Water and Sanitation

Watsan activities are ongoing in different IDP camps in Freetown and in Waterloo.
At the Waterloo camp, ACF provided a 45-cubic meter water tank which will be
connected to the dam. It also repaired seven pumps and constructed emergency
latrines.

OXFAM continues to appeal for space for the construction of latrines at the
Approved School camp which currently lacks toilet facilities. The Deputy
Commission of NCRRR, Mr. Kanja Sesay, will address the issue with the relevant
ministry.

The water problem atParade Grounds camp is being addressed 'by the Water and
Sanitation Division (WSD) in collaboration with OXFAM. UNICEF is also willing to
assist if necessary.

The Christian Children's Fund (CCF) has donated garbage clearing and sanitary tools
to the health and sanitation committee at the National Stadium.

Agencies involved in WATSAN activities are currently preparing their work plans
for better coordination of WATSAN interventions at this critical period of the cholera
season. The plans will be reviewed on a quarterly basis to highlight progress and
constraints.

The water treatment plant and the two main pumps in Bo have not been functioning.
There is also a need for fuel to restore water supply. MSF-B has offered to contribute
Le5 million towards the repair of the pumps. The Government is also undertaking
some measures to solve the problem. NGOs have been requested to assist with the
cost of fuel which is estimated at Le 8 million. The European Union is willing to
provide some funds through NGOs. ACF, MSF-B, OXFAM and WSD are meeting to
work out the modalities for appropriate WATSAN intervention in the town. Also,
CARE has commenced well construction in the area.

In Pujehun district, CRS is in the process of supporting six rural communities to
construct or rehabilitate 10 wells and 20 latrines and to train and equip community
maintenance teams.

WVI continues to provide Watsan assistance in Bonthe district through the cleaning
of wells and installation of pumps and pulleys. As at end of April, 22 wells had been
rehabilitated in the chiefdoms ofYawbeko, Kpandakemo and long. They plan to
rehabilitate a total of 65 wells in the District.

Food Aid

Food aid intervention in areas outside Freetown have continued to be constrained by
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the closure of the Freetown-Bo highway and harassment of aid workers at various
checkpoints. Recognising the consequences of these problems on vulnerable
populations who are now facing a food crisis in Bo and Kenema, food aid agencies
intensified efforts to seek a speedy solution to the problem. On 13 May, the interim
UN Humanitarian Coordinator Mr Kingsley Amaning led an inter-agency team to a
meeting with the Minister of Presidential Affairs, Mr. Momodou Koroma and the
Secretary to the President, Dr. James Allie, who chairs the Government humanitarian
taskforce. Mr. Amaning said the team was seeking the Government's assistance in
finding a common solution to a shared problem: that of facilitating the delivery of
emergency and commercial food to the Southern Province in particular. WFP
Representative Patrick Buckley explained the food situation in the country, noting
that over 100,000 MTs of food were imported to the country during 1998. Thus far in
1999, well under half of the normal requirement had been delivered. He advised the
Government to seek alternative ways of meeting this year's shortfall, and said WFP
would be willing to support initiatives aimed at increasing bilateral donations. He
also told the officials that both relief and commercial trucks were being asked to pay
unnecessary levies at checkpoints. The Government acknowledged that some
problems had been reported to them, and stated it was willing to take necessary steps
to address this situation. A number of follow up meetings have taken place to clarify
clearance procedures, and further develop security procedures.

As the primary route between Freetown, Bo and Kenema continues to be unavailable
for movement of relief goods, food aid agencies continue to pursue the possibility of
using secondary options, particularly the Freetown-Nitti route. As part of its effort to
address the problem, WFP has chartered a vessel for Food aid agencies to move
substantial quantities of food required to address the needs of populations in Bo and
Kenema for a one-month period. The boat is expected to begin operations before the
end of the month. The Sierra Leone Roads Association (SLRA) has been provided
with the necessary materials for the repair of the road between Nitti and Bo.
Meanwhile, agencies will continue to prioritize vulnerable groups in Bo and Kenema
with the remaining food stocks in Bo. WFP, WVI and CARE currently have
sufficient quantities for Therapeutic and Supplementary Feeding Centres and for
institutional feeding programmes.

With regard to the recent ECOMOG requirement for all food consignments to be de
stuffed and searched at the Freetown Port, WFP has written a letter to the appropriate
authorities requesting that containers are searched only at the warehouse to avoid
unnecessary delays, losses and extra labour costs.

On 4 May, WVI led an overnight verification at the Approved School camp. A total
of 10,981 people were registered but due to security problems, an additional 4,000
people were not registered. The CFA has formally requested the NCRRR to
guarantee security arrangements for such an exercise that takes place during curfew
hours.

On 12 and 13 May, WVI carried out vulnerable group feeding to 3,196 IDPs at the
Bailor Barrie camp in Kissy. The food was provided by USAID.

WFP completed verification ofIDPs at the Waterloo camp last week and will
distribute two-week food rations to 8,953 beneficiaries on 18 May.
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The Agricultural Technical Committee chaired by the Ministry of Agriculture,
Forestry and Environment has been holding a series of meetings to discuss the 1999
cropping season within the context of continuing insecurity and accessibility
constraints. As part of an effort to better coordinate activities in the sector, and to
identify existing gaps, input distribution forms are being sent to operational agencies
to update the Agriculture Database currently maintained by UN-HACU.

AFRlCARE is continuing to support agricultural activities in Kenema District. It
recently extended programmes to the lower Dama chiefdom where programmes were
suspended in December 1998 due to the deterioration of security. Food production
and seed distribution activities have also been extended to Blama where beneficiaries
are receiving cassava cuttings, seed rice, groundnuts and vegetables. For this planting
season, AFRlCARE is targeting a total of 7,000 farming families in Bo, Pujehun and
Kenema.

Also in the southern province, CRS is implementing an agricultural recovery project
with a caseload of about 5,000 farming families in four chiefdoms. Distribution of
upland seed rice and tools to approximately 2,000 farmers started in early May, while
groundnut seeds and cassava cuttings will be distributed to households and
community groups as soon as possible.

vVVI has completed registration of 2,000 farming families in Sorogbema and
Makpele chiefdoms in Pujehun district for distribution of seeds and tools. They have
also planned the provision of inputs for roots and tuber production for 736 acres in
Mattru Jong, 98 acres in Torma Bum and 220 acres in Kenema.

CAD will be commencing its initial distributions in Loko Massama in the next two
weeks, security allowing.

Child Protection

As of mid May, UNICEF registered a total of 3,384 children missing since January
1999 in the Freetown area. Some 517 of those documented had been found and
reunified with their families, leaving another 2,767 still missing. Social workers
continue to visit the families of all registered missing children. In the last two weeks,
the team identified 149 children who had returned to their homes. ADRA reported
that it has had to intensify its family tracing and reunification programme in
collaboration with UNICEF and other agencies in order to adequately respond to the
escalation of rebel atrocities on children.

Over 500 cases of gross child rights violations have now been registered. Support to
these children is provided through a consortium of organizations under the Child
Protection Network. The CCSL Secretariat, which is supported by UNICEF, is in the
process on finalising its quarterly report on child rights violations.

A number of agencies and the Ministry of Social Welfare attended a meeting in
Liberia on the issue of separated Sierra Leonean children in refugee camps. The aim
was to examine cross border tracing and reunification between Guinea, Liberian and
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Sierra Leone. The meeting proposed that a centralised database be created for the
three countries to facilitate family tracing.
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UNICEF recently signed an agreement with the Irish NGO GOAL, to provide
services to street children in Freetown. GOAL is working in collaboration with the
City Council. A proposal to carry out a situation analysis of street children in
Freetown and Bo is currently being finalised.

The International Rescue Committee's (IRC) Child Protection Division is beginning
programmes aimed at meeting the psychosocial needs of children and youth in IDP
centres. Recognising that children and youth have a complex set of needs in addition
to those of basic survival, the programmes attempt to address needs through a
comprehensive approach, including education, recreation and healing programmes.
Support for temporary formal and non-formal education in IDP centres, within the
existing child protection framework will meet immediate needs while facilitating
continued education once children are resettled in their communities. Recreation
activities, coordinated by IDPs themselves, provide a basis for healthy development.
Healing progammes, as an extended service, will address the needs of those who have
difficulties coping with their experiences.

At the beginning of the month, CRS began supporting 25 non-formal education
centers for over 3,000 at-risk youth in Freetown. These centers, which cater to
displaced, orphaned, street and other disadvantaged children were forced to close
following the rebel incursion into Freetown in January. CRS will support the centers
with food aid, reconstruction material and education/recreational items.

Refugees

Verification of Liberian refugees in Freetown, Bo and Kenema continued throughout
the period being reviewed. UNCHR reported that it was still in the process of
determining the number of refugees willing to be repatriated. By end of this period, it
had verified a total of3,790 in Freetown and Waterloo. Only 15 per cent of this
number have indicated their interest to be repatriated.

For comments/contributions, please contact: Ahunna Eziakonwa, Humanitarian
Affairs Officer (Information)
Email: aeziaki@hotmail.com; Tel: 23222227764/227759

With the exception of public UN sources, reproduction or redistribution of the above text, in
whole, part or in any form, requires the prior consent of the original source.

Related Documents:
Latest Emergency Updates: Sierra Leone
Latest By Country: Sierra Leone
Other ReliefWeb documents by: UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs
Source URL: htlR:I/www.reliefweb.int

http://www.reliefweb.int/w/rwb.nsf/s/15892E5CDOAEE3D7C125677600553511 4/20/2004



ReliefWeb: Sierra Leone Humanitarian Situation Report 1 - 17 May 1999

Home Page: www.reliefweb.int
Comments

http://www.reliefweb.int/w/rwb.nsf/s/15892E5CDOAEE3D7C 125677600553511

Page 13 of 13

4/20/2004



27. Report of the Panel of Experts Appointed Pursuant to the United Nations Security
Council Resolution 1306 (2000), December 2000, paragraph180.



U.N. Panel of Exports Report on Diamonds and Arms in Sierra Leone - December 2000 - ... Page 1 of 3

REPORT OF THE PANEL OF EXPERTS
APPOINTED PURSUANT TO

UN SECURlTY COUNCIL RESOLUTION 1306 (2000), PARAGRAPH 19
IN RELATION TO SIERRA LEONE

December 2000

ACRONYMS

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

INTRODUCTION

A. General

B. The Work of the Panel

C. Standards of Verification

D. A Reminder

PART ONE: DIAMONDS

I. SIERRA LEONE DIAMONDS

A. Background

B. Diamonds in the RUF

C. Estimated Volume of Diamonds Mined by RUF

D. How the RUF Move Diamonds out of Sierra Leone

E. Foday Sankoh's Post-Lome Diamond Business

F. Sierra Leone's New Diamond Certification System

G. Conclusions on Sierra Leone Diamonds

II. INTERNATIONAL DIAMOND STATISTICS AND TRANSIT COUNTRlES

A. General

B. Provenance and Origin

C. Case Studies: Liberia, Gambia, Guinea and Cote d'Ivoire

D. Conclusions on Statistics and Transit Countries

III. 'CONFLICT' DIAMONDS AND' ILLICIT' DIAMONDS

A. The Issue

B. Conclusion on Conflict versus Illicit Diamonds

IV. A FINAL NOTE ON DIAMONDS

http://www.sierra-leone.org/panelreport.html 4/20/2004



U.N. Panel of Exports Report on Diamonds and Arms in Sierra Leone - December 2000 - ... Page 2 of 3

A. Some Recommendations from Sierra Leone

B. Further Research

V. RECOMMENDATIONS ON DIAMONDS

PART TWO: WEAPONS

I. WEAPONS AND THE RUF

A. Background

B. Sources of RUF Weaponry Within Sierra Leone

II.. LIBERIAN SUPPORT TO THE RUF

A. General

B. Training

C. Safe Haven

D. Weapons and Materiel

III. THE ROLE OF OTHER COUNTRIES

IV. THE ROLE OF AIRCRAFT IN SUPPLYING THE RUF

A. Direct Flights into RUF Territory

B. Weapons Flights into Liberia

C. The Inner Circle of the Taylor Regime

V. UBERIA AND INTERNATIONAL TRANSPORT NETWORKS

A. General

B. Aircraft Registered in Liberia

C. Key Individuals in Liberia's Aviation Registry

D. Offices in the United Arab Emirates

VI. OTHER ISSUES

A. The Role of Customs in Exporting and Transit Countries

B. The Role of Airport Authorities and Inspectors

C. The Non-observance of Moratoria and Embargoes

D. Further Research

VII. CONCLUSIONS REGARDING WEAPONS AND THE RUF

http://www.sierra-leone.org/panelreport.html 4/20/2004



U.N. Panel of Exports Report on Diamonds and Arms in Sierra Leone - December 2000 -... Page 3 of 3

VIII. RECOMMENDATIONS ON WEAPONS, TRANSPORT & AIR TRAFFIC CONTROL

IX. CONCLUDING RECOMMENDATrONS

PART THREE: A TECHNICAL NOTE ON AIR TRAFFIC CONTROL IN WEST
AFRICA

I. BACKGROUND

II. AIR TRAFFIC SYSTEMS IN WEST AFRICA

A. Air Traffic Management

B. Communications

C. Navigation

D. Surveillance

III. THE ROBERTS FIR

A. General

B. Guinea

C. Sierra Leone

D Liberia

IV. CONCLUSIONS

ANNEXES

1. Appointment Letter of the Expert Panel

2. Meetings and Consultations

3. Key Figures in the RUF

4. A Sample Communication on Aircraft from Guinea

5. A Note from the Sierra Leone Airports Authority

http://www.sierra-leone.org/panelreport.html 4/20/2004



U.N. Panel of Exports Report on Diamonds and Arms in Sierra Leone - December 2000 - ... Page 1 of 8

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

A. Diamonds

1. Diamonds have become an important resource for Sierra Leone's Revolutionary United Front (RUF) in sustaining and
advancing its military ambitions. Estimates of the volume of RUF diamonds vary widely, from as little as $25 million per
annum to as much as $125 million. Whatever the total, it represents a major and primary source of income for the RUF, and
is more than enough to sustain its military activities.

2. A certain volume of RUF diamonds are traded in Kenema and elsewhere in Sierra Leone. These are most likely smuggled
out of the country. Some RUF diamonds have also been traded informally in Guinea. But the bulk of the RUF diamonds
leave Sierra Leone through Liberia. The diamonds are carried by RUF commanders and trusted Liberian couriers to Foya
Kama or Voinjama, and then to Monrovia. Such trade cannot be conducted without the permission and the involvement of
Liberian government officials at the highest level. Very little Liberian trade, in fact, whether formal or informal, takes place
without the knowledge and involvement of key government officials. This is true of all imports, and where exports are
concerned, it is especially true of diamonds

3. The Lome Peace Agreement appointed Foday Sankoh Chairman of the Commission for the Management of Strategic
Mineral Resources (CMRRD). Between the time he returned to Sierra Leone in 1999 and the resumption of hostilities in May
2000, the Commission never actually functioned, but Foday Sankoh spent money lavishly, without an obvious source of
income. Sankoh was, in fact, encouraging a wide variety of potential foreign investo~s, many thinking they would reap
exclusive benefits from the same things. A picture emerges of a double-dealing leader, clutching at fmancial opportunities for
personal and political gain, outside of the governmental framework in which he was ostensibly working. Most of this related
to the diamond trade.

4. The report comments on Sierra Leone's new certification system. Where the RUF's conflict diamonds are concerned, the
legitimate export system is largely irrelevant. As long as there are no controls in neighbouring countries, the RUF will
continue to move their diamonds out with impunity. For this reason, it is imperative that a standardized global certification
scheme be introduced as soon as possible.

5. A major difficulty in tracking the movement of rough diamonds, whether conflict or otherwise, is the inconsistent manner
in which the governments of major trading centres record diamond imports and exports. One issue has to do with the general
availability of statistics. Another has to do with a distinction made between 'country of origin' and 'country of provenance'.
Country of provenance refers to the country from which diamonds were last imported; country of origin indicates where they
were mined. Until recently, little serious attention was paid anywhere to the issue of where diamonds were actually mined.
The result is a wide range of anomalies. For example, 41 per cent of British rough diamond imports in 1999 were said to
originate in Switzerland, while Switzerland officially imports almost no rough diamonds at all. This is a consequence of
diamonds passing through Swiss free trade areas, until recently without record and without serious government oversight.

6. In its search for conflict diamonds from Sierra Leone, the Panel discovered that there is a much greater volume of 'illicit'
diamonds, and that distinguishing between the two is extremely difficult. A large volume of diamonds entering Europe is
disguised as Liberian, Guinean and Gambian in order to evade taxation and launder money. The report describes flagrant

,examples in Belgium of fraudulent commercial reporting. A country like Liberia, whose name has been used with or without
its knowledge by illicit traders, can thus conceal its own very real trade in illicit and conflict diamonds behind larger rackets
being perpetrated by others.

B. Recommendations on Diamonds

7. In order to better regulate the flow of rough diamonds from producing countries, a global certification scheme based on the
system now adopted in Sierra Leone is imperative. It will give added impetus to current discussions on this subject if the
Security Council endorses the concept of a global system.

8. In the short run, and in the absence of a global system, it is recommended that certification systems similar to that adopted
by Sierra Leone, be required of all diamond exporting countries in West Africa, with special and immediate reference to
Guinea and Cote D'Ivoire, as a protective measure for their indigenous industries and to prevent their exposure to conflict
diamonds. If this has not been completed within a period of six months, the Security Council should impose an international
embargo on diamonds from these countries.
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9. The Panel further recommends a complete embargo on all diamonds from Liberia until Liberia demonstrates convincingly
that it is no longer involved in the trafficking of arms to, or diamonds from, Sierra Leone. The ban should not be lifted until
this condition has been met, and until Liberia too has joined the proposed standardized certification system.

10. The Security Council should place an immediate embargo on trade in all so-called Gambian diamonds until such time as
its exports of diamonds can be reconciled with imports.

II. Other diamond exporting countries in the region have been designated by the Belgian government as 'sensitive' countries,
where special attention to imports is required. In addition to the three countries suffering directly from conflict diamonds and
those mentioned above, these include Uganda, Central African Republic, Ghana, Namibia, Congo Brazzaville, Mali, Zambia
and Burkina Faso. This list is commended to other major importing countries, including Switzerland, South Africa, India,
Israel, the United Kingdom and the United States. Invoices from these countries need to be thoroughly checked, and where
there is doubt about either provenance or origin, parcels should be seized until the authorities have checked the facts. Delays
in processing will increase the cost of doing business and will encourage better paper work. Forfeiture of improperly labelled
goods will discourage the habit decisivelY.l

12. Urgent attention should be given to extending a Sierra Leone-style certification system to these countries as soon as
possible.

13. The United Nations, the World Diamond Council and the import control authorities of all rough diamond importing
countries should be vigilant for other exporting countries, or for countries in the future, where trade in diamonds has little to
do with domestic production or legitimate trading.

14. It is essential, and a matter of urgency, that major trading centres (Belgium, the United Kingdom, Switzerland, South
Africa, India, the United States and Israel) come to a common agreement on the recording and public documentation of rough
diamond imports that is consistent from one country to another, and that clearly designates the country of origin in addition to
country of provenance.

15. An annual statistical production report should be compiled by each exporting country and gathered into a central annual
report, compiled by the World Diamond Council and/or by the certification body that is expected to emerge from the
'Kimberly Process' of intergovernmental negotiation. Countries of origin must be distinguished from countries of provenance.

16. If diamonds are mixed and/or re-invoiced in a free trade zone, it is imperative that the government of that country take
responsibility for verifying the bona fides of the diamonds before they are re-exported. This is especially important with
regard to Switzerland because of the large volumes that pass through its Freildger, losing their identity in the process. The
same is true of the United Arab Emirates. In other words, all countries importing rough diamonds must be part of the
anticipated 'rough controls' system.

17. Throughout its work, the Panel was struck by the widespread breaking of UN Security Council sanctions on both
weapons and diamonds. If existing and future sanctions are to be effective, the Security Council will require an on-going
capacity to monitor their observance and conduct research. Where diamonds are concerned, there have been three Expert
Panels examining many of the same issues concurrently. There has been useful collaboration, but there has also been overlap

c and duplication. Considering the complexity and the changing nature of the conflict diamond issue the Panel recommends
that in future, it would serve the Security Council better to have an on-going focal point within the UN to monitor adherence
to sanctions, as well as progress towards the goals stated in the December 1, 2000 General Assembly resolution on conflict
diamonds.

18. The attention of the Security Council, the Government of Sierra Leone, donor agencies and other interested parties is
drawn to observations contained in the report about the need for probity and transparency. Without serious reform and due
diligence within government and government agencies in Sierra Leone, international efforts to assist will be wasted.

C. Weapons and Air Traffic Control

19. Despite an ECOWAS-Moratorium on arms shipments to West Africa, the region is awash in small arms. Guerrilla armies
receive weapons through interlinked networks of traders, criminals and insurgents moving across borders. Systematic
information on weapons smuggling in the region is non-existent, and information that could be used to combat the problem
on a regional scale - through ECOWAS or through bilateral exchanges - is generally not available. Few states in the region
have the resources or the infrastructure to tackle smuggling.
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20. In Sierra Leone, the RUF depends almost exclusively on light weaponry, although it does have access to more
sophisticated equipment. It has captured many weapons during confrontations with the Sierra Leone Army, ECOMOG and
lJNAMSIL forces. The Panel, however, found unequivocal and overwhelming evidence that Liberia has been actively
supporting the RUF at all levels, in providing training, weapons and related materiel, logistical support, a staging ground for
attacks and a safe haven for retreat and recuperation, and for public relations activities.

21. There is also conclusive evidence of supply lines to Liberia through Burkina Faso. Weapons supplied to Burkina Faso by
governments or private arms merchants have been systematically diverted for use in the cont1ict in Sierra Leone. For
example, a shipment of 68 tons of weapons arrived at Ouagadougou on 13 March 1999. They were temporarily off-loaded in
Ouagadougou and some were trucked to Bobo Dioulasso. The bulk of them were then trans-shipped within a matter of days
to Liberia. Most were t10wn aboard a BAC-lll owned by an Israeli businessman of Ukrainian origin, Leonid Minin. Details
of the t1ights and dates are included in the report.

22. The role of aircraft in the RUF's supply chain is vital, especially over the past two years as their sphere of int1uence in
Sierra Leone has widened. It is known that the RUF were supplied by helicopter on a sporadic basis before 1997, and on a
regular basis since then. Helicopters originating in Liberia land at Buedu, Kailahun, Makeni, Yengema, Tumbudu and
elsewhere in Kono District.

23. President Charles Taylor is actively involved in fuelling the violence in Sierra Leone, and many businessmen close to his
inner-circle operate on an international scale, sourcing their weaponry mainly in eastern Europe. One key individual is a
wealthy Lebanese businessman named Talal El-Ndine. EI-Ndine is the inner-circle's paymaster. Liberians fighting in Sierra
Leone alongside the RUF, and those bringing diamonds out of Sierra Leone are paid by him personally. The pilots and crew
of the aircraft used for clandestine shipments into or out of Liberia are also paid by El-Ndine.

24. Regional air surveillance capacities are weak or totally inadequate in detecting, or in acting as a deterrent to the arms
merchants supplying Liberia and the RUF. Weak airspace surveillance in the region in general, and abusive practices with
regard to aircraft registration, create a climate in which arms traffickers operate with impunity.

25. Because of its lax licence and tax laws, Liberia has for many years been a t1ag of convenience for the fringe air cargo
industry. Liberia also has lax maritime and aviation laws that provide the owners of ships and aircraft with maximum
discretion and cover, and with minimal regulatory interference. A schedule of Liberian-registered aircraft provided to the
Panel by the government listed only 7 planes. No documentation was available on more than 15 other aircraft identified by
the Panel. Many aircraft flying under the Liberian t1ag, therefore, are apparently unknown to Liberian authorities, and are
never inspected or seen in the country.

