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[ RUFI8MVAYO7A - M

Friday, 18 May 2007

[ Open session]

[ The accused present]

[ The witness entered court]

[ Upon conmencing at 9.30 a.m]

[ The wi tness answered through interpreter]

W TNESS: | SSA HASSAN SESAY [ Cont i nued]
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: We're resum ng the proceeding in open

session since we adjourned |ast night in open session. And do

recall correctly that you had indicated, M Jordash, that

want to nove the Court into closed session this norning at

point in time?
MR JORDASH. At sone point in time, yes; alnost for
certain.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Right. WelIl, then we'll proceed in

session until you so indicate.
MR JORDASH. Thank you.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Ri ght.

MR JORDASH. Yesterday, M Sesay wote two nanes on a

of paper. He subsequently referred to themin open session,
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I'd invite Your Honours to exhibit the two nanes.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Very well. Did we go through the

ritual? Well, let nme for an abundance of caution, ask
M N col -W|son whet her he has any objection?
MR NI COL- WLSON: No objection, Your Honour
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: And M Cammegh?
MR CAMMEGH. No, thank you

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: M Prosecuting counsel ?
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MR HARRI SON: There is no objection. But can | just ask

M Jordash remenbers where -- whether this is the two nanes

i medi atel y subsequent to witing themwe then -- the Court

did go into closed session?
MR JORDASH. It is.

MR HARRI SON:  Yes. There's no objection. | have al

nanes.

PRESI DING JUDGE: Right. W'IIl receive it in evidence

mark it -- Madam Courtroom O ficer, what's the nunber?
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M5 KAMUZORA: Exhi bit 200, Your Honour.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Exhibit 200. And please indicate

sonewhere on that docunent the nexus between the exhibit and

Wi t ness.
[ Exhibit No. 200 was admitted]
JUDGE | TCE: Please, let ne have a | ook at Exhibit 200,
pl ease. Here, here.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes, M Jordash.
MR JORDASH: Thank you, Your Honour.

EXAM NED BY MR JORDASH: [ Conti nued]

Q CGood norning, M Sesay.

A Good norning, M Jordash.

Q Are you wel | ?

A Yes, |'m okay.

Q Now, | want to continue asking you questions about the
attack from-- on Koidu Town then on to Makeni. | just want

ask you about the evidence given by TF1-141. Cbviously, be
careful about saying anything which might reveal the wtness'

identity; although |I think the risk is less than with some of

other witnesses we were discussing yesterday. Now, this
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said that he was on the attack with you to Koidu; do you

this w tness?
A. Yes. | can recall him one four.

Q And he described the attack as saying that the attack

to Gandorhun and at the point of Gandorhun the group was

into further groups; did that happen?

A well, from-- it was a lie, but I'll explain. Because

February '98 to 2001 di sarnmanment, Gandor hun was under our
control. So it was not possible for a fight -- for fight to
ensue in --

THE | NTERPRETER:  Your Honours, would the witness go a

little bit slow

MR JORDASH: Right. | think we are just going to have
slow it down even nore today, else we just -- everyone is
to get frustrated. |t seens unnatural and it is unnatural but

your best, okay? It's not your fault. Start that answer

THE WTNESS: | said that this witness |ied because

Gandor hun was under RUF control in Decenber '98, so there was

need for any fighting to have taken pl ace.
MR JORDASH:
vell --

A Because it was in Gandorhun -- it was through Gandor hun
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that we passed to go to Supernman's G ound before we attacked

Kono. And if you recall that witness's testimony in this

he said before the attack at --
Q Go back a sentence, please

A | said if you could recall that witness's testinony in

Court, the witness said before the attack in Kono he was with

group that | was heading. W cleared Bununbu up to Koidu
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and all this was a big lie, because at this time --

Q I think there has been sonme confusion caused by ne.

wi tness said that he was on the attack to Koi du, Decenber

okay? He said that he | eft Buedu and he went with your group

Gandor hun; are you with nme so far?
A Yes. That was a lie. And | could recall that witness's

testinony. He said when we came from Buedu we cane and

the Mba River and we went to Manowa. Then we cleared the road
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to Koi ndu G eya, through Bununbu, Bandajunma, Yawei, and that

a big lie because, when we attacked Kono, on 16 Decenber ' 98,

was ECOMOG that was -- it was ECOMOG and the CDF that had been

occupyi ng Manowa, Bununbu and Bandaj uma, Yawei. So, if he

that we fought at Koindu Geya, it was a big lie. Because

March 1998, to Decenber '98, it was RUF that had been

t he Koi ndu G eya.

Q This witness said that you passed through Gandorhun on

way to Koi du Town and said that at Gandorhun there had been a

division into groups, an advance group and a bul |l doze teamin

m ddl e and a team at the rear.

A That was a lie. That was a lie. W did not even hold a
meeting at Gandorhun. | did not spend a night at Gandor hun.
only passed through Gandorhun. It was at Supernman G ound that

went and organi sed everything about the attack and there we
di vided the nen and we made a plan and we gave the standing
orders.

Q And this witness says that in Gandorhun the amrunition

shared between the groups?
A That was a big lie. |If he -- if you |look at the

Prosecutor's witness, he was at Superman's G ound before the
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attack, and he hinself said that he took part in the attack on
Koi du. And he did not nention that we divided the group at

Gandorhun. He said that it was at Superman's G ound that we

the neeting and fromthere we |l eft and went and attacked Koi du
Town, and that was the fact. And let ne just ook at his TF
number .

JUDGE BOUTET: |I'mreally getting confused now Are we
tal king the sanme w tness when the accused is saying that the
Superman Ground the witness was there and so on. So are we

tal king of the same witness or another witness? He did refer

the Prosecution witness. |'mguessing it's a different

that he is naking reference to, but it's getting very

I nmust say now. Your client also said before it was a big lie

and he went to give that he was not there because the highway

controlled by COF and so on. | don't think that was the

proposition you put to himbut that's why I'msaying |'m

confused in this. | know --
THE WTNESS: M Lord.

JUDGE BOUTET: Just wait, M Sesay. |I'mjust trying to
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follow what's going on. So | know what you're doing; you are

putting allegations and evidence as it was |led by the

and ask the witness if he agrees or disagrees and so on, but

be able to make sense of it it has to follow in sone order

O herwise, | don't understand what is a lie and what's not.

it's up to you, M Jordash. | would imagine that you woul d

at | east one of the judges to understand what the witness is
sayi ng.
MR JORDASH:  Poi nt taken.

THE WTNESS: M Lawyer, would you please allow ne to
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explain to the judge what | am saying so that he woul d
under st and?

JUDGE BOUTET: Yes.

THE W TNESS: Thank you. The |awyer asked me, said that
141 said, 141 alleged that it was at Gandorhun that we divided

the group for the attack on Kono and | said it was a lie. |

if the Court would recall one of the Prosecution w tnesses who
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was TF -- who was TF -- TF1-367, he told this Court that he

at Superman G ound where we held the neeting and it was from

there that we left for the attack on Koidu Town. | said that

the truth. But for 141 to say that we divided the group at
Gandorhun. | said that was a lie. That was what | said, sir.
JUDGE BQUTET: Thank you, M Sesay.
MR JORDASH. | think you' ve already dealt with the point
about what the witness said about staying for one night in
Gandor hun, whi ch you say you didn't.

THE WTNESS: That was a lie. W did not spend a night

Gandor hun.
Q This witness said that when you and the group that he

clains to have been in attacked Koidu Town, the group was

into conpanies. The first conpany was A Conpany; that was the

advance team Those, the bull doze team and the rear team

question is: Wen you or your group attacked Koi du Town, was

there ever a division into the advance bull doze and rear

A Well, | just want to understand the question. You said

wi tness said that the advance team the rear team and the
bul | doze team is that what you nean?
Q Yes, this is what the witness said was the division when

the group attacked Koi du Town?

SCSL - TRI AL CHAMBER |
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A That was a |ie because | had expl ai ned yesterday how we,

how | divided in the groups. There were five groups and we

not give themnnames that this was the advance, this was the

this was the bulldoze team That was a |lie, because we were

moving. This was an attack. So that we would be able to

the base. So it was different fromwhat he said.
Q kay. Did you use a tactic referred to as the bulldoze
team is that sonething that is famliar with you?

A VWl l, we did not have any bull doze team The group that

knew about, which | divided, the anbush and the four groups

attacked Koidu Town. And the groups were five. This wtness

tal king about three groups. So all this will prove that he

not there. He did not know anything about this attack. W

five different groups. The anbush; the group that attacked
Kinberlite; the group that attacked Five-Five Spot; the group

that attacked the DO Barracks; and the group that cane from

that attacked Hi Il Station

JUDGE BOUTET: Now, M Jordash, | don't have the



19 transcript, | cannot check what you're saying, | accept what

10: 03: 32 20 you' re suggesting to the witness, but you nake reference to
t he
21 evidence of that witness to be saying that the group was
di vi ded
22 in company. The first, A Conpany, was -- | amjust
par aphr asi ng
23 what you' ve said -- was composed of the advance team the
24 bul | doze team and the rear team which would seemto mean
that, |
10: 03: 55 25 don't know, if that witness, | don't have the evidence as
say,
26 testified that there were nore than one conpany. So, it's
j ust
27 that the witness said this is not the way it was structured
and |
28 recall the witness saying that they were divided in five
gr oups.
29 The evi dence you're nmaking reference to tal ks of one conpany
but
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1 it would appear that that witness testified that there was
nor e
2 than one conpany and the conpani es woul d appear to have been
3 subdivided in these type of groups. Do | -- do you understand

4 what | nean, M Jordash?
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MR JORDASH: | think so. But the evidence | amafraid
isn't --

JUDGE BOUTET: | don't know. |'mjust quoting fromyour
quot e where you say the witness testified that the group was

divided in conpany. The one was -- first A Conpany was

of -- so I"'mjust reporting what you've said.

MR JORDASH: Well, what the witness appears to have

which is a bit unclear, is that the group was divided into
conpani es and the first conpany was the A Conpany, which
consi sted of the advance team the bull doze team and the rear

team | think Your Honour's understanding is how it was neant

be.
JUDGE BOUTET: Yes. Gkay. As | say, | don't have that,

and | haven't checked that evidence to see what it is, because

just want to make sure that what you' ve been putting to the

witness is what that witness has testified to. That is what

have and that is what he said, that's fine with ne.
MR JORDASH: What 1'Il dois | will check that. [If, for

everyone's reference, it is evidence from15 April 2005, page

of the transcripts.
JUDGE BOUTET: 107?
MR JORDASH. Page 107.
JUDGE BOQUTET: Yes, thank you.

MR JORDASH: And I'll have that checked as well.

am wor ki ng from sunmari es.
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JUDGE BQUTET: Thank you, M Jordash

MR JORDASH:
Q I want to ask you about sone other evidence that that
wi tness gave, M Sesay, which is not strictly concerning Koidu
Town. Before | ask you that, can you ask you this: After the
attack on Koi du Town was there a plan, a new plan?

A Yes. | said that when | had captured Koidu Town |

to Sam Bockarie. Sam Bockarie gave instructions to ne that

the new plan. He gave instructions to ne. He said -- he said
Aki m Turay should head the group to go to Tongo, through Jiam

Ni m koro, and we should go with 100 armed nmen. Then Kallon

was already in the anbush position with 100 arnmed nen. Then

Bockari e said Ranbo should join Kallon at Gold Town with

150 arnmed nen. So they were the ones that noved on the nain

towards Makeni. That was the new plan.

