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[ RUFLFEBO8A- DG

Thur sday, 29 February 2008

[ Open sessi on]

[ The accused present]

[ Upon conmencing at 9.45 a.m]

[ The witness entered Court]

W TNESS: DI S-027 [ Conti nued]

[ The wi tness answered through interpreter]
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Good norning, |earned counsel. W are

resum ng our proceedings and M -- yes, it was M Qgeto,

right, who was --
MR OGETG  Yes, it was ne. Yes.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes.

MR OCETO. Good norning, My Lords, | have no questions

the witness.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: No questions?
MR OCETO  Yes.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Thank you. M Cammegh.
MR CAMMEGH. May | please, Your Honour.
CRCSS- EXAM NED BY MR CAMVEGH:
MR CAMVEGH:
Q I have got just a few questions for you, please, Madam

Wtness. Madam | think it's right, isn't it? That sone tine

the second hal f of 1999, Konba Gbundena cane in to Makeni and
tried to take large nunbers of children out of the town; am|l

correct?
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PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Sone tine when? Late 1990 --
MR CAMVEGH: Yes. Late, the second half, | can't --

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: O 1999.
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MR CAMMEGH. The second hal f, yes, of '99.

Q Is that right, Madam Wtness?
A Yes, sir.
Q Thank you. And so far as you were aware, were those

children kept in the bushes or in the bush, in the surrounding
area of Makeni, until about October of that year, of 1999?

A He didn't keep them We were just near by Easton

He was in Nunber 2, I was in Nunber 7. Wen we had the

they said they should catch the children, then everybody took

children and ran into the bush

Q How many children, in your estimation, ran into the bush

that tinme?

A I know about ny children. The others, everybody was in

bush findi ng sonewhere.
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Q Can you gi ve sone approxi mation of the nunber of

that you're tal king about?

A The ones | had with ne?

Q Yes.

A I had 15 children.

Q And apart fromthe children that you were responsible

were you aware of other children running away from Makeni at

sane time and staying in the bush?

A Except, when they asked us to conme back to the town then

went and asked the nothers of those children to cone back to

town. It was then everybody took their children out.

Q And you say, it was then that everybody took their

out. Roughly, how many children were taken out?
A W all cane to the town.

Q What ki nd of -- what nunber of children? How nany?
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roughly.
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A They were many because at that tine the ones we took to

themto school, they were about 60.
Q Ckay. What happened to those chil dren when Supernan and
Konba Gounderma | eft Makeni, in about October of 19997

A Not hi ng. Nothing. Absolutely nothing. They were with

Then | opened the school for them
Q Now, did they cone back into the town at around the sane

time that Superman and Konmba Gbundema |eft?

A That was the time we canme back. W did not neet them
| onger.
Q OCkay. And so is it right, that the main reason that

cane back was because Superman and Konmba Gbundena had finally
left the town?

A No, sir. |Issa Sesay sent to us in the bush saying that

shoul d cone back to town, since the bad nen have gone.

Q Ckay. That's fine. So as far as you were concerned,

Wtness, was it safe to go back to Makeni, as soon as Supernman
and Konba Gounderma had gone?

A Yes. They sent people to get us fromthe bush.

Q Okay. Now, | think you immediately got to work, didn't

you, in setting up schools after Sesay cane back; is that

A Yes, sir. He called us saying that we should cone to

town, there was no problem But at that time --

THE | NTERPRETER: Lear ned counsel, can the w tness
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Q Madam coul d you repeat your answer please? The

m ssed your answer.
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A Ckay, sir.

Q So could you just repeat what you just said?

A When they asked us to cone back to the town, we cane

some people, then we had a neeting. And after the neeting

said if anybody had anything to do wi th sonebody's house or

anybody's property, he said he will nolest that person. So we
shoul d cone back to the town and | eave the bush

Q I can't renenber if | just asked this question or not,

is it right that the period that you're tal king about is about
Oct ober or Novenber of 1999; is that the tine?

A Sir, | can't renenber dates, but at the tinme we cane

fromthe bush it was about three days. And then we cane back

call others to cone back to the town.
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Q Okay. Now, you've describe Sesay calling people back

the town?

A Yes, sir

Q There were other -- there were other RUF conmanders in
Makeni at that tinme as well, weren't there; do you renenber?
A Except the ones that were in our house. He was calling

Nyandeno. He took us out of the houses.
Q Okay. Do you remenber a man call ed Augustine Gbao
travelling in and out of Makeni between about October and
Decenber of 1999, and finally settling in Makeni in January of
20007

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Too | ong.

MR CAMMVEGH: Ckay.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Too | ong.

MR CAMVEGH:
Q Let ne first ask you: Do you renenber a man called
SCSL - TRI AL CHAMBER |
SESAY ET AL
29 FEBRUARY ( AMENDED) OPEN SESSI ON

August i ne Gbhao?
A Yes, sir.

Q Do you renmenber himtravelling in or out of Mkeni, or
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you renenber himvisiting Makeni on regul ar occasi ons between
approxi mately Cctober 1999 and the end of that year?

A Sir, | did not see that nman going into the bush to take

fromthe bush. The one | saw was Kal |l on

Q Can you renenber whether M Gbao set up hone in Maken

about January of 2000 and remained there in the nonths that

fol | oned?
A I have a place in Makeni, but we left.
Q Ri ght.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: |s your question answered, M Camegh?

don't think so.
MR CAMMEGH. No. I'Ill pursue it.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: You better pursue it, yes.
MR CAMMEGH: |'Il return to that, Your Honour, | think

PRESI DI NG JUDGE:  Yes.

VR CAMVEGH
Q Now you' ve testified already about the fact that you
started -- or you opened various schools in the Makeni area;
that right?
A Yes, sir.
Q I think you opened in total about 51 schools; is that
correct?
A Yes, sir. But the one was a m ssion school, we just
the children there. It was a nission
Q And you did this after Sesay and ot her comanders
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1 A I don't understand.
2 Q Al right. Ddyou-- well, I"lIl put it this way: Wre
3 you able to set up any schools before Sesay came back?
4 A No. There was no chance.
10: 05:55 5 Q Now, is it right for me to suggest that when you were --
6 whil e you were setting up these schools and collecting
children
7 together to attend those schools, you received the ful
8 cooperation of all the | ocal RUF commanders; is that correct?
9 A Yes, sir. It was I, nyself, who went to Issa and he
gave

10: 06: 34 10 me the okay.

11 Q Ckay. But --
12 A He said | shouldn't offend anyone.
13 Q OCkay. Wien he said you shouldn't offend anyone, what do

14 you nmean by that? Do you nean that --

10: 06: 53 15 A He said | should not take sonebody's house by force, or
16 take anybody's land. Whatever | wanted | should ask him
17 Q Ckay. But just to revert to the question | asked a few
18 monent s ago, would you agree that in order to set up your

school s
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you received the full cooperation, not only of Issa Sesay, but

all the other |local RUF commanders as well; do you agree?

A W went to a neeting. | called themto a neeting in the
school. Then they said | should carry on

Q When you say, "They said | should carry on," who are you

referring to?
A Morris Kallon and sone people. | don't understand the

people, | don't know them They went to us with the chiefs.

chief is now dead.

Q Okay. But basically is the -- is this right, that the

conmanders who you met there were all in agreenent w th what

SCSL - TRI AL CHAMBER |

SESAY ET AL

29 FEBRUARY ( AMENDED) OPEN SESSI ON

wer e doi ng?
A Yes, sir. They give ne a paper to go around the bush

anywhere that | wanted. |If | wanted to establish a school

I should go on.
Q Right. Now, you told ne a few noments ago that you knew

Augustin Gbhao?
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A | saw hi m around the town.

Q Ckay. Was he as inportant in the RUF as people like

and Kallon? O was he | ower down in the ranking, to your

know edge?

A Sir, I do not want to lie. | did not go to them | was
afrai d of what happened.

Q Ckay. But so far as you were aware the two who were

aut horising you to open schools and collect children were

and Kallon; is that right?

A Wen | went to ask them they said | was called to wite

paper to give e
Q I just want to return to Augustin Gbao. You see what |

suggest is that --

A Yes, sir.

Q First 1'll ask you this: Wre you aware of the St
school ?

A Yes, sir

Q And are you also aware that in a -- I'mafraid | can't

remenber the precise date nyself, but at the very begi nning of

2000, did St Francis School open it's doors to sone Caritas

chil dren?
A St Francis, it was Pa Santigie who taught children
Q Right. Were you aware of the Caritas organisation or

SCSL - TRI AL CHAMBER |
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Caritas charity?

A No, sir. | don't want to lie. | didn't go there. |

of it but | didn't go there.

Q D d you ever beconme aware of Augustine Gbao signhing a

whi ch aut horised children to go to Saint Francis School and

t here?

A Sir, | don't want to lie. Wat | knowis all concern

my own busi ness.

Q Ckay. You said that you woul d see Augustin Gbao novi ng
around | think, | think you said. Wre you aware of what his
was ?

A | don't know, sir.

Q You didn't know his job, okay. Did he appear to you to

have an inportant job or not such an inportant job? If you

answer that question, | appreciate you may not be able to.

A M Ghao?

Q Yes.

A When there was a neeting they would all go there. And

will say thanks to us, when the wonmen had neeti ngs.



10: 12: 57
woul d

t hat

10: 13: 12

t hat

Page 10

10: 13: 41
by

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

JUDGE BQUTET: M Cammegh, the witness has said they

be asked if the role that Ghao was pl ayi ng, but the answer

we just got was, "we would all go there."
MR CAMVEGH:  Yes.

JUDGE BOUTET: So what's the "we" if | can ask you to

clarify --
MR CAMMEGH. | think it needs to be expl ored.
JUDGE BOQUTET: -- it for our benefit.

MR CAMMEGH: Yes.

Q You just said, Madam Wtness, that: W would all --
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we woul d go to these neetings. Wi went to these neetings,

pl ease?

A M Gbhao, with Kallon, and so nmany of them who used to go
there. They would say thanks to us.

Q And when you say they said thanks to us, who do you nean

us," and what were they thanking you for?

A For the good thing we did in the town; to gather the

and the sick, and to care for them
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MR CAMMEGH. Yes, |'ve got no further questions. No
there's nothing further. Thank you very much, Madam Wt ness.
Thank you.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes, M Hardaway?

MR HARDAWAY: Thank you, Your Honours.

CRCSS- EXAM NED BY MR HARDAWAY:

MR HARDAVAY
Q Madam Wt ness, good norning. | have a few questions for
you, ma'am all right?

A Yes, sir.

Q Now, based on what you told the Court yesterday, nmadam
woul d it be correct to say that everything you tal ked about
yesterday occurred in the sane year?

A Sir, | can't understand because |I'm not educated. | was
j ust doi ng good to peopl e.

Q Madam Wt ness, renmenber when you were tal king about the
mar kets in Makeni and how | ssa Sesay gave cenent to the nosque
for repairs; do you remenber that?

A Yes, sir.

Q And when you were asked when it happened, you nentioned

same year; do you renenber saying that?
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A Yes, sir.

Q And al so when you opened the schools, that was also the
same year; is that also correct?

A But after sone tine.

Q I"mnot asking time but it was in the same year as

everything el se you had tal ked about; is that correct?

A Concerning the nbsque it was in the rains.

Q But when you said it was the sane year, that's what |
was - -

A The sane year.

Q kay. Now - -

A But not in the sane nonth

Q Under st ood, Madam Wtness. Now, when you said you were

the bush in Makeni during the time of the RUF AFRC, is that

correct?
A Yes, sir
Q That woul d al so be in the same year as what you tal ked

about with the schools, the market and the nmobsque; isn't that

al so correct?

Q Ckay. Now, just to nake sure | have the order correct,

ma' am you stated the first tine you were in the bush you

in the bush until you were told that |ssa Sesay had renoved

SLA and then asked the civilians to conme back; is that
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Q And you were infornmed of this by Mrris Kallon; is that
al so correct?
A Yes, sir but | was not alone. Wen they shouted then we

ran away. Then they said we should halt and then turn back
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Then ny conpani on said: They are not com ng back. Then

| am goi ng back because | amtired.

Q Now, Madam Wtness, forgive ne for not asking this a

earlier. The time that you were in the bush during the

time, it would be correct to say that that was 1998, woul dn't

A Sir, | don't understand the tines. | knowit was in the
rains when we ran into the bush. It was during the first
Q Now, it was after you returned to the town, after being

instructed by |ssa Sesay that Konba Gbhundenma and Supernan said
that they wanted to capture the children; is that correct?

THE | NTERPRETER: Can | earned counsel please take that

of your question.

MR HARDAWAY
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Madam wi t ness - -
Sir.

Q -- it's correct that after you returned to the town,

being instructed by Issa Sesay to do so, that Komba Gbhundemna

Superman said that they wanted to capture the children; isn't

that correct?

A No, sir.
Q That's not correct?
A That is not what happened.

MR JORDASH. Sorry. Can | just ask ny learned friend to
repeat the question, | mssed it.

MR HARDAWAY: The question was: After you returned to

town after being instructed by Issa Sesay to do so, that Konba
Gounderma and superman wanted to capture the children
Q Now - -

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: And she says no.
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MR HARDAWAY: And she says no.

Q Now - -
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PRESI DI NG JUDGE: That was not how it was from her

yes.
MR HARDAWAY: Yes, Your Honour

Q Now, Madam Wt ness, you had stated that after you cane

to the town that Morris Kallon gave you rice, kerosene and

is that correct?

A Yes, sir. W went to neet himat the task force then
for him | did not even know him Then they called himand
came.

Do you know - -

Then | told himl| was hungry.

