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[ RUF5OCTO7A - JS]
Friday, 5 Cctober 2007
[ The accused present]
[ The witness entered court]
[ Open session]
[ Upon conmencing at 9.45 a.m]
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Good norning, |earned counsel. W are
resum ng our proceedings. Yes, M Hardaway?

MR HARDAWAY: Yes, Your Honour, | don't knowif this

be an appropriate tine to finally deal with the matter of the
exhibit fromyesterday. It would be very, very brief.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes. You are may proceed, M

MR HARDAWAY: Thank you, Your Honour. First off good
nmor ni ng, Your Honours.
PRESI DING JUDGE: | hope it is fully in order now

MR HARDAWAY: It is in order. By way of explanation,

Honour, the docunments which were subnmitted to the Court

were the docunents that the Prosecution received fromthe

evidence unit. |It's true as M Canmegh stated that the |ast

is a duplicate of one of the other pages but that had nothing

do with the Prosecution. That is what was received fromthe
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evi dence unit known as SEAPA so it is that conplete work that

woul d submit to the Court as the replacenent and how t he Court

woul d deemto use that extra page. It could ignore it, be at

di scretion of the Court.

JUDGE BQUTET: Can you enlighten me? | don't know of

organi sation called the evidence unit, where all the exhibits,
whatever it is, is it sonething within your own organisation?

I'"'mnot famliar with it.
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MR HARDAWAY: Well, it's physically located within the

Your Honour, but it's where the docunments that were stanped

the ERN nunbers and that is where -- that is where we

it from W don't have any say of when it was subnitted, and

was stanped by that organisation. W had no say in what was

stanmped or even what was subnitted. As a courtesy, when we

out that it was inconplete, we went to the evidence unit to
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for the conplete packet and this is what they handed to us.
JUDGE BOUTET: So by evidence unit you nmean this is the
evidence unit of the Special Court? W' re not talking here of
somet hi ng under the control of the OTP?
MR HARDAWAY: To ny understandi ng, Your Honour, that's
correct.

JUDGE BOUTET: Okay. Now |I'mjust trying to understand

PRESI DING JUDGE: |1'mnot aware that Court has an

unit.

MR HARDAWAY: Well, that's the term--

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: | wonder if the evidence unit will be
t aki ng possession and be controlling an exhibit for the

Prosecution or for the Defence. I'"'mnot aware of it.

JUDGE BOUTET: O maybe it is sone organisation that is
under the control of the Court Managenment. | don't know. |'m

just trying to see what this neans this nmorning. But --

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes, M Jordash?
MR JORDASH: Can | go into that?
PRESI DI NG JUDGE:  Yes.

MR JORDASH: It is not a part of the Prosecution, |'d

to see inside it because |'ve never had access to it and have

al ways presuned it was part of the Prosecution. But it would

SCSL - TRI AL CHAMBER |
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great to see inside

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: You mean you want the veil lifted

MR JORDASH. Yes, please.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: You want the veil lifted again?

MR JORDASH. Yes, pl ease.

JUDGE THOMPSON: My curiosity is of what rel evance woul d
that be, in ternms of the custody from which the docunent is
com ng? Wre there not the proper foundation laid for its
adm ssibility? And the conditions for --

MR HARDAWAY: This was, | understand this was originally

Def ence exhi bit, Your Honour
JUDGE THOVPSON:  Yes.

MR HARDAWAY: And it was submtted. It becane known

it was inconplete.
JUDGE THOWPSON:  Yes.

MR HARDAWAY: And for the issue of conpl eteness we had -

JUDGE THOWMPSON: But it passed the nuster of

MR HARDAWAY: Apparently it did on 15 May 2007 --
JUDGE THOWPSON: So why is the custody fromwhich it was

originally nowin issue? | would have thought that in



21 jurisdictions perhaps, custody fromwhich docunments cone can

al so
22 becone an issue in the adm ssibility equation. | think we
have
23 passed that stage. Al we need to do is to admt this
docunent ,
24 if it has already been --
09:53:25 25 MR HARDAWAY: That is the reason why [overl apping
26 speaker s] .
27 JUDGE BOQUTET: My question had nothing to do with
28 adm ssibility.
29 JUDGE THOWPSON: | was not addressing that. | was
nerely
SCSL - TRI AL CHAMBER |
SESAY ET AL
Page 5
5 OCTOBER 2007 OPEN SESSI ON
1 raising it because | thought this seens to be, to ne, a lega
red
2 herring at this stage.
3 MR HARDAWAY: |t's not actually in terns of
adm ssibility,
4 Your Honour. It's an issue for conpl eteness.
09:53:43 5 JUDGE THOWPSON:  Yes, of course.
6 MR HARDAWAY: That's the only reason we're subnitting it
7 and --

8 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: But there shouldn't be superfluity, in
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its conpl eteness. Wy should you be tendering to this Court a
docunent with two pages which are of the sane identity? Wy
don't you put that exhibit in order and just tender what you

require to conplete the exhibits that are already on the

MR HARDAWAY:  Your Honour, originally it was a Defence
exhibit. Qut of courtesy we found that it was -- ny
under st andi ng was - -

MR JORDASH: We exhibited it but we received it fromthe
Prosecution, | understand. | think the solution, if | can
suggest, is for the evidence unit, which is a part of the

Prosecution, to say where they got it from and how t hey

it and what state it was in when they received it because |I'm
presum ng the Prosecution have taken a note of the chain of

custody of the exhibits within the evidence unit and within

own or gani sati on.

JUDGE THOMPSON: That's ny difficulty. Haven't we

that stage now? Wiat | think counsel is trying to dois to

to correct sone om ssion here whereby sonme docunent was

as an exhibit, but in an inconplete formand the practice has
al ways been to have the docunents in their conplete form

exhibited as indicated. So if we are going to go back to the

SCSL - TRI AL CHAMBER |
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so-cal |l ed evidence unit, are we going to reopen the issue of
proper custody and | nmake the point. |'mjust asking.
MR JORDASH: Vel l, | suppose if the evidence unit said,

"Actually, we do have the last two pages,"” Your Honours night

take the viewthat it's better to have the full docunment as

received by the evidence unit in evidence. But Your Honour

well be right, that we have passed that point and it should be

exhibited as it is. But | would respectfully suggest, if

is any |light which can be shed on this issue by the evidence
unit, then the evidence unit should shed that |ight.

JUDGE THOWPSON: | take back ny position. | nerely

out of judicial curiosity but | don't intend to conplicate the
process.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Well, | think -- do we have a copy of

exhibit that is already on record? Do we have it in court?

you perchance have it here? Court Managenent? The one which

admtted, is it here? The one which we adnm tted and narked,

the one which is in the Judges' records. That is what | want

see. M Hardaway.

MR HARDAWAY: Yes, Your Honour
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PRESIDING JUDGE: |I'mafraid, let us just hang on. They
will bring to us what is already before the Court.

MR HARDAWAY: | under stand.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: And we'll be able to make an inforned
decision on it in this.

MR HARDAWAY: The whol e purpose of submitting this is in
the i ssue of conpl eteness, Your Honour

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: No, no, we understand, but we are just

aski ng Court Managenent to get -- to produce what we al ready
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so that we can see howto treat this docunent before | admt

Right. | suppose there is no other issue? M Touray, may we
turn to you for your cross-exam nation of this w tness?
MR TOURAY: Thank you, Your Honours. Good norning.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Good norning, M Touray.
W TNESS: DIS-177 [Conti nued]
[ The wi tness answered through interpreter]
CRGCSS- EXAM NED BY MR TOURAY:
MR TOURAY:

Q Good norning, M Wtness.
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A Good norning, sir.
Q Now, yesterday in your evidence you spoke about pal m oi

bei ng harvested and that palmoil was taken to the Qui nean

and exchanged for salt; do you renenber?
A Yes.

Q And you said one Saleemwas the internediary in

this process?
A Yes.

Q Now, the palmoil that was sent for exchange, was it --

it belong to the civilians or to the RUF novenent ?
A We woul d do the processing; it belonged to us.
Q Thank you. And you are not aware of any pal moil being

used as subscription by the civilians to the RUF novenent for

war effort?

THE | NTERPRETER: Your Honours, can | earned counse

the question, please.
MR TOURAY:
Q You were not aware of any contributions or subscription

made by civilians in the formof palmoil to the RUF novenent
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support of the war; that did not happen?
A No. The palmoil we processed, it was just for our own

use, that we had to exchange it for salt. W did not process

and give it to RUF for the war. It was for us, the civilians.

Q You're al so not aware of any contribution of cacao by

civilians to the RUF novenent in support of the war as your

subscription whilst in Gem?
A | did not see that happen. |If it happened, | didn't see
it.

Q And you yoursel f made no contribution of produce

to the RUF in support of the war, whilst in Genma?
A No. | worked for nyself and ny famly, and supported ny
famly.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: |Is learned counsel limting it only to
G ema?

MR TOURAY: Yes, G enmn

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Only to G ema?

MR TOURAY: Yes, Gena. That is the evidence.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: So the response which is on record is

that he never made any contribution to support the war effort

G emn?
MR TOURAY: In respect of produce.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: In respect of produce.

MR TOURAY:  Yes.
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Q Wil st you were in G ema, or Kunbala, which is a village

now in G ema, or perhaps in the zoo bush, no one approached

to nmake any contribution of produce in support of the war? No
one approached you?

A No. No. In ny own bush, it's ny famly. Nobody did
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ask nme for that.

Q And did you see that happen to anybody whilst in G ema?
A Li ke what ?
Q Li ke peopl e being asked to contribute produce in support

the war. Did you see at that happen?
A I did not see it happen. | was in the bush

THE | NTERPRETER ~ Your Honours, the interpreter would

to nake a correction.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes, please.

THE | NTERPRETER: The response given before this one,

interpreter had said, "Nobody did not ask ne for that." It

shoul d have actually been, "Nobody approached ne for that."
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MR TOURAY: Thank you.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Is it, "Nobody approached ne for

or, "Nobody asked ne for that"?

Q

chi ef,

> 0 » O >» O >

THE | NTERPRETER: " Nobody approached nme for that."

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Thank you. Yes, M Touray?

MR TOURAY:

Yest erday you nentioned that the civilian commander,
was one Sel | u?

Yes.

Did he have a deputy?

Yes.

What was his nane?

He was naned -- called M Aruna.

Aruna, what, Gbondo?

I don't know his surnanme. | just know the Aruna nane

we used to call him

t he

Q Wiilst in Gem, did you neet a gentleman by the name of
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Bri ma Aruna?

A Brima Aruna? No. |If even he was there, | did not see
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Q What about Aruna Fat oma?

Well, | could not quite remenber his own issue. W were

different areas.
Q Yes, but did you hear about the nane Aruna Fatoma?

A There were nmany Fatoma people. But the only Fatoma, |

not recogni se.
Q Aruna Gbondo; did you hear the nanme Aruna Gbondo around?

A | heard of that. | heard of that Aruna Gbondo, but |

not see him
MR TOURAY: Thanks very nuch. No further questions.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes, M Canmmegh?
CAMMEGH: |'ve got no questions, thank you.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Thank you, M Cammegh. Yes, M

you may proceed.

MR WAGONA:  Thank you, Your Honour.
CROSS- EXAM NED BY MR WAGONA:

Good nmorning, M Wtness?

Good norning, sir.

I al so have sone questions for you.

Ask them

o > O > O

And we will start fromthe tine of the start of the war
when you were in Pendenbu. Now, the commanders you saw in

Pendenbu were Mohaned Tarawal | ie and | ssa Sesay; is that

A No. Mbhaned Tarawal | i e was the conmmander at that tine.
| ssa had no appointnent at that tine.

Q Ckay. But while you were hiding in the bush at Yendens,
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| ssa Sesay who had sent themto call you to go back to town.

you renenber saying that?

A Yes.

Q So | ssa Sesay had cone with those gunnmen to Pendenbu,
so0?

A I don't know whet her he was the one who brought them

but he was the one who sent themto renove us fromthe bushes.
Q And these are the gunnen who started harassing you, the

civilians, not so?

A Those who went to renove us fromthe bushes did not
us.
Q But those who harassed you were part of the same group

t hese strange gunnmen speaki ng strange | anguages, not so?
A Yes.

Q And you said it was Sankoh who said they shoul d | eave,



10: 12: 22

group

war .

10:13: 09
and

driven

and

Page 12

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

so?
A Yes.
Q And when they left, when they were driven out, you said

was the freedomfighters who stayed behi nd?
A Yes. That was what they used to call them

Q So the freedomfighters had cone to Pendenbu with the

that was later driven out; is that right?

A They all cane together, but they are not part of the

Q And so before the group that was driven out left, the

civilians could not tell who belonged to the freedomfighters

who bel onged to the other group, not so?
A Go over the question again.

Q Is it right to say that before the other group were

out, the civilians could not tell who was a freedom fighter
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who bel onged to the other group that was later driven out?
A No.

Q And the freedomfighters --
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JUDGE BOUTET: M Prosecutor, could you clarify the

|"'mnot sure if the no is no, he could not or -- often when

have this kind of question, it's a very uncl ear answer.
MR WAGONA:  Thank you, Your Honour, | will clarify that.
Q By saying, "No," do you nmean that it is true that the

civilians could not tell the difference between who was a

fighter and who bel onged to the group that was later driven

A We did not know the difference. Except when they are
driven and when they went away, that was then we knew the

di fference.

Q Now, we will cone to your tine in Gema. You said you
lived in Gema for two years; do you renenber?