Q Let me be a bit clear: Wat was the objective of the

pl an?
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A Well, the instructions that | got from Bockarie, and we

were fighting a war. |If you attacked your eneny and your

had been running fromyou, what you would do is that you

him because it was to gain ground. That was why we had been
fighting. If the eneny had put up resistance then we woul dn't

have been able to pursue them But since they had been

so Bockarie said we were to pursue them
Q Whi ch ground were you seeking to take?

A Well, the ground that they had been | eaving when they

running. |If when they arrived in Masingbi and they put up a
strong resistance so that we wouldn't be able to capture

Masi nghi, then we woul d not have reached Masingbi. But since
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when they saw us, they ran away, then we too continued

t hem
Q Was there a plan to go to Freetown, at this stage?

A Well, before the attack on Kono --



10: 08:51 5 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes, M Prosecutor

_ 6 MR HARRI SON:  Your Honour, the Prosecution is mndful it
is
7 inportant for all of the evidence to be heard. In this
8 particular instance, it is a |leading question in this
particul ar
9 context. W just ask if, in future, perhaps, a little bit
nor e
10: 09: 06 10 caution could be taken. W realise this is an accused and he
11 ought to be given |latitude.
12 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Thank you. Counsel, there is a veiled
f 13 obj ection that you' ve been | eading this particular area. But,
0
14 course, | don't think it's been -- it's not stated as a fornal
10: 09: 26 15 obj ection but, rather, a gentle or nild advice that you avoid
any
_ 16 tendency to ask questions which nmight anmount to | eading
questi ons
17 and, therefore, infringe the rule of inpermissibility against
18 | eadi ng questions. \What is your response?
) 19 MR JORDASH. M understanding of a | eading question is
t hat

10: 09: 58 20 the answer is suggested by the question

21 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: And, of course, it could also be a
22 question on a contentious issue.
23 MR JORDASH: Well, | don't think it's contentious in the
24 sense the Prosecution allege that there is a plan to go to

f 10: 10: 14 25 Freetowmn. | sinply asked M Sesay if that was true or not.

I
26 |"d said to M Sesay, it's true isn't it, that there wasn't a
27 plan to go to Freetown, then that would be a | eading question
28 But, "Was there a plan to go to Freetown,” sinply -- | don't

29 under stand the objection
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PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes. Right. Well, since it hasn't

stated as a formal objection. Perhaps, all | think I can do

this stage is to renmind you that, of course, these rules of

impermssibility in respect of exam nation-in-chief stil

and are still in operation; notably the one agai nst | eading
questions. W can go on.

MR JORDASH: Your Honour, yes.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Counsel, of course, is saying that he

recogni ses the there may well be sone latitude here in respect

an accused testifying on his own behalf but, as a matter of

| don't think there is any such degree of latitude but, in any
event, | think we can proceed and hopefully that sone of the
questions conformw th the basic principles. Al right.

MR JORDASH. | hope all of them do.
Q M Sesay, was there a plan? | hope that's not
obj ectionable. Was there a plan, was there an objective?

A VWll, we did not have a plan to attack Freetown during
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time. We did not have a plan to -- they did not give ne any
instructions that we were to attack Freetown. No.

Q Now, you recall this witness, TF1l-141, who clai ned that

had been on various attacks in Kailahun. Now, this w tness

that he had been staying at Bununbu and he went on an attack

Daru, and the witness said that the order to capture the town

gi ven by Sam Bockarie. And the way in which the w tness gave
evi dence nust have neant that that attack took place in 1998,
before he left to go on the attack with you to Koi du Town.

A Well, from March to Decenber '98, it was ECOMOG and t he

that had been controlling Bununmbu. RUF did not attack Bununbu

fromMarch '98 to Decenber.
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Q I think there is no dispute about this. This is a

different Bununbu to the place where the training base was.
A No. This -- | think this was Bununbu Teachers' Coll ege,
that was where the witness neant. Because | can recall his

testinony in this Court.
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Q Is that the sanme place where the training base was?

A No. The training base -- the Bununbu is between

Town and Buedu and it is off the main road. It is a small
village and this is a big town, Bununbu.

Q When was there an attack on Bununbu, if at all, by the

A Well, the RUF, under Sam Bockarie, supervised by 371

carried on that attack when we had attacked Koidu Town in
Decenber. That was the tine they attacked Manawa, Bununbu and
Segbwermra. After we had captured Makeni, we had been noving
towards, | nean, when we had captured Kono, we had been noving
towards Makeni. That was the tine Mosquito and 371 organi sed

those attacks, and it was 371 who supervised that operation

attack on Manawa, Bununbu and Segbwenma. That was |l ate

' 98.

Q So, just to be as clear as we can, where would you have

been at that point, you, personally?

A Wll, at that tinme, | was in Mikeni, | ate Decenber '98.

if 141 said that he took part in those attacks, then he al one

woul d not be in those attacks and be in the Kono attack; it

not possible. And | want to let you recall, M Lawer, to

that witness's testinony. He said to the Court that he left

Superman's Ground in May when | gave themorder to go and

i n Bununbu, and he said that he spent eight nonths in the
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May to Decenber, then he said he spent eight nonths. Then

he shoul d have graduated fromthe base in '99.
Q This witness said that the attack on Daru that he took

pl ace -- that he took part in had a comrander called War

Do you know of anyone called War Eagl e?

A | knew Eagl e, who was Kanoh Kanneh, that was his rea

He was the battalion commander at Bai ma but, from March ' 98,
ECOMOG and the CDF captured Daru Barracks and the town. They
occupi ed there up to Decenber. So for the whole of '98, from
March to Decenmber, RUF did not attack Daru.

Q Were there people in -- sorry, were there civilians in

Daru, during 1998?

A Yes, there were civilians with ECOMOG and CDF.

Q How was it organised? Where were the civilians in

t o ECOMOG?

A Well, the ECOMOG were at the -- at Daru Barracks. The
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civilians and the CDF were at Daru Town, but ECOMOG had a

post from Daru Town towards the two roads that went to -- the

road that went to Bai ma, ECOMOG had a guard post there; and

one that went towards Bonbahun to Kuiva, ECOMOG had anot her

post there. Because | cane to know that in '99 when | passed
through Daru, after the Lone.

Q D d you know soneone called Gassinmu, in 19987

A Yes. | knew Gassi nu.

Q Who was he?

A Gassimu was a bl ack guard; he was one of Foday Sankoh's
bodyguar ds.

Q Where was he based in 19987

A Well, first, after the retreat, he was at Mbai. But
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around June, it was then that Sam Bockarie posted himto Kono,

Superman's Ground, from Mobai, 1998. So, from June '98,

was in Kono, up to the tinme that | nmet himin Decenber 1998

the attack on Koi du Town.
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Q What happened to hi mthen?

Well, after the attack, he stayed in Kono and we cane to

Makeni. Bockarie said that he was to be the deputy brigade

conmander -- the brigade major for Kono. So he was based in

as a brigade major for the whole of '99, 2000 and 2001, up to

time of disarmanment.

Q TF1- 141, who we were discussing, said that Col onel

took part in an operation to capture Segbwenma, which, again,

the timng he gave, was around 1998. Do you know if that's

A That's a big lie because Gassinmu, | nmet him at

G ound, Decenber '98, and all of us attacked Koi du Town. So

was not possible for himto have left there to go back to
Segbwerma. And, as | knew, nobody cane from Kono to go on the

attack on Segbwerma. The Segbwena attack, it was Bockarie and

that organi sed the nen in Kail ahun when they carried out that
attack. Gassinu was not part of it.

Q Do you know, or did you know, soneone called Papay

or Col onel Francis?

A Yes. | knew him

Q Where was he in 1998?

A Vell, he was in, in '98, he was at Bal ahun, but | |ater

came to know that they were the ones that carried out the



27 on Segbwena. He was at Segbwena during that attack

Segbwenm,
28 Bunurmbu and Manawa, | ate Decenber ' 98.
29 Q Do you know what happened during the attack on Segbwenma?
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1 Do you know what kind of attack it was?
2 A Vell, | was not there and the operation was not reported
to
) 3 me. | said that it was 371 who supervised the operation, and
e
4 had been reporting to Bockarie. It was not to ne, so
woul dn' t
10: 22:26 5 be able to know exactly what transpired at Segbwerma, because
6 was in Makeni, and that is a considerable distance and 371 did
7 not report to nme. It was Bockarie who nmade hi m supervisor for
8 that attack and he was reporting to Bockari e.
9 Q Do you know what the objective of that attack was?
10: 22: 53 10 A Vel |, what | understood later, it was to cut off the
11 ECOMOG, cut off their supply route between Kenena and Daru
t hat
12 was why they went and occupi ed Segbwena up to Bendu Junction
13 Q Do you know of an attack on Nayiama Juru in and around

14 1998/ 997

10: 23: 34 15 THE | NTERPRETER: Your Honours, would -- Your Honours,
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woul d the learned attorney be asked to repeat the nane.
MR JORDASH:
Q Excuse ny pronunciation, Nayiama Juru. NA-Y-I-A-MA

second word "Juru."

A Nayi ana, Nayi ana.

Q Thank you. Do you know of an attack on that place?

A Yes, that was in August to Septenber '98. That was then
that | was at Pendenbu. It was Bockarie. He was the one that

said men should go and attack Nayi ama, because ECOMOG was

there and, indeed, they did attack the place; and they burnt

ar nour ed car.

Q Was anyone killed during the burning of that arnoured
A You nean fromthe RUF or fromthe ECOMOG side?
Q Let's start with the ECOMOG si de.
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A Well, this was war. It was fighting. Wen you went to
fight, you are either killed or you kill your eneny. That was

what used to happen. O you were either captured or you
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your eneny. That was what war involves. But they did not

to nme that they killed civilians, and they did not kill any

civilians there. It was ECOMOG and the CDF that occupied the

t own.
Q How are you so sure that civilians were not killed?
A Well, during that tine | was at Pendenbu as conmander

the men that went, other senior officers, were there on the
attack and did not report any such things to ne.
Q Who went; can you renenber? Which senior comuanders?

A Well, Lion was there as the adviser to Mohaned Gaddafi,

was the commander. And even Vandi Kosia al so went there. So

anyt hi ng had happened which had to do with civilians, | would
have known, but they did not report anything to me saying that
they had killed civilians there.

Q What job did Vandi Kosia have at that tine?

A VWell, at that tine he was the adviser to Denis Lansana

was the brigade comander based in Pendenbu with whom we were

in Pendenmbu. So he was the one that said that | was to join

men to go to Nayi ana.

THE | NTERPRETER:  Your Honours, | don't get the last bit

the witness's testinony.

MR JORDASH:
Q Repeat the | ast sentence, please, M Sesay.
| said -- | said | was the one who said Kosia should go
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senior man with Lion so there they would be able to be with

men, so that there would be control, and they did not report
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anything to nme that they killed civilians. They only fought

agai nst the CDF and ECOMOG, and they pushed them out of Kenena

out of Nayiama, sorry.

THE | NTERPRETER: Correction interpreter: Qut of

i nstead of Kenenm.
MR JORDASH:
Q This witness also clained that he'd been on an operation

call ed Operation Spare No Soul ordered by you who was present

Buedu, and the operation was an operation on Bununbu?

A You' ve confused the question. You are talking about --

the witness is tal king about Nayiama, |et ne respond about

Nayi ama first, then you conme to Bununbu, because this was one

the witness's who did not nake any head and tail about his own
story.