Q Do you know where he got the rice, kerosene and noney
A Yes, Caritas, | don't know how they call that place.
force.

Q He got it fromtask force?

A Yes.

Q Do you know where task force got the rice, noney and

ker osene fron®

A No, sir.

Q So it if |I put it to you, Madam Wtness, that the task
force got the rice, noney and kerosene fromraids on towns and

villages conmtted by the RUF, you woul d know not hi ng about

is that correct?

A No.
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Q kay. Now, you left the town after the issue with

and Konba Goundenmm, correct?

A | left the town three tinmes. Wen we went they ask us
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conme back. Wen we go they will ask us to cone back. The

time | didn't go back again.

Q I want to focus on the second tinme, nma'am \Wen you

back it was then that you spoke with |Issa Sesay concerning
openi ng the schools; is that correct.

A Yes, then | went to see him | did not even know that a
rebel was a human being like you and nme. | thought they were

sonething else. So | went to neet himand he cane to see ne.

| told himand he asked nme to say what | had to say and | told

hi m about the school. And he said wel conme, that he accepted

Q Now, Madam Wt ness, you just said sonmething interesting.
You said you didn't think that the rebels were human. |s that

because you heard of the rebels doing terrible things to
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A No, sir, | had been hearing about rebels, rebels; |

know what they were referring to as rebels.

Q Okay. Now, going back to when Issa -- when you spoke

I ssa Sesay at the school, it would be correct to say that if

had not spoken with Issa Sesay you would not have been all owed

open the school; is that correct?

A No, sir. By then he was in charge, he told us to return
t he town.

Q Madam Wtness, if you had not spoken to |ssa Sesay,

you have been allowed to open the school s?
A No, sir, because | was afraid.

Q Now, you stated that |ssa Sesay gave you 600, 000 | eones

open the school, at least the first school ?
A Yes.
Q And that he al so gave your husband cenent to fix the

central nosque; is that also correct?
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A Yes, sir
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Q And you al so nentioned that he gave noney to all the old
worren; is that also correct?

A Yes, we went to say thanks to himfor the schools, so he
gave us some noney and he told us to buy cold water.

Q Do you know where |ssa Sesay got all of this noney and

cement for the nmosque?
A No, sir.

Q So if | put to you that he received all this noney and

cenent fromlooting and raiding other towns and villages in

Sierra Leone, you woul d know not hi ng about that; is that

A No.

MR HARDAVWAY: | f | may have a nonent, Your Honours.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes, please.

MR HARDAWAY: Don't need one now apparently.

JUDGE BOUTET: Consultation is easy.

MR HARDAWAY: Consultation is easy when it's a party of
one.

MR JORDASH:  1'Il consult him

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: You can consult him

MR HARDAWAY: Actually this probably be one he woul dn't

m nd but. Mdam Wtness, thank you for your evidence today.

have no nore questions of you. Your Honours, this concl udes

Cross-examni nati on.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Thank you
THE W TNESS: Thanks to you too.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes, M Jordash, any re-exam nation
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1 MR JORDASH: | hope there's not a presunption against.
2 JUDGE BOUTET: There's no presunption, it's just as you
3 know there are limts to re-examnation. |It's no presunption,
4 it's just the basic fundamentals.
5 MR JORDASH: Certainly.
6 RE- EXAM NED BY MR JORDASH:
7 MR JORDASH:
8 Q You were asked, Madam Wt ness --
9 A Sir.
10 Q -- by the lawer to your |left whether you knew where M
11 Sesay had obtained these various articles, rice, kerosene,

12 and whet her you --

13 A No, sir.

14 Q -- and whether you were aware or not as to whether the
15 items had been taken fromtowns in attacks on towns. Wre you
16 aware - -

17 A | did not know, sir.



articles

10: 28: 51

fighting

10: 29: 07

and

Page 17

10: 29: 34

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

Q -- do you know if at the tine you were given these

and you were setting up the schools, whether there was any
fighting going on in the Makeni area?

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: But did he specify whether the

A No fight.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: -- the noney was gotten from fighting
around the Makeni area. There was no specification on that.
MR JORDASH: Sorry | can't, | can't hear you.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Was there any specification on that

question -- was obtaining the noney, you know, from attacks

soon limted only to Makeni in the question that was asked by
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| earned counsel .
MR JORDASH: Well, to be honest --
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: It was a general global question.
MR JORDASH: But it's --
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Wich the witness said: Well | don't

know.
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MR JORDASH. Well, she just said there wasn't any

in the Makeni area. That's what | hope the record should

reflect. But -- the -- it's right and | think there was a

proposition put by ny learned friend, but Your Honours may

it useful to know, whether there was at this tine attacks

on. | can broaden the question nore to cover the question
MR HARDAWAY: At this point | would rise to object, Your

Honour, because in terns of the question while, in fact, it

gl obal question, | nmade no tinme reference, any reference was

geographical and it was global. | nade no tine reference. So

woul d submit this would fall outside the scope of redirect
exam nati on.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE:  Yes.

MR JORDASH. But the difficulty as we find again is that

don't know what the Prosecution are actually saying. Are they

saying that the itens cane fromattacks at the time in the

area or are they saying that the itenms came fromattacks in

areas at that tinme. The problemis the gl obal proposition

| suppose it would help if the Prosecution said what it is

are saying. But where did these itens cone from So that |

m ght re-examne on the issue, so that we can ascertain

the Prosecution mght be right. This floating of gl oba

propositions without pinning their colours to the nmask, is
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per haps not so useful. But |I don't want to --
JUDGE THOWPSON: Yeah, but isn't it here -- it's a

of a difficult process when the Bench nmay not be quite certain
whet her a particular question is directed for the purposes of
questioning the witness on matters which are in controversy
between the parties, or whether it's just as to credibility.

Renenmber the cross-exam nation can be either focused on

in issue, whether they are core issues or collateral issues or
nmerely just as to credibility. So, if we're not quite sure

whet her a particul ar question was directed one way or the

how do you then take a position. Oher than specul ati ng what

why he put that particular question
MR JORDASH. Exactly. W're forced into specul ation

because Prosecution's case and propositions are so nebul ous.

don't know whether they are crossing to credit or crossing on

particular --
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JUDGE THOWPSON: And nebul ousness whi ch seens to be part

the forensic or adversarial process, whereby, Prosecution

this rather -- what you might call discretion of latitude, as

test credibility or just put questions relating to matters in
controversy. \Wether core matters or collateral matters, of
course the other side enjoys the sane thing.

MR JORDASH. Well, if | can put it this way, that it's

case that at this time, we will make this submi ssions in due
course, there is no fighting.

JUDGE THOWPSON: | see

MR JORDASH. That's late -- we're dealing with the later

part of 1999, after the peace accord, and no one is suggesting

the Prosecution has not yet, | inagine they will in due
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but they haven't really suggested that there were specific
attacks on specific towns --
JUDGE THOWPSON: That's it.

MR JORDASH: At this time.
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JUDGE THOWPSON:  Yes.
MR JORDASH. It's our case that the war had but for sone
skirm shes of renegade, isolated groups such as the West Side

Boys. The war was finished. So the idea that ny |earned

can suggest that there are these lootings and attacks on towns

this time, is in issue.

JUDGE THOWPSON:  Yes. Thank you.

MR JORDASH: To be honest the w tness has answered that
Makeni, there weren't attacks in the Makeni area at this ting,
and |'mcontent to leave it at that. | think that's enough to

rebut any gl obal proposition. Thank you. No nore questions.

Thank you.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: | thought there was no necessity for a
re-examnation. |'m happy you cone to that concl usion

anyway. M -- Madam Wt ness.
THE W TNESS: Yes, sir.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: W have cone to the end of your

inthis Court. W thank you for coming to share your

in Makeni at that tine in order to enable us to arrive at a
proper decision in this case. W thank you for coming and we

wi sh you a safe journey back to your place of abode. Once

thank you for com ng.

THE WTNESS: Ckay, |'mhappy, sir. | say thanks to

I, nmyself, never neant anything bad. | meant something good.

I knew that -- | was not able to stand up straight. | used to
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wal k as ny conpani ons do, but the good that | have done is for

you and us and for the land. Forgive nme for any nistake that

may have made. Forgive nme. Thank you
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes, you did good. You know, you took

care of children. You are a nother. You took care of

during that difficult period. So, that's good. And we wi sh

all the best. You should continue, you know, doing that for

community. Well, as the witness is being assisted out of the
courtroom we break off for just a few nminutes. A few minutes
pl ease. The Chanber will rise, please.
[ The wi tness withdrew
[Break taken at 10.25 a.m]
[ Upon resuming at 10.40 a.m]
[ The witness entered Court]
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: W are resuning the session
MR JORDASH:  Your Honour ?

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes. M Jordash, | hear we are -- we
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have a m scount of the witnesses and that instead of -- the

witness will be the 43rd, 43rd. That's what we've been

MR JORDASH. | was right then, about a week ago.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes, you may have been right really,

MR JORDASH: Could | just, on a different issue, | spoke

my client inmediately after the last witness left.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE:  Yes.

MR JORDASH. Because | was surprised that the wtness

for so long and the translation was so short and the

said: | did -- all | wanted to do was good. Wen, in fact,

she said was, according to a quick conversation | had with M

Sesay, was that she -- all she had wanted to do was good, she
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have made sonme m stakes in her evidence, but she was just
renenberi ng what was best she could, or words to that effect.

And obviously that's quite different to what the translator
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So | would ask that -- nothing nmuch nmay turn on it but | think

terns of credibility, that says sonething about a w tness who
says that | --

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Let the transl ation booth confirm

you know, that they nade a nistake to interpret the woman. |
don't know. | heard what she said but | don't know.
MR JORDASH. Perhaps the --

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: If the translation booth can confirm

you are saying then it will go into the record. |s the booth
hearing ne?

THE | NTERPRETER: Yes, Your Honours. Your Honours,

sorry if there was a misinterpretation but that was what we --
that was what | gathered fromthe witness

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: That was what you gathered fromthe
Wi t ness?

THE | NTERPRETER:  Yes, Your Honour

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: What you interpreted was what you
gathered fromthe w tness?

THE | NTERPRETER:  Yes, Your Honours.

JUDGE BOUTET: But if | may on this issue, at tines you

woul d appear -- | mean | don't know understand that |anguage

when a wi tness speaks for ten seconds and the translation is

seconds, it's puzzling. So maybe in the other |anguage it can

translated in one second. But as | say it's a bit puzzling

as this bit has been put now, the witness spoke for sonme tine,
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to have is not a sunmary of what w tnesses say, it's the exact
transl ati on of what they have uttered. But if you say that's

what it is, that's what it is. | have no neans to chall enge

Sso.
MR JORDASH. Well, could | sinply request that the
translator listen to the tape again and see if there is --

because i mediately | spoke to M Sesay and he had a nuch

interpretation, and a very specific one about what the witness
had sai d.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Well, let there be sone coordination

bet ween the tape recordings, you know, the Court Managenent

the stenographers to see where the truth lies. And then --

MR JORDASH. Thank you

PRESIDING JUDGE: -- it will be brought to our attention
and we will see if it would be a necessity for us to factor
what ever the truth is of what she had said into the record

MR JORDASH. Thank you. The next witness is DI S-089,
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W tness 44.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Thr ee.
MR JORDASH. Sorry 43. Language Krio.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes. Can the witness be sworn in

W TNESS: DI S-089 [ Swor n]
[ The wi tness answered through interpreter]

MR JORDASH. May | applied to go into a closed session

about 20 minutes, please?
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes. Can we nove to a cl osed session

pl ease. You said how many mnutes, M Jordash? Twenty

you say?

MR JORDASH. Twenty pl ease.
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[At this point in the proceedings, a portion of the
transcript, pages 23 to 44, was extracted and seal ed under

separate cover, as the proceeding was heard in a cl osed
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[ Open sessi on]
[ Upon resunming at 12.18 p.m]

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes, we are resunming this session, are

i n open session now.
M5 KAMJZORA:  Yes, My Lord.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes. This is the ruling of the

on the closed session application, that was made by, M

M Jordash, made an application to the Chanber for the first

m nutes of the evidence of the DIS-089, to be heard in cl osed

session, in order to protect his identity. And under Rule 78,

is arule that proceedings would be held in an open session

under section 70 -- under Rule 79 there is an exception, that

Court could, under application of either party, order a closed
session proceeding in order to protect the identity of the

witness froma revel ation, thereby endangering his security.

this application and acting on the provisions of Rule 79, the
Chanber did accord, did grant M Jordash, the application to

conduct the examnation in chief of this witness, for the

20 mnutes. And at the end of it, we have now noved to an

session and woul d continue with the rest of the
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exam nation-in-chief, M Jordash, on the open session. My we
proceed, please.
MR JORDASH:
Q Yes. OCkay we are in an open session, M Wtness, so,
pl ease do not nention your present or past posts or anything
whi ch woul d reveal your identity. Follow ne?
A Ckay.
Q Now, | want to take you to the tine, just before the RUF

drove ECOMOG from Koi du Town, in Decenber 1998. You were
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is this right, in Pukuma bush?

A Bukurra.

Q ["msorry?

A Bukura.

Q How cl ose Koidu Town is that?

A It's about nine, nine nles.

Q And were you with other civilians?

A Yes.

Q How did -- did someone give you news or instructions

nmovi ng i nto Koi du Town?
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A Yes, we used to hear news about -- that ECOMOG had been
renmoved from Koi du Town.

Q And after receiving the news, who nade the decision to

into Koidu Town? Decision which |lead to you going into Koidu

Town.