26. In November 1999, a Kenyan national named Sanjivan Ruprah was authorized by the Liberian Minister of Transport to
act as the 'Global Civil Aviation agent worldwide' for the Liberian Civil Aviation Regulatory Authority, and to 'investigate
and regularise the '" Liberian Civil Aviation register'. During its visit to Liberia the Panel asked the Transport Ministry, the
Ministry of Justice and police authorities about Ruprah and his work, but was told that he was not known to them. Ruprah is,
in fact, a well-known weapons dealer. He travels using a Liberian diplomatic passport in the name of Samir M. Nasr, and
carries additional authorization from the Liberian International Ship and Corporate Registry.

,27. Victor Bout is a well-known supplier of embargoed non-state actors - in Angola, the Democratic Republic of the Congo
and elsewhere. He oversees a complex network of over 50 planes and multiple cargo charter and freight-forwarding
companies, many of which are involved in shipping illicit cargo. Bout has used the Liberian aviation register extensively,
operating mainly out of the United Arab Emirates. Sharjah Airport is used as an 'airport of convenience' for planes registered
in many other countries. One of Bout's aircraft, an Ilyushin 76, was used in July and August 2000 for arms deliveries from
eastern Europe to Liberia. This aircraft and an Antonov made four deliveries, on July 4 and 27, and August I and 23,2000.
The cargo included military helicopters, spare rotors, anti-tank and anti-aircraft systems, missiles, armoured vehicles,
machine guns and ammunition.

28. It is difficult to conceal something the size of an Mi-17 military helicopter, and the supply of such items to Liberia cannot
go undetected by customs authorities in originating countries unless there are false flight plans and end-user certificates, or
unless customs officials at points of exit are paid to look the other way. The constant involvement of Bout's aircraft in arms
shipments from eastern Europe into African war zones suggests the latter.

29. In addition, there have been few significant cases of aircraft with weapons being grounded at important fuelling points
such as Cairo, Nairobi or Entebbe, or anywhere in West Africa. Although some countries have temporarily or permanently
stopped aircraft registered in Liberia from entering their airspace, the Liberian register continues to be used fraudulently. The
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practice has clearly been organised trom Liberia in cooperation with shrewd businessmen abroad, and Liberian-registered
planes remain prominent in many African countries, particularly in countries at war.

30. In short, Liberia is actively breaking Security Council embargoes regarding weapons imports into its own territory and
into Sierra Leone, It is being actively assisted by Burkina Faso. It is being tacitly assisted by countries allowing weapons to
pass through or over their territory without question, and by those countries that provide a base for the aircraft used in such
operations.

31. The report concludes with a full technical report on the adequacy of air traffic control and surveillance systems within the
region.

D. Recommendations on Weapons and Air Traffic Control

32. The Panel strongly recommends that all aircraft operating with an EL-registration number and based at airports other than
in Liberia, should be grounded immediately and until the provisions in the following recommendation are met. This includes
planes based in Sharjah and other airports in the United Arab Emirates, in Congo Brazzaville, in the Democratic Republic of
the Congo, Gabon, Angola, Rwanda and Kenya. Airport authorities and operators of planes registered in Liberia over the past
five years should be advised to keep all their documentation, log books, operating licences, way bills and cargo manifests for
inspection.

33. It is further recommended that all operators of aircraft on the Liberian register, wherever they are based, be required to
file their airworthiness and operating licences and their insurance documents with the International Civil Aviation
Organisation's headquarters in Montreal, Canada, including documentation on inspections carried out during the past five
years. The aircraft of all operators failing to do so should be grounded permanently. Aircraft that do not meet ICAO standards
should be grounded permanently.

34. The Security Council, through ICAO, lATA and the WCO should create a centralized information bulletin, making the
list of grounded Liberian aircraft known to all airports in the world.

35. Burkina Faso has recently recommended that the UN Security Council supervise a proposed mechanism that would
monitor all arms imports into its territory, and their use, for a period of three years. The Panel endorses this proposal. The
Panel also recommends that under such a mechanism, all imports of weapons and related materiel into Burkina Faso over the
past five years be investigated. The Panel further recommends that any state having exported weapons during this period to
Burkina Faso should investigate the actual end-use of these weapons, and report their findings to the Security Council and to
the Program for Coordination and Assistance for Security and Development (PCASED) established under the ECOWAS
Moratorium.

36. In view of the sanctions-breaking cases investigated by the Panel and the information gathered in the region, it is
recommended that the Security Council encourage the reinforcement of the ECOWAS Programme for Coordination and
Assistance for Security and Development (PCASED) with support from Interpol and the World Customs Organisation.
PCASED should have an active capacity to monitor compliance with anns embargoes and the circulation of illicit weapons in
the region.

37. The Security Council should encourage ECOWAS member states to enter into binding bilateral arrangements between
states with common frontier zones, to initiate an effective, common and internationally agreed system of control that includes
the recording, licensing, collection and destruction of small arms and light weapons. These bilateral arrangements can be
promoted and facilitated through ECOWAS and through the Programme for Coordination and Assistance for Security and
Development. A common standard and the management of a database on significant cases of smuggling and sanctions
busting in the region could be developed by Interpol. The IWETS (International Weapons and Explosives Tracking System)
programme of Interpol could be used by all states and the United Nations for the purpose of tracking the origin of the
weaponry.

38. In this report, the Panel has identified certain arms brokers and intermediaries responsible for supplying weapons to the
RUF. A project should be developed to profile these arms brokers with the cooperation ofInterpol. Similarly, considering the
importance of air transport in the sanctions busting, profiles of major cargo companies involved in such practices should be
developed, with a view to exploring ways and means of further strengthening the implementation of sanctions.

39. Responsibility for the flood of weapons into West Africa lies with producing countries as well as those that trans-ship and
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use them. The Security Council must fmd ways of restricting the export of weapons, especially from eastern Europe, into
conflict areas under regional or UN embargoes. 'Naming and shaming' is a first step, but consideration could be given to
placing an embargo on weapons exports from specific producer countries, just as diamonds have been embargoed from
producer countries, until internationally acceptable certification schemes have been developed.

40. An analysis of the firearms recovered from rebels should be undertaken in cooperation with Interpol, and its International
Weapons and Explosives Tracking System. This would help in further identifying those involved in the RUF supply line.

41. The World Customs Organization should be asked to share with the Security Council its views on creating adequate
measures for better monitoring and detection of weapons or related materiel to non-state actors or countries under an arms
embargo.

42. Current Security Council arms embargoes should be amended to include a clear ban on the provision of military and
paramilitary training.

43. Countries in West Africa that have not signed the 1989 UN Convention on the Recruitment, Use, Training and Financing
of Mercenaries should be encouraged to do so.

44. Consideration should be given to the development of special training programs on sanctions monitoring for national law
enforcement and security agencies, as well as airport and customs personnel in West Africa, and the development of a
manual or manuals on the monitoring of sanctions at airports for worldwide use by airport authorities and law enforcement
servIces.

45. Consideration should be given to placing specialised United Nations monitors at major airports in the region (and perhaps
further afield), focussing on sensitive areas and coordinating their findings with other airports. This would enable better
identification of suspect aircraft. It would also create a deterrent against illicit trafficking, and would generate the information
needed to identify planes, owners and operators violating UN sanctions and arms embargoes.

46. The Security Council should consider ways in which air traffic control and surveillance in West Africa can be improved,
with a view to curtailing the illicit movement of weapons. Possibilities include:

• encouraging the installation of primary radar at all major West African airports, and finding the fmancial support to
do so. Only primary radar can independently detect the movement of aircraft;

• an alternative to radio would be High Frequency Radio, or 'pseudo radar'. This, however, requires pilot cooperation;

• requiring the use in the region of a Global Positioning System and requiring aircraft to be equipped with the
appropriate avionics, with installation of the corresponding equipment on the ground. This would entail requiring
aircraft flying in West Africa to have on board or to be equipped with avionics which could enable controllers on the
ground to identify any traffic, anywhere and at any time in their sector;

• encouraging ICAO and other interested agencies to assist states in reinforcing the fmancial autonomy of bodies
es'tablished for the management of air navigation services.

Other Recommendations

47. In this report, the Panel makes a variety of specific recommendations that deal with diamonds, weapons and the use of
aircraft for sanctions-busting and the movement of illicit weapons. Many of these recommendations and the problems they
address are related to the primary supporter of the RUF, Liberia - its President, its government and the individuals and
companies it does business with. The Panel notes with concern that Security Council resolutions on diamonds and weapons
are being broken with impunity. In addition to the foregoing, the Panel offers the following recommendations with a view to
making the message of this report more clear, and to ensuring that there is better follow-up to Security Council decisions in
future:

48. A travel ban similar to that already imposed on senior Liberian officials and diplomats by the United States should be
considered for application by all UN member nations until such time as Liberia's support to the RUF and its breaking of other
UN sanctions ends conclusively.

49, The principals in Liberia's timber industry are involved in a variety of illicit activities, and large amounts of the proceeds
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are used to pay for extra-budgetary activities, including the acquisition of weapons. Consideration should be given to placing
a temporary embargo on Liberian timber exports, until Liberia demonstrates convincingly that it is no longer involved in the
trafficking of arms to, or diamonds from, Sierra Leone.

50. Consideration should be given to creating capacity within the UN Secretariat for on-going monitoring of Security Council
sanctions and embargoes. This is imperative to the building of an in-house knowledge base on current issues such as conflict
diamonds, as noted in paragraph 17 above, but it is even more important to creating greater awareness of, and capacity to deal
with problems, which are not likely to be solved in the near future, such as the illicit trade in weapons and related materiel.

INTRODUCTION

A. General

51. On August 2,2000, in reference to Security Council Resolution 1306 (2000) concerning Sierra Leone, adopted by the
Security Council on July 5,2000, the Secretary General of the United Nations appointed a Panel of Experts to collect
information on possible violations of the measures imposed by paragraph 2 of Resolution 1171 (1998) and the link between
trade in diamonds and trade in arms and related materiel, and to consider the adequacy of air traffic control systems in the
region.

52. Paragraph 2 of Resolution 1171 (1998) states that The Security Council... decides, with a view to prohibiting the sale and
supply of arms and related materiel to non-governmental forces in Sierra Leone, that all States shall prevent the sale or
supply, by their nations or from their territories, or using their flag vessels or aircraft, of arms and related materiel of all
types, including weapons and ammunition, military vehicles and equipment, paramilitary equipment and spare parts for the
aforementioned, to Sierra Leone other than to the Government of Sierra Leone through named points of entry on a list to be
supplied by that Government to the Secretary-General who shall then promptly notify all Member States of the United
Nations of the list.

53. In connection with this Resolution, the Panel took cognisance of Paragraph 8 of Security Council Resolution 788 (1992),
which remains in force: The Security Council... decides, under Chapter VII of the Charter of the United Nations, that all
states shall, for the purposes of establishing peace and stability in Liberia, immediately implement a general and complete
embargo on all deliveries of weapons and military equipment to Liberia until the Security Council decides otherwise.

54. The Panel also noted paragraphs I to 7 of Security Council Resolution 1306 (2000), which dealt with the issue of Sierra
Leone's diamonds, and in which the Security Council decided that 'all States shall take the necessary measures to prohibit the
direct or indirect import of all rough diamonds from Sierra Leone to their territory.'

55. On October 6, 2000, the Chairman of the Sierra Leone Sanctions Committee informed the President of the Security
Council that his Committee had agreed to exempt the export of diamonds controlled by the Government of Sierra Leone
through a new Certificate of Origin regime from the measures imposed by paragraph 1 of the resolution.

56. The Panel of Experts consisted ofMr. Martin Chungong Ayafor (Cameroon - Chairman), Mr. Atabou Bodian (Senegal
Expert from the International Civil Aviation Organization), Mr. Johan Peleman (Belgium - Arms and Transportation Expert),

- Mr. Harjit S. Sandhu (India - Expert from Interpol), and Mr. Ian Smillie (Canada - Diamond Expert). The letter appointing
the Panel is included in Annex 1.

57. The Panel first met at UN Headquarters in New York on August 21, and it was subsequently agreed with the Security
Council Sanctions Committee on Sierra Leone that its report would be submitted on December 8, 2000. This was
subsequently rescheduled to mid December, 2000.

B. The Work of the Panel

58. The Panel received a great deal of logistical and moral support from the United Nations Secretariat, from UN Resident
Coordinators and UNDP officials in almost every country it visited. Many governments helped with detailed information and
advice, and many individuals and companies in the diamond industry provided helpful information. The Security Council
exploratory hearings on Sierra Leone diamonds held in New York on July 31 and August 1, 2000 were also very helpful in
setting the stage for the Panel.

59. The Panel was able to coordinate some of its work with the concurrent Angola Panel. In addition, Panel members were
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able to attend an important intergovernmental conference on conflict diamonds held in Pretoria in September 2000.

60. The Panel travelled widely to countries involved in the diamond trade, and to countries involved, or said to be involved in
the trafficking of weapons and related materiel to Sierra Leone in contravention of UN Security Council embargoes. The
entire panel visited Sierra Leone twice, and some Panel members visited three times. In addition to Freetown, trips were
made to Darn and to the diamond trading centre of Kenema. In Guinea, Panel members visited Conakry and Nzerekore. The
entire Panel also visited Liberia, South Africa and United Nations Headquarters in New York. Travel was undertaken by one
or several of the Panel members to Belgium, Burkina Faso, Canada, Ghana, France, India, Israel, Mali, Niger, Nigeria, Spain
Switzerland, Ukraine, the United Kingdom, the United States and the United Arab Emirates. Stopover visits were made to
Abidjan, but because of elections and subsequent civil unrest, only a limited number of telephone conversations were
possible.

61. In each country Panel members met with government authorities, and where relevant, with diplomatic missions, civil
society organizations, aid agencies, private sector firms and journalists. The Panel had access to a wide range of public and
confidential information provided by official sources, including law enforcement and intelligence agencies. The Panel also
contacted a number of key individuals and informants whose names have been a subject of interest and controversy in recent
months in connection with the Sierra Leone crisis. A full list of those contacted is contained in Annex 2. Given the sensitive
nature of the subjects investigated by the Panel, however, it should be noted that many individuals spoke under conditions of
confidentiality. Several meetings held in various countries have therefore not been listed.

62. In August 2000, the Panel requested detailed statistics dating back to 19&7 on diamond exports from major producing
countries, and imports to countries with significant trading, cutting and polishing industries. The reason for going back to
19&7 was to determine what trends might have prevailed before the wars in Sierra Leone and Liberia. In September, the Panel
sent reminders to all governments that had not yet provided the requested statistics. In the end, most of the data requested was
provided by most governments. Three exceptions stand out, despite reminders: no statistics were received from The Gambia,
Cote d'Ivoire and the United Arab Emirates.

C. Standards of Verification

63. The Panel agreed at the outset of its work to use high evidentiary standards in its investigations. This required at least two
credible and independent sources of information to substantiate a finding. Wherever possible, the Panel also agreed to put
allegations to those concerned in order to allow them the right of reply. In the past, allegations against various parties to the
conflict in Sierra Leone have been denied with the question, 'Where is the evidence?' An example of this is the standard
response to charges that weapons have been channelled to Liberia through Burkina Faso. In the report that follows, we have
dealt in detail with this particular allegation. It might still be asked, 'Where is the evidence?' On this charge and others, full
details of the sources will not be revealed, but the evidence is incontrovertible. The Panel examined the flight records
maintained at the offices of Roberts Flight Information Region (FIR) in Conakry for all aircraft movement in West Africa
during the period in question. It saw photographs ofthe aircraft being loaded in Burkina Faso. It examined flight plans. It
spoke to eyewitnesses of aircraft movement in Burkina Faso and Liberia, and it spoke to individuals who were on board the
aircrafts in question. In addition to its own detailed verification, the Panel received corroborating information from
international intelligence agencies and police sources operating at international as well as national levels. The assistance of
Interpol specialists was also taken as and when required. This is an example of one of the more difficult issues examined by
the Panel. All issues have been judged and reported using the same standard.

D. A Reminder

64. The Panel's mandate is described in Section A, above. The Panel was reminded of the background to its mandate,
however, during its visits to Sierra Leone. There, thousands of civilians, many of them child victims of unspeakable brutality,
face a future without hands or feet. Tens of thousands of Sierra Leoneans have lost their lives, half a million have become
refugees and three or four times that number has been displaced. As the Panel concluded its report, much of Sierra Leone
remained in rebel hands, where people lived without access to medical assistance, education or the means to a secure
livelihood. The Panel remained cognizant, throughout its work, of its role and its responsibility in helping to end the suffering
of the people of Sierra Leone, and this decade-long tragedy.

[I] Note: the term 'sensitive country' is not used in this report to suggest wrongdoing. It is taken from a Belgian government
report which seeks to protect these countries, Belgium and the industry from problems to which they are all clearly
vulnerable. Namibia, for example, is one of the leaders in the fight against conflict diamonds.

http://ww'W.sierra-leone.org/panelreport-summary.html 4/20/2004
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29. UNHCR Report on Atrocities Committed Against the Sierra Leone Population,
UNHCR Conakry Branch Office, 28 January 1999
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SIERRA LEO~E V[CT1iYIS OF V[OLE:'{CE - SUl'YLYlA..,..R.Y REPORT

l.

J..

6.

s.
9

l'I"ame

::-'ationaliry

Sex:
Dale of Binh

Place of Origin
Occupation:
D ate/Place of }, track:

Date of AITlval
Route Followed:

Sierra Leone
Male

miner
e~d Febrt12ry' at ':(000J2

end February 1998
:ZenemJ. - Ma.k::em - Kobola (Clear Kaoala) -

:0 AccoillIJanied by

II Physical CoadicioIJ

12.. D ate aDd P lace 0 f I D t erv jew

ID~ervjewjng Officer

~ a rcni 'Ie:

Foroconia - Conakc.-y
'N-ife, 1',vocrl.11dren
Missing both hanGS, or.e ear

27/5/9S at COTI3-kcY

'1 "''''''',,-- ' I.' ~ l :-T 'T- . ~-,- , . ,- ,. .'LV r. ' , 'J.ilG CdS ta..ul y lle.G. t<ecema.. a.t tbeeno 0: r corl1:lry (0 escape Ilgnnng lrA ~na[

a:-ea Ln hope 0 [' reaching Gclille2. Tley reachd ':viakem, but while or. the road oeC',veec

lv'1ak,~nl ZL.fld Kabala tl-:ey' \vere intercepced by Q group Df rebeis and tak::n CD the:r base de

Kobola. Ee was a.ccused of ~avlDg L:'led to lead ;::COMOG [0 ~he rebel 03-5<:. Eis mocter
md wife wer:~ bEd, but his se:::ond wi.fe and cwo children remained witt him.

t-;:,::; describes che::::.rrp 2.5 quite IdIge and estl,r.at:::s C:2.'/ing seen a[ounc. 3SO rebels, SiX

cars/trucks (it leJst Qrre r:1J.rk::d G"Nj a.Ild eLgIn mccorcycles. The rmlitrry cor;unander was
named Brlgadler *"*""'-, who reporcec.ly led 2. r=oe! a.cracK on the hyciroelecrric plane ac
'C:umbuna. Other me:} ofJ.uchor:c'Y were Ma)or **_"'*x, who reponedly served as Under
secrecMy of Stale for "'''''''''',,''' under ehe i\FRC, Lleutena.n.e Colonel -***"'., and one
.x~*~* \vhom tvlr. ~~*x*. desc:.-ices J.S the h.ead ofLhe ca:lonallocter/. Lvii. :11;.:':.".
reports havmg see:1 aroured Sj pnsGQers .

•1I.Jl pGsoners were kept (led. up tn one area. ,"'-_s ~(L- ""."''''''' desc.:-ibes It, LieUle:1ant

Colonel "'x .... xx gave orders to Major "'"."'" x'" to selec: SlX pnsoners to be brought ou[ a.rle.
r~leased.. Lleuten3.Il{ Colonel ~*~~ .. ~ coid ctt~ prisoners (hac he had rec:::lved. orders frOr:1
"-~ "I r- h ~ '- . ; b ., 'I .
~upe;r:n:lIl to re,eaS'3 some pnsGner-s. c=.3.C .. , O~ llle s.!:~( pnsone,s r.em2.me:J. ounu a.::;Q caQ

a tetter ,:ICG., around hLS neck 2..Lld was led J.\vay,

,{ '" "''' x"'''' k" . ~ '" ,,-lYir. was C3,Y:::1ln tne :lext g,oup or pnsoners [0 ce releasee on or~eI'S C"

·~SUpe[:TL3.n.'~TLlcy' [00 v;.'ere bOllnd ar:d. lelters \,/ve:-,~ tIed aIQl1f'.d t~elr necks, an.c. tten
ta.k:en co 3. pomt c.eJr ::'1e S le::73, Le:xe CUl.J1ea border Got :-:JI free JIl ECOMOC G2.Se
\Vr.len Lhe rebel decacr.l1Tlec.[ there :-~ac. che nOles, tt:e~/ prGc::eded J.mputate C,:ern and eJ1en

" t' , . b """',-,- ....1:\ { ::icxJ«';f(-'::.JIC's ~C[~gave c..'lex new ::10 es 2.oG.ressec. :0 t 1e gover-noene or ~leca _eoGe. Lhr. . ". ' "-

sale!. tha: the rebels were cormng [0 Freecowr. and chac ctey I,YOU lli figi:;,C LO tbe 'las, IT.2.1"-.
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•• .~.~ •• __ 4_ ••• •• ~._ ••• ~ ••• __ ~_ •••• _~~4 •••• __ .~_ ••• __ ._ •• _ ••••• _ ••• 4 ••••• 4 ~ ••• __ ••• -.

S ieg e~. ~ .. k-::~",~l.. / _... __ !:I~'~. ;.'," '.. ~'.\~ ..... _.' _~~,,[ ... __ f.).(iJ.t- .. _. _~~-. f/ _~~ 4 ••••• _~l~ ..::~~"-:""•••••••••

~~:~ ~e
d~ ~~~~~~~ ~~ ~~~ ~:;;J~~~~-~1.~,~ ~."~~.~ ~ ~~_~~~ ~;-~;~: ~~ :P~'~~::.;~ -I -~~ ?~~:~: ~~: ~:y;~~::.:~:-

'J

oate probable au traurilatisme:. __ '.". __ ._ ::z, .. .!:'~_l: .':':~: __ . _.. _.1- .•. - •.•.•..• -- .••••••• , -.---.- .•

ConcJusion! Remarques. __ .. __ J7~_._ . .D..~0__~.::t.... __ .'/.t1:._ ... _.L-.>:1.GD..~.. -I _
.. -LJ:(-;:.:.~~~.'('_l~.. I .. ::_L..F~... '-'r: ... y:-,.:h~?"'(~-:-l: .. ..')-*'i-. __ .t:-:;'~i~:':1': ...._.J!¥..m_O'Y.:.~~_+__"o

n I ~ , j
Fait pour Ie He?, a ._.J;::-::.\__':'.:';-:\:'~.- --- -Le .. _.).G._-,-._~.':.:', ,. ~ 998

" IU

Signature:

---- /'\

o

-



C
/

o

,-



SIEER~ LEOl\t., V1CTL\lS OF VIOLE:'<CE - SC)I:'vlARY REPORT

1. 0iame
t'\ationality:

3. Sex:
4. Date of Birth:
::J. Place of origin:

6. Occupation:

7. Date of arrival:
8. Date/P13ce 0 f Attad:::
9. Route followed:

10. Accompanied by:

Sierra L:::c::rie. T:::T:l_e tlIbe

Female:
26/1

:V[ute;:>:i. >:emc: rc chLefciuiT:.. :.OllO DlStfict
~~urse (speclaticy Pr,::gn2.Dcy aOG ·::t-llldren)

arou!'.c! 26,:.1./98
19/3/98 near Bakedou
iviIJt.:=m2. CC\VTl, Peym2. village, Bal-ceduu.
ForOCOC1J. i.(Qcikcro , Guec:k~doLl

froIl'. 21.0~.2 ull 26.04 tbey li''ied in tr1e bush.