Q Ckay. Go ahead.
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A Because the witness told the Court that he |eft

Gound in My, then August, how would he be able to cone from

training base and go and take part in an attack on Nayi ama?

he said that he spent eight nmonths in the base. And it was in
this same 1998. See, see?

Q Ckay. Operation Spare No Soul ordered by you from Buedu
i nvol ving an attack on Bununbu; is that correct?

A M Lawyer, mnus 141, and 141, | feel that the judges,

the Defence | awyers, you saw 141.

JUDGE I TOE: M Sesay, please answer the question

the question. A question has been put to you. Before you

any conmentaries on questions put to you, on any replies you

make, you should first of all answer the question. They said

ordered Operation Spare No Soul which was supposed to -- and
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you ordered it from Buedu, involving an attack on Bununbu; is

that true or false? Answer the question before you make any
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commentary on what the witness is, or what he may have said;
will you please?
THE WTNESS: M Lord, ny previous -- all ny previous

responses about this, | said from March to Decenber it was

that had been controlling Bununbu, so no attack took place on

Bununbu by the RUF. And this Operation Spare No Soul, which

have been tal ki ng about, | had never given such instructions.

never gave instructions, and what brought about this operation

Spare No Soul, which | have told the Court about, that it was

Septenber that | heard about it on BBC, when | was at

It was based on -- when they returned Foday Sankoh from

to Sierra Leone, that was why Bockarie gave that instruction

Eldred Collins to tal k about operation Spare No Soul

MR JORDASH. Ckay, thank you

Q Now, | want to ask you about sonebody el se. And please
don't nention any witness in relation to this person. | just
want to ask you, first of all, whether you know this person

you know sonebody called or did you know soneone called Tiger?

A He was a radi o operator.
Q Whose radi o operator was he?
A | said yes, he was a radio operator. He had been

with me at G ema before the coup and he had been operating

me in '"97 in Freetown here, when | was at Hill Station, and he

had been operating with ne in '98 when | was at Pendenbu.
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Q D d you know anyone el se called Tiger?
JUDGE | TOE: Was he a radio operator? He had been

operating with you. Was he a radio operator?
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THE W TNESS: Yes.
JUDGE I TOE: Thank you.
MR JORDASH:
Q Do you know any ot her person called Tiger?
Only -- only the radio operator, Tiger, that | knew.

Q Ckay. Thank you. What happened to Tiger after you went

Koi du Town?

A Wel |, Bockarie said that Tiger should renain at

so he was with the brigade commander at Pendenbu. There |

himwhile | left for Buedu and from Buedu | went to Kono.

remai ned i n Pendenbu i n Novenber, Decenber ' 98.
Q And what happened to himafter that?

A VWell, he was in Kailahun. He was in Kailahun. He did



14 cone to Kono and he did not cone or to Makeni with ne. It was
10: 34: 15 15 Cct ober '99 when | was | eaving Buedu to come to Makeni. That
was

16 the tinme that he joined ne and we cane to Makeni, so he was in

17 Makeni from Cctober '99 to 2000.
18 Q So do you know what he was doing from January to -- from
19 Decenber 1998 to Cctober 19997

10: 34: 42 20 A Well, he was in Pendenbu. He would go to Buedu. He was

21 assi gned to Pendenbu.

22 Q Doi ng what ?
23 A As a radi o operator they used to change the commanders
on
24 Bockarie's orders.
10: 35: 11 25 Q Radi o operator to who?
26 A To the brigade commander at Pendenbu; Denis Lansana.
27 Q Now, | want to return now to the advance towards Mkeni .
28 You gave us details yesterday about what you did in various
29 towns. Now, how many RUF nen do you estimate advanced from
Koi du
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1 Town t owards Makeni ?

2 A Well, | said when we had captured Kono Bockarie sent
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instructions so that Akimcould | ead 100 armed nen through

N mi koro to Tongo. Then Kallon had al ready been around Cold

with 100 arnmed nmen, so Bockarie said: Let anot her 150 arned

join the advance team towards Makeni. So we had 250 nen that

taken the hi ghway.
Q And these 150 nen, did they advance towards Makeni ?
A They joined the men at Gold Town and then they noved

towar ds Masi ngbi, Magburaka, then to Makeni. But we were

depl oynents on the way.

Q So how nmany nen advanced eventual |y towards Makeni, do
t hi nk?
A | said there were about 250 arnmed nen. They were the

that noved towards Makeni, whilst 100 armed nmen noved towards
Tongo; 150 stayed for Kono. Those were the arned nen, not the

unar ned nen.

Q Now, before we get to Makeni, can | ask you this: Wen

Morris Kallon come to Kail ahun from Kono, in 1998?

A Well, Kallon canme first of all to go and | eave his

because he had his nother and other people in May. Then he

wi t hdrawn from Kono when he went under puni shnent from

in August 1998.

Q So that was in August. But where did he go after that?



10: 38: 34 25 A Wel |, he was in Buedu under punishnent. After that he
was

26 posted by Bockarie so that he could join ne at Pendenbu in
August
27 ' 98.
28 Q Do you recall the evidence of TF1-334 who clainmed that
he' d
29 heard a communi cati on between you and Qullit and the troops
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1 whi | st they were at Roso0s?
2 A That was a lie. That was a biglie. And | and this
group
3 that was at Rosos, we never had any communication, so it --
4 THE | NTERPRETER:  Your Honours, would the witness be
asked

10:40: 13 5 or instructed, you know, to repeat the last bit of his
testi nony.

6 MR JORDASH: Go back over the |ast answer.
7 THE WTNESS: | said the group that was in Koi nadugu
8 Kurubonl a, SAJ Miusa, we never had any comunication, and the
9 group that was at Rosos, we never had any conmmunication, and
m nd
10: 40: 32 10 you, this witness who said so, he was a radio -- he was not a

11 radio operator. And even if you listened to 360, 360, he was

12 part of that system
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Q Ckay. This witness -- let nme ask you this: Wat
nationality was Al fred Brown?
A Al fred Brown was a Liberian. Alfred Brown was just an

operator; he was not a comrander within the rank and file of

RUF.

Q TF1-334 said that @Gullit had comruni cated with Mdsquito
whil st he was at Major Eddie Town. Did you -- were you aware
t hat ?

A I was not aware of that. | never heard about that.

Q Do you know what Sam Bockarie's attitude was at that

around Sept enber, Cctober 1998, to -- towards the group of

in the north?

A Wel |, Bockarie was disgruntled with these nen because

men are not been taking instructions fromhim and these nen

on an i ndependent operation. Bockarie did not have any

over themand |I did not understand about any communication

took place between them | did not know anythi ng about that.
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Q 334 spoke about SAJ Musa arriving at Col onel Eddie Town

at sone stage whilst at Col onel Eddie Town SAJ Musa heard an

interview by Robin White for the BBC in which Msquito had

that the troops under his command were novi ng towards

Were you aware of any such announcenent by Mosquito?
A Vel l, Msquito nmade a | ot of interviews, you know, so he

had just been trying to please hinself, or please the people

had been listening but he was not in control; the nen had not
been taking orders fromhim But since he had access to

satellite phone, that was why he was tal king but when it cane

the reality SAJ Musa and this of his group had not been taking

instructions from Bockarie at all. And even 360 confirned

who was with this group until the tinme that they came to
Freetown -- he testified to that. He said when they captured
Masi aka, when Alfred Brown tried to conmuni cate with Bockari e,
SAJ Musa said, he seriously beat Alfred Brown --

Q Wait wait wait; the translation

THE | NTERPRETER:  Your Honours, | did not get the |ast

of the witness's testinony.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Well, we'll ask himto repeat that
segnent and pl ease translate very carefully. M Sesay, please
repeat the last segnment of your testinony.

THE W TNESS: Yes, My Lord. M Lord, | said -- | said
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these nen had not been communicating with Bockarie and even
according to -- according to this 360, he was with this group,

and he said that on the arrival of SAJ Musa at Major Eddie

f rom Koi nadugu, he said no RUF operator should go near the

MR JORDASH:
Q You nentioned Sam Bockarie having -- sorry, did
SCSL - TRI AL CHAMBER |
SESAY ET AL
18 MAY 2007 ( AMENDED) OPEN SESSI ON
you?
A I"lI'l come to that; just hold on. So even when they

captured Masiaka when Alfred [as interpreted] Brown was trying

pass this infornmation to Bockarie. Then he was caught where

said that SAJ sl apped himand he threatened that the next

if he went near the set, he will do sonmething bad to him he

would kill him But, 360 said that SAJ beat Al fred Brown

he caught hi m comruni cating with Bockarie. So if there was

communi cati on between Bockarie and SAJ, that woul dn't have

happened.
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MR CAMMEGH. Your Honours, |'mso sorry to interrupt.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes, M Cammegh.

MR CAMMEGH. | need to print a docunment in nmy office and
bring it straight back.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: So you're seeking | eave of the Court?

MR CAMMEGH: To | eave the Court. Fine.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Leave is granted.

MR CAMVEGH: Thank you

MR JORDASH:

Q You nenti oned Sam Bockarie having a satellite phone at

stage; do you know where he got the satellite phone fronf

A Wel |, Bockarie had been going out and conming in and he

peopl e that had been visiting himin Buedu. He had a

phone. And he told nme that he had a friend who was a Canadi an

who gave hima satellite phone, they called himMchel. It

this sanme Canadi an nan who brought the radi o broadcast set for

Bockarie, the FMstation and this man used to cone to Bockarie

Buedu.

Q He brought the radio FMset; just briefly tell us about
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A Yes. That was January '99. The nan was not M chel

man was called Carlos. Carlos. He cane with this from

He cane with this FM station for Bockari e. It was the sane

who had been giving Bockarie satellite phone.

Q 366 clainmed that you had a satellite phone on the attack

Koi du, and that you were conmunicating with Charles Tayl or

the attack; is that correct?
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Well, | think there are two questions.
THE WTNESS: This is a wicked lie.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Let himanswer the first part. Did he

have a satellite phone? Now, there are two parts of the

and | thought you could have different answers.

MR JORDASH. Well, | amhappy to deal with it in that

but I think M Sesay's pretty good at answering --

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: No, that's fine. GCkay. It's just

sonetines, as you yourself have observed, the answers get so

congl onerated and we seek clarification. It is either because

seeks to link together ideas which could clearly be separate

the purpose of evaluating the evidence.

MR JORDASH. Well, in a way they are together because
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is a--the witness is trying to inplicate M Sesay in being

up in the command structure comruni cating things.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: No, but it's just the manner of --
MR JORDASH: | will separate it.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: -- exami nation-in-chief, just to help

Court, so that we get the answers different, you know,
separately.

MR JORDASH: Certainly.
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Q D d you have a satellite phone on the attack?
A No, no. No. And | can explain.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Ckay. Right. Yes, go ahead. Let him

that. Yes, right.

THE W TNESS: Thank you, My Lord. M Lord, there are

wi t nesses whom t he Prosecution had brought, who knew very nuch

about this attack on Kono, and all of them were commanders

the rank and file of the RUF. So if | had a satellite phone

shoul d have said it. They should have said it. But it was
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Bockarie that had a satellite phone in '98. Nobody else. And

even in '99, it was only Bockarie that had a satellite phone;

ot her person had a satellite phone in the RUF. |, in January
2001, that was the tinme that Foday Sankoh sent one of his

bodyguards with a satellite phone for ne. But this phone it

not | that was operating it. It was the operator whom -- who
Foday Sankoh sent with the satellite phone, who was his

bodyguard, he was the one that had been operating this

phone, and this satellite phone did not have any unit init,

except if Foday Sankoh called ne but | did not --

Q Can we have the date again? Wen did you get the
phone?
A I'n January 2000. That was the tinme that Foday Sankoh

hi s bodyguard, who was Jabbati, to come with satellite phone

Makeni .