A Well, the G5 said that all of us should cone to Koidu
Wio is the G5?
M XXXXXX XXXXX and a XXXX.

Q Did they indicate why everyone should nove into the

A Yes, they said they had renoved ECOMOG from Koi du Town

we should all cone to the town.

Q Are you able to give an idea as to how many civilians

with you in this bush?

A Yes.
Q How many?
A VWll, we who were at Bukuma, as civilians were nore then
100.
Q And when you went to Koidu Town did you go with any of
t hose 1007
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A We all noved together, because they said anyone who

remai ned in the bush, whatever happened to you, was your

busi ness.

Q What did you take that to nean?

A If you wanted to save your life, if you stayed in the
sonebody -- and sonething el se canme to harmyou, no one woul d
intervene. It would be left to you

Q And in the bush that you'd been in, how had the RUF been

behavi ng, the bush that you were in?

A Well, we who were at Bukuma, it was not |ike other

We and the fighters, they were assisting us, and in turn, we
woul d assi st them

Q So the rel ationship between the fighters and the

in that bush, how would you describe it?
A Well, the relationship between us and them even though
they were our bosses, but, they were allowing us to do our own
private business.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: So, their relationship was good.

THE WTNESS: Well, yes. | would say it was good

if they wanted to go on food-finding, they would informall of

us, that they were going on food-finding. And they would

us with weapons and they would say to us we will go with

I f anyone wants to harmyou, we will protect you with weapons.



24
bi t

12: 34: 24 25

26
agai n,

27
28

29
announce

Page 48

go

t he

12:35:01 5

t he
12:35: 26 10

11
did

| NTERPRETER: Your Honours, can the wi tness take that

agai n.

MR JORDASH. Can you just say the last two sentences

M Wtness, please.

THE W TNESS: Ckay.
A | said, when they go on food-finding, they would
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it to us that they were going on food-finding. Those who were

ready to go, the strong nmen would pick up bags and they woul d

along with the fighters, to protect them So after getting

food you woul d know, because they had protected you, you would
give themtheir own portion and you woul d take the rest.

Q And did the Gb operate in that bush?

A Yes.

Q How did it work?

A Well, he was the internediary between the civilians and
fighters.

Q And in that bush if a fighter had harassed a civilian,



12 the G do anything about it?

13 A Yes. The G5 would intervene, they would stand in for
us.
14 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Stand in for who?
12:36: 11 15 THE W TNESS: For we, the civilians.
16 MR JORDASH:
17 Q Do the know who the commander was in that bush?
18 A Yeah, they were there, but the one | can renenber is
19 Mal ari a.
12: 36: 44 20 Q Mal ari a?
21 A Yes.
22 Q Okay. Now, did you -- how did you travel into Koidu
Town?
23 A Well, the G's nmet us and said they' ve renoved ECOMOG
from
24 Koi du Town, so we should all conme back.
12:37:12 25 Q How did you travel? Was it on foot or?
26 A No, we wal ked.
27 Q When you arrived in the town, M Wtness, what did you
28 first do?
) 29 A We got to the town everybody had to find sonmewhere where
e
SCSL - TRI AL CHAMBER |
SESAY ET AL
Page 49

29 FEBRUARY 2008 ( AMENDED) OPEN SESSI ON



12: 37: 59

into

t here

12:38: 30

12: 38: 57

go

enpty

12: 39: 22

12: 39: 56

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

could lay his or her head.

Q And did all of the civilians go fromthat bush into the
t own?
A Yes. We cane one after the other. At times in groups,

until we all cane out of the bush
Q And when you were in the town, was your group, or the

peopl e fromthat bush, were they the only civilians com ng

t own?

A Well, we nmet other civilians there as well who were

w th ECOMVOG

Q And, are you able to say how nany, how | ong after ECOMOG

had been driven out it was, when you arrived?
A Yes.

Q How | ong after?

A About a week.
Q

And did you M Wtness, find a place to stay? Did you

straight to Five-Five spot?

A Yes, when we came out of the bush, the place | got an

house, it was the place | occupied with ny famly.

Q And the other civilians you'd cone with, did they find
ot her places to stay?

A Yes. Everybody had to find a place because it was |ike
three vill ages, Five-Five, Kainsi, Lebanon and Koakoyi ma.

Q Wiy was it that the civilians went to those -- could you
nane the places again, Koakoyim, Lebanon, Five-Five?

A Fi ve- Fi ve and Kai nsi
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Q Way did the civilians stay in these places, rather then
ot her places in Koidu Town?

A Vel 1, when we got to Koidu Town, fromthe Five-Five
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centre of the town coming towards Opera, nobody was there.

pl ace was so bushy. So where people had settled before was

pl ace where we went to find places to stay.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: VWhich are the places again? Five-

THE W TNESS: Fi ve-Five, that is Bamatu, Kainsi

and Koakoyi nma.

MR JORDASH:
Q And so you settled in Five-Five within a week of the
bei ng pushed out. Did -- did you observe in the next week or

any ot her people coming into Koi du Town?

A Yes. Everybody was coni ng.
Q Everybody? Do you nean fighters or civilians?
A We, the civilians. W were coning every day, sone cone

from Quinea. Sone cone fromother villages



12: 41: 49

sane

12:42: 21

and

12:42: 49

and

this

Page 51

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

Q And the people who cane after you when your group had

arrived in the weeks and nonths after, did they stay in the

areas that you've told the Court about?

A Yes, that is where people were |iving.

Q How far is Five-Five spot from Koakoyi ma?

A About a mle.

Q And how far is Lebanon from Koakoyi ma?

A Wel |, about half-a-nmile because its between Koakoyi na
Fi ve-Fi ve

Q And how far is Kainsi from Koakoyi ma?

A Kainsi is just by Five-Five. You just go down the hil

then you cone into Kainsi

Q And which routes were people taking into Koidu Town at
point. Were were they -- you told us sonme were comi ng from
Qui nea?
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A Its the main Kai nkodu hi ghway. Sone people use -- some

Yardu road to come in, sone use Segbwena road to cone in. So
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was not just |ike one route.

Q And what about the Kono hi ghway?

A Wel |, people use that one too from Makeni, but | was in
Five-Five, | know nore about that area. The ones com ng from
Qui nea hi ghway, Yardu road from Segbwerma road, | saw them

with their bundles on and their famlies.

Q And were you able to work out from what you saw and who

spoke to, why these other people were com ng into Koi du Town

the weeks after you'd arrived?
A Wel |, when we got there, everybody said the G6's told us

and we too told our people that the war was ended. So

was happy to cone back.

Q D d you know of a man called xxxx xxxx at this time when
you settled into Five-Five?

A Yes, but | did not know himearly. | knew himlater on

Q Okay. 1'Ill conme to that later on. How busy, how

was, were these various areas within say two or three weeks

you'd arrived. O within a nonth after you arrived?

A Wl |, everybody was happy because when we went there

there was food. There was food, the G5's gave us rice.

I ndividually, they gave us bul gur, cocoa powder; that was what

ate, in the first nonth
Q And where did this food cone fron?
A They net there, we too met there.

Q Who had it belonged to previously?
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A The ones who were in Koidu Town, when the fighters drove

ECOMOG out .
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Q And this food that have been -- the supplies that had

| eft, and how were they distributed?
A Well, they shared it anmong the civilians. |If you -- the

famly was large they'd give you in bits, if your famly was

| arge they'd give you by cups.

Q And who had the job of handing this food out?

A The G5's.

Q And how did you, M Wtness, nanage to feed yourself in
those first few weeks of being at Five-Five?

A Well, as we go there, it was up to you. Wen you went

sonme rooms, you neet rice or bulgur and you'd be managing with

that until the food that the G5's were giving -- could be

to you, you nmanaged it.

Q D d you observe whether there was any noney being used

this tine at Five-Five and the other places you had nentioned?
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I"mtal ki ng about these early few weeks?

A Nobody had money. Wen you went and fetch your wood,

conme and sold it, you got cassava. You cone and exchange it

what ever you want ed.

Q And this system of exchange, did this continue?

A Whi ch exchange? The one that |I'mtal king about now

Q Yes.

A Yes, we were doing it. So nmy children used to do it, if
you wanted salt, they would give you salt. |If you wanted
they would give you maggi. |If it was rice, they 'd give you
rice.

Q And are you able to say how long this lasted in 19997

A Wel |, about two nonths because people were com ng from

Makeni, from Magburaka, Masingbi.
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Q Way do you nention people coming from Makeni and

A Cvilians woul d come to do business, to sell and then go

back. Some would cone with rice. Sone would cone w th other

t hi ngs.
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Q When did they start coming in -- in 1999?
A After the two nonths.
Q And when they cane, were there places where they woul d

exchange or trade?

A Yes, there was a narket.

Q Where was the narket?

A I n Koakoyima. Al nost the middl e of Koakoyi na.

Q And did you go to the market? Did you know peopl e who

to the market?

A Yes. My wife went to the nmarket or sent the children
Q What did the market sell or what did it trade?
A They sell pepper, rice, salt, nmaggi, clothes -- clothes,

and ot her things.

Q So at this early stage when the Koakoyi ma mar ket

were there any other nmarkets at this first stage or was

the only one?
A Koakoyi ma. Just Koakoyi ma during 1999.

Q Was there any restriction on which civilians were

to go to Koakoyinma to the market?

A No. Al civilians were scattered all over the place, in
all areas.
Q And at that time when the market was -- well, let's just

back a bit earlier. Wen you arrived there in Five-Five and

after that, were there other activities in Koakoyim for

civilians?
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A Vel |, yes, because children would sing and dance in the
ni ght .

Q Where there places to eat or drink or socialise in

Koakoyi ma?

A Yes. There was a Poyo bar. There were Poyo bars.

were bars, little bars, and then sassman or other hard |iquor.
It was later we started bringing in beer and stout and ot her
t hi ngs.

Q And of the four places you nentioned, which was the

place in ternms of civilian life?
A Koakoyi ma was popul ated. That was where all civilians
wer e.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: It has been the evidence all along,

heavily popul ated, the centre of business.
MR JORDASH:
Q D d you know anyone living in Koakoyi ma, M Wtness,
personal | y?
A Yes, | knew peopl e.

Q Any rel atives?
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Rel atives, different tribes.
VWhere was Jonat han Lami n living?

He lived in Lebanon, at the junction

o > O F

The junction of Lebanon, how close to Koakoyima is the
actual junction?

A It's not far. |Its like they are together

Q At this early stage when you' ve arrived in Five-Five and
the few weeks after, was there any farning going on?

A Hmm -- there was no farmng activity. But the people

were there earlier on, the farnms they made, they were,
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who used to go there to harvest.

Q D d xxxx xxxxx have anything to do with farnm ng at any
st age?
A Well, it was around April when he gave us seed rice and

seedlings to brush our swanps. After we brushed our swanps

we pl ant ed.
Q Did you hear about a mining unit?
A Yes, | heard about a mining unit.

Q Did you know what it did? Did you hear?



12:56: 04 10 A Well, | used to hear fromny friends.
11 Q Was there an office?
12 A At that tine, | did not know about an office.
13 Q Did you | earn about an office at any stage?
14 A Yes. Later on, the later part of '99 and 2000, early
2000.
12:56: 45 15 Q Do you know what it did?
16 A Who? Who are you referring to? M or the nmining unit.
17 Q Do you know what the mning unit did?
o 18 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: You say you got to know about the
m ni ng

19 office late '99, early 2000.

12:57: 12 20 THE W TNESS: Yes.
21 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: It was when you got to know about the
22 m ni ng office.
23 THE W TNESS: Yes.
24 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Thank you.
12:57: 22 25 MR JORDASH:
26 Q D d you know what it did? Let ne ask you this: Wre
you
27 i nvol ved in m ning?
28 A No.
29 Q Do you know what the mining office did or not?
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1 A Well, | don't know because in my mind when they said

m ni ng
2 unit | used to think that anyone who was engaged in nining
had,
3 shoul d have a | egal docunent. |If not he would be arrested.
4 Q Is that what you were told or what you observed?
12:58:13 5 A Yes. That is what | was told because | was unable to
nove
6 around, | was just around in ny place on nmy personal affairs.
7 Q Was there any reason why you couldn't nove around?
8 A Yes. | had a fracture, three fractures on ny |eg.
9 Q Did you ever neet anyone call ed xxxxxx?
12:59: 06 10 A Yes. | heard about xxxxx but it was |ater on
11 Q And | ater on, what did you know?
12 A Well | did not know himearly, you know. They told ne
t hat
13 XXXXXX was the boss of the mining unit.
14 Q Did you receive any conpl aints about Xxxxxx?
12:59:49 15 A No.
16 Q Did you receive any conpl aints about nining in genera
from
17 civilians?
18 A VWell, we the civilians, since people were mning at
random
19 so we said anyone one who was engaged in nining should | eave

13: 00: 33 20 the -- should | eave about 25 feet off fromthe highway.

21 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: M Wtness, please, did you receive
any

22 conplaint fromthe --

23 MR JORDASH: Sorry your Honour to interrupt, but | think
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this is what he is going to talk about. There is a context to
it.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Well, if he answers a question and

continues that's fine because you know we get |ost when we

prel udes, you know, to the main issues that -- were there any

complaints? Yes. Then he states the circunstances, yes or
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And then he states the circunstances.
MR JCORDASH:

Q Did you hear the | earned Judge? Let ne ask the question

again and if you could answer it. Were there any conpl aints?

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: He said he received no conplaints

Kennedy. What about nining you know --

MR JORDASH: I n general ?

