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[ RUF4AOCTQO7A - CR]
Thur sday, 4 Cct ober 2007
[ The accused present]
[ The witness entered court]
[ Open sessi on]
[ Upon conmencing at 9.42 a.m]
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Learned counsel on both sides, good

nmor ni ng; your |learned | egal advisers and | egal assistants to

various teans, good norning to all of you. | welconme you back

this traditional meeting place after a very |long separation

after a long divorce, that was not consunmated, anyway. But

we are, back here again. You are very wel cone.

I would like to say that we are starting what |

and | think what all of us should consider, a nmarathon

because there is no CDF around the corner, you know, to give

any respite, or any rest at any tinme, so | hope that we are

ready and braced for this eventuality. Certainly we can only

what we humanly can. There are other factors that are beyond
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control that may set in, but we have it on record, at |east,

we are starting a session that is not going to be interrupted
excepting, of course, within the context of the respect of the

cal endar that we have and judicial breaks, of course, as you

well know. So, this said, | think we can comence our
proceedi ngs. But, before we do, | know that you held a status

conference and that a | ot has been said, but | would like to

on one issue that is as core as nost of the w tnesses that

of you intend and the Defence intends to call. It is the

t he nunber of w tnesses which the Defence has indicated it is

going tocall. | won't go into the statistics of it, but I
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somewhere that M Jordash, for M Sesay, intends to call 149
witnesses, and | think | saw sonmething like for M Kallon and
about 55 for M Goao.

I know we are in a judicial process. W are supposed to

respect the rights of the accused and of the Defence. There

no doubt about that; we are here for that, and we shall do

that. But | think when we talk of so many w tnesses, we are

making it look a little unrealistic because | do not think

we all know that it isn't the nunber of w tnesses that you

which really nake your case. At times, experience has shown

this courtroomin other cases that those witnesses, in their

nunbers, sone even cone to confuse your case. You nmay think

you' ve spoken to thembut there is the fright of this room

we all appreciate, and they cone and they destroy your case by
just one piece of evidence or the other
What | nean to say is that it is not the nunber of

witnesses that you call that matters, really, it is the

of witnesses that you call, and what they are conming to tel
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So let us concentrate on the quality of the w tnesses which

are going to call. You are the best judges of what w tnesses
call in your cases. W concede that to you, but, please
that you don't -- your witnesses don't get too repetitive or

they are getting boring and even not necessary because they

not testifying on the core issues for which your clients are
indicted. So, this said, | note with satisfaction, of course,

that the Defence teans have promised to nake an effort to

the nunbers of witnesses, and | think with this assurance we

reassured that we would be able to get through these

as expeditiously as possible, because we don't want to spend
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much tinme here any nore, particularly now that we have not hi ng
that obstructs us to nove on with this RUF case.

So, | thank you, and | count very nuch on your
understanding in the proceedings. W should not, in the

proceedi ngs obj ect, because we want to object. Let us be

or let us be interrupted very minimally and when it is really

legally necessary. It is the turn for the wi tnesses to give

their version of their story for the accused persons.
I think that | amat the end of the prelimnary renarks

that | had to make. M Jordash, | think you nay proceed,

you have sone prelimnary issues that you wish to raise? But

see your witness is already in front of us.

MR JORDASH: Ms Ashraph will be taking the first

But may | just raise two very quick matters before we start.

first is to introduce M Kevin Hussey, who sits behind ne, who

our | egal assistant.
Secondl y, as regards Your Honour's comments and our
determination to reduce the --

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: How do you spell M Kevin Hussey's
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Kevin, is it GA-V-I-N, |like we have it in Caneroon or K-E-V-

MR JORDASH: The latter, Your Honour

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Good, okay. M Kevin?

MR JORDASH: Hussey, H U S-S-E-Y.

Secondl y, concerning our determnation to reduce the
witness list, and | link this to the motion which is before
Your Honours concerning additional funds for an additiona

counsel, the difficulty we have is having the w tnesses

into Freetown, so we can nake a final assessnment as to their

suitability or the appropriateness of calling themto testify.

SCSL - TRI AL CHAMBER |
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Wth the best will in the world, that can only be done at a

certain pace, given what | consider to be inadequate funding

the job at hand.

Now, we would like to indicate a reduction in the

list as soon as possible, but until we get those w tnesses

Freetown, and this team has the opportunity to see the

then that cannot be done. This is one of the reasons to have

additional counsel. This is why we wanted and this is the
difficulty we have if we don't have it.

I can indicate at this stage today that we were forced

serve additional information on the Prosecution this norning

regards this witness. This is not ideal, it is not what we

like, but the teamthat we have is at full capacity. Wen I

finish court today, | will be heading to the wi tness house to
proof witnesses for tonorrow. And with, like | say, with the
best will in the world, that can only be done at a certain

with the nunber of people we have in our team And so we will

our best within the resources we have, and | woul d
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ask Your Honours to consider the notion and to arrive at a

deci sion as soon as is practicable, so that if Your Honours

with us on that, we can obtain the additional help and the

addi tional help will be focused on ensuring that we tighten

case, focus it, and nake it shorter and nobre succinct.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Thank you. But | think, all in all --
yes, Justice Boutet has --

JUDGE BQUTET: | have heard what you' ve said, M

I'"ve taken note of it. However, | can only ask you to nake

that whatever neans you have available to you that we don't

into repetitive evidence which is unnecessary. | say this

SCSL - TRI AL CHAMBER |
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on past experiences where we have had to intervene because
evi dence that was being led, it appeared to the Bench to be
repetitive, and therefore was del aying the proceedi ngs.

So we ask you, because | know you work hard on this, and
you Wi Il prepare your case well, and when you do your fina

deci si on about w tnesses, as such, that you make a very cl ose

proper assessnment of that evidence and | ead evidence that is

absol utely necessary for your case, because unnecessary

are just cunbersone after a while, and it may, as Justice Itoe
has said to you, it may have a negative inpact on the whol e

picture if we get lost into a nunber of issues that are not

ones that you should be dealing with. So | amjust calling

your experience and professionalismin this respect to assi st

Thank you.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Right. Yes, M Camegh.

MR CAMMEGH. Sorry, Your Honour, | have to interrupt at
this point as well.

As you know, there has been a change in the hierarchy,

you like, of the Ghao team | wasn't here for the status
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conference; | chose to remain at hone to attend to very

i ssues, rather than come a week earlier when the Court wasn't
sitting, and | was hoping to introduce to the Court today ny
chosen co-counsel

Before | go into that issue, because an issue has arisen

there, unfortunately, | should say this: That in the

peri od, a nonunmental anount of work has been done. The

messy appearance of the state of our case as it was erstwhile

been conpletely put in order. And | amvery proud to say that

are now in very good shape, indeed. |'ve recruited two --

SCSL - TRI AL CHAMBER |
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extended the contract of one extrenely capable | egal assistant
and recruited another even nore qualified one.

As you know, a very fundanental notion will shortly be
before the Court in relation to the indictment. A lot of work
has been done. | just wanted to assuage you, because it would

natural ly have been one of your forenobst concerns at this

as to how our team had progressed in terns of organisation in

i ntervening nonths, and | am happy to say that things are

good.

Havi ng said that, | was hoping to introduce today ny

co-counsel, Ms Prudence Acirokop, who has been in this room
before. She joined the teaminitially as a | egal assistant |

think in June of 2006 and she has been with the team ever

It was a considered decision based largely on her interaction

with other team nenbers, but mainly on her know edge of the

and the dedication that she has shown.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: She is not in court?
MR CAMMEGH. She is not in court today.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: | see.

MR CAMMEGH. There is a good reason for that, and |I want
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predi cate any comments by saying this: That there is no

between me and the Principal Defender at all. | conpletely
appreci ate the position he's taking.

My under standi ng and belief was that Ms Acirokop

on the five-year rule. |t appears that, technically, however,
she was not called to the Ugandan Bar until 2003, which places
her just outside the minimumrequirenent. |t has been pointed

out to me, and | repeat there is no conflict between nme and

Principal Defender - it is right that he should do so - that
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order for her to qualify for that post, I, as team | eader

to establish exceptional circunmstances. That is sonething

we are working on.
| amgoing to leave it to the Principal Defender to take

the ultimate decision. Your Honours have heard far too nuch

relation to difficulties within the Gbhao team over the | ast

or so, and | amnot going to burden you with any nore of that.
The Principal Defender's word will be the final one on this
i ssue.

The difficulty, of course, that may cone about, and this
technicality, if youlike - and | don't want to minimse the
i nportance by saying that word, technicality, the Principa

Def ender does have an inportant point - but it only cane to

in the last few days. |If M Acirokop is disqualified and
returns to her former post as international investigator
obviously it will be incumbent upon nme, with the assistance of
the Principal Defender to recruit a new counsel. But reality

dictates of course that such recruitnment and subsequent

down of a counsel won't only take a long tine, it would al so

necessitate the diversion of effort, hours, et cetera from



21 experienced nenbers of the teamto ensure that that person is

up

22 to speed.

23 Al 1 can do, Your Honours, is prom se to keep you

24 apprai sed of the position and I will know the outcone within a

25 f ew days.

26 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: About what tinme woul d she have
fulfilled

27 the conditions to be appointed? Is it far fromnowor it is
not

28 too far off fromthis date?
) 29 MR CAMMEGH: Well, it can't be too far off. | amaware
she

SCSL - TRI AL CHAMBER |
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passed her diploma, that is the Bar exam if you like, that we
all take in England sonetine -- | think it was April 2003. |

shouldn't be quoted on that, but | think I"'mright. She

called to the bar, in other words, the cerenonial part of the
qualification didn't take place until sone tine in 2004. O

course, that is the date fromwhich the period runs. | need

investigate that precise tine further. It can't be nore than
say, six nonths away, one woul d have thought. But there are

ot her concerns the Principal Defender has. | have to adhere

any conmments he nmakes and | have to answer them because | am

going to allow any nore confusion, difficulty -- | am not

to say anything else. | think Your Honours know the stress
have been under within this teamover the last three years,
really. | want to avoid as nuch of that as possible.

Wth transparency, | amrelying on the Principa

to work with ne on this issue, and as soon as | know

will report back to you. Utimtely, | wanted Your Honours to

know t hat an enornous anobunt of work has been done. W are in

very good position. Incidentally, when it cones to the
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case, the adage | have been repeating over and over again, not
only to nmy client, but to other nenbers of the team less is
nmore, quality rather than quantity. That is sonmething | can
assure you, without going into details, | will be adhering to
when it comes to our case.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Thank you very much for this

MR CAMVEGH: Thank you.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Thank you. Does M Touray have any
prelimnary issue to raise?

MR TOQURAY: Your Honour, no. | decline the invitation.

SCSL - TRI AL CHAMBER |
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1 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Thank you. | see the Prosecution
Who

2 is appearing for the Prosecution today. | know the
Prosecution

3 is represented, but who is the | ead counsel for this
particul ar

4 Wit ness?

5 MR HARDAWAY: Good norni ng, Your Honour, | am Charles

6 Hardaway. Wth me is M Vincent Wagona and M Regi nal d Fynn

7 M Wagona will be taking the first witness this norning on
behal f

8 of the Prosecution

9 The Prosecution had one issue, but now apparently we
have

10 two, based on the coments of M Jordash. The first issue
deal s

11 with an exhibit that was entered on May 15th of this year

12 Exhibit 199. It was deternmined that it was a two-page
docunent

13 that was adnmitted when, in reality, it should have been six

14 pages. That has been rectified, copies have been handed to
t he

15 Court Managenent officer and | believe he has distributed them
to

16 the appropriate party, or he still has them |If he hasn't

17 distributed themyet, | apol ogi se.

18 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: It has how many additional pages?

19 MR HARDAWAY: It is a total of six pages, Your Honours.
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PRESI DI NG JUDGE: How nmany did we have when it was
t ender ed?
MR HARDAWAY:  Two.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Two. So there are four additiona

that you have furnished?
MR HARDAWAY: That is correct, Your Honour

JUDGE BOUTET: What are these pages so | can follow you

this issue.

MR HARDAWAY: This is the conplete set of the Exhibit

Your Honour, which | believe are minutes of neetings attached.

SCSL - TRI AL CHAMBER |
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The original one, it had ERN nunber 27384 and 27385, and this

docunent, which has been handed to Your Honours, is from 27381

27386; so it is the conplete package.

JUDGE BOUTET: So this package now will include, or does
i ncl ude 384 and 3857

MR HARDAWAY: That is correct, Your Honour

JUDGE BOQUTET: Thank you.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Are those the new pages? | thought

said the original exhibit contained two pages and you are

four nore pages.

MR HARDAWAY: That is correct, Your Honour

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Wi ch woul d nake --

MR HARDAWAY: A total of six.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: So it should start from 3837

MR HARDAWAY: No, Your Honour. The pages that were
submitted were 27384 and 27385. Wat we have submitted has
started from 27381 up to and including 27386

MR CAMMEGH. Is ny learned friend aware that 386 is a
duplicate of 384? | just wonder whether we are all actually
m ssing the | ast page, because the two pages appear to be

i denti cal
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PRESI DI NG JUDGE: That renmark appears to be right.

381 appear to be one and the same docunent.
MR HARDAWAY: | believe you neant 384, Your Honour.
JUDGE BOUTET: Al though 386 --
JUDGE THOWPSON:  And 384 too.
MR HARDAWAY: 384 and 386, | will concur they are
duplicate. At the appropriate break, | can --

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: That is what | was going to say.

SCSL - TRIAL CHAMBER |
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sort out this document and present it when you know it is in

and in order at a later stage --
MR HARDAWAY: Yes, | can do that.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: -- of these proceedi ngs because we are

lost. We will stand the application down until when it cones

later in the day in the course of proceedings. |s that all
right, M Hardaway?

MR HARDAWAY: That is fine, Your Honour

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Good, thank you

MR HARDAWAY: Now, as it relates to the second point,

was brought up by M Jordash, it is correct that the

this nmorning did receive two additional pages of information

concerning this witness who is scheduled to testify today.

Prosecution knows --

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Does that prejudice you? Does the
i nformati on take you back? Are you not in a position to going
on?

MR HARDAWAY:  Your Honours, M Wagona -- | have spoken

M Wagona concerning that, and he says he is capable of going
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I bring up the point sinply to state that while | know t hat

Def ence will endeavour to make sure that such occurrences

very infrequently, if not at all, there may be a tinme when

information is provided on the norning or i mediately before

witness testifies that could inpact the Prosecution's ability

effectively test the evidence. W do not want to adjourn the

case needl essly, or for any other circunstances, unless it is

important. | amjust bringing that to the Court's attention
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: | think we understand where you are

comng from The advice goes to the Defence that these

SCSL - TRI AL CHAMBER |
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-- | amsure M Jordash, like he said, found hinself in a
situation where he could not do otherwise. Odinarily, we are
certain that he will respect the norns of communicating such
additional information to the Prosecution in due tine.

MR HARDAWAY:  Yes, Your Honour

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: So as not to take you by surprise and

as to enable you to tackle the evidence and to visit it
appropriately in cross-examnation
MR HARDAWAY:  Yes, Your Honour. It is just ny way of

putting the Court on notice that if there is a possibility

it does happen again, that it could -- | amnot saying it

but the possibility does exist -- | just wish to put the Court

notice of that.
JUDGE THOWPSON: We have the nmachinery to deal with
situations like that. Wen they do cone up, we know what

appropriate procedures to adopt in terns of settling the

bet ween the parti es.
MR HARDAWAY: Very well, Your Honour, thank you
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: M Jordash, is it Ms Ashraph who is
taking the wi tness? Ckay.

M5 ASHRAPH.  Your Honour, if | can just raise one --
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PRESI DI NG JUDGE: | think your witness wants to drink

wat er.

M5 ASHRAPH. That's fine, Your Honour. | can just clear

one prelimnary issue before | start. Wich is that the

is concerned that the nane of the Joe Bush that he was in

the war not be said allowed in court. The name is in

of the additional information which may be before Your Honour

but is with your legal officer. He is not literate, this
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witness, so it is not possible for himto wite down the name

a piece of paper. | have spoken to the Prosecution, and what

woul d suggest, rather than --

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: But he can give the name, and the nane

witten by sone other person.

