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[ RUFLFEBOSA- DG

Tuesday, 26 February 2008

[ Open session]

[ The accused present]

[ Upon conmencing at 9.45 a.m]

[ The witness entered Court]

W TNESS: DI S-103 [ Conti nued]

[ The witness answered through interpreter]
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Learned counsel, good norning. M

Wt ness, good norning.

THE WTNESS: Good norning, sir, My Lord.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: How are you? You are |ooking cold.

are | ooking battered by cold.
THE WTNESS:. Yes, sir. Yes, sir.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: M Hardaway you' ve heard his

MR HARDAWAY: Yes | have, Your Honour.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: So you better rescue him You better

to his rescue.

MR HARDAWAY: | don't know if | can Your Honour, since

now been officially sworn in.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: You know what | nean.
MR HARDAVAY: | understand, Your Honour

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes, right. M Hardaway, you nay

to conclude your cross-exam nation of this wtness please.
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MR HARDAWAY: Thank you, Your Honour

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: You have how many nore minutes to

concl ude?
MR HARDAWAY: | woul d say an hour or |ess, Your Honour
But, as |'ve inforned Defence counsel, | always tend to
SCSL - TRI AL CHAMBER |
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over esti mat e.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Right. GCh, you have al ready inforned

for how long you' Il be on your feet?

MR HARDAWAY: Roughly yes, Your Honour

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: | hope it helps himtoo, you know, to
organi se his next w tnesses.

MR HARDAWAY: Under stood Your Honour

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Right. Yes, please proceed.

MR HARDAWAY: Thank you

CRGOSS- EXAM NED BY MR HARDAWAY:

MR HARDAWAY
Q M Wtness, good norning, sir.
A Good norning, sir.

Q Wien we broke off yesterday, M Wtness, we were talking
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about the tine you were neeting |ssa Sesay in Mkeni; do you

r emenber ?
A Yes, sir.
Q Now, it was at that neeting that |ssa Sesay nade you a

|ieutenant-colonel in the RUF; is that correct?
A That is correct, sir.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: | just wanted to let you knowthis is

third tine the witness is testifying to this fact
MR HARDAWAY:  Under st ood, Your Honour

PRESI DI NG JUDGE:  Yes.

MR HARDAWAY:
Q And at that meeting he also let you keep control of the
in the CDF -- over your nen in the CDF; is that also correct?
A That is correct, sir.
Q And it would also be correct to say that as a result of
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your appoi ntment by |ssa Sesay, that you pledged your loyalty

| ssa Sesay and the RUF; is that correct?

A It's not because of the appointnment that | have loyalty
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him See, what he told nme about the safety of ny people --
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Now listen, listen. D d he have any
| oyalty? Move the appointnment. Separate the two questions.
MR HARDAWAY:  Yes, Your Honour.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Because | don't want us to divert you
see, let's be focused.
MR HARDAWAY:  Under st ood Your Honour.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: M Wtness, | want us to be focused.

VWhen we woul d need an expl anation fromyou, or you want to

one, we will allowyou to do this. But please answer the
question directly as it is put to you; do understand ne?

THE W TNESS: Ckay, sir, My Lord.

MR HARDAWAY:
Q After that neeting with Issa Sesay, you becane |oyal to

| ssa Sesay and the RUF; is that correct?

A Yes, sir. That's correct.

Q Now, after your neeting with |Issa Sesay you went back to
Masi ngbi; is that also correct?

A That is correct, sir.

Q And it was at Masingbi that you heard that Major Poison
nmol esting civilians and nenbers of the CDF as well; also

A VWhen | arrived at Masingbi | net that conplaint. That

correct, sir.
Q And by the tine you returned to Masingbi, you outranked

Maj or Poi son, didn't you?
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Q But you did not say anything to Mjor Poison; isn't that

al so correct?

A | did not tell himabout that, but the man that went

me who was Kallon, he infornmed ne about that.

Q When you heard about Maj or Poison's treatnment of

and the CDF, you did not talk to himabout that; is that

A Vell, it was | and M Mrris Kallon that went. And when
| --

THE | NTERPRETER:  Your Honours, would the w tness be
instructed to go slow?

MR HARDAWAY: M Wtness, please go a little slower

as has been nentioned to you before, it nust be interpreted to
everyone in the room okay?

THE W TNESS: Ckay, sir.

MR HARDAWAY:

Now, can you pl ease repeat your answer.

Yes, sir.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Maybe he's forgotten the question



19 you read the question back to him

09: 59: 38 20 MR HARDAVAY: Yes, Your Honour.
21 Q When you returned to Masingbi and you heard that Mjor
22 Poi son was acting against the CDF and the civilians, you did
not
23 talk to himabout that. 1Is --
di g 24 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: He said he did not, yes. He said he
i

10: 00: 05 25 not .

26 MR HARDAWAY: Very wel |, Your Honour.
27 Q And you stated later that it was |ssa Sesay that had
Maj or
28 Poi son flogged for his actions, correct?
29 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: But the w tness wanted to explain
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1 somet hing. He said he did not mention this to himbecause he
2 went with Kallon.
3 MR HARDAWAY: Ri ght.
4 Q Coul d you expand upon that answer please M Wtness?
10: 00:32 5 PRESI DI NG JUDGE:  Yes.
6 THE WTNESS: | want to explain that part, sir.
7 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes, please do.

8 THE W TNESS: Wen we arrived at Masingbi, it was | and
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Kallon that arrived at Masingbi. Wen | received the

| pass this through Kallon. So at that time | did not talk to

Maj or Poi son, to answer your question.

MR HARDAWAY:
Q kay. So Morris Kallon was your superior; is that
A Yes.
Q Now you had al so stated that it was |Issa Sesay that had

Maj or Poi son fl ogged because of his actions; is that also

correct?

A After one day when they sent to Issa Sesay, |ssa Sesay
to Masingbi. Yes, it was |ssa Sesay who nade the Poison to be
f 1 ogged.

Q I put it to you, M Wtness, that Major Poison was never

puni shed for the actions he comritted against the civilians

the CDF; how do you respond, sir?

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: He says he was puni shed. Do you want

to say no?
MR HARDAWAY: Well, just putting the case Your Honour.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Right.

THE WTNESS: Yes, sir. To my own know edge, what | saw

Masi ngbi, Issa Sesay he nearly wanted to shoot at the nan.

SCSL - TRIAL CHAMBER |
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man ran away. He nade himto be tied. He was beaten before

eyes. | saw that in Masingbi Town.
MR HARDAWAY
Q Now, M Wtness, during the time that you were with the

RUF, fromthe time you were captured until the end of the war
did you ever hear of the term Operation No Living Thing?

A Since | was captured | was with themin Masingbi up to

time of the peace. | never heard that word. | never heard

word anongst them
Q Bef ore you were captured by the RUF, have you ever heard
the term Qperation No Living Thing?

A To understand the question, was it with regards to the

or the junta?

Q At any point before your capture, did you hear of

No Living Thing?

A Well, yes before | was captured, yes | heard that word.
Q And you woul d be correct to say that you heard this word
Operation No Living Thing, in late 1998; isn't that correct?
A No, in 1998 | did not hear that word.

Q When did you hear about Operation No Living Thing?

A From 1996, that was the tine | started hearing that
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Q And you heard it in relation to the RUF, isn't that
correct?

A No.

Q What did you hear it in relation to, M Wtness?

A Well, at that tine we heard it during the junta tine.

was the tinme that we heard that word

Q M Wtness, it's your evidence that you' ve seen |ssa
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on several occasions during the course of the war, correct?

A At the time that | was al nost captured or before | was
capt ured?
Q I"I'l clarify that, M Wtness. After you were captured,

you' ve had the occasion to see |ssa Sesay on severa

is that correct?

A | could see himall the tine sir, that's correct.

Q And that on those occasions he had bodyguards, correct?
A Yes, sir, that's correct.

Q I put it to you, M Wtness, that anong |ssa Sesay's
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bodyguards were children under the age of 15; how do you

A | ssa Sesay's bodyguards whom | saw, | did not see any
that was 15 years. | never saw that.
Q Now you al so stated that you saw Morris Kallon on

occasions from 1998 to 2000, correct?
A That is correct, sir.

Q And during these tinmes Morris Kallon al so had

isn't that also correct?
A That's correct, sir.
Q M Wtness, | put to you that anongst Mrris Kallon's

bodyguards were children under the age of 15; how do you

A Well, to me, when | used to see Murris Kallon a | ot of

times, when he would get to ne, when | would cone to him |

saw children who were not up to 15 years. | never saw that.

Q Now, M Wtness, you had also testified that the Mende

Kamaj ors had attacked Masingbi; do you renmenber that part of

your evidence?
A That is correct, sir.

Q And when was this attack?

SCSL - TRI AL CHAMBER |
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A The attack took place in 1999.
Q Do you know the nmonth, sir?

Around January. | cannot recall the date.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: They attacked what town, M Hardaway?
What t own?

MR HARDAWAY: Excuse ne Your Honour | didn't hear you.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: What town did they -- you say they
attack, the Mende sonething --

MR HARDAWAY:  Masi ngbi .

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Masi ngbi, okay.

MR HARDAWAY:
Q And aside fromthe RUF -- the Mende --

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: And it was what year 1990 --

MR HARDAVAY: January 1999, Your Honour.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Thank you.

MR HARDAWAY:
Q Now asi de fromthe RUF, the Mende | and Kammj ors attacked
you and your nen as well; isn't that correct?
A Well, that's correct. Because during that tine we were

at Masingbi. So when they attacked, that was correct.

Q And woul d you agree that one of the reasons why the

| and Kanmj ors attacked you and your nen was that you and your

betrayed the CDF and becane nenbers of the RUF?
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A No. That's not the reason why we were attacked. That

not the reason why we were attacked.

Q I want to nove on now, M Wtness, to your tinme in the

as a lieutenant-col onel, okay?

A Ckay.

Q Now, you would agree with nme that after you were made a
SCSL - TRI AL CHAMBER |
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i eutenant-colonel in the RUF, you had a | ot of

isn't that correct?
A Yes, | had a lot of responsibilities.

Q And anmong those responsibilities would be to go to talk

the civilians in the various towns to convince themto return

their towns and villages; is that correct?

A That is correct, sir.

Q Now, in your evidence, M Wtness, when you tal ked about
the bul gur; do you renenber that?

A | tal ked about that, sir.

Q Did you -- did you have any role in the distribution of
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bul gur after the refugee canp di sbanded in 1998?

A I don't understand the question

Q Did you have any job or any function as it related to
distributing the bulgur fromthe refugee canps in 19982

A I did not have any responsibility to distribute the

The only responsibility that | had, the civilians who cane to

collect the bulgur, | had a role that | played so that they

take the bul gur and go back to the villages so that they could

get sonething to eat. That was ny own responsibility. But I

not have any right or | did not have the power to distribute

I don't have that power at all
Q Now, M Wtness, you would agree with me that you were a
very inportant man in the RUF in Masingbi and the surroundi ng
areas; isn't that correct?
A That's correct.

MR HARDAWAY: | f | may have a noment, Your Honour

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes, you may pl ease.

MR HARDAWAY: Thank you, Your Honour

SCSL - TRIAL CHAMBER |
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Q M Wtness, you had nmentioned that there was farnmng in

Masi ngbi area in 1999; do you remenber that, sir?

A That's correct, sir.

Q And that you had mentioned that along with the town

that xxxxxx was al so involved in the supervision of the

well; is that also correct?
A That's correct, sir.
Q And xxxxxxx was a menber of the CDF with you; is that

correct; when you were both CDF?

A That's correct, sir.

Q And when you were both CDF would it be correct to say
you -- that xxxxxx was under you?

A That's correct, sir.

Q And that when you becanme a nenber of the RUF, XxxXXxxX
served under you as well; is that correct?

A That's correct, sir.

Q Now, in relation to your evidence about farming, sir,

said that the civilians laid a farm before the peace accord;

that correct?

A That's correct, sir.
Q And you further testified if |I'maccurate, that the rice
went to the town -- that the harvest went to the town chi ef

XXXXXXx who distributed it to the civilians according to

instructions fromtheir superiors;

is that also correct?
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A That's correct, sir.

Q M Wtness, | put it to you that the harvest fromthe

in Masingbi went to the fighters and not the civilians; how do
you respond, sir?

A. To what | understand, the rice which was cultivated in
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Masi ngbi, not a single grain went to the fighters. Not a

grain went to Issa. Not a single grain went to Issa. Al the
rice was given to the civilians, see, as far as | know.
Q Now, M Wtness, you had al so nentioned about travel in

Masi ngbi and the surroundi ng areas; do you renenber that?

A That's correct, sir.

Q And you nentioned that civilians could travel, yes?
A That's correct, sir.

Q Now, would it be correct to say that the civilians

pass to travel ?
A Repeat that, sir.

Q For exanple, if a civilian, if sonebody wanted to go

Masi nghi to Kono, did they require a pass?
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A I want to explain a little about that, sir.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Answer the question first. Did they
require a pass?

THE WTNESS: They did not require a pass, as long as

were within the RUF zone.

MR HARDAWAY:
Q Now, if a civilian wanted to go sonewhere outside of the
RUF zone, would --

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: M Hardaway, please, if | nmay.

MR HARDAWAY:  Yes, Your Honour

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: M Wtness, you say that the civilians
did not require a pass, if they were noving in the RUF zone.
What expl anation did you want to nake to that? |Is there any?

THE W TNESS: Yes, My Lord.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: W are ready for the explanation

can we have it?

SCSL - TRIAL CHAMBER |
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THE WTNESS: As regard to the pass that he asked about,

when a civilian wanted to go anywhere he was not required to
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a pass, he should go free. |If a soldier wanted to go in or he
had any of his people that were within --

THE | NTERPRETER: Your Honours, would the w tness be

to repeat and slowy.
MR HARDAWAY: M Wtness, M Wtness, | know you want to

get your information out, but could you pl ease sl ow down so

the interpreters could interpret and could you pl ease repeat

answer, sir.

THE WTNESS: Wen a civilian wanted to go anywhere, he
woul d not take a pass, he was free to go anywhere. |If a
conbatant wanted to go or he wanted to go and greet any of his

famly in the village, he was the one that would take a pass

woul d | eave the gun in Masingbi Town and he would go into the
village with the pass with the tinme that was on the pass and

after the tinme had el apsed, he would come back to Masi ngbi

So if you asked nme about a pass for the civilians, they were

to go anywhere
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Thank you
THE WTNESS: Yes, sir. You're welcone. Yes, My Lord.
MR HARDAWAY:

Q Now, M Wtness, building upon what you've just said,

civilians travel to areas outside of the RUF zone?
A The question is not so clear to ne, repeat that.

Q Let me backtrack a little bit. You said civilians

from Masingbi to Kono; is that correct?
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A That's correct, sir.

Q And according to what you just said civilians did not
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a pass to go from Masingbi to Kono; is that also correct?
A That is correct, sir.

Q It woul d be correct to say that Kono was under RUF

is that correct?

A That's correct, sir.

Q kay. Could a civilian travel to an area that was not
under RUF control ?

A They could travel from RUF zone, to go anywhere where

had not been controlling.

Q And so if a civilian in Masingbi wanted to go to

they would be allowed to do so?

A Yes, sir.

Q And could they do so with a pass or -- |let nme rephrase.
Did they need is a pass to do that?

A I want to explain a little about that.

Q Pl ease, sir.



need

10: 20: 53
woul d

10: 21: 06

trave

this

Page 15

be

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

PRESI DI NG JUDGE:  Yes.
MR WTNESS: To answer your question, when a civilian

wanted to | eave an RUF zone to cone to Freetown, he did not

a pass because that pass would lead to his death because he

say these are the people that had been supporting the RUF so
there was no need for himto be given a pass. They woul d not
gi ve him a pass

MR HARDAVAY
Q And just so that we're clear M Wtness, all of this is
before the signing of the peace accord; is that correct?
A About ?

Q About travelling, about the civilians being able to

to Freetown and being able to travel to Kono w thout a pass,
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was all before the peace accord; is that correct?
A That is correct because they were the ones that had been
comng to --

THE | NTERPRETER:  Your Honours woul d the witness again
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asked to repeat and slowy.
MR HARDAWAY:

Q M Wtness, could you pl ease repeat your answer but

pl ease, sir, please take it slow so that everyone can hear

you' re sayi ng?

A Ckay, sir.
Q Pl ease repeat your answer, sir.
A | said there was no need to give hima pass because if

was coning to Freetown, and what woul d he not have there, and

when he was coning to Freetown he would go with it, so they

free to go anywhere

Q So M Wtness, when | put it to you that civilians were

free to travel outside of RUF areas, you would disagree with

is that correct?

A To ny own understanding, for the travel of civilians,

were free to go anywhere. See, if you left RUF zone you coul d

come to Freetown, you' d conme from Freetown and you' d go back

are free.
MR HARDAWAY: May | have a nonent please, Your Honour?
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes, please. Yes.
MR HARDAWAY: Thank you, Your Honours.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yeah
MR HARDAWAY:
Q M Wtness, did you ever hear of Morris Kallon going to

Kono to engage in m ning?
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1 A. No.
2 Q Did you ever hear of Mrris Kallon ordering the deaths
of
3 civilians in Kono?
4 A No, sir. | never heard that and | never saw that with
ny

10:24:56 5 eyes.

6 Q And did you ever hear of Morris Kallon hinself killing
7 civilians in Kono?

8 A No, sir. | never saw that and | never heard that.

9 Q It would be correct to say, M Wtness, that during the

10: 25: 20 10 time you spent with Mrris Kallon from 1999 to 2000, that you

11 became friends with him isn't that correct?
12 A. That is correct, sir.
13 Q And it would be correct to say that you are stil
friends

14 with Morris Kallon today; isn't that also correct?

10: 25: 41 15 A That's correct, sir.
16 Q Now you had nentioned that Mrris Kallon hel ped save the
17 life of your father's brother; is that also correct?

18 A That's correct, sir, at Masingbi Town.



19 Q And it would be correct to say that you are grateful for

10: 26: 13 20 Morris Kallon saving the life of your father's brother?

21 A Repeat that, sir.
22 Q It would be correct to say, M Wtness, that you were
23 grateful for Mrris Kallon saving the life of your father's
24 brother; is that correct?