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes, in general fromcivilians. D d

receive any conpl aints?
THE W TNESS: Yes, | received conplaints.
MR JORDASH:

Q And what were the conplaints you received?
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PRESI DI NG JUDGE: He received the conplaints from whom
fromcivilians?

THE W TNESS:  Yes.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE:  About m ni ng?

THE W TNESS: Yes.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes, M Jordash you nmay proceed,

MR JORDASH:
What conpl ai nts about mning did you receive?

The conplaints | received about m ning was people who

m ning nearby the road, they said they were destroying the

So we gathered --

Q You gat hered?
A The civilians gathered.
Q Gat hered what ?
A W assenbl ed and we went to report to XXXXXX.
Q And you gathered to conplain to xxxxxxx for what
pur pose?
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A Because people wanted to destroy the road.
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And did you speak to XXXXXX?

Yes, we spoke with him

And di d he do anything about the conplaint?
Yes.

VWhat did he do?

> O » O >» O

We told himthat whoever was mning by the road should

arrested. And he said he would do that and i ndeed he did

Q Do you know if other civilians were able to conplain to
XXXXXXX about nining issues?

A No, | don't know about that.

Q Did you receive any conpl aints about forced m ning, M
W tness, in 1999?

A No.

Q Were you aware of any civilians in Koakoyim in 1999

forced to nine?
A No, nobody told me about that.

Q Now you said that you were not able to nove because of

injured legs, but would civilians conme to your house on a

of issues?

A Yes.
Q But --
A Vel |, except for disputes.

| NTERPRETER:  Your Honours, can the witness say that

MR JORDASH:
Q Move your hand from your nouth please, M Wtness, so we

can get you clearly. Could you repeat your answer please.



28 A | said except for those little disputes, and if sonebody

29 abused t hemsel ves or they mi ght have probl ens.
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1 | NTERPRETER:  Your Honours?
2 PRESI DI NG JUDGE:  Yes.
_ 3 | NTERPRETER: The wi tness nentioned sonething like
cassi e,
4 can he, -- it's not clear, can he expand on that?
13:06:22 5 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: M Jordash?
6 MR JORDASH:  Oh.
7 Q You nentioned sonething |like cassie; can you expand on
t hat
8 pl ease?
9 A Yes.
13: 06: 38 10 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: | see M Fynn smiling. Maybe he may
11 vol unteer to expand on that.
12 MR JORDASH. Maybe it's an al cohol issue again.
13 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: That's right, that's what |'mdriving
at .
14 He's briefing M Hardaway on a small piece of paper as to what
13: 06: 59 15 cassie is. Yes, M Wtness please, |let us know what cassie

is.
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Cassie is in French, is what you take in breaks, breaks you

Yes, M Wtness?
THE WTNESS: Well, when | speak of cassie, the native

people, we had laws that if you did sonething, that is what

woul d pay. Like a fine. |If you abuse, abuse sonmeone in

you abuse in the public, you would pay a fine. |If you pleaded

woul d rel ease you. But if not, you would pay the fine, the
stipulated fine. That's what you nmean by cassie.

MR JORDASH: | notice the time, Your Honour, and |I've
probably got about 15 minutes |eft.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes, M Jordash that's okay. W wll
rise here and we will continue in the afternoon. Well |earned

counsel, the Chanber will recess for lunch. W wll resune

session at 2.30. We will rise, please.
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[ Luncheon recess taken at 1.00 p.m]
[ RUF29FEBO8_LK]

[Upon resunming at 2.40 p.n
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PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Good afternoon, |earned counsel. W

resune the proceedings. Yes, M Jordash. You had forgotten

had not fini shed.
MR JORDASH. O -- no. O -- certainly | cannot forget.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: You know you have not yet finished.
MR JORDASH: No. | have a bit yet further to go
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Al though you have a very short rope to
draw now.
MR JORDASH. A very, very short.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE:  Yes.
MR JORDASH:
Good afternoon, M Wtness?
Yes, good afternoon

Q If I can just pick up on a few issues of Koakoyinma in

early part of 1999 when you arrived there or soon after. Did

hear if there were any nightclubs there, at that tinme?

A Early 1999, or the later part? Wich? The early part
there were no restaurants, no bars.

Q You said that civilians had noved into Koakoyima in the
early part of 1999. Wis it -- was there any comunity, socia

community there, when the civilians were there early 1999?

kind of activities?

A It was either early '99 -- 1999 or md. Is it early

or md? | want to understand better

Q Well, you told us that you and other civilians came and



of

Page 61

of

14: 56: 23

start

14: 56: 44

14: 57: 05
from

29

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

settled in Lebanon, Koakoyima, Five-Five, within a week or so

SCSL - TRI AL CHAMBER |

SESAY ET AL

29 FEBRUARY 2008 ( AVENDED) OPEN SESSI ON

ECOMOG bei ng chased out; is that right?
A Yes.

Q So what |'masking is, Koakoyima, in those early tines

1999, whether there were gatherings of civilians at any place

Koakoyi ma?

A Yes, civilians use to gather there, but they did not

busi ness earlier on

Q OCkay. Do you know if there was any offices there, RUF
of fices in Koakoyima at that tinme?

A By that tine, no.

Q Do you know if there was any restrictions on civilians

being able to | eave Koakoyi ma?

A No.
Q No, there were not; or no, you don't know?
A | don't know. | didn't know because | did not hear it

anyone that you should not |eave.

| NTERPRETER: Your Honours, can the witness wait for the



18 interpretation.

19 MR JORDASH
14:57:19 20 Q Wait. Wit for the interpretation before answering the
21 question, M Wtness, please?
22 A Ckay. Ckay.
23 Q You hadn't heard that -- you hadn't heard anybody say
what ?
f 24 | asked you about whether there was restrictions of novenent
or

14:57:52 25 civilians into or out of Koakoyima. Did you hear of that?

26 A No.
27 Q Was there any restriction of novenent of civilians
wi thin
28 Koakoyima itself that you heard about?
29 A No.
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1 Q Did you hear at any stage in these early nonths of RUF
2 sol di ers who are capturing civilians in Koakoyi ma?
3 A No.
4 Q Did you hear of RUF fighters in the other civilian
34:58:49 5 popul ated areas of Koi du Town capturing civilians in these
early

6 part of 19997
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A No, | did not hear of that.

Q You said you didn't mne. Do you know anythi ng of

inthe early -- in the first half of 1999? Do you know

about m ni ng?
A Well, | did not know about mining because civilians were
com ng, people were coming in. | use to see people passing in

front of my house. They would go and cone, in the evening

pass back.

Q Just so that we are clear, they would cone and go and

back. Were would they be passing back to? Did you gather

informati on fromany where? Were were they going?

A No.

Q Wel |, where did they appear to be heading? Wre they
headi ng out of Koidu?

A No, everyone was about their own business. Sone of them
Were going up, sone were com ng down.

Q Were they going up and down on their own or going up and
down with soldiers, or what was the situation?

A No one woul d be around them Sone were either on
food-finding, but everybody was goi ng about his or her own
busi ness.

Q How woul d you, aside from what you have said, describe

rel ati onship between soldiers and civilians in this early part
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1 1999 in Koi du?
2 A Between the civilians and the fighters, or what do you
3 mean?
4 Q Yes, between the civilians. Cvilians |ike yourself,
and

15:01:15 5 fighters. Ws there a relationship?

6 A Yes, because | knew that there was a good relation
there

7 was good relationship. There were no conplaints. Everybody
was

8 nmovi ng about his or her own business.

9 Q And the nen that -- you have told us about civilians
novi ng

15:01: 40 10 up and down doing their own business, what was the main

11 preoccupation of the civilian in this first few nonths of
1999,

12 what were they trying to do?

13 A Vll, initially when we entered, after we used up the
f ood

14 that were -- had been there, everyone was going to find food
for

15: 02: 04 15 hi mor herself. Wo -- either you go on fishing or you go and
16 fetch wood. That was what was happeni ng.
17 Q D d you go fishing?

18 A Yes, ny children used to go fishing.
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Q And you yourself, in the position that you' ve told us

obtained middle of 1999, did you have interaction with RUF
conmanders i n Kono?

A Well, Pa Peter, Pa Vandi, they -- they used to give us

rice and they advised us to nake our swanps, because it was

time for the upland farmng. He gave us the seed and

we brushed and we planted them and we nursed them for

Q When you say Pa Vandi gave, was there a system by which

gave, or who did he give the seedlings to?

A Yes. He said we should not just sit down idly because

little thing that had been there had been exhausted. So he
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advised us as civilians not to sit down idly. W should

swanps in the mddle of township, and we shoul d be occupied

some work. Who that -- whoever wanted to plant potatoes

go on. W should not just sit down idly, noving up and down
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Q And who -- who -- did anyone answer the call to --

A Yes, we were happy. Al of us were happy.

Q D d anyone have a part to play in organising these farns
swanps?

A Yes, it was divided into groups. Such-and-such people
woul d nmake their own swanps. |In fact, it was a challenge for

It was a chal | enge anpng oursel ves who woul d nmake the | argest
swanp and with whoever did nake the | argest swanp woul d be
compensat ed.

Q Did Pa Vandi expect anything in return for the

A I don't think so, because when he gave it to us after

harvesting, we put themin a bag and we brought it to them and

said these are for you. It's --

| NTERPRETER: Your Honours, it's not clear, can the

take that bit again.

MR JORDASH:
Q Take the | ast sentence again please, M Wtness?
A After harvesting, we put them-- after harvesting,

threshing the rice, we put themin a bag and we took it to

and he said to us that it was for us, that we should eat it.
Q Did the G hold any neetings?
A Meeting of what Kkind.

Q Well, any nmeetings with civilians?
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A Yes, they used to speak to us, advise us. They used to
t hat .

Q How was security for civilians in 1999, in Kono?

A Well, the fighters were securing us, they said that we

shoul d not be worried because the war had ended.

Q Were there any MPs in Koidu Town or its environs?
A Yes, there were MpPs.

Q D d you know soneone call ed Chief Bundu?

A No. | cannot recall that name.

Q Chi ef Bundu?

A Chi ef Bundu, yes, Chief Bundu. Komba Bundu.

Q Who was he?

A He was the normal town chief at Koakoyima

Q Was he there in '99?

A No.

Q Were there any offices near his -- his -- his place of

resi dence in Koakoyi ma?
A Yes, he -- the MP's were in his house at Koakoyi ma.

Q When were the MPs in his house? Do you renenber when



15:08: 34 20 noved in there?
21 A I think at -- just after we entered, they occupied that
22 pl ace because even | mnyself, | nmet themthere but, | can't say
23 when and how.

24 Q That's fine. Last few questions, M Wtness. Did you
know

15:08: 59 25 anyone call ed Jenba Ngobeh?
26 A Yes.
27 Q Who i s she?
28 A He was -- she was responsible for education, the

29 educati oni st.
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1 Q Did she do anything in Koidu in 19997
2 A Yes.
3 Q What did she do?
4 A She opened primary schools, later in 2000, later on, in

15:09:35 5 2000 she opened a secondary school. She opened primary
school s

6 in the surrounding vill ages.
7 Q D d you know soneone cal |l ed Reverend Teh?
8 A Yeah, Reverend Teh, yes.

9 Q D d he have anything to do with Jenba Ngobeh?
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JUDGE BOQUTET: What was the question, M Jordash, about

this? Wether he knew Reverend Teh and whet her Reverend Teh

anything to do with Jenba Ngobeh.

THE WTNESS: No. | only knew him we only knew him as
pastor.
MR JORDASH:
Q Do you recall Foday Sankoh visiting Kono in 2000?
A Yes, | was present.
Q Do you know whi ch nonth it was?
A I can't recall the nonth now.
Q Do you know when it was |ssa Sesay canme to base
in Kono?
A He used to cone and go back in and out of Makeni but, he

did not stay there for up to two nonths. He would just cone

return.

Q Did he cone to live in Kono at sone stage, on a

basi s?

A The period in which he came to stay in Kono was the tine

when the traditional chiefs were coning to speak to him

Q VWi ch year?
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A 2000. Between 2000 and 2001.

Q Until that tine, who had been the top commander in Kono
before | ssa Sesay cane?

A It was Pa Vandi .

Q Thank you. Now, | want to ask you about an incident.

you hear about a town chief being killed at some stage after

return to Koi du Town?

A Yes.
Q When was it?
A Well, the chief who was killed it was not, in fact, in

Koi du Town, it was Congo Wako, Ni m koro Chi efdom behind

MR JORDASH: Wen was that?

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: What was the nanme of the town.

THE W TNESS: Congo Wako.

MR JORDASH: And --

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: I n which district? |In which chiefdom
rat her.

THE W TNESS: N nmi koro Chiefdom at the back of Bunpeh.

MR JORDASH:
Q Do you know whi ch year this happened?

| NTERPRETER:  Your Honours, can | earned counsel take the
guestion again.

MR JORDASH:
Q Do you know the year in which this incident happened?

A I have forgotten but it's between 2009 [sic] and 2000.
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PRESI DI NG JUDGE:  1999?

JUDGE BQUTET: 1999 and 2000.

| NTERPRETER: 1999 and 2000.

MR JORDASH:
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Q Do you know if at this tinme, well, let ne ask you, what

happened? Wo killed the chief?

A VWell, 1 was not present but when the thing happened, one

villagers rushed to nme, they went to the el der who was at

They nmet himand later on they canme to ne, and the big nen who

were at Koi du Town had expl ained to us that one fighter had

there to the chief saying that the chief did not say hi to

And --
Q W lost the translation. Start again, continue, sorry.
A There was a particular fighter who went to the chief at

Congo Wako, N m koro chiefdom he -- he went to say hi to the
chi ef.

Q Go on.