M5 ASHRAPH. That is exactly what | was going to

that soneone from WS sat next to himat that tinme, and he

say the name and it could be checked and exhi bit ed.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes, | think so. That is permssible.
M5 ASHRAPH. Thank you, Your Honour.
W TNESS: DI S-074 [ Sworn]
[ Wtness answered through interpreter]
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Ms Ashraph, this will be your fourth
Wi t ness?
M5 ASHRAPH: This is the fourth wtness.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: The fourth witness. Thank you.
EXAM NED BY MS ASHRAPH:
M Wtness. M Wtness, are you hearing nme?
Yes. Yes, |'m hearing you.

Q Before | start asking you questions, | just want to



| et

Kai | ahun

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

you to speak slowy and clearly.
A Ckay, | will do that.

Q If you don't understand what | say, just ask nme -- just

me know and | will repeat the question
A Okay.

Q Qoviously, if you don't know the answer to a question

is perfectly acceptable to say that you do not know.
A Ckay.

Q M Wtness, it is right that you are a native of

SCSL - TRI AL CHAMBER |
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1 District?

2 A Yes.

3 Q Do you know how ol d you are?

4 A Yes.

5 Q How ol d are you, M Wtness?

6 A Forty-five years.

7 Q Are you nmarried?

8 A Yes.

9 Q Do you have any chil dren?

10 A Yes.

11 Q Do you speak any other |anguages other than Mende?
12 A | only speak Mende. | ama Mende.

13 Q Did you go to school, wtness?

14 A I did not go to school.

15 Q What do you do, witness? Wat is your job?

16 A I"'ma farmer.

17 Q Wtness, where were you in 19917

18 A I was in Kailahun District.

19 Q Do you renenber what happened in 19917

20 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: He was not living in the whol e of
21 Kail ahun District. He must have been | ocated sonewhere.
22 M5 ASHRAPH:

23 Q What town were you living, what town or village were you
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29
there

living in 1991, wtness?
A Do you want me to tell you the name of the town?

M5 ASHRAPH. Sorry, | didn't catch that on the

Your Honour, if | could have WS go and wite the name of the
town for him The nane is obviously a concern for him

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: That's okay. |Is the WS here. 1Is
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any representative?
M5 ASHRAPH:
Q Wtness, a nenber of the witnesses services is going to

come to you and if you just let her know the name of the town

were in and she will wite it for you.

A Ckay.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Ms Ashraph, | imagine you are
t hat ?
M5 ASHRAPH: | am Your Honour. That, | believe, wll

Exhi bit 228; is that right? Sorry, Your Honour, it's going to

Exhi bit 231.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: What is the nunber of the exhibit?

MR CEORCE: 231, Your Honour.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: | inmagine there is no objection?
M WAagona?

MR WAGONA:  None, Your Honour.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: The exhibit is admtted confidentially
and marked Exhibit 231. 231; aml right?

MR GEORCE: Yes, Your Honour.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Thank you.

[ Exhibit No. 231 was adnitted]
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M5 ASHRAPH:

Q M Wtness, | just want to reassure you that your

is protected in this Court.
A Ckay.

Q And if there is information that you are concerned

we can follow that procedure of witing it.
A Okay.

Q VWhat is witten down, what you say to the person from
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1 Wtness and Victinms Unit, is only seen by the parties to the
2 Court.

3 A Ckay.

4 Q Ckay. Were you in your village when the war started in
5 19917

6 A I was in ny village.

7 Q And how did the war first nmeet you?

8 A You are asking me how the war -- they cane into the

9 village?

10 Q Who is "they" witness?

11 A I don't know the day.

12 Q That's fine. W is "they" that cane into the village?
13 A The one | knew was Ranbo.

14 Q kay. Where was Ranbo fronf?

15 A They said they cane from Li beri a.

16 Q Do you know what tribe he was fronf

17 A He said he was a G o.

18 Q How many people was he with?

19 A To us, three of us, where we were, three of them cane.
20 Q Three of them And when three of them canme, what

happened?

21 A They came and assenbl ed us in one place.
22 Q Yes. Wat happened after they assenbled you in one

pl ace?



to
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A When t hey assenbl ed us, they spoke to us.

Q And how many of your -- how many peopl e were assenbl ed

besi des you?

A Plenty of us. | cannot even give the nunber.

Q They spoke to you. What did they say to you?

A First thing they told us, that we should not be afraid;
shoul dn't run away. They said they have conme to redeem us and
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free us fromdifficulties

Q To free you fromdifficulties?
A Yes.

Q And then what happened?

A

So they told us that where we were, we were by them

were going to take us fromthat point and take us backwards so
that they can protect us.

Q And why did you need to nove backwards to be protected?
A So that whereas they were advancing, if they neet the

enem es, we won't be hurt.

Q So where were you; where did you go to?
A W went to Baiwala, and ny famly, all of us, ny
JUDGE BOUTET: | amnot sure | understand what the

what it means, going backwards, as such. Does that mean that

physically they were wal ki ng backwards? | nean, | amnot sure

the translation of what the witness is saying.

M5 ASHRAPH. | will clarify it.

JUDGE BQUTET: | amjust trying to understand what your
Wi tness i s saying.

M5 ASHRAPH:

Q W tness, when you say they took you backwards, what does



you
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29

that nean, precisely?
A VWhat | nmean is they told us -- they said they are going

this way and, therefore, if they caught you, they will take

to the place where they are keeping people, where they have
i berated people, and that is where they will keep us, and the
area there is under their custody.

Q Where is Baiwala in relation to where you were at the

you met the G os?
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A [No interpretation].
Q Where is Baiwala in relation to where you net the G o0s?

THE | NTERPRETER: Can the witness, please, Your Honours,
can the witness please repeat what he just said.

M5 ASHRAPH:

Wtness, can you just repeat your answer, please?

Can you pl ease cone again with the questions, Your

M5 ASHRAPH. | will ask a different question.

What was purpose of taking you to Baiwal a?

They went -- they took us to Baiwala so that we could be
pr ot ect ed.

M5 ASHRAPH: Does that assist, Your Honour?

JUDGE BQUTET: Slightly.

M5 ASHRAPH: 1"l try.

JUDGE BOUTET: But that's okay. A good start. It may

just in the translation. It nmay not be that inportant.

M5 ASHRAPH. | will give it one nmore go and then |1

on because | amtrying to get this into the indictnent period.
Q Wtness, do you know what the safety zone is?
A That is where | am showi ng you. Wen they took us, they

took us back to the safety zone; that is where | amtelling
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about .

Q Ckay. Thank you, witness. And how were you treated

you were in Baiwal a?
A Wl |, those people did not treat us well. W went and
fetched food for ourselves.

Q When you say those people did not treat you well, who

you referring to?

A Those peopl e, those foreigners, the Lanbos who caught
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Sorry, I'mnot hearing you. The Lanbos?

Those peopl e who caught us and took us away, they did

treat us well

Q Wiere did those people conme fronf

A They came from Li beri a.

Q Are we speaki ng about the G os again?

A Yes.

Q Ckay. And they did not treat you well. Howis it that

were treated badly?
A One of them canme and took nmy wife to his house, and that

haunted ne so nuch. And in the norning, the woman canme back

Q What else did the G os do?

A They did not do anything to me personally, apart from

during that tine.

Q D d you see or hear them doing anything bad to other
civilians?

A Those foreigners?

Q Yes.

A For me, in the norning, they did it. W heard of it.
Q

What did they do, w tness?



t he

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

their

> O »F

name.

The thing they did to ne, they did to others. They took
wi ves fromthem

And what was the age of the youngest G 0?

Ten years of age. They were ten years of age, children
Did they go under any particular nanme, those children?

They had a nane they called them but | can't renenber

Ckay. And how did they behave?
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A They were threatening us. W had food, they took it
us.

Q Now, there cane a time when the Gos left Sierra Leone;
that right?

A VWhen the G os were there, that was when these things

happeni ng. Those are the things they did.
Q Yes, witness. Am|l right that there is a tinme when the

G os left Kailahun, left Sierra Leone?

A Yes. | did not get the question.

Q At a point intime the Gos left Kailahun; is that

A Yes.

Q Do you know what caused themto | eave Kail ahun?

A When they drove them from Kai | ahun, you nean?

Q Who drove them from Kai | ahun, w t ness?

A Ki nni e Sankoh cane and asked themto | eave this country.
Q And why was that?

A He said because the things they are doing is not the

why they cane.
Q And then what happened after that?

A Well, the ones that were trai ned here now had to force



21 to | eave, to leave this country.

22 Q VWhat was the nationality of those who forced the G os
out ?

23 A They are indigenes of this country. Those who were

24 captured and trained, those are the ones who forced them out
of

25 this country. They drove the G os out of this country.

26 Q Now, witness, you say those that were captured and
trai ned.

27 What do you nean by that?

28 A Those who were here, those who cane, they were the ones
who

29 took them and accepted them and they were fighters, and those
of
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them who were trained, those are the ones | amtalking about.

Commando. Rebel .

Q How did they cone to be trained, w tness, the commandos?
A vell --

Q If you know.

A They were captured and taken away.

Q By who?

A They were capturing civilians and taking us away.

Q Who was doing that, wtness?

A The G os.

Q After the G os were pushed out, how did Iife change
you were?

A Well, after they had driven out of this country, we had

relief, we slept well.

Q VWhat happened to the young G o soldiers that you were
speaki ng about earlier?

A They drove all of them-- all of themwere driven out of
this country.

Q And of the soldiers that remained, who you said were

i ndi genous, how ol d was the youngest soldier you saw then

the Gos left?

A Those who | eft behind them those who remai ned, npbst of
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them| saw, they were -- they were about 20, 25, 30 onwards.

Q Did those that remai ned go by a particular name, the

of the group of those that renained?

A A group named -- given to a soldier? | was a civilian.

cannot explain nmuch of that.
Q It's right, witness, you know t he nanme RUF?

A Whi ch one? RUF?
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Q Do you know t he nane RUF?

A Yes.

Q And it's right that after -- | think you said after the

G os were pushed out, the RUF was mainly conposed of people

what nationality?

A Yes.

Q After the Gos left, the RUF were fromwhat country?
A They were from Sierra Leone.

Q I want to speak to you a bit about what life was |ike

the Gos left, when it was under the RUF, who were mainly from
Sierra Leone. How fromyou treated after the Gos left?

A Those who stayed behind we were in good relationship.

got food to eat.

Did you nove from Baiwal a before or after the Gos left?

| left themthere, and | left.

Q Where woul d you get food from wtness?

A We were farning.

Q And what woul d happen to the harvest of your farns?
A W took the rice to our barns.

Q And were you still in Baiwala at that tine?

A No.

Q

A

Q

You left themthere and you left -- what does that nean,
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W t ness?

A I left themin that town and I went to another town.
Q kay. You see -- which town did you go to?

A vell --

Q Is it a big enough town you are happy to say it out

or would you like it witten down?

A | went to a big tow. It was not a snmall town.
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Q Woul d you prefer --

A I woul d show you the town, but | don't want to --
Q You woul d prefer to have it witten?

A [No interpretation].

Q kay.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: |Is there any particul ar reason.
M5 ASHRAPH. Only because the town crops up again.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: That town is not his birth place.

are nmany people who visit that town, but if he insists.

M5 ASHRAPH. He seens particularly nervous, Your Honour.
The town will crop up again, so it's probably --

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: That's okay.

M5 ASHRAPH:  Sorry, there was a spelling error.
Your Honour, can that be Exhibit 231.

MR GEORGE: 232.

M5 ASHRAPH. 232. | apol ogise. Yes.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Adnmitted confidentially and marked

Exhi bit 232.
[ Exhibit No. 232 was admitted]
M5 ASHRAPH:
Q W t ness.
Yes.

M5 ASHRAPH:  Sorry, his mcrophone is not on.



24 Q Wtness, was it there that you were doing your farmng?

25 A I would normally brush and then do the pl ough and brush
26 Q Wtness, |I'mjust checking. It was while you were in
t he
27 pl ace that has just been witten on the piece of paper that
you
28 wer e doi ng your farm ng?
29 A I was still doing my farm ng activities.
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Q M Wtness, do you know who M Sinneh [phon] is?

THE | NTERPRETER: Your Honours, can | earned counsel

come again with the question?

M5 ASHRAPH:
Q Do you know who M Si nneh?
A Si nneh?
Q Yes.
A I knew him The town Bandaj uma, | knew himthere. |
hi m

Q And who was he?

A He was an old man. They are the indigenes of that town.
Q And were there any RUF officers in that town? Oficers,
rather, sorry, in that town?

A No, there the officers were not there. There was no

| eaders staying there.

Q | apol ogise, that was ny error. Wre there any RUF

officers there? Wre there any RUF representatives there?

A Yes, there were sone people there.

Q Who was there that you renenber?

A Well, those that were there that | know, the MP, he was
overall in charge of protection that was sent there.

Q Do you renenber his name, the MP?



23 A H s nane was Mhanmed Fatoma. Yes, | can renenber his

name.

24 Q And do you know what his job was? Do you renenber what
t he

25 MP di d?

26 A Yes.

27 Q What was the MP responsible for?

28 A He was in charge of protection. He protected us. Be
you a

29 soldier, as long as you were in that town, you had to report
to
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1 hi m

2 Q And how woul d he protect you?

3 A Well, he would not stand by to see any sol dier coning
from

4 anot her area to disturb our peace. He would then arrest you

5 Q And were there any other RUF representatives where you

6 wer e?

7 A Yes, there were others, and they were civilians. They
wer e

8 call ed Gb.

9 Q They were civilians?

10 A Yes.

11 Q And what did the Gb do?

12 A He was sort of internediary between we, the civilians,
and

13 the sol di ers.

14 Q VWhat woul d he do as an intermediary?

15 A I f anything was brought to the MP, the MP would call him

16 and explain to him and he would explain to us, too.

17 Q You said earlier that the MP would not stand by to see a
4 g 18 sol di er cone and disturb you. What would happen if a sol dier

i

19 cone and disturb you, if you know?
20 A We woul d arrest himand take himto the senior people.

21 Q How do you know t hat ?
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A He arrested themin our presence. |f you did anything
wong, that was the |law that was passed. |[|f you did anything
wrong, you would be arrested and taken to them

Q You said, "The | aw that was passed.” \What |aws were
passed, w tness?

A That is one of the laws |'ve expl ai ned.

Q I"msorry, could you just repeat that law. | know

explained it, but if you could just say it shortly.
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1 A The | aw that was passed to us, if I, acivilian -- if
) 2 sonebody does sonething wong to ne, the G would report to
t he
3 MP and the MP woul d conme and arrest you. That was the law I'm
4 talking - so that they will deal with you.
5 Q Were there any other |aws that you knew?
6 THE | NTERPRETER: Can the wi tness pl ease go over what
he' s
7 just said, Your Honours.
8 M5 ASHRAPH:
9 Q Can you repeat your answer, w tness?
10 A Yes.
11 Q kay. | will rephrase. Do you know of any other |aws
12 besi de that |aw?
13 A If you ask me about them | will explain to you, the
ot her
14 | aws.
15 Q kay. | will ask you about them \What were the other
| aws
16 that you knew, please?
. 17 A The others that are | aws, one of themwas -- you can't
j ust
18 cone and harass a woman and take her to your house. The
ot her,
19 if you do that, you will be arrested, and you' d be dealt wth
20 according to the law. The other, you just can't grab our food
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our hands and then take it for yourself. The law will dea

you seriously. Those are the three laws that were strictly
abi ded by, that were passed. You can't take a woman to your
house, just like that, and have an affair with her

Q What was the punishnent for taking her to your house,
taki ng her away and having an affair with her?

A If you are a soldier and you do that w thout no prior
know edge or arrangenents, then you will be beaten up to the

poi nt of death. And then they will keep you for safe -- they
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wi |l keep you sonewhere and then, afterwards, they will send

sonewhere far off so you will not be in that area any nore

Q And what woul d happen if a soldier stole food?