10: 26: 40 25 A To explain a little about that, sir --
26 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Wre you grateful, or you were not
27 grateful ? Before you explain just answer the question.
28 THE WTNESS: | amgrateful.
29 PRESIDING JUDGE: It's natural isn't it, would you be
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1 ungrateful to himfor saving the life of your uncle? Now you
can
2 expl ai n.
3 THE WTNESS: Well, | have answered the question. There
is
4 no need for me to explain, My Lord.
10:27:20 5 MR HARDAWAY:

6 Q And, M Wtness --
7 A Yes, sir?

8 Q Forgive ne. My | have one nore nonent Your Honour,



10: 27: 37

W sh.

cogni zant

10: 27: 47

10: 28: 40
to

here

10: 29: 01

call ed

and

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

pl ease? This should be the | ast one.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Pardon ne?
MR HARDAWAY: May | have one nore nonent, please?

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: You can have as nany nonents as you

MR HARDAWAY: | understand, Your Honour, but | am

of the time, based upon the Bench's suggestion this norning.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE:  Yes.
MR HARDAWAY: Thank you, Your Honours.
Q Now, M Wtness, you had testified earlier that you were
| oyal to Issa Sesay; do you renenber that?
A That is correct sir.

Q And it would be correct to say that you're still |oyal

| ssa Sesay today; isn't that so?
A Well, that's correct sir.
Q And it is because of that loyalty to I ssa Sesay, and

because of your friendship with Mrris Kallon, that you're

testifying today; isn't that correct?

A No. As far as what | know and what | saw, if they

upon nme to come and testify, that's why |'ve come to testify.

It's not because of the loyalty or the friendship between nme

them See what | knew, that is what | cane to explain.
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Q I put to you M Wtness, that your sole reason for

testifying today is because of your loyalty and your

with Morris Kallon, and your loyalty to |Issa Sesay; your

pl ease?
A No.
MR HARDAWAY: Thank you, M Wtness. | have no further

questions of you. Your Honours, this concludes ny
Cross-exam nati on.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes, M Jordash?

MR JORDASH: Yes, | do have sone questions. And |'ve

phot ocopi ed sone pages of the draft fromyesterday so that

Honours can see where |'m heading, so the w tness can

what |' m aski ng hi m about.
THE W TNESS: Excuse ne, sir.

MR JORDASH. May | hand up the pages, and hand t he pages

nmy | earned friends across the room pl ease?

JUDGE BOUTET: What are the pages, M Jordash? Wich

are we tal king about?

MR JORDASH: It's pages 21, 22, 27, 28, 88 and 89. 21,

27, 28, 88, 89.

RE- EXAM NED BY MR JORDASH:
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MR JORDASH:
Q M W tness, good norning?
A Good norning, sir.
Q I"d like to ask you, if | nmay, about sonething you said

yest erday about two pl aces, Mabeko and Masekoray?
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes?

MR HARDAWAY:  Your Honour, Prosecution woul d object

no mention in cross-exam nation concerning those two
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Prosecution would subnmit that it's a new area not ripe for
redi rect exam nati on.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes, M Jordash, what's your response?

MR JORDASH: Could | -- could | invite Your Honours to

to page 88.
JUDGE BOUTET: 887

MR JORDASH. 88, Your Honour. This is ny |earned

cross-exam nation of the witness. It nay be -- it nay be that

the wi tness --
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PRESI DI NG JUDGE: May the witness please be asked to

the room please?
MR JORDASH:  Yes.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: May he be assisted out of the room
pl ease.
[ The witness stood down]

MR JORDASH: If | may explain what 1'd like to re-

on so we can deal with the objection which has been nade. As
Your Honours can see from page 88, ny learned friend

cross-exam ned the witness and the witness suggested that

Masekoray had been burnt by the junta. First point I'd nmake

this: That that was a new matter which was brought up in
cross-exam nation. And on previous decisions of this Trial
Chanber, new matters brought up in cross-exanination not dealt
with in chief, properly the subject -- or can properly be the
subj ect of re-exanination. Secondly, there is also a | ack of
clarity on the record.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: M Jordash, if you may just stop

Yes, this is a brief response you knowto M Jordash to --

MR JORDASH: But --
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MR HARDAWAY: | see the point that he's referring to,

Honour. |'mlooking at the notes, | believe it says, it was

20 where he said "the junta.” So based on that | would

my objection as it relates to the nentioning of the towns.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: O the two towns Mabeko and Masekor ay.
MR HARDAWAY: Yes, Your Honour.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: That's right.

MR HARDAWAY: But | believe ny |earned friend has

to say about an issue of clarification.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: No no no, he didn't go there yet.
MR HARDAWAY: Ri ght.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: See, | wanted to limt the issues, you

know, and for us to [indiscernible] them you know, the way

come in. Now this is laid to rest. He will cross-exan ne on
t hat.
MR JORDASH: Well Your Honour --

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Do you need to bring in the issue of

clarity of the records or --
MR JORDASH: It depends. M learned friend chose his

words, | think, quite carefully and said he doesn't object to

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: What did you want to say because we

want this witness to be going in and out, you know.



23 MR JORDASH: Well --

24 PRESIDING JUDGE: O let nme put it this way: Your
10: 36: 29 25 guestions on re-exani nati on woul d be based on what subjects.
26 MR JORDASH. The burning of these two towns.
27 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: The burning of these two towns?
28 MR JORDASH. Yes. And the tinings.
29 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: And the tim ngs.
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1 JUDGE BOUTET: So pages 21, 22 and so on, they deal with
2 the sane issue and 27 or is your exam nation focusing on this
3 essential ly?
4 MR JORDASH. But 21 and 22 --
10:36:51 5 JUDGE BOUTET: And 287
6 MR JORDASH: And 27 and 28.
7 JUDCGE BOUTET: Yes.
8 MR JORDASH. The confusion is this: That in the early
9 pages during my direct exam nation, the witness said that the
10: 37: 02 10 junta -- let ne just get this straight. Sorry for the del ay.
11 Sorry. It's not 21 or 20 -- it's 27. It's 27 and 28. That
has
12 been ny confusion

13 JUDGE BQUTET: So 21 and 22 are not there any nore?
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MR JORDASH: No, not there. There's nention about

which | --
JUDGE BQUTET: But it's 27, 28.

MR JORDASH. 27, 28. In 27 and 28 the witness says that

t he Decenber 1998 attack --

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: What line is that, please? 27 -- in

MR JORDASH: Yes.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: The page?

MR JORDASH: Page 27 |ine 25.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE:  Yes.

MR JORDASH. The witness said during the Decenber 1998

attack by the RUF | eading to Masingbi, the RUF bypassed

line 25, and entered Masingbi. The CDF had been positioned at
Mabeko to prevent the RUF getting to Masingbi but the RUF
bypassed it and went into Masingbi. Wen ny learned friend

cross-exam ned the w tness, page 88, the witness appeared to
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in fact that in the sanme attack the RUF got to Mabeko and

it, and both obviously cannot be true. And what | want to ask

this witness about is the burnt -- when Mabeko and Masekoray

actual ly burnt?

JUDGE BOQUTET: Yes. But | thought the witness had said

there were no burning.

MR JORDASH. No. He said on page 98 -- page 88 that

burnt -- if Your Honour |ooks at page 88, line 22, so the

burnt the place and went away and that was Mabeko. Wen they
arrive at Masekoray again they said: GCh, this was the Kamgjor
base. This was the area they used to nount barrier and they
burned that place again. And certainly in relation to Mabeko,
there is that lack of clarity, and since Masekoray appears to
have occurred or the burning of it appears to have occurred

i mredi ately after Mabeko, then the confusion al so includes

second town. Both cannot be true. The RUF cannot have

Mabeko i n Decenber and al so have burnt it. And so | have very
specific instructions on when these two places were burned and

I"d like to, if possible, ask the witness to think which

is true and when in fact -- we accept Mabeko --

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: He has testified to the burning. The
witness, he's testified to the burning.

MR JORDASH. Yes. Wen, is key though, because --

JUDGE BOUTET: Your question will be the time when
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was bur ned?

MR JORDASH. It's our case that Mabeko/ Masekoray were

by Superman's advance group in February 1998 and that woul d

with the witness's first response in direct exam nation but it

doesn't fit with the answer in cross-exam nation
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JUDGE THOMPSON: That's precisely the focus of ny own
under standi ng here of the law. That after a witness has been
cross-exam ned and he nmay be re-exam ned by the party that has

called him in order to explain any part of his cross-

answers which may have been unfavourable to the party calling
him And so the question for ne is: Are those issues, this
particular issue, within the paraneters of this rule of

permssibility? In other words, howis it unfavourable to

side, the answers that he gave under cross-exanination? |
concede that this is all new material introduced under

cross-exam nation. So for me, you satisfy the first linb of

permssibility rule, but the second Iinb, as | understand it,
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that the answers under cross-exan nation nust be unfavourabl e

the side that exam ned the party to warrant re-exanination

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: And even if they are unfavourabl e,

must have a reason, you know, for the first tine in

cross-exam nation, you know. The issues which were -- which

arisen, you know, for the very first time in the
cross-exam nation of the witness. So yes, are you through, M
Jordash, with --

MR JORDASH: No, | haven't.

JUDGE THOWPSON: | would like to be just satisfied that

clearly what in fact your reason in this particular context

fall within the general rule of permissibility in terns of the

scope of re-exanmination. It doesn't -- it doesn't really say

suppose the answer given under cross-exam nation is not
unfavourable to your side, but you are giving it sone kind of

interpretation which you think the Prosecution m ght have

it doesn't necessarily trigger off the right to cross-exani ne
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1 to re-examne rather, and that's nmy difficulty.

2 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Particularly, M Jordash, within the
3 context of page 88, | don't think the text you're reading is
not
4 quite mne, you know --
10:44:12 5 MR JORDASH:  Yes.
6 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: And | have a draft here.
7 MR JORDASH: Is not -- is not what?
8 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Page -- page 88 of what | have here,
you
9 know, fromlines 20 to 25.
10: 44: 22 10 MR JORDASH. Wi ch page, Your Honour?
11 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Page 88. | read out what | have.
"When
12 they were going through the Kono H ghway the town which was
used
13 to attack the junta, when they arrived there, that is Mabeko,
t he
14 junta said: Ch, this is a village where they used to attack
us,

10: 44: 44 15 so let us burn it dowm. So the junta burnt down the place and

16 went away and that was Mabeko. Wen they arrived at Masekoray
17 again, they said: Oh, this was a Kamgjor base. This was the
18 area they used to nount a barrier and they burnt that place
19 again. That is correct, sir." That's what | have here. So

t hat

10: 45: 14 20 is the record as we have it.

21 MR JORDASH: Yes.
22 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Being the testinmony of this w tness.

A 23 JUDGE THOWPSON: So, M Jordash, forgive ny insistence

ut

24 how i s that unfavourable to your side?
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MR JORDASH: Well -- -
JUDGE THOMPSON: That's ny own difficulty. Because

precisely the scope of re-examination limts what can be asked

new material arising under cross-exanination and that that

particular new material, the answer given on the
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cross-exam nation is unfavourable to the side that exam ned

Wi t ness.
MR JORDASH. Well, in terms of -- I'"mjust -- sorry.
JUDGE THOWSON: |'mnerely going down to first
That's all.
MR JORDASH: Weéll, let me answer it.

JUDGE THOWPSON: Right. But don't answer it. The
Presi di ng Judge wants a consul tation.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Answer first. Answer first.

MR JORDASH. No, no. | don't want to interrupt you.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Pl ease. Please, answer first. You

have gone a step forward. [M crophone not activated]

THE | NTERPRETER: Your Honours, Your Honour's mic is not
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on.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: |'m sorry.
JUDGE THOMPSON: Just for ny enlightenment, M Jordash
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: M Jordash, you know, you may --
JUDGE THOWPSON:  And it's just a short question.

MR JORDASH. The witness said that during the Decenber

advance | ed as we accept by Issa Sesay, these two villages

burnt and the suggestion is burnt out of sone sort of pique or
vengeance for those places havi ng been occupi ed previously by
Kamaj ors. That is my understandi ng of the testinony.

JUDGE BOUTET: At page 88?

MR JORDASH: Page 88.

JUDGE BQUTET: Yes.

MR JORDASH: Now, in terns of the indictnent, count 14,

that evidence is not directly relevant to the |ooting and

count because it's in Decenber 1998 and the indictnment in Kono
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JUDGE THOWMPSON:  You read ny m nd.

MR JORDASH: -- stops on the 30th of June 1998. And



Kono

10: 48: 19
i ndi ct ment.

to

10: 48: 44
wer e

have,

t hi ng.

10: 49: 14
woul d

10: 49: 28
this

and

10: 49: 44
mat t er

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

think these two places are in Kono, but if they are not in

they are in Tonkolili and since Tonkolili is not there either,

then strictly speaking, they are not relevant to the

JUDGE THOMPSON: | rest ny case

MR JORDASH. In ternms of what the Prosecution rmay w sh

say as an issue of credibility of the first accused who has
al ways mai ntai ned that there was never any crinmes committed --

well, that's perhaps taken it too far, that any crinmes that

committed were few and dealt with when known, then it night

in Your Honours mnd, at |east some -- on the issue of

credibility sone inpact. Burning down two towns is a big

So, yes, it's not relevant.

JUDGE THOMPSON: Yeah, but the issue of credibility

arise if one of the first linb is satisfied. The first linb

not satisfied so why do | even bother to cone in with issue of
credibility?
MR JORDASH. Well, if Your Honours, don't --

JUDGE THOMPSON: It's just ny own random thi nki ng on

subject. |'mprepared to acquiesce.

MR JORDASH: But I'm-- I'mgrateful for that thinking

if that thinking is shared by the Bench that it isn't rel evant
then |'mhappy to --

JUDGE BOUTET: Well, there's another issue on this
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and don't take my comments to be of an el aborated comment on

but just by looking at the indictnent, | certainly, | think we

have rul ed that looting, burning is not included in |ooting.

may or may not have a full recollection of that, but count 14
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these were the -- the heading is |ooting and burning but we've

said that looting is distinct and separate and different than

burning. So, whether or not we quash it on the 98 issue, |

recall, M Jordash, that is why | say | didn't -- but we have

made conmments of that nature in the CDF decision so burning

not mean looting. Now if, leaving aside the district as such

now whet her or not it may cone under acts of terrorismand so

| can't say, I'mnot there. I'mjust talking and |ooking at

count 14 as burning. So if all of this is to do wth burning,

burning, as | said, under the Count 14 |ooting, has very

| would say on the face of it, little value. So, but

MR JORDASH: | think Your Honours renenbers this --



13 JUDCE BQUTET: But this is not a final decision and I'm
14 just looking at it and thinking randomy on this. So, | do

10: 51: 08 15 recall what we said on the CDF on this issue.

16 MR JORDASH: Weél |, Your Honours did say that pillage --
it

17 was count 5 in the CDF case did not include burning. It
i ncl uded

18 appropriation of property w thout the consent of the owner
with

19 an intention on the part of the accused. So to that extent,
t he

10: 51: 31 20 count, it's even less relevant to Count 14.

21 JUDGE BOQUTET: That's why | say that. So if your
ar gunment

22 about the burning is to that particular part of that count, it
is

23 the burning issue is not really alive in there, | would
suggest.

24 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: But you have to address your nind to
t he

10: 51: 47 25 gl obal context of the indictnent.

26 JUDGE BOQUTET: As | say, this is --

27 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: The gl obal context of the indictnent
and

28 to look at all the counts.

29 JUDGE BOUTET: Whether it has an inplication on acts of
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terrorismand so on, or quality of punishment, | don't know.

just talking here of burning as alleged in Count 14. | do not

any further than that at this juncture. |'mnmentioning it

because in your argunent you focus on Count 14, burning in

so | say well --

MR JORDASH: No, |'m happily rem nded of the CDF

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: But that does not -- you know, the

comrents com ng from here now, you know, do not preclude you

doi ng what you think you' re convinced, you know, to doing at

point in time, because it's -- we're on slippery grounds, you
know, you never know.

MR JORDASH: |'min Your Honour's --

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes. \What --

MR JORDASH: Sorry to interrupt. Sorry.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: No. No. No, it's okay. You never

you know, how the evidence may shift fromone count, you know,

the other, and | think it is inportant, you know, if it is

perm ssi bl e, you know, for you to do what you think you should

and what you're applying to do now, if it is permssible.

MR JORDASH. Well, | maintain the application and to

extent that if it's in Your Honours' hands whether Your
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conclude as a Trial Chanmber that the questions | seek to ask

relevant. So | have to, I'mafraid, throw the question back

Your Honours, and ask: Do Your Honours think it is relevant?

Your Honours say it isn't relevant, I'mnore than happy to sit
down knowi ng that no damage is left on the transcript.
JUDGE THOWPSON:  Well, |'ve anchored ny thoughts on the

question of prejudice and unfavourability, and, as | say, I,

the purpose of the rule which clearly is first principle, |
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see what adverse effect this has on the -- for the reason that

you and | have virtually been canvassing, and | don't know why

shoul d -- the question should be asked, in fact, it mght just
result in nmultiplying the issues.

MR JORDASH. If that view --

JUDGE THOWPSON: That's ny own random t hought.

MR JORDASH: |'mgrateful to receive it. | just wonder

the rest of the Honourabl e Chanber agrees with it or at this

poi nt --
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PRESI DI NG JUDGE: | have no position in this because

would -- it's a matter which | thought, you know, you can

because the indictnment is a large indictnment, and this

of burning, it's your judgnent. | will not cone to say, you

know, that it is not necessary for you to do this or that

| amnot the judge of the indictnent at this point in tine.

know, it's for you to determ ne from what reading you nake of

indictment, as to whether this evidence -- whether what you

to do is strategic to the interests, you know, of your client.
That's all I"mprepared to say at this point in tine.

JUDGE BQUTET: To be on safer ground, M Jordash, |

know what issues are being raised on appeal in CDF. That nmay

an issue that is raised by the Prosecution. | don't know.

as you know, the appeal has not been disposed of. So, | nean,

the Appeal s Chanber were to overrule our decision in this
respect, so --

MR JORDASH:  Well, | --

JUDGE BOUTET: And as | say, | don't know what they have
rai sed on appeal. It may be one of those subjects. So having

said that, that's why Justice Itoe says: Wll, it my be

SCSL - TRI AL CHAMBER |
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We may be in a different scenario when we have the decision

the Appeal s Chanber sonetine in My, June.
MR JORDASH: | suspect not because | think Your Honours'

CDF decision is in line with international authority.

JUDGE BOUTET: | think so too, but I'mnot the Appeals
Chanber, so.
MR JORDASH: | think nmaybe I'Il --

JUDGE BOQUTET: But may | just ask you one question.

clarification does not have to do whether it was burnt or not.
You accept that they were burnt. It has to do with when?
MR JORDASH. Yes, precisely.