A That is correct.

Q And during your stay in Gema for two years, the RUF

to allowcivilians to go and | ook for bush food; is that

A Go over the question again. | did not get the question
clearly.
Q | said, during your stay in Gema for two years, the RUF

used to allow civilians to go and | ook for bush food, not so?

A. No. The food we went in search for, it was for us, for
our sel ves.
Q Yes, | understand that. But nmy question is: D d the

allow the civilians to go and | ook for this bush food which

say was for yourselves during the two years when you were in
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A The food which we went and searched for, they sent
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to acconpany us to search for the food, and when they came

it, everyone had to take it to his or her own house.

Q Thank you. | understand that. Did this continue for

two years when you were there?

A Yes.

Q Now we will come to the community farmin Gema. Is it
right that Sesay wanted civilians to nake the comunity farnf

A No, it was not Sesay. We, the civilians, our |eader,

so, and then we took it on to Sesay.
Q So, is it your evidence that the civilians initiated the

i dea and took the idea to |Issa Sesay?

A Yes.

Q And did Issa Sesay support the idea?

A Yes, we depended on himto help us, so he accepted.
Q And so, did he used to visit the community farn®

A Most tinmes when we went to work, the community farm
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we cultivated, he was not there. | said that yesterday. He

in Kono at that time. For the community farm that's what |

tal ki ng about.

Q | ssa Sesay was the boss of the freedomfighters at that
time in Gema, not so?

A Yes.

Q You actually said he was there protecting you; do you
remenber that?

A Yes.

Q And sone of the food fromthe conmunity farm woul d be

to the freedomfighters at the front line, not so?

A No, we did not send it to the front. W did not. At

time when we made that, cultivated that farm the war was
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ended. W ate it ourselves.

Q So it's not your evidence that sone of the food was sent

the front |ine?



4 A Go over the question again.

10: 20: 29 5 Q Is it your evidence or not that sone of the food from
the
6 community farmwas taken to the front |ine?
7 A I did not say so. The one | said is there, | was stil
8 explaining at this noment so that you will understand nme, if
you
9 can al |l ow ne.
10: 21: 01 10 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: He's allowing you. Go ahead and
expl ai n.

11 Expl ai n.

_ 12 THE WTNESS: The farmwhich we cultivated, at that tine
1t
13 was still during the war. W have not disarnmed yet. W
14 cultivated that farmso that if there was food we can send it
to
10: 21: 22 15 the front line and if strangers cane we will feed them But
we
16 did not harvest the rice. And then the war ended, so we ate
t he
17 rice. W shared it anmpong ourselves and we ate it.
18 Q And you're saying that by that tinme you had not been
19 di sarmed?
10: 21: 50 20 A I was a civilian.
21 Q And it was the RUF that sent the food to the front Iine
22 not so?
23 A Well, that food, we just store it, sonetines Issa would
24 send sonme people to take food for those people, but we didn't

10: 22: 18 25 know where they were getting the food from

26 Q And you sai d sone of the food was used to feed
strangers?

27 A At that time, when the food was there, when strangers
cone,
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1 Q And these strangers were visitors of Issa Sesay, not so?
2 A Wel |, whichever senior man that went, would go to him
3 Even if the person went to us, we would take that person to
hi m
4 Q And apart fromcivilians, some RUF -- sone freedom
10: 23:18 5 fighters, as you called them-- also worked on the conmunity
6 farm not so?
_ 7 THE | NTERPRETER: Can | earned counsel repeat the
questi on,
8 pl ease?
9 MR WAGONA
10: 23: 31 10 Q It's right, isn't it --
11 MR JORDASH. Sorry to interrupt. The witness is just

12 taking a glass --

13 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Drinking sone water
14 MR WAGONA:  Certainly.
10: 24: 04 15 THE W TNESS: Let's proceed
16 MR WAGONA:  Ckay.
17 Q It's right, isn't it, that some freedomfighters also
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10:25:44 5

communi ty

worked with you, the civilians, on the community farm not so?

A I have not understood that question properly. Repeat
guesti on.
Q The question is: That sonme of the freedomfighters also

wor ked on the community farmwith the civilians, not so?
A They were working there, but it was your choice. It was

not forcefully. Al that was their responsibility was to go

the front line. That work was not their responsibility.

Q Sone of them were guarding the community farm is that
right?
A Oh, yes, they were looking after the farm because that

where all of us were having delicious food from
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Q And they were carrying guns, not so?

A No, they were not carrying guns.

Q They were al so supervising the farmwork, not so?

A Yes. Sonetines when we went, sonetines they would take

their own cutlasses for us all to work.

Q And the civilians did not refuse to work on the
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farm not so?

A We were happy to do that work. W were the people who
t he wor k.
Q | suggest to you that the civilians could not refuse to

work on the farm what do you say?

A Wl |, they were not saying that if you didn't go there

woul d do sonething to you. But we were very happy about it
because when we went there we had all sorts of entertainnent
there. So even that nmade us happy to go there.

Q And you said it was Chief Sellu who organised the

to go to the comunity farm do you renenber?

A Yes.

Q Sois it right that Chief Sellu would tell you, the
civilians, when to report for work?

A At that time, when work time is approaching, he would

THE | NTERPRETER:  Your Honours, can he kindly repeat the

last bit of his testinony?

MR WAGONA:
Q Pl ease repeat your answer, M Wtness.
A At that time, when work tine was approachi ng, whatever

were going to do for a week he would let us all know. They

have a neeting and they woul d say, they would express a desire
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for that work to be done at a particular time and everybody

know about it.

MR TOURAY: Sorry, Your Honour, could M Kallon be

out of the roomfor a few mnutes?
PRESI DING JUDGE: It's all right. Leave granted.
MR VAGONA:

Q So when the civilians reported for work, they would stay

the farmand | eave at the end of the day after the work; is

so0?
A Well, at whatever tine that you would want to | eave, you
woul d | eave. There was no particular tine. |If we worked and

get tired, we would leave. They would tell us to |eave.
Q And that would be at the end of the day; is that right?
A What ever tinme. There was no time for us to | eave.

Whenever we get tired, we would | eave. That was the end of

day. Wen we were tired.

Q Wtness, | suggest to you that the RUF who were on the

were armed with guns; do you accept?
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A No, | did not see any gunmen there. There was nobody
carrying gun that went there with us

Q I put it to you that they were there to ensure that the
civilians did the work; what do you have to say?

A That was so, but we, all of us did the work. They were
carrying cutlasses, they were working as well. W were there
W were all working.

Q | also put it to you that those who refused to work were
beat en; what do you have to say?

A | did not see them beat anybody for that work because we

were happy to do it. Not a day did they beat anybody.
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Q And so after work the civilians would go and | ook for
not so?

A Sonetimes we would | eave but they would give us food and

woul d go hone. At that tinme that Issa was in Kono, he sent

food. Wen we'd leave, they will give us sone food.

if this town don't give you ten cups, and when you go hone,

that's what you would use to eat.
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Q And you said white people were bringing food to G eng;

you renenber?
A Yes.

Q So this is the food that you were getting, not so?

A Yes.

Q Now we will nove to Issa Sesay's farm |ssa Sesay used

visit the farmwhen the civilians were working there, not so?

A That community farnf

Q No, | told you that we are now tal ki ng about Sesay's
A Oh, okay.

Q Is it right that he would visit the farmwhen the

were working on the farnf
A Oh, he used to go there. Whatever we needed he would go

there and distribute it to us. He would distribute it to us

after that he would return hone.

Q And you said it was the civilians' responsibility to

on Issa Sesay's farm do you renenber?

A We oursel ves decided that we were going to cultivate a
for him W ourselves said it. |Issa, he wasn't the one who
it.

Q Did the freedomfighters also work on |Issa Sesay's farnf
A Sone people, they used to go there, the soldiers, just
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themto go and eat, for themto get fed.

Q Were sone of themguarding his farnf
A No, it was the civilians' responsibility. It was not
responsibility of the soldiers. There was a person -- there

an extra person. There was one man who was in charge of that
farm

Q Was it that man who was guarding the farm or it was the
freedom fighters guarding the farnf

A No sol di er had any business with we the civilians. That
man was a civilian.

Q Wtness, | suggest to you that there were arnmed RUF nen

I ssa Sesay's farm what do you say about that?

A Vell, even if it happened, | did not see it happen

we were working there. But | did not see anybody carrying

wal ki ng up and down. O whilst people were working he was
supervising them no. | did not see it, never

Q And they were forcing civilians to work on |Issa Sesay's
farm what do you say about that?

A No, nobody forced a civilia n. That work, there was no

force. It was you who would decide to go there with joy.
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Q And you said you had a personal farmin Genma. Do you
r emenber ?

MR JORDASH. Sorry to junmp up. May M Sesay use the
bat hroom pl ease?

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes, he can.

MR JORDASH: Thank you.

MR WAGONA:

You said you had a personal farm do you renenber?

Yes, | had ny personal farm | cultivated ny personal
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farm

Q Did other civilians have personal farns?

A Many, yes.

Q | suggest to you that this cultivation was on a very

scale; it could not provide sufficient food; do you agree?
A Repeat it.

Q | suggest to you that this cultivation by civilians was

a very small scale; it could not provide sufficient food; do

agree?
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A No, we were cultivating the farm | cultivated the

There was three bushels in that year.
Q Did you give sone of the food to the freedom fighters?

A No. |, who did the work together with ny famly

we eat that rice.
Q Wtness, | suggest to you that the freedom fighters came

for all the food fromthe civilians' private farnms; what do

have to say?

A No, that did not happen for ne to see. That did not

to ne. There was no harassnent at that tine. Nobody was

harassing the civilian.

Q The palmoil that was taken to the border, the freedom

fighters escorted the civilians to the border, not so?

A Yes.

Q And the civilians canme back with commodities, not so?
A Repeat the question.

Q You have said that palmoil was taken to the border.

am now saying that the civilians would come back carrying
commodi ties, not so?

A Yes, we will take themto our hones. Only when you --

SCSL - TRI AL CHAMBER |
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you took sonething along, if they bought it, what you get was

you.
Q | suggest to you, witness, that what was obtained in
exchange for the palmoil was neant for the RUF and woul d be
taken by the RUF; what do you have to say?

A My own, | did not give mine to RUF. W ate it

And Issa did not accept -- did not allow any soldier to take

anything away fromany civilian. He did not allow that at

Q And | al so suggest to you that this palmoil would have

been subscribed to the RUF by the civilians; what do you have

say about that?

A We were not subscribing. Wen you have a state of your

pal m and you processed it, you would keep it. And when the

conmes, you would take it there
Q And | al so suggest to you that the cocoa that you spoke

about was subscribed to the RUF, what do you have to say about

t hat ?

A I did not subscribe cocoa, not a day.
Q You renenber tal king about RUF school ?
A Yes.

JUDGE BOUTET: Did the witness tal k about RUF school ?



22 he use that?

23 MR WAGONA:  Maybe not but --
24 JUDGE BOUTET: He did talk of schools, no doubt in ny
m nd.
10: 40: 22 25 MR WAGONA:  School, vyes.
26 JUDGE BOUTET: Schools and hospitals and so on. But
27 whet her or not he testified that these were RUF schools or --
28 don't renmenber his evidence to be at all making reference or
29 using the words "RUF" but maybe | am mi ssing sonething.
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1 MR WAGONA: Much obliged, Your Honour. | will avoid the
2 RUF - -
3 JUDGE BOQUTET: As | said, | may be m staken on this, but
4 it's my recollection, that.
10:40:47 5 MR WAGONA: | will stick with "school" only.
6 Q Wtness, the school you spoke about existed even before
you
7 and the freedomfighters cane to G ema; do you agree?
8 A Vell, at that tinme the school was there, but when the
war

9 cane, the school was closed. They left until we went, we
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returned. Wen we returned and we were there, that was the

the school reopened.
Q And when it reopened, children of freedomfighters were
attending it, not so?

A OCh, no, that school, well, |Issa nmade a | aw t hat whoever

a child should send that child to that school, as long as he
was -- the child was grown up. Because there was -- in fact,
there was no school fees.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: That does not answer the question

M Wtness. Just listen to the questions properly. Can you

the question again.
THE W TNESS: Ckay.
MR WAGONA:  Much obli ged
Q Wtness, the questionis: It is right, is it not, that

when the school reopened, then children of RUF, freedom

were attending it, not so?
A No. Woever had a child went to that school, yes.

Cvilians, soldiers, our children. They were all going to

school when it was reopened.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: W tness, answer the question directly.
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The question is specific. It has been put to you. It is not

everybody. Did the soldiers, the children of the soldiers,

they attend that school ?
THE W TNESS: Yes.
MR WAGONA
Thank you.
Vel cone.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: And what you're saying is that in

addition to, M Wtness, what you're saying is that in

to the children of the soldiers, all other children were

to attend the school ?
THE WTNESS: Yes. |, nyself, ny child was going there.
MR WAGONA
You al so nmentioned a hospital in Gem; do you renenber?
Yes.

Q And wounded freedomfighters fromthe front line were

taken to that hospital, not so?

A They used to take themthere. There was no

It was for everybody. |If you were ill, you would go there
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Answer the question directly. Do you
under stand? Answer the question directly.
THE W TNESS: Repeat the question
MR WAGONA:

Q Is it true that wounded freedomfighters fromthe front
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A Yes.
Q Now, you spoke about --
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: And then what you're saying is these

wounded freedom fighters were taken there, but all of you were
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treated in that hospital ?
THE W TNESS: Yes
MR WAGONA:

Q Now, you spoke about people who were killed in Kailahun

you renenber?