Q Wiy did -- sorry, go on

A I am not sure of January, but maybe it m ght be between
Noverber, Decenber '98 -- | nean Decenber '99, sorry, Decenber
99 to January 2000. It was between those two nmonths that |

this satellite phone from Foday Sankoh in Freetown.
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Q Why did he give you the phone, do you know, at that

A Well, at that tine, Bockarie had resigned fromthe RUF.

had appointed nme as battle-field commander and he felt that he

shoul d be conmuni cati ng sonme things to me which he did not

done on the radio. That was why he said that use a satellite

phone and t he phone was only useful to Foday Sankoh and ne.

Q Did you know how to operate the phone; you personally?
A I did not know how to operate it and | believe -- | did
know. That -- that was the one. And two, it was -- it

to me that Foday Sankoh did not even trust nme for the phone.

That was why he sent his bodyguard to operate the phone. And

phone did not have any unit. It was only there to receive

from Foday Sankoh. Because if he had trusted ne, his

who knew how to operate the phone, he would have just taught

how to operate the phone but the man was pernmanently assigned

t he operation of the phone.
THE | NTERPRETER: The | ast part was not clear; he said
somet hing that | did not get, Your Honours.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: M Sesay, try again and see, so that
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can get the last part clearly.

THE WTNESS: M Lord, | said, it sounded to nme that

Sankoh did not trust me to have the phone on nmy own, because

he had given the phone to nme as sonething personal, he would

just sent this bodyguard to teach nme how to operate the phone.

But he assigned the bodyguard to this phone to be with ne.

the phone did not have any unit; it was only there to receive
calls fromhim Foday Sankoh
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Thank you

THE W TNESS: Thank you, sir.
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MR JORDASH:
Q When you attacked Koi du Town, were you in touch with any

conmmuni cation with Charles Tayl or?
A No. No. And --
Q Can | ask you this --
JUDCGE | TCE: M Sesay, when he was where did he have
communi cation with Charles Taylor? Was it in Freetown or so?

MR JORDASH. No. | was aski ng whet her he had any
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conmmuni cation with Charles Taylor --
JUDGE I TOE: Wth Charles Tayl or.
MR JORDASH: -- when he was on the attack to Koi du.
JUDGE I TOE: Ckay. Thank you.
THE WTNESS: M Lord, | did not have any conmuni cation

with Charles Taylor when | was attacking Kono. And, from

Charles Taylor did not know ne and | did not know him The

time | came to know Charles Taylor, when | conmunicated wth

and he knew nme was in May, |ate May 2000. That was the first
time that | came in contact with Charles Tayl or.

MR JORDASH:

Ckay. We'll cone to that. 334 --

Yes.

Q -- said that you'd comunicated with GQullit on the

to Kono and that, at the tinme, your call sign was Jaffa.

A Vel l, you see now, Jaffa, the code nane is XXXXX
XXXXXXXX. Just know now how t hese people cane to lie in this
pl ace. Jaffa was what they called xxxxxxxxx. He was the

one that had that code nanme. So that alone had proved that I

not been comunicating with Gullit. And, even at this tine,

XXXXXXXXX, he hinself who had this nane, Jaffa, was under

SCSL - TRIAL CHAMBER |
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custody at Padenba Road Prisons.

Q What was your code nane at that tine?
A You nean what time?
Q At the time you' re heading to Koidu, at the tinme you're

headi ng to Makeni ?

A Well, from'94, ny code name, up to Decenber '98, was
Survival. That was the code nane that was given to ne by
Sankoh.

JUDGE I TOE: From 1994, up to what date?

THE WTNESS: From 1994, My Lord, up to Decenber '98, ny
code name was Survival .

MR JORDASH:
Q But in 1998 did it change?

Yes. After | had captured Koi du Town from Buedu, they

my new code nane, was Sol ar Systeny SSS.
Q Wiy were you given that name?
A Well, they said that | had charged ECOMOG s battery in

Kono. Bockarie said that | had charged ECOMOG s battery in

so that was ny code nane, Solar System

Q Do you recall who you were conmuni cating with when you

nmovi ng towards Makeni from Koi du?

A Yes, | communicated with Ranbo's Station; | conmuni cated



23 with Bockarie, and it was Bockarie's station, it was Bockarie

who
24 told me on the radio that he had given instruction to Superman
to
10:58: 32 25 join Ranbo so that they could capture the barracks, Teko, in
26 Makeni .
27 Q Now, was there an attack on Makeni ?
28 A Well, the fight really took place in the barracks.
29 Bar r acks.
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1 Q Right. Let's start fromthe beginning and take it
sl owl y
2 and expl ai n what happened. Let's start with the outskirts of
3 Makeni ?
4 JUDGE BQUTET: The tinme frame, M Jordash.
10:59:25 5 MR JORDASH:
6 Q The outskirts of Makeni, when do --
. 7 A Vell, | only want -- | want you to help me with two
m nut es
8 so that | can use the bat hroom
9 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Leave is granted.
10: 59: 40 10 THE W TNESS: Thank you, sir.

11 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: W can have a short stand down.
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[Break taken at 11.00 a.m]
[Upon resunming at 11.10 a.m]
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes, M Jordash

MR JORDASH. Thank you, Your Honour.

Q Before | ask about Makeni, one thing | wanted to ask you
about quickly: VWiich village -- if you don't want to answer
in public, just wite the nane down -- which village is your

not her fronf

A Vell, I will wite it.

JUDGE BOUTET: Wasn't it on the personal data that you

us at the beginning the trial, M Jordash?

MR JORDASH. | think it probably was. | forget,

and | don't have a copy.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: The trouble is, even in his summary of
the statement, his testinony, it's still possible that --

MR JORDASH: [|'Il leave this. |'ll deal with it in

| ater.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Ckay.
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MR JORDASH:  Thank you.
Q Let's go back to Makeni.

JUDGE | TOE: M Sesay.

THE W TNESS: Yes, My Lord.

JUDGE | TCE: There is a grandnother's village there, in
t hat docunent.

THE WTNESS: M Lord, mnmy grandnother's village is not

that docunent. Her village of birth, it is not there. There,

grandfather transferred there, in that docunment. But where ny

grandpa [as interpreted] gave birth to ny nother. That was

the | awyer was asking me to wite.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: All right. Let's not get

on it.
JUDGE ITCE: | wanted to consult your docunent, just to

facilitate matters for you. It doesn't prevent you from

what you want to wite.

MR JORDASH: We'Il come back to this issue in a closed
sessi on.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Ckay.

MR JORDASH:
Q Let's go to Makeni.

JUDGE I TCE: If | may ask, M Sesay, the FMradi o which

given to M Bockarie, was it in use? Was it -- did it

THE WTNESS: M Lord, | have just forgotten the date,
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it was during the Lone negotiations that Bockarie installed

radio at Dodo Kotuma, so it worked during that tine. When

Bockari e resigned in Decenber, then he packed all the station

went with it to Liberia. So, it would be around -- | think it

woul d be around June, August to June, when they opened that
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station. In fact, a radio nmessage, that the Prosecutor gave

there to that effect; the nmessages the Prosecutor disclosed to
t he Def ence.

JUDGE I TCE: It opened in August, June? What nonth?

THE WTNESS: M Lord, | cannot be specific about the
month, but | think --

JUDGE I TOE: No, don't be specific. You think, yes?

THE WTNESS: | said, | think it was in June, because

station was opened before the Accord was signed.
JUDGE | TCE: June of what year, please?

THE WTNESS: June '99, sir. May or June '99, one of

t wo.

JUDGE | TCE: Ckay. Thank you.
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MR JORDASH: Could | just --
THE W TNESS: Thank you, sir.

JUDGE BOQUTET: This radio that you're tal king about,

is aradio station? This is a radio fromwhere you can
broadcast; is that what you nean by this?

THE WTNESS: Well, My Lord this station was

from Dodo, Buedu, Bal ahun, but people in Kailahun Town di d not

receive the transmission. So | amsaying it just went around

five mles, to six mle distance because of the antenna's

probl em

JUDGE BOUTET: That's right. That answers ny question

Thank you very nuch.

MR JORDASH. Could | just wrap up one point about TF1-

If I can read you the section of the testinony, which | was
referring to concerning the conpani es.

JUDGE BQUTET: The one that | raised this norning?
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MR JORDASH. Your Honour, yes. It says the witness

"It's like a city attack. They divided us into conpani es.
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woul dn't be that when they say conpany it would be the actua

nunber to conplete a conpany. But it was shared into

The first conpany which is "A" Co [phon] - that was the

team bull doze teamand the rear team" A little unclear, but

MR HARRISON: |I'msorry, could I just ask for the
reference?

MR JORDASH. Sorry, yes. 15 April 2005, page 107, at
17: 32: 26.

Q Now, M Sesay, let's deal with the attack on Makeni,

is the next subject. Now, what date did the attack, the first

attack, by any arned group, on Makeni or the Makeni Barracks

pl ace?

A Well, | canme to understand | ater that Superman and the

and Brigadi er Mani's group, from Koi nadugu, they attacked Teko
Barracks on 23rd of Decenber 1998, but they were not able and

then they retreated to Binkol o.

Q Now, where were you on 23 Decenber 1998?

A I was in Koidu; | was in Kono.

Q Where had the nmen fromthe attack on Koidu reached, in
advance to Koidu -- to Makeni?

A Well, on the 23rd, in the evening, the nen from Kono

arrived in Magburaka, so they slept in Magburaka on the 23rd.

Q Now, | want to take it step by step. How do you know

A Well, the advance team which was Boston Fl onp, aka



27 he was comunicating with ne, so | knew.
28 Q VWhat did you know, if anything, of the |location of

29 Super man, around the 21st or 22nd of Decenber?
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1 A I didn't know the |ocation of Superman. | knew the
2 | ocati on of Superman on the 24th when Bockarie told nme that he
3 had given instruction to Superman to join up with Ranbo and

4 others, in Makeni, so that they could pursue the ECOMOG out of
11:20:49 5 Makeni .

6 Q Right. On the 23rd, did you hear anything about any

attack
7 on Teko Barracks?
8 A Wll, | didn't hear.
9 Q So take us then through -- when did you hear on the 24th

11: 21:16 10 from Sam Bockari e?

11 A It was around 3.00 p.m on the 24th of Decenber '98 when
12 Ranbo sent a nessage to ne that they had reached Makeni
Teachers'
13 Col | ege, so the ECOMOG had withdrawn and they had gone to the
14 barracks. So, as | was sending the radi o nessage to Bockari e,
11: 21: 54 15 Bockari e received the nessage, and he said he wanted to talk

to
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me. Then Bockarie told nme that he had instructed Supernman to

join with Rambo and ot hers, who had reached Makeni, so that

woul d be able to attack the eneny, the ECOMOG and the CDF, at
Teko Barracks so that Makeni woul d be under our control.