JUDGE BOUTET: Not by whom but when. Well, it would be

whom once we know the when, | take it.

MR JORDASH. Yes, when is the key. To be frank we say
burnt by Superman's advanced group.

JUDGE BOUTET: Yeah, but Superman is not part of the
evidence of this witness, it's just a question of timng.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: He's not mentioned him when he was

tal king of the burning, this w tness, when he was tal king of

burni ng, and he was so categorical about what happened, did
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mention Superman. You know, you know, that nobody has been

hesitant to bringing in Superman each time, you know, it

necessary. He has not nentioned Superman, you know, here.

i s another -- another factor, you know, that we have to

If he has to cone here nowto start calling Superman then it

takes it to another dinension. It takes us to another

that it was burnt not at this tine, but at a tine when it was

Superman who was in control and so on and so forth. He has

careful. This witness is so nmeticulous, is very, very well
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advi sed and --
MR JORDASH: Wl I .
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: -- he has not -- he has not, you know,
brought in Superman about the burnings of these two vill ages.
MR JORDASH: And | won't ask hi mabout Superman. |'m

simply -- there is an obvious contradiction. The RUF bypassed

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: According to you. A contradiction



to

whet her

10: 57: 46

you
10: 57: 59

case,

t he

10: 58: 15

is a

10: 58: 29
up

88

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

that's according to your thesis. For now, you know, according

your thesis. | don't want to draw any conclusions as to

there's a contradiction or not at this point in tine.

MR JORDASH: Well, according to the plain neaning of the
wor ds he spoke in direct exam nation and those he spoke in
Cross-exaimi nati on.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Those are issues which, M Jordash

may wish to visit when it cones to the final brief in this

and we will examthem accordingly. So you want us to call in

wi tness for you to exam ne himon --

MR JORDASH. Yes, please.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: -- on the dates or so, or when the
burni ng took pl ace?

MR JORDASH:. Yes.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes, M Hardaway.

MR HARDAWAY:  Your Honour, as it relates to the point of

clarification, the Prosecution would object because if there

contradi ction, the Prosecution would submt that it would be

for the Trial Chanber to nake that determnation in its

deliberations. This witness clearly said, going back to page

in answer to nmy question, that he was referring to Decenber of

1998. It's very clear. |If there is a discrepancy, as it
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1 woul d submit that the discrepancy in and of itself is not
enough
2 for cross-exam nation. It would be based upon fina
submi ssi ons
3 and ultimately when the Bench has the entire facts to nake
t hat
4 determination. So as it relates to issues of clarification
the
10:59:14 5 Prosecution will still object.
6 MR JORDASH: Well, the --
7 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes, M Jordash
8 MR JORDASH: The problemwas, and ny client called ne
over
9 i mredi ately, and when this happened yesterday, and

under st ood

10: 59: 27 10 why because ny | earned friend was junping the wtness around
from

11 Decenber to February and back fromcrinmes, to this crine to
t hat
12 crime, and obviously in that context m stakes can happen. And
13 there is, on the face of the transcript, a lack of clarity.
Dd

14 the RUF go around Mabeko where the CDF was stationed thereby
11: 00: 01 15 getting to Masingbi, or did the RUF actually get to Mabeko and

16 burn it, is conpletely contradictory, and the witness is in
the
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best position -- he nay not actually give the answer that |

l'ike; what |I'mexpecting himto say. But at |east Your

then will have a better idea of where the truth mght lie.

expected the witness to deal with at |east Mabeko and actually
both towns, and | expect himto say the burning took place in
February. And that's why | was surprised when we had this
contradi cti on because in chief he was consistent with what |'d
expected; in cross, he wasn't. And the two --

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Who's role is it? |Is the role of

re-exam nation to cure contradictions, or is it the role of

Chanber to visit and exam contradictions and see how t hey

on the credibility of the w tnesses?

MR JORDASH: Wl |, Your Honours have in the past said it
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the role of re-examnation to deal with contradiction. That

why Your Honours have all owed w tness statenents to be filed
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the re-examining party as answers to the contradictions. That

no different in substance --

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: That was a special situation, you

inrelation to the witnesses, you know, because if they were
filed and there was re-exam nation allowed, it is because the

party filing those statenments, you know, was not aware that

portions, you know, would be used for purposes of

cross-exam nation. For statements, you know, | amvery sure

that is what dragged the Tribunal -- yes --
M5 CARLTON- HANCI LES: Sorry, Your Honour, nmay M Ghao be
excused?

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes, please, he may. M Gbao, you

yes.

MR JORDASH: Could I -- | nean, | can take you to the

when Your Honours -- | can, sorry. | can take Your Honours
through the different occasions that Your Honours all owed
re-examnation during the Prosecution case and the reasons for
it. And what |'masking to do falls well within the various

princi pl es annunci ated during the Prosecution case. During

Prosecuti on case Your Honours allowed re-exam nation if new
material s cane out in cross-exani nation, which is exactly this
poi nt .

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Wiich is the new material at this

MR JORDASH: The burning of the two villages, which
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dealt with in direct.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE:  Yes, yes.

MR JORDASH: |If the witness had nentioned sonething in
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direct -- sorry. |If there was a di screpancy between

in chief and sonething brought up in cross-exam nation

re-exam nation has been allowed to deal with that discrepancy

that's on 19 of July 2006.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: | am not very sure of the context, you
know, and | can't renenber, you know, that this was --

MR JORDASH: Well, | can take Your Honours to the
transcripts which | have in front of ne.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: May we -- well, the Chanmber, after a
del i beration has decided that it will take that question by M

Jordash in re-exam nati on because the burning of these two

was a new matter that was raised in cross-exam nation. It was

not canvassed during the direct of this witness. So may the

wi t ness be brought in, please? Yes.
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MR HARDAWAY: So, just for clarification, Your Honour,

will deal just strictly with the burning as it relates to the
i ssues of clarification --

JUDGE BOUTET: Time. Burning as to time. Wen.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Ti rre.

MR HARDAWAY: Very well, Your Honour.

[ The witness entered Court]

VR JORDASH:
Q M Wtness --

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Just a minute. Yes, M Jordash.

MR JORDASH: Thank you.
Q I want to -- |I've just got one or two questions left, to

deal specifically wth Mabeko/ Masekoray, two villages. | want

ask you about sone of the evidence you've given about those

pl aces to see if we can --
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PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Are you taking himthrough the

MR JORDASH: Weéll, | was going to take himthrough what

said in chief, take himthrough what he said in cross and then
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ask himif he can offer any clarification
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: All right.

MR JORDASH: | thought that was the fairest way to do

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Ckay. Al right.

MR JCORDASH:
Q Now, |isten carefully, take your time. There is no
pressure. Just answer in the best way you can. Wen | was

aski ng you questions two days ago -- actually yesterday |

it was, sorry. Your Honours page 27, you were talking about

m ddl e of Decenber 1998 when the RUF were advancing fromthe

direction of Kono, and you said this at line 25: "Well, while

were going to Mabeko, the RUF had al ready bypassed and entered

Masi ngbi. We did not know. So when we went there, as we were
returning, we fell into their hands in Masingbi." And then
over the page to line five, line six, you then said, | asked

the question: "So the CDF had depl oyed at Mabeko, but the RUF

had gone around Mabeko and went into Masingbi; is that right?"

You said: "That's correct, sir." Do you renmenber saying
t hi ngs?
A | said that, but the deploynent of the Kamajors in --

THE | NTERPRETER:  Your Honours, would the wi tness go

MR JORDASH. Go slow, M Wtness. W need to get your
answer. Go ahead.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: You see, | would like us to limt



28 oursel ves, you know, to the evidence as it is. Because if he

- 29 starts expandi ng, you know, the way he woul d expand then, we
Wi
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1 run into troubled waters again, you know, with this process of
2 re-examnation. This is -- thisis ny worry. Please be --
3 better guide the witness, you know, and let's get what we want
4 fromhimas agreed upon after a lengthy --
11:13:03 5 MR JORDASH: | didn't want to be accused of --
6 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Exchange of ideas, you know, on this
7 i ssue.
8 MR JORDASH:  Your Honour, | just didn't want to be
accused
9 of stopping the witness fromoffering any expl anati on.
11:13:14 10 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: No. If you don't -- if you know -- you
11 know, if you don't stop himhe will -- he will stop at
not hi ng.
12 MR JORDASH:
13 Q M Wtness, limt your answers at the noment to "yes" or
14 "no." Do you recall saying that?
11:13:30 15 A Yes, | said so.
16 Q Wait. Wiit. You'll have a chance to explain in a

m nut e.
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kay? You renenbered saying that?
A | said so.
Q Then when ny learned friend for the Prosecution to your

| eft was asking you questions in the afternoon about the

from Kono, in Decenber 1998, Your Honours, page 88, you said

this, line 18: "Wen -- well, when they were going through

Kono Hi ghway, the town which we used to attack the junta, when

they arrived there, that is Mabeko. The junta said: ©Ch, this

the village where they used to attack us. So let us burn it

down. "
A That is correct, sir.
Q Just wait until | ask you a question

Ckay.
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Q "So the junta burnt the place and went away and that was

Mabeko." Wait. "Wen they arrive at Masekoray, again they

Oh, this was the Kamajor base. This was the area they used to

mount a barrier and they burnt that place again. That's

sir." Wit. Do you recall saying that "yes" or "no"?
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A | said so.

Q Now, what | want to ask is this, so don't rush and

think it through. Wen -- at what stage in 1998 were the

Masekoray and Mabeko burned?
A Mabeko/ Masekoray were burnt in 1996, when the junta was

going up with the Johnny Paul. That was the tine that these

villages were burnt. It was not in 1998.
Q Well, let me just say this: W all agree in this --
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Just a minute. You say Mabeko and
Masekor ay?
MR JORDASH. Yes.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Masekoray, were burnt by the junta in
19967?
THE WTNESS: That's correct, sir, My Lord.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: By the junta in 1996 when Johnny Paul

THE W TNESS: Wen they were going up with him

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Wen they were going up wth Johnny

They were going up to where?
THE W TNESS: They were going to Kono, sir.

JUDGE BQUTET: So when they are going up with Johnny

to Kono, you nean to say when Johnny Paul was |eaving Freetown
because he's been forced out. |Is this what you nean? What do
you mean when Johnny Paul was going up to Kono --

THE W TNESS: Wen -- when they were ousted out of
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Freet own, when they were going to Kono, that was what | meant,
sir.

JUDGE BOUTET: Thank you, M W tness.

MR JORDASH: | think -- I"'mnot sure it's strictly
necessary but if | can ask about the year

JUDGE BOUTET: | would say it's sufficient for your
re- exam nati on purposes, yes.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: It is okay. Yes.

JUDGE BQUTET: | don't think the pull-out of Freetown is
disputed in a major way as to the tinme?

MR JORDASH: Right. 1'Il leave it at that. Thank you

much, M Wtness. Sorry to stop you talking. But thank you
THE W TNESS: Yes, sir.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes, M Wtness, we have --
THE WTNESS: Yes, sir, My Lord.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: W have cone to the end of your

testinmony. We want to thank you as the Chanber for accepting

cone and testify before this Chanber, and to let it share your

the facts which you have, which you had about this conflict
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[indiscernible] and we thank you very nmuch for com ng, and we

wi sh you a safe journey back to your place of abode. And all

best in the pursuit of your everyday life and in your

as well. Thank you very nuch.
Can the witness be assisted out of Court, please?
THE W TNESS: Thank you, sir.
[ The witness stood down]
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes, M Jordash

MR JORDASH: Can | call our next witness, witness DI S-

who will testify in Krio. He's | think our 41st. | always
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forget the nunber of witnesses, it's been so nmany. Apol ogies.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: | know. The wi tness who has just gone

is DI S 103.

MR JORDASH: 103, yes.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: 1-0, he was the 38th witness.
Thirty-ei ghth.

MR JORDASH: Thirty-ninth. [|'m ahead of nyself.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes. This will be the 39th. M
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you say he's testifying in?
MR JORDASH: I n Krio.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: W see, M Jordash, that you -- there

confidential annex where you are giving sone additiona
informati on that was provided by this witness. It was filed
yesterday. | hope that the --

MR JORDASH. This actually sent to the Prosecution on

23rd.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: On the 23rd, | see.
MR JORDASH. But --
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: So there isn't -- there isn't nuch

really. Additional information is not that copious to create

al arm
MR JORDASH. No. It's sinply to talk about mning at
different stages, and what the witness did during those
activities.
[ The witness entered Court]

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes, can you swear the witness in?

bei ng sworn on the bible?
M5 KAMJZORA: On the Koran.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: On the Koran. Sorry.

SCSL - TRI AL CHAMBER |
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W TNESS: DI S-065 [ Sworn]
[ The witness answered through interpreter]

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes, M Jordash, you may proceed

EXAM NED BY MR JORDASH:

MR JORDASH: Good norning -- thank you, Your Honour.

Q CGood norning, M Wtness.
A Good norning, Sir.
Q I"mgoing to ask you questions first, then others wll

probably ask you questions, including Prosecution to your

If you don't understand the question, please say and I'l|

it; you foll ow ne?

A C ear

Q Be careful not to give details of your identity, okay?
A Okay.

Q I"mgoing to ask you sone personal questions quickly,
then we'll nove onto sonme of your experiences during the war.

Where do you live now?
A I"min Kono.
Q How ol d are you?
THE | NTERPRETER:  Your Honours, would the witness be
instructed to speak | ouder?

MR JORDASH:



23 Q M Wtness, just nove your chair forward a little so

t hat
24 you're near the m crophone. And just renmenber that what
you're
11:29: 14 25 saying will be translated, so the translator has to be able to
26 hear you, and keep up with you. You could see the distance
am
27 fromthe mcrophone, that's probably okay.
28 A Ckay.
29 Q You're 40 years old. You live in Kono. Are you
married?
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1 A Yes.
2 Q One wife, nore than one w fe?
3 A One.
4 Q Do you have children?
11:29:43 5 A Yes.
6 Q How many?
7 A They are three.
8 Q Do you speak Krio?
9 A Yes.
11:29:58 10 Q Do you speak any other | anguage?
11 A Yes.
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Q What do you speak?

A | speak Teme.

Q Did you go to school ?

A Yes.

Q Until which age?

A Four .

Q Four years old or formfour?

A Form four. Form four.

Q Now, what do you do now in Kono?

A Presently, | do m ning.

Q And do you nmine for yourself, or do you work for a
A Vll, I"'mworking for a company while at the sane tine

doi ng m ni ng.

Q And your own m ning; do you enpl oy people?
A No.
Q So you mine -- you actually do the digging for yourself

wel | as working for this conpany?

A VWll, | said it was not an enploynent. Because it is
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Q

wher e

o » O » O

Ckay. Let nme take you to the war years. From 1990 to

were you?

I was at Baonmo.

Where i s Baonmao?

It's Bo District, Valunia Chiefdom

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: M Jordash you say 1990 to.
MR JORDASH: 1994.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: 1994.

THE W TNESS: You nean.

MR JORDASH: 1990 to 19947

THE W TNESS: Yes.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: He was in?

THE W TNESS: Baonao.

MR JORDASH: In Bo District.

In 1994 did you go --

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: I n what district.

MR JORDASH: Bo District, Your Honour.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Bo. Ckay.

MR JORDASH:

Did you go anywhere in 1994?

Well, | noved to Magburaka.

And did you in 1994 go to Kono at all?

Yes, no. After early 1995 -- after Decenber.
You went to Kono?

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: You say in 1995 after Decenber.
THE W TNESS: Pardon?

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Was he saying in 1995 after Decenber;
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MR JCORDASH:

Q Wi ch year did you go to Kono?

A | said after Decenber 1994.

Q So 19957

A Yes.

Q And did you nmine at that tinme?

A Yes, | did mining there.

Q And did you stay in Kono or did you go sonmewhere el se?

A You nean Kono District.

Q Wien did you | eave Kono District, if you did, after

A The sane year that | left Kono.

Q And where did you go?

A Vell, | cane to Freetown.

Q Was there a reason why you cane to Freetown at that

A Vell, I went and did mning so luckily I was successful

| decided to conme to Freetown to do busi ness.

Q So you arrived in Freetown in 1995 and did you stay in

Fr eet own?
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A Yes.
Q Were you in Freetown when the AFRC overthrew the Kabbah
gover nnent ?

A I was not in Sierra Leone. I was in Quinea. There

doi ng business. | would cone and buy articles then | would go

Quinea. By then | had gone to do business in Cuinea.
Q So you were out of the country at the tinme of the
overt hr ow?

THE | NTERPRETER:  Your Honours, would the witness be

instructed to wait for the interpretation

MR JORDASH:
SCSL - TRI AL CHAMBER |
SESAY ET AL
26 FEBRUARY 2008 OPEN SESSI ON
Q I think you m ght be picking up nmy voice and I know you

speak a little English. So just listen to the translation
i gnore ny voice

A Ckay.

Q Did you return from Guinea to Freetown during the
overt hrow?

A Yes.

Q The overthrow took place in May of 1997. When did you



11: 36: 23
t here

for

11: 36: 48

got

11:37: 13

to

11: 37: 50

dat e.

nmont h

But

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

return to Freetown from Gui nea?

A Vell, | just went there to do business. | would go

two to three days and | will return. So | did not stay there

even one nont h.

Q So was it May or June when you returned to Freetown?
A I cannot tell you the exact nonth.

Q kay. Now, did you stay in Freetown during the junta
peri od?

A Vell, | was there for sone tine.

Q Are you able -- where did you go from Freet own?

A Well, | decided to go when the AFRC had overt hrown,

nmessage that they had started mining in Kono so | decided to -

because during that tine | did not have any cash anynmore. So

deci ded to go back to Kono.

Q So the overthrow was in May. When do you think you went

Kono because you'd heard the nining had begun?
A It was -- so it was -- so it was inmediately after the
overthrow but if | should tell you that it was during

such-and-such a nonth, | would not be able to tell you the

Q Vell, let me try to -- I'mnot asking you to give a

if youcan't, it's fair enough, it's long after the event.

SCSL - TRI AL CHAMBER |
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the overthrow took place in May --

A Yes.

Q --and it was in 1997 --

A Yes.

Q -- and it lasted until February 1998. Did you go to
in 19977

A 1997, | went to Kono.

Q And was it the rainy season or the dry season of 19977
A It was early-dry season. It was during the dry season
Q Did you say early-dry season or the dry season?

A Yes, early-dry season.

Q Thank you. And who was it who told you that the mining

begun? Do you renenber how you learnt that infornmation?

