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Tuesday, 16 Cct ober 2007

[ The accused present]

[ The witness entered court]

[ Open session]

[ Upon commencing at 9.50 a. m]

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Good norni ng, |earned counsel

hope you had an enjoyabl e apparently | ong weekend, and that we
can take of f maybe nmore confidently and surely this norning.
Yes, | see M Cammegh?

MR CAMMEGH. Good norning, Your Honour.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: | hope you are bringing sone confort

| was expecting fromthe intervention
MR CAMMEGH. If only. Your Honour, can | begin this

morni ng by introducing an intern who sits behind ne. Her name

Mari e Fouct eau.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: F-A?

MR CAMMEGH: F-OUCT-E-A-U  Mss Foucteau is from
France. She is an intern funding herself, which |I'm sure Your
Honours will agree is very praiseworthy. She is to assist the
Goao team -- hopefully for the next six nonths.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Wat's the other name? M ss Foucteau?
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MR CAMVECH: Mari e.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Marie Fouct eau.

MR CAMVEGH:  Yes.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: And you say she is an intern?
MR CAMMEGH: Yes.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: In your Defence team --

MR CAMMEGH: Yes, in the Gbhao Defence team funding
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hersel f, yes.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Thank you.

MR CAMMEGH. Thank you, Your Honour.

MR OCGETO. Good norning, My Lords.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Just a minute, please. Yes.

MR OCETO. Just to remind the Chanber, ny nane is Qgeto.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes, okay. M Qgeto, yes.

MR OGETO Let me also take the cue fromny col | eague

M Canmmegh and introduce ny learned friend, M Dunbuya.

is DbUMB-UY-A

still

JUDGE BOUTET: We know him He was with the, nmaybe he

is, for the Principal Defender's Ofice. It is the sane
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person, | would i magine. W' ve seen himin court before.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: M Dunbuya, maybe we didn't pronounce
your name properly. M Dunbuya. Ckay.

MR OCETO. These nanes are difficult, My Lord.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: They are. | nust say we had the same
difficulties, as newconers.

MR OCETO. Yes. Let ne also take the opportunity to
apol ogi se on behalf of our |ate counsel, M Touray.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: So what is M Dunbuya's status in the
Def ence teanf?

MR OGETO He is a co-counsel.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: He is co-counsel.

MR OCETO. He is a new co-counsel. He has previously

worked with our teamin a different capacity but now he is

as a co-counsel .
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: | thank you.

MR OCETO. So the next point is my apol ogi es on behal f
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M Touray, our |late counsel. He is unable to be with us here

this norning. He indicates that he is stuck sonmewhere, unable
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get transport to Freetown, and he has asked ne to express his
apol ogies to the Court. He will be joining us in due course.
Thank you, My Lords.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Al right. Thank you. M ss Foucteau

M Dunbuya, you are very wel cone to the proceedings. W hope
that you will contribute as nmuch as you can in your way to
advance the process that assenbl es us here.

So, this said, | think we should be noving ahead and,

M Jordash, we have a witness in front of us. You raised

i ssues about a witness. You took issues with the Prosecution

the way they were approaching that witness. W do not know

you intend to do because at the time we left, or when we

separated | ast week, we did order that the ex parte notion

had been filed, the request that had been filed by the

Prosecution, be converted, you know, to an inter partes

so this has been done, and | know you were very anxious that

Chanber gives a ruling on this imediately.

I do not know what your stand is on this issue now that

have read the -- because we want to at | east determne this

prelimnary issue before we proceed. | don't know how you

to proceed, you know.

MR JORDASH: | intended to file a response, either today
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first thing tonorrow nor

ning, and invite Your Honours to

an i ndependent investigation into the issue with a view, if

findi ngs support that, t

PRESI DI NG JUDGE

woul d not take any step

0 instigating contenpt proceedings.

Vell, let's wait for your response.

that would further conplicate the
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before we read your response and before we make a

on the matter follow ng

ari ses, the Prosecution
respond to your subniss
MR JORDASH: Yes.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE

your response and maybe, if the

will have to be given the right to

ons on this.

Yes.

JUDGE THOMPSON: To, M Jordash, to demystify the

bit, fromyour perspecti

not certain whether the

to by the Prosecution --

ve, are the circunstances such that

person spoken to by -- allegedly

is the sane person as the one

it
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identified by you as a Defence wi tness because this, to ne,

seemto be the heart of the entire conplaint and, | mean, am|

right in saying the circunstances now are such that we cannot

for certain whether the identity of the person, of the persons
al | egedly spoken to by the Prosecution, is the same, from your
per spective?

MR JORDASH. W can say now that it is certain that the

are the sane.

JUDGE THOMPSON: | see

MR JORDASH: And it's the Prosecution --
JUDGE THOWPSON: | just wanted to clear that up

PRESI DING JUDGE: | don't know. | suppose you are

and that in your reply you will take into consideration the
question whi ch Honourabl e Justice Thonpson has put across and
which is equally the preoccupation of the Bench here.

JUDGE THOWPSON: Yes. | would definitely rest on that.

just wanted to know whether, since you nade these allegations,
sone |ight has been shed on this situation to denystify that

aspect of it. But if not, | would rest on that, just the
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question and then the answer that you give.

MR JORDASH. The issue between us is the Prosecution say
there was insufficient evidence fromwhich they could have
inferred it was the sane person. W say there was plenty of
evi dence, and of course --

JUDGE THOWPSON: | see

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: |In any event, | think we will wait for

your reply on this because we don't need to open a debate on

now.
MR JORDASH: No. | was sinply seeking to answer.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: So nay we now proceed to -- the Court

is -- we had resuned earlier in an open session, haven't we,

we woul d now proceed to continuing the exam nation-in-chief by
M Jordash in open session. M Jordash, you may proceed.
MR JORDASH. Thank you.
W TNESS: DI S-078 [ Conti nued]
EXAM NED BY MR JORDASH: [ Conti nued]

MR JCORDASH:

CGood norning, M Wtness.
Good nor ni ng.

Q W left off on Thursday with a short discussion about

jet plane which caused the civilians to go to the bush. Do

recall that?

A Yes.



10: 05: 41 25 Q And do you recall when, fromthe comrencenent of the
war ,

26 it becane necessary for civilians of Kailahun to be noving
into
27 the bush as a result of the jet plane?
28 A Yes, yes, that used to happen
29 Q Did that happen -- do you know when that started?
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1 A Wel |, at the beginning of the war that happened only
once.
2 After that it did not happen again.
3 Q Until when?
4 A The first time it canme, it killed people in Pendenbu;
about

10: 06:22 5 27 peopl e.

6 Q And then after that?

7 A Then it took a very long time. |t was not coming again.

8 Then later, it came again continuously. At that time we are
now

9 in the bushes. It used to cone, dropping bonbs, killing
peopl e,

10: 06: 55 10 destroying towns and villages. That used to happen
11 Q And do you recall which year that started, in the way

12 you' ve descri bed?
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A Well, the last one that happened, that was what M

termas crazy war. That one | cannot recall because all of us

were now in the bushes. | cannot renenber that particul ar

very wel |
M JORDASH. Can | ask please that the witness be given
this docunent. |It's Defence Exhibit 264. Your Honours, page

30805. M Ceorge, could | just ask that you renove the top

of what you've given to the witness, please.
MR JORDASH:

Q Pl ease read that while the Honourabl e Judges receive

copies. Have you read that, M Wtness?

A vell --
Q Have you read that, M Wtness?
A | have not -- you have to wait for me for a while.

like the lawer to read this letter so that | can hear
Q Ckay. Fromthe & command at Mandu --

MR FYNN:  If | may, My Lord?
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PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes, M Fynn
MR FYNN: M Lord, we wish to take an objection to this

docunent being put to this witness and tendered by him M

we nmake this objection in view of the foll ow ng reasons:
Firstly, nmy learned friend has not established any

connecti on between this docunent and the witness. Secondly,

docunent, we cannot put it in context tine-wise. It is not --

bears no date and My Lord, thirdly, we are faced with the

difficulty in which it seens the w tness, through whomthe

docunent is about to be tendered, cannot read the docunent.

we feel -- we are in a difficult place where we feel the

does not know what he is about to tender and therefore it

properly be said to be his evidence because he doesn't know

this is. He is asking sonebody else to read it for him This

our objection, My Lord.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes, M Jordash?

MR JORDASH: Well, the nexus is clear. [|t's addressed

title which the witness has already testified to having at

time. Two, there is a date; it is next to the signature,
23/ 8/92. Three, sinply because the witness cannot read the

docunent or wants help to read the docunent doesn't nean to

he didn't receive it; it doesn't mean to say he didn't respond
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PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Are you suggesting that 23/8/92 is not
just a figure and that it is a date?