A If a soldier grabs food froma civilian, and you took it
fromthe civilian, because you were carrying gun, you would be

dealt with in the same way as | have just explained. They

beat you. You will be locked up in a roomfor the night. In

nmorning you will be taken out and taken you to -- and take you

a far place so that you won't do that again. You will be

Q Now, witness, there cane a tine when you | eft Bandaj una.

Sorry, you left; is that right?

A Yes.

Q Why did you | eave?

A Vell, the war was so intense, so we all had to |eave.

Q So who was --

A The sol diers who cane from here pushed us from where we

were, and then we took to our heels so that we would not be

kill ed.
Q When you say the soldiers fromhere, who do you nean by
that ?
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A The sol diers who were here and who were fighting with

others, they went and took over the whole place, they drove

and then we went into the bushes, that was why we |eft.

Q And do you know who those sol di ers who pushed you to the
bushes, who they worked for?

A They wor ked for the governnent.

Q You said they pushed you; who left your area and noved

t he bushes?

THE | NTERPRETER:  Your Honours, can | earned counse

SCSL - TRI AL CHAMBER |



Page 29

| eft
sol di ers?
and
expl ai ned
t he

time

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

SESAY ET AL

4 OCTOBER 2007 OPEN SESSI ON

come with the question again?

M5 ASHRAPH:
Q Who | eft your area and noved to the bushes?
A Wen we left and went, all of us in the township were

and went into the bushes; we were running into the bushes.

Q Way did you not stay to wait for the governnent

A We were afraid that if they met us -- sone were rebels,
they would kill us, so we were afraid of that.

Q Where did the RUF go when you went into the bushes.

A Well, they went to Gema. They assenbled and went to
G enn.

Q Where did you settle, wtness?

A I amstill staying in the place where | have just

to you, on paper, just now |l 'mstill in that town.

Q | understand that, w tness, but when you were pushed by

governnent troops, it's right that you went to the border?

A [No interpretation].
Q Do you remenber how | ong you stayed near the border?
A We just went -- if we got to sone place, we spent sone

there, but we nmet sonme people there, so they were not people



caught

t he

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

catch us and take us away.

Q I"msorry, | mssed that. They were not people who

you and took you away?

A [No interpretation].

Q Wtness, do you renenber how | ong you renained at the
bor der ?

A | spent a nonth there and left.

Q Now, | know you left another place. | amgoing to ask

again that, which is the original suggestion, that you wite
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1 nanme of this place down where you went to after |eaving the

2 border. Ckay?

3 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: You are tendering it?

4 M5 ASHRAPH:  Yes, Your Honour, it is Exhibit 233,
pl ease.

5 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: 2337

6 M5 ASHRAPH:  Yes.

7 PRESI DI NG JUDGE:  Yes.

8 [ Exhibit No. 233 was admitted]

9 M5 ASHRAPH

10 Q Wtness, when you noved, | will call that place the
bush,

11 wi tness. Ckay.

12 A Yes.

13 Q When you noved fromthe border to the bush, were you
al one?

14 A W were many.

15 Q And who noved with you?

16 A Those that | went with, yes, ny famly. | and ny
famly

17 we were passing together

18 Q Ckay. Wiere were the RUF at that tine?

19 A Well, they were all living in Gema, but they were not

20 staying there. They were noving around, but they were staying

21 t here.



22 MS ASHRAPH: Excuse ne, Your Honour

23 Q Were they noving around the civilians, wtness?

24 A No, we were all staying there together. W were staying
in

25 one pl ace.

26 Q When you say we were staying there together, who is
" V\B" l)

27 A We and our famlies, together with the civilians, that
is

28 what | nean. Those of ny dependents and other people. | was
not

29 alone. | was not alone that | was caught in the bush. There
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were a good nunber of us, we, the civilians. That is what |

mean.
Q How far were the RUF from where you and your fanmly

A It was about - about just one nile.

Q Wiy was a deci sion nade to nove fromthe border to the
bush.

A Well, to save our own life, to protect our own life.
That's what -- that was the reason we did that. W cane and

renoved and prepared our place and we were sitting down there

they were protecting us.

Q Who was protecting you?

A The RUF.

Q The bush you were in, was it near to any big towns?

A It was not far away.

Q Do you know a big town that it was near that you can
us?

A Yes.

Q What is the nane of the big town that the bush was near?
A Vell, | would Iike to show t he pl ace.

Q Wtness, it is quite a big tow, and | don't -- | don't

think it would necessarily pinpoint where you were, because
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nane of the bush is private to the Court. |f you want, we can

wite it down.

A Vll, if you tell me to show the place, | will show the
pl ace.
Q Wtness, you will still be safe to give the name of the

town that is near to the bush.
A Well, G em, Bandaj uma.

Q Were the RUF staying in the bush with you or were they
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el sewher e?

A They were living in other place, in other places.

Q What was the relationship between the group in the bush
t he RUF?

A They were treating us well, they were treating us.

was no probl em between us.

Q You said earlier that the RUF were in Gema. Wy was

RUF in the town and you in the bush?

A Well, the place was not safe, because it was for our own
protection. That was the reason we prepared our place we were
stayi ng there, because those who were our |eaders --

Q Yes, those who were your | eaders.

A They were saving us. They were our |eaders to save us.

there's any bad thing coming, they would be the first to face

before com ng to us.

Q You said that the place was not safe. What place was
saf e?
A The pl ace where we were staying, that was the place that

security was inportant. You are sayi ng what they were doing,
they gathered us there. They were protecting us. They were

protecting us. It was for our own protection that they put us
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there. We were there, in that bush

Q Wiy was it not good for your protection to be in the

in Gem with the RUF?

A Vell, if we are staying together with them because

of their friends who were fighting, they were comng there --

THE | NTERPRETER: Pl ease, Your Honours, can the w tness

over it again.

M5 ASHRAPH. Wtness, it's quite --

SCSL - TRI AL CHAMBER |
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PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Wtness, go slowy, slowy. Go over

agai n.
M5 ASHRAPH:
Q If you just go slowy and --
Ckay.
Q [ M crophone not activated]. The question was: Wy was

not safe for you to be in Gema with the RUF?

A What ?
Q The question was why was it not safe for you --
A They were fighting there anongst thenself. The bullets

were to neet us. That was the place it was not good for us to

there, where they put us.

Q Wtness, | amjust going to take that again. You said

you were taken to the bush for your own protection

A Yes.

Q The RUF were in G ema, which is a town nearby.

A Yes.

Q Wiy was it not safe -- why was it better for you to be

the bush than in the town?
A Because all those towns, they were not safe, because the

men were coming there. So if we were in that town, they would
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not protect us. That was the reason they put us sonewhere so
that they would protect us.

Q You said if you are in the town the nen would -- just

| ast question. You said the nmen --

A What type of nen, oh God. There were not other nen. So

we were in town, we would not be there. For exanple, we are

Gema. W would be there. Soldiers would come. They too

fight there, and we woul d be caught in the midst of the

SCSL - TRI AL CHAMBER |



Page 34

f ed.

t he

down,

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

SESAY ET AL

4 OCTOBER 2007 OPEN SESSI ON

so they would not be able to save us. So we were civilians.
That was the reason we were parked there, to protect us.

Q When you were in the bush, what were you doing there?

A W were there as if we were living in the towmn. W were

wor ki ng, doing farming, harvesting rice and eating. W were

We were sleeping well. W were protected quite well there.

was nice, just like where | amsitting now Like a town.

Q You tal ked about |eaders in the bush. You said, "W had
our |eaders." Wo were your |eaders?
A Well, those, | did not wite their nanes on papers. You

have not received their names, because those were like the MP

were working with us, like the Joe Bush comrander

Q kay. So there was an MP in the bush with you?

A Joe Bush conmmander.

Q What was the job of a Joe Bush commander?

A He was asked to appoint a civilian to protect us, and

pl ace where --

THE | NTERPRETER:  Your Honour, can the w tness sl ow

speak sl owy.

M5 ASHRAPH. Wtness, if you can just stop --
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W t ness.

Q

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Ms Ashraph, please take control of

He is a bit fast,

THE W TNESS: Ckay.

M5 ASHRAPH:

Wt ness,

I know.

Ckay.

know you have a lot to say,

answer the first question,

and then | will

question and then you can speak sonme nore.

slow but actually it wll

A

kay.

SCSsL -
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1 Q Ckay, so ny question was: What was the job of the Joe
Bush

2 commander ?

3 A He was to -- he was to arrange any di spute anong us.

4 Q Anongst the civilians?

5 A Yes.

6 Q What woul d happen if there was a dispute? Wat would
you

7 do?

8 A If there was no di spute anong us, he was there to
pr ot ect

9 us. He, too, he was also a civilian. He was our chief. He
is a

10 chi ef .

11 Q How was he appointed? How did he cone to be the Joe
Bush

12 commander ?

13 A Al of us, we cane together, and we were asked, and we,
t oo

14 appoi nted him and we, too, appointed him

15 Q And who were --

16 A And they passed it to him

17 Q And who asked you. You said you cane together and, "W
18 were asked." Who asked you?

19 A RUF were asking us such questions. RUF nmenbers, they

20 entered there and asked us, and we showed the person, so that
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there's any problem you have problemw th your conrade,

explain to him

o >» O >» O > O

Ckay.

MP, vyes.

And there was al so an MP, you said in the bush?

It was for our protection.

He was in Bandaj uma.

Do you renenber his name?

Yes.

What was hi s nane,

Mohaned - -

Yes,

pl ease.

hi s name?

SCSsL -

the MP in the bush?
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A Let ne show?

Q Yes, please.

A Let nme give the nane?

Q Yes, please, w tness.

A Ch, Mohaned Fat ona.

Q And you described the job, wtness, of the MP before,

saying that he was in charge of protection, he would not stand

a soldier conming by [mcrophone not activated]?
A Yes.

Q Was the job the sane?

A Yes. That's it.
Q

And what woul d happen if there was a probl em between an

and a civilian? What woul d happen then?

A You who -- because a civilian -- a civilian cannot
an RUF nmenber, but if you disturb him he would arrest you

woul d arrest you very strongly.
Q kay. What woul d happen if an RUF disturbed a civilian?
What woul d happen?

A If he flogged the person, so -- or he did sonething to

person, he, too, would be beaten and | ocked up. He would be

rempved and sent -- and renove himfromus. Were we were
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stayi ng, he would not be there again.

Q You nentioned the | aws before about no stealing of food,

harassi ng a woman and taking her to have an affair with her.

those laws still apply in the bush?

A O course.

Q Do you know what commanders were based in G ema?

A The commander | knew in G ema, he was Kinnie Issa. |
him | knew him
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Q Ckay. When you say Kinnie Issa, do you nean -- what is

full name, do you know?

A Yes.

Q What is his full name, please?

A Issa. W were calling himlssa Sesay.

Q kay. Did you ever see himwhen you were in the Joe

>

Yes.

How often did you see himwhen you were in the Joe Bush?
We were not seeing one day or two days, about we were
seei ng each ot her.

Q kay. Why woul d he cone to the bush?

A Well, he was coming to greet us. He wal ked around to

what was happening to us. He sat down for sone tine and we

gi ve him some food and he woul d eat.

Q And do you know the purpose of himcomng, if you know?
A Yes. He was coming to ask how we were feeling. That is
what | thought. |If there were any problens, we could explain.
Q And did he cone al one when he cane to the bush?

A He was coming together with his conrades, sonetines.

Q Did his conrades have arns, have guns?

A Yes, they were coning along with guns. For exanple, one
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two in their hands.
Q How ol d were those -- the people that he came wth?

A Well, there were sone of them-- sone of them they were

the sane age. They were of the same age.

Q What was -- what was the age of the youngest of those

M Sesay came with?
A One day | saw -- the person | saw, he was -- the way |

observed him he would -- like, 25 years, the way | observed
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Q Ckay. Based on what you know and saw, what was M

relationship with the civilians in the bush?

A We were friendly. We were very friendly.

Q Did anyone talk to you about what |ssa would do?

A Nobody tal ked to nme concerning -- explaining such a
l'ike this.

Q Did anyone talk to you about how | ssa would treat

civilians?

A As | was saying, no.

Q You said earlier that you were farmng in the bush

A Yes.

Q What woul d you do with the produce fromyour farm and

harvest from your farn®

A Well, those rice, | would conme and build a barn and put
the rice there. | wll process themall and cone and pack

t oget her.

Q Ckay. There cane a tinme when you left the bush; is that
right?

THE | NTERPRETER: Can counsel repeat the question

M5 ASHRAPH:
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Q There is a tinme when you left the bush

A VWen | left the bushes, | -- that was what | was doi ng.

was farm ng.

Q When you left the bush, can you tell us where you noved
A Yes. That was the place | put on the paper and gave to
you.

Q Do you renenber if it was the first piece of paper or

second pi ece of paper?

A The second letter. The second paper.
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M5 ASHRAPH. That's Exhibit 232, Your Honour.
And where were you when they announced the peace?

I was there in Bandajunma, where | was there. The place

showed you, the town | was staying.

Q

A
Q
A

on.

Q

Ckay. What were you doing there?
I was farm ng.
That was your own farnf

Yes. It was ny very farmwho | and nmy famly were

kay. Did you ever work on any other farns while you

in that place?

A

Q

What? | did not hear.

D d you work on any other farns, aside fromyour own

private farmwhile you were in that area?

A

Q
A.

of

Q
A

Yes.
What other farmdid you work on?

Well, where we were staying there, there were a good

us who were nmaking community farm
And what is a community farm w tness?

That community farm when we gathered together and nmake

community work, that is what | mean.
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Q What was the comunity farmfor?

Vel l, we gathered that

hand it over to one person.

Q VWhat was the rice used for, wtness?

A That rice if we -- |

were --

THE | NTERPRETER

M5 ASHRAPH:

SCsL -
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Can the witness take it,
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Q I amgoing to have to ask you to repeat that, okay?

was the rice fromthe comunity farmused for?

A We were feeding strangers.
Q And why did you need the community farmto feed
A Well, for exanple, even now we are still farm ng.
Yes.
It was to feed strangers. |f we receive a stranger, he

come to us, we don't have food to give them that is the rice

will gather and give so that they will cook, they will eat and
t hen | eave.

Q kay. And what do you nean by strangers?

A Well, you would just sit down, all of us, so that they

woul d bring other people. They would bring themto us. They

our brothers, if your brothers cone from other place and cone

you. So that's the food we would take and give to them That

the food we feed themwith. So if that happened, you would

your own food.
Q And whose idea was it, the community farn?

A It was RUF who brought that idea and al so we oursel ves.
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Q And who organi sed the farnf

A Gb. W mmde that arrangenent together, then we explain

to our | eaders.
Q Am | right, the G5 and those in the town nade the

arrangenment together, and explained it to the |eaders; is that

right?
A Yes.
Q Ckay.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes, M Wagona?

MR WAGONA:  Your Honours, | stand reluctantly, because |
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aware that we should not be objecting unnecessarily.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: If you have to object, why not,
M WAgona.

MR WAGONA:  This has gone on for sonme tine. | would
appreciate if the answers conme fromthe witness.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Instead of suggestions?

MR WAGONA: I nstead of being suggest ed.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: To the witness?

MR WAGONA:  Yes, Your Honour.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: M Ashraph. That is not an objection,
really, it is an observation.

M5 ASHRAPH.  Your Honour, nothing that | have said

cone fromthe witness. Usually what the witness has said, |

repeat it back to himto nmake sure that it was properly

down.

PRESIDING JUDGE: |I'msure if M WAagona were asked to,

woul d substantiate what he's saying, but we don't want to go

route. So we better just have that in nmind and get al ong.
M5 ASHRAPH: | will keep it in mind, Your Honour.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Thank you.

M5 ASHRAPH:



22 Q How were those who worked on the conmmunity farns

treated?

23 A Li ke when we went to work, they would give us food. |If
we

24 asked them they would feed us.

25 Q Who gave you food, wtness?

26 A If we asked the Gb, he would go to the | eaders and they

27 woul d give us the food, the RUF

. 28 Q What food did you eat when you were worked at the

communi ty

29 farn®
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A It was rice that we were eating and conpletely fed.

Q How often woul d you have to work at the farn®

A No. In one nonth, for exanple, we can work just once or
twi ce.

Q How big was the farm w tness?