A Well, when we were in town here, we woul d nove around

we' d neet some of our conpanions with whom we had been mi ning.

So they would give you the information that the mning has

started. So to be able to cite individuals, I would not be
to.
Q kay. Just so that the Court is clear, M Wtness, did

have anything to do with the AFRC or the RUF or were you a



21

22

23

24

11:40: 22 25

26

27

28

29

Page 46

with

11:40:36 5

ti me?

to

11: 40:58 10

civilian?

A No. | amjust an ordinary civilian.

Q And did you then travel to Kono?

A Yes, | went to Kono.

Q VWi ch route did you take to Kono?

A Well, it was the Masingbi Hi ghway that | used.
Q Were you the only civilian --

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Wi ch, which hi ghway?

MR JORDASH. The Masi ngbi Hi ghway.
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PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Masi ngbi H ghway.
MR JORDASH. The same hi ghway --
THE W TNESS: Yes.

MR JORDASH. -- as the one that we were dealing wth,

the |l ast w tness.

Q Were you the only civilian to travel to Kono at that

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Sone of us need to go for an excursion

see where you had been to.
THE WTNESS: Are you tal king about -- are you talking

about the vehicle that | boarded or whether | was the only
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civilian that went to Kono? | want to get the question clear
MR JORDASH:
Q The question may seema bit silly to you, but what |I'm

asking is: Wre other civilians travelling to Kono when you

around the tinme you travelled to Kono?

A Yes, other civilians had been going.
Q WAs there any restriction on travel to Kono at that
A During that time except for the fact that people were

afraid of the Kamajors because we were al ong Masingbi to Ma --

Sewaf e and they had been | aying anbush. That was the only

t hat one had.

THE | NTERPRETER:  Your Honours, would the witness stil

instructed to go sl ow

MR JORDASH:
Q You have to take your time. | know that you really
like to get back to your job, but the faster -- we can nove

faster if you give the translator a chance to translate. And
then I won't need to keep asking you to go slow which wastes

tinme?
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A Ckay.
You get ne?
Ckay. Ckay.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: [Indiscernible] we nmay nove faster now

recessing a bit in order to recruit sone energies to pursue

process. So, M Jordash, we will rise at this tinme and we

recess for now and resune in the next couple of ninutes.
The Chanmber will rise, please.
[Break taken at 11.32 a.m]
[ RUF26FEB08_B]
[Upon resuning at 12.14 p.m]
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes, M Jordash you may --
MR JORDASH: Thank you.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: You may continue pl ease.
VR JCORDASH:

Q OCkay. We were dealing with civilians travelling to

You went, as you've told us, to Kono, to mne. But do you

why other civilians were travelling to Kono at that time?

A Well, at that tine, everybody had a different mission to
go. Some were going there to do business, some were going to
m ne, and sone would go only to visit people, so | wouldn't be
able to tell.

Q Did you observe if there were fighters or arned nen

travelling to Kono at that tine?
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A Well, you had fighters in Kono.

Q Did you -- what did you do when you arrived in Kono?
was the --
A Well, | tried to search for a mning area, to see where

be able to | ocate ny peopl e.
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Q And who do you rean by ny peopl e?
Wel |, because when you went there you should get people

wi th whom you' d m ne.

Q So just tell the Court, what did you do to find people
m ne?
A Vell, 1'd been searching around the town and | was able

get five boys with whom | started m ning.
Q And how was the town? W was in the town? Fighters or

civilians or both?

A Yes. You had fighters with the civilians. Al of us
t here.
Q And how was it in terns of whether it was calmor
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it was chaotic? Wat was the state of the town?

A Anyway, at the time that | entered, there was no probl em
because, except |ater when we had a threat fromthe Mende | and
Kamaj ors, who said they were comng to attack Kono. So during
that time the intervention was al nost at the threshol d.

Q And that was the first tinme that you observed a problem

security?

A Yes. Because when we went there initially the place was
normal . Everybody was going with his normal business doing
mning. In the norning or evening, there was no curfew But
when we started experiencing threat fromthe Kamgjors, so we

started to give sonme security boundaries.

Q Now you found your -- did you say five boys?
A Yes.

Q These civilians or fighters?

A It was civilians.

Q And did you find a place to mine?

SCSL - TRIAL CHAMBER |

SESAY ET AL

26 FEBRUARY 2008 OPEN SESS| ON
A Yes, | was able to find a pl ace.

Q How did you find the place?

Well, | just asked, directed by sone friends who were in
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the Nunber 6 area. There | went and there | was able to get a

pl ace to start m ning.

Q The Nunber 6 area, is that inside Koidu Town or outside
bit?

A It was outside Koidu Town.

Q Is it on the way to any pl ace?

A Yes, it led to Yomandu.

Q And how many mles fromthe town is that?

A You nean Koi du?

Q How many niles from Koi du Town is Nunber 67

A I can't tell you the nileage, for that place anyway.

Q Okay. Now, when did you go to Nunber 6? Wsat did you

when you arrived there to organi se your mning?

A Well, | just net the town chief, then | |odged nyself,

they |l odged me, | nmean. And | |odged nmy workers. So | asked

a site.
Q Who was the town chief?
A Well, during that time, the town chief was not there.

was the acting who had been taking tine, who had been taking

of the town.

Q Who was that?

What ?

Do you know his nane?

He was called one M T.

o >» O >

Was he is civilian or a fighter?
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Q So did you ask himfor assistance?

A | asked himto help ne.

Q What help did you ask himfor?

A Well, | asked himfor a place to do m ning.

Q And di d he respond?

A Yes, he answered and he gave ne the place.

Q And when he gave you the place, did he -- sorry, let nme

start that again. Wen he gave you the place, did you start

m ni ng?
A Yes, | started mining anyway.
Q And try to give the Court a picture of where your place,

your mning place was. Wre there other civilians there?
A Yes, because there were civilians anyway. It was just

because the whole of the Kono District during that tinme you

fighters, you had civilians. So you would see civilians, you
woul d see fighters around.

Q And at Nunber 6 were there civilians and fighters there?
A They were there anyway.

Q And at Number 6, what was the -- was there a working
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rel ati onship between the soldiers and civilians?
A It was there. It was too cordial. There was no probl em
bet ween us.

Q So, let's just start then with your nining, and then

go back to the soldiers and the civilians. Your mning,

how it worked.

A Well, when | started the mning -- because before you

m ni ng you have to go to conditions. The owner of the area,

it is alicensed place it is not a |oose place. You will go

arrangement. You agree whether it is two-pile system That
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the bush owner one pile, and the labour is one pile. O you

into one pile, and 30 per cent for the bush owner. That is

and the | abour have the 70 per cent. So that was the first
arrangenment you have to make before you start m ning.

Q Pause there a minute. Wo's the bush -- bush owner?
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you descri be who the bush owner is?

A The bush owner? The boy who was there was one, one

H s father, because his father was not there, it was the son

was there. Anyway the nane has escaped ne.

Q What is the, or what was the bush owner? Wat did the

owner own?

A He owns the land. The land that -- where we hope to do

m ni ng, he owns the | and.

Q And at Nunber 6 was there one bush owner or was there

t hen one bush owner?

A There were many but since that tinme, during that tine

war period, nost of the people had gone out. Only a few were
left.
Q And are you able to generalise, in a particular bush at

Nunber 6, how many mining sites mght there have been?

A No. No. | can't tell because there were many that were
t here.
Q And you' ve tal ked about the acting chief and the actions

all ocating a place to mine. How can the, how could the acting
chief allocate a place to mine if the land is owned by a bush
owner ?

A Well, actually he's not the one who would give the

Sonetinmes, if you ask himhe will take you to the individua

owns the area, because sonetinmes they too have their own area
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But, if you have pointed a particular place that you want to

the mining, then he will tell you, if that place doesn't

to him he will tell you that that place doesn't belong to nme

but, I will take you to the owner. Then you'll go and neet

owner, then you negoti ate.
Q Right. And with respect to your mning, M Wtness, did

you decide on the two-pile or did you decide on the 30 per

to the bush owner?

A Well, we decided on the two-pile system
Q Who decided on the two-pile? Wo nade that decision?
A | made that decision, because the man gave us the

alternative for us to choose. Then | chose one.

Q And with your particular mning operation, M Wtness,

dug the gravel ?

A My wor kers.

Q Who supplied the necessary logistical itens such as food
and shovel s?

A | provided themw th | ogistics.
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Q Did you nention the word supply?

A No, I, it was not a supply. | was the one supporting
anyway.
Q And when one of your -- so your workers would dig the

gravel, and once it had been dug, who divided it?

A Wel |, after digging, you can divide it in the niddle

the bush owner will come and choose.

Q And the pile that's left after the bush owner took his,
what happened to that pile that was left, M Wtness, in your
operation?

A Well, it is left with the labour. W are responsible to
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wash it anyway.

Q And if a dianmond was found in the |abour pile, in your
operation, what woul d happen?

A Well, the law of the mning up to date, if you get a

di anond, you and your workers, you'll negotiate the price. |If

you are unable to conclude, there is a | aw which stipul ates

the worker and the supporters will go and sell the dianmond to
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their satisfaction, and at the end you'll divide the noney in

parts.

Q Is that the way you and your five workers worked at

6?

A Well, yes. It's a general law to every di anond di gger
Q Now, that's your operation. What's going on around you

Nunber 6 with other operations? How were they being

A If | should venture that area, I'"'mgoing to tell lies

because | don't know what was their agreenent. |'mhere to

only about nmy own agreement.

Q Well, et me ask you a few questions to see if you can

us sone idea. D d you see any soldiers mining at Nunber 6?

A Yes, soldiers do mne. They too had their own people

they were supporting.

Q How do you know that the sol diers were supporting

A Wel |, sonething you know, our pits are sonetines cl osed,
then their boys will tell you, if you ask them who is your
supporter, then you will say, this is ny boss man who is
supporting ne. He will point at himthat this is the soldier

that is supporting ne. Then straight off you'll know that it

a soldier that is supporting this pit.

Q And apart from sol diers at Nunber 6 being supporters and
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yoursel f, were any civilians supporters?
A Alot. A lot were there.
Q You nentioned that the relationship between the soldiers

and the civilians was cordi al

A Yes.
Q Coul d you el aborate what you nean?
A Wl |, what nade ne to say that it was cordial because at

that time we were doing things together, we mne together,

was no threat of, threat of soldiers taking our gravel, or

fromsoldiers that you should go and do this. Except on
Sat urdays when they do general cleaning and during that tine

there will be no mning except to do the cleaning. So since

there has been no threat fromthem So that was why | said

rel ati onship was cordial at that tine.

Q How |l ong did you work at Nunber 6, M Wtness?

A Wel |, because the mining that I was involved in was deep
m ning, so we worked there for a nonth plus. Then cane the
intervention. W just started renoving the gravel. W don't

even wash it, and we had to | eave
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Q Just for the Court's information, M Wtness, is it

to -- how often does it take in deep mning -- sorry, let ne

start that again. How long mght it take you with deep nining

actually reach the gravel ?

A Well, it is dependent on the area that you find
Sone areas, a day you'll neet the gravel. Sone areas you stay
there up to six nonths without neeting the gravel. So it is

dependent on the area that you find yourself.
Q And the system which invol ved giving 30 per cent to the

bush owner, is this, was this system comon at Nunber 67?
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A You nean it was -- come again?

Q Wel |, did you observe the system whereby the bush owner

given 30 per cent as opposed to the two-pile system at Nunber

A If that systemwas conmon at Nunber 6, is that what you
mean?
Q Yes. How common was it?

A Well, 30 per cent and two-pile, since the tine the NPRC
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change the two-pile system even presently the 30 per cent is

commn in Kono. Since that tinme up till now, 30 per cent is
conmon.

Q And so with the 30 per cent system the 70 per cent goes
who?

A To the supporter and the | abour.

Q I want you to try your best, and nobody expects an exact

answer. Are you able to say while you were at Number 6, how

civilians were working there in the conditions you' ve just
descri bed?

A No. Because where they made their agreement, well, it

just a man who needed the area, and he's a young man who is

bush owner. Both of themw ||l nmake the arrangenent. So

be, your pit will be closer but it is difficult for you to
know - -

THE | NTERPRETER:  Your Honours, can the witness pl ease

little slower, he's too fast.

MR JORDASH:
Q Go alittle slower. You're very clear but you're a bit
fast. Just repeat the last two sentences?

A I nean the arrangenent of the 30 per cent, why | am

to tell whether it is conmon or to tell those that were
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it was an arrangenent. The arrangenent is nornmally between

two parties. Everybody has his own arrangenent. Sonetines

will be closer, your pit will be closer but you don't know the

type of arrangenent it's operating on. Maybe at the end when

two-pile is divided, it is only then that you'll realise that
this one is operating on a 30 per cent basis.

Q Ckay. What | was trying to ask you about is, well, let

ask you this. D d you see any forced nining? Did you see

anybody forced to mne against their will when you were at

6, during this tinme?
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: | thought you asked the nunber of

civilians who were in those mning areas at that time. Has

has he answered the question?

MR JORDASH: | was going to return to it by asking this
question first.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: All right.

MR JORDASH:

Q Did you see any forced mning, civilians forced to mne

anyone at Nunber 67?
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A Well, as for nyself during the AFRC tine, since | was

up to the tine | left because by then even it was a forced

mning, | wouldn't be in a position to have people to tel

to go on the pit to mne, sol wll say no.

Q VWhat do you nmean by the last sentence. | wouldn't be in

position to tell people to go on the pits to mine, what does

mean?
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Let himtell us whether he saw forced
mning or not. You said for myself.

THE WTNESS: No, | didn't see. Were | was mning at
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Nunber 6, | didn't see any forced m ning.
MR JORDASH:
Q Now at Nunber 6, |I'mjust going to try to have you give

picture to the Judges?
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: What you want to say is that he didn't
see civilians being forced to m ne around that area.

THE WTNESS: | don't see any civilian around ny area.
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civilian. Everybody was busy doing his own m ning.
MR JORDASH:

Q Are you able to -- are you able to give an idea as to

many civilians were doing their owmn nmining at that time? Are

tal ki ng tens, hundreds, thousands, what kind of nunber?
A The area where | was operating you nean?
Q O just the general picture you got of Nunber 6, the

general nunbers of civilians?

A That is the question |'masking. Are you referring to
Nunber 672
Q Let's start with Nunmber 6 and see if you can give us a
pi cture?
A Ckay. Well yes the population was there. Only that |

unable to tell but it is over hundred, above hundred m ners.

Q And during your time in Nunber 6, where were you |iving?
A Well, at that tine | was not living at Nunber 6, | was
Lebanon.

Q And where were your five workers |iving?

A They were there. They were inside there.

Q How often woul d you return to Lebanon?

A Soneti mes everyday, except on certain occasions if I'm

tired, if | decided not to, then | don't. Sonetines | will go

SCSL - TRI AL CHAMBER |
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there, | spend the night.

Q And when you went back to spend the night at Lebanon

your journey take you past other places?
A No. W had no pass in Kono there was no pass in Kono.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE:  No.
MR JORDASH. But would you -- |'m happy with the answer
even though that wasn't the question

Q And your journey would take you, would it take you

other towns or villages or mning sites, from Nunber 6 to

Town, Lebanon?

A There are other villages and other nining sites al ong

hi ghway. Maybe | will use the Yengena route.
Q Are you able to nanme sone of the places you woul d pass?

A. Wel|, after Nunber 6, sone towns are based at the

but they are not along the main highway, you see.
Q What ki nd of places would you be able to pass?

A These are junctions, junctions only. Wen you pass by

then you go to prospecting junction, then you go to snal

then you clinb up to Yengema, G eya, then you travel by the

hi ghway, Mdtema then you'll go up this village, then you'll
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Q And did you observe if there was mining going on in

pl aces?

A Yes, | usually see mners. |If you travel in the norning

you will see themw th their shovels, or when you pass through

the swanps you will see miners, you neet themthere

Q And how did the civilians appear to you when you saw

A Appear? Well, | don't see themin any threatened

condition. They were just saying that they are doing their
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m ni ng.

Q Was there any -- sorry, they said, they said what?

A When you asked how | saw the civilians, then | said,

don't see themin any nood of threat. | saw them normal doing

their own nining.

Q Did you have cause to neet any of these miners from

m ning sites during these periods?

A Pl ease repeat the question.

Q During the tine you were working at Nunmber 6 and the
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you woul d be staying at Lebanon, travelling from Nunber 6 to
Lebanon, spending tinme in Koidu Town, did you speak to other
mners, civilian mners?

A Wel |, except those that we had close relationship or a
friend, then | will ask howis the mning, how are you going
about the mining? | don't have tine to talk to people that we
don't have any busi ness, you see.

Q From what you saw travelling, fromthe people you spoke

fromwhat you coul d observe generally, did you receive any
information at this time concerning forced mning in Koidu or
Kono District in general?

A As far as ny observations is concerned and ny presence

Kono, up to the tine of intervention in Freetown when | had to

leave, | heard no information about it and | don't saw it with
own eyes.
Q In terms of -- in terns of activities in Koidu Town at

time, were there any offices in Koidu Town?

A Ofice? Wich type of office are you referring to?
Q Were there any dianond offices?
A Vel l, maybe if they were there because they were buying
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di anonds, maybe they were not exposing it, or you will see the

Marakas sitting in their verandas, they were buying di anonds.
Q What about other sort of nore social activities? Wre

there any recreational facilities in Koidu Town at this tine?

you understand ny question?
A Yes, | understand. Well, you see, AFRC tinme, the tinme |

was there, it was a very short tinme because by then there was

threat fromthe surroundi ng Kamgjors so, you know, people were
afraid to organi se social functions, so there were not nuch
social activities. Aso | did not spend a long tine in that
area. By the tinme social life was organised, then cane the

i ntervention.

Q Vell, were there any restaurants or cafes or such things

Koi du Town?

A Restaurants were people go to eat?
Q Yes.
A Yes, they were there because we used to go and purchase

rice to eat.

Q Was there trade going on in Koidu Town?

A Well, at that time then, the business was centered
Koakoyima. It was mminly Koakoyi ma where busi ness was.

Q Did you observe if there were any restrictions inposed

civilians concerning novenent wi thin Koidu, wthin Kono
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A Well, that was one of the -- we are very lucky on that

because we had freedom of novenent. There was no curfew. So

can stay out for the rest of the night, no problem No

Q What if you as a civilian, or other civilians wanted to
| eave Kono?

A Wll, if you want to | eave Kono?
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Q Yes, was it possible?