A Yes.

Q And you heard that those people were civilians, didn't
A Mm

Q What do you nean by that?

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: "Mn neans what, M Interpreter? |Is

a transl ati on?

THE | NTERPRETER:  Your Honours, it is anbiguous. That

why | gave it as --
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PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Your will have to seek clarification

know wi thin our context in this country we have "mm' and "mmi

and things like that. You never know whether the neaning is

yes" or "no.

VR WAGONA:
Q Wtness, do you nean "yes" or "no"? Do you nean "yes"
"no"?
A Those people, they were not civilians, fromwhat they
Q You were not present when they were killed, were you?
A | was not there. At the time | was not there.
Q Did you hear --
A Yes.
Q -- did you hear that at the tine -- by the tinme they

killed, Johnny Paul Koronma had come to Kailahun; did you hear
that, M Wtness?

A Repeat the question, the question that you asked.
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Q The question is: Did you hear that by the tinme those

peopl e were killed, Johnny Paul Koronma had cone to Kail ahun?
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A Oh, no. He was not around that part.

Q Now, you said that in Pendenmbu you had no food and Sesay
gave you food; renenber that?

A Yes.

Q And you also said that, in Gem, you, the civilians,

with himand they fed you; renenber that?

A Yes.

Q So you were one of the civilians living with him not

A Yes.

Q And you also said Issa Sesay is the one who took you to

Kono; you renenber?

A | expl ained about that a little yesterday. | met himon
the way going; when | was going to Kono.

Q Yes, that is correct, and then you said he really showed

you that he knew you; renenber?

A Yes.
Q How di d he show you that he knew you?
A When we | eft Kailahun on our way to Kono to ny child, we

met himin one village. He had conme from Kono to visit in

village with a vehicle. That was where we nmet him
Q And so you went and lived with himin Kono?

A No, | went to nmy child. W just went and he dropped ne

and | said, "Goodbye," and | told himl was going to ny child

he agreed and | went.

Q And, witness, | suggest to you it's for these reasons
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29 A Yes.
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1 MR WAGONA: That's all, Your Honours.
2 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Any re-exam nation?
3 MR JORDASH. Just if | may on the | ast question, which
was
4 anmbi guous to nme, and the answer was ambi guous.
10:50:41 5 RE- EXAM NED BY MR JORDASH
6 Q The man who has just asked you questions, M Wtness
said
7 to you --
8 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: M Jordash, you said there was
anmbi gui ty.
9 You want to re-examine and you said there was an anbiguity
with

10: 51: 51 10 the | ast question

11 MR JORDASH: Well, | -- the Prosecution suggested to the
12 wi tness that these are the reasons you've cone to give

evi dence
13 and |, for nyself, did not understand what reasons ny | earned
14 friend was referring to, and therefore I didn't understand and

10: 52: 11 15 perhaps the witness didn't understand, what he was agreeing
to.
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Perhaps it could be dealt with by the Prosecution.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Can you renove his earphones, please?
Yes. Yes. You said that was anbiguity.

MR JORDASH: Perhaps the Prosecution can explain and

this may sort it out for my purposes.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: You see, what happened was this:

was a trend, you know, of questioning. The witness was asked,
"You said that, in Gema, civilians lived with Sesay," or he

started with Pendenbu, in Pendenmbu he had no food. "Sesay

you food and fed you." He said, "Yes," and he brought himto

Gemn, in Gemn as civilians lived with Sesay and he fed t hem
He said, "Yes," and he asked him "You were one of those
civilians who lived with hinP?" He said, "Yes." Then he

continued and said, "He took you to Kono?" And the man said,
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"No, he did not take me to Kono. W net ourselves on the way,
and so when he dropped nme off, | went to see ny child and that

was it." And then the question, you know, cane up and he
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"Your Honour," [indiscernible] by saying, "This is why you

come to give evidence in his favour." And the witness said,
"Yes." \What is the anmbiguity?
MR JORDASH. The anbiguity is --
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Am | right in ny narration?
MR JORDASH: Perfect recollection, as far as | can tell.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Ri ght.

MR JORDASH. The anbiguity is this: | suspect if one

everyone in this roomwhy this wtness has cone to give

fromthat narration of the evidence and his answer, we woul d

come to slightly different answers. Has this witness cone to
gi ve evi dence because he lived with M Sesay in Gema in his
house, or because he lived with himas part of a comunity in

G ema? Has he cone to give evidence because he net M Sesay

the way to Kono? Has he cone to give evidence because M

assisted himin Kono? Has he cone to give evidence because
M Sesay hel ped himin Pendenbu?

Wien that transcript is |looked at in due course, it is

answer which is open to far too nuch interpretation, in ny

submission. It can be clarified by a short sequence of

as to why this witness cane to give evidence in relation to --
sorry, on behalf of the Defence.

I f Your Honours feel as though the answer is clear, then

am not going to press the point. | don't think ny |earned
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trying to suggest, "Well, you were one of the few civilians
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M Sesay hel ped. Sonmehow you had an intimate rel ationship

M Sesay above and beyond the other civilians." And |I'msure

that's the way the Prosecution will seek to interpret it in

course, but --
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: And you are seeking to interpret it
ot her wi se.

MR JORDASH. And yet we could have a nuch better

which is for the witness to tell us why.

PRESIDING JUDGE: | think if that was the purpose of the
re-examnation, like you' ve suggested yourself, maybe we night
just let the matter rest there.

MR JORDASH. 1'Il leave it. It may at sone point --

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: See how it goes.

MR JORDASH:  Your Honour, yes.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: You've made your point. Thank you.

the records, at |east you've nmade your point. Ckay.
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MR JORDASH. |'ve got nothing, Your Honour.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Ckay. Thank you

well, M Wtness, we thank you for coning. W thank you
for comng and we wi sh you a safe trip back. | hope you are

still in your two professions of farm ng and the other one.

wi sh you a safe journey back and thank you for coming to

us. You are now discharged by the Court and you nmay | eave.

will come and assist you. Okay?
THE WTNESS: Ckay. Thank you, too.
[ The wi tness withdrew
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes, M Jordash?

MR JORDASH: Two things, Your Honour. Firstly, can |

our sixth witness, DI S-080. The second is I'd like, if |I may,
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apply to go into a closed session for the first ten or 15

m nutes, please. The witness has a particular position now

is relevant to sone of the suggestions which have been put to

wi tnesses by the Prosecution and may provide a useful insight



10:59:39 5 into the correctness or otherw se of those suggestions.

6 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Just wait. You nake application in
7 cl osed session --
8 MR JORDASH: Certainly.
9 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: -- when we resunme. Let the w tness
cone
10: 59: 54 10 infirst, and we will follow up with --
11 MR JORDASH. Wl l, Your Honour, Your Honour m ght want
to
12 do it in the absence of the witness because | woul dn't want
there
13 to be a suggestion later that my application and why | want to
14 deal with his role now tipped off the witness in any way.
11:00: 11 15 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Al right, fair enough. kay. Can
you
f 16 pl ease -- can the Court Managenent take the necessary steps
or
17 us to go into a closed session, so that the application is so
18 made. And M Jordash, this will be the sixth w tness?
19 MR JORDASH. The sixth witness, yes.
11: 01: 00 20 [ The witness entered court]
21 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Now, excuse ne. Wrtness protection
t ake
22 himout for now. Take himout for now and bring himin when
we call you
23 [ The wi tness stood down]
24 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Court Managenent will advise us, wll
11:01: 55 25 advi se the Chanber when we are entirely in a closed session

26 al r eady.

27 [At this point in the proceedings, a portion of the
28 transcript, pages 30 to 58, was extracted and seal ed under
29 separate cover, as the proceeding was heard in a cl osed

sessi on]
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[ Open Sessi on]

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes, on the closed session, this is

ruling of the Court. Now that we are in open session, we are

resuming in a public session, and this is the ruling of the

in respect of application by |earned counsel for the first
accused, M Jordash.
Consi stent with the general requirenments that crinina

proceedi ngs that are considered in public as enjoined by Rule

of the Rules of Procedure and Evi dence of this Court, and

into consideration Article 17.2 of the Statute of the Court,

exceptionally as authorised by Rule 79(A)(ii) of the said

and the need to protect witnesses as provided for in Rule 75,

this Chanber, on the application of counsel for the first

for a certain portion of the testinmony of witness DI S-080 to

heard in closed session did, by way of an exceptiona
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12:52:02 5

grant the said application for the reasons advanced in support
t her eof .

We will now proceed with the further examination of this
witness in the public session. M Jordash, you nay proceed,
pl ease.

MR JORDASH. Thank you.

Q We are back in a public session, so just be carefu

menti oni ng anyt hing which would identify you. Just indicate

the answer you want to give would identify you. Do you follow

me?

A Yes, | have understood that.

Q Where were you when the war came?

A I was in ny village.

Q And do you renenber the date or approxinmate date?
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A The war started in 1991.

And what did you see in your village when the war cane?

When the war cane, it surrounded us and we were caught

Q What were you doing as a job when the war cane?
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A When the war cane, | used to farm | was in the farm

the war entered.

Q Were you with your famly in that village?
A Yes, | was together with ny famly in that town.
Q Who were the first soldiers you saw?

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: M Jordash, again, again we're back to
the sane question of the tenporal jurisdiction of this Court.
You mght say it's introductory, but | just want to rem nd you

that the evidence he is giving nowis focused on the beginning

the war in 1991, which is well before 30 Novenber 1996, which

a tenporal jurisdiction of this Court. | just wanted to

you. You may proceed, you know. | take it as introductory.

hope we will not be there for too |ong.

MR JORDASH: Well, nost of this witness's evidence

to up until 1996, and the reason for that is, one, the
Prosecution |l ed a huge amount of evidence relating to that
period --

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: W're prepared to go, you know, to

interms of the introduction into it. | just amrem nding

you know, of what we said. Whilst overruling the objection

are nmindful of the relevance of the evidence that was going to
conme, particularly in relation to the tenporal jurisdiction of

the Court, the time frame on issues on which he was supposed
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how we go. | just wanted to situate you on the ruling that we

made this norning in your favour.

MR JORDASH. The difficulty is that for the next two -

certainly for the next week, we will be dealing with this

for a very good reason, which is that it is this period and

Li beri ans who have, we say --

JUDGE BOUTET: Your witness is listening to what you are
saying. | think it would be better if you were at least to
renove hi s headphones.

MR JORDASH: | agree.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: M W tness, renpve your headphones,

pl ease. | know you understand sonme English, a lot of English

fact.

MR JORDASH: |'mcontent if Your Honours would prefer

w tness to | eave.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: No. W are not there yet.
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MR JORDASH. | don't want, obviously, to be difficult or

waste tinme, but it's our case that this conflict in Kailahun

been much ni sunderstood and the m sunderstandi ng of what

in Kailahun has arisen because of the atrocities comrtted by

Li berians. And fromthat, and those atrocities, including the

use of child soldiers, the Prosecution, NG, human rights

have effectively misunderstood what happened in Kailahun. It

the fundamental basis of my client's case that that
m sunder standi ng has |l ed to a misunderstanding of what the RUF
was about.

It is only through taking Your Honours through this part

the war and calling the only people, really, who can explain

happened in Kail ahun, the civilians, it is only through taking
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Your Honours through that, that Your Honours will see, we

that there has been a nisunderstandi ng, both about what
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in Kailahun and both about -- and al so the RUF.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: W have tolerated a historica

a testinonial approach from nbst w tnesses who have testified

here it started from 1991, but they have not |asted there for

long, just introductory. | just rem nded you. | just sounded

the alarmthat -- well, it depends on how far you' re going to

but as an introductory approach to your case, and the core

that are alleged in the indictnment. You may, tell your

if these are issues that occurred prior to the tenpora

jurisdiction, you know, of this Court, which has been fixed at

date which you know, so --
MR JORDASH. This bit of evidence relates to whether the

Prosecution can prove that crimes were w despread or

in Kailahun, at all. And so it is highly relevant to the

indictrent period, especially in |light of Your Honour's ruling

the CDF case that crines were w despread and systenatic within

the whole of Sierra Leone. W would say that is not correct

regards Kailahun. This evidence, through the eyes of
civilians --
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: | am sure when we have that

[indiscernible], we are referring to the period that was

by the indictment. Wen we have that [indiscernible], our

was not based on the period, you know, that proceeded the
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indictment. Certainly not.
MR JORDASH. But this is key because this explains the

rel ati onship between the RUF and civilians in Kailahun from

all the way to the end of the war.
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PRESI DI NG JUDGE: W know, you know, they were the first
people to be visited by the rebellion

MR JORDASH. And they were the first people to take the
rebellion and work with the RUF. That's the point.

Now, what happened in Kono and el sewhere is a different

story. We'll |lead evidence on that to show it is a different
story, and not consistent, perhaps, with what happened in

Kailahun. It is telling, and this is what the evidence

to, is the Prosecution's failure to be able to prove a crine

in Kailahun through civilians. Their crine base, if it is

is sought to be proven through insiders. There is a very good

reason for that, and it is these civilians who will explain



13 reason, because it didn't exist, and the only way the
Prosecution

14 can denonstrate it is through insiders, not civilians. These
are

12:59: 39 15 the civilians who lived there, who will say fromthe tine the

16 Li beri ans were pushed out, until the end of the war, but for

t he
17 Mosquito-led atrocity on the all eged Kanmajors, crines were not
18 being commtted. Not only were they not being conmitted, but
19 there was a very strong judicial system which operated

13: 00: 03 20 ef fectively.