So, | told him what are we to do? | asked himwhat to

He said, | should nove to join Ranbo and others in Makeni.

said, "Well, before leaving, | would like to send these 12

pri soners of war, these ECOMOG to you at Buedu." He said, |
shoul d di spatch them before | eaving Kono to go.

Q Who did you dispatch themw th?

A | dispatched themwith the MP and a few fighters who
escorted himto the Ma River, when Bockarie sent other MPs to
receive themat the Ma River.

Q What happened after you di spatched them what did you
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A Vel |, when | dispatched them | slept. The next

early in the norning, | left Kono to come to Makeni. That was

the 25th of Decenber.
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Q Did you communi cate with any of the commanders, such as

Ranbo?

A Yes. | conmunicated with Ranbo, | comunicated with
Kal | on.

Q VWhat was the nature of the conmunication?

A Because | asked Kall on whether what | heard from Ranbo
true. Kallon said, "Yes, it's true." He said, "Qur nen have
reached Makeni." And Kallon was in Magburaka by then. That

on the 24th, in the evening.

Q Was there any further news about the whereabouts of

Super man and Mani ?

A Well, at that nonent, Ranbo only told nme that they heard
firing beyond Makeni, but they never knew the exact town. But
Ranbo, hinmself, told me that he al so received instruction from

Bockari e that he and Supernan should neet at Makeni Town, so

they could join together to attack the barracks.

Q Where, exactly, was Ranbo at this point?

A At this time, Ranbo had controlled fromthe college to

junction which would enter Makeni Town, called Magburaka Road.
That was the junction, Ranmbo had controlled up to Maken

Teachers' Coll ege on the 24th, evening.

Q Did he say to you what had happened during his attack on
Makeni ?
A Vell, he told me that the civilians were noving out of

Makeni and that ECOMOG had withdrawn to the barracks, that
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had withdrawn to the barracks; the whole troops had gone to
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barracks, both ECOMOG and CDF

Q There's something -- there's something a bit uncl ear

Are you saying that ECOMOG and CDF had withdrawn fromthe
barracks or to the barracks?

A Wel |, ECOMOG had a checkpoi nt, where there was an ECOMOG
depl oynent, to enter Makeni from Magburaka, that is at the

college. And when they were attacked there, Ranbo told ne

they all -- they have all gone to the barracks. He said they
withdrew to the barracks.

Q Was there any other report by Ranbo about the situation

Makeni, at that stage?

A Wl |, Ranbo never -- he only told ne about the situation

t he ECOMOG when they went to re-org thenselves at the

Because he, hinself, had not controlled the whole town yet, so

coul d not give nme details about the town; he could only give



16 the part of where he had captured, which was, if you know

Makeni ,

17 fromthat junction to the barracks, on the road to Magburaka

18 it's a very short --

19 Q VWhat happened t hen?

11:27: 09 20 A So, in the norning, on the 25th, | left from Kono, when

I

21 made sone stops 'till | arrived in Makeni in the afternoon

22 Around 4.00 or around 4.30, when | arrived in Makeni. At that

23 time --

24 Q Go on, sorry.

11:27:32 25 A | said, at that tine, they had just captured Teko

Bar r acks

26 when | reached Makeni

27 Q Who did you reach Makeni with; who did you travel with?

28 A Well, it was | and ny bodyguards, in a pick-up van

29 Q Had you heard any comuni cati on between Bockarie and
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1 Superman, either -- what, at any stage?

2 A Well, | had told you that it was Bockarie who told ne
t hat

3 he had given instruction to Superman. When | spoke to
Bockari e

4 on the 24th in the evening, that was the tine | heard about
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Q D d you hear any communication, or did your radio

nmoni tor any comuni cati on between Bockarie and Supernman, at

tinme, around these dates?

A Wel |, ny operator never nonitored the conversation. But

was Bockarie hinself who told me that he had given instruction

Superman, but the operator did not tell me that he nonitored

conversation between Bockarie and Superman. No.

Q Just dealing with what you may have heard since then

you ever find out nore details about the nature of the
conmuni cati on between Bockarie and Supernman, around this time?

A Well, | knew that from August, Septenber to Decenber,

had been no comuni cati on between Bockarie and Superman. |t

this Makeni attack that caused Bockarie to start talking to
Super man agai n.

Q Do you know, or did you find out since these events,

it was Supernman was when Bockarie and himfirst comunicated?
A Wel |, Bockarie told nme that Superman and ot hers had
attacked, but were unable to take the barracks, so they had

wi t hdrawn; they were around Makeni. He said, so that was why

had instructed himto join Ranbo so that they would be able to

capture Makeni. But he never told ne this particular town.

was when | arrived at Makeni, that | knewit.
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Q Ckay. Well, let's go then to Makeni. Wat happened

you arrived at Makeni; what do you find?
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A When | reached Makeni, | met -- they had just captured
Barracks. So | drove to the barracks. | too drove to the

barracks there for us to be able to get control of the

ammuni ti on, arns and nedici ne and food that was in the

Q Well, who do you neet in Makeni? Do you speak to anyone

Makeni before going to Teko Barracks?
A Yes. | met Kallon in the college, and we all drove to

Teko. He said -- he too confirmed to nme that they had

Teko, so we all drove there; the two of us went there. W net
Ranbo at Teko and we net Superman there.

Q Right. Wat was the situation, in Mikeni, when you
arrived? What was the state of Makeni?

A Well, after | had cone out of the barracks, | drove to

Makeni. And then, during this time, the civilian popul ation

| eft the town; they had gone to the surrounding vill ages.
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Q And what was the situation, in Makeni? Aside fromthe

it was enpty of civilians, what was -- what did you observe?
A Well, | observed that we had net with a group whose
attitude were conpletely different fromus com ng from Kono,

because | saw sone shops open. Sone things were scattered in

street, especially at Rogbane Road, where you have the park.

Q Where you have the?

A Where you have the lorry park

Q kay. Let's then deal with who is in Makeni when you
arrive.

A At that time, when | arrive at Mkeni, you had a group

came from Kono. You had the STF --

Q I want you to describe what you see. What do you see

you arrive in Makeni? Which groups are there? Tell us what

SCSL - TRI AL CHAMBER |

SESAY ET AL

18 MAY 2007 ( AMENDED) OPEN SESSI ON

see.

A Well, | have told you that | net the civilians; they had
moved out of Makeni. | nmet arnmed and unarned nen in the town,
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ally because the group that canme from Koi nadugu

it was three tines, the group that we came with from Makeni .

the group from Koi nadugu was the |argest group now.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: M Jordash, he can save the rest until

conme back after the break. W'I| take a short break now.

[Break taken at 11.37 a.m]

[ RUF18MAYO7B- SM

[Upon resuning at 11.55 a.m]
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Let us continue, counsel.

MR JORDASH: Certainly.

Q The Ranbo group which had entered Makeni was sonet hi ng,
fromwhat you' ve told us, less than 250; is that correct?

A Yes. | said the nen who left from Kono were 250 arned
But before they reached Makeni, it was not up to that figure

because we captured and we did sone depl oynents. And when the

group

arrived at Magburaka, one group went towards Mle 91

and they sent other men on the road towards Bunbuna while

headed the other group to Makeni.

JUDGE | TOE: How many went to Makeni? That's the

How many went to Makeni ?

THE WTNESS: M Lord, about this tinme, it was about two

pl at oons; about 120 men arrived in Makeni with Ranbo, Boston

Fl ono.

Q

MR JORDASH:

And you said before the break that when you arrived in
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Makeni the group from Koi nadugu was about three tinmes as
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VWhat were these nmen --

A Yes, that was what | said.

Q Where were these nmen when you arrived in Makeni ?

A These nen were all over Makeni Town.

Q And when you arrived in Makeni did you observe what they

were doing, if anything?

A Yes. This group from Koi nadugu, they were | ooting

especially around the park, around the lorry park at Rogbane
Road.

Q Vell, was this going on when you arrived or had it
happened? What is the situation?

A Thi s had been going on before | arrived, so when

| said no. | told Superman that we shoul d not encourage these
type of things.

Q Let's take it one step at a tine. So you go with Kallon

Teko Barracks; what happened when you arrived at Teko
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A Well, we nmet. Superman had been taking ammunitions on

own, according to what Ranbo told ne. He said, "Colonel, I

been trying to pack the ammnitions we have captured, but

Superman had taken a lot in his own car and he's gone to

Q He's gone to which town?

A He had gone to Makeni Town, because the barracks is out
t he town.

Q So when you arrived at Teko Barracks, who do you neet?
A I nmet Ranbo there, and | net Col onel Tee, who is now a
major in the arny. He was an AFRC man. | net themall at the
barracks.

Q And how many nen -- how many fighters were there?

A Vll, this tine | will not be able to tell you. During
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that time | was not able to know the figure that came from

Koi nadugu, but all | knowis they were nore than us. They

in the town and in the barracks.
Q Now, how long did you stay at the barracks?

A Well, | just told Ranbo that he has done well. All the
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ammuni ti on that he knows are useful, let himpack them then

about -- about an hour | was in the barracks, and then we

to the town.

Q And where were the -- where were the nen who had been

Ranbo's command? | know you've just said there was nen at the
barracks; were there any el sewhere?

A Well, it's only the fewthat | net at Makeni Teachers
Col l ege, but the rest were in the barracks with Ranbo.

Q So, what did you do when you -- when you went to the

A VWll, | told Superman that this is a big towm. Since we
have all cone --

Q Let us take it step by step. You were going to the

You drove to the town. What did you do when you arrived at

town? Let's take it step by step

A Thank you. This was in the evening hours on the 25th.

drove, | and Kallon drove fromthe barracks. W drove to Teko

Road. As we reached the paranmount chief's conmpound, then we

somebody who was trying to escape froma vehicle, but |

him because | was driving opposite the paranount chief's

compound, so | stopped.

Q Wio was this person trying to escape froma vehicle?
A Well, this person, | later discovered that he was a

civilian, and he was called Sakito.

Q Vel |, what happened with Sakito?
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A VWll, | stopped and talked to him | said, let them

him And then they called himout of the house, and he cane

of the house, and | asked hi mwhy was he hiding fromus? He

us that, "We have just seen a lot of armed men. | ama
so | just had to hide." And | said, "No." | said, "No. You
don't need to hide." | said, "Are you alone here in this

| asked him He said "No." He said his wife is at the back

Then | said, "Call her." And he went to the back and then

his wi fe whose name was Mariama. So the wife too cane. W

greeted, and | said, "Don't be afraid to talk to us. You are

people." And then the wonan said, she said we have -- we have

cause to fear because of the gunshots that we were hearing.

we were to be afraid.
Q What happened t hen?
A Then, | asked, "Where are the other people who are your

nei ghbours?" She said a lot of them had gone to the



was
sai d,
Sakito

12: 03: 39

out,

want

to

12: 04: 08

on

Page 43

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

vill ages, but the Pa, who had the next building, said the Pa
in his house. He said he was called Pa Conteh. And then |
"WIIl you go and call her so that | will greet hinP" Then
went. He knocked at the door. Pa Conteh opened and he cane
and Pa Conteh al so spoke to us. So | asked Pa Conteh: "If |

the civilians to cone to town," | said, "How would you assi st

us?" And he said, "Well, a lot of the people of Mkeni have -
have gone to Yele Sanda, so if you go to Yele Sanda and tal k

t hemt' --

Q Can you spell Yele Sanda, please?
A Y-E-L-E, Yele, SSA-NDA

Q Wi ch is where?
A

That was just two miles out of Makeni on the road to --
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the road to Kamakwi e.
Q Before we continue the story, we have anot her Conteh.