Yes, yes. That was why | said we had freedom of

There were no boundaries. |If you want to go out they will say
yes, or if you want to go anywhere they will question you, no.

Q Now, |et me take you to the intervention. Wre you in

when news of the intervention cane?

A Yeah, yeah, yeah
Q And the information was what? Can you renenber?
A Well, the information we had, the information we heard

that they have, the Kamajor had cone in there on their way,
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wer e around Bunpe area.
Q Did any information come about how the Kamajors were
conducti ng thensel ves at Bunpe?

A No. YQu see, at that time, it was a very short tine.

very day we heard that intervention has taken place in

a day -- the followi ng day they said they have brought

around Bunpe area. So that very day | did not sleep there,

|l eave -- | left, sorry.
Q Wiy did you | eave because of this news?
A Vel |, generally because fromthe start of this war in

country there were tinmes we were afraid to go to the areas

the Kamajors were, than the RUF. Because if you go to the

Kamaj or areas, they will cone and snell you and if they say

are a rebel then they will kill you. So by then the rebe

was safer to us. So when you heard the Kanmjors especially

sonme of us coming fromthe hut you have no alternative to go

there, so --

THE | NTERPRETER:  Your Honours, can the witness please

over the | ast segnents?

SCSL - TRI AL CHAMBER |
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MR JORDASH:
Q You told us the first reason, and then you said

So just deal with secondly and take your tine.
A The tine we were living with the juntas in Kono, so if

Kamaj ors woul d have come and net us, even if you are a

they will termyou as a collaborator, so no alternative. They

will kill you without a question. So that was why when we

that were at Bunpe those who were not fortunate to nove, we

that they had been killed. So after we have ran --

Q Did you run alone or were others running with you?

A Yes, we were many.

Q Cvilians or fighters?

A Well, by then civilians, fighters, everybody was trying

rescue himor herself.
Q Where did you go, M Wtness?

A Well, by then the time we went | didn't know t he pl ace.

was one of mny brother by the name of xxxx xxxxx. He |ead ne

to Bumbuna

Q Bunbuna?

A Yes.

Q Which district is Bumbuna in?
A Tonkolili District.
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Q Who was -- was there an arned force in Bunbuna?

Well, that -- by then the intervention has just taken

in Freetown, so arnmed nmen were running. They use the Kabal a
H ghway, they were using different axises to escape from

Freetown. So we net a few juntas who were coning from

Q The juntas who you nmet remain in Bunbuna?

A No. One day, the follow ng day, ECOMOG was sent. Wen
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they heard that the ECOMOG were com ng, all of them pulled out

and they left.

Q And did the ECOMOG remai n?
A Well, they stayed there for sonme tinme, but they later
t he pl ace.

Q Dd you --
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: ECOMOG i n where?

MR JORDASH. Bunbuna. They stayed for sone tinme but

|later left.

Q Did you neet any one called Mses?
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A Yes. He was one of the soldiers who struck ne a stick

my head and give ne a split.
Q Wiy did -- why did he do that?

A Well, by then we who run from Kono we cane to Bunbuna

said we are col |l aborators, so we were with their nen -- the

That was the treatnent they gave to us, and he struck ne with

sti ck.

Q D d you receive any news about ECOMOG -- sorry. How

did you stay in Bunbuna; do you know?

A Well, | stayed there for well over one year

Q Did you receive any information about the junta taking
Kono?

A I got that information that they have taken over Kono.

Q Did you receive any information about the ECOMOG pushi ng

the RUF out of the Kono at sone stage?
A When?

Q In 1998, the sane year with RUF taking over Kono or

RUF t aki ng over Koidu Town and then RUF | osing Koidu Town to

ECOMOG?
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Q

When RUF took over Koidu Town; is that what you nean?

Yes, and |'m aski ng whether you heard about RUF being

pushed out of Koidu Town by ECOMOG?

A

Town?
Q
A

Q

When the intervention took place, when ECOMOG went to

Yes. We heard about that, that they were pushed out.
Did you here about ECOMOG ret aki ng Koi du Town?
Well, this question is a little doubtful

kay. When you left Kono to go to Bunbuna, did any of

relatives remain in Kono?

Q

My own relatives?
Yes.

No.

You remai ned in Bunbuna for | think you said a year

did you go after Bunbuna?

A

When | left Bunmbuna, | came to Magburaka. It was there

| eft and noved to Kono.

Q

A
Q
A

Do you know the year that you went back to Kono?

Early 2000, anyway. No, 1999.

| paused because | could see you trying to work it out.
Early 1999.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Was it early 1999 or because you said

just early 2000. |Is this early 19997

THE WTNESS: No. Not early 1999. It was after the

ceasefire in July.
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MR JCORDASH:

Q Ckay. So you think you arrived in back to Kono July
A No, not July. It was after the ceasefire in July, | did
not enter there in July. It was at the end of the year. At

endi ng of the year, Novenber.
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kay. In ternms of dry season, had the dry season begun?

Well, yes. Yes.

Q And was it -- just so I'mtrying to nake sure we get --

this the right time? Do you know if it was the begi nning or
|ater than that, the dry season?
A VWll, it was the beginning of the dry season

Q Ckay. And why did you go back to Kono begi nning of the

season, in 19997

A To go and continue with ny mning, that was why | went
back.

Q Did you go back al one?

A No, | went with one of ny brother, A fred, we went

t oget her.
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Q Is Alfred is civilian or a fighter?
A He was a civilian.

Q Were you the only civilians with who went from Bunbuna

Kono around that time? Sorry, from Magburaka to Kono at that
tinme?
A No. W were many because by then after the ceasefire,

every day people were going; every day there were vehicles

the route to Kono.

Q From where, M Wtness, were vehicles plying the route
Kono?
A The hi ghway. The Masi ngbi, Matotoka, Masingbi to go to

Sewaf e that was the hi ghway they use.

Q So you nentioned a Masingbi and Mat ot oka?

A | call WMatotoka, Makali, Masingbi, Sewafe.

Q Did you know the situation at Mkeni ?

A Vel |, before then, since we were at Bumbuna, we heard
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an infighting at Makeni. W heard about that.

Q Do you know -- sorry. Do you know if there was anything



3 restricting novenent between Makeni and Masingbi ? Don't
guess,

4 if you don't know, you don't know, but, if you do, please say.

13:05:43 5 A If anything, that would disturb civilians from
travel ling

6 or what ?

7 Q Yes, exactly that.
8 A No.
9 Q No nothing --
13: 06: 00 10 A No.
11 Q -- or no you don't know?
12 A No, not that | don't know. There was nothing disturbing
13 t hem

14 Q Thank you.

_ 13: 06: 15 15 MR JORDASH: |'mjust about to ask about a new subject
in
16 Kono.
17 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Okay. W can take the lunch break
her e.
18 MR JORDASH: Thank you.
19 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: And continue in the afternoon.
13: 07: 36 20 Wl |, the Chanber will recess for lunch. W will rise,
21 pl ease.
22 [ Luncheon recess taken at 13.07 p.m]
23 [ RUF26FEBOSC - DG
24 [Upon resuming at 2.45 p.m]
14:50: 39 25 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Well, |earned counsel. Good
af t er noon.
26 We are resunming the session. M Jordash, please.

27 MR JORDASH: Thank you.
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Q Good afternoon, M Wtness?

A Good afternoon.
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Q We were dealing with free passage of civilians after the

ceasefire from Makeni, Masingbi, Magburaka to Kono via the

route. And just picking up on that, you travelled from

to Kono to nmine, why were other civilians travelling to Kono

that tinme?

A Par don.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: He's asking -- | don't think he got
quest i on.

MR JORDASH. No, | didn't get the translation either,

heard sonet hi ng

Q Did you -- let ne repeat the question, |I didn't hear the
translation. You travelled from Magburaka to Kono for mining.
You told the Court that other civilians had free passage from

Makeni through the various towns on the Kono Hi ghway to Kono

the question | asked was: Do you know for what reason the
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civilians were travelling to Kono after the ceasefire?

A Well, at that tinme, after the ceasefire, we the

travel to Kono in different cases. Sonme went on mining; sone
went on business; some went to visit their relations. So that
was how civilians went to Kono.

Q You arrived in Kono, what do you do after arrival?

A Well, at that tinme, when we went to Kono, we went

G eya, so we went to Yengema. We stayed there.

Q Did you take a place to live in Yengema?
A Yes, they gave us a place where we |ived.
Q I"msorry. Who gave you a pl ace?

THE | NTERPRETER:  Your Honours, can | earned counse

ask the witness to speak loudly a bit.

MR JORDASH:
SCSL - TRI AL CHAMBER |
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Q Sorry. You have a very soft voice. So just raise your

voice a little?
A Okay. Should | continue with this now? So, the one who

gave us a place was one of the indigenes of that place. The



14:54:19 5 who | odged us, gave us the place. He was called Peter. He
gave

6 us the place.
7 Q And what did -- did you take steps to begin m ning?

8 A Vel l, when we went, we went and stayed wi th one
comander

9 who was in G eya, since he was the commander in that area
call ed

14:54:49 10 Kennedy.
11 Q How far is G eya from Koakoyi ma?
12 A Geya, | think three mles.

13 Q Was Kennedy -- residing --

14 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Three niles from where.
14:55: 13 15 MR JORDASH: Koakoyi ma
16 THE WTNESS: From G eya to Koakoyi ma
17 MR JORDASH:
| 18 Q Was Kennedy residing at G eya or was he working there?
n
19 what sense was he there?
14:55:30 20 A He was based there. He was the area conmmander in that
21 ar ea
22 Q Was this Kennedy a tall or a short man?
23 A Kennedy is a tall man, with a | ot of beard.
24 Q What did you do to take steps to conmence m ni ng?
14:56: 31 25 A Vel l, when we went there, they procedure we net was the
26 procedure we followed. W saw the commander in the place.
The
27 commander who was in the place shoul d know where you' re coni ng

28 from who are you. W did that. Fromthen he gave us
condi tions

29 on mning and how to go about it.
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Q And do you renenber what he expl ai ned about the

or procedure of the nining?
A Well, the conditions on the mning --
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Who gave you the place to m ne?

THE WTNESS: Well, at that tine, the man who took us

he was called Peter. He gave us a place to | odge and a pl ace

wor K.
MR JCORDASH:
And was Peter a fighter or a civilian?
He was a civilian.
Q And in ternms of Peter giving you a place to work, how
he -- how was he able to give you a place to work?
A Well, when | said he was the one who gave us a place to

work, in a sense, we were strangers in that place and we did

know any mining site and the nmining areas. He was an indigene

that place. So he directed us to places where we should do

mning. That was why | said he gave us a place to mine and he
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directed us.
Q When you say he directed us, who are you referring to?

A Well, ne and the nen who were with nme, who worked for

Q VWho were those nmen? How did you cone to be with thenf

A Well, those men? | went with them

Q You went with them from where?

A From Magburaka. | took them from Magbur aka.

Q How many of them was there?

A I went with ten initially.

Q Were they civilians or fighters?

A They were all civilians.

Q And after you' d been allocated a place, did you begin
SCSL - TRI AL CHAMBER |
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m ni ng?

A Yes, then | did started m ning.

Q And can you expl ain what the operation was that you had?

How did it work?
A The mi ni ng operation?
Q Yes. WAs there a support -- just give us what kind of

mning it was?
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A kay. | went with the workers. | was a supporter for

particul ar m ning.

Q And the ten others that you'd gone with, what did they
A They were the workers. They were the workers. | was a
supporter.

Q And what kind of system was the nining?

A Well, the systemthat operated was a two-pile system

Q Was that your systemor the system of operation in

A | have not got the question clear.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: He said they were operating a two-pile
system

MR JORDASH: Yes. | don't know if he was referring to

own operation only or the operation in Yengena.

THE WTNESS: Well, this two-pile systemwas all over

pl ace.
MR JORDASH:
Q Sorry to press you, but all over which place?
A Wthin Yengema Town, | mean, because that was where |

based. That is where | would be able to talk about.
Q And are you able to give an idea to the Court, how many
mning sites there was at -- there were at -- there were at

Yengerma at that tine?

SCSL - TRIAL CHAMBER |
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A The nanes of the nmining site?
Q No. | won't press you for that but | will ask you how

approximately there were at that tine?

A The suns -- around Yengema Town are so many. So there

many, | can't calculate it and give you a fixed anount. There
were | ot of mning places.
Q Are you able to say whether there was tens, hundreds,

t housands, what kind of --

A Tens, not hundreds.

Q So these tens of mining sites --

A Uh- huh.

Q -- and the two-pile systemwas all over these sites?

A Yes, that was what operated

Q Was there any other systemother than the two-pile in
sites?

A Well, if it was even there, | did not know about it. |

knew about the two-pile.

Q And of these tens of mning sites operating a two-pile
system are you able to tell us who was mning in these sites,
civilians or fighters, or both?

A kay. It cane to a tine, you will not know a civilian

a fighter.



23 Q Why not ?
24 A Because we are all in the site. You did not see anybody

15:03:41 25 putting on a uniformto identity as a soldier or fighter going
to

26 the site with guns, so you can't actually differentiate
bet ween a
27 fighter and a civilian.
28 Q When you arrived in Yengema, were you able to
di stingui sh
29 between civilians and fighters, at that tinme?
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1 A Well, at the time we went, there was a | aw that was
passed
2 that because we net so many civilians who had gone ahead
bef ore
3 us.
4 Q Go ahead.
15:04:21 5 A So a | aw was passed that no one should carry weapons
6 because there was civilians anong them So we did not see
ar s,
7 except once in a while you'll see a soldier who puts on a
8 uniform then you know that he belong to that group, but
normal |y

9 we are all just the same people.
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Q And were you able to observe the relationship between
peopl e whet her soldiers or civilians within the Yengena area.

What was the state of relationships, generally?

A Well, at the time when | went to Yengenm, the gunnmen and
the civilians, there was no problemin the place. It was
cordial. Like | had earlier told you, you can't differentiate

civilian froma fighter. Because a soldier was not putting on
anything that would identify himas a soldier. At that tine
nothing like that existed any | onger.

Q Do you renenber any of the -- just answer yes or no to

question, M Wtness. Do you renenber any of the nanmes of the
civilians you were working with, yes or no?
A Sonme | can renenber.

Q So, if anyone wants to ask you about the nanmes, you'll

able to tell them if any lawers in the Court want to ask you
about these civilians?
A Yes, | can tell sone of the nanes.
Q VWll, we'll l|eave that there for now.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: You don't want to ask himthe names?

MR JORDASH:  Well, | could but it would involve going
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a closed session. |If ny learned friends will dispute that he

with civilians then --

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Again, we can use our usual nethods.

is |literate. He can wite down the nanes of those civilians

we'll admt that the piece of that docunments, you know
confidentially.

MR JORDASH: |If Your Honours, think it's useful then

do it.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: |'m sure nobody will have an objection
t hat .

MR JORDASH. Well, | was thinking it nay not be disputed
I won't -- but I -- can you wite down the names? Are you

to wite the names, M Wtness?

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: The nanes of some of those civilians
whose nanes that you can renenber.

THE WTNESS:  I'I1 try. 1'IIl try.

MR JORDASH: If it's easier --

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: |If you can wite, why not? You can

their names. 1Is it civilians who were with himin Yengena or

worked with himin Yengena? And can we get sone clarification

to what he's witing there.

VR JORDASH:
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Q Are you witing the names of the -- sone of the ten that

you worked with? O are you witing the names of --

A Those were working with ne. These are the nanes |'m

witing.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: |Is that what you want?

MR JORDASH:  Yes.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: All right.
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MR JORDASH: | tender.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: You're tendering it.

MR JORDASH. Yes, please, Your Honour,

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: No obj ection, M Wgona.

MR WAGONA: No obj ecti on.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: All right. The piece of paper

t he nanes of those who worked with witness DIS-065 is adnitted

and marked confidentially as Exhibit.

M5 KAMUZORA: Nunber 296, My Lord.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: 296, yes. Can you hand this -- please

put the pseudo nane, you know, of the witness,

on that piece

paper, you know, that exhibit. So that we relate it to his
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13 testinmony. You say it's 297?

14 M5 KAMJUZORA: 296, My Lord.

15 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: 2967

16 M5 KAMUZORA:  Yes.

17 [ Exhibit No. 296 was admitted]

18 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes. Yes, you may proceed, M

19 MR JORDASH:

20 Q Let ne return just briefly to the two-pile systemso

21 it's clear who's getting what. Wo received the two piles in
22 this two-pile systemoperated in Yengenra. M Wtness -- M

23 Wt ness?

24 A Who gets the one-pile or the two-pile? Wo goes -- who

25 the two-pile; is that what you want to know?

26 Q Yes. You told us that it's a two-pile systen?

27 A Yes.

28 Q Who gets the pile -- who got the piles?
A

29 Well, what | neant by the two-pile system because when
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dug your gravel you divide it into two parts. You see, you

the one and the other part goes to the soldiers.

Q That's -- that's what | was -- that's the information |

seeking. The pile which went to -- that did not go to the
soldier, it went to who?

A It goes to the supporter. The person who supports the
wor k. The person who supports the work has the one pile.

Q And so that nean you as the supporter received the pile

what did the workers receive?

A We? M and the workers will have the one pile.

Q Right. So you shared the one pile?

A We don't share it, we wash it and then --

Q What happens to the di anonds?

A Li ke what |'ve explained earlier, if we have a dianond,

negotiate the price with the workers. |If you negotiate and

you agree, then it would be yours. |If you don't -- if you

conclude as one, then it would be sold and share the noney

two parts.
Q And the pile which went to the RUF --

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Sorry. Let's get the procedure again.
If you negotiate the what, you say?

THE WTNESS: The price. The price

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Wth your workers?

THE W TNESS: Yes, sir.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes. You negotiate the price with the
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or
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workers. |Is it you telling themthe price or they telling you
the price or both?

THE WTNESS: They'll give you the price. They'll say

is what | want for this and then you say this is what ']l
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PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes. |If they agree with your price,

pay then?
THE W TNESS:  VYes.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: If they don't you go and sell it to --

THE WTNESS: |If they don't accept, we all go together

sell it.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: You sell it to a Mal aka man?

THE WTNESS: Well, sonetines it would be sold to

Sonetinmes it would be sold to anybody. Be it black, Lebanese,

whoever .
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: And what do you do with the proceeds?
THE WTNESS: Well --

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: How do you share the proceeds, that's
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THE WTNESS: W divide it in two.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: One for you and the other one for the
wor kers.

THE W TNESS: Yes.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes, M Jordash

MR JORDASH:  Thank you

Q At this time, was there a central place where these

were based or were they in different places?