21 JUDGE BOQUTET: But all of this area, if | hear you
right,

22 M Jordash, is directed to Kailahun District. So this
evi dence

23 that you are calling now, and will be calling in the next days
or

24 weeks will be Kailahun directed. Are you saying you need to
call

13: 00: 28 25 that many wi tnesses just for Kail ahun?

26 MR JORDASH: By about nid next week, or perhaps a tiny
bi t

27 later, we will call our first insider. The first section of
our

28 case is directed to saying the Prosecuti on have got it wong
when

29 it comes to up to 1996 and, specifically, they have al so got
it
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w ong about M Sesay having a farm where civilians were being
forced to farm

At that stage, we'll call sonme ex-rebels who will also

with that period but go rmuch further and put Kailahun wthin

context of the whole conflict and the other regions. And the
other regions, it is nuch nore conplicated, but the starting
point is were the RUF an organisation hell-bent on crinina

behavi our? The Kailahun will prove it was not. D d the RUF

did nmenbers of the RUF commit crinmes el sewhere? Yes, they

Were they part of a policy? No. And Kailahun proves that.
JUDGE BQUTET: | look at the summary you have provi ded

about this witness, and he's supposed to be giving evidence

counts 1 to 14, and it is not specified necessarily for

but 1 to 14 is quite large, and it says counts 3, 4, 5 and 13
nore particularly. But we seemto be going not necessarily in
that direction.

MR JORDASH: This witness's evidence can, first of all,
deal with count 1 and count 2 very effectively. Wre the RUF
engaged in a joint crimnal enterprise to terrorise and to
collectively punish the civilians of Kailahun? Mst certainly
not .

JUDGE BQUTET: |'mnot asking you to argue your case

M Jordash. | amjust trying to see. As you can see from our
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question, we are concerned about relevancy. And if it is

not relevant, why should we hear this? Especially since this

along trial, as such. |If we are to hear evidence about whose

rel evancy is, | would say, arguable, why should we hear this,

it is not absolutely necessary?

MR JORDASH: This witness, and all the w tnesses,
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who we have called so far, and will call relating to Kail ahun

their evidence will be centred around the G ena events,

that's where the specific allegations against M Sesay ari se,

all of themremained in Kailahun, and can be questioned by

and t he ot her Defence counsel, but also by the Prosecution

events through the indictnent period. They will know whether
crimes were being committed against civilians throughout the
indictment period, and | would invite the Prosecution to
cross-exam ne themon that materi al

We, at the nonent, are just trying to prove that the RUF
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was not, by its - inits origins, inits genesis, inits

in Kailahun, a crimnal organisation. |In fact, conversely,

average Kailahun civilian will say life was better, but for

war. Medication, health, schooling, et cetera, all free. It

a dramatic claim and we have been surprised by it, too, but

through the civilians will Your Honours be able to see that

however counterintuitive it my seem it is correct, according

civilians.
JUDGE BOUTET: I'mstill failing to understand this very

| ast Iine of argunent, M Jordash, that life was better. How

this relevant to me? They are not being charged here for

di sturbed the life necessarily, they are charged with specific

crimes, as such, for a period of tine. That life is better

or was better at this particular time is not really of concern

me at this particular nmonment, given the charges they are

So I"'mtrying to see what -- | nean, whether or not

it was better or worse, or it could be better is not really,

my way of thinking, of nuch inportance, concerning the

that these accused are facing.
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Iight of the Prosecution's suggestions

Kai | ahun was a huge brutal |abour canp, the issue of whether

civilians found life better than they do now, | would subnmt,

exactly the point.

Because it couldn't possibly have been

the Prosecution are trying to suggest if they found life

better

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: W are not yet there, anyway.

MR JORDASH:

I\ba

but | make the point: It is very

significant that civilians will say --

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: W are not yet there.

MR JORDASH:

JUDGE THOVPSON:

life was better than it is now

So your strategy then would seemto be

that analysis is valid, that you' re seeking to rebut the

Prosecution's case,

an

alternative version --

court,

MR JORDASH:

d, at the same tine, put forward an

Yes.

JUDGE THOWPSON: O what really happened.

MR JCORDASH:

Conpletely different.

JUDGE THOWVPSON:

Sonething like what they do in a civi

a defence and a counterclaim

MR JORDASH:

Yes.

The Prosecution have to prove a crine
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base in Kailahun. [|f the crines being conmitted there, if

are crimes being conmritted there, they have to be judged

whet her they are sufficiently grave to anpunt to war crines.

Therefore, a conparison between life now and life then, |

m ght assist Your Honours to decide what is or isn't grave.
JUDGE THOWPSON: Virtually, you are saying that if your
strategy is sufficiently operationalised, you are asking the

Court to say, at the end of the day, disbelieve their story,
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accept our alternative thesis?

MR JORDASH: Yes.

JUDGE THOWPSON: | nean, |'mjust putting it in a very
short form

MR JORDASH: Yes, | agree. |In sonme ways, | can

the caution of |ooking at what is happening now and conpari ng

to what was happening then. In a way, it's not the point. |

take Your Honour's position on that, but it is an interesting
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opinion held by civilian witnesses, in light of what the

Prosecution have to prove, and the theory they' ve advanced.

theory they've advanced is not, "Well, it was okay in

but there were crinmes being conmitted and these crines ought

be judged as war crines or crines against humanity." That is

their case. Their case is the whole of Kailahun is a | abour

and the civilians have been terrorised --

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: And your case is that the only crines
which were committed were committed by Bockarie?

MR JORDASH. Well, no. |'mnot suggesting there were no
crimes being committed.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: | nean the nmurders in Kailahun

MR JORDASH. That was by far and away the worse.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: The killings.

MR JORDASH. There may have been other crines committed
but crines are conmitted in any society, and especially during
war, but that they were punished effectively, and the RUF did

what it could to prevent those crinmes and had a working

systemin Kailahun. Elsewhere, it may have broken down, not
Kai | ahun.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Well, this issue was raised by the

SCSL - TRI AL CHAMBER |
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Chanmber. M Hardaway, would you have a contribution to make

the remark that precipitated this debate with M Jordash?

MR HARDAWAY: The only comment | woul d nake, Your

is howthe Defence want to present their case is obviously

busi ness, but | would just submit that he could easily nake a

claimand counterclaim as Your Honour stated, but keep it

the rel evant period of the indictnent short of an introductory
history, as the Chair has already stated.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Not the Chair.

MR HARDAWAY: | apol ogi se. The Presiding Judge. Excuse
ne.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Thank you

MR JORDASH: Can | just say to the Prosecution this:
TF1- 366, TF1-168, TF1l-045, TF1-371, TF1-008, TF1-300. | can

on and go on and go on

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: You can stop the enuneration

MR JORDASH. Exactly. That is the Prosecution case with
huge focus on the early years.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: | have said we are not ruling out the
i ntroductory approach to the indictment period. W are not

ruling it out, but it depends on the content, you know, of

peri od.



23 MR JORDASH. Can | reassure -- sorry.

24 PRESI DI NG JUDGE:  Yes.
13:09: 37 25 MR JORDASH. Can | reassure the Court I'mtrying to get
26 through the early years as quickly as possible, just to
establi sh
27 doubt that crines were being conmmtted and particularly that
28 M Sesay was conmitting crimes in Gema, and within a short
29 period, by the mddle or end of next week, | hope Your Honours
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1 will be satisfied.
2 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: W are concerned at all tines. W
want
3 to gaintime at all times, you know. W don't want to wait
unti |
4 next week before we start gaining tine. So this is it.
13:10: 07 5 JUDGE BQUTET: M Jordash, | can tell you, | appreciate
6 your comments, because |'mtrying to understand what it is. |
7 mean, as | say, ny concern is not what happened in 1991
because
8 this is not -- obviously, if it has an inpact, if it allows
this
9 Bench and this Court to understand, you would agree with ne,
t hat

13:10: 25 10 it is very inportant that we do understand clearly what your



11 position is, what you're trying to achieve through this

12 questioning. If we don't follow you, it's of little purpose.

13 This is what is of inportance. |It's not the question -- it
has

14 to be relevant, and to be able to determ ne the rel evancy of

13:10: 45 15 that, we need to understand a little bit nore of what it is

16 you're trying to achieve. As | say, to ne, whether life is
17 better now than it was at that time seens to me to be of
little
18 rel evance. But having said that, I'mstill patient and we
will
19 see where you go
13:11: 02 20 MR JORDASH: Well, if it would assist Your Honours, we
21 coul d consider drafting a Defence statenent to indicate where
we
22 want to go with our defence
23 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: W don't want to go that way. Proceed
24 and if it becones necessary, maybe we will ask for that.
13:11:19 25 MR JORDASH. Certainly. W do have a strategy.
26 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: | know you have a strategy. O
cour se,
27 nobody goes to a war w thout a strategy.
28 MR JORDASH: Ch, | don't know.
29 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: | think we shall take a well-nerited
SCSL - TRI AL CHAMBER |
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1 lunch break. We will rise and resune at 2. 30.

2 [ Luncheon recess taken at 1.08 p.m]
3 [ RUFO50CTO7C - MD|
4 [ Upon resuming at 2.47 p.m]
14:52:27 5 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Good afternoon, |earned counsel. W
are
6 resum ng the proceedi ngs and, M Jordash, may we?
7 MR JORDASH. Yes, please. Thank you.
8 Q CGood afternoon, M Wtness.
9 A Good afternoon.
14:52: 47 10 Q Are your headphones secure? GCkay. Confortable?
11 A Yes, | can hear now.
_ 12 Q I think where we'd left off was the Liberians who cane
Into
13 the town where you were naybe?
. 14 MR HARDAWAY: (hjection, Your Honour. There was no
nention
14:53: 35 15 of Liberians in any of his testinmony in open session.
16 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: M Jordash, if | may refresh your
menory?
17 MR JORDASH: Pl ease.
18 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: You remenber you were at the stage
wher e
19 he was in [ REDACTED], his hone town, and there the war net him
14:54: 02 20 and t hese people cane and surrounded him He said this was in
21 1991, when the war started, and he was trying to narrate the
. 22 epi sode of what happened to them That is when | interjected
an

23 said, "What about the tinme frane. Be careful, be careful,"
and |
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think -- yes, | think that's where we were.

MR JORDASH:  Your Honour, thank you. Could I ask though
that the nane of his home town be redact ed.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: (Qbvi ously.

MR JORDASH: Can | just reassure the witness that the

person in the public gallery is a menber of the Court, so

SCSL - TRIAL CHAMBER |

SESAY ET AL
5 OCTOBER 2007 OPEN SESSI ON
is no nenber of the public who knows your town. |It's an easy

m st ake, Your Honour.
Q So we will refer to your town as your town without the

nane. GCkay? Do you understand?

A Yes, | understand. Yes, | have understood.

Q Nothing to fear. So who came into your town when the
came?

A They were G os.

Q Did they speak to you?

A Yes, they used to talk to ne.

Q When they first canme, did they speak to you? And what

they say?



13 A They came. They asked for the elders in that town.

14 Q Were you --

14:55: 59 15 A Then we left. Then we cane and presented ourself. They
16 said they wanted to eat.
17 Q Were you one of the el ders?
18 A W were all there in that town, when they entered.
19 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Were you one of the el ders?

14:56: 35 20 THE WTNESS: Well, | was -- | was a strongnan but the
21 el ders were there.
22 MR JORDASH

23 Q And did they say why they cane?

24 A Yes. They said they' ve cone to free us fromtrouble.
14:57:05 25 Q What happened after they greeted you and nade that
26 st at ement ?
27 A Well, they insisted on food. |If there were food for
t hem
28 and we told themthat we were not prepared.
29 Q VWhat happened t hen?
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1 A After that, they sat down for a while and then they
2 returned back to our big town, Pendenbu.

3 Q Did any of themrenmain in your town at that tinme?
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A No, they did not stay there.

Q And what happened next ?

A So, we were there now up to six nonths.

Q And did the G os cone back to your town during that six
nmont hs?

A They used to conme and go back. They used to conme and go
back.

Q How di d t hey behave when they canme?

A So, at first, we had sone food, but the tinme when the

was finished, they were there now --

THE | NTERPRETER: Your Honours, can the w tness take

| ast bit of his statement?

MR JORDASH:
Q Coul d you repeat the last bit of your statenent,
M Wtness, please?

A After the six nonths, the food was finished. They used

cone. We were feeding them but when the food was finished,

were forcing us now for food.
Q And when they left your town, they went to where?

A So, any tine they cane, after that, they would turn back

the headquarter, the big town, in Pendenbu.

Q Did you go to Pendenbu during this first six nonths or
A Yes, | used to go there and cone back.
Q And did you know the nanmes of any of the G os or the

sol di ers in Pendenbu?



29 A Yes, | know sone of them
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1 Q Coul d you just nane sone briefly, please?
2 A There is one, | know him He was called --
3 THE | NTERPRETER: Can the witness take the name again,
Your
4 Honours, pl ease?
15:00: 06 5 MR JORDASH:
6 Q Repeat the nane, please, M Wtness?
7 A Konsi Tuah.
8 Q Konsi Tuah. Did M Konsi Tuah have another first nanme?
" 9 A Vell, that was the only nane | know they were calling
rm

15: 00: 32 10 Konsi Tuah.