A Well, ours, it was up to two acres.

Q And how many people would work on it?

A Some of us who were going there in our own part, we were
to 40. W would go there in |arge nunbers

Q How was the work divided?

A Well, when we went there, we would divide it. This part
and this other part, | would ask themto brush.

Q And you say, "W would divide it." Wwo wuld divide it?
Who woul d organi se the [overl appi ng speakers] --

A Qursel f.

Q Were any people fromthe RUF on the farnf

A They would just cone and visit us when we are worKking.

Q What problens, if any, were there on the farn?

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Who? Wio woul d cone and visit when

are wor ki ng?

THE W TNESS: Wen we were working there, RUF nen,

nei ghbours, | said they would come and visit us, because we
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farmng just along the road. W are not doing it far fromthe
road. They would just cone and greet us and pass.

M5 ASHRAPH:
Q What was the relationship between the RUF who woul d come
and greet you and pass, and those working on the farn®

A Thank God there was no problem We were working in

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Ms Ashraph, | just wanted to rem nd
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that it is getting to 11.30.
M5 ASHRAPH:  Yes.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: You can still go on. Cone to the end

that particul ar epi sode, maybe, but have it in mnd, you know
that --

M5 ASHRAPH. | have only got another few questions about
the farm

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Pl ease proceed. Think of your

when you are conspiring with M Jordash

M5 ASHRAPH: Yes.
Q What woul d happen if --

M5 ASHRAPH. Excuse nme, Your Honours, | wll just take
instructions. Thank you

Q Wtness, what woul d happen if you were unwell and not

to work? What woul d happen, if you know?

A You will go and take excuse fromthat person. You would
t ake excuse.

Q You woul d take excuse from who, witness?

A You woul d take excuse fromthat person we elected as

for that work.

Q When you say the person we elected, who is "we," in
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A The person we el ect ed.

Q Right. Who elected the person? Wen you say, "The

we el ected"?

A Qurself. Qurself. W ourself, we who were doing the

But he was the head of that work so that we can take excuse

hi m
Q And where did he cone from the |eader?
A W were all staying together. W were there in that
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wor ki ng pl ace. He was our conrade. W took one of our

and el ected himas a | eader.

Q VWhat would he do if you -- when you woul d take excuse to
hi n®?
A Well, he too would explain -- he would explain to us

we went to work.

Q He woul d explain what to you, w tness?

A That that person told us, for exanple, he took excuse.
Q The | eader woul d explain to you that soneone had taken
excuse?

A Yes.

Q The person who took excuse went to the | eader and took
excuse?

A W woul d rel ease him because he has taken excuse.

Q kay. And did all the harvest fromthe farmgo to feed

strangers?

A Well, sone of us, as we were working up to the time when
the work would start again, we would prepare it and put in one
pl ace so that the remaining one would have it and eat it.

M5 ASHRAPH: Your Honour, that's the end of the

about the farm | only have perhaps another 20, 30 minutes
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himafter we cone back fromrecess.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: That's all right. It is time now for

to take a break. We will rise and resune in the next couple

mnutes. The Court will rise, please.
[Break taken at 11.34 a.m]
[Upon resuning at 12.05 p.m]
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: W are told Ms Ashraph was m ssing.

M5 ASHRAPH. Sorry, Your Honour, | was just outside the
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door.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: W thought she had been ki dnapped or

by some agent.

Well, | think we are resumi ng this session now.

Ms Ashraph, | think you can conti nue.

Q
A

Q

M5 ASHRAPH:  Thank you.
Wtness, when we started you said you had children?
Yes, | have them

How many children did you have at the time that you |eft

t he bush and cane to the town?

A

Q

There were seven children | have.
kay. And --

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: And the witness has how many w ves?

one wife or --

Q
A
Q
A

M5 ASHRAPH:

How many w ves do you have, Wtness?
| have wives.

How many, Wtness?

Vell, | have two w ves.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: That's okay. Sorry. | don't want to

into his privacy any further.

M5 ASHRAPH:



23 Q And are your children going to school, Wtness?

24 A Yes.

25 Q And when did the eldest of your children start going to
26 school ?

27 A They started going to school during this war

28 Q And where were you living at the time they started going
29 school during the war?
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A We were staying in the place where -- the nanme of the
that | gave to that man.

Q Ckay. |Is that the name of the town where the comunity
farm was?

A Yes.

Q And where was that school ?

A The school, it was al ong the G ena Road.

Q Sorry. Yes, wtness?

A No. | said it was along the G ema Road, towards G ena.
Q kay. Thank you. Did it have a nanme, that school ?

A The nane they were giving it to him it was Free Poor
School .  Free Poor School .

Q And what ages of children was it teaching?

PRESI DING JUDGE: It was free what? Sorry, Free Poor?
M5 ASHRAPH:  Free Poor School, | think it is.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Free, Poor School or --

THE WTNESS: Prinmary School .

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: No, no what interests ne is --

M5 ASHRAPH. | will ask himagain.

Wtness, could you just repeat the nane of the school ?
Primary Poor School. Yes.

M5 ASHRAPH. | think it's Pwor, P-WO R

THE W TNESS: Poor. Poor school.
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M5 ASHRAPH. P-O O R,

Your Honour.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Can you consult your client, please?

you consult your client so that he lets us know

He shoul d

MR JORDASH. He just said it was P-O O R Your Honours,

in financially enbarrassed.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: A poor man's school ?

SCSL -
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1 MR JORDASH. Exactly.

2 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: A free, poor school ?

3 MR JORDASH:  Yes.

4 M5 ASHRAPH. | think --

5 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: That's what | thought | got, but
want ed

6 to be very sure.

7 M5 ASHRAPH. | think he also called it a prinmary poor

8 school as well.

9 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Free, poor, primary school ?

10 MR JORDASH:  Yes.

11 M5 ASHRAPH:

12 Q And who organi sed that school, Wtness?

13 A It was RUF who arranged that school

14 Q And what did they arrange for that school ?

15 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: You say it was on the road to G eng,;
was

16 it in a specific location, that school? Ws it in a specific

17 village or so?

18 M5 ASHRAPH

19 Q Wtness, do you hear H s Honour?

20 A Along the G ema Road, that was the place. Sonewhere you

21 live. Were we are staying, you cone along that road to
G enm,

22 you cone to that school. The school was al ong the road.
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Q And how far was it fromthe place you were staying al ong
the road to Gema. Do you know how many nmiles it was?
A Just one mle.

Q And you said the RUF arranged that school; what did the

do for that school, exactly?

A They were bringing chal ks, books for teachers. Chal ks

the children.
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Q And do you renenber any of the names of the teachers at

t hat school ?

A | can renenber the names of two.

Q Can you give me those nanes, please?

A Yes. Can | show? |If you tell nme, | will show

Q That's fine, Wtness, yes. You can say those nanes?
A Borbu Banda. Uncle J-U.

M5 ASHRAPH. Your Honours, | have Borbu Banda as being

B-OR-B-U and the second word B-A-N-D-A, and Uncle J-Uis as

m ght expect.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Banda or Banda?
THE W TNESS: Banda.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Sounds |like a K P Kpanda. K-P-A-N-D

M5 ASHRAPH: | will take instructions, Your Honour.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Fromthe way he's pronouncing it.
THE W TNESS: Bor bor Kpanda.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: That's right.

JUDGE THOVPSON: You said the first nane was what? How

you spell that?
M5 ASHRAPH:  Bor bor.
JUDGE THOWPSON:  Spel I .

M5 ASHRAPH: B-O-R -- as initially spelt, B-ORB-U.



23 JUDGE THOWSON: B-O-R-B-O-R?

24 M5 ASHRAPH. But it also -- yes.

25 PRESIDING JUDGE: B-ORB-OR, that's right. Borbor.
26 JUDGE THOWMPSON: [ Overl appi ng speakers].

27 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: That is what | have here, too. M

Lord,
28 that is what | have here, too

29 JUDGE THOWPSON: Yes, that's the correct --
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M5 ASHRAPH: | apol ogise for that [overl appi ng speakers]

JUDGE THOMPSON: That's okay.

M5 ASHRAPH. -- Sesay, who has al so got the right
spel l'i ngs.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: After this, you have to go and live in
one of those villages --

M5 ASHRAPH. | know. Spelling [overlapping speakers] --

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: -- to get your historical facts to

a book, you know, right. And then the uncle, JU  The second

teacher was called Uncle JU. Can he -- is it just an initial
or --

M5 ASHRAPH:
Q Do you have another name for the Uncle JU, witness? Do

know hi m by any ot her nanme?

A That was the only nanme they were calling him that |
Q Does the name Jusu mean anything to you, wtness?
A Jusu? Uncle JU? Jusu? Yes, Jusu. | don't know his

father. They said Jusu, that was the nane they were calling

Uncl e JU.
Q Al right. Thank you, witness. And that school was for

the children of which area?
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A Wher e Bandaj uma was; around the environs. There were

vill ages, about three, around Bandajuma. Al of themwere

attending that school. It was for the environs of that place.
Q And how many of your children attended that school ?

A MmP

Q How many of your children attended that school, the
Primary --

A There were four of themthat | sent to that school.
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Q And how was the education at that school ?

A Well, thank God. They were really teaching them

Q And did you pay for your children to attend that school ?
A No.

Q What contribution, if any, did you nmake towards the

A Like -- like what -- the only thing we were doing, for
teachers, we, the fathers of the children, we were doing that.
Q VWhat were you doi ng, w tness?

A Well, we were -- we, because we were not giving any

thing we were not paying school fees so we woul d just decide

gather sone food and give it to the teachers so that they

eat.
Q And why did you do that?
A So that they can be happy to teach our children because

they were not paying them it was for free. It was a -- it

school for the poor
Q When you were in the town, the sane town you had the
community farmin, did you --

THE | NTERPRETER: Can the counsel take the question

pl ease?
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Q
community farmin,

A

M5 ASHRAPH:

When you were staying in the town you were doing the

were you always in good health?

Yes. A person --

THE | NTERPRETER

testi nony, Your Honours?

A

M5 ASHRAPH:

Can the witness take the |ast bit of

Pl ease repeat your answer, please, for the interpreter?

Thank God

was wel | .
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Q Was there any nedical care available while you were in

t own?

A Yes.

Q What was avail abl e, w tness?

A There was a hospital.

Q And where was the hospital ?

A It was |located along the sanme G erma road.

Q And how far was it fromyour town, along the G enma road?
A It was a big town. The distance between themwas a bit

far, because it was --

THE | NTERPRETER:  Your Honours, can the witness take the
statenent ?

M5 ASHRAPH:

Q Wtness, how far along? You've said the Free Poor

School was a mile away fromyour town along the road and |I'm

asking you how far along the road was the hospital ?
A It was in town, but -- it was in town, but the distance
fromny own house, it was a bit far away.

Q Ckay. And what treatnment could you get at that

A Oh, if you are sick, you will go there. You will go
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They will give you nedicine. |If you are suffering from

they will give you nedicine for headache and cold. They will

give it to you to drink, so you go back. Thank God we'll be

wel | .

Q And do you renenber who worked at the hospital ?

A Those who were there, who were working there, one was
Mari e.

Q Sorry, can you just repeat that |ast name?

A Mari e.

SCSL - TRI AL CHAMBER |



SESAY ET AL

Page 52
4 OCTOBER 2007 OPEN SESSI ON

1 Q Do you renmenber any others who worked there?

2 A There was ot her person, but | cannot renenber their
names

3 because they were not there. They were visiting there,
wor ki ng

4 t oget her.

5 Q And what did Aunty Marie do at the hospital ?

6 A They were treating us. They were treating us. Qur

7 children as well.

8 Q And you said they would give you tablets for headaches
and

9 col d, nedicine for headaches and cold. Who was providing the

10 medi cine to the hospital ?

11 A Well, it was RUF government that was giving.

12 Q And did you pay for your treatnment, wtness?

13 A W were not given anything for -- for it.

14 Q When you go to the hospital today, w tness, now, in

15 Kai | ahun, do you pay for your nedical treatnent?

16 A Yes.

17 Q Do you have children still at school in Kailahun
District?

18 A Yes.

19 Q And do you pay for their school fees now?

20 A Yes.

21 Q Wtness, have you ever worked on a conmmunity farm after

t he
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community farmduring the war?

THE | NTERPRETER: Can the counsel take the question

Your Honours?

M5 ASHRAPH:
Q Sorry, |'ve forgotten the question. Did you work on any
ot her community farms aside fromthe one you worked at in your
t own?

A I did not work in any other comunity farm other than
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I'"mtal ki ng about.
Q And when did that comunity farmend, w tness? Wen did

you stop having a community farmin your town?

A This year. This year we could not do it.
Q Is this year the first tinme you' ve not had a conmunity
farn®

THE | NTERPRETER:  Your Honours, can the counsel repeat

question?
M5 ASHRAPH:
Q Wtness, do you know if Issa Sesay renmained in Kail ahun

the duration of the war?

A No.

Q That is the fault of the question. Do you know if there
was a tine that Issa Sesay |left Kailahun District?

A I cannot give the dates now.

Q I"mnot asking for the dates, |'mjust asking if you

aware, if you saw or you heard that Issa Sesay left the

district?
A Yes.
Q Did you hear where he went to?
A Yes.
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Q Where did you hear that he had gone?

A They said they' ve sent himto Kono now.

Q kay. Did you have any contact? Did you or any people
fromyour town have any contact with Issa Sesay after he left
Kai | ahun District?

A Yes, yes. W were getting news of himthat he was

He, too, was sending greetings to us, saying he was greeting,

was sendi ng greeting nessages to us.
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1 Q D d you have any other contact with Issa Sesay? Issa
Sesay

2 was sending greetings to you; did he send anything el se?

3 A There was a tine we sent people there to go and visit
hi m

4 because it has taken a long tine wi thout seeing him

5 Q You sent people where, wtness?

6 A We sent themto go to Kono.

7 Q Ckay. And why did you send people? Wy did your town
send

8 peopl e?

9 A The reason because, that man he was protecting us, the
time

10 he was there.

11 Q And what happened when people were sent to see |Issa
Sesay?

12 A Well, the tinme they were to return, he bought sone
t hi ngs

13 and sent them for us.

14 Q And what were those things, wtness?

15 A Well, salt, ten bags, twelve bags but they brought
el even

16 bags of rice. They've told us that they've stol en one bag.

17 Q Ckay. Eleven bags --

18 A And Maggi, one carton of Maggi, and shoes. He was
sendi ng

19 for the aged, for the aged wonan, and even nysel f, he sent one
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pai r of shoes, and children. But he sent it for the whole

They presented the gifts to us. There were nore than 500 of

That was what it happened.

Q Wtness, | have no nore questions for you but, if you

there, there will be other people who will be asking you some
questi ons.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: M Ashraph, that's the end of your
exami nation-in-chief of this wtness?

M5 ASHRAPH. That is, Your Honour, if you would be so

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Thank you. So, M Touray, would you -
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MR TOURAY: | will try ny hand at very few questions.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Very few questions. | know you are

al ways very precise. Yes, you nmay proceed.
MR TOURAY: Thank you, Your Honour.
CROSS- EXAM NED BY MR TOURAY:

Q M Wtness, now throughout your evidence it is true, is

not, that you renmmined a civilian throughout?

A Yes. Yeah, | was there as a civilian till the end.

Q And no one forced you to undergo any training, mlitary
training?

A No.

Q Al t hough, in fact, perhaps you were young and heal t hy

during that tine?

A I was strong. Nothing was wong with me, but | did not

it.

Q And nobody forced any nmenber of your family to undergo
mlitary training; your w ves?

A No. That did not happen.

Q Nor your children?

A That did not happen.
Q

And as far as you know, that was not unique for you

It happened to so nany ot her people you knew?
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A

Q

wi | |

A

Q
A
Q

If even it happened to other people, | did not see it.

Now, you said when the rebels were advancing, the

be sent backwards for their own safety?

Yes. That was what they did. They did it to ne too.
And they did it to several others?
Yes. Plenty of them

And they didn't use any force to send civilians
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A No. Wen they said -- when they asked us to go, they

not force ne.

Q So, it was a voluntary affair; if you want to go

you go backwar ds?