A They would be in different places. Every town would get
one or two Jola nmen, but the main side was Koakoyi na

Q And in this process of selling to these various Yol as or
buyers, would you, M Wtness, go to Koakoyi ma?

A Yes, | went to Koakoyima

Q kay. |1'll come back to the subject about what you

i n Koakoyi ma shortly. But just staying with Yengena for the
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nonent, the other pile which you said went to the RUF -- |

you said that -- who was it fromthe Yengema area that the
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di anonds -- sorry, that the pile was given to? Was there a

person?

A The commander who was in that area was call ed Kennedy.

was the commander in that area. So | don't know whet her he

the one who left his boys to go and collect the piles, but he

t here.

Q Okay. Let ne ask a few questions about Kennedy. You

he was a tall man. Wre you aware of any --

A Yes.

Q Were you aware of any other Kennedy within Koidu at this
time?

A Well, the one | know and | saw | know himvery well.

a tall Kennedy.

Q D d you hear of another Kennedy?

A | heard of himbut | don't know him

Q Was he in Koidu at this tinme?

A Vell, | don't know whether he was there.

Q Ckay. Did Kennedy, tall Kennedy have any other
interms of -- you told us he was there to explain the

of the mning in Yengema and he al so received the gravel or a
pile fromthe two-pile systeny was he at the site regularly or
sites?

A Whet her he was there alnpst all the tinme? No. | think

had boys whom he sent. After the gravel was renoved, he sent
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people. He doesn't go there all the time. He went there

sel dom y.

Q Do you know i f he was in charge of any other areas of
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m ni ng production?

A Well, within G eya, Yengema and Bunpe areas, that is the
only place |I know about him

Q In the G eya and Bunpe areas are they separate from

Yengema? Are they different places or the sane pl ace?

A They are different towns.
Q How far is G eya from Yengena?
A It's just a few yards about a hundred.
Q Hundr ed?
A Hundr ed yards.
Q And Bunpe from Yengena?
A No. G eya and Yengena.
Q Sorry. How far is Bunpe from Yengena?
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: He said G eya and Yengerma are just a
yards?

THE W TNESS: Hundred yards. Hundred yards.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Hundred yards.
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15:26:33 5

MR W TNESS: VYards.

MR JORDASH:

Bunpe from Yengenma?

About one-and-a-half mles or so.

Q And were there nmining -- yes, these were mnining areas.

you have cause to travel to these areas at all. O did you

any infornmation about what was happening in these areas?

A Well, yes. W used to travel and when you are in Kono

you are engaged in nmining, you don't stay in one place. You

to different areas to search.
Q So did you and/or any of your workers or any of your

friends have cause to go to G eya or Bunpe, in 1999?

SCSL - TRI AL CHAMBER |

SESAY ET AL

26 FEBRUARY 2008 OPEN SESSI ON

A Vel |, Bunpe, yes. W worked there. W went to G eya,
Yengena.

Q Can you think of any other places you or your friends or

workers went to nmne in 19997

A Tombodu.
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Q Anywhere el se to nention? Can you think of anywhere

you went to?
A Li ke Goeko.

Q Thi nk now whilst you're in the witness box, whether you

friends in other places nining in 1999, civilian friends?

your time. It's not hurry?
A Yes, there were friends do work. Sorme work at Koi du,
Koakoyi ma, Bandafi, all those areas; | had friends that were

wor ki ng t here.

Q And when the day's work was done, did you see those
in 19997

A Yes. We used to neet, we neet occasionally.

Q Did you receive any conplaints fromthem about the

conditions in these various places?
A Well, since the time | started this last mning, when we
used to interact in different areas, except we di scuss about

saying that area is not productive or that area is productive

we have not had anything fromthat other area, those were the
only complaints that we had. These were just production
compl aints from one anot her.

Q And the civilians friends that you had, were they --

they making a living through the mining or not?
A Well, you see nning is -- sonetines you will have a

friend. He will get sone noney but he will not disclose that
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you. Maybe he will not |ike you to know about it. Sone are

secretive or discrete.
Q The civilians you --
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: But you agree that they were living on

the mining. |'msure that's what | earned counsel wants to

They woul dn't disclose their income. They lived on their

activities, those friends of yours?

THE WTNESS: Yes. Al those that I"'mreferring to were
mners. W were all dependent on m ning.

MR JORDASH:
Q And just staying with 1999 for a noment. Yengenm, was
there any school in Yengema at that time?

A. Yes, at that tine, we had one teacher xxxxxx, |ate

He had died. He was the teacher of that school. The schoo

called UMC Primary School. Then --

Q Do you know who gave the supplies to that school in
Yengenma?
A Well, the supply normally conmes fromlssa, by then he



19 residing at Lebanon. He used to conme to M XxxxXxxx. Because

M
15:31: 03 20 XXXXXX was not a nminer. Even the paynent, he was the one
21 responsi ble for paying M xxxxxx, because | was very cl ose
Wi th
22 M xxxxxxx. Look at ny house, |ook at his house.
23 Q \Was there any --
24 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Payi ng? Payi ng what.
15:31: 20 25 THE W TNESS: Because he was teaching. Wilst he was
26 teaching at the school .
27 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: And you say it was |Issa who was payi ng
28 hi n??
29 THE W TNESS: Yes.
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1 JUDGE BQUTET: How do you know t hat ?
2 THE WTNESS: Well, the man is nmy nei ghbour. Sonetines
) 3 we'll sit and discuss. Sonetinmes when he's paid he will say,
on,
_ 4 my friend I have received nmy package oh, because we are
m ners.

15:31:51 5 He will give ne sone token out of it.

6 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: You shoul d have been the one giving
hi m



7 THE WTNESS: Well, since he's a friend. |f he gets
first,

8 he will give to your friend.
9 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Wen you get, you pay back, huh. Al

15:32: 13 10 right.

11 THE WTNESS: Yes. Yes.
12 MR JORDASH:
13 Q Medi cal care, was there any in Yengema, 19997
14 A We had one wonan by the nane of mammy |satu, nurse
| sat u.
15:32: 35 15 Q Markets. Did you have any markets in --
16 A There were markets. They were on the hi ghway.
17 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: You said manmy |satu was in charge of
18 what ?
19 THE W TNESS: Medi cal .
15:32: 53 20 MR JORDASH:
21 Q Mosques?
22 A There were two nosques.
23 Q €3y
24 A Yes.
15:33:12 25 Q VWhat did the G -- did the Gb have anything to do with
t he
26 m ni ng?
27 A No. They had nothing to do with the nining.

28 Q What did the G there do, if anything?

29 A Well, if the G were doing anything?

SCSL - TRIAL CHAMBER |
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Q Yes.
A Yes. G5, they were -- the G5 was responsible to nediate

between RUF and the civilians. Because if there is any

fromthe RUF, it is the Gb's responsibility to settle that

problem They are responsible to settle issues between

and civilians.
Q Ckay. Thank you. You nentioned Tonbodu, M Wtness?

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: So M Wtness, you are saying that the

was not involved in mning?

THE WTNESS: In a sense nining activities. | don't

whet her personally he is involved but to say that he is

directly in the mining, no. | don't know, possibly he's doing

personal |l y.

JUDGE BOUTET: But if there is a dispute between a m ner
and a fighter, would the G5 get involved?
A Vell, well, that was their responsibility. That is the
responsibility of the G5 to nediate between fighters and
civilians.

VR JORDASH:

Wul d that include disputes about mining?

Yes, they can settle that. Those that they can settle,
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they will settle it.

Q And this may sound like a very difficult question, but

if you could help. 1999 mning, in Koidu and Kono, are you

to estimate how many civilians you think were involved in the

ki nd of mining which you were involved in. |'mnot asking for

exact nunber but are we tal king tens, hundreds, thousands?

JUDGE BOUTET: M Jordash, |I'msorry what tine frane did

you?
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MR JORDASH: 1999.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE:  1999.
JUDGE BOUTET: 1999. Yes thank you
MR JORDASH: From when the witness arrived.
Q In the Kono District fromyour novenent around the

different areas to your seeing the site at Yengema, seeing

ot her sites, speaking to your friends, can you give an idea of
the kind of nunber of civilians mning two-pile?

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Who were involved in your type of

That is the question
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MR JORDASH: Well | think --
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: To a two-pile you' re changing it.

MR JORDASH. | suppose what |'m-- let ne try and

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Al right. Okay
MR JORDASH:

Q What you' ve described is voluntary nmining; aml right?

the various sites, civilians were mining and it seens

yes?

A Ckay. Well, in terns of nining during those days

the mning sites were popul ated, nost of the sites were

popul ated. This is not hundreds. It is thousands. |f you

about Kono, Koidu, Koakoyinma, all those areas if you talk

them it is thousands. It is not a matter of hundreds.
Q That's what | was getting at. And did you hear of RUF
forcing --

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: So they were in the thousands?
THE WTNESS: Yes. Yes

MR JCORDASH:

SCSL - TRI AL CHAMBER |

SESAY ET AL

26 FEBRUARY 2008 OPEN SESSI ON



1 Q Did you hear of RUF forcing civilians to mne, in 1999

2 after you'd arrived anongst these thousands of civilians?

3 A Ckay. You see that question in 1999 up to disarmanent |

4 was in Kono, | never went anywhere. | had no idea of forced

15:38:39 5 mning. | don't have that know edge because when we went

t here

6 we had no bl ockage. There was no curfew. So and it was not a

7 one-way. There were several ways to go to Kono. So if there
was

8 any forced | abour in Kono, |I wouldn't have settled in Kono

9 because it would have been a fruitless endeavour. So there
was

15:39: 32 10 no forced mning at all

11 Q Thank you. Now, | said we return to Koakoyima. You
told
. 12 the Court that you had friends who were nining in Koakoyi ne;
is
13 that right?
14 A Yes.
15:39: 32 15 Q And did you, yourself, go to Koakoyinma, in 19997
16 A Yeah. | go there frequently.
17 Q What woul d you go there to do?
18 A Well, since that was the major area, sonetines if we go
19 there to purchase things then if you have your nunber ten
t hat
15:39: 46 20 is where you take it to sell.
21 Q If you had your nunber?
. 22 A The snmal | dianond, that is where you'll take it -- that
is

23 where the Jol as are.
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Q You called it a nunber ten, is that what you called a

di anond?

A Yes. Because we refer to the small di anond as nunber

That is their nane.
Q Right. And you called it a major area, why do you say

Koakoyi ma was a major area? Wat do you nean?
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A Because all the transportation vehicles will alight

and all the major traders are based there.
Q And are you able to give the Court an idea of how many

houses i n Koakoyi ma

A There are many, | can't recall the nunber but there are
nany.
Q Are you able to say howlong it would take you to wal k

one side of Koakoyima to the other?

A well, if we can average it up to 30 minutes fromone

to the other.

Q And was mining going on within Koakoyima itself, were
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mning sites?
A Not the township, there are swanps around the town, the

peri pheral s of the town.

Q And at the tinme of 1999, were those swanps occupi ed by

m ners?

A Yes, they were mning there.

Q And | again -- sorry to press you on nunbers but are you

able to give the Court an idea how nany civilians were m ning
t here?

A Well, that was what | said earlier, that within the Kono

| said earlier on that within the Kono townshi p where di anond

being mned, We had a |lot of population. So it's difficult to

gi ve an exact figure of the nunber of people and that

area, Koakoyinmm, is the nost populated area. So nost of the

m ning that was taking place in that area was not in hundreds

i n thousands, you know.

Q And did you observe whether -- were the nining sites

at Koakoyi ma encl osed by any fence or barrier or were they
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for all to see?

THE | NTERPRETER:  Your Honours, can | earned counse

go over his question.
MR JORDASH:

Q If -- if -- if -- when you went to Koakoyi ma, were you

to nove around Koakoyima mining sites?
A Yes.
Q Was it possible for any civilian to al so wal k around the

mning sites?

A You know, like this statenent, | had already said this
while | was referring to Yengema. This -- the tine I'm
to Koakoyima, this is the nost populated area. |If you arrive

there, you go to the swanp --

THE | NTERPRETER  Your Honours, can the w tness please -

MR JORDASH:
Q You're going a bit fast again. | think we're -- we're

al nost done. So slow down. W' re making good progress.

that answer again.

A Ckay. You said if civilians had chance to trave

the swanps. Like what | said, if you are travelling along the

nmning areas, you will not tell whether this is a civilian or

soldier. There was no boundary, no bl ockage at all

Q When you went there, were any civilians under any
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A Well, if that is the case then they have allowed to take

guns to the site. But there was a |aw, |ssa passed the | aw,

no guns are allowed to be taken to the site, even the

Q I know this may sound obvious, but if there had been
anybody being forced to mne in Koakoyima, is it the sort of

pl ace you woul d have known or could it have been hi dden?
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PRESI DI NG JUDGE: So what is logically -- what is his

response to the question -- so you're saying that there were

guns, you know, carried in the mning sites.

MR JORDASH:  Yes.
Q Would it have been possible to hide -- is it the sort of

pl ace you coul d have hi dden people being forced to m ne?

your conment on what you know --

A If?

Q If there was -- if there had been a group of civilians
being forced to mine in 1999, when you were in Koidu and at
Koakoyi ma, is that sonething --

A Yes.
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Q I's that sonething you and others would have known or is

sonet hi ng whi ch coul d have been hidden in your experience?
A Yes. If that was the case because all the mning sites
were open sites. There is no way to stop sonebody from goi ng

this part or that part. So if that was the case, that there

a forced labour, | think I ought to have known.

Q And sane question, if for exanple, there had been a

civilians living in Koakoyi ma and marched out of Koakoyi ma

day to be forced to mne somewhere el se, would you have

to know that or not?

THE | NTERPRETER: Your Honours can | earned counsel

take back his question.
MR JORDASH:

Q If you went to Koakoyima you had friends in -- sorry.

me ask the question again. You told us that you woul d have

if there had been civilians being forced to nine in Koakoyi na.

So the next question | want to ask is this: |If there had been
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collection of civilians, say a hundred civilians living in

Koakoyi ma and forced to | eave Koakoyi ma every day to go and

i n anot her part of Koidu, under force, under gunpoint, is that

sonet hing you woul d have expected to hear about?

A Yes. Because -- yes, | would have heard.
Q Why do you say that with such certainty?
A Why | believe, because | had friends who were living in

Koakoyi ma, Koidu and the surrounding villages, all over and we
have m ners who have friends who were deployed in all those
areas. So as such if there is anything |like that going on, |

bel i eve such informati on are not even informations. Then to

that peopl e have been forced to mine. | believe that

woul d have circul ated. Everybody ought to have known. That

why | believe that there was no forced m ning.
Q Thank you. |If you could just give ne a nonent, we're
nearly there. Didthe -- sorry. Let ne ask this: Wen you

arrived at Yengemn, was there a training base at Yengema?

A Well, the training base in Yengena, by the tine | went
there, it was not there. | never sawit with my eyes.
Q Thank you. Now, did the systemof mning, the two-pile

system you descri bed, change at any tinme after you arrived in
1999 or after?
A The two-pile systenf?

Q Didit remain through 1999 and 20007?
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A Up to date, up to now, it is there
Q Was there a tinme?

JUDGE BOUTET: When you say up to now, it's still there.
Who is the second pile?

THE WTNESS: Well, the -- | had expl ained that
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earlier. The -- that pile belongs to the bush owner

JUDGE BOUTET: Thank you.
MR JORDASH:
Q Did the chiefs of Kono ever have anything to do with the

mning in '99 or 20007

A Vell, in "99, yes, later. Not '99, it was 2000.

Q Can you expl ain what happened in 2000 which --

A In 2000, the chiefs made a group and they net |ssa at
Koakoyi ma. They said, well, they too -- because nost of them

were not with him They'd cone to a tine they were returning.

They were coning back to Kono. So it cane to a tinme, they

an arrangenent with Issa that they were also interested in the
mning. So, Issa gave themthe go ahead that that was not a

probl emand that -- they had the two-pile system And the one
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pile will go to the chiefs and the one pile goes to the

So that was how the chiefs becane involved |later in the

Q Sorry. Just so we're clear, who introduced that systen?
A The chiefs. They went and net |ssa at Koakoyima, in old

Lebanon. Sorry. They said they too would like to be involved

the mining. Then Issa said okay you will -- we will be

and when they divide the pile the one pile will be shared

the chiefs and the RUF. So the one pile belonged to the

and the RUF and the one pile goes to the | abour.
Q And --
PRESI DING JUDGE: One pile to the chiefs and the RUF.
THE W TNESS: Yes.
MR JCORDASH:
Was this still called the two-pile systen?

Yes, that was how we used to refer to it. That was how
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referred to it. A though some called it three-pile but we
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it as two-pile because the other pile it is divided among two
groups.

Q And in the year 2000 when this arrangenent was nade

| ssa Sesay and the chiefs, were there nore or less civilians
m ning in Kono, in 2000 as compared to --

A No. It was an addition of civilians. Since that tine

they get the information about Kono as they receive good

i nformati on about Kono, the nore civilians will pour into

So it was an addition

Q And did you remain through 2000, M Wtness?
A Yes, | was there.
Q In terns of the conditions of civilians, were they any

different in 2000 to the time you' d been present in 1999, in
Koi du Town and Kono District?

A Well, sone areas it is different. They still operate on
two-piles. Sone areas the chiefs are not involved but areas
wherein the chiefs are involved that was where you have those

condi tions.

Q Any reports of forced mning to you in 2000?

A Vell, nmy workers, ny friends that | had in Kono, up to
di sarmanment period. | had no report frommny people.

Q M Sesay, in Lebanon, did you observe any of his

in Lebanon, in 2000, concerning his soldiers?

A Since we were not living in the sane area, but all the

that he used to pass for the soldiers we used to hear about
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Because they were general | aws.

Q Such as?

A Well, since the tinme he passed the I aw that they did not
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want to see any soldier noving with arms within the township

the swanp. That | aw was di sseninated throughout Kono. | was

there --

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: You said -- he passed a |aw that all
sol di ers should not do what?

THE W TNESS: Shoul d not nmove along with guns within the
townshi p or the swanps.

MR JORDASH. Can | just take instructions please, Your
Honour? | see. Let's just finish before that.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Was that the only | aw.

MR JORDASH. Yes. That's what | was going to ask.

THE WTNESS: Well, there were other laws. Another |aw
because when we had this two-pile system other soldiers had
wanted to use the civilians to wash their own pile. So that,

agai n, he stopped the soldiers saying that: If you want
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civilians to wash your pile, you either pay themor you | ook

your own workers. So that was another -- in fact, they didn't

continue. They had wanted to start it when he passed that

MR JORDASH:

Q Do you know of any actions he took if RUF breached any

these aws? Were you aware of any?