14 A And he said the pa said that he was an old nan and even

hi s
15:16: 20 15 children were yet to come and he was the only one that was
t here
16 and the chief said he had nothing with himbut as they
conver sed,
17 the fighter saw a chicken in the pa's house and he took the
18 chicken. That was how they narrated it to ne. There was sone
19 ki nd of dispute between themand the --
. 15:17: 00 20 | NTERPRETER  Your Honours, can the witness take that
1t
21 after the dispute.
22 MR JCORDASH:
23 Q After the dispute what happened?
24 A He shot the pa and killed him
15:17:13 25 Q Di d anyt hing happen to the fighter who shot the pa?
26 A Well, the report -- the person who brought the report I
27 sent himto the G5 and the Gb summoned him and he cane.
28 Q VWhat happened?
A 29 A He cane and they investigated. | was not present, and
e
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1 was found guilty, later on

2 Q Do you know who investigated?
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A The Gb.

Q And when he was found guilty, what happened to him D d
anyt hi ng happen to hin?

A Yes, they said that that was the law and that if he

violated the | aw, he should pay the penalty and he should die.

Q Did he die?

A Yes.

Q How di d he die?

A He was shot.

Q Where was he? Wiere did the shooting take place?
A At Koakoyi na.

Q In a private place or in public?

A I n public.

Q And did you hear about any rapes near the Koakoyi ma
A Yes, yes.

What did you hear?

The rapi ng cases did not happen in Koakoyima, it was a
vill age in Gbense Chiefdom
Q What happened?

A The wonan cane to us, explained the matter. She said

the fighter came -- met himat her village. Mt her -- sorry

correction, at her village in the evening. And he said he

to have a love affair with her, and later on he would marry

Q What happened?

A The woman said -- the woman di sagreed. He pleaded with

and pl eaded but she refused. She said she was afraid. She
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she explained it to us, the lady. She said he forced him--

forced her and used her. The wonan di sagreed because she said

you woul d not, you would not start a relationship today and

a love affair the very same day. But, she said the man forced

her .
Q Sorry, who was she reporting this to?
A Well, it was us, the Kono elders, who were at the place

we said that was not for us and we called on the G — XXXXXXX
XXXXX, the man who was responsible for Gb.

Q And did he do anything with the report?

A Yes.

Q What did he do?

A

She took the nmatter to the their own court, their own

court for civilians, the | ady herself.
Q D d xxxxx xxxxx do anything with the report?

A Yes, he worked on it and investigated and he found out
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it was the truth, that the man had forced the | ady and raped

Q Di d anyt hi ng happen to the man?

A Yes, they called all of us, the civilians --

Q Yes?

A So we assenbl ed and we said that no one shoul d rape.
fighters should not rape. |If you rape, you did rape, you
be kill ed.

Q What happened?

A Well, in the public, we sat down and he was shot at and
killed.

Q Wi ch place did this take place?

A I n Koakoyima, before -- in front of Konba Bundu's house.

Q Whi ch year was this?
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A In '99.

Q You' ve given us two exanples of public executions, both

whi ch took place in Koakoyi ma?

A No. That was the first incident. The man who shot at
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chief was later on but, that was the first incident.

Q Yes, what |'msaying is, | hope you are receiving ny
question properly.

A Yes.

Q You have told us about two public executions, both of

took place in Koakoyima. Was there any reason why they both

pl ace i n Koakoyi ma, rather than other places?

A Yes.
Q What was the reason?
A There were a lot of civilians present there. That's

a lot of people live there.

Q So what you do nean? So there's a lot of civilians that
live there but, why would the executions take place there?

A So that they would be aware that they shoul d know t hat

what ever had been enforced as a | aw, should not be viol ated,
we were under the law, so that the news would spread to the

vil | ages.
Q Thank you. Did you get to know M |ssa Sesay?
A Yes, later on.
Q Whi ch year did you get to know hinf
A It was in the sane, 1999.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: After these two shootings?
THE WTNESS: | had known hi m before the |ast incident
about the chief who was killed. | had known hi m before then.

MR CAMMEGH: |'msorry to interrupt. Your Honour, can |
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1 | eave the roomfor a few mnutes, please. | need to pick up a
2 docunment which | forgot to bring with ne
3 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: You do not have your able --
4 MR CAMVEGH:  Co- counsel
15:26:23 5 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: No. Your able representative, from
6 the --
7 MR CAMMEGH: Ch, let's not start that again.
8 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: You nay | eave. You may | eave.
9 MR JORDASH: It's Friday afternoon
15:26: 37 10 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Sure. It's a Friday afternoon
11 MR JORDASH. M witness, we are alnost there for ny
12 guestions, please. |'m--
13 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: M Jordash, there was a | ast question
you
14 asked this witness.
15:27:16 15 MR JORDASH. Well, | think, You asked the |ast question
16 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes, that's right.
17 MR JORDASH. Which was: Did the witness get to --
18 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes, you know, get to -- when did he
get
) 19 to know Sesay. Was it after these two incident. He said that
e

20 knew hi m before the last incident. Before the |ater incident.
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Yes.
MR JORDASH:
Q How did they treat you as a civilian?
A Whenever he canme, he would go to say hi to us and he

treat us very well

He woul d speak to us well

and ask us

what happen happened in our absence and we would explain it to

him

Q Let me nove you forward a bit.

you hear about a neeting at Bona street?

OPEN SESSI ON
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A Yes.
Q VWho was at the neeting?

| saw Pa Tejan Kabbah with the Nigerian president,

ot her president, his name is very difficult to cal

I vory Coast.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE

THE W TNESS

chur ch.

VR JORDASH:

Yes,

Is it in Kono?

at Bona street,

at the church,

Further on into 2000.

with

but from

the RC



15:29: 04 10 Q Have you ever heard of President Konare?
11 A Yes, he was, he was present.
12 Q And were you present at the neeting?
13 A | was there.
14 Q What was the neeting about?
15:29: 20 15 A It was about peace talks.
16 Q And did the N gerian president, who was at that tinme
17 ohasanj o, speak?
18 A Yes, he tal ked and he advised M Issa, well, when he
heard
19 that people calling M |ssa general, he said M Issa was -- is
a
f 15:29:56 20 smal | boy, he said he was the chief of the generals. So all
o
21 us | aughed.
22 Q Wio was the chief of all the generals?
23 A He said he was the biggest of the generals, he said M
| ssa
24 was a little one, a snmall one.
15:30: 17 25 JUDGE BOUTET: Who was the biggest of the general ?
26 Presi dent Cbasanjo or Sesay.
27 THE WTNESS: It was Ceneral Obasanjo.
28 JUDGE BOUTET: Thank you.
29 MR JORDASH. And M Sesay was the snall one.
SCSL - TRI AL CHAMBER |
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THE WTNESS: Yes, M Issa

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: You had not forgotten his mlitary
casket. You still refer to himas general? He to hinself is
general. Well, you know, that's a joke.

MR JORDASH: Ch. And --

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: He prefers the title general to that

president. Well, that's okay. |Issa was a smaller general

was a bigger general
MR JORDASH:. Yes.
Q And was anyt hing said about peace at this neeting?
A Yes, that was why the neeting was hel d.
Q Was anyt hi ng said about Sesay besi des hi m being the

smal | est general ?

A Yes. | heard it from General Obasanjo, he prom sed him

that nothing would be done to him that he should accept the

peace, that he would give himan amesty, a bl anket amesty,

they would send himto continue for higher education and | et

just accept the peace and that he would do whatever he could

hi m
Q And finally --

JUDGE BOUTET: So this particular neeting that you are
tal ki ng about in Kono, you say it was in the year 2000, M
W't ness.

THE WTNESS: | think 2000 to 2001, yeah. | amnot --
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cannot just say the definite tinme, | nmean the date.
JUDGE BOUTET: But, can you give sone indication, as to

whether it was early 2000, at the end of 2000, or when is it

best as you can recall?

THE WTNESS: Well, | cannot actually recollect the

SCSL - TRIAL CHAMBER |
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date because after all of us left there happily, | was unable

recall the actual date.

MR JORDASH:
Q D d you hear about a UN incident in Mkeni, in My of
A Yes. W heard about that. W heard about that.
Q Did the neeting with Gbhasanjo and the other |eaders take

pl ace before or after that incident?

A I think it was after the incident. After that incident.
Q After that incident. And after the nmeeting did anything
happen in Kono in terns of peace?

A Yes. Al of us were about peace and all the traditiona

rulers cane. Al of us went to M Issa, we talked with him
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pl eaded with himto accept in order for us to get peace. So

should talk to his people to hand over their guns.

Q Do you know if all the commander in Kono and its

wer e happy about handing in guns? Did you observe?

A Not all the officers were not happy. Sone were not
at all. They were not gl ad.

Q D d any express any views about Sesay?

A Well, they did not say it to ne, but you can read it

their faces that they were not happy indeed.

MR JORDASH: Thank you. Can | just take instructions
pl ease?

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes, you nmy pl ease.

MR JORDASH: Thank you. |'ve got no nore questions.

you, M W tness.
THE W TNESS: Wl cone.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes, M Qgeto.

MR OGETO.  Yes, My Lords. | have a few questions.
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PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes.
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CRCSS- EXAM NED BY MR OGETO
MR OGETO
Good afternoon, sir. GCood afternoon, M Wtness.
Yes, afternoon.

Yes, ny nane is Qgeto. | appear for M Mrris Kallon

of the accused persons in these proceedings. | have a few

questions for you. Please, try as best as you can to answer

questions, and try not to discuss anything that may revea

identity; is that right?

o » O » O > O »

c
>
—
Q

>

Q

kay.

You know M Morris Kallon, don't you?

Yes.

When did you first know M Kal |l on?

It was in 1999.

VWhere did you neet himin 1999.

It was at Koakoyi na.

Now you stated that the -- during the early part of the
you were in Koidu; is that right?

Yes.

And it is right that there were junta soldiers in Koidu

that tinme?

A

Q

Yes.

Did you get to know if there was a conmander of the

soldiers in Koidu at that tine?

A

| don't know and | did not know him

| NTERPRETER: The interpreter is sorry. The w tness has
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Q Pl ease, M Wtness, can you repeat your answer?
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Cone closer to the nicrophone, please.
THE WTNESS: Shall | repeat what | had said?
MR OGETO
Yes, pl ease.
During that time, | did not know t he conmander because
was not going out. | had a fracture.
Q It is correct that M Morris Kallon was not based in

or anywhere in Kono during the junta period, or at |east

the period that you were in Koidu

A

Q

RUF and AFRC from Koi du

during the junta period?

did not know him | did not hear about his nane.

You al so stated that sone tine after the ECOMOG dr ove

Koakoyima; is that right?

A

Q

No.

under stood you to be saying that at sone point

you were based at this place called

intinme



17 after the AFRC and RUF sol di ers had been pushed out of Koidu

you
18 wer e based at Koakoyima; am|1 right?
19 A No, | was at ny house, Foray Mnoh Street, Koidu
bungal ow.
15:41: 09 20 Q Yeah, but, did you subsequently go and get based at
21 Koakoyi ma?
22 A No, the tine | came to Koakoyima, in fact, | did not
stay
23 there. At that time when the fighters called us to cone back
to

24 Koi du Town, | came, | stayed at Five-Five spot. | was at

15:41: 36 25 Fi ve- Fi ve.

26 Q I"'msorry. | think there is a confusion, M wtness. |
am
27 not tal ki ng about Koakoyima, |'mtalking about Bukunma.
28 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Bukuma?
29 MR OGETO  Bukurmsa.
SCSL - TRI AL CHAMBER |
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1 THE WTNESS: Ckay. kay, because when we heard the
2 gunshots fromthe --
3 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Bukuma was the refuge for him he
sought

4 r ef uge.
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MR OCETO.  Yes, My Lords

PRESI DI NG JUDGE:  Yes.

MR OGETO
Q You sought refuge at Bukuma?
A Yes. Initially, | was at Fiama bush, later on | went to

Bukurma at Gbense Bush, that is where | was hiding.
Q And that was after the ECOMOG drove RUF/ AFRC from Koi du
Town; is that right?

A Yes, when we heard the gunshot all of us run away, but

were trying to cone to Freetown, but we hadn't the

Q Now. It's true that at this place, Bukunma, you were
staying with soldiers; did | get you correctly?

A It was the fighters who brought me out of bush. They

I should not remain in the bush with ny fanily. They were the
ones that told me to come to Bukuma Town.

Q I understand that, but you were staying with themthe
entire period that you were at Bukuma?

A Yes, | was with them but | did not stay long with them

We stayed not up to four nonth. Al throughout that tine |

in the bush.

Q Now, during the tine that you stayed with these soldiers
together with the other civilian that you were with, do you
recall if you were ever forced to work for the soldiers?

A. That one it wasn't forced because our own work was to

pal m kernels or renove the pal mkernels fromtheir --
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PRESI DI NG JUDGE: You were not forced to work for the

sol di ers?
MR OGETO
Q Were you forced to work for the sol diers?

I was not forced because | was an old pa | was there,

was our worKk.

Q And it is correct that the other civilians too, were not
forced to work for the soldiers?

A VWhat -- they were forcing us to pray. If you were
anywhere, you nust come to pray. After prayer, if there was

work, initially they would ask you: |Is there anybody to clinb

palmtree here? You would be allowed to harvest palmfruits.

After say two, three days you would be allowed to go about

own business; that is to go in search of food for yourself.

Q I just want to you to be very brief, M Wtness. Mybe

questions are not very clear

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: They are clear, M QOgeto. Your

are cl ear.

MR OGETO
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Q It is not correct that the civilians of Bukuma were not
forced to work for the soldiers?