A The tinme when they told us to go backwards, at that time

wasn't by force

Q Thank you. But whilst you were there, backwards, they

sure they created laws for your own safety; for the safety of

civilians?
A Yes.

Q And they made sure they | ooked after your welfare and

wel | -being as wel | ?
A Yes; very well
Q And that was your experience throughout the war years,

t hroughout the war years in the Kailahun District, that was

experience?

A That was what | experienced and that was what happened

Q Thank you
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A Ckay.

Q Now, you spoke about a zoo bush. Before | cone there,

me just ask you: You said you were doing sone farning;

farm ng?
A M hmm  Yes, we nmade community farns.
Q At the same tine, it's correct to say you had your own

private farns?
A That's very right.
Q Now, apart fromthis community farm ng you did, did you

ever experience being forced by the RUF to carry | oads for
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A By force? No one did not ever give nme sonething to

by force, by RUF.

Q O to go hunting for them by force?
A | did not hunt, | did not hunt.
Q O go fishing by force? Did you hear that, or see that,

anyone in the zoo bush?
A No, | did not see it.

Q Now, whilst you were in the zoo bush, where you say you

to, when the governnent soldiers cane --
A Yes.
JUDGE THOWPSON:  Counsel ?
MR TOURAY: Yes.
JUDGE THOWPSON: Is the first letter Z?
MR TOURAY: Well, | think it was Joe Bush.
JUDGE THOMPSON: Because we need to settle the
pronunci ati on.
MR TOURAY: Sone say Joe Bush.
JUDCE THOWPSON:  Yes, fine.
MR TOURAY: In 233 it is --

JUDGE THOMPSON: | amjust trying to figure out nmy own -

MR TOURAY: 233 | think is Joe Bush, | think what is in
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evi dence.
JUDGE THOMPSON: So we can just stay with what we have.

Sone say zoo, some say Joe. W are trying to unravel the

of that.
JUDGE BQUTET: | amsorry to interrupt. Go ahead.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Maybe we were going to ask the sane
quest i on.

JUDGE BOUTET: Maybe. 1'Il let you go ahead then. |
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going to ask you if you could assist me in trying to

what Joe Bush is all about. The term has been used.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: That was my question
JUDGE BOUTET: | don't know what this neans. |t would

appear it has been used as if we knew, but |I don't. | would

to know i f you can assist nme through the witness.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: And if you could assist ne too. That

the question | was going to put.
JUDGE THOWPSON: | will benefit fromthe enlightennent.
MR TOURAY: | will take the invitation
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: You won't reject it this tinme?

MR TOURAY: No. Should | be directed to

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Never nmind. You are all on the sane
wavel engt h.

JUDGE BOQUTET: You are right, but as you are now

zoo bush, Joe Bush.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Your cross-exam nation is not very

different fromwhat Ms Ashraph was doing. |It's bringing out

same set of facts.

MR TOURAY: | think he has given the answer.
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Q Can you assist the Court and tell the Court what the zoo
bush is, or Joe Bush?

A Yes. Joe Bush is a place for hiding. That is where we
used to hide.

Q Now, whilst you were there, did you ever hear, or did

ever see a man called Morris Kallon; did he ever go there?

A I did not see him
Q Sure. Did you ever hear of himin G enma during that
A Yes, | heard of him but not alnost of the tine.
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1 Q Now, up to the time because, according to your evidence,
I

2 think you were in the Kailahun District up to the end of the
war ?

3 A Yes, | was in Kailahun District until the end of the
war ,

4 and I"'mstill in Kailahun District.

5 Q Now, did you cone across Mrris Kallon at all in the

6 Kai | ahun District?

7 A I saw himonce. | saw himjust once, yes.

8 Q Can you recall when? Was it after the peace or very
| ate

9 towards the end of the war? Wen? Just tell us because --

10 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: O during the war, when?

11 THE WTNESS: During the war | saw him

12 MR TOURAY:

13 Q Only once?

14 A Yes.

15 MR TOURAY: | have no further questions.

16 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes, M Canmmegh?

17 MR CAMMEGH. May it please Your Honour, | have got no

18 guesti ons.

19 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: No questions. Thank you. Yes,

20 M  Wagona?

21 CROSS- EXAM NED BY MR WAGONA:
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Q Wtness, | also have sone --

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: M Wagona, you think you will be on

for -- ny eyes are on the clock, not on the watch this tine,
the clock. | don't know. Do you think you will be on for
how | ong?

MR WAGONA:  Maybe, 30 minutes.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Go ahead. If we can't finish now,

wap it up in the afternoon.
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1 MR WAGONA:  Thank you.

2 Q M Wtness, | also have sone questions for you.

3 A Ckay.

4 Q And we'll go back to the beginning of the war in 1991.

5 Now, when the G os cane, in 1991, they cane with Sierra
Leoneans;

6 is that correct?

7 A They were m xed up.

8 Q And you said the Gos did bad things; do you renenber
t hat ?

9 A Yes.

10 Q And you said they also forced children to train; do you

11 remenber that?

12 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: No, | don't renenber that?

13 MR WAGONA:

14 Q They captured and trained civilians?

15 A Yes.

16 Q Now, | suggest to you that the G os were doi ng these bad

17 things and forcing civilians to train together with the

18 Sierra Leoneans they were working with; do you accept that?

19 A No, | disagree. No.

20 Q But the G os and the Sierra Leoneans were working
t oget her,

21 weren't they?

22 A My wife was taken away fromne by the Go. It was not a
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Si erra Leonean who took her away from ne.
Q Now, you nentioned that you saw Sesay and that he had

conr ades; you renenber that?

A Those who cane to greet us, yes, | renenber that.

Q Now, the conrades Sesay had were his bodyguards, weren't
t hey?

A | did not ask to know the difference because | was a
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civilian.

Q And that they were arned, were they not?

A Yes.

Q | suggest to you that some of them were under 15 years

age; you accept?

A I did not see that.

Q And you saw him was it only once, you said?

A I did not see himjust once.

Q And he al ways had these conrades with him not so?

A Yes.

Q And these conrades he had were always arned, weren't

A Yes, but not all of them No signs too when we saw him

cone when he cane with themto us

Q Now, |'m going to ask you about the comunity farmthat

spoke about. And you said that when one was sick they woul d

informtheir | eader and then they woul d not be nade to work;

that right?

A Yes. That was what we did. That was what we did.
Q So the sick person would get permission fromtheir
not so?

A Yes. Nothing would be taken away from you
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Q And you said this farmwas nanaged by both the RUF and

civilians; right?

A Yes. We nmde arrangenents together but we told them

is what we want to do. They ask us:

woul d say yes. Ckay then

Q So in that case a sick person would get permssion from

both their |eader and the RUF, is that right?

go ahead and do it and we would do

A No, it's actually comes fromus. |f
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us. There was -- they had nothing to do with the sol diers.

was fromus. W appointed the | eader anongst ourselves. W,

civilians.

Q But | suggest to you that their |eader would have to

the RUF about this sick person who was not going to work; is

so?

A Yes, we will informthem W wll have to informthem
tell them

Q And you al so said that sone of the harvest was used to

strangers; you recall that?

A Yes, yes.
Q These strangers would be visitors of the RUF, not so?
A Yes. To us, all of us. Mst of our siblings cane.

we were just the sane people. W gave them food.
Q So are you saying that the visitors would be visitors of

both the RUF and the civilians?

A Qur siblings, yes.
Q And it was the RUF who gave this food to the strangers,
S0?
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A Yes, with one accord.

Q Now, some RUFs al so worked on the community farny is
right?

A The farmwhich -- the farm which we nmade?

Q Yes, the community farm

A Just anobngst us. Just we, the civilians, as we were the

ones who made the farm Just we, the civilians.

Q Yes, but |'m suggesting to you that some RUFs al so

there; is that right?

A Hm If it happened, except | was not there, but | did
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see that happening. |In our own area, it did not happen

Q Didn't the RUFs guard the comunity farnf

A Qur farm no. W ourselves had to guard our farns.

Q Wtness, | suggest to you that there were armed RUF nen
supervising the work on the farns; what do you say about that?
A If they get here, they will ask us: Have you done the

wor k? They woul d ask the Gb and we would say: Yes, we have

the work.
Q So the RUF would only conme to ask if the work had been
done; is that your evidence?

A Yes, because we would tell themthat we want to do it

they said: Okay. WII you be able? So when we do it they

just ask us whether we have done the work and we woul d say

Q And when the RUF woul d conme, because this was a tine of
war, they would be carrying guns, not so?

A Yes, they had guns.

Q And | ssa Sesay would also visit the farmwhen civilians
were working there; not so?

A No, no. He did not go to our own farm

Q And civilians did not refuse to work on the community

is that right?
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Qur own work that we were doing, no one refused to work

W didit joyfully. W were happy to do it.

Q

t hey?

A

The civilians could not refuse to work on the farm

If soneone was sick, we would say it.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Put the question again.
MR WAGONA:

Wtness, civilians could not refuse to go and work on
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community farm is that right?

A If they could not refuse to work?
Q Yes.
A We were not forced to work. We were not forced to work.

W didit willingly so that we would have food to eat. W

decided to work. W decided to do that. Yes, we did not

There was no need to refuse.

Q Wtness, | suggest to you that whoever tried to refuse
woul d be puni shed by the RUF; do you accept that?

A No, | disagree. Disagree.

Q | also suggest to you that there were arnmed RUF nmen on

farmto ensure that the civilians worked; do you accept that?
A No.

Q Now, the civilians would be told by the G when to cone

work; is that correct?
A VWhat? What? | did not hear that properly.

Q I"msaying the civilians, the Gbs would tell the

when to conme and work on the comunity farm not so?

A Yes, we were together with G5. W all possessed that

Q And after work, the Gbs would allow the civilians to go

home; not so?
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A After the work, everyone could go to his own farny if

farmis by that part.

Q So it's right that the Gos would allow the civilians to

there; not so?

A After work?
Q Yes.
A Everyone could go to your house or you go where you

where you can find food for yourself.
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1 Q So after work, you would go and find food; not so?
2 A Yes. You would go and find food to eat. After that,
after
_ 3 you finished working, you could go and find food for the
eveni ng
4 and eat.
5 MR WAGONA:  Just a nmonent, Your Honours.
6 Q And this food that you'd go to find, you'd go and | ook
for
7 it in the bush; not so?
8 A Yes. W were farnming in the bushes so we would go to
t he
9 farm W could get food fromthere and eat it, so we would go
10 there and eat.
_ 11 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: M Wagona, it's 1.00. Maybe we can --
is
12 this a convenient point to stop? You will resune your
13 cross-exam nation at 2.30, when we resune.
14 MR WAGONA:  Much obl i ged.
15 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: The Court will rise.
16 [ Luncheon recess taken at 1.00 p.m]
17 [Upon resunming at 2.45 p.m]
18 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Good afternoon, |earned counsel
19 M Wagona, you nmmay proceed to concl ude.
20 MR WAGONA:  Thank you, Your Honour

21 Q CGood afternoon, M Wtness?
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A Ckay, good afternoon
Q We are still talking about the RUF community farm Now,

the civilians who went to work on the conmunity farm woul d

there until after work, not so?
A When we were doing the farmwork with the civilians, we

could work. If we were going to plough, we will plough unti

end, then we are off for the day.

Q And the harvest that you say was given to the strangers
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PRESI DING JUDGE: | didn't quite get that reply clearly.
M Wagona, can you put your question again, please?
MR WAGONA!

Q M Wtness, ny question was that the civilians who went

work on the RUF comunity farmwould stay there until after

not so?
A Yes.
Q And the rice that was given to the strangers, it was the

RUF that nade the decision to give themthat rice, not so?
A Yes.

Q You're saying that after farmng on the comunity farm

woul d build a barn and put the rice there; do you renenber

Yes, we put it up in the barn
Is that where the role of you civilians would end?

Yes. Even our own work that we are doing to it.

o > O >

And you say that you personally were not forced by

to carry any | oads anywhere; do you renenber that?
A Yes.
Q | suggest to you that, after putting the harvest in the

barns, civilians would be made to carry the harvest to
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do you accept

t hat ?

A No, | have not said that. | did not do that.
Q You nentioned --
JUDGE BOUTET: | don't think he has answered your

sir. He answered that he was not nade to do that.

was civilians.

MR WAGONA:

Q Do you accept,

you yoursel f,

w tness, that other civilians,

Your

ot her than

as you have said, were forced to carry the
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of rice on their heads and on foot to Kail ahun?
A Qur own rice? The work that we did, no.

Q You did nmention about the civilian representatives or

civilian | eaders on the community farm do you renenber that?

A Yes.

Q Now, you were one of them weren't you?

A No.

Q Wtness, | put it to you that you were one of the

| eaders hel ping the RUF to force civilians to work on the
community farm do you accept?

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: You want himto accept that?

MR VWAGONA:

Do you accept, or not?

If I was --

THE | NTERPRETER: Can the witness take the last bit,

Honour s?
MR VAGONA
Q Wtness, please repeat your answer.
A Yes.
Q Is it true that you were one of the civilian |eaders

forcing civilians to work on the RUF farmand to carry the

harvest to Kail ahun?
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A No.

Q Wtness, | suggest to you that you were, and that's why

personally were not forced to participate; what do you say to

that ?
A | did not do that at all. | did not do it.
Q Finally, on this farmng, M Wtness, | put it to you

it's not true that civilians worked willingly; they were
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to work on the RUF farms. What do you have to say?
A | said it was the truth. That was the reason | swear on

the Koran, that | was going to speak the truth

Q Was it rice that you cultivated on your personal farnf
A I also harvested -- | also planted cassava, those that
were eating -- | and ny famly were eating.

Q And this cultivation was on a very snall scale, not so?
A No. | have not understood that.

Q The food that you cultivated was very little; is that
s0?

A Thank God God was providing for nme, those that we were
to get.

Q The food was not enough to sustain your fanmly, was it?
A It was sufficient.

Q Sone of the food cultivated by civilians was given to

RUF, not so0?

A Are you asking nme that | --
Q Yes.
A Except | gave it to sonebody. Except ny own food

gave it to sonebody willingly.

Q D d you give sone of that to the RUF conbatants?
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PRESI DI NG JUDGE: M Wtness, would you | ook up? Look

please. | don't know what's -- M Wtness, we want to see

face. You are not talking to the ground.

THE WTNESS: GCkay. Okay. | wanted to listen to the
questi ons.

MR WAGONA:
Q My question was, M Wtness, did you give sone of your

to the RUF conbatants?
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A I would give it to them \en they visited ne, I would

gi ve them sonme to eat.

Q Did other civilians do the same?

A Because where we were, we were not staying together, if

sonebody would neet me at home, | will do mine to that person

Q Wtness, | suggest to you that the RUF, in fact, took by

force the harvest by civilians fromtheir personal fanmly

do you have to say to that?

A As for nme, it did not happen to ne in my own farmwith

eyes, together with nmy famly
Q And | suggest to you that it did not happen to you

personal |y because you were one of the civilian | eaders

for the RUF;, what do you say to that?

A I was not |eader. | did not occupy any position other

that of ny work

Q The RUF school you spoke about existed even before the
not so?

A The RUF school ? This poor school that they opened? As
me, | did not see it there before the war until they came and

opened it.
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Q Chil dren of RUF conbatants attended the school, didn't
t hey?

A Those that were sent to the school, they were not

guns, those that were sent to that school, to us

Q But did children of RUF conbatants attend the school ?
A Everybody. The school was open. As long as you had a
child, you could send a child there. The school was open to

teach everybody. |[|f you had a child, you would send that

to that school
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PRESI DI NG JUDGE: That is not the question, M Wtness.
Put the question to himagain.

MR VAGONA:
Q M Wtness, ny question is: It is true, is it not, that
children of RUF conbatants did attend the school that you

mentioned; is that right?

A Well, they were going about them who were attending
school. But | did not go to the school and distinguish
this RUF, the son, or this RUF child. | did not do that.

Q And the hospital you nentioned treated RUF conbatants

wounded in the war; is that right?