XXX (1'\, and daughter YY"'{ (5)
11. Physical COudition: muluplr; crulses and curs from be2.Li!J.g

12. Date and Place of InteI"yiew: 26/5/9,3 aDc 3/6/98 at Gueckedeu
13. Inteniewing Officers: .j,~madou Keme:lani, ProtectioD Officer

,'·"'nne Pal1..lcan, Field Officer

~arr3tiYe:

:/1rs ~~~><><>< and her husband, a trader, [wed ][l Freetown wiLf} tV\lO of c...lJeir childre:1.

5mc::: 1.99:. [\'10 daughters have scayed In MaKeni (Bombali Districc) wi[h her elde; .5!Sccr,
Mrs-~x><",*. because it "vas safer there. T:"1ey are "'><,,*"'''' (13) and ,,*"'*'*'''' (11) On 25
May. 1997, tdlowlng ('.['[J.cks 0[1 che uey, uley lef~ F[ee~owI1 and ::mlved in Motcrr:ii [ewn
i.J Ju.ne. Here they sC3.:ec etil che llrsc a[[3.c:,::: in Keno 0[1 February 21,1998. The Jum2

solc,er"i :~~J.d had an 3,rg;Jment with U[1e the cD'.vnspeople abmH money 'which Ltc

sOldiers rer-uscG co pc:y back:. The soldiers C1J::3.tened [~em chat If ttey cld [1OC lezve che
tl.J\Vn \vDuid. be rJe~I:-oyed. Sbe ha.d. se~[1 one or cn,t soldiers w'hu lSSLled :l~e [.hI'~3.[S befc,re
but coes not k.:,ow ;llS !Jame.

Ttewhele housellold of 16 people lefl berc,re [he town 'Nas a[[acked - herself, her
husOan.d and [hel r cwo youriges~ chlldre~ and chelf eXL:~ded farTHly She brought :.i lHlle
rr:eclclne, 200,000 leones and some clothr:g Tiley hlC tn [l'1C bush bc~ore and aIlCr ehey
had J,ee~ aClack,:d.

a grcup c( 3.[ leas~ LO Juma
sDldiers in the bush Gear 3akedeu They 'Nere he!d [,om abeu[ 11.00 a.m. [ill abolC,[ 300
p:";L \;1rs "><'j<><"",,,, G1Q net k~"1e\\/ any o( [he cr,eo or hear theIr [lames She remeobec chac
some \-\/0[.:: rnllll..ary ccmo3.c unlfc.rms, ochers \\lore C:VLll3.Il cicching, (luG cl~ey carTled

guns t::ayooee5. c'Jcl2.sses, knives, cows and 3.1T:JWS, Tiley speke Keo, Mende ar:c! T:::li1.:;e
T:ley \~,,"er<~ CC}[TLmaClde~ by 3. [all [nan J.ruuTIu 50 years oid \\/~L1 grey~ng hair. Th.er,,= were
scrTle '=:";Jrl.ll·e~ c~'/JliQ.n.s \,i,.. 'lIh chern. seven old and young \VOIT~e::"'L LO men, a.nd r:Jor~ chan

is chddren. rle seldier's g:lcherd [heir p[]soners LD ~1[1 ooer; 3.rea. In D[ of ail of [hem



a

tv1;s. ~~_~X~ \N'l[llessed che sexu2.1 3.ssJ.IJ.~[ I~~( [n:,~:::- t':V'Ome:-i. i:""'tOrt:ers Ci- 27-'""' ye2r~, 2.i:C

many chilcir~ni bach 'DOyS ar.d g.:-:s [;-. (jne cJ.~e 5~-:e 52'v\! [he :-~;be~s kr!l J \vomar: 3.:-~'~;- c...:.c:/
had ld;Jed her. In Local Lvlrs ;.()O(:.(~~~ V'il[,;.~ess,=d L:.e 1(~Ulng or S'\~~'\je:n peopie Lacer She~3\V

/, six deac bodies.v'

c2.kec,
hands behInd" 't;.er back ane orce[~ci Gcr ;-n 'li'~ down on the. g:-CUDC, chI,eacEillllg :0 Y,Jll he:
'They chen slar:eci CUCIlll.g her flecK \Vlch d- kn.Lfe. i·\. four:~ boy (s~le believes less [l-:ai~ is
years old) stabbed her a,IT'. "vah d sna~ arrOli/ , J.nocie:' young boy bear. her in c.jeiJack
wlt.h r:.he bacel of a gun., ane 3. [hire scabbec her ief:: k· s ai1G rOOt ',!I1Cl": a b2yonec, Th!s
wenc on unul one of [he seldiers I,wt",ose face she dlC ;laC see) askd c:-:e oL'1ers [0 iea'ie ;-:er
and no[ kill her. She lost a juc o( blJce ane was lOSll1g ccrLSc;ence.

DurIng the at:.J.ck 00 ~flrs ;~c>w;~x.i~ be:- son ar:d daL:g:-lter Lay or~ cncsC"ounc [ogecher "NIL~

her The soldiers had also orciec.::c enem co lie dC'NC'.. but thelf hc.n.dsNe,e nO[Clec. XXX
) recei\'ed a de~p cut i2 che he::::.c \VIer: d C1J.Ci2~S. ,(,{,( had 3 C'.iC on her r:ghc hand \vEh 3.

cutl2.ss, Boch Df cheQ c,~mer:1ter sC=lng Glre:: peDplc beIng klllec

wha: happenec aE::er sile W'iS ;:],ttJ.ck.eci a.s she was UI1CCH1SCiOUS most of the Clme 'INher. [he
SOldiers had )et't~ her sen )<~;(7( ~cuchec her anl and l~I1[led her, ane she \vok~ utJ. ,J.~fOU,GC

fier she sa 1
,;'; ['nan'! dead hociies all.c aU c:J.e Jamage tha= held been cone. I-i-=:- husband \V3.S

illlsslng,

It \vas t2e~. geITlng laJc 1.~ che d.:Ler~LOOn_ Sume \vomen who r,ad beerl hieing In ehe bush
came back washed the SUfVl'icrs, J.GC gdve [hem some clothes. They gave her ,,-,"d
Y10hamd some cloch [0 bandag:: chelr ,younds The survivors chen scarted waiking ,~,ft::r

4 days or: the wae. some vlllagers ehey me: [old her [hat her husband had be~n earned
away by ehe sotdier.:i/rebets a::.d had bee:1 killec Wlcn a cutlass a[ a place called Sabwa.
She herse l f did i10 c go u'lere and did noc see iter hus band's 'DOQy .

She and seven ocher SUfV1Vors sl:ayed in the bush till about 26 Apnl ~ nere ,vere cwo
women and ewo men, elaee boys and one glri They lived on bananas, C3.ssav3., and
DOe,3.'Oes The'! built shelters of oal171 br3.Dches The men were resDonsible t'or colleeticz
J.. .). .. ~ - ~. --

foed li1G a woman prepared. 1[. They drank bad wacer which gave u'1em diar;-lloea. They
were :tlv,ays movmg from place eO ;:;!ace, llSLem:1g ror gunshoc:: and (or ::he rebels. Mrs
Bangura recoums Llat she '"vas unable ~o sleep due co ehe pam of her lI1Junes. \Y-Clen U1ey
arnved in FCrDCOQl3. she anG ~,er chIldree. were ac once washed :inc [re3.ced coelers :E1G
given IT,edlClne: i~,n ambulanc: 'was calke!., ane!. mey afnved in Gueckedou Ecsplcal vLl

May 1sc, L998, lIter J. days in ForOCCnl3..
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SIERP,-~ LEO,\E VICTL'yIS OF \IOLEl\Cf - Sli~\lc\I.~>EY REPOF~T

J.t CLleckeio u

F ,cr:: .2 ] .U2 tIll 26.0.:1.

1. Name
, Nationality;

~. Sex:
.:.1. Date of Birth:

~. Place 0 f 0 rigin:

6. Date aDd Place of ,'\tulck
7. Date of arrival:

S. Occupatioo:

9. Route followed.:

10. Accompanied by:
11. Pbysical Condition:

12. Date and P[;;,ce of IJltervtew:
13. IlHerviewir1':'; Officers:

N arr;). rive

:Aotcm3.. tkrrH:kc.ro cnlc:~(~·om. KOllo DIS8C

l ()'/J/98 ne:J[ 82.kedou

~rou[1~ =: 8

Stucenc
;'V'Locc:ca to\VO. ?I~ym;..: ";1 Clge, BJ.:<edou,

Eo ro(.=o r_~ 2.,_ [(co l~~~orc 1 1=~Lle':;(~dou

CUe or: ::ceau \Vlth nachete
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CASE .":c 04

SIERR~ LIO:'1T 'y'ICTL'rlS OF VlOLE:"{CE - SU'\llYIARY REPORT

1. Name:

'2. N a ci 0 n ali ty:

J. Sex::

::1. D ate 0 fBi rth :

5. Place of Origin:

6. Occupation:

7. Date/Place of Att:lck :

S. Date of Arrival:

9. Route Followed:

10. Accomp;]Qied by:

11. Physical Coodicion:

12. Date and Pbce of In tervien:

13. Interviewing Officer:

Narr:ltiye:

lC)iO
~~ganc.iahun, B~:Jr:0 OlS[ILCC, E.aste~ Province

F;lrmer

, 8

NgClndahu.n - KuunJu - Fa.r.g2.ffiadoll -Gueck::dou
t\VO unkno\,vn pe~s(Jns

bli[',ded 'wleh ::J.USllC llquid. beJ.t·::n

98 elt Cueckedou Hospital
ChJ.rlot~t: Roster: P-.idung, Field Of£:ce:-

On hIS \Ai:J.Y back to Nganda1JuI~ from a Visit III ChLkpcLDdala, Mr. """,xx",,,, Dec a gTOliD Oi

armed men in a fcrest about u\..~ree LTules rrc'ffi ~gar.dahuc or, 20 Febnlalj, 1998. He \'iaS

accompanied by ('NO me:1 un..k:nown to him. One escJ.Dec., when he saw t.he n:bels. The

otheT was captured together \Vlth Mr. **",",x," Tne rebels :J.sked [herr:. for their etb.I1ic
(['gEl ivir X*'*"H loid the rebels that he lS Kissi thOllgt! he considers himself to be

Madingo. T~1e othe:- person saie: chat ':Ie was Foulah.

Euzht ['ebels caotured him :md ,he o(he, oeTson. They sDoke Krio and wore ci'li1122
--'.J. l l

clothmg. Mr. H*,,** sJ.1d that chey r:wst be from "Corporal Fodey Sankoh's factlOIl"
becuase, he explained. rebels from c..h.1S f2.ctlCn always appear in groups of eight, twelve,
C:lgI1r:=eQ rJr [\veTIrj-~QLlr ~e:-sans. H,:: dId nor kno\v th.e names of his 3.Ssailants_ Sev·e:-Zl.~ c, f
the r:::bels ;lttacke:i ~;O(~,.x~ v,lhde lhe ochers formec a cii"cie around the oth·::r GJ.r:.

"r:1e rebets sever~ly b~2.t !.YLf. jc;~**::¥~ ""\I'lCn the JU[t 0["8. rif}e
J

kicked hlITl and slappec. htm.
u~ re ll '-" .. l..e 0 ........ 1 c' ,.... 1, ! t..-"l !' "=-i",.;. , ;, 'OF>' ~"""ns-'O 's J. :...,--~, ~ .... ,"", t rL... aop n~- 1 '1l __ .• lU l~l ::;"uUfl :J."C. ,neu l) ;-,(~,_nu ,0 _ unC'~'d ,,' L: ." uuj dJ.UunU ,llt: .::;_ vl l~

who \vas \VlCr, the rebelS C2.:;'-:le r:>r,.va..rd 2.D.d poured '::. liqutc :nto ~/Lc. ~~**~*1.s eyes. !'vfr.
~**"\'t~.>io: 52.1(1 tj~a[ his e~I'es staL:ed bUr71l[js s~ve;,:::y The rebels lee hl.ffi go c..r:d took che
ocher ITI2Il J.\Vay

j\rfr. X:;Clir;*~~ does nac kno\v e.'clccly \\' he '.\',:JS J.::t.1C;(cd.. ne bclu;ves that ':I1e rebels

thought [hac he \'-'CiS tr-fi:lg [0 escape He ,::-\plalr.ed t.hac che rebels have J. say:ng l~ you
are nl.2IllDg a\Vay ~ lC r~ cec:.Jus~ :;;uu arc su.qpO~li:l5 Pr::,SiC.ent Y... abbah.

~f.r. ~T'~1C*_ heade.j SLrJ.l.g~~[ fc'[ lbe Dord,:::r ·'.vllen [he L::bels lefe hlm..~fter:.l couplt: at'

hOUT?,~ t~e P~lD U~ hlS c>:es gn:.\'.: \\'Olse. Hc:' r:::J..c~ed F'3.:m~J.rrtZldoll the saIT':.e cay. H:: slayed
in the C::ll"2D for ['\\/0 '..2:::.ys dr:c2 [Ilen ccr,UI1uecl lO Cueckeciou. He C2.:1 Sc:1Sc ii:{jc bu: IS

oUlc;Nlseb lmd.
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CASE :t 05

SIERI;;'A LEONE '/ICT[\IS OF VIOLE:\CE - SL,'vINLARY REPORT

1. :-<ame:
/ Nationality:
3. Sex:
..1 DaLe of Birth:
:J. Place of Origin:

6. Occupation:
7. DateiPL1ce of ,c\ttack

S. Dace of Arrival:
9. Route Followed:

10. Accomp'-lnied by:
il. PhysiGll Condicion:

Sierra L~cne

Femaie
16..PP co ~::Lr::3. [e i '/ 1975
Gbene;",:,o(':'. ~(OlG2dllg'J =-';'lSL~-IC[. ~-orr:hern

PrOYlDC::

.~pprO.Y..lrrla[~ly one rT'1cnrh and tl'/~ days ago
3.[ Gbeof;Korc.

9 June. 1998
Fararr:an - Gbenekoro - Sc:r::Koli:;. - Kanf2.]::: 
WaLia. - Songoya - Far3.[Ls.~l

Morrler, bro[he,-, ;ler crJI::e chddreQ a:ld ousbalJG
ihrr.::e tlGge:-s Oll her rlg~,-[ [land scl/erea, [he (oure;' CDC d~

[hr~ JC'~n[ lJ[l.e ,:iig~c), Le~-: har:d ill~le [In.g.::r Cd~ l~ t':al{,

LT~d.chece v\.:()unCs Oec\\.'ee:l \e~'~ hdnQ and \:/rlSl \jcep -:u.c

on cal Cof ler-: leg
i2. DZlte :.:nd PI.;\ce of Interview:
1.3. inTerviewing Officer:

N ;lfr-.:iCl ve:

,6 Iune 1
Charlotte 1".'"\

LV RiclJng, Fje!d lLer

~vls. T~~+:~;~ ';V,'~~S living \vlch her ,hu:sband dEd c~i,IGr,~n tf: faralnail ~I1 Slerra L~:Jne. C{,~:

rTl(.."!fllcr \:V':::::; jivlng L; Screkolld The moclJer c~J.me CrJ f~:):-2.::Tl3.h ~',=I gee her ciallgh:c:r di-:C (::'.:i1ll\

so chZ'Li che\ iL:Julci:::sc2.iJ:: ct-,e r:::be!s cOl2.ccher ,-inO [JlUS prc'LC::;:J [J GUIDeJ. The ,-2mllv iefl

Ll Ct;,ei1ekc)[c,. c~cy c:nc~Jl2.n[ered. ~.he r,::~e[s C()ln~n2 ir-CTll ScrT':eseC:u. t\-'Ls. ~~~;'<~:l<, ce: ["llOlner

-,re '~"Jlci[~q G~oone·i cl1e'[ :":cl'O'-'OI'l Cr:. ~"'~o','C\~e" Lnco ehe bus:: The rejcls CJursc..:ej c':lem'-'-.... '-~.. '-" .[ ,:---' '- • ',J .1.1..:;"1. .:;;...J c.;, .. .!.1.- '-~'- __ ',-,' '-- •

LDlC c1-l'~ bush. The rnocher \vas cap("1-.J.red be(on:: lYL~. *X==lC~~~. lYls. -"=~***:.< fell dc\vn 11-: [lie
hu~h. \'Yhlle ')L-:e \\'ZlS lng [0 run d.\vcty She \V:l~ (:a[:-~/lng r~e~ your~gesI c~lld on hel" c.ac~-(_ A.~

joe \T/as JOOU[ [IJ gec blCk en hei fe~t, [he: chdd ~'c:i 1 d()\v'~ ,:lOC che C",~oeis CJ.pCt":'i"'::C he:-

~yls. :..::>o:-"C~;.,.;~_ u}d nc'c kl1o\v her assail3.nG . .she s;;..:c.:h3.[ JOUle of cheo \A/Or-~ u:11fJr2S, \}Y'hLle
tJche::-s \Nor;:- C1V1.L::'r1 ClCL.l.eS Ther,:: 'yVer~ 2.C-OIJ.[ a rUJ.r,C:-c:G :Jt~ ~hen1 The:; spok=, 'T,=~ne,

K'J[':lc.kJi J.J1Q K,-\o She does noc kJl0\V why Slle 'w1S dL[2.cke:.1 T:1e rebei, who EluC11dCed h::::,
n.ae \vounds uc buch che~ks, ccvered by banc-:iid Tiley \,.\'e=-e~ prDbab!~1 cf3.GlCiOOal ;TL3.rk.~~.

['ct :::Liei:o orrJ.:::r,::c.i i1C:: co show [hem [he pl"ll~e i]c c:-;e T:H::J.Doru lr1ghllilg on cr"ej;ue (If che
NPRC~). S~le r,~pi:ed- ~~~a_= she c-id. flOC, ~no\v \,V'he[~ [i-:e T,Ji""TJdC'OrC 'Y\/ere The r,c::c'els \val.ll:cC I~IJ

knu'.J/ [he. \VZly lO S,~::-eh:l)ljJ dnd sh:: shc;\vt:cJ (t.e.l n rlle> s~Lld~L- he:- [h,~ll c\'cn If ':-;he sno\vc:d

lherTl [h.e \V:lY l(J Sc:::-~kuil~ [ney \\'QuIJ GJ\i(~ cu du ~\)niC(::.. ~g tu her
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CASE;::' 06

SIERR'""- L.EONE 'vICTIMS OF \, lOLl:::."iCE - SL\LvlAR'{ REPORT

1.
7

6.

S.
9.

l'{ arne:

Nationality

Sex:
Date of Birth

Place of origin:

Occup:Hion:

Date/Pl:J.ce of A CLack.

Date of arrival:

Route followed:

=~/ 1.U/68

illec: t1 J.r.u C

10. Accompanied by

11. PhysiCl.I Condition

1L D:Jte :lnd Pbce of Iille.:-yiew:

,~. lmen'ir.:rving Ofilcer:

."iarracive:

Far.garr:c.Qou -G :~ll1::a

J.j 0 De

2./:,/98 J.C GLlect(~CoU ~~clspil3.1

~_ngela L; FZOSl
1

[-"'leid (J~-rlc~r

~(a[h~:'lt~:.l ~,;lfT:2.;2-\\/ic~f:i.in(l, FlelC C)Cflccr

1:1 l\!l:.lrc~: LSI'S!, .'\;li otC***~ic [,~~: hiS Ilcmc ll\ 3uJebln OI.strIct ':c go I~O ~vork ~C"l ~~Gno J..S

a =-nc:c.:lill11C. Or: che rllght :'Ji" ~ L F::~=:'r:Ja.ry l \)l)8, }:='uc.c \vas J.l.~ack~d, b/ rebe~s. "That
C1lg1ic he ',,':dlked lo \\/J.lrr~J./~<a -[o\.vn. \\.·'11tlc- in \V·~jn1J.y'rrl;.l To\vrr, cJ":e ',/l1lag,=:-s heard
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..

SIER~--\ LEO>E VICTILY1S Of VIOLENCE - SU.v1:V1Al-(Y REPORT

Male
3/4/.17

S ierr3. L~u r:.c_'. Ko \10 Cfl be

unc.u - .Koiobe~siJ. - Crueck::dou
2./5/98

G2IJ C: ;J~~ [

7/ .:.~/9 IS 2.[ Saiar:.--c.a

alont:

::)2..l.3.IT2 -

une f:...:.-u~e: :)e'/er,~d.. tCTI-ee cUL 20th S3.J.'1QS

[71,ut U2.L:::c

:=6/5/98 d( CJuecKedoll i-rOSPiI2.~

Charia l~-:- F~CSlCHi-RJdung, F-ie \c Cl Gce~

1. Narne:

-, N3.tiooaliry:

3. Sex:
4. Date of Birth:

5. PIaceo fOri gin:

6. Occu pation:

7. Date/Place of Att3.CK

8. Date of Arrival:

9. Route followed:

10. Accompanied by:

11. Physical Cond irian

12. D ate and P be? 0 f ! n t e r," ic Y'r :

1.J. Interviewing Officer:

i'i arr3.riye:

,.\...... our.d Goon of7 Apr.i_ [998 ~vlI. ,!,*"""c wa.s capec::J along wlet slxocher rr:e:l2.l1d
tl"lJe~ \,yorr;.en by a Jc..nI2JRlJF COInJ.TAIlCer na.c:e'~ Lieuterran.t C:-UIT7I12..r: -* ~ •• ~ x T~e

:-easOi1 for the aCduc~:Oi1, he explained_ W2.S chac tvir ** HH had not yet !err Saiar:.--.l2
::L.~,d "vas the:-efore acc:.:.seci 0 f being 2. true f. Ee g:ves no reasen for the at:ducrior: 0 t- the
cche:-s. To.e Junta s(Jldiers TIlOffiled him :hec a.s long as he lived. in Sierra Leoce. he
would have to SUpp0lt fodey Sank:oh. leader ot-:he RUF. The soidiers advised him
that people from :S:ono should stop jOying che r<~3..rru110rs. lr3.dillOr2..] Qu.rlters OPPOSL'lg
the Jlli'1t3. fa rees.

J.~e \,vas questioned ac-cut the wher-~3.CDUlS ot'hls c,ider brocher. *-x* •• :x, the

JarC-rTiount chief of Saiarn2.. His oroehe:- h.ed left tc,r Gumea ac-eu: ,~rlc~e \Neeks before
ter rr:edical reasor.s. Mr. .~H .... "" recou.ms [hac rUei C:J.PLOfS. Milic::L.--::1 Police ~CC(

SergeacJ '~'~"'Y.~~l~ aI1Q CJ8Cr2~1 Z77~ all E-om Scfudu and aU kllC'v\T: tc br:-;... teen rorced
hffi1 co 13.V hiS left h3..c"1d dow" (HI :i fJ!ece ofWOOG. Mili,a.c--y PoLic~ ~~"C< chen SIr1.lck

l'vlr. ~*~X •• 1S haI1C \.vith a Tilichece: :he liltie t:nger cfb.ls ~eIT h3.J.ld 'was al.rrlos~ eocueiy

severed ~ and thre~ ocher fi'1gers on C~e S3..rne :--z..1J.C "tVere cue 3.t [he jOi.nLS~ but ::lot
seve:::ec. ~e :eue'ies thac t.nlS \VClS don.e cr.. ~1J.~()se. The r2Ild ~ n.et mobJe.The r1ght

iand \).,i'as also mu:i.l3.[ed._ JU[ no fnge:-s "Aier~ CUI crr.