A We at Bukurma, were not forced. Like the issue of going

food-findi ng, you would go but there were gunnen behind you

you went there, whatever you got, if you return, you nust --

give sonething to the gunman that was guarding you. It was
f or cef ul
Q So the reason why the gunnen would go with you was

they were guarding you; is that right?

A Yes, because the Kamajors were around, were around the

SCSL - TRI AL CHAMBER |
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ar ea.

Q Now, during this period when you were staying at Bukunsa,
did -- were there any attacks on Bukuma? Was Bukuma attacked

any forces?

A No. They woul d always stay at the other side of the

shooting, but they never came over to Bukuma since we were
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stayi ng there.

Q Who woul d be on the other side of the river shooting?

A It was the Kanwgjors.

Q And who were they shooting at?

A You know the fighters and the Kanmjor were -- were never

friends, they woul d not neet together. They would not drink

the same cup. At any tinme they neet, they would fight.

Q So when you talk of fighters, are you referring to the
RUF/ AFRC?
A Yes, those were the ones we were staying with, we used

call themfighters.
Q During this sanme period that you were at Bukuma, did you

personal ly witness any cases where wonen were forced to nmarry

sol di ers?
A No, | did not w tness that.
Q D d you hear of any cases where wonen at Bukuma were

to marry sol diers?
A No.

Q You stated that in late 1997, during the junta period,

went to Freetown. Did | get your testinony correctly?
A Thi s nor ni ng?

Q D d you say that you went to Freetown during the |ater

of junta period?

SCSL - TRI AL CHAMBER |
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A No, | did not come to Freetown. | did not say that.
Q So during the junta period, between May of 1997 and

Decenber of 90 -- and February of '98, you did not go to

Fr eet own?

A Hm-- | think it was in 1998, we cane for training at
Tower HIl, 1998.

Q Was that before the overthrow of the junta?

A Yes, it happened before that tine.

Q And for how | ong were you in Freetown during that

A About a nont h.

Q VWhere were you based in Freetown?

A We were sleeping at Tower Hill in the offices there.

Q Did you witness any killings in Freetown during that

period, during the one nonth that you spent in Freetown?

A No.

Q How woul d you describe the situation in Freetown during
that one nont h?

A Well, during that one, that one nonth, | only used to

gunshots at night and during the day.

Q Did you get to know who was shooting?
A No.
Q And during that time did you get to know if there were
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attacks in Freetown?
A No. Wen | was here during that period, no. On to the
time | went back except |ater when | heard that the ECOMOG had

attacked the fighters in Freetown, during that time | was in

Kono.
Q Thank you
A Vel cone.
SCSL - TRI AL CHAMBER |
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Q In the course of your direct testinony, you nentioned

name xxxX. And | think you said he was is a G. Am| right?

A Yes, yes. XXXXXXX and XXXXX XXXX.

Q D d you know this person well, xxxxx?

A Yes, they were with us, | wouldn't forget him Anywhere
I"'mto see him | know him | would be able to identify him
Q Are you able to recall which period it is that you knew

this person?

A Wi ch person are you tal king about? Yes, it was during

war | canme to know him that was the tine when he was with us

Bukuma
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Q So he was with you at Bukuma?

Yes. He was one of our Gbs.

Q Are you able to recall his other name? Did he have
names?
A. XXXXXxXx? That's the name | know, Pa xxxxx. That was

the nane we used to call him

MR JORDASH: Sorry to interrupt. Could M I|ssa Sesay

the bat hroom pl ease.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes, he nmay.
MR OGETO

Q Now, |et me just take you back to the junta period and

is going to be ny last question, M Wtness.
A Ckay.
Q During the junta period from May '97 to February of '98,
how can you describe the situation in Koidu Town?
PRESI DI NG JUDGE:  From May?
MR OCETO. '97 to February of '98.

Q What was the general situation in Koidu Town?
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A During that tinme, everybody was on the nove. People

worried, they woul dn't do anything better. People were on

st and- by.

Q Do you know i f shops in Koidu Town were open during that
period?

A Sone were open, sonme were not open. Sone people had

already started transferring their things to Freetown here.

Q Was there trade going on in Koidu Town during that

A Yes, yes. It was -- bit-by-bit. Either you bought sone

rice and you place it in your house, nmaybe you stay indoors,

will not conme out quickly. O you carry it along with you
wher ever you are going to hide

MR OCETO. My Lords, if | could consult.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes, you may, please.

MR OCGETO. Thank you. Thank you, M Wtness. Thanks My
Lords, | have no further questions.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Thank you

THE W TNESS: Thank you, too.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes, M Cammegh

MR CAMMEGH. | have no questions. Thank you

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: No questions, okay. Yes, M Fynn

MR FYNN:  Thank you My Lord.

CRCSS- EXAM NED BY MR FYNN:
MR FYNN:

Q M Wtness, | will now ask you a few questions on behal f

Pr osecuti ons.

A Ckay.
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Q You will agree with me that from 1998 onwards, mining

activity was going on in the various places in Kono, correct?
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A From whi ch year?

Q 19987?

A No. 1998, | don't know.

Q You were not in Kono in 1998?

A Early or the later part because after the ECOMOG drove

junta from Freet own.

| NTERPRETER: The interpreter is sorry, can the wtness
come agai n?

MR FYNN:
Q Were you in Kono in 19987

I was in Kono.

Q And at that tinme that you were in Kono in 1998, you'd

with me that mning was going on in Kono?

A M ni ng was goi ng on, they were mning, they were nining.
Q And they were mining in several places, not so?
A Yes, any chiefdomin which there were di anonds, work was

going on in those areas.
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Q And while the RUF were in Kono in 1998, the RUF was

in mning in Kono, not so?
A In 1998, the junta period? Everybody was m ni ng.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: He asked you of the RUF.
MR FYNN:
The RUF was nining, not so?
In 1998 everybody was mining, RUF, junta; everybody was
m ni ng.

Q There were some mine sites which were specifically

mne sites, am| correct?
A No. Civilians were mning, everybody was mi ning.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: That is not the question, M Wtness.
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Listen to the question. Put it to himagain, please.
MR FYNN:  Ckay.

M Wt ness.

Yes.

There were sone mne sites which were RUF m ne sites?

> O »>» O

I don't know about that because there was no specified

pl ace for only the RUF because everybody was novi ng here and
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there. Because at any place that people observe that there

di amond people would go there, so there was no specific place
whi ch was reserved for the mning of the RUF only.

Q Al right. You would agree with ne that some RUF
comranders had their own mine sites in Kono?

A I don't know. | don't know. Even if they had those

| don't know.

Q But it is true, M Wtness, that certain RUF commanders

men who mned for thenf

A Yes.

Q It is also true that these nen were civilians, am!|
correct?

A Yes. Some mners who were working for them sonme were

civilians, sonme were their bodyguards and so on

Q I woul d suggest to you M Wtness, that those civilians

m ned on behal f of the RUF commanders were not paid for the

they did?
A Vell, | don't know whether they were paying them But,
what |, what | know was that they cook for them they fed t hem

supporters, but | don't know whether they gave them noney.

they did, what they did not, |I don't know because nobody

conplains to ne.

SCSL - TRI AL CHAMBER |
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Q I will also suggest to you, M Wtness, that those
civilians were forced to mine for the RUF comranders?
A Vell, | don't know. And nobody conplained to ne, if you

wer e wor ki ng for sonebody and the person forced you, wouldn't

hide? If you don't hide it means that you were happy to do

wor K.

Q M Wtness, if we would just nove forward in tine a

to the time that M Sesay cane to Kono. You know when M

cane to Kono, correct?
A Yes, | know. But, | when | went there, | was only told

that M Sesay had conme. We, the civilians, were infornmed and

went there to greet himand explain to himwhat the G5 had

doi ng for us.

Q And he was |iving at Lebanon cl ose to Koakoyima, aml
correct?

A Yes.

Q And you will confirmthat xxxxx used to take dianmonds to

M Sesay at Lebanon; not so?

A I don't know. | amnot an officer, not a fighter, | am



16: 05: 27 20 civilian. | don't know.

21 Q But did you hear that xxxxxxx took dianonds to M Sesay
at
22 Lebanon?
23 A No, | did not hear about that.
24 Q M Wtness, did you hear that M Sesay had civilians who
16: 05:48 25 were mning for hinf
26 A He is a big man. | don't know about his business
because
27 everybody was goi ng about his own business. Wll, that nmaybe
28 possible if you were able to support your nmen, but | don't
know.
29 Q M Wtness, you would agree with ne that this was in
1999,
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1 not so, that M Sesay was in Lebanon?
2 A Yes, '99. He used to cone and go back to Makeni. He
used
3 to settle between there and Makeni
4 Q Now, M Wtness, can you confirmthat the RUF had
training
16:06:39 5 canps in Kono?
6 A I was a civilian. | wouldn't say anything about that.
And

7 there was not a day when sonebody infornmed ne about this.



8 Q M Wtness, have you ever heard of Superman G ound?

9 A Yes, there was a village called Superman G ound at
Mei yor .
16: 07: 14 10 Q Do you know whet her that was an RUF training canp?
11 A Wll, | did not knowif a training canp was there.
don' t
12 know.
13 Q M Wtness, | put it to you that there was a canp, an
RUF
14 camp at Meiyor, and you ought to have known about that?
16: 07: 44 15 A I don't know. If any of nmy children was captured
woul d
16 have known it, any of ny brothers was captured I woul d have
17 known. But, | don't know.
18 Q M Wtness, you will confirmthat you heard that
civilians
19 were captured and taken to canps, correct?
16:08: 14 20 A Where | was staying? Those type of news did not reach
ny
21 ears. Let ne don't say any |lies because civilians were nany.
22 Q There were civilian canps in Kono which were run by the

23 RUF, correct?
24 A Cvilian canps? The canp that was in existence in Kono
16: 08: 52 25 whi ch was at the old NDMC mi ning canp and that was where sone

26 civilians settled, with the respective canp. And that canmp
t oo,

27 civilians settled there. Those are the canps that | knew
about .

28 Q You al so know about the canp at Wendedu, correct?

29 A I don't know which type of canp. | don't know.
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Q Cvilian canps. First | asked you about training canps,

now | ' m aski ng you about civilian canps where civilians were

by the RUF.
A No. There was no canp at Wndedu.
Q M Wtness, when you nentioned that, in fact, had your

br ot her been captured you may have heard of the canps, you

agree with ne that you knew that there was a risk of civilians
bei ng captured by the RUF;, am | correct?
A No. If they were capturing civilian at Koidu Town,

everybody would find his or her way. Everybody woul d have

away, because if your conpanion is captured, tonorrow it wll

your turn. And you are aware that civilians are unable to

wi t hst and hardshi p or puni shnent.

Q M Wtness, you would agree with ne that civilians would
not | eave wi thout permnission of the RUF, correct?

A Well, | cannot deny, because they used to obtain pass.

you wanted to go wherever, you would -- they would be given a

pass. But later on after the town was filled with people

were no passes issued out, everyone was noving freely.
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Q M Wtness, you would agree with ne that in 1999 a

who woul d have attenpted to | eave without a pass woul d have

forcefully brought back?

A Yes, the lawis that if you want to go anywhere you have

obtain a pass. |If you go without a pass there is no place to
conpl ain, because if the fighters see the pass with you, you

woul d be expected. But, if you don't have it they woul d have

have anot her intention. That was the lecture given to us.

said, if you had not a pass, if you go anywhere and you were

harmed, it was your business. But, if you had a pass then you
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woul d go free

Q You woul d agree with ne that civilians were forced to

in Kono?
A I don't know whether they were forced to stay in Kono.

There are a |l ot of escape routes in Kono. They would have

them and the town woul d have been enpty.

Q M Wtness, in 1999 you had a bad leg, correct?
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A Yes, from COctober 30, 1995 when | had the fracture. |In
fact, they wanted to cut it off at Connaught Hospital because

they said |I'd advanced in years and | would not be cured. It

only a Linmba man who cured ne

Q M Wtness, and the |l eg was giving you cause for concern

1999, correct?
A Yes, | was concerned. | had to use the native nud, they

woul d prepare it with the medicine and I would apply it. And

thank God |"'mnow |like this. | cane to --

| NTERPRETER:  Your Honours, | did not get that bit.

MR FYNN:
Q M Wtness, could you repeat that? The translator did
get it. After "I thank God," | believe?
A | said from Cctober 30, 1995, | left Kono. W escaped

the rebels, we came to Freetown. Wen we cane to Freetown, in
fact, I was in charge of the refugees at J. Matta. J. Matta
here. | left to collect food, up to 200 bags of rice for the

di splaced. And the vehicle lost control, and they picked ne

and | had a fracture on three parts in ny leg. So | was taken

the Connaught Hospital and they said they had to cut out off.

they took nme secretly and they took ne to a Linba mamy at

Q Now, M Wtness, ny question is that in 1999 you've
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the I eg was giving you cause for concern. You were in Kono,

| ady who had heal ed you was in Shell, in Freetown. Am!]

that you could not cone to Freetown though you wanted to have

treatment for your |eg?

A No. The mammy who cured ne, | used to stand up, | was
wal king slowmy. | was with that, in that state, even when

to Gbedu | was still using the crutches.

Q M Wtness, you would agree with ne that even though you

may have wi shed to | eave Kono in 1999, you could not do so
wi t hout RUF permi ssion?

A By then too, | had no noney on ne to cone to Freetown.

was unable to cone, in fact. So that's why | did not cone.

Q M Wtness you would agree with me that food was scare

1999, not so0?