There seens to be a | ot of Contehs in Bonbali.
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A Yes, yes. This was a popular surnane in the Bonbali and
Tonkolili districts.

Q Right. Go on.

A So | spoke to Pa Conteh, and then Pa Conteh said: "In
fact, one man is in ny house who is ny wife's relative. Let
call himand let you talk to himso that you can talk to him
too." Then Pa Conteh called this man who was called M Al so.
M dd Soul too canme, and the civilians becane four, | and
spoke to them W said: "I want" -- "W want you to spread

message to your people, so that they would conme back to the

town.'

And then M O d Soul said, "Mst of the people are

Mena Hills. Some of themare behind to the hills at

He said, "But" --

Q

A
Q
A

Makeni

Mena Hil | s?
M E-N-A, vyes.
Wiere is that in relation to Makeni ?

Well, it is part of Makeni Town, because the reservation

Town by the police station, behind the hill, that hil

there is called the Mena Hills. It was behind the hills that

peopl e have gone. The civilians. And sone of themwere

the hills at Waterworks, according to what M AOd Soul told

Q

Does A d Soul have anot her name?

Well, this was what | knew. | didn't know any ot her



27 Q kay. Go on.
28 A So Sakito said, if you go to Yele Sanda and talk to the

29 peopl e there, that information will spread. And then | said,
"1 f
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1 you al so would help us to tell your people behind those hills
to
2 cone back to town." Then Pa Conteh said, "I aman old person
and
3 | ama native of Makeni, but the way you have spoken to us you
4 have gi ven us sone words of courage, so we would" -- "we would
12:07:15 5 now stay in our houses."
6 | and Kall on drove around the town wherein the town was
7 enpty. People, civilians were not there. There were only
ar ned
8 men. But, in fact, many, 90 per cent of the houses were not
9 broken into. They did not forcefully break into people's
houses
12: 07: 34 10 inthe first two days. Although they opened some shops around

11 the park before |I arrived in Mkeni

12 Q Did you investigate into these offences?
13 A Yes. | later on knew that these people coming from
14 Koi nadugu carried out this thing. Because they canme in from

t he
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of

mai n road from Bi nkol o; they entered Makeni fromthe Kabal a

t hr ough Rogbane Road, and they joined with Ranbo and ot hers

they attacked the barracks.
Q And how did you find out it was thenf
A Well, they had a group with Supernman. Sone of these nen

were coming from Kail ahun, they too told nme. Like, Jackson,

of Pa Sankoh's bodyguards, he said it.
Q Well, how did he know?

A Well, he cane with them He was there with Supernan.

were all together with Superman.
Q Now, after you'd had this conversation with dd Soul and
Sakit o, what happened then?

A Wl |, the day was al nost finishing. Wen | have tal ked

them we drove to Makeni Town and we cane back to the college

there we slept for that night.
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Well, what were your nen doing during this tine?

VWl l, during that tinme, Rambo had di scovered a house out
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Makeni towards Magburaka Road where he liked. | think they

it was a governnent building, when he was transporting the

amuni tion fromthe barracks, the nen from Kono woul d pack

he woul d transport themand store themin this house, out of
Makeni, on the road to Magburaka.
Q But what are the other nen doing?

A Well, they were in the barracks, sone were in the

because the fight had al ready ended.
Q And what was happening in Makeni, at this tinme?

A Well, during this time, men were just shooting in the

and the town was enpty; civilians were not there. There were

only the armed men that had captured the town and the groups

t he Koi nadugu axis, they were all in the town during that

Q Wel |, can you nane sone of those fromthe Koi nadugu axis

who were there?

A Yes, | will try, especially the commandants.
Q Conmandant s or comanders?
A Conmanders. | said commanders. Commanders, those are

training. These are comuanders.
Q Go on.

A You had Superman, he and his RUF group. He had

you had Babe; you had Nyaa; you had Rocky CO he had titles;

had M| oskie Kallon; you had Jackson. There were many.

Q Who were these nmen reporting to?
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27 A They were reporting to Supernan.
28 Q Now, what did you next do?

29 A | said, when | left the barracks, when | had spoken to
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1 these people, | drove into the town, on the 25th in the
2 and | net with Superman at Rogbane Road.
3 Q Bri gadi er Mani, do you know where he was at this tinme?
4 A Yes, but | want to conplete the question you asked ne.
5 want to conplete the question you asked ne.
6 Q Sorry, sorry. Go ahead.
7 A | said, | net Superman at Rogbane Road and he stopped
8 vehicle. | also stopped and we greeted.
9 Q VWhat date was this?

10 A Cone agai n?
11 Q What date?
A

12 This was on the 25th, evening, 25th of Decenber '98 in

13 evening -- '98, around 5.00 to 6.00.

14 Q Go on.
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A | said, | and Superman greeted each other. Then

said, "Your brother," -- "Your comrander gave ne the
that | should join Ranbo and others." He said, "So we have
captured the barracks." And then | said, "Wll," | said, "He

told ne al so, he, Mysquito, told ne that he had given you

instruction to join up with the operation.” So, | said, "Let

try very hard to put the nmen under control, let us not allow

to just break into people's houses because here we have cone

stay. It is good that we control the nen." And then he said,

"Yes, that is true."

Well, control our nmen. Wre your nen out of control?
well, fromwhat | had seen, yes, | knew that the nen
not under control. Especially the group from Koi nadugu. So

was why | told himto try very hard to control the nmen. Let

men be under control, because | have seen shops opened. And
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the group that canme from Kono, for exanple, when they captured

Magbur aka, they never opened anybody's house. They never

into any shop. So if | have seen that in Makeni, | know that

was the nen from Koi nadugu t hat have started these acts and

was why | told Supernan.
Q Vell, let's be -- | don't know if there is a difficulty

with translation or what, but this is inportant. There is

anbiguity in the answer. Wen | asked whether your men were
under control, you suggested, at one point, that sone of them

were not. And then you went on to answer that your men were

in control -- under control. | don't know whether it's your

answer or the translation. Can you clarify the situation.

your men conmmitting of fences or not?
A I think -- | amsorry to say, maybe, it's the
interpretation. But what | said, what |'mtalking about is

sonmet hing | have cl ear understanding about. | said, the nen

we |led fromKono, to come to Makeni, they were not conmitting

crinmes. And even Magburaka, when they captured Magburaka,

never opened anybody's house, they never broke into any shop

if I have seen that in Makeni, that was why | told Supernman

the men that he canme with from Koi nadugu, to please put them

under control. Because now that we are here in Makeni, we

not come to retreat, we have cone here to stay. So it is good
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for us to control the men so that they will not hurt the
civilians.

Q So you say that Superman agreed with you; what happened
after that?

A He answered. He said, "Yes, what you said is true," but

did not take ny advice.
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Q How do you know he didn't take your advice?
vell, I -- well, I --

THE | NTERPRETER: My Lord, |let the witness cone again.

is going too fast.

MR JORDASH:
Q Sl ow down and repeat your |ast answer, please.
| said, | never saw anywhere he disciplined any fighter

among the group that came from Koi nadugu District. And to

that he did not accept what | had suggested to him because
even caught sone of his men who were |ooting and | disciplined
t hem

Q Vell, let's try and deal with this in chronology. After
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you had spoken -- we'll cone to the discipline when we cone to

in time, okay. After speaking to Superman, what did you do?

A Well, when | spoke to him he drove off and | al so

He went to the place which he had taken at Station Road.
Q What did you do?

A Then, | drove towards the edge of the town on the road

Kabala, and | left there. | cane through Lunsar Road and

back to the coll ege where | slept.

Q And what was the point of that?
A Vell, | just wanted to see Makeni Town, because
seeing sone civilians. | also continued driving, maybe |

see ot her people, but | never saw other people. And

to drive in order that if | net soldiers breaking into a

will stop them and then | will tell themthat where we are,

have to behave ourselves here. That was the reason why

around the town.

Q So what happened then?
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A | told you, | came to the college and | slept there.

Q And what happened t hen?

A Wl |, the next day, in the norning, Ranbo -- he slept in
the barracks, he and his nmen. | went there; we had parade; |
spoke to the nmen, those from Makeni. | told themthat the

di scipline that they had naintai ned from Kono to Kono, | am

urging themstill to maintain that discipline, because now we
telling the civilians to conme back to their various houses.
anybody, if | have a conplaint froma civilian, then | wll

to deal with that person.

Q So what happened then?

A Vell, fromthat, | told Kallon that where M Sakito had
told us that a lot of civilians were, let us drive to that

village, Yele Sanda, and let's talk to the people there. So

drove to Yel e Sanda.

Q What date was this?

A That was on the 26th, in the norning, Decenber '98.
Q What did you do when you arrived there?
A

Wl l, when | reached there, the first thing -- first, |

a lot of civilians behind the houses, under the orange trees,
mango trees. | saw bundles. | saw sponge mattresses |ying on
t he ground.

Q What happened there?

A So when we went, we stopped, and the civilians were
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to go behind the house. And then | spoke to themin Temme. |

said, "No, don't run. Let themcone, let ne talk to them
the people started com ng. They gathered before the street

I had parked the vehicle. They cane a lot -- a lot of them

And | told themthat they should go back to Makeni. | said
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nothing will be wong with them Let them go back to Mkeni.
Q What happened t hen?

A Fromthen, fromthe tinme | had spoken to them before |
left, people started returning to Makeni. And so | and Kall on

cane back to Makeni. And | told themthat when they had

on the 26th, on the 27th, we will have to call a neeting at

Town Hall so that -- |let people go and hear what we have to

Q Do you know or can you estinmate how nany -- about how

peopl e cane back into Makeni, after your neeting?

A Well, on that very day not everybody cane, but the

on the 27th at around 11.00 a.m at the town hall, there were



12
13

14
Soul

12:22: 47 15

16
to

17
18
19
12: 23: 14 20
21

22
nysel f

23
24

have
12: 23: 45 25

26
t he

27
28

29

Page 51

about 75 civilians there.
Q How di d you announce -- or was the neeting announced?

A Well, |1 had spoken to M Sakito, Pa Conteh, and M A d

on the 25th in the evening. They thensel ves went and spoke to

the people behind the hills to say that the commanders want ed

speak to the people and that was why 75 people were able to

attend that nmeeting on the 27th at 11.00, Decenber '98.

Q D d you speak at the neeting?

A Yes, | spoke.

Q Can you descri be what happened at the neeting?

A Well, the civilians came. Fromthere, | introduced

as Col onel Issa and the battlefield commander for the RUF, and

said: So |l will want to assure the people that -- that we

not come to Makeni to fight against them we have come here to

fight ECOMOG and the CDF. And it was in that neeting | told

civilians that anybody who is a Cvil Defence Force, let them
pass the nessage around, let themall report at the police

station on the 28th at 12 noon. And all the policenen that
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in Makeni, let them al so assenble at the police station on the
28th at 12 noon.
Q And what was the purpose of that?

A Well, that would -- to enable nme to know the policenen

were in Makeni, that is one; and two, the civil defence that

in Makeni, so that we were able to get themfrom anong the
civilians.

Q What was the purpose of that, of getting the CDF out of

civilians?

A Vell, if the civilians cone to know that these people

requested for the CDF and they turn up, we don't do anything

the CDF, then the civilians woul d have confi dence that these

peopl e have not cone here to harm us.

Q So what happened -- did anything el se happen at the
meet i ng?