.~c::o rding ;:0 ~\tr ," x •• x ~:«. all\) f :.he 0 the~ pr~lsoners \ver::= sno t b:r Serge2Ilc ~l"\(~{. The
soldiers cocposed a [efle~ co t~he GLliI1e':iI1 c:oops chat ~t-. jl:1l1lA-:CX was [Did to
na.r:dove=- to a.ny C;UUle.:ln sCtcier he \A/3.5 :0 rceec on ris '0lay. ~"1e.y gave ri.rn L~e le[:er

arid co ici. bJ...G1 ':Q ~u;''1~ a.ftc:- \Vr-LlC h he iT'2Ce hiS \~'ay co the GLliri.C:L'l :::~8 r-Ger- and 0 n to
CIuec,kedou.
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SIERRc\ LEO.\'E VIC1T\1S OF VIOL E~CE - Sl\LvlARY ;,~PORT

1. Name:
: Narion a]ity:

3. Sex:

J. Date of Birth:

~. Place of Origin:

6. Occupation:

7. Date/Place Of Ahack

8. Date of Arrival:

o Route Followed:

10. Accompanied by:
1]. Physlca] Conditior',:

12. Date and Place Of Ioterview;

13. In te rvie'iYing 0 nicer:

- ,
,~~e:-(a I......c:.Or-'~e3.r:

.Ji .!.-,' i-.J

;lcprOXlP.l3.tely 30/4/'J3
}:~DLdu - SedolJ. - "'(:,J~2.r~du rCC)lJ - :<ij~J.bor3.

- >J3.IT.essecGL: -- F~3..n2.h

~e:J [::n~ burled., 3.:lC lic3.gged. en th:::: glCIIj~~(:

=. .."(;,/98 ac f2.r3.Eal-l E':spica.l

~\.,!; ;.;.;~~:x~~ ~~vcd. \,v::j~ h:s fJ.IT;;l [,I ;'(c::Gi.l Tc\v:-~_ E-::: ~.,(J!c..~[1eG CGJ.e che~= \1/;J.5 =. grouD

c f :.(~2._rT12) c:-s D2.sec ~ n S~O l '21.1 To '-':v'~,_ C,T;C J (l ~\t' - L-:'~ d~G ~~o c ~<~C '"Ii U1e ~XJ.C c c:'at:=, bu: he
C)etle".,fcS l~ \l..-as 2.ppr::J~(imat~l~y' rh.C: be:;lliIling o:--,'::"_pr~{ - -,~'.int2. so(dle~5 C2..Lne tc :s.=.oidu

E-::~ fled U:ig~tt>~~ '.v~ch J.g:-:Ju~c o~ p'::8pic ~r~m K:~LC~ 1:]\vE_ pJ.ssi:-:g thrJ,...;gh sc'le:-al

des~:-::cj 'vdlJ.2~s before L'':;:iC.:1~ns L<~!J.~:=,crJ. T~lere I_~ey '~:;,ccun[er:~ci 2. group c( JL.lnCa

schilers \I~/hc 2.IT::st~d fiv,= peo 9 i,,=, lr:C~:_~c.i~E~ \/Lr, ~~~~x~, L~'1ey o.lSC bali L~},:G 'NOT!J..c:1

',\/n:G ihes\vhcrn [~.,,~y took a',Vel>,' ~o ::.n L![1kno\v~: desL:nJ.t~crL ~~ did ;:cc le::=.rn a.n~/

rlaI7'~C:.s, 2LC Gales [~at [he 5clcil~rs SL:uK= i<~lo, ~'l.d Cl-1J.C 5Gr~~ ',ver,:: 11..... LLnJ.:~,=rrn \vt:ile

Pr::sLde:].c ~3.bbat .S 3.t :lsk.

\';/1C1 cIg3r;~~:>~s. J.['.. C d:-3.gg~G 2..1on s the: ~~cunc.. Eis ~::2.;H\.=:rS k.~'=l hlITt (lei :-ip [he \v'hole
C1IT:.e

1
::L.~ci ch':-~:J'~;:c.eJ to k.dl hl;:-:-l. n,:; \'11 [nessee [t'~r:::~ c (hiS C.:~lovy pr~sc~eG:j=-ggr:d

T~-:e wen flee. 'rvhc=---; ~lle~{ hc2.:c gun :~':-c, ':hlr~-(l:1s chacc(=-C)\,iC)(J cr8o~s \,1/e[,~

apprGac.hllg. EC':C)lVlC)(3 suktlers '':;'i2. ::rl~vs' lacc:~ ~.:.nd Llf1Lled. ~·/L·, 1CX~;kXX 3...rHi
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CA~ E ri 1)9

o.

!'-lame
Nationaliry

Sex:

Date of Birth'
Place of Origin

Occu paIion:

Date/7lace of Attack.
Date of Arriyal:

Rou te Followed

Pica.. GUL-:e2.

diana nd L:":illE:-

May 1998
Pe\:L-rna - L LL~DGC:": - -Sefacou - K':Jra [ma -

'ID. Accompanied by'
i I. Physic:J.1 CooditioQ'
i2. Date and Place of In tell lew'

:~ Interviewing Officer:

l"i a rr:l tiv e:

C orL2..kry
one bfotDe~

2//5/98 2.: C='ll3.¥~1

C.:~regory ty'lose, ;~"sscc:a.~e ?~c~~::ticc (jfficer

-:.:ight ye3.~s). Fc·c or Lr~esc ·Vy.'er~ the;~ ~=re2..Sed~ bUI the OLl.e~

:learoy \1~Ua.ge callecTi,Jmcodu_ :v'tr. 1tX~~;«X r~l2.Les d"'2..t

• ,., I -_, .' T,·

\,'v(>r~<ec.~ 2.5 J. G':'a:T~on(: :l"'llJ.~e~ Lfl [ne '~'=,\"n C)[ t'~/l.rr_2. (.t<.JJ,nc

( to :3

.~.

UlSl:-1C[). che

the:-,:~ \Ve:-~ c~ne:- groups of~'~x!s ,2..l~ong Ch05~ \\/no 3.I:3.CKcG PeylrT2. \vho took oc~-:er

gIDU'pS Of;Jfl.:,cnerSll1 (:iiG:;i,::-~1 dire~~:ons_ \{yi~ten 2.Sk=~ he w. paricular was captuT::d_

m ECOivl.OG.

(~'ne hUl lr:d 3. L:.rge r12.Tlgo [rc~ ur:cier \',vr_lch rr~OSL 0f~.l.~e :-ebe~s \;v·e:-~ sir:.in.g:, bur ~o

iS1..G-2.5:.:-ucture SdCO ~ f2C10S. cr -,-,~t-~c:es. Th~ cOC'a?...ancie:- of tr:e 'Kit. if J.TOG1G 2C to 3C

thZ"I ne \tv3..S to· be Killed. He (~2.S t2..J.~e:: (0 J. SpOL liC( far 3.v..' ay, but l..:?on 2-f7ival St2ff

.scrg~:lJ.1I X~(~C<. ~o;ci him l~l2.t he Oed cna.ng~d ~-JS :DTIC_ but t113.! he \\/ould r:one~heless

le3.ve 2. TEl". () r1 hi..Li:"i.. ?_S a \}i2....rJ1ic.g to ocf1e:-s. T::e~/ ;JUT ills 3J.Ul up aga.inst 3. block 0 f \yood
Jr.i.d C'~"[ It OC 1Nllh3. S"'.:..2.ctect:_ :lr:G tr-.i-e;: c:..:: offh.':'5 ear. ~~ vV2.S [he::: [cleasei 3l1G '0·3.1-\::0
1J.llLU he ;""~:lc~l.ed 311 EC: 0 tv'l OC ',...lCjI 3.t j~::: ["2. S~:J i.r=.~ 'Nher,= he \At"2.S (re2.!ed and. sllbsesuenclY
5~:-U [0 (=cnD2.ug..1.[ :-ro5~it2.1 LI:. f:--e:::~D'0T... One.:: he:-:ad re2.Sor:3.clY-=-::-·<'':~lvered~

ViZi.V co C~or.J;:.k_·r ../ to yiOlTI his bToche:-.

, " .
teL:""'u3Ce LJ.S
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,.::or,s. Ce jour du i, " .....

Ccr,5t2(lt~s Hescc'/:'i2rillques'
l_E patien,t prese::te:es IleS'lorlS C~~\lt,!cntes c:e type:

~..--.. 4.\- .••. ~ .

St2c:e de CIC2lr:sc:t;cn: .... : ..-... .'.:.~

Etcl de 12 lesion: .... :.',L . .'.:

C:21~2 ;~rcc2tle ell tr2U[~3tlsr~e·
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CASE .. 10

SIERR1.. LEONE \'ICTIY15 Of \,i iOLE~CE - SU\I'yL-\.R'{ REPORT

10 Accompanied by

It Physical Cond.itioD.
: -, Date and P13ce of l::icervlcw

lJ Inrerviey,jng Officer

2.

J.

6

7
7u.

9

0ame:
Nationality

Sex:
Date of Birtb

Place of Origin:

Occupatiow

Date of Att3.Ch

Date of ArriY:J.!:
Route Followed·

55 y eJ.I:,

24/.:1./93

:\ arr ati v e

2.n a[~J.ck
, I ~ .. _ ,

','ir~lCj le~ Clost GI e.t.e

v:ll2.ge ='~rl::d. ~~\bcu.: cne rrllL.: ,3.··N2.~l tronl C.C1C ~~ase t-:.c ')"~S c2.pt(~red_ 'Jfl, h:s \vay te,
82\V':Jy along v,nc~: c're c,[~~c~ per3cD , c. po ~ 0 ,~c~r ~J.ITled xj,:~*xx 2is ass2..11ants
lDclud.,:::c Sl:~ I:GC;1 2:Tr:.'-:'d \v[tl-: k':i.l'/es and g"Gr,s :..:.--_.c \ye:~::: 2c=o2~aDle(i by :=--,VO \,l./OCle:-: 3-r:c.
L~lIee I,.=~dc.rt:~~ \V :Jee~ C:..lDt":J:-ed

1
aCCQrd:lrlg ~c' ~y'ir. ·)lC;a:J:'*~1 te c~c,k r (he men. E_s

'c.-r,on' ~'r;'"" ~'\ '.,-...11' :~:- :.. ....... ....j I' ,.....,..... ..... " t .......=J .... ri~ '~;"~lrV- ''''''c: 'J~ r.~_=o i':-r'r·.... ~r i-hp \",:,,",",,-r
1. 'l'-''--J. L.J..LL ,.v l~L' L .d.) 1;.:..OL-!.1J 0.:S,":".:.-DS a. l.;._ ..... ;,J...:,lU :)1...1..J. ...... L>.. ;.._lu <..:l.l~;.._ I...;.l":'~""" .~..l.-I.l ...... ":; ........ I..i.l-.... "'" d.";:"

J. ~2C, ~. The 2i7:"1 \AIlS ln~: ured but u':]( corrIplete~y se~/,=red. Ee :-::por:s t.hac he 'N3.S

~'iI. ~:.:.~-'!C. does :lOC k;-:OiN \,vh2.C h:.rppe::ec CD LhG e,ctlce GtTiccr v'/l~h \vncm r.:.e \vas

C3..cC'...uec.. n,:: rs also 12naCle [C lde:'":.Llfy dIly ()( [he (lS3allants oy r'Lac","e; although he Doces

ul2.: 2.-:C'i lde:1uflec '=~~err:seLves '}s n~c,e!s.
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1, ['lame:

J, Sex:

1 C'1 atiooalitv:

4, Date of binh:

5. P!:lceoforigio:
6. Occupation:

Dale:Place of Artack:

8. Date of Jrrlv2l:
9, Route followed:

10, Accompanied by:
1 L. Physic;}1 Coodition:

L2. D:H:: and Place oflntervie,\:
13, Imerviewing 0 tTiccr:

Nan-::w ve:
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C.-\S E , -
1 '

7

\\r" **~;';.**, '.2.11d Chl cell from 16 tc 2 yea::::

l,~~~ GZlnC S(\/\-:::-ec. J[ \'.-TlS nght ~-:..ar}c. ct:.t but Dot

lJ.nko '.i.l

~3.J~2~ 25-:0 j,'~rn [iJ Scngcya
- , ,

je:-'~KIJ l ~al

1. N arne:

Nationality

3. Sex
4. Date ofbirtb:

5. Place of origin

6. Occupation:

i. Date/Place of AtTack:

8. Date of arrival:

9, Route followed:

10. Accompanied by:
11. Pbysic:.ll Condition:

1:2. D a [e a I1 d P 1::l ceo f I D t erv ie "Y

13. Inrcrviewing Officer

Narrative:

CJn the aE1er~Gon of22 J LVli. *~:=::X~:;: aGc hiS f:~'::0.~~. LCJ..SC ,:; 2'~J \ve~,= =-~L~Eling frem

Goenekoro to Scr~koli:J "N~len the\' encou;~tered 3. 'z~ourJ of anned men \A/ho caoc1.-:f:::d
~' '-' I ~

[hem. I-ic' behcves the:-~ \vere dDout 2() !-:ieQ. but 2ccompanled '~:)~l five Vv'OElc=1 ar..d

t\yO C cleo 'W~o[n ivI-=- ;">1:~**:< beli::ves they had 2.Ocu.ctedoD cheir \;vay lD Gbenek8cc,

TJ..:;. Q:..::....:,' ... -"--es "''''''0 --. .,..., ""'c ,,", r- '1 -Tl(":"" 2.S !r'-j"'p" (june:: .2.. I~~ ·1/ ~·np<...~ '"'nr1 '-"""r->';:>'
,"'~ ,,-,~\.., eli '.L,- Llle,~ C. v weanneS ,-["IT;S, S,_~l; C,:', 1_,),:, ~., --L~'-t I l,~.~--" "-"'-' COVell'-

slngI:.... ballet hUIlting cines Trlt::-y \v\~[e dressed In ci',.-~lldG. clothing. ;vlr. ;2:~x.xX::': had cOL

seen .}GY of the I:len·,aefore, :3.nd he did 110C hear the1r nalT:.e:s T~-ley d~d DOC call Caci-l othe:-

ck:::.n teeth unci <i sha.vedcH:ad. He \vas /oung aboljt 20 years c lei and spok:: I<~"10 He
spok:: in ~ 'to 1yy" VOle::: so or'ne:-s cDuld. r..oc hta.~· H,~ \vas \;/ea',:.cg 2. IOrlg k-~~-e~ coal, w'hlC~i

,ended ch:"ic\,\, the ~lC:~s, lJ.r:cer LC h,~ v'/oc~ C2.~/ C ;iJti~,~s 3.r~C: khdkl c8lour,::G spores shoes

lv'Lr. ,....~'!"::.c*-.: \)y'J.S ueci ";vlth hiS nght 'r~and ~~o the \e~~ JIrrl of J. yCl1.ng bey \,y"ho \vas \v1th the
r:=be~s. The boy '\~vas frclT~:) ulfferent villagF:) J.l~rJ ~~.~~~~ does no[ L10\N hIS n3J.T1e.

Tile)! Vler·= then t2k~n bu.ck to .sc~::ko113. vdlJge. The Lr.J~2.blCan[S c)f the "/111age had leR. so

t.he ;:-len sec Eir~ [c). [he "vdl3.s.r:: ;J.:."1d r~L1_1oed i.c,\\:'J..rc.s Gbe:-:ekcrc

w1:.e:-e the pG.lh. I~O Gbecr::kurc S~~ltS c~,'r( C.:-on ~::e 111J.ll.l Se:-·=kc'!;J. -. SlTil.11k;JrQ road :he
grc,up h3.l:,~d, J.r~d [h\~ iT_J.le 2.nd :err:.:.:.le pri.sc-rlci""S \,ver,~:;c;Ja~:J.['~d. The leade:- ld::::-~Ll:l~c., as
"fvlCSu~Ul[o'7 C',rc,~r=d hiS [l'lCn to cu~ off ~yL.- ;,'t:;>:*X.~r=X S CJ.r;T~" T[1I'~~ [iI,en Pd.L~lClpaLec.: cne

pOln[~ng a gun. ti":..e others l:unLftg.Tl.ey piJ.'cec. hL5 l::-n hdnd d.C~CSS 2 branch 2.rlC str-.lck ~(

[~u~U-- '-'".--,c::.r '.1" -"""I. ""'l""'clh=r~ , """,~'-~ r i-. - ·1..-.-,.1 :"'("',-011, .. 'Jt-7"'lc:r~'1 ~I,I :~lrln ::-.~,r ...... r,-;.:.,,[ ~""':i'n'; \1/~""
..I. :.1U,l\.-':) y",~ U. l-l. .....1. LV:. ... \.-, le..J.'1 "~"'= _.Lie '..J.~ I, ll..-'_,~\....-'~-,I u.L,-,-.:.:'-..',~\...:- 1--,..; ::;J....... 1~.. ~ ....... :J 11..=••• H .... LU fY~.)

cur oneU;rle \Vltl"1 J. Cl..~Lachete but be :.=ire\>Y' tC ;J.\-Y·3.~': bct~Jrc i=tC~i cUlJld sC:-1k.e agalfl. His
fr-:er:c: [Ca.se ~ 22] 2L;SO had [US ~eD: h~nd :;c'/i:~~d ~/L[ ~ "",.. "" -: lost conSCi.ousuess for

.sorr...e nme) 'oue a.fte~ he ;~g3.lned CC'r1SC10I-lSnes,3 the t'.VQ \il,.CClr:"lS \-vere g1\:e:--L 2. note 2..fl.d [old



"

,~ ~-.... ~ 1~,
',~ \ \.., , :

0iLr. ~~:;O(~~:>I( lcd [(:2.Sc;:' 221Ptl~ :.)'-S Gucn dl:;;~;~l1~',-.:e bCI_\;\~:.:~ tb,::Ll':;el'-j,::s 'rt.r:.c. Lhe~r 2.SS2.l:,ci:C::;

as pos3101e) but they \Ne:-~ C\~~il~g ~~,Cd.\ l~/ 'J.r/J r...~d L10 ',lg \\"'~ch v\ih~c.tl C;J bandag:: '~helr

\vounGs. T'll2.[ ~~gh( ~Vl::· ;~x~~~;.;.: cur the :·<~r:.;sLlnln~ r I.\/ht(~l: selL 2~~_ached hiS s,e"l/,;~red

haDc co hIs CL.-rD 2S he CU12!C nu!_ holel L!. \\·hilc r~nLlin'2 ·~-'[-:~Y' headed fer Serekoll2. \vher·:;

the -C-~i/O meri se?a.[a[;~d. 2r:d
I •

\vere In nlclEg.

I~t l CJ U P ICl ,

che bordc~
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SIE'Rr~~ LEO.'-iE \ lC~-j\I~ 0 f \ IOLE>C[ - SLyie', [-\.RY REPORT

1. Name:

l'i a ci 0 Q a 1j IV:

~. Sex:
Date of bint:

Place of origin:

6. Occupatiof1:

S\~:-ekoli2., KUl[lJ(~.IJgu DlSl:-~CC

c· ~{IT:l e:~

2S/S/98

- D:lCe/Place of _"\tt:H:k:
8. Dace of ani-,a!:

9. Route follc}'yyed:

10. Accompanied by:

11. Physical Condirioo:

12. Date 3. [J d P!J. ceo f b t cry ie H : -'.; 8 :it Faratlah
13. lD[ervieyving Officer:

:\arr:Hive:

On F"d:t'f 22 lV[[ ~x,"',"* r.ad gOl,e:o Ccenekorc, a i1elghbounng village, to CCJl\ect

fCdJd for hiS C-J.ffilly' 'w"hc \,yer"e i.ll Ser,~koL:l. \\Ihen he had collected the food 2"1Q \,'/2.5 on.

the rebels and did not ~:'~': :l\J C1Jnlillandcd the group. Thcr·:: \\/~re many oftherTl, cf ,lll
ag:::s, md tney spoke ':;::":-10 They cased lcnc; kedves, mJchetes. and single carrel rlnes

Sam,:: ',,\/or": ordi:J.ary ciocbes: SOrI1C :Tl111c2IY C.Llll COITIiS H~ ~dsc· notes that SOITle memcers

(] f ch~ group \-vc:-:: child[~r~ 0 [~ 1J to 15 yeJ..rs.

The r~be~s seLZ,,=G hllli, I;}Y hIlT: OCl [jL..le ~ru nd, ~rJi Gn,::: ~,IJL 2. gun In hlS moulh. He
sCfuggled \[h =h~r;""l CiJ(· abou[ il () il~dnu[cS \vh\ ie th~y he>J hlS 112ncs ?tnd kick.eo htm i. nen
four '\.)[- ~henl ;JL~r hiS hJ.nJs on ~~l bl·J.n'=~l 2.nJ cut hiS h(l~'~l.s \Al:.h ~lln;)che[e, L~'vVO Ol(J\lJS to

tt__ c n:shc h.J.ricL (\\/0 to '~l~~;~ leCi (he:! [hey l,Nj~~rp~rl ~ In :Jnc ask·::d him to go He ~s;{ed

then:. [0 \,(Ill b~t:·l, buc ' let1.~s,~d, 'SJYLn~ ~hcy ;,v3nccci co purusi--: hlrn, not to kdl hJill L-:>~

(h'::~e for scclle Clt1l~, (hl~n r~.Hi 'c<.-lck tlJScre~Oll(l. The CC\\Tl \\/:15 burTllD S1 so he rTl2.de

hiS '-~\la> to the C-Jn-;l \/vht:r:·~~ hlS (~ltTn!~1

b3.d be~n 2.U.2.C;< cJ

he re:.J.l~ned rar2.ni.lh.
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1. 0, ame:

3. Sex.:
4. Date of birth:

:J. Place of origin:

6.

8.
9.

1D.

Occupation:
Dale/Place 0 f Attack'

Date of arri\'aJ:

ROUL~ followed:

Accompanied by:

ye 3.l"'3

, ' .
l~, C:j~3.KO no

11. Phvsical ConciitlOQ
(,,:2 ,&~, ~/e3r~,)

bo [h h3.c(~s ::;~':' ::~~d (Tll l d - Co ;~3.r-rr.
,1
uLJSDi

1 ..,
j .:..

1.3 . In [e n ie.".1 n. g 0 ffi <: e r

N3.['jJ.tive:

[0 che ·"V:.l[S-~ 2.Z1cl 2.d tied bc.GcJnn.J.s

another grc;u~: of

br::.nch. -T~Je:/ sz.:-"'Jck boch aLmS \I./lch 3. n"'IJ.C~1~U:. )~\/~rtIl5 ':~2.ch tDDGe bio\v lTIld\.;'2.V

be~\\l':~:l lhe \;,'[15t Z1.r.d ,~l \\1. ivl!"". j(0C~::FX~ 2.sk~:' ~hcrE eei kill hln1~ saY1ng rhdt he could RG

tongcr \t,/orK 2nd support hlS f3.11~Jl~/ ?4n(: cbJ.c ;'":~ \vouid ratber Gle. Eis 2.r[a.ck~rs r=~~sed",

lIlSL~.-\.":C~lIlg lEG \r1s[e2.G tc go to EC':Cl\ilC)CJ ,J.nd [ell cher:.: Lh2.~ .4V'/e 2.[.:; her::. 11

T}1'e}r also

v/Tc,ce a ietIc:r (0 ECOl'vtC:)G and puc Ie tfl. [h.e poc:(et :JChlS trousers; tvLr. ~C:*¥**¥ does cot

K:1C' tbe i":'JD[er:t5 of [he leue:· 2.S ~l \'iJ.S i(~s[ on i_he \\':.2.y to Cj-ulfJ.ea. T~ley 2.~SO \~"'<'DlzLlned.

r..b~a\_- c~ey ~l2.d .scver,~d l:'iS hallc,s' oec:.:lL.:se [!:~y SUDp(Jr~ec. ~Cdd'./ Silllkob wei ':lOC i. ,:':12.Il

K.lc::Ja~-:.. ::v~[. >K"",,",",,.~~ the2 losT. '=Qll~CIC'·JS~ess.