A That one was for us, the one they opened there. As for

i f that happened, they were not bringing themthere. They

taking themto other hospital. But that one, they were

us there and our children

Q And you don't know, do you? Do you know where the

used in that hospital was got fron®
THE | NTERPRETER:  Your Honours, can the counsel take the
question agai n?

MR WAGONA
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Q Wtness, | suggest to you that you do not know where the

medi ci ne that was being used in the hospital came from do you

accept ?
A No.
Q | suggest to you that sone of the nedicine was | ooted by

the RUF from governnent clinics on the front |ines; do you
accept ?
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Was he in the front |ines?

THE WTNESS: No, | cannot accept that because | was not
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1 there. Nobody told nme that. | could not believe that is
true.

2 MR WAGONA:

3 Q You did not go to the front line, did you?

4 A No. That was the reason that | could not believe.

5 Q And you said that the RUF were treating you well in the
Joe

6 Bush; do you renenber that?

7 A Yes.

8 Q Now, while you were in the Joe Bush, the RUF would be

9 fighting at the front Iines, not so?

10 A Yes, they were far away from us.

11 Q And | suggest to you that you do not know how the RUF

12 treated the civilians they nmet at the front lines; do you
accept ?

13 A Wher e?

14 Q When you were in the Joe Bush?

15 A That is the place | amtal king about, the places where
we

16 were. Those things that were happening to us is what | am

17 expl ai ni ng.

18 Q Yes. | get that, but what | am suggesting to you is
t hat

19 while you were in the Joe Bush, you don't know what was
happeni ng

20 to the civilians found on the front lines; do you accept?
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No.

Is that "no," you don't accept?

| said "no," that is it.

So that is it, that you did not know, is that right?
No.

I"msorry, | don't know whether your answer neans that

knew or you did not know what was happeni ng on the front

A

Q

| don't know.

Thank you.
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MR WAGONA:  Your Honours, that concludes the
cross-exam nation. Thank you, Wtness.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Thank you, M Wagona. M Ashraph?

M5 ASHRAPH: There is no re-exam nation of this wtness,
Your Honour.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Thank you. Well, M Wtness, thank

We are finished with you.
THE W TNESS: Ckay. kay.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Thank you for conmi ng.

THE WTNESS: GCkay. | thank you too for protecting me

t oday.
[ The wi tness withdrew
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes, M Jordash. Can we have the next
W t ness?
MR JORDASH. Yes, please. The fifth witness is DI S-177;
| anguage, Mende.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: DI S-1777
MR JORDASH:  Your Honour, yes.
[ The witness entered court]
W TNESS: DI'S-177 [ Sworn]
[ The wi tness answered through interpreter]

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes, M Jordash. You may proceed.
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MR JORDASH. Thank you.

EXAM NED BY MR JCORDASH:
Good afternoon, M Wtness?
Good afternoon.
I"mgoing to ask you sone questions?
Yes.

If there is anything you don't understand,
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me to repeat the question.
A Ckay. Ckay.

Q Now, I'mgoing to ask, if I may, the lady fromthe

and victims unit, with Your Honours' |eave, to cone toward

and if you could tell the lady where you were born so it can

witten down.
A Ckay.
Q O by the Court Managenent.

JUDGE BOUTET: What is it the witness is supposed to

down, because when he spoke to the witness, | didn't hear what

was sayi ng.

MR JORDASH: The witness has a particular job which,

conbi ned with where he was born, might well reveal his

So I'masking, if I can, M George -- | beg your pardon, to
Wtness and Victins Unit -- M Ceorge to go to the witness.
Q And | will ask you to tell the man where you were born,

M Wtness, so he can wite it down on a piece of paper so

we can nmeke sure your identity remains private, okay? Do you

foll ow ne?



20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

A I have not understood you properly.

Q Ckay. |1'mgoing to ask you to tell the Court where you
wer e born?

A MM hrmm

Q And | want you to tell it to the man who's going to cone
over with a piece of paper. Say it to himquietly so he can

wite it on a piece of paper so that it remains private.

A Ckay.
Q Are you foll ow ng?
A kay.
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PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Can you put the question to him now,

M Jordash?
MR JORDASH:
Q M Wtness, tell the man where you were born, please?

Wil st you're there, just so we can keep things short, could

also tell the nan how nany wi ves you have so he can wite it

on a piece of paper?
A. | have two wi ves for now.

MR JORDASH. It's okay, it's out and it's done now.

JUDGE BOUTET: |'mnot sure that woul d be confidential
the extent that he cannot say that publicly. | fail to see
that would reveal his identity. It's not the first w tness

the only witness that has two w ves.
MR JORDASH. Ckay.

PRESI DING JUDGE: It is a norm M Jordash, isn't it.

he is not alone in that norm
JUDGE BQUTET: In that part of the country, | nmean --
MR JORDASH. No, | was anticipating other infornmation

com ng out which, as a cunul ative body of information, mght,

it's done and it can't [overl| appi hg speakers]
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JUDGE THOMPSON: |'d respectfully suggest that it's not

even the norm that's the exception.

MR JORDASH. It's certainly the exception in England.
JUDGE THOWPSON: Wl I, here too.

JUDGE BQUTET: But it's not unusual, let's put it this

MR JORDASH: No, certainly not anobngst our wi tnesses.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: You're tendering that, M Jordash?
MR JORDASH: Yes, if | may tender that as Exhibit 234.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Are you sure it's not 235?
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MR JORDASH. 234, Your Honour
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: 2347
MR JORDASH:  Yes, Your Honour.
[ Exhibit No. 234 was adnitted]
M Wtness, did you go to school ?
[No interpretation].
How ol d are you?
| am 55 years ol d.

And you told us you didn't go to school

VWhat's your job?

> 0 » © » O » O > O >» O P

| was a farner.

OPEN SESSI ON

What do you

Do you have any other job, besides being a farner?

Yes.

What is that?

I ama traditional healer. | heal people.
Where were you in 19917

| was in Pendenbu.

What were you doi ng there?

I went there to heal sonebody.

Who were you there with?

At first I was alone. | went alone when

Did you stay living there on your own?

was caught.

Yes, yes. | stayed there for quite sone tine.



24 Q And after quite sone time, did you live with anyone
el se?

25 A Yes. | went back to where | was staying before,
coll ected

26 nmy wife and cane to Pendenbu

27 Q Where was that place where you collected your wife fronf
28 A Luawa.
29 Q Is that a town, or a village, or an area?
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A A village in Luawa.
What was the village?
Should | give the nane?

MR JORDASH: Wth Your Honour's leave, |'d prefer it if

witness wote it down, with a very specific job Iike that and

specific act.
Q Do you mind again telling the man quietly which town --

sorry, which village it was? The man is going to conme to you

hope.

A At the nonment, the interpreter who is interpreting to

I"mnot getting the questions clearly.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: M Interpreter, or whoever, please,

sure that you interpret the questions to himcorrectly.

take your tinme and do it as accurately as you can so that you

give the replies, as well, as accurately as you can
MR JORDASH:
Q Wiere did you fetch your wives fron? Please tell it to

man quietly.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: | hope the Court Managenent is
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identifying these exhibits for the witness. | hope so,

we don't want to keep repeating this.

> O > O

MR CEORCE: Yes, Your Honour.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: You are doi ng so?

MR GEORCE: Yes, Your Honour.

MR JORDASH:

Now, where were you when you first experienced the war?
I was in Pendenbu when | heard of it, when | went there
When was it, or where were you when you saw it?

Pendenbu.
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Q VWhat did you see?

Well, we were in Pendenbu when -- we were there when

like, tomorrow was a prayer day. At that --

THE | NTERPRETER: Your Honours, can the w tness sl ow

pl ease?
MR JORDASH:
Q M Wtness, just take your time so that the transl ator

fol | ow you.
A Ckay.

Q Just pause there, M Wtness. Can | exhibit the |ast

on a piece of paper as Exhibit 135, please? Sorry?
PRESI DI NG JUDGE:  235.
MR JORDASH: 235?
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes, sir.
[ Exhibit No. 235 was admitted]
MR JCORDASH:

Q Let me ask the questions. It's not your fault, M

it's just the translation takes sone tinme. You've nentioned

was the day before prayer day. And what happened?

A W were seeing people. They were com ng from other
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conmpounds, com ng towards our conpound, carrying | oads on

heads.

Q

A
Q
A

Who were these peopl e?
Those who were staying together in Pendenbu.
Where were they going?

Where? They said the rebels have crossed over and they

were coming to Pendenbu

Q
A

What -- did you do anyt hing?

Vell, nyself, | prepared my own bundl e and foll owed
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who were goi ng.
Q Where did you go?

A Well, they were -- they were big nen. | was just

t hem where they were going.

THE | NTERPRETER:  Your Honours, can the witness repeat

nane of the town?

MR JORDASH:
Q Where were they going, M Wtness?
A Well, they were going to enter Yengema. |t was far away
from Pendenmbu. It was a village in Pendenbu.

MR WAGONA:  Yengenma, Y-E-N-G E-M A

Q This village, was it in Pendenbu or was it far from
Pendenbu?
A From Pendenbu to that town, it's about three and a hal f

m | es, because it was a bush path.

Q Did you go with your famly?

A Yes, we went there together.

Q What did you do when you arrived?

A Wel |, because | was a stranger, when we went there, they
told us not to settle the town. They asked us to go into the

bushes because they told us the rebels were going to Pendenbu

we were asked to go into the bushes, so we were staying there
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together with them

Q Who is they who asked you to go into the bushes? Who's
"they"?

A Well, they were the elders of that town. There was one
call ed Mohamed. He was there in Yengena whom we net there

Q Just so that we're clear, was that Mhaned a civilian?

A Yes, he was a civilian. He was in Pendenbu at the
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in Yengema.

Q And did you go into the bush?

A Yes.

Q And how |l ong did you stay in the bush?

A We were in the bushes about a week, four days.

Q Di d somet hi ng happen after a week and four days?

A While we were there in the bushes, we were hearing the

sounds from Pendenbu.

> 0 >» O > O

bush,
Q
A
Q
A

And di d anyt hi ng happen after the week and four days?
Yes.

Tell the Court what happened?

While we were there, towards the evening --

And what happened?

We saw people were coming with guns in their hands, in

they went and surrounded us in the bush where we were.
And did they speak to you?

Yes, they spoke to us.

And what | anguage did they speak?

VWl l, they were mixed. They were speaki ng sone other

| anguages we coul d not understand, but there were sonme who

speaki ng Kri o.

Q

And what did they say to you?
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Well, they told us that Issa had told themto go into

bush and | ook for civilians and take themto the town so that

could not run away. They told us not to run away.

Q

A
Q
A

Did they say why |ssa Sesay had said that?
VWhen we went to the town, he explained that to us.
Wi ch town did you go to?

We went to Pendenbu, the tine they cane there.
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And did you see |Issa Sesay?

The day he sent to call us, that was the day | set eyes

hi m

Q D d he say anythi ng?

A Yes.

Q What did he say?

A Well, we, the civilians, they've not brought that war

us. That is the reason we were asked to cone out of the

so that we would not be caught -- we will not be shot.

Q Not be shot, is that -- he explained that they had not

for you. Can you explain further what you understood that to

mean?

A They told us that they have not cone for us, we, the
civilians and that we should | eave the bush. It is a gun
bull et cannot choose. If we are intine, they will be able to

protect us.

Q And what did you do after |ssa Sesay made that

A Well, we did not tell any other -- we did not see any

one. Because they have guns, we were afraid. But we did so.

Q Did | ssa Sesay say anything else at that tine?
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Yes, he did sone other thing.
VWhat did he do?

So he asked that those who are indigenes of this town

have conpounds, nove one side, and those who are strangers,

to the other side

Q
A

And did that happen?
Yes.

And what happened when the group had divided in that

So he told us that we, the indigenes, we have conpounds
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that town, let us go to our houses and settle. Those who were
strangers, let themstay with himbecause they did not know
anybody because it was during the war. And so that he went to
our houses and he was protecting them

Q How was he protecting those who were not indigent to

t own?

[ RUFAOCTO7E - CR]

Q How was he protecting those who were not indigent to
t own?
A Vell, they were staying to himin the conpound. And we

were staying in our own houses, we could not tell now how he

protecting them
Q Did you have any food to eat at this tine?

A At that tinme that we cane there was no food, on that

day that we cane, but |Issa gave us food. He gave us food, al

us. Al of us who left the bush, that they brought us into

town, we were given food.
Q Were there any commanders in that town?
A Yes.

Q Who were the comuanders that you know?



21 A Wl |, Mohaned Tarawal | ie at that tine.

22 Q Do you know what |ssa Sesay was at that tine?

23 A At that tinme, he was not occupying any position, as far
24 I know.

25 Q Do you know where the soldiers, or the men with guns in

26 Pendenbu, cane fronf

27 A We did not know where they cane from W did not know
28 where they canme from
29 Q Do you know from whi ch direction sonme of them came fronf
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A Well, we could not tell now, because it was a very big

and | was just fromthe junction of the town.

Q And how did the nen with guns in the town behave?
A Wl |, those who were having guns, they were really
harassi ng us. They harassed us.

Q And those men who harassed you, do you know what

t hey spoke?

A The | onger they were speaking, it was not
It was not like a Krio or Linba. It was -- it was not clear
Q Were there any arned nen from Sierra Leone?

THE | NTERPRETER: Can the counsel take the question

Your Honours?

MR JORDASH:
Q Were there any armed nen in that town from Sierra Leone?
A No. At that tine they went there, | did not see

that were there together who was having gun, except those
strangers, many of them whom we do not know. A good nunber of
them we did not know them

Q How | ong did you stay in Pendenbu?

A CGo over again.

Q How [ ong was it --
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Yes.
-- after you had cone to Pendenbu?
VWll, | was staying in Pendenbu for three years.

And where did you find your food?

> O >» O >

At that time, during that war, |ssa was hel pi ng us.
Sonetimes we would be called by Issa, and then we would go to

him Sonetinmes when we went to him he would distribute food

salt anobng us, and then we went back to our houses.
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Q Were there any neetings held in that town, when you were
t here?

A Pendenbu?

Q Yes.

A Well, if ever they had a neeting, | did not know, but we

did not hold neeting.

Q The nen who were harassi ng you, whose | anguage you did

know, did they stay in Pendenbu, or did there come a tinme when
they left?
A They were staying at that time. They, nore cane at that

time with the war when they had guns, they were staying there.

Q Did there come a tinme when they left?

A Yes.

Q Do you know why they left?

A As for us, they explained to us later, but initially we
didn't know.

Q Who explained to you later?

A So, at that time, M Sankoh explained to us why he has

driven them
Q Were you present when he expl ai ned?
A I was in Pendenmbu at that tinme.

Q Expl ai n.
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whose

Well, he, he went and he called some of them- all of

"Al'l of you that | did not bring for this war, all those
nanes are not l|isted, you should | eave."

Did he explain to you why he wanted themto | eave?

Yes.

VWhat did he say?

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Let's be cl ear about this Sankoh. Who
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he? Sankoh, it is a common nane here. My we be very precise
about the personality and --
THE W TNESS: Foday Sankoh

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Thank you. That is what | was driving

at .

MR JORDASH:

And who is Foday Sankoh, M Wtness?

The person who went -- who took the war to that part of
country.
Q And what did he explain about why he wanted these nen to
| eave?
A Because they were raping our wives. Even if we were

food, they would go and take away that food fromus. He, he

they all becane fed up of that situation. So, for that

Q Did they leave willingly, fromwhat you observed?

A He drove them |Indeed, because initially he asked them

go. Then he told themthat those whose nane were not on the
list, that they shoul d | eave.
Q Did you observe them being driven away?

A Yes, we saw them They were -- they were calling them
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by one. When they are calling you, you will stand sonewhere.
They would look if your name is on the list. |If your nane is
there, it's okay.

Q VWho drove them away?

A VWl l, that one, M Sankoh, at that tine, he nade an
arrangenent. Those whose nane were on the list that were in

toget her, he gave themthe orders so that they should drive

others away fromthe civilians, and that they should go back

their country.
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Q When t hey'd gone, who renai ned?
A Well, those who | eft behind, they were a good nunber of

them people |eft behind, but | cannot recall the nunber of

the people who left, except those who were hel ping us, like

| can remenber his nane.