A Yes, we used to have it in bits but it was still not
enough.
Q And goi ng backwards a little, in 1998 food was scarce in

Kono, correct?
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A Yes, but we were having it half-and-half. W just had

survi ve.

Q And you have testified that civilians went on food-

m ssions. Wen they went they were escorted by armed nen; not

so?
A Yes.
Q Now, would | be correct to suggest that these arnmed nen

to take permission fromthe G5 to go with the civilians?
A Yes, it did happen. It used to happen.
Q A strict record was kept of those civilian who went out

with the arnmed nmen, not so?
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A Yes. Before |eaving they would cook for you. And you

would eat. And they would wite down your nanes, and when you

return they would call the names of those who had returned

God hel ped us since we stayed at Koakoyi ma not hi ng happened
except for the illnesses and the deat hs.

Q So, in fact, the armed nen had to bring the exact nunber

civilians he went out with; not so?
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A Yes.

Q M Wtness, | would suggest that you that the food found

these food-finding mssions was given over to the RUF, am|
correct?
A Yes. The person who protected you on your way, on your

return you should give himsomething. Before |leaving, in

they would tell you that.

Q M Wtness, | would suggest to you that the guards you

with were to prevent you from escaping fromthe RUF?
A Probably that was what was in their mnd, but in our own

m nd, except you noved and you went sonewhere else, if they

you they would kill you. |[If you ended up dying then that was
your desti ny.

Q M Wtness, you will recall that the RUF attacked Kono,
Koi du Town in particular, in February 1998?

A Yes, there were attacks. | can't recall the dates

but as we noved they were attacking Koi du Town.

Q But you do recall that sone of those attacks took place
19987
A Well, the first attack when they attacked was in COctober

the 23rd, 1992. Yes, 1992 or 3. That was the first attack

we noved. That day was a Friday. There was a heavy rainfal

SCSL - TRI AL CHAMBER |
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that night, | can't forget that.
Q M Wtness, if you cone forward a little in tinme, after

overt hrow of the AFRC/ RUF, did RUF attack Koidu Town? Do you
recall?

A Except when they were renoved from Freet own because the
force they advanced with, that was what nade us to | eave the
town, in fact.

Q Yes, that's the time | amreferring to when they had

| eft Freetown, M Wtness?

A Yes?

Q You woul d agree with nme that during that attack the RUF
killed many civilians in Koidu Town?

A Vell | was not present. | would not say they killed or
they did not kill. | had left, | don't -- | did not know. |

cannot confirmor deny that.

Q But, M Wtness did you hear that a lot of civilians
killed?

A Yes. They said they had killed sone civilians and sone
armed nen. It was just hearsay.

Q And did you also hear that a |ot of property was | ooted?

A Yes, for that, | heard about that. In 1992, how we | eft
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our things we net themthe sanme way, intact.

Q So you net your things intact in 1992. But in 1998 when
the RUF was coning fromFreetown, did you neet your things
intact? Did you hear that a | ot of houses were | ooted?

A Yes, they looted, they looted a | ot of houses on our

return. On our return | saw sone houses bei ng burnt down but,

can't say who burnt themdown. |In fact, we did not neet

t here.
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Q So you net all the houses burnt down; correct?

A Yes, yes.

Q And you al so know that as the RUF retreated back to Kono
they abducted a good nunber of civilians?

A Yes, | used to hear about that. | heard of that.

Q And did you al so hear that during that attack nmany wonen

were raped?

A Yes, | heard about it. Even though it was a hideout,
peopl e were still tal king about it.
Q M Wtness, you have nentioned two incidents which |



11 to bring back to your attention. First was the one regarding

t he
12 chief who was killed over a chicken. AmIl correct that that
13 chief was not killed in Koakoyi ma?
14 A Vel |, he was brought, it was at Congo Wako, Ni m koro

16: 24: 49 15 Chiefdom It was not at Koakoyi ma

16 Q Were there MPs at N m koro Chief donf

17 A VWl | they must, they definitely should have been there.

18 But, | did not know whether they were there. |In fact, | did
not

19 go there.

16: 25: 17 20 Q M Wtness, you also tal ked about a fighter who was

killed

21 because he was accused of rape. That incident did not occur
in

22 Koakoyi ma; am | correct?

23 A Yes. It was in a village at CGbense Chiefdom They
br ought

24 the matter at -- to Koakoyi ma.

16: 25: 44 25 Q There were MPs at Ghense Chiefdom am| correct?

26 A No. They were only based in Koakoyi na.

27 Q M Wtness, am| correct that the Gbhense Chi ef dom and

28 Tankoro Chi efdom were |ike twin chiefdons, they were two
separat e

29 admi nistrations but for the tine being were held together as
one?
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A The chiefdomis separated by water. The houses are
separated by stones and water. |If you do not understand, you
woul d - -

| NTERPRETER:  Your Honours, can the witness go over it
agai n?

MR FYNN:
Q Could you say that slowy, M Wtness?

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: You were in charge of -- M Wtness.

MR FYNN: M Lords, because of the -- | think those

were said in the closed session. That is why | did not want

confront himw th that information

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Ckay.

MR FYNN. I'mtrying to get to it in a very round-about
ki nd of way.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes, okay.

MR FYNN:
Q Could you say it again, M Wtness, what you just said
regardi ng the two chiefdons?
A kay, okay. Goense Chi ef dom and Tankoro Chi efdom the
centre, the township, formed Koidu, new Sembehun and the city
council. Tankoro part is the --

THE | NTERPRETER:  Sorry. Let the wi tness cone again,
pl ease.

MR FYNN:

Q M Wtness, you seemto be going too fast for the
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A Ckay, okay.
Q And try to pause after every sentence. Yes, you may
answer .
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A Ckay.
Q Yes, you were telling us about the Gbhense Chi ef dom and

Tankor o Chi ef dom

A Yes.

Q Wuld | be correct to say that they were both --

A Yes.

Q -- having their own separate adm nistration?

A Yes, even during the period of the traditional rulers,

paranount chief in CGoense is different. And the one in

is a different paranmount chief. Chief Sahr Quee is in

Chi ef Fekeh Kamachande, he is in Gbense.

Q M Wtness, | would suggest to you that it is untrue

there were no MPs in the Gbense Chiefdonf

A No. At that tinme all of them were based at Koakoyi na.



16:29: 14 15 During that tinme nobody was in the township in Koidu Town.
There

16 was nobody there.

17 Q M Wtness, | would suggest to you that it is untrue
t hat

18 the executions you nentioned were carried out in Koakoyima, if
at

19 all?

16: 29: 37 20 A Wl l, the one who raped was gunned down before ne in

front

21 of the MP station -- the office.

22 Q M Wtness, when did the natural rulers return to Kono;
do

23 you renenber?

24 A It was in 2001

16: 30: 15 25 Q M Wtness, you nentioned that there was a neeting,

26 believe, in Bonea street at which president --

27 A Bona street.

28 Q Coul d you say that again, please?

29 A Bona street. Yes, at the RC church
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1 Q Now coul d you just confirmwho was at this meeting?
2 A Yes. Head of state, Konare, (basanjo and Kabbah, and

their
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respective entourage.
Q M Wtness, was this a cl osed-door neeting?
A Well, no. It was an open one. It was only that some

peopl e were afraid because they came with very serious

and the church was full.
Q And M Wtness, you were not afraid; am| correct?

A Not at all, if wonmen were there, | ama man. Wy shoul d

be afraid?

Q | take the point, M Wtness. M Wtness, you nentioned

JUDGE BOUTET: |'msorry, M Prosecutor. WAs your

only to those dignitaries that came froma foreign | and?

Presi dent Kabbah was there at that tinme but, | thought your
guestion was to descri be who attended that meeting and such

MR FYNN: Yes, My Lord. Save that he seened to clarify

when | asked himthe next question, whether it was a cl osed-

meeting. He went on to say it was not, everybody was invited,

| stopped ny chase there.

JUDGE BQUTET: Thank you.

MR FYNN:
Q M Wtness, you testified that you canme to Freetown.
exact words: "We canme to Freetown for training in 1998."

you say "we," to whomdid you refer?

A LWD workers. Land, water, devel opnent departnent, and



26 swanp irrigation, so on and so forth.

27 Q M Wtness, what kind of training did you cone for?
28 A It was how to devel op swanps and how to design them
29 Q M Wtness, | would put it to you that you were at that
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1 nmeeting because the AFRC/ RUF had designhated you to be there;
am |
2 correct?
3 A No. In fact while entering you would not be given a
paper .
4 You were not given an invitation paper. You would only go
there

16:34:07 5 to |isten what was happening. W were about peace. So nobody

6 was forced to go out. But if the place was full, and you' d be
7 checked, if you had any weapon it would alarm As people

8 observed that things were taken from they were given away --
9 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: M Wtness, the question was sinple.

You

16: 34: 30 10 went to that neeting because you had been designated by the
AFRC

11 or --
12 MR FYNN:  AFRC/ RUF.
13 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: -- RUF. Is it a yes or no answer?

14 THE W TNESS: No.
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THE WTNESS: No
MR FYNN:

Q M Wtness, you travelled all the way from Kono to

that neeting; am| correct?

A Wi ch neeting?

Q The training.

A kay, yes, yes, yes.

Q You travelled all the way from Kono to attend that
traini ng?

A Yes. They wote us letters and they invited us for the

training. They showed us the dates to cone. Al of us
travelled. | was the not the only person that canme from Kono.

W were four in nunber. People canme fromall over Sierra

Port Loko, Makeni, Kenemm, Kailahun. Al of us that were

swanp devel oprment came
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Q M Wtness, | would put it to you that you canme to that
neeting because you were designated -- to that training

you were designated by the AFRC/ RUF to be there?
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PRESI DI NG JUDGE: He has said no.
MR FYNN:

Q And sinmlarly, it was because you were RUF, that's why

were not afraid to be in that church neeting?
A Well, no. It was not because you said |'m RUF that that

was why | attended that neeting. No, it wasn't.

Q But, M Wtness, you do not deny that you are in fact
A I amnot an RUF. | aman ordinary civilian.
Q M Wtness, | take the point that you are a civilian

nonet hel ess you are RUF. Wuld you agree with ne?
A No. It is not in ny heart.
JUDGE BOUTET: What was the answer? It was not in ny --
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: In ny heart.
MR FYNN:  In his heart.
JUDGE BQUTET: Thank you.

MR FYNN: M Lords, that will be all for him | thank

very nmuch, M Wtness.

JUDGE BOUTET: |'msure M Jordash you have no
this tinme.
MR JORDASH. Well | kind of do.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Well let's see how far we go, M

MR JORDASH. Only one issue and it's this, that if | can
try. The witness, M Wtness --
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Do you want us to ask this witness to

| eave before you seek, before you explore your premnmises and --
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t hat
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1 I"mright this tine.
2 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Well, | give ny proxy to ny two
3 colleagues. | will say nothing this time. But I'Il joinin
at a
4 certain stage.
16:38:18 5 MR JORDASH:  You make me nervous now.
6 RE- EXAM NED BY MR JORDASH
7 MR JORDASH
8 Q M Wtness, you have said maybe two things which I'd
like
9 to look at. On the one hand you said that all the houses in

16: 38: 40 10 Koi du were burnt down in -- by the time you arrived back in
1999.

11 On the other hand you said that you, the civilians, noved into
. 12 houses. Can you explain the state of the houses? Wre they
a
13 burnt down or what was the situation?
14 A Not all the houses were burnt down.
16: 39: 23 15 Q The ones in the centre of Koi du Town?
16 A Even there, not all. Some houses were partially burnt

17 down, sone were not burnt down at all
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MR JORDASH. That's all | have. Thank you.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: You have escaped.

MR JORDASH. It's Friday afternoon

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: A good weekend for you, isn't it.

MR JORDASH:  Yes, |'mgrateful.

JUDGE BOUTET: You were on better ground this tine.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: You have to be grateful to one person
and that's M Fynn and M Hardaway on the other side. They

didn't obstruct you this tine. So I think they woul d deserve

weekend dri nk.
MR FYNN: It would be nost wel come, My Lord.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes. Al right. M Wtness, we have
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come to the end of your testinmony and we thank you for com ng

testify before us and to | et us have your story about what was

happening in your area at that tinme. So we thank you once

and we wi sh you a safe journey back to your residence, and to
your peopl e.

THE W TNESS: Thank you, sir.



t he

may

7

8

9

16:41: 34 10

11

12

13

14

17:14: 03 15

16

17

18

19

17:14:19 20

21

22

23

24

17: 14: 43 25

26

27

28

29

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: All right. W would recess and the
wi tness can thereafter be assisted, you know, out of the
courtroom We will rise, please.

[ The witness withdrew
[Break taken at 4.33 p.m]
[ RUFLFEBOSA - DG
[ Upon resuming at 5.05 p.m]
[ The witness entered Court]
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes, M Jordash.
MR JORDASH: Yes, the next witness is DI S-066.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: The forty-fourth. | hope we'll keep

count well now.
MR JORDASH. Forty-fourth.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Forty-fourth.
MR JORDASH: And the | anguage is Krio.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: DI S-
MR JORDASH: 066.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Can you swear himin.
W TNESS: DI S-066 [ Sworn]
[ The wi tness answered through interpreter]

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Please. Yes. Yes, M Jordash, you

proceed, please.