::--~,:; J.vv'ok:: J'-~:::,I.dld 5 UU P 8. ~,c l:""Lnd lllS 2S5~""':.llJ.n[s h2.,j I;C'~-l. [--l,:: (1t:,::lT~~ted to dr=.; ~~lcse~~

cLOCg en L-:lssComJch b.ur e'/enluu.ll~, iJ\C up 3.nc. :ned co slc~p The follc'vvlDg :r:or:l1ng

hls r.:lITuly (:::'J.me to look for hirn (rru t~:;ur:c. hirr'! oe Lhe. p~th J.found 8.
i11ITl tlrs~ che vlLl2.se cfTuQ1Qnl:.L ,~lD.C ct~ell to ~~Z:.nL)l2. anc on co l-{::r::rnakc)D.o just: aC:-~S3

[~e Cjulne2.r1 border. The~/ nelU b~-.:~r; 'u.Ll~:.b\,-: :.0 ~.r:::lL llls LCJu~~es. ,)ut had [erno\:=c 215

bi'occi-sc,ak::c cirJthlI-',g aDl=- G12.::;J.SI~':.. to C~l"""L./ hIm (r: 1 l-:.amrTlock ,A.. [ nererrL~,zDnG

::f~x;~~;j: rec.elve:: fi.:-sc dtd 2..nc~ \~y·3.S ,~~en ~(Jken to ::-~lr:lr~J.h fCT~~c)re thorQugh 8eci~cal <:ar~
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C-\SE =2:) -

1. N arne
2. i\ a ci 0 fl aIi tv

3. Sex
4. Place of Birth

5. Place of Origin

6. Occupaciorl
7. Date/Place of AttJck.

8. Date of Arrival.

9. Route Follo"ved
10. Accompanied by
11. Physical COlJdi;:iofl

] 2. DJ.[e and Pl:1ce of In [er"yi~"y

1.3. Iu[ervie,ving Officer

l'!:J.rrative

,-. " I

::>:::-::':<CI~2

end ~,f,,\ (dcp;lr'~::d SereklJ!iJ. '::'2 l'v[

lJ~C'L; LO ,\,'lc'il~u ch:-n to FJc3.l1Jl1 by E(:O. C)(~

l-nLLltJ.ple cues \\'lC'n l7'lJchett:

3/6/9 ell F3.rc.;l~lh n:.JspiC:J.1

P... L~r:c: PJ.ludan. Fle\d (Jfficer

a..ITIGUsh(~C by rebelS \:'ino CJrd~n::d i:hcm LO seop, \vherc:Jpc.n ::::;-och fled 3.~"ld \Vc~e

sep~.r:l(;::c.. ~*:~~:;:* \VdS cJ.Dtur:::d QU[ does n_o~ k~o\v che felct: (Jf hIS sen.

~~~fi.cT" being L~~:~''-~ around the \V:l~S[ h(:: ·'/,.... ;].5 lecJ b:lck to Si.:r"ckoll2 2..n..d tJ.'Ken on[o C:1e \.:el-2.ilC2.

oC2t l~uLlse ~-1e lnenticrL~ ~h:J.t lle S2L\V: tl1::.lt [C',\SE 2'2J ;'lnc,[C/-\SE l5] \kere a cJ.Plured,

:~)!~l be 'v\'J.~ sO'.Jn scp:J.[J.~t:d fran1 rhe111. H:s :lCIacK,=rs J.sked 11! nl Cor mooey and took

~ .OOO'.eone5 from [lirn The} the:1 Jem;:;'i1ded he 13.:11!5 hands down on 3. bench.
l--ic: then bcgg\~d Lh.efl1 rtot co CL~.t bts l1J.nds otT~ saYi.ng th2C {1e \.vould raIher be kIlled t1120

mutlILJ.~:::d. TlH:~Y lnslsu~d.:;o Jl 1~J.~l he ~Ul hiS i-L~;H~S CJn the jench Or111S J.ssJ.llallcs
L"diS:':t.i jlS lTlJch~te to :JLlik2, bur J.S he ,':;\'y-IJng It ..\,'lr ~:-;-::,::::..:::;:~ pull.cd J\A/a~,/ hIS hands J[ :he

L.lr,;;l mlnL!.lC so the blade dIG not stf:.k,~ hll:l .0" j·:=CU[lrj su~dler ~ppr'c'd.\-=bed h1m froIT:. behind
::~nd struck hUll un thr: C)~1CK 2nd r,C:~ld l-ep~~c:=clly 1.L;1 [h~..: buu 1:J,~-hlS rifle. H-is back \V:lS

~lso cut with a m'-lcheu:

The r=bcis then It:fi inc

:J.nci ',.V\lh cit
,

[C,Lli !etT C;ic: [0

H!~ no[c~ thJ.~ \\/hlle he QlC :10C lc'2.l'T1 tht~ i',Jll"Ic.:S lJl- J.ny ut' iLlS J.CL~lc~~erS1 there \ver,= four of
them ",vho tC.'ok em aCliVe I·Ole In hC~[I:·I'5 him. ,mei J.11·.\orc: i'~d o2.nJar:nas t1ed arGllr1a thc\r
/,It:J.ds. He .J.lso no(,::s lh~t [he ~l~J.n \1y\~LO h~~,j che Ir!:.lchctc: :l~ld \;v:;lS to ('J.( hrs rLJ.!1ds 'yV3.S

\ve2.r1ns 2.n J.nT.y Llrllt-onn \\:\11 ie :l;,__ o(hc·~·s \''''cn:~ [lOr. l-i:: cicsc.nbes [bern. a.s \~ve3.r~n~ Z'L [7H.\

ofclo(lllng~ [()r CXllrr.p!c, one \vur r,:: nlll\l~ll'Y (~tl~''"!~ fJ2Jl[~ jU( J L'L'./lllJll ShL.r::.
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C,-\.SE ~ 21

75 years
C~be;l.ekc.)l-(j1 K'JlnadlJ.gu C)ISt 1,"lCC

SuosLsr"f~jtce farmlng

Sereku ifC!.. n ~v13.y

1. 0" arne:

0: a tio D ali ty:
, Sex:

4. Dateofbinh:

:c. Place of origin:
6. Occupatiof1:

!. Date/Place of Att:.1ck:
8. Date of arrival:

9. Route followed:
10. Accompanied by:
11. Physical CODdi~j,of]:

12. Date and Place of Io.ten'lew

13, Iocerviewin::; Officer:

':'iarr'Jtive:

"i 1998

C bt~ ree ku l"O. ScrekJ iii!..
hlc::r ne;Jl1e',V

(:~[U·J[ cue
S Zlt F~\[";}nah i:-L)soltal

l~a, Songoy3
J

f!J.raIl2.h

On Fn
[3. sotdlers lI1 the 3.r,~3. and h2.d

the~efol-~ oe::n hldLng J.i:. her f;J.~l;'l. She :lei ~Cen r,,::I,Jet soldi·ers once- before aile. ~hey

had f(Jrc:ed the vllla..ge.rs Lu feed the~l :lied had thc:'~atcncd them not tc)· ~,::;J.y'e the "/111age ,
but sl~e consldcr,~d ll~ s;}fer to stc..y :J.t iJ.TI11 In [he vIllage.

On the r02.d Oel\\een Serekoll:1 and GocnekOCGihc ["ound :ler:ielfsurTounded by a.

~["oup ;)f ClrOUllU lO armed LT'Ler-l of vanous J.~es c~crYlJl,s knlves, :suns) J.xes. J.Ed
rn3.che[,~s . .5'(1:: noces th;il there \;,,'cr,,:; tiO \\/Umt.:'ll ;,,>~ chllJc-,~r! J.Gong I~he[n. They seized

he!'") s~c:ppecl or: her bCJ.ck to pln hel- to the: g~()iJ,L1d :lnc1 CL.;C her chrlJ:lc 2nc the back ofhe~

nedc wreh Cl LTcachetc. They also cut her l~"gill t"ore:l:Tn. ~er a.ssLlll:lnts did not spea..k::. to
l1er and ~:he does noe LiO\'! she \va.s J.[tac:--::·,::Q Sll".: iay unconSCiOUS for some time,
thefl \\."ck~ up) blcf;dlng hea'/llYl J..ild s:.J.r~ed t\~ \}'/Zllk 1~\.J\y·ards Sen=kolta.

On The road she.: \'';2.5 mee by he~· ll,epr,e\\ \'ino heloed he;:- [0 rCZech Serekoll2.. On the

rcaC1 she Sa.\N seve:-,;.l dead budLes) ~1l11C!:g chelll li-:e JluJ.c,~d budy of her brech.er- I

,') serlo

Heh:::c beer) scabbed in the he:.lG J.f1d hJd J. n1J.C~C::I''': p1.lshe:i throllgh him.

S~-.;.e cle2.nec her \\tot:nd:.:; J.S best St"le cuuid ~lnJ t:,cc a cloth around chem [0 k~~p [he
fl~es a\vay'. ,;CCQrnpililLed

grOl.lp of people tleel[ls from S~rekoliJ.. l"'/() (I(her \vounded women were Lil. [he
grOI.'.D. one of whIch \\:is 3. YOllt'.S \vom,.li1 ',\1l;1 J. hand CLie off. Once 1:1 Songoya her
n.e~~lr.e\.v lCrlmediJ.11~1>.' [cHind ~he:l'l 'lL"ClnSpOrr '~l) rJ.fJ.nah.
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11. Physical Condition:

10. Accompanied by:

1. .\ ame:
-, Natioilality:
J, Sex:
4. Date of Birth:
"" Place of Origin:
6. Occupation:
7. Date/Place of Attach::
8. DaTe of ArriYal:
9. RouTe Followed:

,. ~

j l~:rJ L.eone

'-;~5 '98 d.C Selek0lLd

23 5/98
Sc:ce \ia - K~-':-L - \\/.J.l[a - CJUSUJ3.]:J -

Kangomalld - Sor..grJyCi - F?,faDah
B~-o[her-ln-la\'>i- (bet'ore c~dpCllre)

" ...,{--l CI'O[~tl-1 (L(~ns~C"' ~ 1/1 (r ----cr~thco- IV hOri r r- c d\.l.U l, l\.. ,_, ,_a '- i1l' j .u=\.. .l\.., N"'--d ~ap[\.... le)

Ie:', severed, ,igi-!t hand and ears mmdaled
'.d.e·:eis:~d 30/5/98 o( :etanus resuJtmg rrom
InJulLes)

275/J 8 at rar::l[~ai1 Oltal
CilarL'J[t,e RostO E,·..iun.g, Field CtTieer

Date tiIld Pl;}ce of II1t'2i'yiew:

IntenieYling Officer:

1 ,
l......::..

1.3.

lY[r"*xot"'", returned [0 SercKolll cn F['[day 22 Ma.y. 1998 ,0 collect nee He had
cscuf[ed his fllccher C'Lnd one: of htc; \VlVes co '\VJ.La, \y'here he Clad C1.sked. Cl~cm [0 'wall
for him Hl~ othe, "vlre Vv3.S stay lng In Seramaya. In GUlDe:.l

In S,erlkolld. ~/[l' "~"''''*'' r~celved news [ha~ the reoels \',',~[e only (cur vlllages Cl\'/2.y
['r:Jrn ScceKcl!',a ,6..icer he h;:,1i received [he message, he: :1L1C his ["eiend, Case it 17, \vent
to the 'iC;:: held [0 "vork. \Vhlle work:ng in [he ([elc., e'-'.l meG passed by ('iff ","'''h~

J.') ked lhe tne n ~~o r ( rmaltun on ehe Lebels, QU[ the" repi:'ed chat [hey had no ne\v' ot"
[hem

AccorcJmg to ('1[e ",~o!c<""', che rebelS C,lillt: Que .Jt i!:::: hush ,L['UL![ ..i.(] mliluees [;leer .:inC:
caplur,~d \,'l!" *><**~;o< and Case ,:: i -: b>~ C:SClffiCicec [.h~t~ \~he[·e \\,·~r,~ about ::1 hundr'ed

reh,,~is, ccnlpl,sed of' both i'vknde, T::Il1fle dClU LibeiiClD.' am; tnJl [he> "vere !11 mili[ary
unlt':lrms

'l~be SOlGlerS [IeJ a rope arou.I~d f1.1S \"/3.~S[ J.nd Cle::J hiS ~lrr:ls :·:>~~l!:1d h~ln. 1-:1Cy ~s~--:~d

111n1 to le2.C chern [0 Ser::!<olu U:: Cigre:::u ,,",,as-:ntli.:u ,wei :2C:,:imparlled rhein co
SeTeS:DlIJ.. >Ir,:lr the \'iU3.ge, chey llee h n (I~! J. CI',:;:~ br?tflctl JI~d. tc:t"'c hUll c..l(lne~ 1'-"0::- [\'v'(.I

hcurs \'in.tlC che v aCIJ.ck.ed Seretu[,:::.

\7yi 1(1t:n (he rebels i'e[UrI~cd, th,e~, ds:kcu h:Cll tu JOln ~bem ~,~ ~~</S c-hac he acc,e;Jcc:d,

cecdusc he feared C~~~\[ [hey \.l/-oLdJ. )['~~ll hlfTl If he r,::r~.ls~d FU-'l:..llt;, c~e rebelS s31d C~ct[

he coulcJ nOl JOl.C1 them bec:m:,;e dul r,cl [:-else hem



is urUcnown CO Mr- - obJecceJ LO (he f~cc Ch.2C su[;:e of [he O(hc~S \'V lshed eli k.;U

yOUl".? people

Sucsequenciy, (he C'::bels C;j( off hlS lel"c [-;.and '.,;v'\ctl a machr.te E-LLS rlghc hand \vas
scruck C\VICe ,,;vt~h 2 macheu: drlcJ CU': cu [he bone. btl[ noC 'Je'.;el·'7:d H~s ears \"vere also
mucdaced, bUI \!vere GOC CUI orT His assadaI1cs cr.sedcene':J [0 kill him II he ened, He
does noe kno\v why he WiiS a[c::.Le~ed or \;y\lo accua[[ p~.rformeQ ehe accs excepl [hac IC

WeS noc'"the k1lie'."

AIle, the aCldck, che :iss,lllancs \\'rGLe: (XU Icuers, ,jnc :'0[" ECOi\'10G wd one ['or GrJY

doclcr ?vir _'1<*~;k*~ rrdghc [11eeC J..S he nee. TileV' pLlce;2 [he [\\/0 lecf.::rs in hLS pock.,::r

and COld h18 co go co SCr-,=KOli3. ~'.)/hen hL: l'::J.ch"c;.;d tl~e ""-:.llJge he found lL dbanduned
and ~[dl smoklng t-~~ pC1.sse~ ,~he n~~h[ 'l[1 2 IlLl.[ In the nush :~'(eec:ng hea'v'l!y 'fhe nex[
d3.y, he lett t'or

hlS C',;VO "N[Ves and [\VO or- h~s,-.lu·=c ~~r:lliJr::n [-Ii) lhi:-d chd(.2 lj scaylI""lg lfi. Songuy:.l '\N~[h

hlS g:3.nd.moc~lc~ The :JOC[ljr~j J.C flu-~~n.J.n hl'-1('i!c:ll ,<.:.jlnl[~l~;>~r,~j J:1 lDJecuon t'or cec2.r.us.

bur ,e ';vaj gIve" coo lace, (ll,d Mr. "".''''-c''' died on 30 :vL:J'i
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1. ~ame
) Nationality

3. Sex:
4. Date of Birth

5. Place of Origin'
6. Occupation

/. Date/Place of Attack
8. Date of ArriyaL
9. Route Followed:

10. Accompanied by

11. Physical Condition.

Gbenekc,rl' . KOlil2Cll:?,J DlSC.-tc:
[rade r
22/5/98 [~ear Gbeneko[:')
erld ,';la\ L998
SC'r=ki,-,~dl~ KJrt"d/l - (Jualld D2.-i.Tl3.r~lJ.-

Husb~.:~nd

broken

ene ac:rT:

12. Date Zil1d PLlce of Illler'r'ie\~'

13. Interviewing Officer

N arr3.ti ve

On F
Gbenekoro

14/7/9:3 J[ 00rL.~a I--{csjJicaL ;=on.:.iCcIy
Gregc)ry >,[;Jse, .A..s'socJ.ace P~O[eCliCn (Jfflc::r

\I:::::; arcl~nci chelr heads 2.5 a

errtered the vIllage 1 chert \-\/0.5 screaillLng ehe vdLig,::rs SC2.[~::[<~u LO[fJ [L1e Gush. Lyls. ***;j(*

fled lneo ehe rc,wJ.rcl ehc '/ llidge of ~'i[iJGgobenciu beC3.LLSeshe had heard chac chere
were ECOMC'G croops ener':

She III (he bush she could
gacner. St<. h:::c J()~r.ed iJP \:Vilh SLime uchers whl~-' had rIee Gear'::: \ldiages such as
Ser~kQ'll~., and L( \\.',15 \A/hilc (t.::.~,/ \,vere \\"~L~i(lng ClIOt1g a p3.Ih looklng (cn- food [hal ::hey ran
across \Ahac she belle\e~; co have beer, ::he same group of rebels who had aClac;c:d
(rbeneKiJro. -rhey \vere surruuGded and \.vere UI:''-lO[e co escape. The ITlen killed C\V{j of cJle

g::-oup lITuntdiacely "\ lch knlves aod macClCc·::S, and cher. cold che rest of [he group [0 lIe
Cdown aloog rhe oach. Thev ofoceeded cc scrlk::: bOLh arms or" C\SE 21 '-,y!Cl1 a mac8ete,

'- ~ - .

deep!v CUC"[1C12 bue noc se\ier:nq [he ~rrr:s_ ~~;([ c':-:ev cuc off one hand ot' arlocher woman,. . '-- - -'

ZLliQ cheIl ;}[t2.ck::d Lvls ~~*** The\' sCfUck }~,oc:~ arms rrud-t"crC3.fS L:1 [.he same rnaJ1D.er a~

they hed done to C.D,..SE2': Ceepty C:J[~lllg beeh 2nd br-::2.l,ing CJnc bOrie. :~~fl,e~ che dl[2.ck,

che 2.ssad3.l1cs l'Jtd [he 9.rouD thal [hey 'vV'ould h.J.'-/e ~o secarate or [he'v' \~!'ould be kIlled. l~
__ ~.. l..-

[lumcer or cLe '/lCClmS 'isk:::cl chelf dssaiLlms lC kill chern relcher ch:::'I1 k::i"/c [hem rjlsableci,

bUI u.~ey l·ef\lsc:d They r.ola ChetfVicCiIIl..S CG ~,::11 Pr'~S1der:[ KJ.boan' [hac ~eople Vv'er,c: dyIng
c,ecaL:,sc he' \\'/,IS hOldine: on co powe" Jnd CuCil [he rebels '.Vlll kJl c:'v,':r\'cr.e In SiC:,} Leone

r I. 1 ,_,~.

umess CJCleJ. ves 0 rIlC>:':.
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CERTIFICAT MEOJCAL DE CONSTATAT10N

I"-eta, General: c.~.A;.c~.) .
Ccns,antes Hemodvnamioues: DCi~neJ.. ~ .
Le..G2t;en~re.s'9nt2·jes. le'slcns mutJiantes de type.t~~"~'.L'J.e~.-..c r', r - J r I..L.C 0 r I ,.. n! "
::~X:-'?Q .. ~~. 7n::.. e:.x-.4 \;.? q\j~l.. (8~ ...~.B:m~.r:\.\:'.~..0:2. .. ;S ..~~,

~ Ieg,e ..~... ,~n,' l,c~.rx\fn \C7.~~ 'h~' ~ gLLj .. ~l~1.LL~~~f···Ti····,;·· .. L;..;.··r c:.. ('.
~t--de ~Q rrr::irr-I''--''':cn-- r1"': n ~,'rt', ~ n .... ~p,..,. r-{" ~- T:JU I-J jirro, r-- t~(J,.., -..... <::U.-LC1c:l u_ ~I~~d :::>CLJ ,. ~ '-."1. "",i'-"'-' ."'., .~.~,-,.'-UJ.,.•. O .... ",,",'-A-(..~... >-+-~~.-.""-'. _ ~.
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1. l'1'ame
2. Nationalit)!
3. Sex:
4, Date 0 f Binh
.., Place of Origin
6. Occuparion:

7. Date/Place of Attack
8. Date of Arrlval:
9. Route FoUo',.ved
10. Accompanied by
11. Physical CODdition:

12. Date a.I1d. Place of Ime~vie\V

13. Inte:--Y1\~~'vino Offic.er:
''::>

Narrati i c

r,=ma,e
.3.1 years (]!e.

Lv1DcdgobeDcl~, {"::Oifl3.d.~g!~ D~Sl[lC[

Far:.Tle,
22/5/98 c:;'6.r ?'vlcngcbervlu
end May 1998

ty'long;jendu, f~a.I1dl:l. (-,~ba[lgcf.::h, Songoya
Hust-and, SC,rl 2.Dd g~2.[1dson

bach COre3.fLI1S sevec;:;l y cue ~;'/lch ffi2.chece, one DOlle

broken
1i/I al O\JrLLc,,~ H\_.~sp~[2.1, Cc)n..ay-sy
C~Le(20r~,:, ~~'Ilcse _~SSC',-clJ.ce Pr\-)[,::ccic)n Off:cer

10 ~.,a' ~ .h " , ' l-." , " ''v' " ' ~ * * ' ,
D~,_' ll~e \..i,f.-re ')..-r::!:",:: revy' SU~_YplleS In Cl~e \'IUJ.ge Jr l,longooe~'\·-ll.l, ~; ;'j<"' :l.n.G. OCi.l.er

vlllagers \!Ould periodiccEly go [,,"CO che [llSt": ','! search (or On [~e murmn.g of
~,1!,1T',Q .. '. • I' ' " .', C'I' j' C~~'C"~
!..-.-:~~:,.7C;){;e \\/3~ \\..-a.[(lrg :!lOf1g a Dll.Sn pau""J. ll--lCh J. group Ci llJ \/1 lagers~ '/'~~G ':':"8,

Kumc.:: Sc;say, CA,SE i8, CASE is . and C,\SE 22 \Vhl1:: searching r rood cheywe,e
acccste'j ;Jy ::>! armec men who emerged onco [he [Jilch onc:;C~ler SIde [hem Ten of t::.e

men l'N,~r·:: ~n [till mil.~[ary IJ.Glfor-=n 3.nd c3.r~lcd rnilitary [1 Res! \'lhlle the ochers \Vore

clvlllan c:.r',::ss ,Jild w'ere d.rmeC INLct k:.nl\.es aDC rnachece5', Tl10se in cI\'ilian dr~ss also
\Vore r~:cl :c'dnd:l:mas around chelf he2d'j . [vis *"'*** l:j Illiteral::, ot.;.c she noc;c::d '.vnc:ng
cn m~. banda8"laS and her 3.ct2cKe,s ,ndicdced chac che words ·'32.d Blood" wer:: \vric:en
the:"c T~1e J.,"JSJd3.[lcS spbk~ KflO [0 c_hctr cJ.pclves Ct~[ spok:: J. va[le~y of languages
3.rflOll':-sr ::~!~rn'eiv~s Inc'llc'j:l-'O c:~u 0' ,-'i','"lr \\.1-13.[ "[Sk*"'~* lCc:i1ufles 3.S d Lioe"an- =- ~"- -~~_ .... , ',- \ ~J.":' l~· ...= J......11= ';'1

2.ccem, St.c: also GOClC::G [he smell of !T,J.n:uJ.DJ. :led whJ.[ appe:::.red (0 have been Joinc..s
sueWE :il::'Jng CJ.~e pact.

Tll!~ rr:a..f"l \\1 he :3..;Jpea:ec co be [he lC:2c,::::- () f che g!'oup 'rY'O r= CiJdi DO nal /~·,.f=-ic3.n c iOcrl1Ilg

K"ilO\Vn as a ·"z-::..X.zo, '" vihictl CCJrl.SlSCS o( a. c:Jafse elech sleev·eicss shlrt and panes She
described. ~11m a.s call2r:.d. n~ln~ d.rOUGC 20 ~/~2.rs oid, haVl[!~ 2. faLT corrLplex.lorL a lcng f3.c:=
W1m a g02.cce .. 2.Dd J. po lI1led [lose, She elisa ncuc:::i affiOl1g [he group c.:.'-liee young eel',

, 'I~_' .. 'v'''V " 10)' "o/v • , ., I 1 \ --' 77~ ..\vnOI12 sn.e W.l.e\v tfOffi hcr Village: "",\.1~.l\. \.lge i..C' l r 1 .l ( ..agi:: 1.....:. or l'-:"j! anl.:. __ -....L cage
The older [\vO 8·[ ehe [hr:=:~ boys c3.cr:ed mache[es, bu[ ehe yourigesc \\13.5 unarLTlec. .. li1.tlf
paniClpacoo ll1 [he Q.C[J,CK \vas Lirr:iced to hoiGlGg ;Jeopk, aDd Ms Hd", beiieves i:hat

L.lev had be~n forCLbl~J CeC~~jl[ec~.



CERT1F1CAT MEDICAL DE CONSTj~TATION

J e r" " " ,--;- A I ) r-'--""-soussigne ur __ ~.·.K .J;?L.. L~:':,..U:;::<· _ ·.·· .. ····

Ce0.lfie 2~o..,\r examine le(3) patientS e) ·'r\.··; .
,c,.ge ,je .. ..:j.O ...... ans. Ce jour duo .?:'~.• :c:..u...,:,.f:'...J'- _ 19S8.

o
r:- 1

Etat General: '~~.e-.--: ~ .

Constantes Hemod·:/namiques: :b.~J.)'J.ed, _.····,;.:.:.:····· ,--.... II i ~[I I

L
' - \ ((1 ! • 0 'f \' •
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Date probable du trauma~isme: i.2.. ~.0 ···70.5 .\,.s..t. _ .

S igr,ature:

Dr.s.K~E
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Orthopecie\ ~aUm2(Cloaie



SIERRA LEON.t: VICTEvlS Or VIOLE:,\CE - St?YIMARY i.'ZEPORT

1. Name:

2. ~ation3.1ity:

3. Sex:
4. Date of birth:
-0. Place of origin:
6. Occu pabon:
I. Date/Place of Attack:
8. Date of arrivai:
9. Route foUo'Ned:
10. Accompanied by:
11. Physical Condition.

12. Date and Place of IrrtervIC::w
13. Imeivlevlng OffictT

N arr3.tive:

SlC~=-2. L:.:cne, Ma::-.'.lLngc !.[1Ce
Male
1962

meCClaruc
/'

Jujuma. a.·,·OU:1G De'::elTIiJer 1998:"'-
FebrJ.2.r~/IMafcG 1998
JUj'J.IT13. - Sefadu - G'JLnea
alone
2.1m:) cied for c.'<_C::-I.1de"j perIod, one fingsr s~·Jer=d.,

hJ.nds dc:l,bera.,e~v pl2ced LQ fire calJ.smg severe burrrs

l7 3.: C,onJ.kry

Ac some cime prlJoaolv li: December 1C},r

gc,ng to work on ehe ~2liTdly faCTI \,VI.r.l1 illS flct.:::~. hls tacher's ('NO \vives, three Slscers. and
apprcxirrldc,:;ly i5 \.v(~"r:(::=-s. On che ~":':'Lh [hey [aD J.crc,ss a grJ~~ of over 30 men LTI c1vilIan
cluchl!."',g carr;/ing ,nil11J.ry r,l1es. l'iir "~"*,, 2.QG hlS family w::,re held 3.[ g'J.npoiDC, and
L!ieLr assaliams Cl,el11anc.ec hlS racher co g:l":; r:..."lem illS man:;y £-ItS Eache: compiled, but was
lben bOLCIld ane lTIutLiaceG. III (f·om of [he r,.:chers. hlS oe2\[1j W3.S sec OQ Eire, his eyes were
gouged CUl. cree: \'laS 5:::'.'er-:;c, and Cually he was [.lIed b:( a blow co the back of the
['leek wlch a rrachee:=:. A tocal of five peopk pan.icipaee:i Lfl thIs aetack. and chey gave 00

re3.son ;-or Kllhng J'v[r""'k"* s fachc:::'

lyir *"'~'"'''''~ mOChcr :,.cer.:oeed [,0 cscaoe. Due she was shot "vhLle rurtning The a::;sailants,
"vnom 0<'lr. "''''~'''' \c.i{~nlltles as RL'F rebels. proee::de,j co sC',ooe the second wlre as well as
c'.;.,,'o.)( nls three SiSters Toe :,n.lI::::' Siseer W3.S acdcced. Me3.r:l'Nhile, Mr. **,,~X and cwo
oeb.er men were tIed up, whe:'~as che other wode.::rs agreed CO join ehe rebels aIle. were led
a';,ay Mr. """'*" ~nd hIS fellow pnsoners we~c; guarded by five febels. aud remained 2.[

che same SPO( for ll:Iee da~/s.

Sf che c.hid day tl.lS hands had begufl cO sVid. :E-Ls ass2.l1aECs placed t:cot coals lD a bow!
iL:.G c~,en r'orcloly place~ rllS boumi hand," lCJfO ehe COWl. sc'/erely burnlng him They G'1er:
sC:'jerec. Goe of rus fin~e[s and ?erron:nec c.t-:: same ooentlon on Lb.e ocher cwo presoners.
They o{;ere',} no excL.!13.ClOn fer chis, Due a[cer,;vards they unCled ehe pr:soners and lerI

t:e'1em m che bush. Tile cnr:::: sr:canced ilnd Mr. h,.H found his way r.o Sefadou, where he
sayee'. for J.fC1.lnci chree lI',onLh.c; Sefadcu \vas [hee cwa:::ked OJ Jlmta rorces, howeve,. 50
he !,'kd J.long \V1Ul (Jl~lerS [com [he [own and elm.:: co Guillea.
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STFRR:\ LEOi"lT 'y'ICTDlS Of VIOLL'\CE - Sl'?vf>iARY REPORT

., Nationality:

3. Sex
4. D21:e of Birth
:J, P13ce of Origin

6. Occupation
I. Date/Place of Attack.
8. Date of Arriyal:
9. Rome Followed
10. Accompanied by
11. Physical Condition:
12. Date and Place of Interview
13. Interviewing 0 fficer:

63 ye3.,:'S old
:;w~*~* vdLagc~ ~je/a C:liefdcm. I{cJina.dugu

olstric:
Sec~lO[" Chief
30/':;'/93 3.( Y3.[awadugu
3/5/98
***e<'" \i3.nso - Ber,du - F::;'f3.nfeh - For-ccocia