Q The nen who were left, did they have a nane as a group?
A Go over that again?
Q Did the nen who were left have a name? As a group, did

they have a name?

A Yes.

Q VWhat was that?

A They were called freedom fighters.

Q Free what fighters?

A Freedom fi ghter.

Q Thank you. And the freedomfighters were from which
country?

A Well, | cannot tell you the country they came from

they were mixed. They were many. But all of us were in

Leone.

Q And when the freedom fighters renmai ned, how did they

in Pendenbu?
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A

At that time, we started getting peace. Qur wives were

getting peace. W are allowing our wives to go on their own

> 0 » O > O

Were there any laws in Pendenbu at that tine?
Yes, there were | aws.

Can you renenber sone?

Yes.

Can you explain, please, to the Court?

Firstly, they made a law, soldiers that -- that the
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sol diers could not take any food fromwe, the civilians. That

we have clothes, they would not take themfromus. They told
they woul d not rape.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Sorry, M Jordash

MR JORDASH. No, quite all right.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Pl ease, can you take the question

MR JORDASH: Certainly.
Q Woul d you just explain again what the laws were that you
remenber in Pendenbu?

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: May | have the question that you put

him pl ease?

MR JORDASH. The laws that were in place in Pendenbu

the freedomfighters were there.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Right. That's the question he's
respondi ng to.

MR JORDASH: Yes.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Thank you

MR JORDASH:

Just, if you would, M Wtness, explain the | ans again.

When they drove those one, the follow ng norning, they

gather all of us. They said they were going to nake | aws.
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that were worried about that have left.

sol dier, and you take a food fromany civilian, wll

THE | NTERPRETER:  Your

That you who is a

flog you

Honours, can the w tness sl ow

MR JORDASH: M W tness --
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: M Wtness, gently, gently.
MR JORDASH:
Q Just go back two sentences and take your tinme, M
A well, first, they made a | aw that nobody shoul d seize
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property froma civilian. A soldier could not seize any

property.

Q You al so nentioned rape. Wis there a | aw about that?
A Yes.

Q What was the | aw?

A They nmade a law if you rape anybody's wife, they wll

you and put you into a guard-room
Q Now, at the time the nen who had been harassing you were

present, what was the age of the youngest age of their

the men who had been harassing you?

A Go over that again. | could not understand it

Q The nen who had been harassing you, who were driven from
Pendenbu.

A Yes.

Q What was the age of their soldiers?

A I cannot tell you their ages.

Q Can you tell us or give us an idea of the youngest

that these nen had?

A Well, sone of them as | was observing them They could

15 years or 17 years of age.
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Q When the nmen had been driven fromthe area, |eaving the
freedomfighters, did you see the age of the freedomfighters?
A No.

Q Were there any offices in Pendenmbu when the freedom

fighters were there?

A Yes.

Q D d they have any nanes?

A The one | could renenber, Gb.
Q Do you know what the G5 di d?
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A Well, they were there -- we and the soldiers to settle

di sput e between us.

Q Were there any other offices that you can renenber, in
Pendenbu?

A Yes, there was MP office.

Q Do you know what the MP office did?

A At that time, if you harass a civilian, they would bring
you there.

Q Who harassed a civilian?

A If they arrested them they would take themthere.

Q Let's go over that. Wo would they take there for

harassing a civilian.

A The MPs. The MPs, the soldiers who they were calling

The poli ce.
Q Who woul d they take to the office?
A You who harassed a civilian, if that report nissed them

they woul d send those MPs there to arrest you

Q Wul d they arrest civilians, or would they arrest
fighters?
A They were not dealing with civilians. They, as

they were only dealing with that |aws between them anobng



Pendenbu?

Pendenbu.

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

> O »>» O > O

O

Thank you. Did there cone a tinme when you |eft

Yes.

Where did you go?

Vell, | went to Kenewa, but, at first --
Go on.

We |eft. The enem es cane. They were coming to

Who were the enem es?

Those sol di ers who had guns in Daru.
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Q Who told you they were com ng?
A W, the civilians, we were very attentive. Wen they

the enem es were comng, we would find our own way. Now, if

ask ne to tell -- if you ask me to show you the person who was
telling us the enem es were comng, well, | cannot.

Q D d you go al one to Kenewa?

A It was not Kenewa. When we left, | did not go to

Q Where did you go?

A I went to d aayal a, Pendenbu.

Q How | ong did you stay there?

A When we went there, we spent three days there, because
are nmany.

Q When you say were many, were you civilians, freedom

fighters, or both?

A W, the civilians, alone.

Q After the three days in d aayala, where did you go then?
A Vell, | went back to Pendenbu.

Q Who did you go back with?

A Together with ny wives, ny owmn fanmilies, and other

that were noving.

Q How | ong did you stay in Pendenbu?
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I"ve told you, | spent three years there.
After |eaving Pendenbu, where did you go?
I went to Kenewa.

Who did you go to Kenewa wth?

Together with ny own famly.

D d anyone el se besides you and your famly, go to

at that tine?

A

Yes, it was the road, because we were all
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road with other people.
Q Wiy did you go to Kenewa at that tinme?
A Well, it was because of the war, Daru was very close to

that place. That was the reason | took nmy own fanmily and went

Kenewa.
Q Do you know what the freedomfighters did at that tine?
A Yes.
Q What did they do?
A Well, they were there. They were in war front.
THE | NTERPRETER:  Your Honours, can the w tness take the

last bit of his statement?

VR JCORDASH:
Q Coul d you repeat the |last sentence, please, M Wtness?
A Li ke which one?
Q Let me just ask the question again. Wen you went to

Kenewa with your famly, where were the freedom fighters?

A Well, they were everywhere. They were in every towns.
Q What were they doing, fromwhat you observed?
A Sonetimes we could see they were dressed, saying they

going to war front, because sone of them they will cone back
saying they are fromwar front.

Q Where woul d they conme back to?



23 A The pl aces where we were staying.

24 Q What woul d they do when they canme back to the places you
25 wer e staying?

26 A Sonetinmes, when they after some rest, he could go back.
27 Q How did these freedomfighters who were resting treat or
28 interact with the civilians?

29 A Your own type of Mende, | cannot understand at all.
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Q Ckay. Let me try to sinplify the question. Thank you
indicating that. |If you don't understand, you keep pointing
to us that you don't understand. |It's very inportant that you

understand nmy question. Let's try again.

A kay.
Q You' ve told us about the freedomfighters coming to
A Yes.

When they canme to rest, where did they stay?

Sone of them when they came, for those MPs, being

of themfor being arrested, they would stay in the bushes

because they did not accept to go where civilians stay, it was

| aw.

Q When the freedomfighters cane fromthe front, there was

law, is that right?

A Yes.
Q What was the | aw?
A The only | aw there was because, |ssa was not accepting,

you could leave a front line and come and settle anong the

civilians, he could not accept that, that was the real reason
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ti mes why, when they cane, they would go sonewhere el se
Q What couldn't Issa accept? What was unaccept abl e?
A That is why the soldiers -- if you are -- if we were

harassi ng us or taking our property, or, for example, you beat

civilian, he could not accept that -- he could not take that
themat all.

Q When you were in Kenewa, how often did you see |ssa

A I did not see himthere.

Q When the soldiers cane to Kenewa, what was the

i ke between the freedomfighters and the civilians? Did you

SCSL - TRI AL CHAMBER |



Page 92

now,

told

Kai | ahun

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

SESAY ET AL

4 OCTOBER 2007 OPEN SESSI ON

the question, M Wtness?
A I have not understood it yet. Go over it again.
Q When the freedom fighters cane into Kenewa, what was the
relati onship |ike between themand the civilians?
They did not neet us, then we left, we, the civilians.
Where did you go?
We went straight to Buedu
Way did you go to Buedu?

There were enem es driving us.

A

Q

A

Q

A

Q Where were the enenies fron?
A Wl l, they cane from Daru.

Q And how did you travel to Buedu?

A Vel |, after the arrival in Kailahun, that was the tine
M Issa and others canme and told us that when the enenies, now

that the enenm es have now cone, you, the civilians, |eave us
go to Buedu and stay there, and they took some soldiers and

themto accompany us.

Q So if | understand your evidence, you're saying you went
from Kenema to Kail ahun; is that correct?

A No, Pendenbu.

Q You have just spoken about Issa coming to you in

and sayi ng you [m crophone not activated] --
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A Yes.

Q -- what happened?
A Yes.

Q And from Kai | ahun,
A

to go.

Q Why Buedu?

SCSsL -

you went to where?

We went straight to Buedu. That was the place he asked
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1 A Vell, we were civilians, and it was bullet, if we were
very
) 2 close, the bullet will -- would catch us. That was the reason
e

3 asked us to go far away.
_ 4 Q And you said you were acconpani ed by freedomfighters
is

5 that right?

6 A Yes.

7 Q And when you arrived in -- did you arrive in Buedu?

8 A Yes, we arrived there.

9 Q VWhat happened when you arrived there?

. 10 A So, as we arrived there, we sat there. W spent sone

tine

11 there. The enem es came again and drove us fromthere and
t hat

12 why we were scattered all over in the bushes.

13 Q Who did you go into the bush with?

14 A Well, that one, be you a civilian, or soldier, nobody
coul d

15 know where one went.

16 Q Did you see |Issa Sesay in the bush?

17 A Yes.

18 Q [ M crophone not acti vat ed]

19 A Yes, when we net for the first tine.

20 Q What was he doing in the bush?
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A So the place where he went and settled, he was there

protecting us. That it was because of us that he went into

bush; we, the civilians.

Q How di d he protect you?

A Well, he was feeding us. He was telling the civilian
sol diers that they should not harass us. That was the reason

that he has conme near us, so that the soldiers could not

us. So, thank God.

Q How | ong did you stay in the bush?
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A G ema, we spent two, three weeks there, Buedu, in the

before we scattered.

Q Where did you scatter and go to?

A VWll, | was in the environs, because | did not know the
towns in that district, so | was in those bushes

Q Where did you go to after the bushes, M Wtness?

A Well, | did not just |eave and go anywhere. W were

sitting down one day and we heard that |ssa has asked us to --

THE | NTERPRETER:  Your Honours, can the w tness sl ow

MR JORDASH:
Q M Wtness, just go over that answer again slowy,
A When we were in those bushes, he, |Issa, we were

but we were sitting down. W saw people wi th guns cane,

that |Issa has asked themto cone and collect the civilians.

has seen a place where we should go and stay in G ena
Q Who told you that?

A Wll, it was Bra Issa. W saw people that he said that

shoul d go where he was staying.

Q And did you go?
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A Yes, happily.
Q And do you know how many ot her people went, happily?

A Ch, there were a good nunber of people. | cannot tel

the nunber now, because there were a good nunber of people.
Q And these people, were they civilians or soldiers?

A That one, civilian or soldier, all the people. The
nmovement they said that Bra |Issa has asked us to go to G ena.
Everybody was just com ng out, going.

Q What were the freedom fighters doi ng when you went

to G ema?
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A When we were going to Gema, it was in Gema. It is not
G ehun.

Q Sorry, ny pronunciation. Wat were the freedomfighters

doi ng when you went to G ema?
A Wel |, they were not doing anything. They were only
protecting us, until my aunty, they took us to Bra, but nobody

could just go and settle into your own bush. You would first

to Issa, wite your name and your family, and the names of

famly.
Q And where did you stay when you arrived at G ema?
A Well, I went to one village.

THE | NTERPRETER: Your Honours, can the wi tness take the

name of that town again.

MR JORDASH:
Q M Wtness, just go back to the begi nning of your
I will just ask the question again. Were did you go when you
A Kunbal a.

MR JORDASH: K-U-MB-L-A [sic], | think.
Q Where is Kunbala, M Wtness?
A Vell, it was around Gema, the village -- the village in

G enm.



22 Q And who did you go there with?

23 A Together with ny owmn famly. WelIl, that one, there were
a

24 good nunber of us, but with my own famly, all of us went
t here.

25 Q And did you stay in the village?

26 A Yes.

27 Q And how |l ong did you stay in the village?

28 A We were there nore than -- for nore than two years.

29 Q And how did you find food in the village?
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A Vell, we were | ooking for bush food, |ike bush yam

Q Who did you go into the bush with?

A When we were going there, they would give us soldiers.
They will continue to protect us until we cone back.

Q Who gave you sol diers?

A It was M Issa who was giving us that assistance.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Because this running around with |ssa

about, [m crophone not activated] novenents around Issa is
protecting them here.
THE W TNESS: Go over that again.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: What was noving then? |s it because

were attacked by enemies, that |ssa was noving around with

MR JORDASH. | will clarify that.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Al right.
MR JORDASH:
Q You' ve tal ked about noving fromtowns because of the

enem es, and you tal ked about the enemi es coning from Daru and

A Yes.
Q Do you know who t he enemi es were working for?
A VWhat ?
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Q Let me ask a sinpler question. Wre the freedom

your eneny?

A No. W were staying there for them They were

us.

Q Who were the enem es attacking?

A Well, they were conming to the freedomfighters. They

comng to the places where they were and then they were

guns, and they were crossfiring.

Q And do you know who the enem es worked for? Do you know
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who they worked for?

A No. That one, | cannot show anybody that they were

for this particul ar person.

Q D d you see any aeroplanes during this tinme?

A Yes.

Q And when the aeropl anes cane, what did they do?

A Well, there was a law that in the norning, we should be

the bushes. We should spend the day in the bushes.
Wy ?
For that particul ar aeroplane that was com ng.

What did the aeroplane do when it cane?

> O > O

Well, it was shooting guns, killing people we are

Who did it kill?
Wl |, that why anybody that would cone --

THE | NTERPRETER: Your Honours, can the w tness take

sent ence agai n?

MR JORDASH:
Q Coul d you repeat your answer, please, M Wtness. Wo
the enenmies -- who did the --
A Wien they were shooting that fire, they would be up in
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sky, and then they shoot it. You, if you are caught on the
ground, then the bullet will kill you.

Q And did the aeroplane which cane kill civilians, or

fighters, or both?

A Both. It did kill civilians and sol diers.

Q Did the freedomfighters do anythi ng about the aeropl ane
whi ch came to kill both?

A Wien we used to see it we would hide away. Whatever it

did, I wouldn't know, because everybody, when they heard the
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sound, would go into the bush, running.

Q What did the freedomfighters say you, civilians, should

when t he aeropl ane cane?

A They sai d when the aeropl ane approaches, we should go

the bush, or wherever you were standing, you should stay put,

because if you do nove, they would identify the place where

wer e hi di ng.

Q Were you ever told why the aeroplane was killing
A No.
Q Now, just dealing with Kunbal a agai n; when the aeropl ane

came, did you stay in Kunbala Village?
A In that Joe Bush?

Q When t he aeropl ane cane over and you were in Kunbal a,

you stay in the village?

A Yes, Kunbala. We were there and they too were in the

Q Right. And when you were in the bush, was anyone

after you?
A Yes.

Q VWho was | ooki ng after you?
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A

The freedom fighters were | ooking after us. CQur

was in our own hands, the civilians.

Q
A

> O > O >

Were there any offices in Kunbal a?
No, there were no offices there.

Do you know where |ssa Sesay was when you were in

Yes.

Where was he?

He was in G ema Town.

Did you go to G ema Town?

Yes, we used to go there.
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Q VWhat did you go to G ema Town for?
A There was a hospital there. W would go there for

treatnment. We would go there for treatnent, for nedicines

somebody falls ill.

Q Did you go to the hospital ?

A Yes.

Q And do you know anyone el se who went to the hospital ?
A Repeat the questi on.

Q Besi des yourself going to the hospital, do you know

el se who went to the hospital for treatnent?
A Many. Those of us who were there. CQur doctors were --
that man facilitated our treatnment, said he should treat us.
Cvilians, soldiers, we used to go there.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Wich man? Wich man facilitated the
treatnent ?

THE WTNESS: Well, it was M I|ssa, and the others who

to tell us that he was bringi ng nmedicine.
MR JORDASH:

Q Do you know or did you becone aware of anyone being

treat nent ?

A Oh, no, there was nobody |like that. There was no
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di scrimnation.

Q Did you have to pay for treatnent?