MR JORDASH. |'msuggesting it's a date, yes. But, in

event, even if it wasn't a date, nmy learned friend s objection

somewhat premature since one cannot establish a date until one

all owed to ask a question about it.
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JUDGE BOQUTET: Assunming that this is a date howis it

relevant to our case? | nean, this is a docunent from

to you, from August 1992.
MR JORDASH:  Yes.

JUDGE BOQUTET: Aren't we a bit a far di stance from our

objective? W are tal king of August 1992 here.
MR JORDASH: But the problem and it always remains the
problem is the Prosecution are alleging joint crimna

enterprise; a systemwhich operated from 1991; a system

the sane; a systemof brutalising the civilians of Kailahun
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other places in Sierra Leone; a systemwhich forced themto

a systemwhich forced themto feed the war effort and any
evi dence, therefore, which shows that the systemfromthe

begi nning was different is relevant and | don't intend to take

huge anmount of time, | intend to nove quickly through these

years, but we say the systemwas instigated at the beginning

the war. It remained the same in Kail ahun throughout the war

was a systemof civilians and RUF, Sierra Leonean RUF, working

t oget her agai nst the eneny, the government forces. |'m not

how -- what nore | can say to say that this is relevant, given
the Prosecution allegations.

JUDGE BQUTET: There is rel evance and rel evance. |

don't know how -- and we have observed on that | ast week and
before -- we are in 1992. | would like to see what happens in
1996 and after.

I mean, you go into sonme background information. W

al l owed the Prosecution to do that but we al so remi nded the
Prosecution that they should nove on to what we were concerned

about as such and that these are the -- this is the indictnent

SCSL - TRI AL CHAMBER |
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and the counts contained in the indictnent with the tine frane

alleged. We are now, | nean, if we keep going that way, we

going to be here for quite a while and we are not interested,

except if you' d convince nme that it is clearly relevant to

we are dealing wth.

W have all owed you, again with this w tness, the

witnesses, to explore sonme activities that are taking place

to 1996, but | think there's alimt toit. So |I'm concerned

agai n because now you are bringing in evidence, or attenpting

exhi bit about activities that are taking place in 1992, and

concer ned.
MR JORDASH: \When do the Prosecution say the system
started? They say it started in 1991. W say it didn't.
JUDGE BQUTET: Well, according to your own evidence as

such, when the Gos cane in, it's in that tine frame, 1991

I nean, it's not only the Prosecution, it's your case too.
MR JORDASH: No, it's not. |It's not our case that the

Si erra Leonean RUF, which was the conmand group, the group

was -- which contained the first accused -- had anything to do
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with the systemof brutality, if there was a system of

|l ed by the G os.

JUDGE BOUTET: That's not what | said. | said this is

your case that the Gos came in 1991 into Sierra Leone.

MR JORDASH. Yes, but the point is this: That this

is a Sierra Leonean and this witness will give evidence about
JUDGE BOUTET: Anyhow, you have heard ny comments. [|'m
still concerned about that and we will let you go but | just

want ed you to know that you are on notice that | am not

to hear that for a very, very long tine.
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MR JORDASH. Well, I'mof course in Your Honour's hands.
JUDGE BQUTET: | am speaking for nyself on this issue.

MR JORDASH. W, in the Defence, have been put into

an i npossi bl e position.

JUDGE BQUTET: M Jordash, please proceed. | have not

this, not to be ruled inadm ssible. Please proceed.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: M Jordash, you nay proceed.



8 MR JORDASH. Thank you
9 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: And the docunent is addressed to the

10: 17: 02 10 [ REDACTED]. This witness has said he was. So your objection
has

11 been recorded but it is overruled for now, on the issue of
this
12 particul ar docunent, and M Jordash may proceed
13 MR FYNN: If | may, one of the grounds on which we did
14 obj ect regarded --
10:17: 23 15 PRESI DI NG JUDGE:  Yes.
16 MR FYNN: -- with respect to the docunent not having a
17 date, which M Jordash has since furnished, and the concerns
18 whi ch your | earned brother Boutet has expressed --
19 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: M | earned brother Boutet has
expressed

10: 17: 45 20 his concerns, and he has --

21 MR FYNN. That is an objection we would wish to take

t 0o.
22 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: But he has said M Jordash can proceed
23 and we woul d proceed, M Fynn
24 MR FYNN: | just wanted to --

| 10:17:56 25 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: | think we better let it -- we better

et
26 the matter rest there.
27 MR FYNN: |If you had nade a ruling regarding that point.
28 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: W have, and you can proceed, please
29 MR FYNN:. As My Lord pl eases.

SCSL - TRI AL CHAMBER |
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PRESI DI NG JUDGE: W have taken note of what you have

and | earned Justice Boutet, who had concerns about that, has

M Jordash can continue. M Jordash, may you continue pl ease.
JUDGE THOMPSON: And next tinme you address the Bench
properly.
MR FYNN: My Lord.

JUDGE THOWMPSON: Next tine you address the Bench

MR FYNN: M apologies, My Lord.
JUDGE THOWPSON: Ri ght.

MR JORDASH. Can | request that Your Honour's comment

the title be redacted and that the --
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes, it will be so redacted, you know,
it's just that it cane --
MR JORDASH: No. It's -- we have all done it.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: -- no harmwas nmeant, you know. |t

shoul d be redacted because this was evidence that was adduced

cl osed sessi on.

MR JORDASH: Could | ask that the journalist in the

gallery do not report that?

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: And let the journalist in the public
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gallery not report this piece of evidence because it was

during the closed session and matters which transpire in

sessions are not intended for public consunption
MR JORDASH:  Thank you

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: They are given in total

so we don't want to see any publications on this in any news
medi a.
MR JORDASH: Thank you.

Q M Wtness, renenber we are in a closed session and
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know i f you heard --

JUDGE BQUTET: We are not in a closed session

MR JORDASH: Sorry.

JUDGE BOQUTET: W are in open session. W were. W are
not .

MR JORDASH:

Q Sorry, we're in an open session. W're in an open

so there are people in the public gallery, so just be warned;

okay? Are you with nme?
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A Al right.

Q We want to nove through sone exhibits which relate to

early years, but we want to do it very quickly so we can

in 1996 as qui ck as possible; okay?

A Al right.

Q So let's proceed. You wanted nme to quickly read the
docunent fromthe & commander to the post you hel d:

"l have heard that the group that went to receive SLUSH

this country left four days ago. You prom sed neeting ne."
THE | NTERPRETER:  Your Honours, can the |earned counse
take that question again or speak slowy?
MR JORDASH:
Q I"lI'l start that again:

"l have heard that the group that went to receive SLUSH

this country left four days ago. You pronised neeting ne for
necessary arrangenent with regards to the census of both

di spl aced and residents of towns and villages in Mandu."

A I thank that nman. | amtelling himtoday from 1991 up
to --

THE | NTERPRETER:  Your Honours, can the witness speak
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sl owl y?
THE WTNESS: Ckay. Al right.
VR JORDASH:
M Wtness, take your tinme. Pause after two sentences.

There are certain docunents, the way they typed it, that

the way | am now confused about, and ny |evel of education

stopped at Cass 3. Those people that left their villages,

were everywhere in the towns.

Q Wiy did they | eave their villages?

A At that time there were attacks. W were not -- we were
restless. W were noving.

Attacked by whon?

The government troops used to attack.

And did you receive this letter?

Yes.

o >» O » O

And the arrangenent it refers to, with regards to the

census of displaced and residents of towns and villages in

did or was there arrangenents nade?
A Yes, we made the arrangenent. All those people, we nade

letters -- they gave those letters for ne. They asked ne to

their responsibility so they would be able to send themto

vil | ages.

Q To send what to those villages?
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A So that they would go and settle there because they were

di spersed. We used to take them fromthe bushes and bring

to the town.
MR JORDASH. Could | ask that that be exhibited, please.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: It's your Defence Exhibit 2647

MR JORDASH. Yes, please.

SCSL - TRI AL CHAMBER |

SESAY ET AL

16 OCTOBER 2007 OPEN SESSI ON

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes, M Fynn, any objection?

MR JORDASH. None, My Lord.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Thank you.

MR JORDASH. Perhaps | should ask to be conplete.
Q Do you recall when you received this, M Wtness?

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Can we mark it first, please?

THE WTNESS: Well, the letter | received --

MR JORDASH:
Q M Wtness, ny fault.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: What's the exhibit, please, Court
Managenent ?

MR CEORCE: 238, Your Honour.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: 2387

MR GEORGE: Yes, Your Honour.
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[ Exhibit No. 238 was narked]

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes, M Jordash, you nmay proceed.