~~~r''Jund 50 people. se::Clor: c(de~s and fJ.rT!.~iy

fouT ['illgers sever::d (rem right lund

.5/93 J.[ ?orocorna
Acme ?a l,uQ3.n. f:eld. C)r:lcer

Or V'':edfle~d~v Anni;9 i'yir "'''''''*''' -;, ,~~-,.cf ~P~~'l'le'; 1 cne~'aG'P t'r:..)I[1 the opoolp nf ti>e... ... ....; -.i I • J.,.:-- .. ~ 1 .. .J.l '-'- .... ,-~J...J.I....,.~ l ~'-'- . '- L:.. '..1. ... '-'-- :::=- - , -- ~ ... l. _ ~ .l~

lletghborlDg vlllage Bendu [hdC [he r~be~s \\/ere eJ.cLng chc~e J.ncl Wi:.:re headi:-'..g cO\'/Y'1rds
ri~ v11 i a cr p ['rifr ;;..~*~~ sene ~ n'lJr, ~ln I:;::.r, 1-",1 ihr-.r Ii-.,o r~hcl~ \Ver,~ "",r:l1na ~nd seQ[ 'h'Om'~n..._~ ~ ... =- ... .\.J.. ,-,"- ... .J. ... -' Y\'--.\..lJ...,.' \_l.i.o.,~ ,-i~\"'" '~L.o ~ .... ' .. I...- ........ 1 ~I '-'"- ..."" ,-,

anC. children LE[O (he bush c;vhlle he 2.nd 8D cne:.: su.yed cD (he VIllage. among them Kooo
men ~Nho h3.Q come [0 help They shared 17 single barret LlDes b\je had f:w c3.rtrldges.

On 3.clval in t.he 'ililarze [he rc::bels ooc:ned fIr:: l:1e ',Ill lag:er3 'N!-;,::: o'ver~n, 3.nd [hr::::::
~ ~ -

were killed ~/1[. ***:«~ che:!. ordered eve~yone to escape He h~mself htd J.lone 00 cop of a
large "ock a[ a discanr.;: :'"rolT', v/hlC2 he ~oulcisacch \vha[ cook place 10 tne '/lllage. Ac 6 45
pm [he ret:,eLS.3.rmect.. \.V1U1 /~ ..~-<--47 rt[es, en[~.recj (he evch=~3.[ed village There \h;er,~ rnaEy

of u.~emJ d.:1U their,' "N,~re :.iCCCmD3.fllt:G bv C:iOCl\'e:} L'j.[rYifL2 ucods for Lhem. 'Thev siJok=. ~,~ ~ . '..... '-' . ..

EC.r1O. and were J. lTlL'(tt.:.re of cnil.iI.ary 2.nQ:lvllian clolfung wHhel[her toms or old spons
shoes The com.rr~inde, were mlll[ary facig'Jes,:'vir 'i< ", .." ** notes Lhac i'.l10se he sa w from

I I" ",. .'- T ~ '1 1~" • hClOSe up [laC. reel eyes, pOSSlOly trom JrJ.gs t"J.~ saw c::cer::; oum all tile [1ouses LE Cl e
vlllagee;c:.cepc i'he mosque He does ~l()[ ~iO\Y \\ they :opar::d the mosque.

The QeX.L :T~I~.~~-rriGg }[ daybre3.~' he \venc back co [he ru.~ns of c.r...c VIllage bue (ourrc. nobody
Cl.'1er,: E,: chen lef':, followlflg I.be crad of (he men who hJ.d atLacked (he vlilage, and found
t\-VQ o( h:s villagers dead on. ll'-..,c [Ja[D, They had bec:r. SJot, ailcl the rebe~s ha.d cakeD chelf

[lIles. L-:\'::; t~ \Nalked around. the area co find more vlc~.:rns, believing thac L:.~e r.~oels were
in ~he nelgiloOrLC1.g CU'Nfl. he \\,.'as 3.ITlc T"!'shed 1C KOrLkO(;lJ. (Kissi C~'hlefdcITl) by eighe armed
meo Be '),J:'; c:lpC'Jreci aDd rNO of ete men. [cuk rum ~c [he group's cCITunander in

Korj..:of1Ja"vhtle che other ~:x kre. 2v[['~""* kilew the [''10 n::eCl who cook hiITt. ~(XX



1;Y=. JA.?;:' ,J.~Sc(Li'~G T~~= P~()?~= OF 5, LE':>o.",'c ~·C':: 'lc~_L ,[ __;5 l"·_-=..~:_.=.;/>'F::

SH.C<...~:"'-C' CjC' If 'yVc ;'-\.RE >·iC:\Y' ~~S,~~S''':' Tel F~Cj~:~ >~(~,i~,~ 7"'~-{.'\>i 3,Efl,J2~~ _~.;"'<J

C)0:CE >riCiRE Ir: CiUR L.'::.~,L)'~~? lS NC'- REL...~.::"'Ss \A/-C \riI~L 'CcS~?(JY- ~.:-~~

S/LECJh·E.
ViE DON'T \)/.~N·T SLP? THE:' ;L~RE CC:RF~!,-,-FLI>jC S/LEC>~;~ .~t\·I=l ~i"~-{~~

TIME i,V;:: WILL f-{AV'::: 1'10 :YL",C'{ FOR ,"-.NY SL..?P S'-J?PCR-'c?,S
NO S!'..!'iKOH~

!'II] crVIL~~A~N 0iO SETTE?", S/LE':JI'~=

Ai...L.



she ',vas cold Ch2[ Lf she etC GOC Due he::-

She pLac~d her left roue or; che piece of r'Nood T~lC \'/OLU~g·~sc c,=bel s::vereJ ::';,/() liJeS \J[~t1er ler-~

fooe. f{.= handed her the (\'10 coes and cold he~ :_0 g~~f·e =nerrl co p·c,;:s;cenc f~:abc!ah d-ed ex.pla l.I1

to him [l~at ChiS LS \vhac che r·~oels C2~I1 cio ~Q hiS peuple

The L~bels took J.ll her beloQglilgs and ",bar,CDntd hcr The rOut was IJleedlng heavlly. so Ms
*",**i'''' did nO[ leave untll ehe follo'xing murcLI1g She 'NelS cr:l\ng\ group of people rl1ding
In a farm hut close by heard her. One or them C2.me co help fle,. Se wa::;hed her root and
providee. her With first-aid.. He put sale cn the roor. LO strop (he bkedmg. His WIfe called her
youf1ger orOL!)erS and they carned lYb. """'""""-' l,l a hammed;:: 'co Gban.kadon. She was caken
care of by a group of humec::; in this \-dlage. M::i. 8*",*'"'' ';'ia:-~ ur:able co v/Jlk JnG [nUS stayed
there for one monLil.. When she had [,:cove,cc. she was able [0 walk to FurokonJJ.. From
ForoKofl!a. she was carried by t;L'Ci to Far·a..nat.



SIER,.T<.A LEOl',fE '/ICTI\LS OF VIDLE;\CE -SC:'Yl\L.\R '{ REPORT

:'v13.le
1928
5e,L1, KJlcucug',", [i,stn:::= ~rorc:;ern Pro'llIlce
Fa.filler
'oegilJ..i11.ng of ~6.1oo~rLl Url cht: V'ia~i CJ Sirarltkorc
4 Ju.fle 1998
S!cacdkoro - ngooefldu - S'Jngoya - F2.ranah
SOil ;,",<,"*8. and brorher-tn-law "'*~"''''~'.

K_I.2:h;;: hJ.l~d:)e\'c::::-ed bec\veen 'hT1SC and elbo'yv H~ad

l;lIUreU b theoJ.ck: of a gun. CJUSlng in open 'NlJur..d
~:1a( lS lil)1,\I heJ.! [ng
to/6i9S J.[ l:J.f2.rl3.h Hc'spJcal

1. NaTTIe:
') Nationaliry:
3. Sex:
4. Date of Birth:
5. Place of Origin:
6. OccupatioQ;
7. Date! Place of Attack:
8. Date of Arriyal :
9. Route Followed:
10. Accompanied by:
11. Physical Coadition

12. Dare and Place of LT~eryie,v

13. ImEnievling 0 tfir2er :

Narrative:

ChariJr~::- Rus R:dL!ng, Fie!d Clrfic:::

iv1r. ***~*j~ ""'ias l!\:ir12 in SeLla \\be:::-e CL~e ~eb(~ls \-ver:: rr;~sent. They \}i ..~r:: loocing proper:y,
oue OCher"'v,se i,1CC dOlC,g lIly har-m [LJ [f.le clvd~J.n pOlJulaClon ,:\n ECOMOG deC1Chrnem \',;3.5

based 2. 1 r,gooendu. SlX ffi 1,;'::5 :l';,va/

ECOG lOG seIll a cn'::5sage [rJ Serta lll:J.[ peupte nOl supoorclng [he c'::bds should le:lve [OWD U-
DOC, [f."ley \vQuld i<sk be~fLgkil.Led. Ec=C) C)C \Vl,s':.led LO Y·/2Lrn [he l,'.Jcal ~opui2.uc[1. 011.:-. ;T<*;-:~~~(

'H('.,c, 2. :·',-2.1d of 1[1 ,w:aCK a~lL["S[ [he c'.:bds by EC C}\fOG \10Sl pecple from Scria lert: W'ND.

[he reDe [5. They

He was d.CCOmp1f'.led by his five year aid 5011, and a man Un...<;JlOWD te him ReS SOil lnd ehe
Ou1er IllJ-ll IT.!.d.Qage~ c.o eScape cl-Le reDeis :?s [he: lyVC' o( [hem \,//ec-e v,,:alking behind ?vir. **¥~X~

Ahou[ tiii:een rebels actaclcd hem They IAere ill uCLknowf' to hen. Ir 'NelS a mix:.rure of Stern.
Leone,:ns and Lib'.::rlans 1';,e;' spoke rt<~rlo ana Llbecan [:wg'J.ages He did ClOt know \VhlCh
(ocion they belor:cged ro Some cf chCi;n 'NOC~ 'lmfor:.-r:s. o~'De wcre civilian cloches. He C3.EI10C

c:x.pia1.u \vh,y [be rebels ~[[J.cked rdI11

The rebels tied hi.In up \v'lch hiS elcov/s 2C Lhe. bac.k. Ti.1ey ~~l[ h~[n INlch che bUG of a guo., u.~us
. , , , '\' ,., -' • - . ~'O 'J co --~~ anecausLog ;lr1 open \,A.·i~U[1Q on illS- neJ.C. ,'" .. tc,~c)",:aras. [ll~'/ leJ.Dcc. Qlm aS 3.1fL..l ,;... I ~; l.L',-,'~ 1

severed hIS righL 'naIvi ' ...·irh 1 CUC[lSS. I--(c: hds J.sk.ed '~i1cm nor co C'c'.[ hls ri,g:H hlnd u.s he used
[~"11S hand for \v()r~< ~r:-:.ey replted [hac he trvas lucky. '~C~~Cillg d~ J de3.c rn.J.rl lylOg on [he
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Ci.SE ,'( 30

1. Name:
2. L"i 3.ti 0 nali cy :

3. Sex:
S Ler;:-~~ c...~one 1 >"l2.CLf';.g':1 r\.r~bc

Ferrdle

C'OF.:riall FJ.como\~ (JIll FriddJ ::ll che end of MJ.r::h, L998
ae Far:J.c:3.h HOSPlt2I

Gee :-:ah F,~[ombc, 1(oI'l1adugu

DtS ~r'lC CI NDr"Lllef:-'Lt" ru \/lnce

COeriJ.h Facurnt,o - HeLTLld

Husb2.IlQ J.C1c1 daught;:-~

C,J~~- or ~efc :'ooc cur l~J: r":lJ.ci2SS. L''==5 lCl[cr 3.JTlpU[2.~ed .,...

4. Dace of Binh:
~. Place of Origin:

6. Occupation:

7. Dace/Place of Attack
8. Date of Arrival:

9. Route Follo\yed:

10. Accompanied By:
11. Physical Condition:

12. Dace and Place 0 f 'L1 t ''': ,Yiew
13. Interviewing Officer

bJ)sptCJ( Jc.5C be!.cl
\'\" cile k-Itc=

t6! ~ JC F:l~·~nd.h Hal

Narrative:

fv'ls. ~.i<~X*=* I"Gd her daughc::r \Vcre \,VUrklng 00 [heir re3nu~ ~:-arm 1[1 Gocriah FaLornbo. \vhec
ehe rc.be;s ~rtack~ri rh"'rc-' ur- r \-'i'Sb' "n," ",.,' \L0ri"n" nr '1 ",-,c1ler tJ.1:TI1 \Vhile'vorIKl'nl(J Four

4 I -- ~ ...... L J --'-< ~l. '-~ ..... r-::..... ll-l- c.....:..~.~ Y7~':::' ,y.....- .\..J..l~= 'J, l ~_":'..LV,,_J.. .. 1... . .J. \ ..... ::J' t

rebels applu(1ciLed Ms. <'"''-'*''<. Slle' diU nu[ kr-u,,y 20>' ct' he, assCiIlants ane ule \lot tee=- any
names. Two or' ehe r:~tels \l·~re c.ressCli in bidck ~!1l [:::is dna (he Olher C'NO III civilian cloCl1es
rue:1 spuk.e Kelo. "'Ifs ""l'''<** does Clue she \}y3.S 3.c(ad:ed by the rebels.

(Jne cf :Jje c-::cels grabhed her fI:orr: behind 2rld iLl. j C'2uJ.JTIJnc.lng VOlC,~ lcld her co SiC dov,,'o on
thc.: grct..!.rj,J. (lrlC ur Lbe ':-ebels \van::::d L'_~ hzvc: se:cu:.ll r=(J.[lcn.) vlIeh tv'fs. k*:;r;:.~~*, bur she a.nd

• her daughc1::r,can:ec: '..:ryir.g drlQ ""is *'\~"';" plc3.ded ':he r.e!:".els to Ie 3. 'Ie her alone She asked
them co [Joe '-louse her and toid c..:.'1em chac she." had _~U,,[ glve:-i birL1 [(j a child. The rebels ask::d
her where che b,:"IO ; \vas, and she replied chz.c s:-te had tefe ehe bdOy ae ehe house Her daugheer
ITtaoag.,=c C-rJ n-:o J vvay dnd cse r:=bels ClC: nor: pL:.fSUe her.

T:le [.~.oe[s 2.0SLdllled t~fom Jbus[ng he; sesL3.dy I;J.SIe3.CL [hey 52-lei [0 her ch3.c eJley \.ver·= OO(

gOlng co k:t he:- go They Ijec.1.ded co CU[ l~cr leg as a PUI~lShITle[J.c for [joe o-ffertng sexual
[aVoLr:s. ::Jne u::bel ce:1C QO\,l,/n over her CLJ1C cue (he ',"~3.if j)( ~LeL jerI leg, [\VIC= iVIs. ~~*-~~~

belIeves chac le ·"'a.s [he Iltk:[1(,On of che c'~bels co seve, her t completely. The rebels hie he::-
on. (LIe ',;pLr..al ccrd ~n.ci OP. Loe back~ buc ~~s S~-:e \V~S c.rylng 'loudly, chey evenrualiy let he go,
Su·'Jse:.jl.le'Lcly. cl1e rebel'~ lefe

\~\/hen cr:e rebeLs hJC i,er-l, ~:[s .-~Jc~ >-<,~~.": !~ried cu :-eCL2.r:t hUr:'.e lNhlCh w-as aoouc cu.... O I7"ldcs f;um

'I:hc Rete. CJ'n ;:he \Ai~lY fieme. 1V[S x~~'ic~~ (ell co'),.:n tGCC J. hole. In rhe c:verllng,peopte cDming
ba.ck [-["om chelf cJ.rr;r:i ['Dund he:- 2cn.2 che:/,I.<:'"I1l r,O ,gee :::.er husoar.d lD Gber:J.r. Facornbo Ms
:~:~;i()O(:):;i': \vas c.3.r··1E,2. L;'; J hJ..m.n.locl-( ~lQrn Gbe.;"l3.h f:lCUn1bo '=ll f-rciTTlanl..:ono and frcfll ctere QV
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'JL"der.::d co '~lac:: her r~ghc h2fi.L CC": (1 plec~ "')L' \\ '.Jcci ,:~~IJ

CUC~2.S,3 The r::bels also SeYeL~: ct,~ hZlr,u (crJ':':- :r:()[i-:'~r

"r-';1"_.

The rebeis alsounc~d [.hac ECC)0·'~·C)t:=J 'Y'/d.~J 2.0Dl:·...~J',-=~~ng 5\)lqU,~ dnd Lr.~s (()OK otT, iea\/:,ng
everyone lil erie vi112.ge Some o( :he per)o~s ch~~ hac ~le.en satme:i fried. 'iflLO [he bush,
lDCtuding Ms. **OJ<~¥*. She J..nd her rcocb(~:- \ve:-c f(_))~I1ci by che ~:~2·{n3.Joi~-S lD [he Ol1sr. a.Dc

Freecowr:., her aIld her mOlhe:- \;yel'e h)SP\l2.~lz.ej .
, ,
nosp L(a~.