11 Q And was he -- where was he fron®?

12 A He came from Liberia.

13 Q Do you know any other nanes fromthat tine?

14 A Well, | know the other one. He was called Prince.
15: 00: 54 15 THE | NTERPRETER:  Your Honours, can he repeat the

sur nane
16 of the witness?
17 VR JCORDASH:

18 Q Coul d you say the nane again, please, M Wtness?



19 A Prince.

15: 01: 10 20 Q And were there any Sierra Leoneans anongst thenf?
21 PRESI DING JUDGE: |Is the only name Prince. | thought he
22 was going to call another name. Prince that was all?
23 THE WTNESS: Well, that is the nane, Prince. Prince
24 Legbeh.

15: 01: 29 25 MR JORDASH:
26 Q Is that a -- where was he fronf?
27 A Prince, this Prince Legbeh, the sane Prince Legbeh came

28 from Li beri a.

29 Q Were there any Sierra Leoneans anobngst their nunber?
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1 A Vell, | know some Sierra Leoneans.
2 Q Was there a top boss Sierra Leonean?
3 THE | NTERPRETER: Correction, interpreter. | saw sone
4 Si erra Leoneans.
15:02:15 5 VR JORDASH:
6 Q Was there a top nman anongst the Sierra Leoneans?
7 A VWll, at that tinme, the person | saw, | did not know

8 whet her he was a |eader. He was there. He was a popul ar man.
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Q What was his nanme?

A He was cal |l ed CO Mohaned.

Q And did these G os that you've described do anything

to you?

A Well, they did a |l ot of bad things.

Q How ol d were the youngest soldiers? Did you see the age

their fighters?
A So, where | was, where we were, they used to -- sone of

them they used to cone there. Their ages were about nine

And were these younger G os arned?

Yes, | saw guns with them

And did you, the civilians, do anything about the G o0s?
Yes. We were giving themfood and they were eating.

D d you nake any conplaint to anyone?

> O >» O > O

Those peopl e, whether they did sonething to you bad, you
just have to accept it, but if you take any conplaint to

anywhere, they will do you nore harm

Q Did you know at this tinme anyone call ed Foday Sankoh?
A Yes, | know him
Q D d you have any, did you, the civilians fromyour town,

have anything to say or do with him or to hinP
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A Well, in that town, where we were, it was not that only

town. All, all of us, we, the civilians that were arrested,

explained to himthat they were harassing us.
Q And what was his response to your conplaint?

A So, he thanked us and told us that he -- he did not

the war in bad faith. Let us just |leave him He knew the

when he was going to push the nmen out.

Q And did there cone a time when this happened?

A Wl 1, go over that again.

Q Did there conme a tinme when he pushed the people out?
A Yes, there was a time. They were, they left the place
qui etly.

Q How did they | eave, and why?

A So he hinmself, he tried to put up bases, three places.
Q Who tried to put up bases?

A He, M Foday Sankoh, told CO Mohaned to open bases

Q Where were the bases?

A It was in Kailahun, Pendenbu, Baiwal a.

Q What happened on the bases?

A So they started --

THE | NTERPRETER:  Your Honours, can the w tness explain
that further? There is anbiguity there.
MR JORDASH:

Q Coul d you repeat your answer, M Wtness?
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A When they set the bases, they started arresting peopl e,

order to join.
Q And who went to the bases?

THE | NTERPRETER: Learned counsel, can the w tness

Is it capture or arrest?
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PRESI DI NG JUDGE: And when he said "they," who?
[ I ndiscernible] specific as to who was doing the capturing or
arrests.

THE WTNESS: | said, the Sierra Leoneans, our siblings

were at that part of the Kailahun District, all of them they
capture or arrest themand they started joining.
MR JORDASH:

Q So did people -- sorry, did the Sierra Leoneans go to

base on their own or not on their own?

A Well, at that tine, they were not going there

but there was a tinme they were going there voluntarily.
Q And what happened to the people who went to the base?

A They underwent training, soldier training. They were
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practising soldier training, soldier exercises and we were

it.

JUDGE BQUTET: M Jordash, so to avoid any anbiguity,

witness said they arrested Sierra Leoneans and they started
joining. He said at the beginning they were not joining

voluntarily and they were arrested and taken to the base. So

your question and then you ask another question that |ater

vol unteer, but your question, is it for the later part or the
first part?
MR JORDASH: | will clarify.

JUDGE BOUTET: It's not clear fromyour questions and

answer, if | may.
MR JORDASH: Certainly.

Q At what time were the people being taken against their

to the base?

A This base started in 1991. They were capturing people
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force, joining.
Q And who was capturing the people by force?

A Well, these G os, the commanders, who went there. Al

them went there and they asked us that they shoul d open bases

that they could take these people to these bases.

Q And at what tinme did the people, the Sierra Leoneans,

to go there voluntarily?

A Vell, in "92, the other base they open at Manowa,

Bununbu, all those people were willing.

Q Way, if you know the answer, did those people go

to the base?

A These G o children, they used to cone and flog them

were asking them Wiy are you not going to fight for your
country, so they were fed up with that and they started goi ng
t here.

Q And when these Sierra Leoneans went to the base
voluntarily, what did they do when they cane fromthe base?

A Well, they started going to war front and began to

Q And who were they fighting?

A Well, they were fighting agai nst the governnment troop
Q And just so we can be clear: Did the Gos |leave Sierra
Leone voluntarily?

A Well, the deal they were doing, that we becane fed up

so the man, the tinme they finished training the children, he

armed the Sierra Leoneans. He started giving them nmaterials.
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Q Who's he?

A Foday Sankoh. Foday Sankoh. So, after that, so these

were not receiving material s.

Q Why were they not receiving material s?
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A So this of their wi ckedness, that were reporting to him

becane fed up of it and told us that he was going to push them

out .
Q Who was it that pushed them out?
A Wel |, he, Foday Sankoh, they had no bullets. The tine

he said, so he said, "Go back. The work that you've cone for

come to an end." So they -- so they captured all the roads

them So anybody who was to cone to that gate, you would be

di sarned, so all of them went.

Q Who disarned the Gos at the gate?
A These peopl e who joined, our siblings, the freedom
fighters.

Q And when the G os had left, who renai ned?
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A They, those that | have just naned. Foday Sankoh naned

them freedom fi ghters.

Q And where were the freedomfighters' families at this
A They were Sierra Leoneans.

Q Sierra Leoneans fromwhich district?

A They were from Kail ahun District and Kono districts.
Q And did you observe what their relationship were, was,

the civilians of Kailahun?
A Well, there was a very strong | aw between us and them

They shoul d not take any food fromus, nor did they do any

to us. Then, you can not |eave war front and come to us,

we were staying as a free zone, you could not conme there. |If

wanted to come there you could obtain a pass.
Q So, just to be clear: D d the freedomfighters live
separately fromthe civilians?

A Their own settlenent was different.
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Q And who did they obtain a pass from before they could
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to the zones where the civilians were?

A Wl |, what happened, we cane to know because sone of us,

used to see sone letters, and so target commander was to give
somebody pass. So when they brought it to us, where we the

civilians were staying, so if the MPs could set eyes on it

you are a free man.

Q What did the MPs do?

A They were between us, so that they could not come. They
could not accept at all. They could not accept any soldier to

come to us. Then, for our property, and our lives.

Q Was there any | aws about property and your |ives?

A Yes.

Q What were the | aws?

A Whosoever took a civilian's property, if you, be you a
sol dier, you would be -- a big portion of work would be cut
you. Then you would be driven to go back to war front. If

steal, you will be beaten nercilessly.

Q Were there any other | aws?

A So, the only | aw that one cannot take advantage of, from
your fellow man, any, all those type of |aw were l[aid down.
Were there any | aws about wonen?

No adul tery.

And do you know the term "safety zone", M Wtness?

Yes.

What does it nean to you?

> 0 >» O » O

Well, to nmy own understanding, the place where there is

calm They've captured that place and there is no war



29 Q And who |ived there?
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1 A W, the civilians.
2 Q And after the Gos left, where was -- can you renenber

3 this -- the front line where the fighting was?
4 A VWhen the Gos left?

15:19:19 5 Q Yes.

6 A So, we used to see our siblings staying at Baina.
7 THE | NTERPRETER:  Your Honours, can the w tness be
audi bl e,
8 pl ease?
9 MR JORDASH:
15:19: 39 10 Q M Wtness, just sit forward a little bit so that you
can
11 speak to the mcrophone nore easily. Repeat your |ast answer,
12 pl ease.
13 A Well, they were at Bainma, they were at Tantewar, here,
14 Nyandehun Junction. They were at Gehoma, by Manowa, coning to
A 15:20:15 15 THE | NTERPRETER:  Your Honours, can the w tness take
t hat

16 | ast nane of the town?
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MR JCORDASH:
Q VWhat was the |last town you nentioned, M Wtness?
A You asked nme the places where they were staying. | said
Bai ma, Nyandehun Junction. Bununbu.
Q Do you know if there were civilians at the towns you' ve

j ust nentioned?

A The places | have naned?

Q Yes.

A Civilians could not stay there.

Q Do you know what woul d happen to the civilians that were
t here?

A Well, the other warriors used to cone and neet these and

these other warriors would be able to fight them back. That
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the reason they asked that it was not good for any civilian to
stay in their mdst.

Q And do you know the age of the freedomfighters, what

youngest freedom fighters --
A Yes, | know.

Q What were they?
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A From 20 years to 40 years

Q Now, where were you living after the Gos left?

A Those G os, when they went, | was staying here in the
vil | age.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes, M Hardaway?
MR HARDAVAY: Yes, Your Honour. The Prosecution woul d

obj ect on the grounds of relevance. It is outside the

period and even taking the ruling fromthe Bench the

woul d submt that we have gone far beyond introductory

MR JORDASH. Well, are we, the Defence, sinply going to
allow all the Prosecution evidence of these years to remain
unchal | enged, or are we going to be given - and | ask the

question to the Prosecution - an anple opportunity to correct

state of the evidence? It's a bit late in the day for ny

friend to be junping up and down when they've spent weeks, if

nont hs, adduci ng evi dence of --

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: M Hardaway, he is on his feet. Can

sit down, please

MR JORDASH: -- adduci ng evidence of crines in these

years, supposedly commtted at the hands of the RUF | ed by,
anongst others, M Sesay.
I woul d have preferred not to have to focus on this area

but this is where we are at now, and | could conplete the Iist



Page 82

overrul e

for

may

15: 26: 00

15: 26: 26

15: 26: 50

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

SCSL - TRI AL CHAMBER |

SESAY ET AL

5 OCTOBER 2007 OPEN SESSI ON

wi t nesses who have dealt with that, this tinme period. And it

woul d be the vast proportion of the Prosecution's insiders.

not sure that this is a situation of the Defence's making.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: W woul d, and we' ve decided to

the objection, but to cone back to the Defence, and to remni nd
them you know, that we are not going to remain on background

material forever, for too | ong, because what interests us is

the hard core issues in this matter which are relevant to the
indictnment to be addressed, and tine is of the essence of

what ever we are doing here. So, M Jordash, with this, you

proceed.

MR JORDASH:  Thank you.

Q Where were you living when the G os were pushed out,

M Wtness?

A I was staying in ny village.

Q Did there cone a tinme when you | eft your village?

A Yes, all of us, we were pushed. The governnent troops
pushed us.

Q Where did you go?
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VW went to G ena.

Do you know what year it was when you went to G ema?
Yes, | know

VWhat was it?

It was in '93 that we left.

o >» 0 » O »

Where did you go to in G em?
THE | NTERPRETER: Your Honours, can the counsel take the

question agai n?

MR JORDASH:
Q Where did you go to, in Gem?
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A G ema, the bush around G ema, we prepared that place and

were calling it Joe Bush.
Q And who did you go there with?
A Together with all ny family. And even the elders of the

town | was staying, together with them a good nunmber of them

Q How many wi ves did you have at that time, M Wtness?
A I had two wives at the tine.
Q And when you, the civilians, left to go to Gem, did

anyone el se cone with you?
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A

Q

Li ke, which other person?

Let me ask a different question: Wat did the freedom

fighters do when you went to G enma?

A

could

> O » O » O » O >» O

| eave,

Q

tried

When we went to G enm, they surrounded us so that eneny
not cone to us. Qur security was very strong.

Did you know a man called O Jalley, around this tinme?
Yes, | know O Jall ey.

Did he have a job?

Yes, he had a job.

VWhat was his job?

Just as | have stated; he was an MP conmander.

D d you see hi m worKking?

He wor ked very seriously.

Where did he work very seriously?

Firstly, he tried very hard, so that the civilians could
coul d push out where we were staying.

Sorry, could you repeat that?

THE | NTERPRETER: Correction, interpreter. He said he

very hard, so that the soldiers would be noved from

we were staying.

SESAY
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1 MR JCORDASH:

2 Q Did he do anything el se?
3 A Then, he nade gates and deployed all the MPs to that
gate.
4 Q What did they do at the gates?
15:31:12 5 A Any soldier fromfront line, coming to the civilian
zone,
A 6 until you have a valid pass, so that was one of the major work
e
7 was doi ng.
8 Q VWhich towns did he work in, in these years?
9 A Vell, | saw himin Pendenbu. Then he also worked in
G ena.
15: 31: 55 10 Q How | ong were you in Gem, M Wtness; from 1993 to
when?
11 A Vell, up to '97 overthrow, all of us left and went to
our
12 hones.
13 Q Ckay. Well, then | want to deal with the period 1993 to
14 1997; okay. |If you're able to specify --
15:32: 33 15 A Ckay.
. 16 Q -- nore specifically the year between those dates, do
17 not, then we're tal king about '93 to '97 --
18 A Okay.
19 Q Okay?
15:32: 48 20 A kay.
21 Q Were there any offices in Gena from 1993 to 19977
22 A Yes, | know sone of the offices.
23 Q First of all, who was in control of Genma in this
peri od?