MR JORDASH:
Q Do you recall when you received this letter?
A The tine | received that letter, it was in 1991.
Q Ckay.
A To 1992.
Q

kay. Can you see the nunber at the bottom near the

signature? Does that ring any bells for you?

A Well, | am seeing 23 and 88 and 2

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: It is a signature they are draw ng

attention to, not to the digits. The signature.
MR JORDASH. No, the digits, Your Honour
PRESIDING JUDGE: Ch, is it the digits?

MR JORDASH. Yes. | was just wondering if the w tness
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recogni sed the digits.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: | see. Ckay.
MR JORDASH:

Q Does that assist you in any way with the date?
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A Whi ch one?

Q 23/ 8/ 92.

A | said, starting from 1991 to 1992.

Q kay. Let's leave it at that then. Let's nove on to --

could I ask, please, that the witness be given Defence Exhibit

241 and if the top sheet could be renmoved, please. Your

page 30763. Now, M Wtness, do you recogni se the docunent?

A Yes, this docunent, | recognised it.
Q Did you receive it?
A Yes, | received it.

Did you receive it on the date stated, 18 August 1992?
Yes, that was the day | received it, in 1992.

Q And did the civilians -- sorry, were the civilians

with brushing the farmin the way suggested?

A Yes. We brushed a very big farm W used to brush

Yes, we did cultivate a big farmin that 1992

Q And junior forces comuander, was he Sierra Leonean or
Li berian or neither?

A Well, the tinme the Gos started to push back, the G os
starting fromthat 1992.

Q Started to push back where?

A The juni or comuandos, they took over now. The tine the
Li berians started pushi ng back to Liberia.
MR JORDASH: Thank you. Could that docunent please be

exhi bi t ed?
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PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Are you seeking leave to tender it or

you just expressing your wish that it be exhibited?

MR JORDASH: |' m seeking | eave to tender the docunent as

exhibit. Thank you
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Right. Yes, M Fynn?
MR FYNN: No objection, My Lord.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: This would be exhibit 239, would it?
MR GEORCE: Yes, Your Honour.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: The docunent is admtted and it is

confidentially as Exhibit 239 because of the nention of the

location and title of the witness. And so also is Exhibit

It should be marked confidentially, please.
[ Exhibit No. 239 was admitted]

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes, M Jordash. You may continue,

pl ease.

MR JORDASH: Thank you. Could the w tness please be

Def ence Exhi bit 252, which is, Your Honours, page 20784. Yes,



18 t hank you.

19 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: On page what ?
10: 31: 32 20 MR JORDASH: Sorry, 30784.
21 Q Do you recognise that? M Wtness, did you receive this
22 invitation on 16 Decenber 1992, or thereabouts?
23 A Well, ny lawer, | amexplaining to you. Sone of the
24 docunents you give ne, | would like to look at it and read it

10: 32: 36 25 very clearly because | would --
26 THE | NTERPRETER:  Your Honours, can the wi tness speak

27 sl owl y?

28 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: This witness, his education is only up
to
29 C ass 3.
SCSL - TRI AL CHAMBER |
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1 THE W TNESS: The docunent, | would --
2 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Can he really read this at this stage?
3 Unl ess he has sone additional intellectual achievenents --
4 THE WTNESS: | can --
10:32:59 5 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: -- because if he is taken for his
word, a
6 Class 3, | wonder if in Cass 3 you would be able to nmake

7 anyt hi ng out of a docunent like this?



8 MR JORDASH. Well, he received it.

9 THE WTNESS: Well, | want to tell this Court, | want to
10: 33: 17 10 tell the Court that the document in front of ne cannot read in
a
11 haste. | can read. The letter, the document you've given to
nme
12 | can read, but not in a haste.
13 MR JORDASH
14 Q Thank you, M Wtness, for the explanation. Go ahead
10: 33: 46 15 A | have understood this docunent. The War Counci
Chai r man
16 wote this letter to ne.
17 Q And did you attend the installation cerenony of the War
18 Counci | menbers?
19 A No, | did not go there, but we sent themthere.
10: 34: 14 20 Q And do you know who was responsible for setting up the
ar
21 Counci | ?
22 A Yes, it was M Foday Sankoh
23 Q And do you know what the purpose or objective of the War
24 Counci | was?
10: 34: 34 25 A M Foday Sankoh created the War Council. | would Iike
you

26 to listen very keenly. He created that War Council so that in
27 every town, for exanple, we can call it a section, because in
28 every chiefdom if you have --

29 THE | NTERPRETER:  Your Honours, can the w tness speak

SCSL - TRI AL CHAMBER |
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sl ow y?
MR JORDASH:
Q M Wtness, sorry, go back.

THE | NTERPRETER. And take that last bit of his

MR JORDASH:
Go back two sentences.

Every chiefdom if there are four sections, you would

four people to be represented in the council, so that they

go and listen to the people in that nmeeting and so that they
woul d be able to explain to themthe purpose or the reason for

which the war cane to this country. So whilst they were in

nmeeting, after the neeting they will cone back to explain to

so that they will be able to know the reason the war canme into
this country, so that they will really know the reason for the

war. Secondly, if there was anything that was disturbing

because the G os were |leaving this country finally, so, when

hel d that neeting, when they cane back, they will be able to
explain to us, we, the chiefdom people.
Q Ckay.

A This gave ne the opportunity, the docunent you gave ne
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10:38:20 5

10: 39: 04 10

last, | have renmenbered now, that was -- the reason for that

to |l et people go back to their villages.
Q kay. | see. Thank you, M Wtness. Could this be

exhi bited, please? Could | tender this docunment as an

pl ease?

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: | am not getting the translation any
nore. | don't know what's happening. |Is there a di sconnect
somewhere? Are you getting the translation?

THE | NTERPRETER: Yes, it has been translated. Are you
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getting the translation? The interpreter is speaking. Your
Honours, are you getting the interpretation?
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes, let's get on

MR JORDASH. May | tender this docunent as an exhibit,
pl ease, Your Honour?

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: M Fynn?

MR FYNN. No objection, My Lord.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: This is admtted and narked
confidentially as Exhibit 240.

MR GEORGE: 240, yes.
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[ Exhibit No. 240 was admitted]
MR JORDASH: Coul d the witness pl ease be given Defence
Exhi bit 248. Your Honours, page 30780.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: 307807
MR JORDASH: Your Honour, yes.

Q M Wtness, thisis along letter and | want to try to

this short, if | can.

A Ckay.

Q Let me just read some of the salient bits and see if you
recall this letter:

"Dear Commander, | received on Monday from an

meeting which was held at G ehun Luawa Chi ef dom on Sunday the
26th. |1'msure you were officially inforned by the regiona
secretary".

And then in the next paragraph it says:

"Inlieu of this I have invited all the master farners,

| ady farnmers and section farners to neet ne on Thursday, the

of this month."

Does this small part of the letter remind you of the
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letter?

A Yes.

Q And | hope there's -- did you renenber receiving the
letter?

A Yes, | received that letter.

Q And did it relate to the organisation of civilian

A Yes. W had that neeting, in a very big neeting.

And did this have anything to do with the RUF?

Wel |, concerning farmng, the arrangenent that we nade

the farm ng, because they were head of the farming, the
agricul ture.
Q Who was the head of the agriculture?

A Well, that's what I"'mtrying to -- you have to wait for

for a while so that | would talk sonmething on that. Firstly,

was M Faya Miusa, he was the head of everything. After, it

AA Vandi. Then Sal eem Gama. They used to call him Saleem A

Sal eem
Q VWhat were these people you just nentioned the head of ?
A For the agricultural unit. That was the unit they were

menber of. W used to get rice fromthem

Q And how long did the agricultural unit operate during
war ?

A The tine the Gos left the country, the agriculture work
started. It did not end until the end of the war.

Q And what was the object and purpose of the agricultural



26 unit until the end of the war?