CJr. In
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C,A.SE

13.

10.

!~_ Sune.a;.', arcu:-lci

Male
! S :,I:::ns
':-I~r~·;;;gern2. U]\),':':'c. ~':_Dno D',,::;[[' , E2S['~CC PrUVlr1Ce

SlUGelH ,~ldS) =.

Y'~~lg,g~;(lla. r<:lfairju.. SULTl2., K(i~fJ~ehT 8a.ngokdf1cJO
\icch r:[ facher ~ Or-)cners. :2 ')lscers

,\[l l~~fc hand f"lnge::-:) severed
26: 7/98 3.( ~rlyaedou. Reftlge·~ Camp
A P::.ludJ.0. and C R Ridur:g, Field Office~s

1. ~'ame:

11.

~acion31icy:

..J. Sex:
~. Date or Birth:
S. Pt3ce 0 f Orig-.n:
6. Occupacion:
7. Date/Place or Attack:
8. Dace of Arrival:
9. Route FoUowed:

Accompanied By:
Physical Condition:

12. DaLe and Place of Intervie'w:
lntervie,ving Officer:

Narrative:

-1=:Oo;;i::~",~ \y'as 3..[ [1LS hou~;e 'J.'he~ [he ~ebeLS cl:,-:2.ct:ed il_ill. ~~,~ [-c'::2~d gllI1shot.j led \,\,/lcCeu. UJ run.
Due lnscead ile '''''·;a.s cJ.u~h[ by one r,~be~. ","/hc· UJOK ':l~m (hr,~~~ c-chcr [ebel~ They \.ver~ Jresse1j Ln

combJ.c !-= [0 cfHng, cJ.rr led ar~Tts ,J.nd S;)C~<:-~ K:I~

The f,=bels sJ.tC Ch;l: they \-\/er~ loc':<..ing fer S lcrra Le.one3.Q sc,~dlers They murila[ec. hIlT: by'
sevenng ail five t"~_ngei3 'of his Ile.ft h3.ClG so "" [hac [hey (the s(;\d~ers) may gee (he rness2ge~'

HlS leEr hand 'dCiS pldceci Ot', 3. ~a[ge :lUCK and the tl:lt;ers \ve:-e C.ut J.nd th.rcv/D C? the ground.
He \N1Cnesseli l~:[her pc:u~L~ b(~[ng beacen 3.ild K1Llt';d by che :-e:bels de (he ~lrrle of [he a.crack.

AIce:- he \V~.lS [:H.lCtLH~d. ~h,~ re8e~s orde[~d hirn co Slc d·'J\.vn \Nhl!C (hey \A/ere UcS[COYlr:g -:lOci

burnm.g (~U"'T'. hOllScS. Af'.cr a. '.vhik u'iey seemr;d [0 hJve ferg',J(cen 3.bou[ hlm and. he

rna.rlag::c to ,~sc2.pe l[UO c'ce bush. His h3.nd '.vas blt:ed;ng

The S2JTle d~l:r he [1"et his (amily of seven ~n che c.u:::h. The ~J.r·~"uiy proc~td.eG Girec~ly [0

K.lrdr.cu b,:~c3.u.sc ':~~~e:J ,,'. c:r;:: sc~~recJ of Sl,:l~. \("(g. III [he: :l::::i Bc[\vee:n l<J.Cl~du and SUffiJ., In d

VtU~L:s,e caL~L'~ci r;'l)~"!-kc J. ,jO([U;- cJ.l~~d -""'"" ,.:",x c[~JLc:d j1~S h;:-ulc. T'lle doc[uc plac~d llicdlClGe 'In

hlS har.d :J.:1Q oar:c1Jged lC" ,~fLc:r ~e had. r\':::~e:\I-ed [re2.UTIen-:. l~1e r"2.mLly COI1unued chelf Jol.lrne~/

ce GUlf1CJ



0~Cr:6

'1 f' n .') ",1' ,0) ~. nu~J U V :j ~) ~l "j

iO Accompanied by
ll. Physical Condition'
l2. Date and Place of Interview
1:: Interviewing Officer

2.

5,

6.

7.

8.

9.

Name:
Nationality.

Sex
Dare of Birth:
Place of Origin
Occupation:
Date of Asrival'
Date/Place of Attack:
Route Followed,

M3.l~

I<~abala 1 1 SLE
Drl \/er-

2/5/98
Janu2,;-v 1996 at Jd:me S:iafe

Fighc :.:.r:r:. 5e\/eC"ed)r~\/ej:J.l tnches be\o\\/ ~houlder

Co [12k:y , 26/5/98
Gcl~ 2"':' L"/ ~'y'1Q se. ..:J,. .)!~ eel ':l[.':; ? rei [~'''': [10 n (J (f; cer

~arratiYe

[liLl UD [0 presidenClal e~eCCI.CillS in Sler:-d Leone He ha.d b,e~r. ll1volved in c::iec[lQrl
campalgrllng on beh3.H- u( ,c:,sulled TejaT1 :Cabhail in ehe village I)Y JaiTl1J SI--'.afe (Kono
Districc) whel1 3. groq) ,::;,f RUF rebels e:l1lei.~;i ~he LOW". and c:lpcllred him 'lnd 15 ocher
people 'yl/lrh pro-der:-,ou-acy sympZechles. He e:;plams chac eji ~6 people "vere Cled up 3.l1d

ehe reads prDceeded [J CiE19u,taec :'i.rms Ijet: c:~, one

2y1r.i<'~"'''' was [he chird·'\ccln:. He reCJUflCS bewg for:::ed CIJ lie down CH1 che
ground. and [I-~ spre:J.c hIS a~s v.,.'l<ic. His J.l:J.ck,~rs chen [1.iade several pre~L[f1.iDa.r~/ cucs uIl

hIS !~ppe;' :lr~n~o de[er:Tl_inf~ \vhere 1[.. eSl CD sc.rll<c :0 orde; co br':J.l-z c.hro.L!.gh the Done. lLllS

'j,~ beLTIg dor~t'·l they CUI off [:15 a.rm 'A-'tCD [\VQ blows of [Ile C1...:.cLass. They chen Cleo a Doce

'Ornu"d 'l~1C~ D,OCK I'l h.' iChl ~~-,ro("e·1 ):;·[:-c,c -',,,,'is--'nC a f', ""e-er'or:,s 1n'''I ,e'L' llim f,',-",,,, Ir \va~w...L....., ':'.1,' ......... .......... ~.I. '-"'\.t- .. ''-~'-' _ .l,'~--JJ.. .::;; l.'...... -.J l.a ...... "- -v '_1.,-,-".J. .... <-0. ....... 0....:.... _J..J..1.':' .J,' • . '- ...

u'1e vl11agr~rs of Jai.rna Suafe who ccd: hID [Ciche hospieal ae Kmdu for [reaCmeD, He does
noc :.~iCh u'1e face of [he ocher crisorlers cue assumes mec chev coo had L.rTIbs se'lered

L "

>:ir. ~""*-'1< CIaLr:1S ~h;lC c.r;.C; DerSGL1 r,~sD()I1sibtc lS an FJ--.:F com.mar1(jer n.lckilamed.
- " " ' ' " 'h" ~- 'RT 'F'" ~UDernl.an. r~C~:JrdlIlg co ?vir ~**:>1"*, Superwan \S [Lie c~~lr,'J :-:J..ll.'<lr:g OfTlcer to cne ->. U

c',rre, Fouay S::,rrkor, ana [be ml[lC:lr',' COi':l.rT\;}l1der l"-'lOWn3.~ ,- 0I10S0L1[0 " He IS reponed co

leac 3. squad of ar'Jund 20 ,ebds if::l ['t:d Tovoca Hilo:( four whee"l d:1ve vehIcle, 3,l1d Mr
x~~x~~ reporTs tr,.at he ·~sDectaiizes lrl dlnpucaClDg ,C:2cerr:.1es o( u1.e P,-.lTF.



CERTJF1CA,T MF01CAL Dr- CONSTATAT10N

Je souSSlgne Or .....
Cel'1ifie cl'i91r exa"ilne ie( 2) p2t.1ent( e)
P-,ge de:=.> ar,s. Ce:ou~ GU

;', ,

. . ...- .'- .-

1 'i98.

rnutilantes de type ..

Etat General .. 1.'.

Conscar:tes Hernody"ilalT1lques
Le patlent present:::: des lesicr,s

........ -_............... :..--

•• _;,..,~ ,1. :-.-":... ~< . :~.~ .' _:'. r...::_-:: -:--: '.;":- .....

Siege:.. . .......::. .. ~\ .'.... . .
S lace de C1C3~',·:sation· ..<.::.... f, •• :.' ••••• _ •• "',' .'.c : ..
c· t . I \. i -- \- - .. '~ :.:--:.~_:·:'~__ j ~.i;~.~_._.t-lO G2 Ie e:j:!Jn: . ....l.:_.~ ••.• _ I I I.',' •••• _.:(:-~:<.!. .. _..' .. ;,;._ ...'~_.

O -t~ o r""'c':: "If=- du tr2I,,.,-,-r!,s"-·e· /1' j" l-'/,C _ I "-' o:.-. .L..J __ ,-,I (IC .. 1,,' .-.- .. -- .. -.:-:--...-------~---•.•.

Signature:



1. NAiYfE:
7 !."fAnON,UllY:
:J. SEX:
~. Dc~TE OF BIRTH:
_. PLACE OF ORlGI~:

6. OCC1Jl'ATION:
DATE/PLACE OF ,..I.TTACK:

8. DATE OF ARRlV,~L:

9. ROliTE FOLLO\YED:
10. ACCOMPA0'IED BY:
11. Ph"(SICAL CO:-,'DTTl 0 ~'i :

12. DATE A:,,'D PLACE OF r'<TERVIE"v:
lJ. I~TER\/1E\\T\GOFTICER:

M2.~~

1C) 58 (.:1.0 ;ie3.~s)

Flrs~ ~ir:~r::. ;:nl,=t-;J._ug'~~~~ ~ 998
cros3LDg (1( -·rOurrl~"'rLc.QU

1S. fJ.rr:ll~i IT',errLbcr'~, lf1cll~dlng \.\':\ c.= acd CClJC.

EGg-he f:J.:"id cue. ~c:rt rL3.nC seve:--=Q

l7/ Ll '9(2 2.[ (Jue~K~(icu 20SDtCal

sea:ch ~'or Cood near [~e-l:- Old l1011:.es in SLE. \\l~"',en che~,' had fOlind ~r.c food :::~d \V~r,,= he3Qlng bc::ck '~hey \V'~~\

ITleC by :.l gTc1Jp ;.Jf 18 n~bels ac S~"J.iumb('"~~(a.he «Tee'.v :hey \vere [ebel~ because t.h~y CZLrT""le:C. DOw'S J.r:c J.rTO',t,'5

~""1i'Je:Si ar.i.: ::ju.ns. TI-;ey \V'er~ dressed 3/; '\=~··l:J.rl2.tJ.=-_S" C~~~!Jrl-pl3.yers'~) or hun(e~s, ',.ve:3.nng 2. LT.c-c:u.re of cicthes

Tney Sp~JK~ SI-.lSU, KpatCl J.rlC2 TCr7lne
1

so bel:1g i~lSSl ~-.~ :-:lLlself 6.uJ noc urHierseJ.lld theLr ~aC1g1-.l:lg~, l"1eLther ":L(

he n.e'J.r the'l[ names.

T:~r; ~,~f',~~-,-::_e~ \Vere (~l-~e~. ~D J. h\-jUSf; \'.'hlC;l \\,'3.5 lcc~<ed. ~-or [he h:ght 2cd guarded by r,::oels. S3.c-~r:'J.Y ch,,::y \vc::r
i;J.V?T: I-'Ll;" -hr~,:;lo ne""le \\,-e'-p. ,-,-"I'0'-~,:>r1 [" IT0 'V1l-'\-, ;,,'r,o ,..-o.ne:::: i;"',~ ("Cr,P,:; \Ver,CI 'lS~O:>,'; \\/ho \voutd ('L1rrJ: oJ.lrl :T,~,~'" ."--'. ' .... '": ,' ......._'- c.... '-'~ • ,'-0 :~'-l l'-~ \.-' .:::J"~ c· , LJ. _.'~ l ...... _" .... v •• _' L'__ .. '-__ _ _ .... '- ,
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UNITED
NATIONS s

Security Council
Distr.
GENERAL

S/~999/1223

6 December ~999

ORIGINAL: ENGLISH

FIRST REPORT ON THE UNITED NATIONS MISSION IN
SIERRA LEONE (UNAMSIL)

I. INTRODUCTION

~. By paragraph 8 of its resolution 1270 (1999) of 22 October 1999, the
Security Council established the United Nations Mission in Sierra Leone
(UNAMSIL), with a broad mandate to cooperate with the Government of Sierra Leone
and other parties to the Lome Peace Agreement of 7 July 1999 in the
implementation of the Agreement, to assist in the disarmament, demobilization
and reintegration of ex-combatants, and perform other tasks as set out in my
report to the Security Council, dated 23 September ~999 (S/1999/1003).

2. By paragraph 26 of the same resolution, the Security Council requested me
to report every 45 days to provide updates on the status of the peace process,
on security conditions on the ground, and on the continued level of deployment
of personnel of the Monitoring Group of the Economic Community of West African
States (ECOMOG). The present report is submitted in accordance with that
request and covers developments until 2 December 1999.

II. POLITICAL DEVELOPMENTS

3. While substantial progress has been achieved in the implementation of the
Lome Agreement, the overall situation in the country remains precarious. After
the return to Freetown on 3 October 1999 of Foday Sankoh, leader of the
Revolutionary United Front of Sierra Leone (RUF), and Johnny Paul Koroma, leader
of the Armed Forces Revolutionary Council (AFRC), both men undertook a series of
visits to meet with combatants and sensitize them to the Lome Agreement and the
disarmament, demobilization and reintegration (DDR) programme. They visited
Lungi on 8 October and Port Loko on 13 October together. Subsequent visits to
other sites were undertaken separately due to the increasing tension between RUF
and AFRC. Mr. Sankoh visited RUF positions at Buedu, Daru, Segbwema, Makeni and
Magburaka, while Mr. Koroma met with eX-Sierra Leone Army (SLA) combatants in
the Occra Hills area.

4. On 20 october, President Ahmed Tejan Kabbah announced the composition of
the Government of National Unity, comprising 20 ministers (including four
members of RUF!AFRC)i five ministers of State; and 13 deputy ministers
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(including four members of RUF/AFRC). After Parliament confirmed the new
appointees, the members of the Government were sworn in on 2 November. Since
then, the new Cabinet has met regularly in discharging its functions under the
Constitution. However, few policy announcements have been made by the new
Government.

5. Also on 20 October, President Kabbah appointed Mr. Sankoh as the Chairman
of the Commission for the Management of Strategic Resources, National
Reconstruction and Development (CMRRD), and also appointed Mr. Koroma as the
Chairman of the Commission for the Consolidation of Peace (CCP). ~ile the two
Commissions have yet to be established, Mr. Koroma has already presented his
viewl3 concerning the organization of work of CCP, which is the central
monitoring body charged with overseeing and facilitating the implementation of
the Lome Agreement. The Parliament decided to establish an Executive
Secretariat to assist the work of CMRRD.

6. On 22 November, RUF was registered provisionally with the Interim National
Electoral Commission as the Revolutionary United Front Party (RuFP) in Freetown.
As soon as RUFP meets all the criteria of a political party, such as having a
const:itution and party premises, the registration will become official.
Hr. Sankoh, at the time of the registration, announced that all of his main
field commanders will now be in charge of the party's chapters in their
respective areas of operation. RUF should now give full priority to its
transformation into a purely political party, which efforts would be deserving
of support and encouragement.

III. MILITARY AND SECURITY SITUATION

7. After a period of relative calm, the military and security situation
deteriorated in the months of October and November as a result of an increase in
ceasefire violations and human rights abuses by rebel elements. In early
Octo~er, RUF moved several hundred RUF fighters from Kailahun to Makeni, the
provincial capital of the Northern Province and the central transit point in the
north of the country. Makeni, which had been previously under joint RUF/AFRC
control, was subsequently attacked and taken over by RUF troops on 15 October.
AFRC elements, at the urging of Mr. Koroma, reportedly withdrew northwards.
Later, fighting between RUF and AFRC also took place around Lunsar and Rogberi.
RUF pursued the retreating AFRC groups from Makeni northwards and now controls a

csignificant portion of the Makeni-Kabala axis south of the town of Kabala, one
of the only two locations in the Northern Province under the Government's
control.

8. These serious violations of the ceasefire have been condemned by the Joint
Monitoring Commission (JMC) and were strongly protested through public
state~ents by my Special Representative. Regional leaders, including President
Olusegun Obasanjo of Nigeria, also appealed to the parties to stop their
military confrontation. To date, RUF remains in control of Makeni and troop
movements continue. Efforts to re-establish an Economic Community of West
Afric.~ States Ceasefire Monitoring Group (ECOMOG) presence in this town failed
when a company of ECOMOG troops was withdrawn in response to hostile public
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statements by Foday Sankah and Sam Bockarie. However, the same company was
deployed at Lunsar on 30 November.

9. On 28 and 29 November, an exchange of fire took place between ECOMOG troops
and a group of ex-SLA elements, which had raided the village of Pepel,
20 kilometres East of Lungi. A Ghanian ECOMOG soldier was injured and a rebel
was killed in the incident.

10. The Joint Monitoring Commission, which has met regularly since JUly 1999
under the chairmanship of UNAMSIL, has only recently become fully operational
since RUF assigned a permanent member to the Commission. RUF also did not
cooperate initially with ceasefire monitoring committees (CMCs) established with
the assistance of the United Nations in the areas of Kenema, Bo, Port Loko and
Hastings, and threatened UNAMSIL and ECOMOG personnel when requested to provide
access to some RUF-controlled areas for CMC activities and other tasks.
However, AFRC and RUF representatives to the CMCs have now been appointed and
will be briefed on their tasks in early December. Two incidents of short-term
detention of UNAMSIL patrols by RUF occurred at Segbwema and Buedu as a result
of RUF insistence that no movement may take place without its explicit
permission.

11. ECOMOG troops have continued to fulfil their vital tasks of providing
security at Freetown and Lungi as well as to many new areas in the southern
parts of the country. Some clashes occurred between ECOMOG troops and small
groups of armed rebels during the reporting period. ECOMOG also continued to
maintain contacts with RUF/AFRC field~6mmanders, and provided some logistical
assistance to the Government related to peace efforts, including visits of
Mr. Sankoh and Mr. Koroma to the countryside. ECOMOG has also provided support
to facilitate humanitarian assistance and to assist released abductees and
displaced persons. UNAMSIL military observers continued to work closely with
ECOMOG in monitoring the military and security situation in Sierra Leone and in
the implementation of the disarmament, demobilization and. reintegration
programme.

IV. DISARMAMENT AND DEMOBILIZATION

1.2. The disarmament, demobilization ~d reintegration (DDR) programme was
officially launched on 20 October by president Kabbah, marked by the disarmament
in Freetown of a symbolic number of combatants from the former rebel forces and
the Civil Defence Forces (CDF). The first phase of the programme started on
4 November, when four new demobilization centres were opened at Port Loko (with
separate centres for RUF/AFRC and CDF), Daru (RUF/AFRC) and Kenema .(CDF), in
addition to the long-standing camp at·Lungi. In each area, several reception
sites are operational and are set up to disarm combatants before their transfer
to the demobilization centres. UNAMSILhas deployed between 1.2 and 25 military
observers at each location and works closely with the Government, ECOMOG and the
United Kingdom Department for International Development (DFID).

i . .
1.3. The initial response to the start of the DDR programme has been very poor.
However, after an additional appeal by Mr. Sankoh on 25 and 26 November to RUF
fighters at.Port Loko and Lunsar, the number of their ex-combatants reporting to
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the lJDR camp at Port Loko rose significantly, which caused some strain on the
mana!3"ement of the camp. As at 30 November, out of an estimated total of
45,000 fighters, 658 AFRC/ex-SLA, J.,469 RUF and 518 CDF ex-combatants have been
regi/3tered in demobilization centres, in addition to the 1,572 ex-combatants
regil3tered at Lungi. Of the registered ex-combatants, 454 AFRC/ex-SLA/RUF and
92 Q)F combatants were children. As of 2 December, the total number of
ex-c()mbatants registered at the DDR sites stood at 4, 2J.7, and the ratio of
surrendered weapons to ex-combatants was about 1:4. Mr. Sankoh indicated that
RUF rnight suspend its participation in disarmament in view of the poor response
of the other groups.

~4. So far, no RUF combatants have reported for disarmament in the areas of
theiJ: eastern strongholds around Daru. These troops are under direct command of
Sam Bockarie, a key RUF commander, who has publicly stated that the troops under
his Gommand will not disarm unless Nigerian ECOMOG troops withdraw from the
country. He has also stated that he will resist any attempts at forced
disarmament by United Nations troops.

15. In spite of the progress described above, the DDR process continues to
suffE!r because of several security and organizational problems. continuing
movement of RUF troops and the fighting at Makeni have deepened mistrust among
the rebels, which has prevented the establishment of a climate of confidence
which would encourage ex-combatants to enter the DDR programme. In spite of
Mr. Sankoh's public appeals, doubts remain with regard to the RUF commitment to
the DDR programme. There is also a lack of understanding among combatants about
the provisions of the DDR programme, especially concerning financial support and
provisions for reintegration, which requires urgent strengthening of relevant
publi.c information programmes. ONAMSIL, for its part, has stepped up its own
public information efforts in support of the peace process.

~6. Recently, there have been several worrying incidents of unrest among the
ex-cc,mbatants of the Lungi and Port Loko demobilization centres, partly as a
result of a lack of information about the reintegration programme, but also
becau.se the ex-combatants have already spent several weeks or months of
encarrpment without any necessary financial assistance for modest expenses or to
provide for families and dependents who tend to accompany combatants to the
demobilization centres. These issues need to be addressed urgently not only to
prevent unrest among ex-combatants but also to make the disarmament programme
more attractive for those who have not yet surrendered their arms. In addition,

c. it is important to accelerate the demobilization process in order to avoid a
prolonged presence of former fighters in the camps. Serious delays could occur
unless a comprehensive plan for reintegration is developed and the necessary
arrangements are put in place. .

J.7. The National committee for Disarmament, Demobilization and Reintegration
(NCDDR), the main policy body in which all key stakeholders are represented
(Government, RUF, AFRC, United Nations, ECOMOG and donor representatives), has

met weekly to review ways of accelerating the DDR process and provide guidance
to the programme. As a result, sensitization efforts have been stepped up, and
the RUF/AFRC leadership has received strong encouragement to ensure that their
forces participate in the DDR programme. NCDDR also set lS December as the date
at which the phase of disarmament of all ex-combatants should be completed.

I . ..
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18. since the camps at Port Loko have now reached full capacity, efforts are
under way to establish demobilization centres at Kambia, Makeni and Magburaka
once cooperation from RUF is forthcoming. As the number of ex-combatants
joining the DDR programme is rising, it has become apparent that strong
coordination and leadership is needed to keep the process on course and maintain
a level of stability throughout the country. I therefore appeal to the
Government of Sierra Leone, to rebel groups and to all agencies involved to step
up their efforts to expedite the implementation of the programme.