A Yes. | told the civilians that do, | am beggi ng you,
your people let themnot be -- let themnot be in the bushes

suffer themsel ves because they are | eaving their houses in

and they have gone to the various villages and bushes, |et

come to towmn. | will do ny best to protect them And if any

fighter goes into their houses and disturbs them | said that
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Issa, | amopen to receive conplaints at any tine, even if it

at night. Let themnot be afraid to go where | was. Let them

conpl ai n.
Q Was there a town crier in the canp?
A Yes. It was fromthat neeting that they showed ne one,

M Jall oh, whomthey said was the town crier. And it was in

neeting | told M Jalloh that after here, he should announce

peopl e shoul d conme back to Makeni. He should announce t hat
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CDF assenble at the police station the next day, the 28th, and

that was the same for the police.
Q And where was Brigadier Mani at this point?

A Wl |, Brigadier Mani was at the back in the meantine.

came around the 29th to the 30th of Decenber. That was the

he arrived in Makeni. But it was only his troops that cane

Super man, General Bropl eh, because the conmmander who canme with

Super man, who was Brigadier Mani's deputy at that tinme was
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Col onel T.

Q VWhat was -- from what you've described there was these

armed groups in Makeni not under your control ?

announci ng --

So you are

THE | NTERPRETER: My Lord, let the | awer ask again; the
question was not too clear.

MR JORDASH:
Q There is these arned groups under the control of others

Makeni, from what you've told us.

nmeeting, reassuring the population that they wll

was your intention?

A Well, ny intention, |

be safe.

And yet you're announci ng

had started tal king to Supernan, |

was to continue talking to the other comanders who canme with

men from Koi nadugu, so that

under control, so they wll

we woul d be able to put the

not do things that will harmthe

civilians or disturb the peace of the civilians.

Q Wel |, what happened the next day?

A Wl l, the next day civilians started com ng back to the

town. Some had their bundles, and they went to various

and various houses. So around 11.30, | also drove to the -- |

drove to the police station where | nmet the CDF comi ng,
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continued conmng until 12.00, and the police also had al ready

gathered there. | net 87 policenen. Anong those nmen there

-- anong those 87 there were two wonen. And one of the wonen

there was one of the station -- is one of the station

at Masingbi now, currently. And so | went to the policenman
first, and they fell in. | spoke to them | told themthat I

know they are working with the governnment of the day, so

if Tejan Kabbah is not president the next man who is com ng as
president, the police will work with him | said so they were

not targets to ne, and | don't have anything agai nst them

said: W don't have npney to pay them and we don't have rice

give themand | woul d advi se them that anyone who can find his
way to go to Freetown, where the governnent is, for himto be
able to receive salary; let himgo ahead.

Q Anyt hi ng el se?

A Yes, and then | said: You see, they had been giving you

guns. But when we are ready, you are wonen; you cannot stand

and you are not able to do anything. | just shared that fun

themand | asked themto fall out. And some of them actually

| eft Makeni, sone stayed in Makeni up to the Lone tine.
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Q Wel |, sone stayed in Makeni and sone went to Freetown;

any go anywhere el se?

A Yes. Because, like, this woman who is a station

in Masingbi, throughout she stayed at Makeni. Fromthe 28th,

knew her as policewoman but nobody disturbed them Even sone

ot her police were in Magburaka. In '98, from Decenber '98 up

'99, after the Lonme, sone of themcame to Freetown. Like now,
even the OC traffic in Magburaka, |brahim he was in Magburaka

from Decenber right through. Mansaray and others. Wen | had

SCSL - TRI AL CHAMBER |

SESAY ET AL

18 MAY 2007 ( AMENDED) OPEN SESSI ON

spoken to the police | went to the CDF. For the CDF, their
conmander was Nel son Bangura who is now a policeman. | also

spoke to them | said: you, are civilians, whomthe

had told to take up arns against us but, as far as | know, and

now t hat you have surrendered yourself to us, as fromtoday,

are our brothers. W have nothing against you. But again |

to informnmy comuander about you peopl e.
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Q Al right. Let ne stop you there at the nonent. Have

finished that?

A I have not yet finished.

Q Pl ease conti nue.

A Then | told the commander, when | had spoken to the nen,
said do -- | said | would Iike your nmen, every day you, the

shoul d cone and assenble here. You, the commander, wll be

to know that your men were intact. Every norning they would

back to their various homes. | said: So that is what you

do until you hear fromme. And they said yes
Q Now, | just want to pick up on some -- one or two

Prosecution allegations. | think we can avoid going into

session. You recall a witness who clained that Superman had a

man cal |l ed Bl ood carrying a comuni cation set, or a man who

with a conmuni cation set who was cal | ed Bl ood.

A Vell, | did not know him The operators that | knew for

about Superman, he was -- their names were not Blood. As you

yoursel ves had heard from one of the Prosecution w tnesses,

was with Superman during this time, he knew that -- he did not

say that one of the operators that was with Superman were

Bl ood. | don't know whether | will be specific about what

said a monment ago. 361, he was with Superman during this
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and he did not tell this Court that there was an operator that
was cal | ed Bl ood.
Q Thank you.

JUDGE BQUTET: M Jordash, isn't this kind of response

somewhat argunentative? And | amconcerned that this is

outside the real mof his evidence. | nean, you nay say he was
not or he was. It is for you, not for the witness, to raise
these kind of arguments; if witnesses for the Prosecution have

said, or didn't say, or they may lie or may not. And you ask

question, he should answer the question, but to carry on, | am

bit concerned that it is somewhat beyond what the w tness

be answering in that it becones argunentative. | say this on

| ast response, where he said, this w tness, whatever nunber,

the Prosecution has stated this. | mean, yes, the record

for itself in this respect, and you will certainly argue that

due course. But whether the witness should go to that extent,
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am sonewhat concerned. So | amjust posing the question to

MR JORDASH: | understand Your Honour's concern. On the
ot her hand, M Sesay has sat for over two years whil st a huge

nunber of allegations have been made agai nst himby w tnesses

have all eged the worst possible crimes against him And to a
degree, | would invite Your Honours to give hima degree of

|atitude in defending hinself fromsuch allegations. This is

JUDGE BOUTET: M Sesay, please, please
THE WTNESS: Yes, My Lord, would you allow nme to say
sonet hi ng?

JUDGE BOQUTET: You will, in due course. | amjust

to M Jordash at this nmonent. You will be given the tine to

speak, if need be.
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I think, M Jordash, we're trying to be giving this
|atitude. But we've been sitting here too for over two years,

and we've heard the evidence. Now, |, as | say, a lot of it
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for you to do that. Now, |'m-- what I'mraising sinply is

far and how much do we go into this argunentative aspect of --
which is not what the witness should be testifying about. And
that's the question | pose to you.

MR JORDASH. Wl --

JUDGE BOUTET: And you know what |'m sayi ng.

MR JORDASH: | --

JUDGE BQUTET: You asked a question, the witness is

you the answer. And fromthere he nmoves to say: Well,

so-and-so and nunber 3 of the Prosecution has also stated this

and so on. Well, that was not your question. That's really

concern. How far and how nmuch of that are we to entertain and

for how long? Bearing in mnd that we too have been sitting

and have |listened to this evidence, and this is our function,

make a determ nation in due course.

MR JORDASH: Well, as | noted, | understand Your

concern, but on the other hand, if | was sat in M Sesay's

position, | would Iike the opportunity to do what | can to

the case against me. And | understand, of course, that's

reason, but | would respectfully subnit that it has been

reason. And | think it's perfectly natural for sonebody who
protests their innocence, when accused with such crines, to do

what they can to defend thenselves and to point out the
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i nconsi stencies in the Prosecution case. But | understand

Your Honour is getting at, that thereis alimt to this

|atitude, and | understand that. And | amsure M Sesay can
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what Your Honour has said, and | think he will understand that

there is alimt to what he's doing, but | certainly find it

assi stance in being rem nded of the inconsistencies in the

Prosecution case; and | would hope that M Sesay's

are of assi stance.

JUDGE BOUTET: As you know, we've been patient, and

tried to linit his evidence, as such. But | amgetting

that after a while and, to an extent, it becones argunentative

and it is now as such. And accepting that he is the accused,

he's entitled to and should be allowed nmuch | atitude. But

argunents are not in the nmouth of the witness, this is for you

put forward, argunents, if you want to do that. But we have
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patient in this respect. |'mjust drawing your attention to

this; how far and how nmuch are we to listen to this? Bearing

mnd that, as | say, we too have heard the evidence; we too

been listening to that for over two years. So, thank you
M Jordash. M Sesay, you intended to say sonething? |'m
hearing and listening to what you are saying.

THE WTNESS: M Lord, with all due respect, sir, this

my life. And you find ne guilty of anything here, 1'Il have

face punishnent. And | believe that this wi tness, whom Wayne

aski ng me about, who came and testified here, he was not part

the conmuni cation system Now, |ook at the radi o operator who
was with Superman, what he had said in this Court. M Lord,
because these are direct allegations against ne, so | believe

that, you see, | amjust trying to explain so that you wll

where the facts are.
JUDGE BQUTET: Thank you, M Sesay.

THE WTNESS: That is all that | wanted to say.
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JUDGE BOUTET: M Jordash.

MR JORDASH: Thank you, Your Honour.

Q You heard the | earned Judge, M Sesay, so just bear in

the comment. Okay? And nake sure that we try to stick to the

facts.
A kay.
Q Now, were there any other units --

JUDGE I TOE: But let ne say this, M Jordash, that he
shoul d not feel inhibited to testify, you know, where he feels

that it isin his -- in the interests of his defence. If he

goi ng beyond -- if he is crossing the red line, well, his
attention will be drawn to it at any one tine. He should not
feel inhibited to present his case as forcefully as he can
within, of course, the limt which we all know

MR JORDASH. Yes, Your Honour. Thank you.
A Yes, but -- yes, | want --

Q Do you want me to ask you a question, or do you want to

somet hing? Let me ask you a question. Let's deal with sone
facts: Wre there any unit commanders under your control in
Makeni at this tinme?

A Yes, Ranbo was there, the group that canme from Kono.
But the unit, it was late in Decenber to early January when |

said the MP and the other units should nove from Kono to cone

Makeni .
Q How di d that happen?
A VWll, | had seen that Makeni fromthe 28th, 29th that it



27 was necessary so that the MPs in Kono would come -- cone down

to
28 Kono so that there would be control, especially with the nmen
t hat
29 had conme from Koi nadugu, so that they would be able to have
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1 peopl e that would stop them concerning the harassnent; that
t hey
2 had been harassing the civilians.
3 Q So how was it organi sed that they cane?
4 A Well, | told Ranbo, | said: Ranmbo, call for the M
12:44:07 5 commander, the MP commander from Kono, the | DU commander from
6 Kono, the conbat medi c commander who was in Kono, the S4, and
the
7 G5.
8 Q D d you speak to Bockarie?
9 A Yes, | talked to Bockarie when | arrived at Makeni
12:44: 35 10 Q Well, did you speak to Bockarie around this tinme?
11 A Well, | told Bockarie, | said the nen we had got Makeni
we
12 had captured amunition in the barracks, nedicines, but the
13 problemthat was in Makeni, the group from Koi nadugu, their

14 commanders, | was not able to control them So this was the



12:45: 00 15 probl em

16 Q Wel |, what was Bockarie's response to that?

17 A Wel |, Bockarie just said that | was to try my |evel best
S0

18 that | would be able to protect Makeni and the people, but he

19 hi nsel f was not able to instruct Superman -- | nean, he was
not

12:45: 20 20 able to instruct Brigadier Mani or General Bropleh to take
orders

21 from ne.
22 Q Well, was it your suggestion, or whose suggestion was it
to
23 get people from Kono; to get the I1DU and MPs from Kono?
24 A | said that based on what |'d experienced in Mkeni,
t hat
12:45: 45 25 was why | said that unit conmanders from Kono shoul d cone --
26 shoul d transfer to Makeni.
27 Q Wel |, who gave the order for themto transfer?
28 A I gave the order so that they could come to Makeni .
29 Q When did they cone to Makeni ?
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1 JUDGE I TOE: You gave the orders to those from Kono?
The

2 orders, you gave themto which group?
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THE WTNESS: M Lord, | gave the order to Buster Flono,
who was the brigade commander for the unit -- these unit
conmanders in Kono. So the brigade conmander --

JUDGE | TCE: Thank you.