27 A Well, M Sankoh said that even if you are fighting a
war ,
f 28 you too will be eating because you are going to prepare food
or
- 29 your feeding, so that if you are eating this food now, you
Wi
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1 be happy.
2 Q Al right. Thank you
3 A So the farm-- okay.
4 Q Don't let ne cut you off. Wat were you going to say?
10: 43:55 5 A Well, the farm ng, whenever we went to hold the
6 agricultural neeting, we would eat there to our satisfaction
7 MR JORDASH: Ckay. My | tender that docunent as an
8 exhi bit, please?
9 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: M Fynn?
10: 44: 28 10 MR FYNN: No objections, ny Lord.
11 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: The docunent is adnmtted and marked

12 confidentially as Exhibit 241.
13 [ Exhibit No. 241 was admitted]

14 MR JORDASH: May | ask that the witness please be given



10: 45: 01 15 Def ence Exhi bit 257. Your Honours, page 30792

16 Q Addressed to you. Subject: Information 28 February
1993.

17 From The IDU commander, | think Monodu Monoh, and it appears
to

18 be a letter inform ng you about the establishnment of an | DU

19 office at Lavuma and the second paragraph is interesting and

10: 46: 24 20 r eads:

21 "Secondly, we are also inform ng you about these
vil | ages

22 in the chiefdom nanely, Gorobu and Bondai, that people are

23 resettling in the two nanmed villages. Before that could
happen |

24 woul d like you to informthe front-1ine conmanders at Bainm,"
I

10: 46: 56 25 think it says "Baim," "because these two villages are cl oser

to

26 the front line and pl ease get any answer from anybody in
charge

27 before allowing themto settle."

28 Did you receive this letter?

29 A Yes, yes, | received that letter. That letter, the tine
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received it, the IDU, there was a tinme the civilians started -

THE | NTERPRETER: Your Honours, can the w tness take

statenent again. Speak slowy.

MR JORDASH:

M Wtness, repeat your answer but slowy.
Ckay. Ckay.

Repeat your answer.

> O > O

The tinme the civilians got the power now, when the

commandos started taking over, whatever you used to do, you

to explain it to the chiefs. |If you did anything w thout the

approval of the chief you would not be allowed to continue.

I DUs canme and said they wanted to open that office and explain

that matter to that chief. So they took a permnission that

of fice must be opened at Lavuma. So they opened it there.

those towns in that chiefdomwere |isted dowm. They were

very close to the front line but they did not allowit. They

not allow people to stay there. For exanple, Mniagoi hun

Ton, Bonde, Gorbu, they were very close to the target area.
Q Thank you.
MR JORDASH. May | tender this docunent as an exhibit?
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: M Fynn?
MR FYNN: No objection, My Lord.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Admitted and marked confidentially as

Exhi bit 242
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MR JORDASH:  Thank you.
[ Exhibit No. 242 was admitted]
MR JORDASH. If | may, just to save the Court tinme, I'd
like to put the remaining three exhibits from 1993 to the

wi tness, ask himto recognise it and then wi thout coment nove
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on, if that's going to help save sone tine.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: It depends on what the attitude of the

Prosecution will be. | think if M Fynn is shown the

MR JORDASH. If | may, the first one is Defence
Exhi bit 242. Your Honours, page 30765. The second one is
Exhi bit 254, Your Honours, page 30788.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Let 30765 be shown to M Fynn for the
Prosecuti on.

MR JORDASH: M Fynn has got a copy. Could it be given

the w tness, please?

Q M Wtness, |'mjust going to ask you to recognise if

can the docunment and then that is all |I wll ask you about it.

If you recognise it, say so.
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1

A Yes, | recognise it.

Q Thank you. It is, just for the record, nenorandum from

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: M Fynn, what is your attitude to

Are you --
MR FYNN:. M Lord, | have no objections.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes, M Jordash, you are tendering it?

MR JORDASH. Yes, please. Could |, for the record, say

is a menorandum fromthe blacksmith chief, Mandu Chi efdom to

witness. My | tender that as an exhibit? Could |I also ask

the witness be given exhibit, Defence Exhibit 25 --

PRESI DING JUDGE: It is admtted and marked

as Exhibit 242.
MR JORDASH: Thank you.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: 243, |I'msorry. 243.
[ Exhibit No. 243 was admitted]

MR JORDASH: And Defence Exhibit 254, if that could be
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given to the witness.



2 Q The sane procedure, M Wtness, if you would

3 A Yes, | know that.
4 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: That is on what page?
10:53:20 5 MR JORDASH: Sorry, Your Honour, 30788.
6 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: It is Defence Exhibit 2547
7 MR JORDASH: 254, yes.
8 Q Addressed to you again, M Wtness. Subject: Price of
9 food itens and dated 20 March 1993. Did you receive this
letter?
10: 53: 52 10 A Yes, it reached nme and all the chiefs, when the chiefs
cane
11 together, and | attended to it and we were all very happy.
12 MR JORDASH: Thank you very nuch. My | tender that
13 docunent as an exhibit, please?
14 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: M Fynn?
10: 54: 07 15 MR FYNN: No objection, My Lord.
16 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: It is admtted and marked

confidentially

17 as Exhibit 244.

18 [ Exhibit No. 244 was admitted]
f 19 VWhat is the next exhibit, M Jordash. |If we may get out
o
10: 54: 44 20 this zone.
21 MR JORDASH:  Exhi bit 251, which is, Your Honours, page
22 30782.
23 [ RUF160CTO7B - M|
_ 24 Q Sane procedure, if | could, M Wtness: Do you
recogni se

10: 55: 08 25 t he docunent ?
26 A Yes, | recognise this docunent very, very well

27 Q And does it contain --
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PRESI DI NG JUDGE: |Is that the docunent on page 307837

MR JORDASH:  Your Honour, yes. It's a list of nanes.
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Q Is that a list of names for the agricultural

M Wtness?

A Yes, | said | recognise this docunent.

Q The agricultural subconmittee was responsible for what,

just briefly?

A Well, at one tine, | want to explain a little about this
docunent so that you'd understand. | cannot just say --
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: And | trust, if you want to tender it,

unl ess you get into other things hereafter; are you tendering

M Jordash?
MR JORDASH: Yes, may | tender it please?
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: You are tendering it?
MR JORDASH:  Yes.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes, M Fynn?
MR FYNN: My Lord, we wish to take an objection. W

firstly object that the document is not dated and cannot be
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placed in tine and, secondly, we would also submt that this

is not relevant to the offences charged. It doesn't, one way

the other, add or subtract to them Those are our objections.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: What if you are told, M Fynn, that we
have adopted a very open, and not to call it a too generous,
policy in the admissibility of docunments and that we reserve
i ssues like this when we are | ooking at the probative val ue of
t hose docunents.

MR FYNN: Yes, My Lord, that would answer the question

regarding tine but, then, we would still be left with the

of how relevant this is to the of fences charged. This, as

said --
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: | ndeed. |ndeed. Wen we talk of the
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probative value, we talk of the probative value in terns of

segnents of the case; the rel evance to the proceedi ngs and the

rel evance to the facts in issue, and what have you. This is

we are saying. Wen we admit, it does not necessarily nean,
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know, that we are giving an imedi ate credit to the docunent;

It has to be assessed and the issue of the probative val ue

be determ ned by the Chanber in due course

MR FYNN: | stand guided by Your Lordship. Thank you

Honour .

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Thank you. So you are withdraw ng

obj ection, | suppose, because we don't want to say we are
overruling it.

So this docunent is admtted and nmarked confidentially

Exhi bit 245.
MR GEORGE: Yes, Your Honour.
[ Exhibit No. 245 was admitted]
MR JORDASH:
M Wtness, what did the agricultural subcommittee do?
We had cocoa. W harvested it and we placed themin
stores. At the tine of the war nobody cared for them And we

gathered all, and M Sankoh said we should hand it over to

He went to Kailahun and sold it and bought salt, Maggi

and placed themin those stores. They were there. Woever

with, for instance, if anybody canme, for instance, with cocoa,
and he sold it, he would give you that tobacco. |If you wanted

salt, they would give it to you, but the | eaders that were

at that tine, their nanes were placed on that list. This is
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Q Thank you. And the AA Vandi on that list, is that the
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Vandi you nentioned earlier this norning as being the head of

agricultural unit?

THE | NTERPRETER: Coul d | earned counsel please speak
t hr ough t he m crophone?

MR JORDASH: Sorry.

Q The AA Vandi, is that the sanme Vandi who becane the head

the agricultural unit?

A In our own section these were his subordi nates who were
working. This man who is at the top, he was the chairnan.

Q And was it Sal eem who took over from hin®

A. Yes. That was the tine Sal eemtook over but at that

they were all working together, but Sal eem was the | eader
MR JORDASH. Thank you. Could |I ask please, that the

wi t ness be given Defence Exhibit 244. Your Honours, page

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: How many nore of these exhibits do you

have, M Jordash?
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MR JORDASH: Well, this is the second-to-last one of the
present and then we nove on to 1996

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes, you may proceed.

MR JORDASH. O certainly 1995.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: The sooner we get to 1996 and

M Jordash, the better, for the purposes of relevance in these
proceedi ngs. | amreechoing what my col |l eague and br ot her
| earned Justice Boutet said this norning, and | think that we

need to address that very very seriously, and to get to the

i ssues that concern us in this trial

Al'l these issues concern us, they will guide us in

at a determnation, but | think we are nore interested not

|l ot of information in the background and | eaving the core
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properly unaddressed. These are concerns and we think we

draw your attention to this.