24 A At the time, CO Mosquito was in charge of G enma



15:33: 35 25 Q Do you know | ssa Sesay?
26 A Yes, | know him
27 Q When did you first neet hinf
28 A So, | used to get --
29 THE | NTERPRETER:  Your Honours, can the witness clarify
SCSL - TRI AL CHAMBER |
SESAY ET AL
Page 85
5 OCTOBER 2007 OPEN SESSI ON
1 t hat word?
2 MR JORDASH:
3 Q One nonment, M Wtness. Let nme just ask the question

4 again: Well, first of all, when did you first neet hinf

15:34:26 5 A I know Issa in G ena.
6 Q Do you know the year that you first met himor knew him
in
7 G ema?
8 A From 1995 until '97, when the overthrow took place.
9 Q And what role did, or what post or title did M Sesay
have,

15:34: 55 10 when you knew himfrom'95 to '97?
11 A Issa, at that tine he was hurt. He was not a commander.
12 Q What role did he play in Genmm, if any?
13 A When the bullet hit him he came now. He was sitting --

14 THE | NTERPRETER:  Your Honours, can the wi tness take the
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t hey

nane of that village?

MR JORDASH:
Q One nonment, M Wtness. Sorry, what was the name of the
vill age you just mentioned?
A Kambanma.
Q K-A-MB-A-MA. Let's try approaching this in a slightly
different way, M Wtness. Wen you arrived in G ema and you
were staying in the bushes, did you go into the tow, G em?
A | used to | eave the Joe Bush and cone to the town.
Q And when you got to the town, did you see any freedom

fighters when you visited?

A Those who had assignnments in that town, they were

t here.

Q And can you name sone of them now?

A Yes, | can show sone of their nanmes, those that | know.
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Q What about |ssa Sesay?

A Issa Soso [as interpreted], | know himvery well.

Q Was he in the town?

A Yes, he was in Kanbama. It was in that sane town but



15:37:27 5 al so called that place Kanbama.

6 Q Is that in Gema or out of Gemm?
7 A It was in the very G ena.
8 Q And did you see any offices in G ema when you visited?
9 A Yes, | saw MP office
15:37:59 10 Q Was there a top MP there?
11 A Yes. It was this OJalley that we just nentioned.
_ 12 Q And between 1993 and 1997 did you see himworking in
G emn?
13 A He was working very hard.
14 [ RUFO50CTO7C - J9]

15:38:31 15 Q What did you see hi mdoing?

16 A Just like | have said. They were not allow ng any
sol di er

17 to |l eave front -- war front. Then they could not allow
anybody

18 to take anything from us.

19 Q And what was O Jalley's relationship Iike with the

15:38: 57 20 civilians?

21 A Well, | sawit was very fine for us. Because sonebody
was

22 protecting your property, he's not a bad person

23 Q D d he have any ot her MPs?

24 A There were a good nunber of themsitting at the gates.

15:39: 31 25 Q Did you speak to O Jalley or any of the MPs?

26 A Well, they did not do bad to ne which caused ne to go
and

27 make a conplaint, or | went and sit by them

28 Q Di d anyone el se nake conplaint to them that you
observed?

29 A Well, there were sonme conplaints, that they were naking
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1 sone conpl aints but | never w tnessed any.
2 Q Were there any other offices in Genma from 1993 to 19977
3 A Gb of fice.
4 Q What did the G office do in Gem, 1993 to 19977
15:40:36 5 A They were working with the civilians.
6 Q How were they working with the civilians?
7 A So first our siblings, when they -- if they had gone and
8 capt ured peopl e.
9 Q Yes?
15:41: 00 10 A They will come and hand them over to Gb.
11 Q And what woul d happen when t hey were handed over to G5?
12 A So they too --
13 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: After who has captured peopl e? Wo
woul d
14 capture before handi ng over to Gb?
15:41: 26 15 THE WTNESS: They were freedomfighters
16 VR JCORDASH:
17 Q Where did they capture themfrom M Wtness?
18 A When they were going to war front.

19 Q And what woul d happen when they went to the G5?
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A So G5 could find a place and ask that civilian the place

where he could stay so that there would not be any problem so

that nobody could force him
Q Wy were they brought fromthe front line, M Wtness?

A So if they had fought there and there was no family to

care of the others, instead of |eaving themthere to perish
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Thank you. Yes, go ahead now, gently.

THE WTNESS: |Instead they |eave themthere in an

village so they too could bring themso that their lives could

saved.
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Q Thank you. And what age of people were brought fromthe

front line so that their lives could be saved?

A Well, there were children anong them and the adults

al so anong t hem
Q And where did the children Iive when they were brought?
A When t hey brought sone of thenf?

Q Yes?



8 A So they will be staying with the wives of those

fighters.
9 Q VWhat did they do when they stayed --
15:43:53 10 A So they would be working in the houses of those wives.
11 Q Thank you
12 A So they would be working for their daily livelihood.
A 13 THE | NTERPRETER: Correction, interpreter. They would
e
14 doi ng domestic work
15: 44: 24 15 MR JORDASH
16 Q Did you see this, M Wtness?
17 A Yes, | saw this, the sane way as | amexplaining to you
18 Q And how did civilians in the zoo bush find food?
19 A Well, we used to go into the bushes to get bush yans
t here;
15:45: 09 20 | ooki ng for cassava.
21 Q Wiy were the civilians living in the zoo bush and not
t he
22 t own?
23 A Well, it was just like enem es used to cone to G ena and
f 24 attack. So they, too, that was the reason they asked us, al
o
15:45:52 25 us who were civilians, to |leave fromtheir mdst.

26 Q Was this '93 to '97?

27 A Yes. That was the way it was happeni ng.
28 Q And who were the enemies and who were they fighting?
29 A The Kamaj ors and the governnent troops.

SCSL - TRIAL CHAMBER |
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Q Did you ever see an Al pha Jet during '93 to '97?

A Yes, | sawit.

Q VWhat did it do when you saw it?

A It cane and |l eft bonmb and dropped it down in G ema Town.

These were the reasons that they asked us to | eave the town

stay in Joe Bushes, so that they can protect our I|ives.

Q And how many people do you think was living in zoo

during this period?

A Those Joe Bushes were nore than -- were in their

Q And what did you observe |Issa Sesay doing in G ena

these years?

A Well, there was a tinme he called CO Msquito, and he

He said there was difficulty in getting medicine. There was
difficulty for food. They said, "Let us try to open the
wat er si de so that we can get the food and nedicine." So they

opened that waterside. W used to take our palmoil. W used

buy seed rice and warings and nedicines. So he did that.
Q And who did those?

A. CO Issa, CO Issa.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: What did he do? Can you take that
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"W used to, we used to." Wiat did he do? Wat happened?
THE WTNESS: He facilitated --

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: CO Issa called Bockarie and conpl ai ned

himthat there was no food, there were no nedici nes, and so

Did Mosquito cone? Did he cone to G ema?
THE W TNESS: Yes, he cane.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes. Then what happened? You're

CO Issa did certain things. Wat did he do?

THE W TNESS: Wen he cane, they agreed that the
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coul d be opened. The riverside was opened. W were doi ng
tradi ng.

MR JORDASH:
Q Who was doing trading?

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Wiere was this riverside?

THE WTNESS: So they took one --

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Were was the riverside?

THE WTNESS: -- civilian, | said. This riverside here,

Tedu, Pumaru, those are the riverside that they opened.
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MR JCORDASH:
Q Is that the border with Guinea, M Wtness?
A Bet ween CGuinea and Sierra Leone.
Q Now, from 1993 to 1997, was there any nedical care in
G ema?
A Yes.
Q Can you describe it, please?
A Yes, | can descri be.
Q Pl ease do sl owy, though.
A Well, those who were ahead of the treatnent, G na, G na
doct or.
Q Dr Gna, is that?
A Dr G na.
Q Who el se?
A Kol | oh Banda.
Q K-OL-L-O-H Banda. |Is that right? |Is that the spelling
am| spelling it --
A Well, | don't know. | don't know now what you have
witten.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: That was right. It is pronounced
SCSL - TRI AL CHAMBER |
SESAY ET AL

5 OCTOBER 2007 OPEN SESSI ON
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Banda. Kolloh Banda, is that not it.
THE W TNESS: Kol | oh Banda.
MR JORDASH:
D d you know Susan Lahai ?

Know Susan? | know her.

Q
A

Q Where did she work?
A She was in the big Joe Bush.

Q VWhere did she get her medicines fronf
A

There was a tine by Baim, there was medi ci ne com ng

there, so along the waterside, they could get nedicine from
there.

Q So you trade?

A Yes, we were doing trading very well.

Q Thank you. Do you know Sal eenf
A

Sal een? He was the person | was tal king about. He was

one that was appointed as |eader for that trading.
Do you know anyone called Dr Fobai?

Dr Fobai? Yes, | know him

Wher e does he work?

He worked in G ema

o » O > O

Who was treated by the nedicine people or the nmedica

personnel in G em?

A Any civilian who had sonme problem you will be treated
for -- you will be treated w thout paying anything. Even a
sol di er, when you are wounded, you will be treated.

Q Were there any schools in the area?

A They opened school at G enm.
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Q Who went to the school ?

A Those children that we had in the Joe Bushes.
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Q Were there any marriage cerenonies during 1993 to 19977
A Yes, there were marriages.

Q Who was marryi ng who?

A Wll, | told you few m nutes ago that the G5 was between

the civilians. There were sone other people whose parents

not there, so he could nake the -- he could facilitate so that
you can take care of that child up to the tine they could find
the child' s parents.

Q Maybe there was a difficulty in translation. | was

whet her there was any marri age cerenoni es between 1993 and

around G eman?

A That is what | have just explained. There was a Gb who

arrangi ng things for us.
Q Are you aware of any freedomfighters getting married?
A Wl |, they had w ves.

Q Did they have wives frombefore the war or after, or
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A So sonme of them had wives. Sonme of them got those wives

during the war.

Q D d you observe any getting wives during the war?

A Wl l, sone of them women were falling in love with
They could say, "This is the particular person we want." But
that tinme there was no noney, except that -- so they all were

they were waiting for to know that you are | ooking after that

person.
Q So were there cerenpnies or not between these peopl e?
A That is what | have said. There was poverty. W don't

have anything. You are eating bush yam How can you prepare

that for a cerenony?
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Q Right. So you're saying there was marriages, but no

cerenoni es because of the nobney?

A Poverty was everywhere. There was no noney. There was

spendi ng of noney.
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But there were narriages; is that what you're saying?

Yes. They were falling in love with each other

Q

A

Q Did you cone to know M Sesay during this tine?
A Yes. That was the time | came to know M Sesay.
Q D d you have any personal dealings with M Sesay?
A

Well, he was -- he did a very good thing to ne. There
a day | did not have salt, so he gave it to me. Even if |

cigarette, he could provide it for ne.
Q Was it just you he assisted in that way?
A Anybody; we, the civilians. You that God has given you

that luck for that day, while you are nmeeting, he will do it

qui ckly. There was no discrimnation on his side.

Thank you. Do you know where M Sesay |ived?

He was in Kanmbama, G ema Town.

Do you know who he lived wth?

Yes. | know the people who were staying with him

VWho was staying with hinf

> O >» O >» O

As he was hurt, those freedomfighters were staying with

hi m because he was hurt.

Q Because he was hurt. Was anyone el se staying with him
besi des --
A Yes.

Who el se?

Well, he had a wife at that tine.

o > O

Do you know a nman cal | ed Boy George?
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A Bob George and others and springs [as interpreted] --

strangers were all staying with him

Q And did you know how ol d Boy George was, approxi mately,

that time?
A Bob Ceorge was about 20 years.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE:  Yes.

MR HARDAVAY: Yes, Your Honour. Can we get an
approximation as to what tine? W have just been dealing
generally between '93 --

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: And ' 97

MR HARDAWAY -- and '97, and it's a w de gap.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes. | think we need that precision
MR JORDASH:

Q When was M Sesay living in Kanbanma during 1993 and

as best you can, M Wtness?

A Kanbama, the only house that was situated al ong that

he was staying in that house.

Q When was he associating with Boy George during this

can you renenber the year?

A Well, | saw themstaying with him but | cannot tell you



21 now the tinme they were staying with him

22 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: You said he was staying in Kanbama.
23 Essentially, it is the same question anyway. Can you renenber
24 the time when he was staying in Kanbanma, where you said he was

16: 03: 31 25 staying with some of these fighters, do you know the year?
Can

26 you remenber the year when he was staying with these fighters
in
27 Kanbanma? Kanmbama is a quarter in Gema? |s Kanbama a quarter
in
28 G emn?
29 THE WTNESS: It is a very small quarter.
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1 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: G enm.
2 THE WTNESS: In Gema, so it is not a very far
di st ance.
3 It is just |like between ne and you.
4 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: It's very close. Yes, you have not

16:04:12 5 answered ny question. Do you know the year when |ssa Sesay,
he

6 gave you salt, he gave you cigarettes. He gave others as
wel |,

7 you know. Take your m nd back. Do you know the year when
this
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happened, when all this happened?

THE W TNESS: | cannot think of that. It was in '95 he

those good things to ne.
MR JORDASH:

Q And after he had done those good things to you in 1995,

you renenber himdoing anything else in 1996, to you or other
peopl e?