MR JORDASH: | just appreciated that | need to have the

SCSL - TRI AL CHAMBER |
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wi tness's nane on record, but | don't need a cl osed session,

if I could ask that the witness be allowed to whisper it to

the --
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Then it can be witten.
MR JORDASH: Yes.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: |Is he -- can he not wite his own
MR JORDASH. Let me just clarify. | don't think so.
EXAM NED BY MR JCORDASH:
VR JORDASH:
Q M Wtness, good afternoon.
A Yes, afternoon.
Q Are you able to read and wite? Can you wite your own
name?
A No.
Q Ckay. Whuld you be able to say it quietly to either the

witness and victins |lady who can wite it down on a piece of
paper for you, but don't say it yet.
A Ckay.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes. Can she [sic] be given a paper
pl ease. Thank you

M Jordash, you're tendering the paper, are you?

MR JORDASH:  Yes, please.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: It is admtted and marked as exhibit -
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is that again?

M5 KAMJUZORA: 299
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: 299. Ckay.
[ Exhibit No. 299 was admitted]

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: The paper has been tendered and nmarked

confidentially as Exhibit 299.
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MR JORDASH. Thank you.

M W tness.

Yes.

You | ook nervous, don't be. Don't be anxious.
Ckay.

How ol d are you, please? WlIl, before we start that,

going to ask you sone questions, and after 1've finished there

wi | |

Q

be some questions fromothers --

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Can you have this please?
THE W TNESS: Ckay.
MR JORDASH:

-- and especially the Prosecution to your left. |If you

don't understand ny questions, please ask me to repeat the

questi on.



17:20: 12 15 A Ckay.

16 Q If you don't know the answer, it's perfectly acceptable
to
17 say | don't know. Please speak at a noderate pace, so that
what
18 you say can be translated; do you follow ne?
19 A Yes.
17:20: 38 20 Q How ol d are you?
21 A 35 years.
22 Q Where were you born?
23 A At Bunbuna.
24 Q And where do you live at presently?
17: 20: 57 25 A I live in Bunmbuna right now.
26 Q Are you narried?
27 A Yes, |'mnmarri ed.
28 Q How rmany w ves?
29 A One.
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1 Q Do you have any chil dren?
2 A Yes.
3 Q How many?
4 A There are three in nunber.



17:21:26 5 Q Did you go to school ?
6 A I did not go to school .
7 Q Have you ever net |ssa Sesay?
8 A No.
9 Q | suppose it follows that you have never spoken to him
or
17:21:56 10 have you spoken to hin? Have you ever spoken to hinf
11 A Wth the first | have never discussed.
12 Q Have you ever seen hinP
13 A I have not yet seen him
14 Q Now, | want to ask you about sone of your experiences --
17:22:20 15 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Wen he says that he has not yet seen
16 him is it that he has never seen hin? He says: | have not
seen
17 himyet. Wat does that nmean? |Is that Krio [indiscernible].
18 THE W TNESS: |1've never seen him before.
19 MR JORDASH:
17:22: 41 20 Q Woul d you recogni se hinf
21 A Vll, | wouldn't know him
22 Q Ckay. Let ne take you to the war. Wen the war first
cane
23 to Sierra Leone, where were you?
24 A I was in Kono.
17:23:15 25 Q Did you stay in Kono for some tinme?
26 A Wl |, when the war cane, | was there, but there were
27 certain times when | | eave Kono and go el sewhere.
28 Q Were you working in Kono when the war cane?

29 A Yes.



Page 104

17: 23: 58

17: 24: 27

17: 25: 01

17: 25: 46

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

SCSL - TRI AL CHAMBER |

SESAY ET AL

29 FEBRUARY 2008 ( AMENDED) OPEN SESSI ON

Q What were you doi ng?

A We were m ning.

Q VWhat were you nini ng?

A Di anonds.

Q Do you know where you were in 1996 when President Kabbah

becane president?

© » 0 » O » O » O >» O » O > O P

I was in Kono.

Were you still mning di anonds?

Yes.

Did you stay in Kono mning di anonds throughout 19967
Yes.

D d you go anywhere --

No.

D d you hear of the Abidjan Peace Accord?

| heard about that.

Did you go anywhere after the Abidjan Peace Accord?
| did not go anywhere

Did you ever go to Tongo?

Yes, | went to Tongo.

When did you go to Tongo?

| went to Tongo in 1997.

When you went to Tongo in 1997, who was president?
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A I did not get you clearly.

Q Let me ask this question: Are you aware that in My of
1997, Johnny Paul Korona took over as president in Freetown?
A Well, we had been hearing about that through runours.
Q Did you go to Tongo before you heard that or after you
heard t hat ?

THE | NTERPRETER: Can the wi tness come again, that is
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clear to the interpreter.
MR JORDASH:
Q Did you go to Tongo, M Wtness, before you heard about

Johnny Paul Korona in Freetown, or did you go after you'd

A It was after | heard, later I went to Tongo.

Q Way did you go to Tongo?

A Vel l, during that period when | had left Cuinea, when |
|l eft Quinea, | went to Tongo.

Q What were you doing in Quinea?

A Well, in Guinea | was in a canp.

Q Whi ch years were you in Cuinea?

A I was in N adu canp at Ngegedu.
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Q Wi ch year?

Well, the year, that | wouldn't be able to recall again.

did not wite it down.

Q Ckay. Fair enough. Let's go back to you being in

Were you working in Tongo?

A Yes, | used to work in Tongo.

Q Doi ng what ?

A We were mning for di anonds.

Q Wio was in control in Tongo when you were mining?

A Well, during that time, we net Kamgjors and some

and RUF.

Q Were they all there together or different tinmes?

A Well, at the canp they were not together, but when they

were in town, they were just mngled together.

Q How |l ong did you stay in Tongo, M Wtness?
A Well, Tongo, | wouldn't be able to say the days | spent
t here.
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Q Did you | eave Tongo at sone tinme?
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Yes.
Where did you go?
I went back to Kono.

What made you | eave Tongo?

> 0 » O >

Well, it was an attack that was made on Tongo, that is

I left there.
Q Who attacked Tongo?
A It was the Kanmjors who attacked Tongo. That nmade ne to

| eave the place

Did other people |leave at the same tinme?
Yes.
Do you know whether it -- which year it was?

It was in 1997.

When you were in Tongo in 1997 --
I'"'munabl e to understand you

No, | haven't finished ny question

Ckay.

o » 0O » O > O P> O

When you were there and the RUF were there, in Tongo,

you able to mine freely?

A Well, we were nining, but during that tine, the nining

under a certain condition
Q What was that?
A The condition was in Tongo, during that time, when he

extract gravel because we used to nmine at the terrace. You

sone bags wherein you put the gravel which you carry somewhere
el se.

Q And what was the situation with the gravel at that tine?
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bossman who was supporting ne.

Q Was the bossman a civilian or a fighter?

A It was a civilian.

Q D d you receive any proceeds for your mning at that

A I'"'munabl e to understand that question.

Q Were you able to receive any benefit fromyour mining at

that tinme in Tongo?

A During that tine | was able to get sonething that nmade

to maintain ny life.

Q Were you mning voluntarily or not?

A I was glad to mine.

Q And were there other civilians mning at that tinme?

A Yes, there were civilians who were m ning.

Q Did you observe whether they were nining voluntarily or
not ?

A Well, that -- | wouldn't be able to say on their own
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Q Ckay.

Fair enough. But you were nmining voluntarily.

then you went to Kono in 19977

A Yes.
Q And when you arrived in Kono, what did you do?
A VWll, | had one of ny friends. | went to himand

explained to himthat | had cone from Tongo and | had

Q And why did you go and explain that to hin®

A It was because we were attacked, that is why | left the
pl ace.

Q This friend of yours in Kono --

A No, it was a Mende.

Q kay. This Mende friend of yours, who you found in

did you have any --

SESAY ET AL
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PRESI DI NG JUDGE: You are what tri be.

THE W TNESS:  Mandi ngo.

VMR JORDASH:

Did you work in Kono, when you arrived in 19977

Yes,

was wor ki ng there.



6 Q Can you explain howit was? Wat you did to arrange

your
7 work on arriving at Kono?
8 A Yes, | would explain.
9 Q Go ahead.
17:35:33 10 A Well, when | went and nmet this of ny friend who was
Tomy,
11 he was working there at Kai sanbo were working there. Then
told
12 himthat we -- | wanted to --
13 THE | NTERPRETER: Can the witness go a little bit
sl ower ?
14 VR JCORDASH:
17:35:55 15 Q Remenber to try and pause every so often
16 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: He said he was working where? Tomy
was
17 wor ki ng wher e?
18 MR JORDASH:  Kai sanbo.
19 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Kai sanbo
17: 36: 10 20 THE WTNESS: Tonmmy was wor ki ng at Kai sanbo
21 MR JCORDASH:
22 Q Go on
23 A | told himthat | would join himso that all of us would
24 wor k t oget her.
17:36: 31 25 Q And did you go to Kai sanbo?
26 A Yes.
27 Q Were there other people at Kai sanbo wor ki ng?
28 A Yes.
29 Q A few people or many peopl e, what kind of nunber?
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A Many peopl e.

Q What were they doing?

A They too were mning there.

Q And did you have a supporter?

A Yes.

Q Was that a civilian or a fighter?

A It was a civilian.

Q Were there other -- were you the only civilian with a

supporter at Kai sanbo?

A No.

Q D d you see other supporters there?

A Yes.

Q Cvilians or fighters?

A They were civilian.

Q Were there any fighters in Koidu or Kono District at
time?

A No, during the time we were working there, | did not see

fighters there

Q Just so that we're clear, are you talking about Kai sanbo

Koi du Town or Kono? Let ne break it down.

A. Kai sanmbo is | ocated in Koi du Town.
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Q kay. Do you know if there were any soldiers in the
district at that tine?

A VWl l, during that time in 1997 when we were mining

initially soldiers were there.

Q You may not know, but I'Il try anyway. You said there

many civilians mning at Kai sanbo, are you able to give us a
rough i dea how nany?

A Wll, | did not count them but there were nany.
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Q How many pits were there at Kai sanbo?
A The pits were nmany. | was unable to count themall.

Q In terms of civilians mining, do you think there were

or hundreds or thousands?
A Well, that was why | told you that | did not count them

but there were nany.

Q Was Kai sanbo near any other mining places?

A Yes.

Q Where el se -- what was near Kai sanbo?

A Well, the place we used to call there because it was

separated by a street, but |I'mthinking about the place. Just
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allowne alittle bit. The other place was call ed Bakondo.

other area was called Joe Bush. That was the name we used to

call that place

Q WAs any mning going on in that place, when you were at
Kai sanbo?

A Yes, they were mning there.

Q Who was mining there?

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: M ni ng where?
MR JORDASH: At the place he mentioned.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Bakondo. He nentioned Bakondo and Joe

Bush.

THE W TNESS: Yes. Yes

MR JORDASH:
Q I s Bakondo and Joe Bush one place or two places?
A They were two pl ace.
Q Was anybody mining in Joe Bush?
A Yes, they were mning there.
Q Civilians or fighters?
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A Well, civilians were there.
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Do you know now many?

I wouldn't be able to say the numnber.
Few or many?

There were nmany.

And Bakondo, any m ning there?

Yes.

Civilians or fighters?

Gvilians.

Few or many?

There were many.

c » O » O P O > O > O

Do you know if the mining conditions in those two places

were the sane or different to the ones in Kai sanbo?

A Wl l, the condition that obtained there, |I did not know
about it.

Q Do you know if the civilians were nmining freely or not?
A Well, not that they told nme they had any problemthere.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Has he answered your question, M
Jor dash?

MR JORDASH: | thi nk.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Do you think he has answered the
question?

MR JORDASH: Yes, | do.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: He has, okay. That he was never told
that civilians had any probl emthere?

MR JORDASH. Yes.
Q Did the -- Well, I'll take Your Honour's cue. Civilians

never told you they had a problemthere. Wat do you nean?

el aborate a bit.
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A Ckay. For instance, if there were any problem whatever

you wi Il hear that through runours, but | wouldn't be able to

what was obtained there because | was not involve in nmning in
that area.

Q And at this tinme when you were mning in Kai sanbo, who
recei ved the gravel ?

A Well, during that tine it was a conpany owned the place

and they had their securities there. It was the security that

handed the gravel to.

Q Did you hand all the gravel to the securities?
A No.
Q Whi ch proportion of the gravel did you hand to the

securities?

A Well, if you had a single pile, that would be divided in
the m ddl e.
Q Do you know if it -- was that division at Bakondo and

Bush, or was it a different division?

A No, for those areas | wouldn't say.



19 Q Fair enough. Did you see any nen with guns at any of
t hese

17: 45: 07 20 three places?

21 A No.

22 MR JORDASH. |'m about to start a new area, the area of

23 intervention, but |I'mhappy to continue. | use the word happy
in

24 a very general sense.

17:45: 57 25 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Are others joining you in your

happi ness?

26 THE WTNESS: Ch, no probl em

27 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Well, | think we will call it a day
her e

28 for the weekend, and | w sh everybody a restful weekend.
ve' |

29 resune the session on Monday at 9. 30.
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1 The Chanber will rise, please.

2 [ Wher eupon the hearing adj ourned at 5.40
p.m,

3 to be reconvened on Monday, the 3rd day of

4 March 2008 at 9.30 a.m]
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EXH BI TS:

Exhi bit No. 299

W TNESSES FOR THE DEFENCE:

WTNESS: DI S-027

CROSS- EXAM NED BY MR CAMVEGH

CROSS- EXAM NED BY MR HARDAWAY

RE- EXAM NED BY MR JORDASH

W TNESS: DI S-089

EXAM NED BY MR JORDASH

CROSS- EXAM NED BY MR OCGETO

CROSS- EXAM NED BY MR FYNN

RE- EXAM NED BY MR JORDASH

W TNESS: DI S-066

EXAM NED BY MR JORDASH