You may proceed, please.
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MR JORDASH. Well, may | -- | don't want to obviously

time or be difficult, obviously, but it's our case that this

core because it goes to the heart of the way the RUF operated

Kai l ahun. | don't know any ot her way of proving that but by

showing it year-by-year, that civilians were working hand-in-

with the RUF, and if | start at '96 or '97 then | --
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: That is historical. W say yes, you

could but, but, what matters to us is how the RUF operated

the tinme franme of the indictnent that has been laid by the

Prosecution. This is what we are saying. That is what, to

is nore relevant, as far as these issues that you are raising

concerned. They provide a bridge, a historical bridge between

the birth of the rebellion, of the uprising, and the period

has been specified tenporarily for the purposes of these
Pr osecuti ons.

But | think what we need to address nore is the core

that come within the tine frame of the indictnent. This is

shoul d pre-occupy us and you yourself, too, | would inagine.

MR JORDASH. And this is a civilian who will say how it

then at the beginning was how it was throughout. That is the
point. That he was doing --

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Wl l, the sooner he can conme to the
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period and tell us that that was as it was in the beginning,

it was in the end, | think we would appreciate that. He has
given us a |l ot of background as to the agricultural setup; who

were the officers; there was an organisation. He said al
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of things.

Now, if he now noves to the period that is covered by

indictmrent, and says that what was happening before is what

happened during this period that is alleged by the Prosecution

the indictment -- | think that is what | amreferring to as

core issues -- because they are related directly to the
al l egations that are nmade agai nst the accused person in the
i ndi ctment.

MR JORDASH. We've got through, | think, eight w tnesses

five days. | amgoing as fast as | humanly can. | don't

there has been a tine when eight wtnesses have been done in

days. This pressure to keep noving is --



13 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: But we reserve our comments, you know,

on
14 what you are saying. W want to nove forward.
. 11:07: 47 15 MR JORDASH. But | can't go any faster. Eight w tnesses
in
16 five days is unprecedent ed.
17 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: That is by your judgnent, it is
18 unpr ecedent ed.
19 MR JORDASH. Well, I've -- the point is --
11: 07: 47 20 PRESI DING JUDGE: | say it is by your judgnent. You say
21 it's unprecedented. It is your judgnent.
22 MR JORDASH: Wl l, no one can say eight witnesses in
five
23 days is slow. No one can say that.
_ 24 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: There was a day we did three wi tnesses
in
11: 07: 47 25 one day in your case; is that not true?
26 MR JORDASH: Yes.
27 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes, we did three in one day.
28 MR JORDASH. But eight witnesses in five days is not
sl ow.
29 It's not slow
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1 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: M Jordash, may you proceed pl ease. |
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think one gratitude you should owe to the Bench is for the

to -- to accept the hints that the Bench gives you in the

of your case, and | think we are duty bound to put across

things to you and to enabl e you to assess the evidence you are
adducing, in order to advance the process. That is why we are
here. | think we nay proceed.

MR CAMMEGH: Your Honour, it's no reflection on the

of the debate that we have just heard but | wonder if you

let ne just | eave the roomfor two mnutes?

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: | beg your pardon, M Canmegh?

MR CAMMEGH: |'mjust asking if | can |eave the room for
two minutes with the assurance that it has no bearing on the
quality of the debate --

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: No, we never would interpret it that

at all, never.
MR CAMMEGH: Thank you

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: You've always |l eft when you've thought

| eavi ng and then you have cone back when you --
MR CAMMEGH: Thank you. It's only for 15 ninutes.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: -- have so there is no problem W

not relate that to this at all. There is no incident at al

anyway. This is a normal dial ogue between counsel and the

It is normal in a judicial process.

MR CAMMEGH. O course. Your Honour, while I amon ny



26 feet, M Sesay passed nme a note just now asking if he could go

to
27 t he bat hr oon?
28 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Ch yes, he could. Wy not? Yes,
29 M Jordash, sorry.
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1 MR JORDASH. Thank you. Just the last two, then, of
this
2 period. Defence Exhibit 244.
3 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: On page what, M Jordash? 244, that
is
4 30771? 30771, Defence Exhibit 2447
11:10: 13 5 MR JORDASH: | think Your Honour is ahead of ne,
actual ly.
6 30771, yes.
7 Q I think -- have you got that in front of you, M
Wt ness?
8 A Yes, that's the docunment in front of ne.
9 Q Woul d you just explain what that is very quickly,
pl ease?
11:10: 50 10 THE | NTERPRETER: Can | earned counsel please speak
t hr ough

11 the m crophone? The interpreter did not get what you said.

12 MR JORDASH: Sorry.
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Q Coul d you just explain what that is, M Wtness, very
quickly. Is that entitled: "Contributions for feeding the
counsel | ors, chi efdom commanders and town nothers"; do you see
t hat ?

A Yes, it's in this docunent. It canme to a time when they
said that we should feed thembut we said at the time that we

woul d hang heads, that it was M Sankoh who brought it. [If it

interms of food they should try and give it to him
Q But this appears to be contributions for feeding the

councillors and the chi efdom commanders and town nothers; is

right.
A Yes.
Q And it's noted in the docunment "Your contribution has
schedul ed”
A Yes.
Q -- "according to the availability of the commodity in
area." |Is that howit went?
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A Yes, that's exactly how it happened.
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MR JORDASH. Could | tender this as an exhibit, please?
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: M Fynn?
MR FYNN: No objection, My Lord.

PRESI DING JUDGE: It is admtted and marked

as Exhibit 245.
MR GEORGE: 246.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: 246, |'m sorry.
[ Exhibit No. 246 was adnitted]

MR JORDASH: And could | ask that the witness be given

Def ence Exhi bit 246, please. Your Honours, page 30774.

Q And do you recogni se the docunent, M Wtness, fromthe
of fice of the --

A Yes, | recognise this docunent. | know sonething about

this docunent. This docunent, it was M Foday Sankoh who

it and sent it to all the chiefs. He said: Starting from

day that this letter has been received, everybody should know
that the feeding of soldiers is not their responsibility. Al

chi ef dom heads, you woul d come together in your own chi ef dom

put it to the people, that the feeding of soldiers was not

responsibility, and, apart fromthem the feeding of soldiers

not on anybody as an obligation. It was he, hinself, who

it; M Foday Sankoh. And, in return, he enphasised it.

Q And do you know what year this was sent, or this order

passed?
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A This letter, inthis letter it was in 1993. [t was in

1993.
Q And was there any inplenentation of this order, as you
it?
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A Yes, it was -- it worked out very very well. At that

the Gos had left conpletely. It was at the tine that he

this order and everybody was happy, and people were free to go
everywhere, searching for food. Watever you wanted to do you
woul d do.

Q And it notes that the person, the sol dier caught

anyone for food in the |liberated zones would be dealt with
mlitarily, according to our code --

PRESI DING JUDGE: If | may ask the witness if the
responsibility, in your position which you were, the

responsibility of feeding the soldiers, or providing food to

sol diers, was not that of the community's from Sankoh's

how did the soldiers feed?
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THE W TNESS: The soldiers, there cones a tine that he

woul d bring food for them He would bring the food for them

vehicle, in a truck. Sonetinmes he would bring the food in a
pi ck-up van. This commander, whose nane is on this letter, he

would call himto assenble the civilians and coll ect the food

take it to the ground. That happened even twice and it

and he said it is the soldiers that should be taking the food

the ground. O sonetines --

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: What stopped, M Wtness? What

That happened twice and it stopped; what stopped?

THE W TNESS: Wen we were taking the food, he said --

we were taking the food, he said -- he said no civilian should

take the food to the ground except soldiers, so they would go

the MPs, and they woul d provide manpower which would take the
food to the ground.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Taking the food to the ground; would
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mean of f-1oading the food fromthe pick-ups? I'mreferring --

I"mputting the question to the interpreter, please. Taking

food to the ground; does that nean off-1|oadi ng?

THE | NTERPRETER:  Your Honours, | have interpreted

what the witness said. | think the question should be

to the wtness

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Ckay. M Wtness, taking the food to

ground, what does that mean? Can you explain for us to know

you nean?