19. According to World Bank estimates, the financial support to the DDR
programme as of 2 December stands at US$ 5.6 million in committed resources from
the United Kingdom to the Multi-Donor Trust Fund (MDTF) administered by the
World Bank on behalf of the Government and an additional US$ 4.3 million in
confirmed pledges to MDTF from the Governments of Norway (US$ 1 million),
Germany (US$ 1 million), Canada (US$ 1.7 million) and Italy (US$ 0.6 million).
Approximately US$ ~5 million has been made available in parallel or co-financing
support, including US$ 7 million from the World Bank through a community
reintegration and rehabilitation project, US$ 3.5 million from DFID for camp
management, a proposal for US$ 2.7 million from WFP for the feeding of encamped
ex-combatants and a US$ 2 million appeal for activities aimed at child
ex-combatants in the year 2000. The Government of Japan has made US$ ~ million
available for DDR activities through the United Nations trust fund. While the
contributions made are encouraging signs of the international community's
commitment to help the Sierra Leonean people, I should like to reiterate my
strong appeal to donors to contribute to the World Bank MDTF in order to meet
the total of US$ 50 million needed for the DDR process.

V. HUMAN RIGHTS

20. The human 'rights situation in Sierra Leone has also deteriorated markedly
in recent weeks. Since early October ~999, there has been an escalation of
attacks on civilians by former rebel elements in the areas west of the accra
Hills, along the Lungi-port Loko road, as well as around Kabala and in parts of
Koinadugu. The attacks frequently involve rape, abduction and harassment, in
addition to looting and destruction of property. The frequency of attacks on
civilians continues to impede freedom of movement in many locations and to
prompt the displacement of.people.

_.,l. .• ' _.

21. ·,In particular, fighting between RUF and ex-SLA elements at Makeni, Lunsar
and in othe~ northern areas has resulted in serious abuses of the rights of the
affected civilian communities. During the clashes at Makeni and Lunsar a number
of civilians were killed, women were raped and there was widespread looting,
including of the property of humanitarian organizations. In October, a group of
some 40 humanitarian workers were prevented by RUF elements from leaving Makeni
for four days. Reports received in recent weeks from Makeni and Lunsar, as well
as from other locations under RUF control, such as Magburaka and Fadugu, suggest
that the remaining civilian populations are subject to a harsh system of civil.
control, with severe punishments, including execution or threat of execution for
those accused of offences, and the imposition of arduous food levies. Both
national and international staff of humanitarian organizations have been
subjected to threats and intimidation. One organization was obliged to cease
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operating in Makeni following threats against its personnel delivered by
Mr. Sankoh and senior RUF personnel on 1.5 November.

22. Commitments entered into under the Lome Agreement and subsequent
reaffirmation notwithstanding, both RUF and AFRC have shown great reluctance to
release adult and child abductees. Only some l,OOO adults and children have
beer~ released so far. Considerable numbers are still in captivity. For
inst.ance, more than 2,000 children are registered as missing from the Western
Area. since the rebel incursion of January 1999. Child fighters, including
abdu.ctees, were still being sent into combat as recently as October, when a
number of lS-year-old boys were injured in combat with other AFRC elements.

23. Commendable efforts are being made to establish an effective and democratic
police force in Sierra Leone. The newly appointed Inspector General of the
national police has initiated a number of important human rights-related
investigations and is promoting the development of enhanced human rights
sensitivity within the force. The United Nations is redeploying a small team of
civil police advisers, who will coordinate with other international efforts to
advise the Government of Sierra Leone and local police officials on police
practice, training, re-equipment and recruitment.

24. UNAMSIL is also working closely with consultants provided by the Office of
the Gnited Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights to facilitate the
establishment of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission and the Human Rights
Commission, both of which are to be set up pursuant to the provisions of the
Lome Agreement. At the request of the Government, the Office of the High
Commissioner is developing draft statutes for these Commissions which will be
presented to the Government of Sierra Leone. The Office has also commissioned a
consultant to study the nexus between the Truth and Reconciliation Commission
and a possible international commission of inquiry into human rights violations.

VI. HUMANITARIAN SITUATION

25. Deteriorating security conditions throughout the country have reversed
gains in access and prevented further expansion of humanitarian activity despite
commitments by all parties of the Lome Agreement to allow unhindered access
countrywide. In particular, during the October RUF/AFRC clashes at Makeni,
hUIDro1itarian agencies were targeted for looting and harassment. Much of the
stol(~n property has not yet been returned. A further result of the fighting has
been the displacement of more than 1,500 civilians to Kabala and the suspension
of aZ3sistance to vulnerable groups. Disturbingly high rates of malnutrition
previously assessed in other areas of the northern and eastern provinces remain
unaddressed.

26. Humanitarian organizations attempting to re-establish programme activities
in the area of Makeni following the October clashes have been forced to withdraw
due t:o threats and harassment by RUF commanders. In addition, on 17 November a
vehi(~le belonging to an international NGO was ambushed along the Port Loko-Lungi
highvvay. Its occupants were abducted and badly treated. Regular attacks on
villages in this area have led to an increase of internally displaced persons
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along the Port Loko-Lungi axis. However, insecurity along the highway continues
to impede the delivery of humanitarian supplies.

27. Attempts to gain access into these areas continue, including efforts to
upgrade roads to allow for large-scale food distributions and other programmes
in the Eastern Province. It is obvious that without sustained and convincing
action by AFRC and RUF leaders to stem these incidents, the delivery of
humanitarian assistance beyond the western area and southern provinces will
remain extremely difficult. The deterioration of the security situation has
also stalled plans to commence monitoring and assistance to internally displaced
persons and returnees.

28. From 7 to 11 November, a multi-donor mission led by Caroline McAskie,
Officer-in-Charge of the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs of
the Secretariat, visited Sierra Leone and Guinea to determine how best the
international donor community could support the peace process. In addition to .
exploring support for the DDR programme, the mission's findings highlighted the
need for a swift and vigorous humanitarian response if access increases
dramatically, as well as immediate reintegration programmes for ex-combatants in
tandem with support to Sierra Leonean communities. The Consolidated
Inter-Agency Appeal for the year 2000, launched on 23 November at Geneva,
requests $71 million in support of humanitarian activities.

VII. DEPLOYMENT OF UNAMSIL

29. In line with Security Council resolution 1260 (1999) of 20 August 1999, the
civilian component of UNAMSIL is being strengthened with the deployment of
additional political affairs and human rights officers, as well as the
establishment of public information and civil affairs sections. The chief civil
aff~irs officer has arrived in Freetown and has begun developing the programme
of work, which should have its offices throughout the country. A senior Child
Protection Adviser will be deployed shortly to ensure adequate and sustained
attention to child rights and protection.

30. More than 200 military observers and a 15-member medical team are currently
deployed at mission headquarters at Freetown, Hastings, Lungi, Port Loko, Bo,
Kenema and Daru. Immediately after the adoption of Security Council resolution
1270 (1999), a United Nations' technical team was dispatched to sierra Leone in
late October to assist the Observer Mission in preparing for the deployment of
the mandated 6,000 United Nations troops. Despite the very tight timetab1e,
preparation for the deployment of military contingents has progressed
effectively, partly as a result of the excellent cooperation provided by the
Government of Sierra Leone. By mid-November, reconnaissance parties from India
and Kenya for the deployment of their troops had completed their tasks, and had
drawn up plans for the deployment of the Indian and Kenyan battalions in
Koidu/Kailahun and Makeni/Magburaka by December. The final decisions on
deployment of various contingents will take into account security conditions on
the ground. Meanwhile, the first contingent of 130 Kenyan troops arrived at
Freetown on 29 November. Active preparations continue for the deployment of
troops and military observers made available to UNAMSIL by the Governments of
Nigeria, Ghana and Guinea. The Secretariat believes that it will be crucial to
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expedite the deployment of these military personnel. A status of forces
agreement is being finalized at Headquarters and will shortly be submitted to
the Government of Sierra Leone.

31. The Special Representative of the Secretary-General and the United Nations
country team have continued to work on developing the modalities for the
implemen.tation of the strategic framework for Sierra Leone. An initial draft
plan for the strategic framework approach is expected to be completed by the end
of December.

-c. - ,. J '.".

32. On 19 November, I appointed Oluyemi Adeniji (Nigeria) as my Special
Representative in Sierra Leone. Mr. Adeniji has most recently served as my
Special Representative for the Central African Republic. I have also appointed
Majc,r-General Vijay Kumar Jetley (India) as Force Commander of UNAMSIL. Both
men are expected to assume their duties at Freetown in the first half of
December. I would like to pay special tribute to my outgoing Special
Representative, Francis Okelo, who has discharged his duties under often very
difficult conditions, and I am most grateful for his leadership during the peace
process which included the signing of the Lome Agreement.

VIII. OBSERVATIONS

33. Undeniably, some progress has been made in the implementation of the Lome
Agreement with the return of the RUF and AFRC leadership to Sierra Leone, the
establishment of the Government of National Unity, the provisional registration
of ROF as a political party, and a recent increase of the number of
ex-combatants registering for the DDR programme.

34. However, serious human rights abuses, ceasefire violations, including
fighting between RUF and AFRC, extensive movement of troops and weapons by the
form'~r and the targeting of humanitarian personnel give cause for very serious
concern. The continued violence against the people of Sierra Leone and
international personnel is unacceptable and perpetrators should expect to be
held accountable for their actions. The RUF and AFRC leadership as well as all
their local commanders should prove by their actions that they are indeed
committed to the peace process, in particular to the complete cessation of
hostilities and international human rights standards and humanitarian law,
including the release of all abductees as specified in the Lome Agreement.

35. Despite some improvements, the humanitarian crisis in sierra Leone
cont~nues unabated. In addition, some national and international humanitarian
personnel have suffered harassment, assault and even detention at the hands of
the former rebel forces. The Lome Peace Agreement clearly commits all former
parties to the conflict to providing safe and unhindered access for humanitarian
inte~~entions. Yet the delivery of assistance continues to be obstructed by
arbitrary clearance procedures and threats. This should stop.

36. While the United Nations expedites the deployment of its troops in Sierra
Leone, ECOMOG is expected to continue to playa critical role in providing
national security functions as well as assisting the DDR process, as envisaged
in the Lome Agreement. To this end, it will be required to maintain a credible
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force of several thousand troops. I would like to commend ECOMOG, once again,
for its continued efforts in support of the Government and people of Sierra
Leone. I therefore would like to renew my strong appeal to donors to provide
ECOMOG with much-needed support in order to allow it the means to effectively
perform its indispensable tasks.

37. I also should like to express my appreciation for the important involvement
of regional leaders in the Sierra Leonean peace process, and I should like to
encourage them to continue to support the efforts of the Government of Sierra
Leone, the international community and other stakeholders to bring peace to this
battered country.

38. There is also an urgent need to strengthen and accelerate the process of
disarmament, demobilization and reintegration of ex-combatants and to enhance
the coordination of these crucial activities. I welcome the progress made by
the Government· of Sierra Leone and the invaluable contributions of the donor
community, especially the Government of the United Kingdom and the World Bank,
in establishing the necessary demobilization facilities. I encourage all
concerned to continue their efforts to build confidence among the parties,
increase awareness of the procedures and benefits of the DDR programme and
improve the links between the various steps in the programme. I have already
asked UNAMSIL to step up its efforts in support of these crucial aspects of the
peace process.

39. The commitments of the parties to the Lome Agreement will be put to the
test in the coming crucial period. Now that the main mechanisms for ceasefire
monitoring and disarmament are in place, the responsibility rests with the
leaders of the rebel movements to advance the peace process in Sierra Leone.
The rebel movements now take part in the Government and should work in it
towards a durable peace. I believe that any efforts in this regard will meet
with the support of the international community. The United Nations, in close
cooperation with ECOMOG, stands· ready to do its part.

40. I should like, once again, to express my appreciation to my Special
Representative, Francis Okelo, to the Chief Military Observer, Brigadier-General
Subhash C. Joshi, and to all the military and civilian personnel of UNAMSIL for
their unwavering commitment and efforts under difficult circumstances.

/ ...
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81. Record of Deaths 1 - 19 January 1999, Births and Deaths Registry, Freetown, Sierra
Leone
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Speech by the President of Sierra Leone
His Excellency, Alhaji Dr. Ahmad Tejan Kabbah

at the ceremony marking the conclusion of
disarmament and the destruction of weapons

Lungi, 18 January 2002

Never before since March 1996 when I took the solemn oath of office to lead this nation have I
been so moved by a public ceremony as the one we are witnessing here today. It is indeed an
honour and a great privilege for me to stand here and serve as host for this awe-inspiring
declaration of peace in Sierra Leone.

Not too long ago, the flames of war were mercilessly consuming thousands of innocent lives and
countless property in several parts of our country. Today, we are happy that those flames of war
have been extinguished, and that now we are about to watch the flames of peace, destroy some of
the implements of war. What a relief! The ceremony marks the symbolic conclusion of the
disarmament process, and an historic expression of our deep sense of national triumph.

The presence of some of my colleagues, President John Kufour and so many Foreign and Defence
Ministers underscores the significance of the occasion. I should, therefore, on behalf of the people
of Sierra Leone, and on my own personal behalf, start by extending a warm welcome to you all.
We also welcome the Executive Secretary of ECOWAS, Dr. Mohamed Chambers, and high level
representatives of other leaders and heads of organizations who would have also liked to join us
here today, but were unable to do us because of pressing commitments. I have no doubt that they
also associate themselves with the spirit of this ceremony.

The conflict that has just formally ended was essentially an internal conflict. However, no one
should underestimate its regional and international dimensions and implications. So let me touch
briefly on the roles ofECOWAS, the United Nations and the rest of the international community.

Today, as we celebrate the dawn of lasting peace and security in Sierra Leone, we are also
symbolically erecting a new milestone on the road to peace and stability in the West African sub
region. The events in the past ten to twelve years have shown that the proverbial 'we are our
neighbour's keeper' has become more relevant to the situation in our sub-region.

To our sister states of ECOWAS, it is an understatement to say that you have given true meaning
to the concept of collective regional security. The mandate that ECOWAS received from the UN
Security Council in resolution 1132 (1997), under Chapter VIII of the Charter of the United
Nations, to enforce and monitor implementation of the arms and oil embargo against the rebel
military junta, was a landmark decision. It was an acknowledgement of the capacity of ECOWAS
as an instrument of conflict resolution in the international system. It turned out to be one of the
stepping stones towards the peace process in Sierra Leone.

I should like to pay special tribute to those States, members of ECOWAS, that have advanced the
cause of peace in Sierra Leone, as troop contributors to ECOMOG; in particular, Nigeria, Guinea,
Ghana and Mali; or as facilitators and hosts of peace talks, especially Cote d'Ivoire and Togo. To
other states of the Community that demonstrated their solidarity with the people of Sierra Leone

http://www.sierra-1eone.org/kabbahO11802.html 4/28/2004



President Kabbah: Speech at Conclusion of Disarmament - 18 January 2002 - Sierra Leon... Page 2 of 5

throughout the conflict, we salute you.

We remember those ECOMOG soldiers who made the supreme sacrifice of giving up their own
lives so that our children can live in peace. We renew our assurances to their families and
respective governments that their memories will for ever remain in our hearts. I would like to
reassure you that every Sierra Leonean knows that without ECOWAS and its monitoring group,
ECOMOG, the prospects for disarmament and peace would have been extremely bleak.

Let me however, point out, that notwithstanding the resounding success of ECOWAS in Sierra
Leone, the organization is facing a serious challenge to its principal mission, namely "to promote
regional integration in all fields of economic activity." There are still elements of threats to peace
in our sub-region. These include the illicit transfer of arms and ammunition, the illicit trade in
diamonds and other natural resources to fuel or prolong armed conflict and in the process reek
havoc on innocent and defenceless civilians. These cruel and destabilizing activities are an
anomaly. They continue to impede development. They must be eliminated so that we can devote
all our energy, collectively, to the task of lifting our peoples out of the bondage of abject poverty.

As we watch a collection of arms and ammunition go up in flames, we must remind ourselves of
the need to faithfully respect the ECOWAS Moratorium on the Importation, Exportation and
Manufacture of Light Weapons in West Africa. We must see the Moratorium as both a security
mechanism, and a catalyst of economic and social development in West Africa. Sierra Leone
wholeheartedly endorsed the action taken last July to extend the Moratorium for another three
years.

Excellencies, please allow me on this occasion to appeal to all members of ECOWAS and the
inter-state groupings within the Community, for a new commitment not only to the principles of
good neighbourliness, but more importantly to the ideals of brotherhood. We, the leaders of our
respective nations in the sub-region often refer to each other as brothers. Let us use the success
that we are celebrating today as a source of inspiration to work harder in strengthening the family
and other ties that bind us as one great community of peoples.

Excellencies, distinguished guests:

The people of Sierra Leone are equally grateful to the United Nations and the rest of the
international community, for their support in making this celebration possible. We acknowledge
that long before the outbreak of the rebel war, many of your representatives were here in this
country as partners in development, helping us to take care of the health and welfare of our
children; working hand in hand with our own nationals to construct roads and bridges, equip
schools and hospitals, develop high yielding seeds for greater food production; and building the
capacity of Sierra Leoneans to be economically self-sufficient.

In the course of the war, international organizations provided essential humanitarian relief to
thousands of Sierra Leonean refugees and the internally displaced. They have also lent their
support in rehabilitation and reconstruction programmes. We must confess though that there were
times in the course of the armed conflict when many of our people thought that we were being
abandoned, or that our cry for help was perhaps not loud enough to prod the world to provide the
quality and quantum of response that our precarious situation required. There were other
occasions when the average Sierra Leonean felt that repeated requests for urgent international
assistance to enable ECOMOG to do the job would never materialize. Secretary-General Kofi
Annan once had to make a plea that the international community must not fail the people of Sierra
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Leone.

However, as I often observe, Sierra Leone has tested the capacity of the United Nations, and
indeed the international community, to respond to the major challenges of our times in the areas of
peacekeeping, humanitarian relief, the protection of human rights and the administration of
justice. Your overall response to those challenges has been extraordinary. This is reflected in the
operations of UNAMSIL, in the activities of such agencies as UNHCR and UNICEF, and more
recently in the decision to establish the Special Court. For these and other forms of assistance, we
are profoundly grateful. Without the contribution of the various organizations and agencies,
governmental and non-governmental, most of us would not have lived to see this glorious day.

In thanking all countries that have contributed troops and to UNAMSIL, let me also on this
occasion renew our expression of deepest sympathy to the families and governments of the
UNAMSIL peacekeepers who lost their lives in the service of the United Nations on our soil.

To the United Nations and the international community, I must reiterate that the process of
disarmament is formally over. However, the equally formidable tasks of reintegration and
rehabilitation have only just begun. In this connection, I wish to draw your attention to the recent
observation by Secretary-General Kofi Annan that "the limited availability of reintegration
opportunities for ex-combatants, as a result of inadequate funds, remains a source of serious
concern." We could not agree with him more.

The international community cannot afford to create another feeling of abandonment in the minds
of Sierra Leoneans, especially the young ex-combatants and those who could be described as non
combatants. We therefore appeal to the international community to remain engaged in our efforts
to consolidate the peace in Sierra Leone. We know from experience that the timeliness and level
of international assistance often determine the course of events in conflict and post-conflict
situations. We continue to count on your support.

Excellencies, distinguished guests:

Sierra Leone has many friends within the international community. But we also have some very
very good and faithful friends; friends whom we are obliged to single out for special
commendation by name on an occasion such as this. I refer to the United Kingdom, the Federal
Republic of Nigeria, the United States of America and the Peoples Republic of China. The
Governments and peoples of these friendly States deserve separate chapters in the history of our
transition from war to peace. As the old adage goes, "a friend in need is a friend indeed."

Now, to you my compatriots, this is the day we have all been patiently waiting for. As I told you
two Sundays ago, the rest of the world has been impressed by our resilience. Your courage has
been exemplary. You fought hard, not merely to defend your right to live but also to uphold the
principles of democratic governance and the rule of law. A few individuals declared war and used
others to wage and prolong the senseless war. We continue to maintain that your response was an
act of legitimate self-defence.

We have learned the hard way that the paths to disarmament and peace are not paved with gold.
There was considerable loss of life and destruction of property. We encountered obstacles of
various dimensions, such as intransigence, bad faith, greed, fear, apprehension, and in some
instances financial constraints. There were inordinate delays and detours on the road. Today, we
can take pride in the fact that we have at last arrived at a stage where for the first time in more
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than ten years, we can confidently speak about real peace and security.

This ceremony marking the symbolic conclusion of disarmament, and in celebration of peace, is
so important for every one of us, that we intend to replicate it in other parts of the country over the
next several days. Many of those who are not present here today will also have the opportunity to
witness and be part of the celebration of this dramatic change in the history of Sierra Leone.

Fellow compatriots as the celebration continues, we are about to face our first major challenge in
the area of peaceful political transition, namely Presidential and Parliamentary elections. The
elections will test our ability to apply the new culture of peace that we recently embraced in our
relations with each other. The forthcoming electoral process will test our patriotism, our
determination to put armed conflict behind us, to renounce violence as a means of bringing about
political or any other change in this country. If we really appreciate peace, we should live and
practice peace.

Let me take this opportunity to reiterate that election is not a war. The war is over. What we are
about to embark upon on is a friendly contest. Election is a process by which we should freely and
peacefully choose those who we believe are qualified to assume the heavy responsibility of
serving this nation.

I am confident that guided by the lessons of the past ten years, and inspired by this symbolic but
momentous occasion we are witnessing today, the forthcoming elections will be free and fair, and
will be the most peaceful in the history of our beloved country.

Fellow compatriots, another test that we must pass is in the area of reconciliation and justice. We
must recognize that justice and reconciliation are major components of peace. Furthermore, the
administration of justice is an integral part of the process of national reconciliation. If we really
want to consolidate the peace, if we really want to facilitate the process of national reconciliation,
we must be prepared to deal effectively with the trauma, the emotional pain resulting from that
bitter conflict. One principal institution designed for this purpose is of course the Truth and
Reconciliation Commission (TRC). We should all look forward to its proceedings, and the
outcome of its work.

And speaking of reconciliation brings me to the issue of the Special Court which, I must
emphasize, is part of the process of national reconciliation. One cannot speak about the need for
national reconciliation, and at the same time ignore or dismiss the moral and constitutional
imperative of upholding the rule of law. The Special Court is about accountability. It is about
justice. I should add however, that justice is not merely an act of punishment, of revenge or of
retribution. In our situation it is a means of dealing with impunity. It is also a means of ensuring
that at all times, the human rights of every individual, including those who are caught up in armed
conflict, are respected and protected.

Excellencies, distinguished guests, fellow Sierra Leoneans,

On this auspicious occasion, I have spoken about peace in Sierra Leone and the roles of our sub
regional organization, the United Nations and the rest of the international community, as well as
our own effort in securing the peace that we are here to celebrate. I spoke about arms, about war,
and about the need for peaceful political change through free and fair elections. I also dwelt on
what I consider our collective responsibility to cooperate in consolidating the gains we have made
through, among other things, such components of peace as justice, the rule of law, protection of
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human rights, national reconciliation and the maintenance of an open society.

I must pause here to explain the concept of an open society. An open society and civil society are
often confused with each other. Actually, a healthy civil society is part of an open society, but
only a part. We are told that an open society also needs a democratic government and a private
sector that is independent of the government. To safeguard these elements it needs the rule oflaw.

We must note however, that peace and reconciliation cannot be imposed, it cannot be decreed, and
it cannot be established by legislation or by commission. Peace and forgiveness must come from
the hearts and minds ofthe people concerned, namely, us Sierra Leoneans.

Excellencies, distinguished ladies and gentlemen:

The main thrust of my remarks could be summarized in the following profound words of wisdom
from His Holiness Pope John Paul II. They were addressed to the diplomatic corps accredited to
the Holy See four years ago this month. His Holiness said:

"If violent attainment of power becomes the norm, if insistence on ethnic
consideration continues to override all concerns, if democratic representation is
systematically put aside, if corruption and arms trade continue to rage, then Africa
will never experience peace and development, and future generations will mercilessly
judge these pages of African history."

The message was for Africa, from someone of high repute who sees himself as a friend of Africa.
I believe that it is also appropriate for this particular gathering.

Thank you once again for your presence and support in our continued search for sustainable
peace, security and the development of this country.
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