THE W TNESS: Yes, sir.

MR JORDASH:

When -- who came?

Vel |, Mhanmed Jal |l oh canme, the MP commander, the Gb
comrander .

THE | NTERPRETER: MP commander instead of | DU commander
Correction. Interpreter. Mhaned Jalloh --

MR JORDASH: Mohamed Jal | oh, MP commander; is that

THE W TNESS: Yes, that's correct.

Q So when they arrived, did you have any invol vemrent with
t hen®
A Yes. | had told themto set up offices at the

conmpound, which was the ministry's conmpound.

Q Let's get a full list of who cane. W've got Mhaned
Jal | oh, MP conmander. Who el se?

A Dr G na who was the head of the medic in Kono, Pa Balla

who was the S4;, M JK Bangali, who was the |IDU, Captain JK

Bangali, IDU, and the G5 commander.

Q And did you see themset up the office?

A Yes, they set up the office at the --

Q Sorry.

A I, nyself, had an office at the place where they set up

these offices at the agricultural conpound which was at
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road.

Q And at what date was the office set up and functi oni ng?
A That was the first week in January '99.

Q Was this before 6 January?

A Vell, it was around that tine.

Q D d you see or observe them doing any work fromthe

A Yes, they had been working there. | used to go there.

had an office there.
Q M Sesay, help us out. You were there; what were they
doi ng? Tell us.

A Well, when they set up the office, the MPs, they were

and the over unit heads. They had been working. They would

report cases to the MPs and the MPs would arrest and they

i nvestigate, and they woul d suggest puni shment.

Q Wel |, how were the MPs working? Now, | know puni shnent

i nvestigation and so on, but how were they discovering crines?

A Wll, as | told you, fromthe 27th | had a neeting with



18 civilians, and | told the town cryer and the -- this town
crier

19 who woul d cone to this office, and | told himto announce to
t he

12:50: 25 20 townshi p that any fighter who went to a civilian's house and
did

21 anything, let the civilian cone to the agricultural conpound
t he
22 MPs were there, let themreport. And at the sane tine | had
23 civilians who had been gathering infornmation pertaining to the
24 fighters, and they had been reporting to ne al so.
12: 50: 46 25 Q Now, just, let's be clear about the reporting
structures.
26 When were you involved -- let me start that again. At what
27 stage, if any, did these unit commanders report to you?
28 A Vell, this was a difficult administration in Makeni. |
had
29 an MP group from Kono which was not able to arrest men who
wer e
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1 with Mani. They were not able to arrest nen that were with
2 Br opl eh because Supernan, he had noved with his own nen and
went
3 and based hinself at Lunsar

4 Q Right. Well, let's try and get -- let's deal with the
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nmovenent of Superman to Lunsar in a nonent. But deal with --

this unit, did the MPs, did the IDU, did the G5, did they

to you?

A Yes, they reported to ne.

Q Did they report to anyone el se?

A Vel 1, the group from Kono, who set up this unit, they
been reporting to me, because Mani -- Mani's nmen were not in

MP unit, Bropleh's men were not in the MP unit. So they did

report to them They reported to nme, and it was to me that
Mohared Jal | oh, who was the MP comander, reported to, ne.
Wiere was the overall 1DU --

He was MP conmander.

-- comuander at this time?

The overall DU commander, | left himin Kailahun.

Vll, did the IDU from Makeni report to hin®

> O >» O > O

Yes. He had been reporting to ne up to the tine that

overal | commander cane. Because, on the information that |

I would also report to Bockarie that | was finding it

with these other conmanders who had come from Koi nadugu, how

protect the civilians in Makeni fromthe different fighting
groups that had assenbled in Makeni. So Bockarie said -- he
said, "Well, | will send the overall |IDU comander so that he
will join you in Mkeni," who was Augusti ne Gbao.

Q When did Gohao arrive then?
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A Gohao arrived in Makeni early February 1999.
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Q So | should have made ny question clearer then. Before

the -- before M (ao arrived, was the | DU from Maken

to himin Kail ahun?

A. No. The one was in Makeni -- the one in Makeni was

reporting to me. He had not been reporting to Gao in

Q Same question for the MPs, did they report to the

MP commander ?

A They had been reporting to ne on a daily basis except

he had been preparing nonthly reports for the attention of his

commanders. But, on a daily basis, he had been reporting to

in Makeni .

Q Ri ght. Thank you

MR JORDASH. The next stage of the examination will, |

think alnost certainly, need to be in closed session. So I'd

invite Your Honours to allow ne to make an application

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: And there is nothing,

no short episode



17 you want to cover in five mnutes in open session?

18 MR JORDASH. Yes, | can, actually.
19 Q When does General Bropleh arrive --
12:55:22 20 MR JORDASH: Sorry.

21 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: That's okay.

22 MR JORDASH. |'mjust going to deal with this.

23 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: That's okay. Go ahead then.

24 MR JORDASH:

12:55: 27 25 Q Wien does General Bropleh arrive in Mkeni?

26 A General Bropleh canme with Superman in Makeni, together.

27 Q kay. Wien did Superman go to Lunsar?

28 A Superman went to Lunsar -- Superman went to Lunsar on
t he

29 second week in January ' 99.
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1 Q Vell --

2 A -- because when we had captured Makeni, on the 28th,

3 Superman left to go and attack Kabala. And the attack -- he
was

4 not able to capture Kabala. So on his way back, to come back
to

12:56:24 5 Makeni, he had an accident with his vehicle.
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Q Right. Just stop there. Wy did he go to attack

A Wel |, he and the conmanders from Koi nadugu, they were

ones that nade that preparation to go and attack Kabala. And

too, planned to attack, we from Kono, we attacked Bumbuna

they went and attacked Kabal a. Because we were going with the

idea that we don't want to conme forward and | eave enenmi es at

rear, because ECOMOG was at Kabal a and Bunbuna, together with

CDF and the loyal SLAs -- the SLA troops to the governnent.

during this tine, the SLA had split. W had SLA AFRC and we

the I oyal SLA, which was with the ECOMOG who had been fighting
side by side -- alongside with the ECOMOG

Q So on the way back fromthe attack, you say M --

sorry, had an accident in his vehicle. What happened after

acci dent ?

A Well, he had an accident. He was brought to Makeni, so

nmysel f had information that they had brought Supernan, that he

was unconsci ous; he had an accident. So | and Kall on deci ded

go and see him That was around 7.00 at night. But when we

reached at the conpound at Station Road, where Supernman was,

bodyguards, they went with m xed feelings, and they went and

Superman that Issa and Kallon had come to arrest you
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Q Wwell, let me ask you: Wiy did you go see Supernan?
A Vell, we went -- | went to go and see Superman on
Bockarie's instruction, because Bockarie said that -- when

Bockari e had got the information that Superman had had an

accident, he said, well, this was the tine that he was to be
arrested, so he said, "You are to go there." So that when |
there, Superman had had the information, so he ran -- ran away

and went to Binkol o.
Q You were going to arrest himand do what?
A Well, on Bockarie's instruction, he said | was to arrest

him to take himto Kono. Then, from Kono, we were to take

to Kail ahun, and that if he was not well, he woul d have been
treated in Kail ahun.

Q Vell, let's get this clear. Are you arresting himor

you taking himfor treatnent, or both?
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A Wel |, the purpose was to arrest him Bockarie said

even if he was not well, he said, this was the right tineg;

the man was unconscious, | should have arrested hi mand sent

to Kono and from Kono, he, Bockarie, would have sent sonebody

take him Even if he was not well, he would have conti nued

treatnment in Kail ahun, Buedu.

Q Thank you. And so he went to Binkolo, and what happened
t here?
A Well, when he went to Binkolo, that was the time that

General Bropleh went and nmet nme the follow ng nmorning. He

eh -- he said, ny children. He said, because you are ny

children, because | amthe oldest. | amthe ol dest rebe

And, indeed, Ceneral Bropleh was an old nman. He said we were

children. He said, "You should have unity." He said, "Wy
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you want to arrest Superman?' | said, "Wll, no, | was," --
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only went to synpathise." He said it was a lie. W had got
information that Bockarie told you to arrest him

Q So what happened then? How did Supernman end up in

A So | definitely denied Bropleh | had an intention to

Bropl eh, and he said he was going to bring peace between | and

bet ween nme and Supernan, and he went and spoke to Supernman in

Bi nkol 0. Wen he tal ked to Superman, Superman said the

day he was coming to Makeni. Supernman -- Superman's group

to General Bropleh's house at Turay Street, in Makeni. Then

Bropl eh sent for nme and | went there. Wen | went there,

came and said that we should not have nisgivings anongst
oursel ves and that bygones should be bygones. |f Sam Bockarie
wanted to arrest Superman, |et himcone to Makeni and arrest

Superman. But | et Bockarie not create a problem between | and

bet ween nme and Superman. Supernan said, well, what he had

he and his group were going to base --
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Let him pause a bit. Continue.

THE WTNESS: So Supernman, he said at the house of

Bropl eh that he had decided to go and base at Lunsar with his

group. So Superman |eft Makeni and went to Lunsar with his

men. That was the second week in January 1999.
MR JORDASH. | don't knowif that's --

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes. Approximately for how long will
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MR JORDASH: | think it may last some time. | think it
| ast --
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: The entire afternoon?
MR JORDASH. Yes, because we're coning to January 6.
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PRESI DI NG JUDGE: To nenbers of the public, | would

that you retire fromthe courtroomand don't come back unti

Monday -- sorry, Tuesday, at 9.30 a.m, because we will be

into closed session and it will take sone tinmne. So we'll see

on Tuesday next, at 9:30.

W will, in fact, recess for lunch and resune at 2. 30

and then we'll take your application for closed session.
MR JORDASH:  Yes, Your Honours.
[ Luncheon recess taken at 1.03 p.m]
[ Upon resuming at 2.40 p. m]

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: We are resuning the trial in open

and we'll have the technol ogy adjusted to take us to closed
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sessi on heari ng.

[At this p

oint in the proceedings,

a portion of the

transcript, pages 68 to 106, was extracted and seal ed under

separ ate cover,

EXHI BI TS

Exhi bit No. 200

as the proceeding was heard in a cl osed

[ Wher eupon the hearing adjourned at 4. 33

to be reconvened on Tuesday,

May 2007,

SCSL -

at 9.30 a.m]

TRI AL CHAMBER |

the 22nd day of



W TNESSES FOR THE DEFENCE:

W TNESS: | SSA HASSAN SESAY

EXAM NED BY MR JORDASH