THE W TNESS: Wen he brought the food he would pack it

Pendenbu, at the mansion. We would take it fromthe mansion

the ground, that food.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Anyway, you nmay proceed, M Jordash
MR JORDASH: Thank you

Q Just finally on that docunment, do you know, or did you

to understand what Sankoh nmeant by dealing militarily

to the code of justice?
A. At that tinme that he nade that |law, that the soldiers,

whoever was harassi ng people for food, he said they should

the report to him According to their soldier, their soldier
rules, they would deal with that person properly. It did not
stop just at this letter. He called a neeting and put it to

everybody that, please, if you saw anybody harassing a person
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food, don't give any food to him to any soldier

Q And do you know who the civilians were able to report

from 1993, in Kailahun and the |iberated zones?
A They were conplaining to him W, the civilians, would
conplain to the &, the G. It becanme Gb

MR JORDASH. | don't know, | forget whether |'ve
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that or asked for it to be exhibited. My | tender it as an
exhi bit, please?

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes, M Fynn?

MR FYNN: No objection, My Lord.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: It is adnmtted confidential and nmarked
Exhi bit 247.

MR GEORCE: Yes, Your Honour.

[ Exhibit No. 247 was admitted]
MR JORDASH. Thank you.

Q So, M Wtness, just moving forward, after this

command from Sankoh, that civilians should not be harassed for
food, was there any arrangenent after this point between

civilians and sol di ers about food?
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A He was the one that was providing food, just like | have
expl ai ned. When he said this, the soldiers, M Sankoh used to

provide food for the soldiers. He would bring food and send

to Pendenbu. From Pendenbu they woul d take the food to the

ground. But no civilian, except if they asked you for food,

if the person cares for food he would ask you for it and you

would give it to himbut they were not harassing anybody for

or asking people for food.

Q And after the G os had left, how many of the RUF

came from Kai |l ahun; are you able to give an idea, from what

saw?
A The RUF soldiers that |eft Kailahun to Pendenbu?
Q No. Let nme -- the Gos left so the Liberians had gone,

| eaving Sierra Leonean RUF. Were were the Sierra Leonean RUF
fron? Fromwhich district were they natives?

A Vell -- well, after that, the first person that | saw at
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that tinme, that was a Sierra Leonean, was M |ssa Sesay.
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Q Well, just listen to the question: Presunmably, and

think there is any dispute about this, there were hundreds of

left in Kailahun after the Gos left; aml right?

A Yes.

Q Where did they come fron? Were were their famlies?
A All of themwere in Kail ahun.

Q Thank you. And you've tal ked about this organisation

by Sankoh whereby food was brought for the soldiers: Do you

where the food canme fron?

A M  Sankoh, he used to cone -- he used to | eave us and

times go away, sonetines one week or two weeks and we woul d

see himappear with a vehicle and the food that he brought,

| saw, was European rice
Q Okay. Now, you tal ked about the agricultural unit; was
that unit involved in any trade?

A Yes, they had hands init. It was he, hinself, who

it very very well

Q And for how many years, from 1993, was it involved in
trade?
A Vell, in "94, from 1993 to 1994, there was one gun in

region and that gun, it was very very horrible and they used

call it HPG That gun --

Q M Wtness, just --



11: 36: 47 25 THE | NTERPRETER: Can the witness kindly repeat his
answer ?

26 MR JORDASH
27 Q Repeat your answer, please
28 A | said that gun, that region, when that gun, when they
29 brought that gun they used to called it HPG hungry powerfu
gun
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1 and it touched al nbst everybody.
2 Q I think you m ght have m sunderstood ny question. Let
me
3 move you from - -
4 A | understood the question. | want to explain to you
very
11:36:47 5 well. At that time, the food that we used to get was coning
from
6 the riverside
7 Q Is that the riverside at the @i nean border?
8 A Yes, it was comng fromthe Guinea border. That's where
we
9 wer e doi ng busi ness.
11: 36:48 10 Q Let me take you forward, then, to when you were living
in

11 the bushes at Senbehun and you told us on Thursday that you'd

12 arrived there around 1995; okay?
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A Yes, | reached there.

Q And who is the head of the agricultural unit at that

A Sal eem A Sal eem
And was Sal eeminvolved in the trade at the waterside?

Yes, it was he, Saleem who was headi ng what ever was

on at that riverside
Q And what about civilians; did they have any invol venent ?

A Yes. Civilians, too, were there. W would take a |ot

things there at the riverside and they would sell them Salt,
Maggi, we would get themfromthe riverside

Q Just so we are clear: Wat would the civilians and the
agricultural unit take to the waterside from 1995 onwar ds?

A We used to process palmoil. Wen we had the palmoil,

would give it -- we would tell the Gb and they would say --

would tell M Issa that we want to do business. He would cal
Sal eem and tell him Saleemwould say: "Ckay, that's fine."

But before you could go to that waterside, M |ssa Sesay woul d
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send soldiers. Sonetines three days they would stay there, so
that -- because there were governnment soldiers too, who were
doi ng business there, just so that we wouldn't neet there

together. Wen they found out that it was all clear, they

cone and tell M Issa Sesay. After that, those of you who had
palmoil, would come to Gb and get a pass. |If a soldier was
goi ng, you would go to the MP to get a pass. Then they would
tell you that it was all clear, and you woul d nove to the
wat er si de

Q And the palmoil that was taken, and other itens, what

it exchanged for? What were they exchanged for?

A The itenms, we used to take kola nut, cocoa and pal m oi

we exchanged it for salt, Maggi and cigarettes, and tobacco

We didn't care for noney.

MR JORDASH.  Apol ogi es, Your Honour.

Q So it was a barter systenf
A Yes, that's what we were doing.
Q And can | just ask you this: Saleem and AA Vandi, were

they soldiers or civilians?
A Sal eem and AA Vandi, both of themwere civilians.

Q Thank you. And did the agricultural unit, and | want

to focus on the tinme we are tal king about, from 1995 onwar ds,

1996, 1997, 1998 are particularly of interest. Did the

agricultural unit have any other job during that period,

these years?
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A They used to plant cassava and it would cultivate farns.

Q And when you say it cultivated farns, can you explain

you nmean by that or how t hat happened?

A Wien we sold cocoa then, to Sal eem when he sold it,
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was a conmi ssion which we used to purchase rice and he woul d

bring that and hand it over to the agricultural unit.

town or whi chever Joe Bush that farmed, you would conme to the

agricultural unit and ask for rice, and it is that rice that

woul d give to you but, before they handed the rice over to

they would first go and | ook at the farmto determ ne how many
bushels it would contain, and after they' ve | ooked at the farm

then they would give you that rice. And when you cultivated

farmyou would return that rice

Q When you say the agricultural unit would give you rice

the rice would be returned after the harvest, who is the rice

being given to by the agricultural unit, in 1996, 1997 and
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A They will give the rice to the town chief, the town

commander. They were calling himtown comrander. \Wen he

when t hey woul d have gone through the farm and had given him

rice you would go and sowit in that farm Al the

woul d cone together and do that rice work. When you harvested
the rice you would just return that rice to the office and all

the rest would remain with you.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: The Chanber will rise for the norning
br eak.
MR JORDASH: Thank you.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: W will resune in the next couple of
mnutes to try this case.
[Break taken at 11.30 a.m]]
[ RUF160CTO7C - JS]
[Upon resuning at 12.03 p.m]

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes, M Jordash, you nay proceed,

MR JORDASH. All right. Thank you.
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Q You' ve told us about Saleem and himbeing a civilian; do
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you know what he is doing now, please?

A Well, now, Saleemis a council now in Kailahun. He
in the council in Kailahun.
Q Thank you. Did the G5 during your time in Senbehun give

any instructions to the civilians about farm work?
A Yes, he told everybody to cultivate farm He told us to

cultivate farnms, if you have the chance.

Q And do you know why that instruction was given?
A Concerning food? So they would not have a shortage of
because at that time there was no food because they were -- we

were many in the bushes.

Q Were there any neetings in G enma about this subject?

A Yes, we had a neeting at G enma.

Q And who attended the neeting?

A At that tinme there was an area commander. There were a
of chiefs.

Q VWho was t he area commander ?

A At that time it was Peter Vandi who was the area

Q And do you know which year this was when Peter Vandi was

the area commander?
A I can't renenber that very well now.

Q Well, you told us that you went to Senbehun bushes in

when you stayed there for four years?

A Yes. Yes, | was in Senbehun up to four years conplete.

can renenber because | cultivated a farm and that is the tinme
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Q Well, just looking at the time frane when you go into

bushes at Senbehun, is this the tinme you're visiting Gem
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the time you noved to Senbehun bushes?

A Yes. The tinme | was in Senbehun, that was the tine |

to go to G enm.

Q And in the four years you were in the Sembehun bushes,

you renenber when Peter Vandi was the area commander; first,
second, third or fourth year of your time in Senbehun? |f you
cannot renenber, witness, it's perfectly acceptable to say so.