A Well, there are laws. |f you break a law, then you will

fl ogged publicly.

Q Did you see that or hear about it?
A | heard about it. | never witnessed it.
Q M Wtness, do you know when it was M Sesay cane to be

permanently stationed in Kono?
A | can't recall the tine.

Q Do you know if it was -- | don't want you to guess, but
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you know, do you know the --
A That is why | said | can't recall the tine.
MR JORDASH: Fair enough. Can | just take instructions

pl ease.
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PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes, please you nay.

MR JORDASH: No nore questions. Thank you. Thank you,

W t ness.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes, M Qgeto, any questions.
MR OGETO. No questions. Thank you.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Ms. Hancil es, any questions.
M5 HANCI LES: No questions, Your Honour.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: No questions. Yes, M Wgona, |

it's your witness.
MR WAGONA:  Yes, My Lord.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Right. You may proceed, please.
MR WAGONA:  Thank you, My Lord.

CROSS- EXAM NED BY MR WAGONA:

VR WAGONA:
Q Good afternoon, M Wtness?
A CGood afternoon.
Q I"lI'l ask you sone questions first concerning the mning

that you tal ked about during the junta; is that okay?
A Ckay.

Q Now, is it fair to say that during the junta when you

in Kono and at Nunber 6, you were there for only one nonth;
that correct?
A It was nore than a nonth.

Q | thought you said that you did the mining for only a

and then the intervention happened?

is
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A | said one nonth and sone.
Q And sone what ?
Well, | can't estimate the nunber of days above the one

month, but it was not up to two nonths.

Q And is it fair to say that during this period you were

abl e to know the nining arrangenent that pertai ned between the
soldiers and the civilians at Nunmber 67?

A I don't know the arrangenent.

Q Yes, that's what |'masking you. Wre you able to know,
for exanple, if they were involved in a one-pile, two-pile,

whet her they were paying -- whether it was under the 30 per

and 70 per cent arrangenent?

A That was what | said earlier, that in Nunber 6 not
Koakoyi ma or Koidu or [indiscernible] a Nunber 6

Q Yes?

A Nunber 6. No soldier had any arrangenent on m ning.

had no agreenent.

Q What do you nean by that? Are you saying soldiers were

involved with mning at Nunber 67?
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A They were involved in a sense, they had their own

Because sone soldiers had two or three boys. They had their

m ning that they are sponsoring. So it means they were

Q But, what | am suggesting to you is that you do not know

whet her they were giving piles or a percentage to any bush

is that correct?
A If I didn't know The question is not clear.

Q VWl |, do you know whether the soldiers who were at

were giving percentages to any bush owner or piles to any bush

owner ?
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A kay. Ckay. Well, that one | did not nonitor it so

can't say anything about that.

Q Do you know whet her the soldiers were paying the

who were mning for then?
A Most of the ones that | know about was an agreenent. It

was support. They provided support. |f they had di anonds
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would buy it fromthem That is all | know

Q And were the soldiers who were mining at Nunber 6 arned
not ?
A Vell, AFRC tine -- AFRC tine, there were weapons.

was conmon since by then there was threat anobng thensel ves so
weapons were conmopn

Q Vel l, 1'masking you whether the soldiers who nined at
Nunber 6 were arned?

A Well, we who were there unless if they renove a grave

at night we'll go there to guard it. Even at that, it is not
easy to see themw th weapons in the bush except --

THE | NTERPRETER:  Your Honours, can the witness pl ease

the last bit?

MR WAGONA:
Q Wtness, all | aminterested in knowi ng is whether at
Nunber 6 you saw the soldiers with guns or not?

A Yes, there was sone with guns. Sone did not have.

were sonme w th guns.
Q And | woul d suggest to you that the soldiers at Nunber 6
were forcing civilians to mine for then®?

A well, if that was the case, that was in ny absence

they don't have a single pit, saying this is the pit for

or to say all the soldiers had a pit. But you'll see a
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1 with two or three boys. Another will have two or three boys.
2 So, | don't think that was -- there was any forced m ning at

3 Nunber 6.

4 Q And do you know where the soldiers took their dianonds

16:10: 10 5 they found any?

6 A That -- for that, even if | get ny own dianond, they
will

7 not know where | will take ny dianond to. So, |ikew se, if
t hey

8 have their own dianond, | don't know where they take it to.

9 JUDGE BOUTET: M Wtness, you said the soldiers had
their

16:10: 39 10 boys. They were mining with their boys. Wat do you nean by
11 that ?
12 THE W TNESS: Their workers. Their workers. Those that
13 they -- those that they were supporting. Those that were

14 supporti ng.

16:10: 53 15 JUDGE BQUTET: Thank you
16 MR WAGONA
17 Q And these were civilians; is that correct?
18 A Yes. Yes.
19 Q Now, during that period, did you get dianonds at Number

6?
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A Well, | had said earlier on that | could end up the --

where | went initially | did not end up the m ning because

before -- before | could end up the intervention happened.
Q So you had not got any dianmponds; is that correct?
A We were on the mning. W were not yet conpleted. W

yet conpl et ed because the place was deep, when the

happened.
Q So would | be right to say that Number 6 is not a place
that you woul d have said was productive for m ning?

A I cannot say that because di anobnd was put on -- put in
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ground by God.

THE | NTERPRETER: Your Honours can the w tness take that

agai n.
MR WAGONA:
Q Wtness, can you start your answer again, please.
A kay. Can | get the question again?
Q Okay. |'msuggesting to you that Nunber 6 was not a

productive or fertile place for m ning?
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A Yes, that is what | said. | cannot say that because | -

extracted the gravel and | had not yet washed it. Wen you
renove you extract gravel and you wash it, then you woul d know

whet her that was fertile, the ground was fertile or not. But

you have not yet washed it, you wouldn't know.
Q Ckay. Let ne put it this way. Wen you went to Kono to

| ook for a place to mne, you easily found a place at Nunber

is that correct?
A Yes, quite correct. |Is in the sense --

Q That there was no ID man for people wanting to go to

6, that's why it was easy for you to get a place at Nunber 67?

A Yes, because there were many people there, but since it

a village, sonme who cane would settle in the town, but ny

advi sed ne --
THE | NTERPRETER:  Your Honours the witness is --
MR WAGONA:

Q Wtness could you speak a bit |ouder -- could you speak

little |louder, the interpreters are not hearing you. And

you go slowy and explain your answer again please?

A Ckay. The mining -- it's not that | decided to just

mning. That was a hidden place. That's why | went there.

SCSL - TRI AL CHAMBER |
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friend directed ne there. | asked himfor a favour and he

directed me there. So that's why |

went there because sone

people love to mine in the city, like Koidu mning. Sone did

like to go into the village to do mining. So, fromthat you

woul d realise that there were many people in those -- those

villages. Wen ny friend directed me there, since | was not a

native of that land, if someone was a native of that |and and

directed me to do that, | would follow him

Q So the town was nore attractive to mine in than the

where you went; not so?

A Real |y, that was what | observed, because -- because

decided to settle in the big towns to do mining than going to

vil | ages.

Q And apart from Number 6 during this time you did not
mne -- visit other mning sites; did you?

A You nean to go on a visit there or what?

Q Yes, for any reason?

A Yes, since | had been there once to do nining when the

were -- since the boys were there

woul d nove around on the
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ot her

on in
Q
A

Q

-- to the other side just to observe how nining was

the other areas, in the other swanps.
And this was in the other areas in the villages; not so?
Yes, in the sane village. In the same Nunber 6

Now, after the intervention you fled to Bunbuna, where a

sol di er harassed you; do you renenber saying that?

A

They were not soldiers, they were not Sierra Leone

sol diers. They were ECOMOG sol diers by the nane of Moses.

Q Ckay. | thought it was a junta soldier?
A No.
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Q Now, witness, | would suggest to you that all the mining
whi ch Kennedy was involved in at Yengema was being done for
RUF; is that correct?
A Vel l, the man was an RUF man.
Q I didn't hear that please. Are you saying Kennedy was -
A Kennedy was RUF.
Q And | woul d suggest to you that the civilians nmined for
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RUF at Yengemm; is that correct?

A Well, that's a suggestion you're making but | didn't see
for nmyself. It didn't happen in nmy presence at all

Q And | would al so say to you, that the mners, civilian
m ners, who came to Yengema to nine for the RUF, lived in

Koakoyi ma; what do you have to say about?

A No. It did not happen in that way. Because in Yengema
there was no site per se for the RUF, but their own side of
portion was the one-pile system They did not even do m ning.
Only civilians did mning in that area.

Q And | woul d al so suggest to you that the civilians were
escorted from Koakoyima to come and mine and they woul d be
escorted back to Koakoyima. What do you say about that?

A From Koakoyi ma to Yengenma you nean?

Q Yes, to mine and they would be escorted back to the canp

Koakoyi ma?

A There was no canp in Koakoyinma, first of all. There was

canp. No particular canp to say that there was a particul ar

for RUF. If they wanted to engage in mning to say that they
were going to use a particular place, no, it was not existing.

That particular place was not existing even in Koakoyi na.

was no certain place in Yengena to say that they were mining

SCSL - TRIAL CHAMBER |
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this particular place for RUF fromthe onset.

Q And when you say there was no canp in Koakoyinma, are you
referring to 1999 or 20007

A Canp in a sense -- to say for instance, to say they were

escorted from Koakoyi ma to Yengema. After the mning, they

escort them again to Koakoyi ma. That neans when they cone to

them in Koakoyinma, there's a certain area where they woul d

them and keep them That's what |I'mreferring to, that it did

not exi st.

Q But do you accept that the civilians who nmined were

from Koakoyi ma?

A No. Cvilians would come from Koakoyi ma and go to mne

Yengerma or Bunpe or Geya. Yes, it does happen, not even with
force.

Q And during your stay in Kono from 1999, do you know if

RUF had a mining unit?

A Yes, there was a nining unit.

Q And | woul d suggest to you that the mining unit --
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: M Wagona, you said in what year, the

mning unit.
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MR WAGONA:  Well, My Lord, | first asked for his

during the time he was there. He had said he was there from

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes. So you are back to '99 now.
MR WAGONA:

Q And you say you were there from'99 to which year?
To 2000.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: And what was he doing there?
MR WAGONA:  Well, My Lord he said --

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: You said you were in --
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MR WAGONA: I n Kono.

PRESI DING JUDGE: -- in Kono. GCkay. And you went to
Koakoyi na.

MR WAGONA:
Q And is it correct that the nmining unit, during the tine

were in Kono, was based in Koakoyi ma?
A Yes, there was a nining unit there.

Q And | woul d suggest to you that the workers who worked

the mining unit, live in Koakoyi ma?



16: 23:23 10 A No. The mining unit, it's a unit, not a unit that
wor ker s

11 woul d be in or there was a particul ar area where they woul d
be.

12 The mining unit is there to control the mning. Even if an
RUF

13 menber was involved in civilian nmining, by then they were not

14 they had not yet started the G5. The mining unit was there to

16: 23: 57 15 intervene if there was a case in -- the -- it's not that they

had

16 a store to keep shovels or what not. It was a unit to contro

17 t he mining.

18 Q And, witness, | would suggest to you that during this
time,

19 when Kennedy was involved with mining, any dianond that was
found

16: 24: 31 20 was al ways subnmitted to Kennedy?

21 A el | .

22 Q There was no two --

23 A Huh.

24 Q There was no two-pile system Al dianonds that were

16:24: 49 25 found, were given to Kennedy?

26 A You nean they were digging and they would give it to
t hen?

27 Are you saying that there was no two-pile systemby then? |
want

28 to get that area clearly.

29 Q Yes, | amsaying there is no tw-pile system \Wenever
a

SCSL - TRIAL CHAMBER |
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di anond was found, it was always given to Kennedy?
A No, there was a two-pile system There was a two-pile
systemexisting. It operated in all sectors.
Q And is it correct to say that at the mning site at
Yengenma, the site was guarded by RUF,
A Yes, because it was a single site -- it was a single
if asitelike this they would guard it. The --
THE | NTERPRETER:  Your Honours, can the witness take it
agai n?
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Was it guarded?
THE WTNESS: No, sir.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: It was not guarded?
THE WTNESS: No, it was not guarded at all
MR WAGONA:
Q So is it therefore correct to say that it is your
that there woul d be no arned person at the mning site?
A No armed nen or no armns.
Q No armed nen.
A The arnmed men were not going to the site.
Q But was Kennedy visiting the site?
A Kennedy would go there at tinmes. |In fact, it was not a
single site. It was not a single site. If you had a friend



23 go and visit, you would go to the site. The swanp s were

24 scattered all over
16:27: 21 25 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Did Kennedy go?
26 THE WTNESS: Yes he would -- he usually went there
Sir
27 MR WAGONA!
28 Q Wtness, | would put it to you that the RUF were forcing
29 civilians to mne for themat the Yengena site; what do you
have
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1 to say?
2 A No, that's not true. They were not forcing civilians.
The
3 | arge scale of mning to say that there were particular --
t here
4 was a particular pit where civilians were m ning throughout
t he

16:28:08 5 time | was there, it was not happening.

6 Q And | would also put it to you, that during this time,
no

7 civilian supporters were involved with RUF nining; what do you

8 have to say?

9 A The question is not clear
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Q I"msaying that during this tinme there was no system

civilians like you were allowed to support other civilians to
m ne. There was no such systenf

A It was existent. | aman exanple, in fact. | was a
civilian and there are a ot of other exanmples. They all owed

civilians to support mning. |If you have a dianond, it's

Q Now, you tal ked about when M |ssa Sesay was supporting

school in Yengemn, was that in 1999?

A When | went in 1999, the school was functioning up to

year 2000.

Q Well, ny question is: WAs he supporting the school in
1999?

A | said when | went there the school was operating, the

school was functioning, up to 2000.

Q Okay. You went there in 19997

A Yes.

Q Was he al ready supporting the school when you went there
19997

A Vell, I -- when | went there the school was functioning.

The school functioning.
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PRESI DI NG JUDGE: You went there in 1999, and you net

school functioning?
THE WTNESS: Yes, sir.
MR WAGONA
Q And then when M |ssa Sesay passed a | aw prohibiting

fighters fromgoing with guns to the mning site, was that in

19997

A That was the first |aw he passed. That was the first

Q Vell, witness, |'masking you about the tine. Ws it

A Yes. The tinme when | went in 1999 to Kono, | net the --

the | aw had been passed al ready.

Q And when M |ssa Sesay said the RUF should not ask the
civilians to wash their pile for them was that also in 1999?
A It was in the sane year because when you went there, you

woul d be aware of those things if you were working. |If you

mning, if they passed a | aw, you would be aware of it.

when they woul d extract the gravel, the boys would send to do

washi ng, they wanted to take the civilian boys to wash the
di amonds. So they passed a | aw that any RUF pile should be
washed by thenselves -- by the RUF t hensel ves.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Was it in 1999?

THE WTNESS: Yes, sir.

MR WAGONA:
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Q And is it correct to say that in 1999 M |ssa Sesay was

charge of RUF admi nistration in Kono?

A Well, it was not put to himdirectly. It was |later on

cane to understand, it was |later on that we cane to understand
that he was in -- the | eader of the RUF because by then we did

not know him W only knew of Foday Sankoh. It was later on
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after some people left here to Kono, to go to Kono, when they

held a nmeeting at Koidu Town. That was when we cane to know

| ssa Sesay was the | eader of the RUF by then, but for the tine

cannot recall because all along we knew Msquito and Foday
Sankoh.

Q But do you accept that in 1999 M Issa Sesay was the
hi ghest RUF person based in Kono?

A Yes.

MR WAGONA: My Lords, that will be all.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Thank you
MR WAGONA:  Thank you, M W tness.

THE W TNESS: Thank you too.



13 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: M Jordash, any re-exam nation pl ease.

14 MR JORDASH: Yes, please.
16: 34:58 15 RE- EXAM NED BY MR JORDASH

16 MR JORDASH

17 Q You just mentioned, M Wtness, a time when -- no,
won' t

18 ask that question. Let me start again. You nentioned the
m ni ng

19 unit. You were asked -- you were asked about the nmining unit
by

16: 35: 50 20 my learned friend for the Prosecution to your left, and you
sai d

21 it wasn't a unit controlling a particular area. It was a unit
22 whi ch woul d intervene in a particular case. | think that's
what
23 you sai d.
24 A Yes.
16: 36: 04 25 Q Coul d you expl ain what you neant by the mining unit --
26 A Yes.
27 A Yes.
28 Q Intervening but not being in control of a particular
ar ea.
29 What was the mning unit doi ng when you went there in 1999?
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My doubt is that --
Pl ease go sl ow.

What do you nean by area?

o > O F

Vell, | think you said, unless | wote this down

i naccurately, that it was not a unit in a particular area, not

unit controlling a particular area but it would interfere or

intervene in a particular case; do you renenber saying that?

A That's not -- that's not the statenent.

Q Vell, | think maybe we've |l ost something in translation

then. Unless | wote what was translated down i naccurately.

you renenber being asked about the mining unit?

A Yes. Yes.

Q VWhat were you trying to say about what it did?

A I was trying to explain about the mining unit. The
unit, | was trying to explain about, | said the mning unit

not a unit that occupied a particular place. They forned the

group to control the mning in the case of -- for exanple, if

you woul d have soneone in control -- wherever you were you

have soneone in control of that area

Q Control in what sense?
A Okay. For instance, when they asked nme if the mining
unit -- whether that was not the place they were canping the

wor kers which they forced to do the nmining. Then | answered,

said no. The unit was there to take care of the mining



16: 38: 54 25 in Kono. That was why the unit existed.

26 MR JORDASH. All right. | hope that's clear.

27 JUDGE BOUTET: |'mnot sure it needed that kind of

28 clarification, but that's okay.

29 MR JORDASH. | wanted to be sure because it's part of
our
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1 case.

2 JUDGE BOUTET: That's fine. W didn't interfere with
your

3 re-examnation this time

4 MR JORDASH. | was expecting that.

16:39:29 5 JUDGE BOQUTET: Yeah, | know. | know.

6 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Because nining units were a new
subj ect .

7 So | was just listening. You asked your question and you
hear d

8 what you want froma reply.

9 MR JORDASH. That's it, | finished. Thank you very
much.

16: 39: 39 10 Thank you, M W tness.
11 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: M Wtness is anxious to go hone.