A As for me, | try in ny own way so that he could |ike ne,

| was doing nmy own good to himalso. He continued to do good
things to nme until the tinme he left Kono; he left for Kono.

Q And what about to other civilians until he left for

how was he?

A | did not receive any conplaint about him
Q Did you receive any information about himin '96 or '97?
A Those times that you were nentioning, | did not hear any

bad i nformati on about him
Q What about good information?

A The good things, yes, but | did not hear any bad ones,

did it to anybody.

Q Try and be as detailed as you can about the types of

things you heard he did in 1996 and 1997; what you've heard or

what you saw?

SCSL - TRI AL CHAMBER |
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A | explained to you that he used to give ne salt, and

and cigarettes.

Q What about ot her peopl e, though?

A Well, if he had rice, he gave it to ne

Q And ot her peopl e?

A I think so. He was doing that too as he was doing it to

because | did not hear any bad thing about him

Q And did you remain living with these thousands of

in the Joe Bush during this period?

A It was not one Joe Bush. There were a | ot of Joe

Q And did you nove around the Joe Bushes tal king to other

civilians?

A No.
Q Did you talk to any of the civilians?
A If we were to talk, except when we were going to the

riverside to do our trading

Q Was there any farming in Genma in 1993 to 1997?
Even nyself, | cultivated a very big farm

Who was this farmfor that you cultivated?

Even for nyself and the fanilies and nmy dependants.

o > O F

Did you give the products to anyone el se besi des you and
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your dependants?

A Whosoever that was ny dependants, we were eating it.

Q Did you have a farmin 19967

A Yes, | cultivated a very big farm

Q And in 19977

A In 1997, well, | cultivated it in ny village.

Q What did you do with the produce from 1996 and 1997?

A Well, | prepared all of them | threshed all of them
SCSL - TRI AL CHAMBER |
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transported them

Q You transported themto where?

A To ny vill age.

Q For who?

A For nyself and ny famlies.

Q Were you the only civilian with a farm or were there
farns?

A As | cultivated that farm all other civilians

farns in that year.
Q In 1996 and 1997, is that--

A Yes, during that tine we cultivated very big farns.
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Q What happened to the other harvests fromthe other

civilians' farns in 1996 and 19977

A They, too, those produce there for their famlies and

t 0o.

Q D d you see that?

A Yes, | saw it the same way as | amexplaining it to you
Q Now, besides your personal farnms, were there any other

farnms in 1996 and 1997?
A I have said we, the civilians, we all cultivated a good
nunber of farnms in all the villages we are staying.

Q Besi des the individual farnms, was there any other farm

1996 and 19977

A VWl |, where | can explain further, for exanple, now we

peace. Now, like the comunity farns we are cultivating --

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Counsel, now that we have peace, go

to --
THE WTNESS: So we did not cultivate farmat that tine.
MR JORDASH:
SCSL - TRI AL CHAMBER |
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Q Do you know a pl ace call ed Tukpagbehun, M Wtness?

A Yes, | know Tukpagbehun.

Q In 1996 or 1997 was anything there?

A No.
JUDGE BOQUTET: Can you spell that for me, M Jordash?
MR JORDASH: | can, | think. It is T-UK-P-A-GB-E-H U
JUDGE BQUTET: Thank you.
MR JORDASH:

Q You' ve mentioned peace tinme and comunity farm do you

recall that?
A Yes, | can renenber.
Q Just think, M Wtness, about the question. | wll ask
agai n: Tukpagbehun, was anything there?
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes, M Hardaway?

MR HARDAWAY: (hjection, Your Honour, the question has

asked and answered. He said, "No."
MR JORDASH: | think it --
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Because if | got the record right, |I'm

not very sure, he said that besides the individual, that in

and 1997 he had his individual farm all the villages had

i ndividual farms, and that beside that he didn't cultivate any
other farms in 1996 and 1997. | inmagine -- yes?

MR HARDAWAY: Al so, Your Honour, counsel asked that
question specifically for the sane |ocation and the w tness
clearly stated, "No". There was no equivocation as to that

answer .
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MR JORDASH. |'mnot sure there is a rule which says one

cannot try again.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Well, the question has been answered.
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can't be going forwards and com ng back. Let's proceed,

We have to proceed.

Q
A

MR JORDASH: Well --

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: M Jordash, may we proceed, please?
MR JORDASH:

When did you start having a community farm M Wtness?

Vell, I will explain that to you. 1In 1997 that we went,

that was not the tinme we cultivated that farmin Tukpagbehun.

There was fighting at that tine. ECOMS cane to fight back.

was in 1998 that that farmwas cultivated at that -- at
Tukpagbehun.
Q Who cultivated that farn?

o > O >

So we, the civilians.
Wy ?
Well, we said the war was going to an end.

And who worked on the farnf
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A W, the elders of that district.

Q Were there any freedomfighters on the farn?

A It was not a freedomfighter farm

Q How were people treated on the farn?

A They were not forcing anybody. W were doing it

Even nyself sitting down here, | worked there for two years.

Nobody t hreat ened ne.
Q How often did you work on that farm M Wtness?

A There were a good nunber of people. W only worked

for two days. We brushed for one day.
Q You worked for two days out of how nmany days?
PRESIDING JUDGE: Did | get himsaying that he hinself

worked in that farmfor about two years or so?
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MR JORDASH: Yes, Your Honour.
THE WTNESS: For two days | worked there.
MR JORDASH:

Q How many days? Do you say two days out of two years or

days out of --
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A For two days. It is not years. | said two days. Days.

said two days

Q kay. And why did you only work for two days on the

A That day we went and brushed and conpl eted the brushing.
Q And what happened to the harvest on that farnf

A That rice, we decided that we could keep it at the
headquarters. |If there was any neeting, that was the food we
coul d eat.

Q Who's "we"?

A We who were in the comunity; we, the chiefdom people.
Q Did | ssa Sesay have a farn®

A At that tinme |Issa Sesay was not there.

Q When | ssa Sesay was there, did he have a farn?

A In '98 he was not there.

Q In 1996 or 1997 did he have a farn®

A He was having a small farm at Kambama, just |ike they

cultivated a farm and they said, "This is for this big man."
And, sorry, just so that |I'mclear, what year was that?
I think it's around ' 94.

Who worked on the farn?

H's own fam ly, those soldiers

Were there any schools in '96 and '97 in the area?

> 0 » O > O

Well, there were schools, what | know, because we |eft

there, it was in '95 that | noticed that the school was

SCSL - TRIAL CHAMBER |
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functioni ng.

Q And did this -- was there a functioning school in '96

'97 and 19987

A That distance | have explained. 1995 and 1996 and ' 97,

of us left there and went back to our vill ages.

Q So when you returned to your village, M Wtness, did

stay there until the end of the war?

A I was there until the time now you have seen nme here

Q And in 1998, were there freedomfighters in your town or
around your town?
A In '95?

Q No, in 1990 -- when you returned to your town, were

freedomfighters near your town or in your town in 1998 and

A Well, they did not stay there. Al of themcane this

si de.
Q Wi ch ot her side?
They came towards Freet own.

In 1998 and 1999, what were you doing in your town?

> O »

I was doing that of nmy own work, farm ng.
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PRESI DI NG JUDGE: |s he then saying that, between 1998

1999, there were no freedomfighters in his village?

THE WTNESS: So they, all of them as they saw that all

them were coming towards this side, the tine they were pushed

war, again then they went back to us.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: | don't understand that.
MR JORDASH. | can clarify it.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Pl ease do.

MR JORDASH:
Q What year was it when they were pushed back to you?
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A In 1997, when the overthrow took place. Al the

cane to here, this Freetown. At that tinme now they were m xed
wi th governnent troops. The tine now they began to fight with

ECOMS. That was the tine sone of themwent to that side

of them stayed at Kono; sone of them stayed at Tongo.

Q And you nentioned when they came back to you; when did

freedom fighters conme back to you?



16: 24: 25

your

They

16: 24: 51

back

16: 25: 17

t hen

16: 25: 38

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

A When the overthrow took place in '97, when they were
fighting agai nst the ECOMS, that was the tinme they went back

t owar ds us.

Q And when they cane back towards you, did they cone to
t own?
A Yes. Those whose towns were, yes, sone of them cane.

went back to their towns.
Q Sone of the freedomfighters came back to their towns

When you say, "Came back to their towns," what did they cone

to do?

A Well, | saw that. They were pushed backwards.

Q Where did they |live when they cane back to their towns?
A Well, the side where we were staying, they stopped at
Bai ma.

Q And what did they do when they cane back?

A When they went back, they started to fight again, and

they started pushing them back

Q What was the relationship with the civilians and the

freedom fighters when they cane back to the towns?

A There was no bad thing between us, even at that tine.

There was a person, he, that person could take an underwear,

underpants for that person's child. It was not bad.

SCSL - TRI AL CHAMBER |
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Q Were there, in 1998, after they' d conme back, were there

offices in any of the towns?

A There was office in Pendenmbu. It was in Pendenbu that
there was of fice.

Q What was the office in Pendenbu?

A There was MP of fice; even brigade office was there

Q Do you know -- sorry, continue, M Wtness.

A There was G5 office

Q And were the MP -- was the MP office and the G5 office
there doing anything different to what they' d done in G enma?
A It was the sane. The sanme way they were protecting us
there, it was the sane thing they continued.

Q Do you know where O Jalley was in 19987

A Well, | heard that he has gone towards Kono.

Q Do you know where he was before he went to Kono?

A Wll, | saw him-- he was in Pendenbu where | was seeing
hi m

Q In 1998, before going to Kono?

A It was in '98 that he went to Kono. Wen in '97, after
they overthrow that we've cone back, he went towards Kono. In

1998 now he was --

THE | NTERPRETER:  Your Honours, can the witness explain

t hat agai n.

MR JCORDASH:



16: 28: 20 25 Q Coul d you explain that? Before you explain it again,

26 M Wtness, you nentioned Pendenbu and you nentioned Kono;
when
27 do you think he was in Pendenbu?
28 A Pendenbu, after they overthrow, all of us landed in
29 Pendenbu.
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1 Q D d you see O Jalley working in Pendenbu?
2 A | saw him he used to work there.
3 Q How was he working with civilians?
4 A | saidit was fine. They were not doing us any bad
t hi ng.
16:29:06 5 Q Did you see M Sesay in 1998?
6 A Yes, he was not with us now. At that tinme he had gone
7 t owar ds Kono.
8 Q Now, did you move fromyour town at all in 1998 anywhere
9 el se in Kailahun District?
16:29:41 10 A Well, the same place | have said today that when | left
ny
11 village --
] 12 THE | NTERPRETER:  Your Honours, can the w tness sl ow
own

13 and take that |ast bit again?
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MR JORDASH:
Q Take it easy, M Wtness. | know you' ve got a |ot of

informati on but take it easy. Repeat your answer, please.

A I left -- I left -- | left my village, | went to Gem
left Gema, | canme to ny village.
Q And were you able to travel in Kailahun after coning to

your vill age?

A Yes.

Q Wi ch places did you travel to?

A Well, where | said | stopped, that was the place that
came to settle. | was not just noving here and there.

Q I"ve nearly finished, M Wtness. | just want to turn

I may, to your tinme in Gema and ask you sone |ast few

You told us earlier, when we were in a closed session, that

had gone to the bush in Talia; is that right?

A I went to ny siblings.
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Q Did you ever hear, at the tinme you went --

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Not to Talia, the Joe Bush in Tali a.



3 THE WTNESS: Talia, Joe Bush in Talia.

4 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: That's where he went to.
16:31:56 5 MR JORDASH:
6 Q How far is the Joe Bush fromTalia, M Wtness?
7 A So it is about one mle between them
8 Q How far is Gema from Talia?
9 A Two mil es.
16: 32: 23 10 Q Do you know whet her the civilians, including your
si bl i ngs,
11 in the Joe Bush at Talia, ever went into the town?
12 THE | NTERPRETER:  Your Honours, can the counsel take
t hat
13 question agai n?
14 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: The distance to Talia he says is two

16: 32: 45 15 mles?

16 THE WTNESS: Yes, two miles.

17 MR JORDASH:

18 Q Let me just try to ask you a sinpler question: Wich
year

19 do you think you went to visit your siblings? Was it one year
or

16: 32: 59 20 nmore than one year you went to visit thenf

21 A Al'l of us who went into the Joe Bushes, that year, at
| ast
22 it was after two years that | was able to get on to them
23 Q Did you visit themin 1997 or 1996?
24 A In "96, yes, | went to them
16: 33: 37 25 Q Did you visit themin 1997?
26 A It was in 1997 that all of us went back.
27 Q D d your siblings go back?
28 A Al of us went back to our village.



29 Q And did you speak -- let ne put it differently. D d any

of
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1 your siblings ever report to you then or since then of any bad
2 thi ngs happening to themwhile they were in the Joe Bush at
3 Tal i a?
4 A VWell, | did not receive any conpl ai nts bad about those
16:34:31 5 freedomfighters.
6 JUDGE BOQUTET: M Jordash, when you're talking Talia
this
7 is Talia in Kailahun District presunmably?
8 MR JORDASH:  Your Honour, yes.
9 JUDGE BOUTET: | know there is other Talias. | just
want

16: 34: 50 10 to nake sure that this is what we're talking about. So this
is

11 Talia in and around the Gema, and in that particul ar area.
12 MR JORDASH:  Your Honour, yes.
13 Q D d your siblings return to your town or did they live
ina
14 different town?
16: 35:10 15 A Al'l of us went back to our village.