A Well, at that tinme, when Peter Vandi was the conmmander

cannot renenber very well now, but he spent some tine there.

Q Do you know whet her he was area conmander before |ssa

was the top man in the area or after?

A He was the first to becone the area commander before

Sesay coul d becone the area comuander.
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Q You were telling us about a neeting at which Peter Vand

and the chiefs attended. Was this civilian chiefs or soldier

chi ef s?
A They were civilian chiefs.
Q | don't knowif there's going to be a dispute, but 'l

and see. Do you know Sellu Ensa?

A | knew Sellu Ensa
Q WAs he present at the meeting?
A Yes.
Q D d you know Foday Adamabanma?
A Foday Adabama, | know him
Q Who was he?
A He is a civilian.
Q Adanmabanma is Adam A-B-A-MA.  And was he at the neeting?
A Yes, he was in that neeting.
Q He is a civilian. Wiy was he at the neeting?
SCSL - TRI AL CHAMBER |
SESAY ET AL
16 OCTOBER 2007 OPEN SESSI ON
A Wel |, Pendenbu is his hone town, but we went to that
neeting in Senbehun but all of us went to that neeting. It
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What about -- do you know a man cal |l ed Pa Ganawa?
Yes. He was the old paranount chief.

Did he go to the neeting?

No, he could not go there; he could not walk.
Vandi Brima, do you know hi n?

Vandi Brima, he was in that neeting.

Who was he?

He was one of the | eaders.

Leaders of where, of who?

> O » © » £ » O >» O

Wen we say -- when we are in the Joe Bush we used to

Joe Bush. He was one of the | eaders of the Joe Bush when we

in the Joe Bush.

Q Do you know soneone cal | ed Kar ukpot o?

A I know Kar ukpot o.

Q K-A-R-UK-P-OT-O Who was he at the time of this

A Karukpoto is one of the | eaders. A |lot of people went

t hat neeting.

Q What was he one of the |eaders of?
A For the civilians.
Q And t hese various chiefs and | eaders, what was their

response to the instruction to have the civilians nmake farns?

A Well, M Peter Vandi, as the area commander, he called

of us that we have now cone here, it is better to get ready

farmng. But that chiefdom that chiefdomis called Luawa.
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1 cultivated a farmthere.
2 Q And were the civilians willing to farmor not?
3 A Al of them were happy to farm
4 Q Just to go back to ny question about Peter Vandi being
area
12:16:42 5 comrander, when he was the area comrander --
6 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: The farming was now taking place in
7 Sembehun?
8 MR JORDASH. Let ne clarify that, Your Honour.
9 PRESI DI NG JUDGE:  Yes.
12:16: 50 10 VR JCORDASH:
11 Q And following this neeting, where were farns cultivated?
12 A They used to farmin Senbehun, in G ema, Bandaj umg,
Tal i a,
13 Gemn, a lot of other towns that they were farm ng.
) 14 Q And what about the towns in the Mandu Chi efdom were
t hey

12:17:19 15 farm ng there?
16 A Al of themwere farmng. Many towns were farnng.

17 Q And where did the farns obtain their husk rice fromto



18 begin the farm ng?

19 A Well, in that farm--
12:17:39 20 THE | NTERPRETER:  Your Honours, can the w tness take
t hat
21 of his statenent again?
22 MR JORDASH:
23 Q Just repeat your answer please, M Wtness
24 A M Issa helped us greatly for us to get seed rice.
12:18: 00 25 Q From wher e?
26 A We used to get it fromthe riverside.
27 Q Right. Let nme ask you this: Wen M Peter Vandi was
the
28 area commander for Kailahun -- well, sorry, when Peter Vand
was
29 the area conmander, do you know where |Issa Sesay was?
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1 A Well, at that tine |Issa Sesay was not there; he was over
2 the river.
3 Q Do you know specifically where he was?
4 A Well, at that tine, when we say "over the sea," we
cannot
12:18:44 5 | ocate the particul ar place because he was a sol dier

Soneti mes
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we can hear of him sone other place, sonetines we can hear of

in the Tongo area.

Q D d you hear of the Abidjan Peace Accord?

A Yes, there was a tine they explained that to us. M

Sankoh called us to explain that to us.
Q Where did he call you to?

A He called us up to three tines but the first one was

at Kai | ahun.

Q Where were you living at the tinme of this call by Foday
Sankoh?

A I was in Senbehun.

Q And do you know where Issa Sesay was at the tine of

di scussions and thereafter?
A He was over the sea

THE | NTERPRETER: Correction, interpreter, he was over

river.
MR JORDASH:
Ckay. Did he come back at sonme point?
He, |ssa Sesay, the tinme he cane, when he was wounded he

cane back to Gema. There, he becane the conmander

Q He came back with an injury and was the --
A Yes, at that tine, when he was wounded.
Q Ckay.

MR JORDASH: Ckay. There is one nore exhibit and | hope
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escape Your Honours' wath. [It's an exhibit from 1993, but --

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Wath? That's very hard. This Court

no wath against -- anything agai nst anybody. It only

its opinions on certain issues, and besides that judicial
di al ogue, | don't think there is anything that should be

characterised here as the wath of the Court. No, we don't

that. | don't think any one of us has that anyway.

MR JORDASH. |'mjust a sensitive soul

JUDGE THOMPSON:  And I'mjust as [indiscernible] the
Presi di ng Judge.

MR JORDASH. Could | ask that the witness be given 239.

It's relevant to the subject, Your Honours. | think you will

that it is relevant and | will ask the witness to confirm and

then nove on very swiftly. Your Honours, page 30759,
Exhi bit 239.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: 307

MR JORDASH: 30759, Your Honour. 239, and it's a

menmor andum from the Agricul tural Regional Secretary, Mandu
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Chiefdom and | just want to ask the wi tness whether he is
famliar with this docunent.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: That is Defence Exhibit 239?

MR JORDASH:.  Your Honour, yes.

Do you recogni se the docunent ?

Yes, | recognise it.

Q And do you know if the order to contribute fromthe

regi stered as abandoned farns was carried out?
THE | NTERPRETER:  Your Honours, can the |earned counse

take that question again?

MR JORDASH:
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Q Do you know whet her the order to contribute at |east one

bush or husk rice fromthe farns regi stered as abandoned farns

hel p assi st the chi efdom Upper Banbara with seed rice was
i mpl emrent ed?

A Yes, they inplenmented that, but, yes, they inplenmented

thing, but this was inplenented in 1993.

Q Yes, | know.
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MR JORDASH. Could | tender that as an exhibit, please?

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: M Fynn?

MR FYNN: No objection, My Lord.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Admitted and narked as exhibit,

confidential exhibit -- there is no necessity really to mark

confidentially but let's just continue because it nentions a
| ocation. Exhibit 248, yes.
MR GEORCE: Yes, Your Honour.
[ Exhibit No. 248 was admitted]
MR JORDASH: Thank you.

Q Now, M Wtness, we've arrived at a tinme when |ssa Sesay

in Gema as the area commander. Did you, w thout giving away
your title, did you have anything official to do with M Sesay
when he was area conmmander?

A Yes. He helped me once. The tinme xxxxxx, we went

to |l ook for food, together with ny children and sol diers,

was a quarrel anong them a very big quarrel

Q A quarrel anobngst whonf
A The soldier and ny xxxx, the quarrel was between them a
heavy quarrel. So after that quarrel he was arrested and

to the base.

Q Who was arrested?

SCSL - TRI AL CHAMBER |
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A It was nmy xxxxx that was arrested and taken to the base.

After his -- after that arrest, later | knewthat. | went to

explain to M Issa. | told himthat "Pa Issa, they've

and taken my xxxxx to the base." He said, "Wio did that?" |

said, "They had a quarrel, he had a quarrel with the

He said, "What is your own opinion about that?" | said, "He

the only one who used to | ook food for ne. |If there is a

I would l'ike himto come back to ne and be | ooking for food

me as he used to do." He gave the order to be released from

base and brought to ne again. After that that very Xxxxx+

that base again by -- all by hinmself, but nyself, | was now

ashaned of telling himagain, so | allow himto continue.

Q So was he trained?

A Yes, he underwent training.

Q After he'd been there -- after he'd gone there on his

A Yes, the time he went on his own.

Q Thank you. Now, | want to ask you -- listen to the
question. | want to ask you about whether you associated with

I ssa Sesay in your official capacity within the authorities of
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your particular chiefdom D d you have anything to do with

I ssa Sesay, in terns of your official job?

A The work, like, for exanple, | used to pay a visit to

That was the place | wanted to explain. | went to greet him

There was a tine when | planned to cultivate a very big farm

gave nme two xxxxx and-a-hal f.