A Ch, no, we had nothing. W wouldn't pay anyt hing.

Q Was there any other activities in Genma Town, besides
hospi tal ?

A Yes.

Q What el se was there?

A We used to have supplies. They used to supply us.
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Q Who used to supply you?

A Vell, there were white people. Wite people.

Q Who did the white people work with?

A Vll, | can't tell with whomthey were working. W just

used to see where they brought the supplies and they woul d

us to go and attend the supplies.

Q Have you ever heard the initials ICRCC M Wtness?

A I can't explain anything in relation to that.

Q kay. What did the white people do in G em?

A They used to carry food for us, corn soya neal and --

THE | NTERPRETER:  Your Honour, can the wi tness repeat

type of foodstuff they used to receive?

MR JCORDASH:

What food did you receive fromthe white people?
They used to bring bl ended.

Anyt hi ng el se?

And bul gor wheat .

o > O > O

And do you know what the relationship was between the

peopl e and the freedom fighters?

A Well, their relationship, | can't say that | used to

anything in relation to that, apart fromthe supplies that we
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used to receive.

to our bushes.

Q
A
Q
A
all,

Q

And when we received the supplies, we

Were there any offices in G enma?

Yes, the Gb.

Were there any other offices in G em?

Yes. There were other offices there, but | can't

because | was in the bush. | did not nornmally cone to

Besi des t he Gb,

can you think of one other?
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A G5 and MP. Those are the offices that | would go to.
Q Did the MPs do any work?

A Yes.

Q And what work did the MPs do?

A They were there, followi ng the soldiers who'd harassed

Whoever harassed us, they would arrest you and take you to
Q What woul d happen to that person, fromwhat you

A Sonetinmes if you went there, they would beat you up, or
they woul d give you a place for you to brush
Q Was there any farming at this tine?
THE | NTERPRETER: Can | earned counsel kindly repeat the
question?
MR JORDASH:
Q Was there any farmng at this tine?
A Yes. Later.
Q Who had the farnms?
A We, too, used to make farnms. Everybody used to nmake his
her own farm \Woever was able to do so
Q Where were these farns?
A VWhere we stayed, that's where we cultivated the farnms in

t he bushes.
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D d anyone supervise the farns?

Vel |,

if you cultivated your owmn farm you would be

supervising it yourself.

Q
your sel ves?

A

Q

VWhat happened to the farns that you cultivated for

What happened to the products?

We woul d eat them ourselves. W did nothing with them

Besi des persona

Yes,

farms, were there any other farns?

there were farms there.
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Who el se had farns?

Well, Issa hinself cultivated a farm He had his own

Who worked on Issa's farnf?

Wll, that's his owmn farm W were doing his work

he was | ooking after our lives. So whatever work he had, it

our responsibility, but it was not forcefully, but it was our
responsibility.

Q And how were people treated on the farn®

A Oh, when we went there, oh, there was so nuch happi ness.
In fact, we would eat there. Watever we wanted himto do for
us, he would do for us. There was no fuss. |In fact, we thank
God. W thank God for him

Did you work on the farmat all?

Ch, three times, even.

And how were you treated on the farnf

> O > O

When we went, he would give us food to eat, and after

he woul d buy us cigarettes, and we would return to our bushes
where we stayed.

Q Now you have tal ked about Issa's personal farm and your
personal farns. Was there any other kind of farnf

A Yes. We cultivated a farm a community farm
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Q A community farnf

A Yes.

Q And how was this organi sed?

A Well, the civilians who were | eadi ng us assenbl ed us.

Q And what did they do when they'd assenbl ed you?

A Well, they said they wanted us to cultivate a conmunity
farm

Q Way did they want you to cultivate a community farn®
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A They sai d because the war is still on, it's not over
so we cultivated a farm and it was there. That's the -- the

products fromthat farm we would send themto the front

If we had strangers, we would be feeding themon the products

the farm

Q And who were the strangers who were being fed fromthe
farn®

A Well, the strangers used to go there. | cannot note al
t hem

Q Do you know where the strangers cane fronf

A We used to hear sonetinmes that they came from over the
river.

THE | NTERPRETER: Correction, interpreter: Over sea,

we did not know over which sea. | did not know over which
MR JORDASH:

Q And do you know how the strangers were treated?

A Yes.

Q How were they treated?

A Sonetimes when they went, and they said elderly people
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conme, senior people have cone, we would provide accombpdati on

them and we'd cook for themand take the food to where they

staying. But sonetinmes the place they stayed, we woul dn't

Q Wiere was the comunity farn®
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: M Jordash, it is 4.30. W normally

break at this point intinme. Didyou want to pursue a few

questions?
MR JORDASH:. Anot her 15 minutes at nost, | think.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: W nay rise now and resune for you to

continue and to conclude, maybe. Right?
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MR JORDASH:  Happi | .
[Break taken at 4.31 p.m]
[ RUFO4CCTO7E - M|
[ Upon resuming at 5.00 p. m]

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes, M Jordash, please, you nay

MR JORDASH: Thank you.
Q M Wtness, we were tal king about the community farm and

can you tell the Court where the farmwas, the name of the

A Yes.

Q Where was it?

A That farmwas cultivated at the, behind G ehun

Q T-UK-P-AAGB-E-HUN And do you know anyt hi ng about

it was organi sed, where the people cane fromto work on the

A Yes.
Q Pl ease expl ai n?

We ourselves cultivated the farm W oursel ves

the farm
Q And who's "we"?
A Those of us who were there, we, the civilians.

Q Do you know how many people worked on the farmin a day?
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No sonetinmes 30 people would go there and sonetines
Who deci ded who worked on the farnf

Vell, it was M Sel |l u.

And who is M Sel | u?

M Sellu was there, in Kailahun

What did M Sellu do, did he have a job?

He was a chief. W appointed himchief.

And how did he arrange who worked on the farnf

Vel l, when we were ready, people were given us --
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THE | NTERPRETER:  Your Honours, can the wi tness please

slowy and repeat his answer.
MR JORDASH:

Q Yes, just repeat the answer slowy, M Wtness, please?
Peopl e were given by towns.

Q And what role did Chief Sellu play, in getting people

t he towns?

A Li ke our rule was, we were under orders.

Q Whose orders?

A W were under Issa's orders at that time

Q And how did the orders work?

A Sonetinmes we would say if it were Bandaj uma, we woul d

Bandaj uma ten people or Kenema ten people, G ema ten people.
That's how we woul d get these people.

Q And did the people -- let nme start that again. How were
the people treated on the farn?

A Well, on that farm when we went to do the work on that
farmit was a happy event. |If fact we would eat food there.
What ever was nice they would do for us there and sonetines, if
you were not told you woul d not be happy to go there. Because

you woul d go there and feel happy. As long as there was food
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> O >» O > O

Did you go to the farn®

Ch, yes.
Why did you go to the

W went to work there.

farnf?

We ourselves would do it.

How were you treated on the farn®

On that farm when we

THE | NTERPRETER:  Your

SCSL -
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fast.

MR JORDASH:
Q Sl ow down, M Wtness. G ve the answer agai n but

Repeat your answer, M Wtness?
A Wen we went to the farm we would go there in happi ness

and we would eat a | ot of food there.

Q Do you know what happened to the produce fromthe farnf
A Li ke what ?

Q Wel |, when the farm was harvested, what happened to the
pr oduce?

A We woul d share it and eat it.

Q Who would it be shared with, or between?

A Well, the |l eaders, those who were | eading us there

Q And who was | eadi ng you there?

A M Sellu. He was |eader of the farmng.

Q And was Sellu a civilian or a fighter?

A He was a civilian.

Q Did Chief Sellu do anything el se besides arrange the

It was only the farmng that | knew.
Do you know how he was selected to be chief?

When they were appointing him | was not there.

o > O F

Were there any -- were you aware of any schools in the
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when you were --

A Yes.

Q Where was this school, or school s?

A There was a school in G enma

Q Who went to the school ?

A My own children used to go there. W put all the

in the school. |In fact, they made it as a rule, that whoever
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1 a child should send that child to school
2 Q Who made the rul e?
3 A It was M Issa who made the rule.
4 Q And when you say whoever had a child, was there any
5 di scrim nation?
6 A No, there was no discrimnation. |If you went to your
hone
7 town, as long as you had your children or child, you would
send
8 that child to the school
9 Q D d you pay for schooling?
10 A No, we did not pay at all
11 Q At the time you were in Kunbala, and the tinme of the
12 farmng in Gem, did you know anyone call ed Sal een?
13 A I used to know one person called Saleem W were there
14 t oget her.
15 Q Was Sal eem a soldier or a civilian?
16 A Vell, we were all civilians.
17 Q VWhat did Sal eem do?
18 A Sal eem he was there; he would find food for us. They
19 woul d send himto go and find food for us.
20 Q Where woul d he go?
21 A He and the Quineans had an arrangenent. That was where
we

22 were getting food from
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Q

What kind of food were you getting as a result of the

arrangenment with the Gui neans?

A

Q
A
Q

The first one was salt.
Anyt hi ng el se?
And ri ce.

And what kind of arrangenent was it with the QGui neans;

did the salt cone fromthe Qui neans?
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1 A When palm oil pal mwas harvested they woul d take that

2 across and they would bring themto us.

3 Q They woul d take the palmoil to where?

4 A At the river, the Quinean river.

5 Q And do you know who organi sed this trade?

6 A Yes.

7 Q Who organised it?

8 A Vell, it was |ssa.

9 Q How do you know I ssa arranged it?

10 A How | knew, because he said, he told his MP, those MPS
who

11 were there, he told themto find out where we woul d get our
sal t

12 from to buy.

13 Q Was it easy to find salt at this tinme?

14 A Ch, it was not easy.

15 Q Who was the salt given to?

16 A Vell, it was Sal eem who had the contract.

17 Q VWhat did Saleemdo with the salt?

18 A When you went with your palmoil they would bring the
sal t

| 19 for you and you woul d exchange it. You, who would take the

salt,

20 that woul d be yours.

21 Q Wiere did the palmoil cone fron®



22 A We were harvesting oil palm W used to harvest oil
pal m

23 Q Who's "we"?

24 A W, the civilians who were there, we used to harvest oil
25 pal m

26 Q Did you know a man at this time called O Jalley?

27 A Yes.

28 Q Who was he?

29 A Vel |, we used to hear that he was an M.
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Q Do you know who he wor ked under or for?

A At that time, when we were there, he was working under
| ssa.

Q D d you see hi m worKking?

A Hm OJalley?

Q Yes.

A Yes.

Q What was he doi ng?

A He was there. \Woever harassed a civilian, he would

you and bring you al ong.

Q

OJalley | think is OJ-AL-L-E-Y. O apostrophe. Did

stay in Kailahun to the end of the war, M Wtness?

o >» 0 » O » O > O P

Yes.

From Kunbal a, where did you go?

I went straightaway to Kailahun in ny village, Kenewa.
Do you know where you were in 1998, M Wtness?

I was in Kunbal a.

D d you hear about a nan called Mosquito?

Yes.

D d you hear about anything he'd done in 1998?

Yes.

Can you explain what it was you heard?
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Yes, yes.
What was it, M Wtness?
Vel |,

at that tine when they arrested the Kanmjors, they

arrested sone people saying they were Kanmjors.

Do you know what happened to those people who were

Q
arrest ed?
A Vel |,

was not there but | heard of

SCSL -

TRI AL CHAMBER |

it and |

cane and



SESAY ET AL

Page 110
4 OCTOBER 2007 OPEN SESSI ON

1 it myself.

2 Q What did you see when you cane and saw it yoursel f?

3 A So, when | came, | net people. They've taken them out,

4 they' ve killed them they've shot them dead.

5 Q And when you saw that, do you know when that had
happened?

6 How | ong before you --

7 A It was during the day; towards the evening.

8 Q And did you go on that day, the very day?

9 THE | NTERPRETER:  Your Honours, can the w tness take
t hat

10 last bit. Can the |earned counsel take that question again?

11 MR JORDASH:

12 Q Did you go on the very day that the killing occurred?

13 A Yes.

14 Q Do you know, or did you hear where |Issa Sesay was, on
t hat

15 day?

16 A Yes. | know where he was.

17 Q Where was he?

18 A He was in Kono at that tine.

19 Q Ckay. Just pause there

20 PRESI DI NG JUDGE:  Yes.

21 MR JORDASH: | think Your Honour m ght have m ssed the

22 witness saying that Issa Sesay was in Kono on the day that the
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Kamaj ors were kil l ed.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: ©Oh, yes, yes. | heard it. | heard

MR JORDASH: Right. Not that | wanted to enphasise it
but --

Q M Wtness, |'ve alnpbst finished asking you questions

there will be sone nore questions from other people, but --

A | amready to answer.
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Q -- when you were in Kunbala and | ssa Sesay had arranged

personal farm and arranged the things you' ve spoken about,

this tinme, when was the next tinme you saw | ssa Sesay?

A Well, at that tine, the tine | went to Kono to | ook for
child. | went and net himthere. He was the one who took ne
Kono.

Q Wiy did he take you to Kono?

A W net himin one village. He left from Kono Town. He
came to one village. W net himthere.

Q And how did he treat you when you net himthere?

A Oh, he was grateful. Where | net themhe really showed
that he knew ne and --

Q And, M Wtness, do you know when you were in Kunbal a

| ssa Sesay lived with? Wwo lived with hinP
A VWell, | cannot know all of them now, but | know sone of
t hem

Q Who do you know?

A Well, sonme of themare not there now Some of themare
dead.
Q Vell, were the people who lived with himcivilians or

sol di ers or both?
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Yes, there were civilians who were nany, who were

to himbecause soldiers, as you cane, you would go straight to

front

Q

her e,

line. It was civilians who were nmany, staying with him
Do you know why they were staying wth hin®

Ch, yes.

Wy ?

The way he was treating us. Even nyself, sitting down

I was for himtogether with ny famly
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Q So, how was he treating the civilians living with hinf
A So, we were working for him There was no work to do

hi m but he was supposed to feed us. So that was the reason,
because he was feeding us, that was the reason we were staying
with him

MR JORDASH. |'ve got no other questions at this tineg,
M Wtness, but there will be some nore questions. Thank you.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: M Wtness, you say Kamajors were shot
and killed. In what town did this incident take place?

THE WTNESS: In Kailahun Town.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Kai | ahun Town?

THE W TNESS:  Yes.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Thank you. Yes, M Touray, if you --

MR TOURAY: Can | cone tonorrow?

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: That is fine. | thought that you

need only about five mnutes.

MR TOURAY: | could take that in the norning.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: You could take five nminutes in the
nmorning. What if, like you reject an offer, we ask you to
continue, would you reject the offer at the gate?

MR TOURAY: Right now, sir?

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes, it would be a constraint that you



9.

30.

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

do. W won't go that far.

adj ourn the proceedi ngs of today,

Yes, M Hardaway?

MR HARDAWAY:

PRESI DI NG JUDGE:

W won't go that far.

At the Court's pleasure.

exhi bits, your four pages.

MR HARDAWAY:

M four,

SCSL -

actually, it's six.

TRI AL CHAMBER |

Ve will

and resune the session at

Can we take that tonorrow, please?

I"msure you are coming on with your

can cone
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21

SESAY ET AL

4 OCTOBER 2007 OPEN SESSI ON

t he nor ni ng.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Wl l, you have sonme nore time now to

it in order and to redistribute themto your colleagues, so

we nove expeditiously tonorrow norning

MR HARDAWAY: No need for redistribution, Your Honour

| take the Court's suggestion
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: That's all right. Well, we'll adjourn
court.

[ Wher eupon the hearing adjourned at 5.30

to be reconvened on Friday, the 5th day of

Cct ober 2007 at 9.30 a.m]
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EXH BI TS:

Exhi bit No. 231

Exhi bit No. 232

Exhi bit No. 233

Exhi bit No. 234

Exhi bit No. 235

W TNESSES FOR THE DEFENCE:

WTNESS: DI S-074

EXAM NED BY M5 ASHRAPH

CROSS- EXAM NED BY MR TOURAY

CROSS- EXAM NED BY MR WAGONA

WTNESS: DI S-177

EXAM NED BY MR JORDASH