16 Q Have you seen ot her people, other civilians, who were in
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chi ef don??
4

16:37:14 5
be

the zoo bushes at Talia since peace has cone?
A There were many.
Q And you' ve spoken to them since that date, since the war

has ended?

A Yes, others, those who were from Bai wal a.
Q Any reports given to you of any nisbehavi our by the
fighters?

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: M Jordash, can you take that again,

pl ease.

MR JORDASH. Sorry, Your Honour, yes. | asked the
witness -- let nme start it again because | think |'ve got |ost
wel | .

Q The war came to an end, and have you seen civilians who
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were in the zoo bush at Talia since the war canme to an end?

A Even up till now we are still in contact.

Q And the Luawa Chi efdom which towns are in that

A Many a time we could see each other.

Q Let ne ask you specifics. |Is this -- there shouldn't
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any di spute about this -- is Talia in the Luawa Chi ef don?

is that in the Luawa Chi ef donf

A Talia is in Luawa Chiefdom

Q I's Senbehun in that chiefdonf?

A Senmbehun is in that same Luawa.

Q Do you know people from Talia? Do you know civilians
Tal i a?

A Joe Bush in Talia. It was at the Joe Bush that | know

people. That was the place ny siblings were staying.

Q Do you know peopl e from Senbehun?

A I can't quite renenber.

Q Do you know peopl e from Pendenbu?

A So many of them

Q Do you know -- sorry, |I've lost the list of towns;

it. But let me do this, M Wtness. Talia, Senbehun are two
towns in the Luawa Chi efdom Can you nane sone other towns
pl ease, in that chiefdon?

There i s Dkenn.

D-K-E-M A Any other towns in that chiefdonf

Lal ehun.

L-A-L-E-H U N Any other towns?

Yandhun.

Y-A-N-D-HU-N.  Yandhun. Wat was the second nane?

o >» O » O »F

Transl ation, please? Translation, please. Could you repeat
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1 name, please, M Wtness?
2 A Manbaba.
3 Q M A-MB-A-B-A.  And then you mentioned Tikonko; is that
4 right?
16:40:38 5 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: M Jordash, we thought you were com ng
to
6 a close. How nuch nore time do you --
7 MR JORDASH. |'mcoming to an end, The last bit.
8 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Ckay. Al right. Ckay.
9 MR JORDASH:
16: 40: 50 10 Q Ti konko, okay. Any other towns?
11 A Batoma is there.
12 Q Do you know people in these towns to this day, M
Wt ness?
13 A Yes, | know. | can call the names of people who are
t here.
14 Q And have you heard any conplaints fromthem about the

16:41: 27 15 behavi our of the freedomfighters from 1993 to the end of the

16 war ?
17 A | did not get any conpl aint.
18 Q No nore questions, thank you. There will be sone nore
19 questions, but | have finished for now, M Wtness. Thank
you.
16:42:09 20 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Sone nore questions fromyou?

21 MR JORDASH: Not from ne.
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3
4

17:11:36 5
Tour ay.

9

17:11:51 10

and we will

5 OCTOBER 2007

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: So he says he has received no

fromall these people in those -- in these enunerated

agai nst the freedom fighters.

MR JORDASH. Yes.
Sorry, M Wtness?

| did not get any conplaints fromthat end.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Right. W would recess for a few
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[Break taken at 4.40 p.m]
[ RUFO5CCTO7E - CR]
[ Upon resuming at 5.08 p.m]

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: W are resuning this session.

MR TOURAY: Just two questions, Your Honour.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Thank you.

CRCSS- EXAM NED BY MR TOURAY:
M Wt ness.

Yes, sir.

resune to start with the cross-exam nation,

OPEN SESSI ON

and

M
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Q You were at the zoo bush in Gemn, or around G ema
renmenber saying so?

A Yes, | was in Joe Bush in G ena.

Q Now, was there a civilian head over you there?

A In that Joe Bush, there was no chief.
Q

Did you know of any civilian commander who was in charge

that zoo bush?

A In Joe Bushes, there was no el ected commanders, except

of us who were in control of our fanilies.

Q Now, did you know any civilian comander even out of the
zoo bush, maybe in G ema Town?

A I know one of the civilian conmanders, he was in Semabu.

There is Semabu near G ema

Q What was his nanme?

A He was cal |l ed Fodon, Saffa Fodon.

Q Does the name Aruna Fatoma ring a bell to you?

A Aruna Fatoma? Well, | cannot expl ai n sonethi ng about
Q Was he a civilian comuander during that tinme when you

at the zoo bush?
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That man, | cannot expl ain anythi ng about him
Are you saying you don't know anything about hinf
That Aruna person, | don't know anythi ng about him

Are you al so saying you had no business with hinf

> o >» O »

Wel |, nobody was tornenting us there.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Nobody has asked you about tornents.
MR TOURAY:

Q Did you have any business with Aruna Fatoma? Are you

sayi ng you had no business with Aruna Fatoma?

A That is what | want to tell you.

Q What about Aruna Bunda, or Gbondo? Does it ring a bell?
A Aruna Goondo. That, | do not know him

Q And you had no business with a man call ed Aruna Gbhondo?
A No.

MR TOURAY: No further questions.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes, M Cammegh.

MR CAMVEGH: Just a few questions, please.
CRCSS- EXAM NED BY MR CAMVEGH:

Q I just want to get this clear please, M Wtness. Dd

in 1996, ever hear of a civilian commander in G ema call ed

Fat oma?

A Aruna Fatoma, | don't know anything about him | don't
know hi m

Q Ckay. You've told us that there was a G office in

I want to ask you: Does the nane Foray Mansaray mean anyt hi ng
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expl ai ni ng
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you?

A I know about that Foray Mansaray name. And even

too, | know him

Q kay. Is it true that he was the G6 commander in G enma
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1995 to 19967

A He was a G5 commander, just the sane way as | am

and you are seeing ne.

Q I just want to get it clear. Can you confirmthat he

G5 commander in Gemm in 1995 and 19967
A well --

THE | NTERPRETER:  Your Honours, can the w tness take

agai n, and sl ow down?
MR CAMVECH
Q I will put the question again in a different way: [|'m

suggesting that the Gb conmander in Genm, in 1995 and 1996

Foray Mansaray; am| right?

A Foray was the Gb commander at that tine, throughout.
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In G em?
Yes, in G em
Q Now, you've --
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Wat's the tine frame again? 19957
MR CAMMEGH. And si Xx.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: 1995 and 1996
MR CAMMEGH: Yes.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Thank you
MR CAMMEGH:

Q You' ve spent some tinme this nmorning telling us about

duties as a town commander, and you spent some tinme --

JUDGE BOUTET: We were in a closed session. | just want

rem nd you of that.

MR CAMMEGH. Hopefully there is no harm done.

JUDGE BOQUTET: But there is no need to apol ogise. As

know, it may be broadcast on the TV within the Special Court.
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Anyway, you are war ned.

MR CAMMEGH. Thank you, Your Honour
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PRESI DI NG JUDGE: He's taken it back
MR CAMVEGH
Q You spent sone tine this norning, M Wtness, telling us

about the nature of your job, and you spent sone tine

to us your links with the comunities around where you live.

want to ask you this, please: Did you ever receive, or have

ever received any conpl aints about people being forced to hand

over subscriptions of palmoil, or cocoa, or other commodities

freedom fi ghters?
A Vell, | did not see that, because we were the civilians.
If there were any such subscriptions, we were to do that.

Q Right. |Is there any truth in the suggestion that those

did the farmng in the area where you were living in '95, '96,
'97 and '98 were not fed?

A If it is a question, please go over again.

Q Is there any truth in the suggestion that the civilians

wor ki ng on the farms between the years '95 and ' 98 were not

Was that true?

A In our own farns?

Q Yes, the farns that you were familiar with in your area,
G emn

A W were doing the farming for ourselves. W used to

for ourself and we were eating.
Q Were any civilians forced to farmor work at gunpoint?

A That did not happen in ny presence.
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Q Thank you. Did you ever hear any conpl aints about that

happeni ng?
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A That did not happen in ny presence.
Q Have you ever heard of any conplaints by civilians of

fighters stealing food fromtheir personal farns?

A Well, there was a tinme that happened, and | heard of it.
Q What happened to the people who stole food? Wre they
di sci pli ned?

A Yes. \Vhen the enenmies cane to G ena on their way back
sonme of the soldiers interfered with our food and CO Mbsquito

beat them nercil essly.

Q Have you ever heard of a man cal |l ed Augustine Ghao?

A Yes, | know him

Q Do you know where he lived in the years '95 to '98?

A Vell, | did not know any of a single place where he was

staying. They were conming fromG ena, going to Kailahun, as

as over the river. There is not a single place where |I can

yes, | know.



17 Q Did you ever hear any conplaints that M Gbhao was

forcing
18 civilians to carry palmoil and cocoa on their heads to
Kai | ahun
19 Town fromthe bush?
17:25: 43 20 A Well, that, | did not hear of that. | never heard of
t hat.
21 Q Thank you. Wbuld you agree that so far as the genera
22 popul ati on of Kailahun District was concerned during those
years,
23 everybody was united in the war effort against the eneny?
Woul d
24 you agree with that?
17:26: 25 25 A Yes, | agreed with that.
26 Q Can you renenber if Augustine Gbao ever had a farmin
27 G ema?
28 A Well, | cannot explain now where his farm was.
29 Q Vll, let me put it in a different way. 1'm suggesting
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1 that Augustine Ghao never had a farmin Gema. Am|l right
about
2 that, to your know edge?
3 A Those type of people, even if they cultivated a farm
you

4 coul d not know, because one could send you to a --
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PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Don't say that. Don't say that.

go into speculating. It is either you know or you do not know

whet her Augustine Gbhao had a farm

THE WTNESS: | don't know. | don't know.
VR CAMVEGH:
Q Were you aware of any mning in G em?
A | heard of that, but, at that time, all of us were not
t here.
Q Can | just suggest this: To your know edge, M Wtness,

there was never any forced nining. G vilians were never

to do mning in Gem, were they?

A | cannot explain anything about that, because | cannot
expl ai n anyt hi ng about that mining there.

Q Right. The last point is this, please, M Wtness, ny
suggestion is this, and please tell ne if you agree with ne:
M Gbhao never called civilian commanders or town commuanders to
meetings in Kailahun Town where he ordered people to give
subscriptions of food. |'mright about that, aren't 1?

A I cannot explain anything about that. That's why |

know anyt hi ng about it.
Q D d you ever hear fromany nmenbers of the civilian

popul ation, any conpl aint about M Gbao forcing civilians to

subscri pti ons?
A I did not witness that, that type of conplaint to the M

office or &'s office. | did not witness that.
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Q kay. M final questionis this: |In about '95 or '96 -

in fact, at any tinme between '95 and '98, did you ever neet

M Gohao? Do you renenber? Did you neet himin G em?

A In '98, we were not in G em.

Q OCkay. Isn't it right that for a while during the war,
did stay in Gema? Isn't that right? |1'msuggesting it is.
A Vell, I, for nyself, |I did not see himthere.

MR CAMMEGH. Thank you, M Wtness. That's all the
questions | have, Your Honour.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Learned counsel, | don't think --
M Hardaway, | don't think we'll take you on today.

MR HARDAWAY:  Under st ood, Your Honour.

PRESI DING JUDGE: It is 5.30. | know we have two

We have an outstanding issue with you; the issue of your

MR HARDAWAY:  Yes.

PRESIDING JUDGE: | did direct Court Managenent to show

what we al ready have in evidence.

MR HARDAWAY: That is correct, Your Honour.



19 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: So that you decide on how to organise
t he

17:32:52 20 docunents that you were intending to tender.
21 MR HARDAWAY:  Yes, Your Honour
22 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: | think we will visit all those issues
23 next week. This will be on Mnday at 9. 30.
24 For the information of |earned counsel, the RUF case is
17:33: 09 25 sitting on Monday. It is on Monday and al so on Tuesday in the

26 nmorning, up to about 12.00 or 1.00, but not in the afternoon

on
27 Tuesday. |Is that clear? Because we have an engagenent with
t he
28 CDF case on Tuesday in the afternoon
29 So, on Monday, which is supposed to be an CDF day, we
are
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1 not keeping that appointnment to the CDF. It shifted for the
2 reasons of cal endar of counsel concerned to Tuesday at 3.00.
So
3 we are sitting on Monday and on Tuesday at the usual tine
during
4 the nmorning, but not in the afternoon. Are we understood?

17:34:08 5 Right. Yes, M Jordash, you wanted to raise an issue?

6 MR JORDASH: Just a very quick one. W are not sitting
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Tuesday afternoon.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes. You are happy about that, aren't
you?

JUDGE BQUTET: We are, but not in the RUF.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE:  Yes.

MR JORDASH. Can | just update Your Honours as to

orders, which we have inforned the Prosecuti on about. W have

had to nove the witness list slightly. So the next witness to

called will be DI S-007, followed by DI S-225, followed by DI S-

foll owed by DI S-178.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: |Is the Prosecution apprised?
MR HARDAWAY: W are so apprised, Your Honour, yes.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: So is there any other issue to be

before we rise for a well-nerited weekend, although sone of us
don't have a weekend. The Court will rise, and we will resume
here at 9.30. Have a nice weekend.

[ Wher eupon the hearing adjourned at 5.32

to be reconvened on Monday, the 8th day of

Cct ober 2007, at 9.30 a.m]]
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