12 Vell, M Wtness, we've cone to the end of your
testi nony.



13 We want to thank you for finding time to come and testify

before
14 this Tribunal and to share your experiences with us. So we
t hank
16: 40: 25 15 you very much for comng and you are rel eased. W w sh you a
16 save journey to wherever you are living now. You look like a
17 very nobile person. So have a safe journey to your place of
18 abode. Thank you
19 Can he be let out of the courtroomplease. And at this
16:41:12 20 stage the Chanmber will recess, and we'll resunme in the next
21 couple of mnutes. W'IIl rise, please.
22 [ The witness withdrew
23 [Break taken at 4.41 p.m]
24 [ RUF26 FEBO8D]
17:16:54 25 [ Upon resum ng at 17.16]
26 [ The witness entered Court]
27 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes, M Jordash, you nay conti nue.
. 28 MR JORDASH. We woul d now call DI S-063, who will testify
in
29 Krio.
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1 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: DIS-0 --

2 MR JORDASH. -- 63. Testifying in Krio, Nunber 40
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PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Nunber what?

MR JORDASH: Number 40. | think I've got it right this
time.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: You've passed the test this tinme.

MR JORDASH: Yes, one closer to the finish.

JUDGE BQUTET: It is always good news to hear

MR JORDASH: If --

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes, can the witness be sworn in

JUDGE BOUTET: What is the | anguage of this witness?
MR JORDASH: Krio. Krio Your Honour.
JUDGE BQUTET: Thank you.

W TNESS: DI S-063 [ Sworn]

[ The witness answered through interpreter]
MR JORDASH:  Your Honour, in order to avoid going into a

closed session, |'d like to hand up a very brief personal --

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Personal history.
MR JORDASH. -- history. It may well be that the

Prosecution will want to cross-exanined on it but, that's as

as | intend to -- well, | may touch upon it but, this should

us going into a cl osed session.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Can you show that to the Prosecution
pl ease.

MR JORDASH: They've got a copy.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Ch, they've got a copy, okay. Thank

There is no objection. It is tendered. M Fynn, no
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MR FYNN: There is no objection, nmy Lord, save that in
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extreme of caution | wish ny learned friend to confirmthat IS
refers to the first accused.
MR JORDASH: | can confirmthat.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: You can confirmthat, thank you.

MR JORDASH: Can | tender that as an exhibit?
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes, it is admitted and marked as
Exhi bit 297.
M5 KAMJZORA:  Yes, My Lord.
[ Exhibit No. 297 was admitted]

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Marked confidentially. Al right.

M Jordash, you may proceed pl ease.

EXAM NED BY MR JORDASH:

MR JORDASH:
Q CGood afternoon M Wtness. You need to put -- can you
put -- thank you. And again. M Wtness, |'mgoing to ask

questions first and there m ght be some questions from others,



17 and particularly the Prosecution who sit to your left. Now,

18 know t hat you speak very fast, so | can give you this warning

19 now, to try to speak as slowy as you can. Because what you
say

17:23: 15 20 will be translated, so you need to give the translators a

chance

21 to transl ate; okay?

22 A Ckay, sir.

23 Q If you don't understand a question, please ask ne to
repeat

24 the question. Now, let ne deal with a few personal details.
How

17:24:00 25 old are you?

26 A 38 years.
27 Q Are you married?
28 A Yes, sir.
29 Q Do you have any chil dren?
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1 A Yes, sir.
2 Q How many?
3 A Vel |l | have two.
4 Q You only have two children?

17:24:31 5 A | gave birth to five in all but two of themare Iiving

with
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me. The rest, the remaining they are living with their

Q Were you married before?

A Yes, sir.

Q Did you go to school ?

A Yes, | went to school, sir.

Q Until which fornP

A | stopped at formfour, sir.

Q Can you read and wite?

A Yes, sir.

Q Who occupation do you have at the nonent?

A Presently I'min business.

Q Where do you live, presently?

A. [ REDACTED]
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: That shoul d be redact ed.
MR JORDASH. Thank you

Q Renenber not to give such specifics which woul d enabl e

to be identified, such as your address, okay? W are in an

session, so whilst the public can't see you, they can hear

There is no one in the public gallery at the noment, so

no problem Now, | gave the Judges a short personal history

whi ch expl ai ned how you knew M Sesay between the years of

to 1989; okay? And the fact that --
A Yes, sir.

Q -- he disappeared fromyour life, at |east, in 1989,



Page 110

rel ationship

17:27:19

17:28: 08

after

17: 28: 44
Court.

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

SCSL - TRI AL CHAMBER |

SESAY ET AL

26 FEBRUARY 2008 OPEN SESSI ON

you cane to know himagain in 1997; is that right?
A Yes, sir.

Q So the Court can understand the nature of your

in 1985 to 1989, were you friends?

A Yes, sir.
Q And woul d you count yourself a friend now?
A I wouldn't count himas a friend agai n because by then

were friends, but now | would take himas a brother

Q And have you visited himin detention?

A No, sir.

Q When's the last tinme you saw himapart fromtoday?
A The last time | saw himwas when he was in Freetown

the di sarmanent process. When he cane to settle in Freetown,

there was once when | went to visit himat Murray Town. Since

then | did not see him not until today when | saw himin

Q Thank you. Now let nme take you to the --

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Was he staying with you in your house
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[ REDACTED| in 19897
MR JORDASH: Can that be redacted?
THE WTNESS: Yes, sir.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: The nane is not --

MR JORDASH. No, but --

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: On, well well well well. Anyway, |

that back. It should be redacted. 1t should be redacted. |
see, | see the mschief. M Jordash you may go on, please.

MR JORDASH: Ckay.

Q Don't worry there's nobody in the public gallery, and no
one will hear that except those in this room okay?
A Yes, sir
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Q Let me take you, M Wtness, to the early years of the
very briefly. Wre you in -- where were you in 19917

A Vell, in 1991 1 was in a mning village by the nane of
Makong.

MR JORDASH. Can you speak up a bit please?

JUDGE BOQUTET: Yeah, we seemto have the sanme problem



7 we had before with the translation booth. | don't know how

you

8 speak in the mcrophone, but your voice disappears at tines.
9 THE | NTERPRETER  Sorry, Your Honours.

17:30: 54 10 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: You are audi ble fromthe booth, you're
11 qui te audi ble, apparently. It's the witness | think who is

not

12 sufficiently audible.
13 JUDCE BQUTET: It's both. Her voice recedes.
14 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: It recedes, | see.

17:31:11 15 JUDGE THOWPSON: It's fluctuating between close to the
16 m crophone and back.
17 MR JORDASH:. Yes.
18 Q So, you are in a mning village by the nane of Makonp
19 [sic]; are you working at this time?

17:31: 28 20 A Yes, sir.
21 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: \What's the nane agai n?
22 MR JORDASH:  Makonp.
23 Q Is that right, did you say Makonp?
24 A Makong. Yes, sir.

17:31: 44 25 Q Makomnp?
26 A Makong.
27 Q M A- K- O- M P?
28 A K-ONG
29 Q I thought you said Makonp. VWhich district is that?
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A Tonkolili District.

Did you nove fromthere at sone stage?

Yes, sir. |'m--

THE | NTERPRETER:  Your Honours, can the witness take it
agai n?
Q M Wtness, raise your voice slightly. You have a very

deep and | ow voi ce which nmakes it difficult.

A Ckay sir.

Q Let nme start again. You are in Makong. Were you

t here?

A Yes, | used to buy gold there, sir.

Q Did you remain there after 19917

A No, sir. | noved to village, another mning village.

THE | NTERPRETER:  Your Honours | still cannot get the

of the village he noved to.

MR JORDASH:

Which village did you nove to?
Baonao.

Did you stay in Baomao?

Yes, sir.

Until which year?

1994.

o » O » O > O

And where did you go in 19947



24 A Well, in 1994, it was ny understanding that the war was

17:33:44 25 getting close to our home, and since ny nother was an old
worman |
26 decided to cone close to her.
27 Q Where was she?
" 28 A I noved from Baonmao and went to Makali, my home town
ere

29 my not her was.
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1 Q And did you remain in Makali in 19947
2 A Yes, sir.
3 Q Did you nove fromthere at sone stage?
4 A Yes, sir.
17:34:23 5 Q Where did you go?
6 A Vell, | went to Makeni.
7 Q And which year did you go to Makeni ?
8 A Well, it was after they attacked my home town Makali .
Then
9 I left for Makeni. From Makeni, when it was cleared up |
17:34: 49 10 returned. | decided then to go to Kono.

11 Q VWi ch year did you go to Makeni;?
12 A ' 94.

13 Q From Makeni you went to Kono. Which year did you go to
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Kono?
A It was in the sane, '94.
Q Way did you go to Kono in '94?

A Wel |, because where | was doing ny business, throughout

the tinme at Makong and Baonmao but since the war had got into

those areas | had no access to go into the area again. So |

to Kono to start off dianond m ning.

Q Do you recall when President Kabbaa's governnent was
overthrown by the junta in 1997?

Yes, yes, sir.

Where were you at that time?

At that tinme | was in Kono, sir.

Had you remained in Kono from 1994 until that time?

Yes, sir.

o >» 0 » O >

Did you remain in Kono after Johnny Paul Koroma took

in Freetown?
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A Yes, sir, | was still in Koidu Town, sir.

Q Wi ch area of Koidu Town were you living in, the area?
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A [No interpretation]

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Leave that. Leave that asi de.

THE W TNESS: Ckay, okay. | was in Koidu Town.
MR JORDASH:
Q In a particular area?

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: But, in a particular area, not

a particul ar address.

THE WTNESS: Ckay sir. | was at Tonkoro.

MR JORDASH:
And at the tine of the overthrow, were you still mining?
Well, the day of the overthrow | was working at Nunber

so after the overthrow --

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: You were working or mning?

THE WTNESS: | was mining, sir.
MR JORDASH:
Q And did anything happen in Kono at the tine of the

overthrow or soon there after; did any arnmed nen cone into

A Wel |, the day they announced that they had overthrown

Presi dent Kabbaa, | did not see arnmed nmen. But after two

then | started seeing armed men going in with, in Hilux

Q Do you know whi ch group, or groups these arned nen
to?

A No. | don't know, sir.

Q Did you initially continue nining?

A Yes, sir.

Q Did you continue mning at Number 117



t he

Page 115

he

t he

17:39: 35

17:40: 03

17: 40: 14

29

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

A No, sir. | was no |longer mning at Nunmber 11 because
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person who owned the |icence was not around anynore. By then

had gone with the gravel
Q So what did you do after this person had left? Did you

| ook for somewhere else to m ne?

A Yes, sir
Q How did you | ook for sonewhere else to m ne?
A Well, a saw a friend, one of ny friend who was at

Koakoyi ma, xxxxx xxxxx, he was comonly call ed.

THE | NTERPRETER:  Your Honours, can the witness go at a
nmoder at e pace?

MR JORDASH:
Q Renmenber to go -- take it, the best way to do it is to
probably pause after two sentences. Try that?
A Ckay sir.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Don't distance yourself fromthe

m crophone because we get into that sane scenario. W want

interpreters to hear you audibly.
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THE W TNESS: Ckay, sir.

MR JORDASH

Q So you had a friend at Koakoyim. And go on, what

with this friend at Koakoyi ma?

A | went to see himand told himthat | wanted to work in
pl ot.

Q Where was he m ni ng?

A Wl his plot was | ocated between Congo Bridge, towards

Koi du Town. That was where the plot was | ocated.
Q How far fromthe centre of town?
A It's approxi mately about one mile off from Koidu Town,

t owar ds Koakoyi ma
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Q And what did he say when you asked if you could work in

pl ot ?

A He said it was not a problem that | should start
Q Was your friend a fighter or civilian?

A He was civilian. Cvilian, sir

Q And did you go to his plot and start working?
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Yes, sir.

Who was at his plot working?

I did not get the question clearly, sir.
Where there other workers at the plot?
Yes, sir.

Cvilians or fighters, or both?

No. They were civilians there, sir.

. >» 0 » O 2 O P

Can you renenber when you started working approxi nately

nunber of civilians working there?
A VWll | was not the only one in the pit, sir. Because

normally the way we operate, three boys forma group. Since

pit was large, sonetinmes it would be ten groups in a pit,

inapit.
Q How many pits in that plot?

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: You said there could be ten groups
working in a pit or ten people working in a pit? Ten groups?
Can you take that again?

THE WTNESS: GCkay. Wat | neant sir, the pit would be

big as this courtroombut, because it was |large, three nen

not be able to work in it. Because of that, the bosses, |ike

about ten of us would have three boys, three workers would

group. So three by ten would be 30. So 30 would work in a

single pit. That's what | nean, sir.
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MR JORDASH:

Q Did you say, and | want to nmake sure that it wasn't the

translation. | think it mght be clear but, were you saying

a pit this size, the size of this courtroonf

A Yes, a pit can be a size of this courtroom yes.

Q And there can be 30 people working in a pit?

A Yes, sir.

Q Are you able to say how many pits at this particul ar

| ocati on where you were wor ki ng?

A Yes, sir.

Q How many?

A About three pits were there.

Q So around 90 peopl e?

A Yes, sir.

Q Cvilians or fighters when you were there, during --

A Cvilians, sir

Q Was there a supporter for these 90 civilians?

A Yes, sir there were supporters. Even nyself, | was a

supporter.

Q How many supporters for these 90 civilians?

A Well, that | cannot tell you because it depends on, on
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i ndi vidual 's earning power. Sone people would have ten

Q I"'mnot sure | followthat.
A What | nean, you cannot specifically tell that this, a

particul ar individual has three or four groups. The only

woul d say is that for each group there are three people in it.
If you were, if you have noney, you would have ten groups, in

whi ch ten people would be in each of those groups. It depends

your earning power. But, if you want me to say the anount of
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supporters there, | would be unable to say that.
MR JORDASH. | don't knowif it's -- | think it's
me but, | noticed the tine and it nmay be a case of dimnishing

returns frommy perspective but --

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: But he has just told you that he is

abl e to say how many supporters, you know.
MR JORDASH: Yes, but --

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: \Where anongst the 90, he says that

were three groups of 30, 90, how many supporters he doesn't
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It's not very inportant a point. There were supporters there.
The point is made. He was one of the supporters --

MR JORDASH:  Yes.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: -- from what he says, yes.

MR JORDASH. Ckay. Let's continue then.

M Wtness?

Yes, sir.

Q How |l ong did you work as a supporter at this particular
pl ot; do you recall?

A Yes, | worked -- the place was deep, so | worked, |

for a nonth. | renoved the gravel, | washed the gravel, and

within two nonths.

Q D d somet hi ng happen after that two nonths?

A After the two nonths, petrol was scarce so | stopped the
m ni ng.

Q Ckay, so let's just deal with that two nonths.

A Yes, sir.

Q Who received the gravel in the pits which nade up --

A Well, at that tine it was xxxxx Xxxxx who | would give
the pile. Wen we extract, | would take my own portion and he

SCSL - TRI AL CHAMBER |

SESAY ET AL

26 FEBRUARY 2008 OPEN SESSI ON



1 woul d take his own.

2 Q And the workers, did they receive anything?
3 A Yes, sir. Because, what the workers got was nmine. Wen
4 they washed it, | would have it. That was the bargain.
17:49:11 5 Q And were there any arned nmen at the site during that two
6 nmont hs?
7 A Armed nen were not present, sir.
8 Q Did anyone at the site have to give anything to any
ar ned
9 men?
_ _17:49:33 10 A Well, they were not conming to the site where | was
m ni ng
11 so | cannot tell whether soneone gave them sonet hi ng.
12 Q Were you aware of any mining going on in other places?
13 A Yes, sir.
14 Q O her places within Koidu Town?
17:50:17 15 A Yes, sir. Yes, sir.
16 Q Q her places within Kono District?
17 A Yes, sir. Mning was going on Sir.
18 Q Do you know who was m ning in Koidu Town?
19 A Wel | Koidu Town, | knew they were mning there but | did
17:50: 49 20 not know who were mining there because | was based in
Koakoyi ma
21 so | had no business going to the other nmining site.
22 Q Well did you receive any informati on as to whether
23 civilians or fighters were mning in Koidu Town?
24 A No. | did not get that information, sir.
17:51: 24 25 Q Were you living in Koidu Town?

26 A No, sir. | was based in Koakoyim, sir.
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Q Did you travel and go into Koidu Town during these two

mont hs?
A | don't under st and.
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Q Did you have any cause to go into Koidu Town during the

mont hs that you were living in Koakoyi ma?

A Yes, sir.
Q D d you observe who was novi ng around Koi du Town?
A Well during that tinme, Koidu Town, after the overthrow

there were a lot of civilians. But once in a while soldiers
woul d | eave Freetown and went to the place

Q D d you observe whether civilians were noving in Koidu

or was there a restriction of any kind?
A No. During that tinme life was nornal, after President
Kabbaa had been overthrown. W used to go to the nightclubs,

light, electric was there. The Lebanese were selling and a

of business transaction were going on. And there were no
restriction as to how people could nmove fromone place to

anot her.
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Q Are you -- were there any restrictions on how peopl e,
civilians could nmove from Koi du Town to the environs of Kono?
A No, sir. People were going about their business. There
was no problemsir.

Q And business was? Wat kind of business was being done

civilians?

A Well, they used to sell rice by bag, petrol. They used
sell assorted goods as they used to sell in normal tines.
Q After the two nonths of working at that plot did you go

sonewher e el se?
A | left there. | was involved in business because it was
difficult to get petrol, even a single gallon. So the little

money | had | engaged in business instead of going into

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Ckay. Now that he's changing his
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profession frommining to -- yes, yes, okay?
MR JORDASH: Just one question.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Pl ease, do go ahead.
MR JORDASH:

Q Way did you not mne without petrol?
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A Well, actually to start with, mning, during the early

times when | left school | was not involved in mning at all

was only involved in buying, in buying gold.

Q But what |'masking is, it is possible isn't it, to mne
wi t hout petrol, wthout --

A You can mine without petrol but, | do not fancy m ning.

There are tinmes when it |ooks difficult for ne when | nmine in

pl ace without using petrol, even if --

MR JORDASH: W are not getting this clearly. Perhaps
can save that question for Thursday. | think everyone's a bit
tired.

THE W TNESS: Ckay.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: That's your presunption. Well |earned

counsel will have to rise. And | wish all of you a very

m d- weekend. The Chanber will rise. W wll resune the

on Thur sday.

[ Wher eupon the hearing adjourned at 5.57

to be reconvened on Thursday, the 28th day

February 2008, at 9.30 a.m]
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