Q Who was the farmfor?

A For nyself.

Q What |'m asking you about, M Wtness, is not your own
personal issue; |'m asking you about your official issues in
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job you did within the chiefdom whether you, in that job, had

cause to associate with Issa Sesay. |If you didn't, that's

but I'mlooking at official post.

A Wl |, sonething happened between he and |I. Can you

me to expl ain?
Q I want you to answer the question, though, if you would,

M Wtness, concerning your job and whether that involved in
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way | ssa Sesay when he was area commander. You can cone on to

the rest later, but I"'minterested in your job.

A Yes, we used to do good to each other, and we used to
agai n.
Q M Wtness, were you working in your official title when

you were in the Sembehun bushes?

A Well, | held that position but | was not working there.
The chi ef dom was not ni ne.

Q Ckay.

A But we used to hold neetings. |If there were any

they would call all the elders to neet there

Q kay. In the zoo bush where you were, how many peopl e
t here?
A We were nmany. The Joe Bush was headed by a fanily head.

Peopl e were stationed by sections.

Q And you' ve told us that they were -- civilians were

and tradi ng; what were the children doing?

A. Well, at that tine, there was a tine now, the tine M

took the position as the area conmander, we opened the school
Q Do you know the school's nanme?

A We used to call it free primary school for the poor

was the result. M/ children also were attending that school

SCSL - TRI AL CHAMBER |
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Q Who el se was attending the school besides your children?
A Very many people were attending that school

Q Civilians or soldiers' children?

A Civilians were attending, as well as soldiers' children

were attending that school

Q Now, you've told us about personal farnms. Do you know

a conmunity farmis?
A Yes.

Q At the time that |ssa Sesay was area comander, were

any community farns in Kail ahun?

A Yes, a lot.
Q Wher eabout s?  What kind of towns?
A Even nyself, for exanple, | could | eave from Senbehun to

Gema. There were a lot of farns. Apart fromthat, even

Senbehun people were farnming there, Lal ehun, G ehun

Talia, even nyself where ny friend was staying, Aruna Bondu

G ema. The towns were nany and they were farnmng.
Q And who was wor ki ng on these comunity farns?

A That farm people were there, they call RUF, but it was

RUF farm Even the tine when there was no war we used to



21 we called it a community farm \Wen you cultivate that farm

22 was for the town.
23 Q And you said that they were called RUF but that it was
not
24 for the RUF, is that right?
12:34: 32 25 A Yes.
26 Q Where did the husk rice cone for the naking of these
27 community farms during the tine Issa Sesay was area conmander?
28 A Wl |, Issa Sesay said that when they took the pal m oi
to
29 the riverside, the comm ssion that was for the RUF they woul d
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1 conme and buy the rice and store it and put it in a store.
When
2 they put it in the store, when you farm you will conme and
3 collect those rice and go and put it in your farm
4 Q kay. And | don't know if you've answered this, and
sorry
12:35:27 5 if | repeat mnyself, but who worked on the farm the comunity
6 farns?
7 A The civilians used to work there.
8 Q Right. Now, | want to take you to around 1995, 1996

Did
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you know of a man cal |l ed Mohaned Tarawal | i e?

A Yes, he was staying close to M Foday Sankoh. He was
deputising M Foday Sankoh.

Q Do you know whet her he had a farnf

A Yes. That farm he cultivated that farm | was head of
that farm and that was the very farmthat was called the RUF

farm because whatever produce they get fromthat farm they

send it to the front line over the river.

Q And this farmwhich was for the RUF soldiers at the

line, howwas it inplenented? How did it start?
A That farm Peter Vandi started it. He called all of us.
The area where you ask nme concerning those people, that is the

area |'mnow tal king about. He said: W are going to farm

man said we should farm Mhanmed Tarawal lie. But that farm
shoul d be cultivated in Senmbehun. M George woul d be headi ng

that farm He is not occupying any position but he is going

be the head of that farm

Q And did then you play a part in organising the way in

the farm wor ked?
A Yes, yes, | was there.

Q And how were the civilians organi sed?

SCSL - TRI AL CHAMBER |
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A We nade an arrangenent that the target commander who was

there, he and I were head of that farm They used to take

civilians fromthe Joe Bushes. For example, if they say you

the G6 commander you will take -- you would bring ten people.

you could not bring that ten people you would be arrested and

into prison for five mnutes. You will be released | ater

will be taken out of the cell, then you will go and bring the
people. Then you will go and work. If you were 20 in nunber
woul d get 20 cups of rice. |If you were 60 you will receive 30

cups of rice. There was sonething they call blended. W used

eat that one there too.

Q How were the civilians treated on the farn?
A Nobody woul d say civilians were naltreated on those
We would go to that work -- we would do that work in happiness

because at that tinme it was even at the end of the war, one

say because they used to sell palmwine. In fact, when

Goao goes there, whenever you went there you would nmeet him
sitting down there. His office was in his pocket. He would

| ecture you up to sone points that you woul d know him



12:41: 04 20 THE | NTERPRETER:  Your Honours, the interpreter would
li ke

21 to nmake a correction. 60 nen would receive 60 cups of rice
22 instead of 30 cups, as it was originally interpreted.
23 MR JORDASH
24 Q Now, this was a farm which canme into being when Peter
Vandi
12:41: 04 25 was the area commander. WAs there any other farmthat you
wer e
26 aware of at that time which was for the RUF sol diers al one?
27 A I cannot think of a farmlike you' ve said, but the farm
28 that we cultivated, the rice that they used to send to the
front
29 I'ine.
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1 Q So this is the only farmyou knew at that point in tine
2 whi ch --
3 A Yes, but there was another farm
4 Q Where was the other farnf?
12:41:33 5 A For instance, |ssa too farned.
6 Q Just listen to the question before answering. |I'm
aski ng
7 if there was another farm which was harvested and the products

8 were for the RUF soldiers only and not civilians?
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A The rice that was harvested was just for the soldiers.

Q And were there any other farnms which were harvested

it was just for the soldiers at the tine of Mbhaned

farnf

A That rice was just for the soldiers and they would cone
collect that rice sonmetinmes and take it to Genma. It's on
docunent s.

Q Were there any other farns where the products were just

the RUF soldiers at the tinme this farm exi sted?

A There were many farnms. |In fact, we were tal ki ng about -

we are tal king about ordinary farms. W are tal king about

ordinary farnms. W used to work around those ordinary farns

we used to call them RUF farnms, but they were ordinary farns

we, the Mende people, would say. W would say ordinary farns

we used to call them RUF farns.

Q And the ordinary farns, who was the harvest for?
A It was for the townspeople.
Q Right. Gkay. | think I'Il leave that there. You spoke

about Issa Sesay's farm Wen did Issa Sesay have a farn®
A Wll, at that tinme he was wounded and he was in G ena.

Q And did you visit his farn?
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A Yes, | went there once.

And who was wor king on the farnf

Well, before he cultivated that farm he told the town
chief that he would want the chief to give hima bush where he
would farm Then the town chief gave hima bush close to the

town, but at one tine when |Issa Sesay's people are going to

inthat farm there would be a very large cromd. It cane to a
ti me when he wanted people to brush. Those people who

vol unteered to cone and brush, there were so many. He hinself

becane angry, and he said, "Wy -- do you know why -- did you

know that there was going to be a large crowd and you didn't

us to prepare food for them" Then they said, "CO just sit

we will do the work." After the people had finished brushing,

t hanked them and he apol ogi sed to themto forgive him

Q Wiy was there such a large crowd that gathered to work

| ssa Sesay's farnf
A | did not say apart from any other person but when |ssa

wants work done there would be a very |l arge crowd.
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Wy ?

A The way he treats people, the way he treats people. |If

are treating people well, | think he would handl e you well.
VWhat ever he wanted done for him you would do for him

MR JORDASH. Could | ask, please, that the w tness be

Def ence Exhibit 62. Your Honours, page 30700.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Page what is that, 307?

MR JORDASH:  00.

Q Do you recognise this docunent, M Wtness?
Yes.
Q Can you tell the Court what it is, in brief?
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A Yes. The workers used to go to work, the manpower. The

first people who went, there were 86 in nunber. They cooked

cups of rice.

VWhich farmdid this relate to?
Li eut enant - Col onel Mhanmed Tarawal lie's farm

Okay. Whose record is this?

> O > O

Li eut enant - Col onel Mhaned Tarawal | ie, he wote this.
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used to keep record. There was nothing that | did that was

recor ded.

Q Well, did you have anything to do with this docunent at

ti me?
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Wiich is this docunent, 307027
MR JORDASH: 30700.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Exhibit 62 and then the next thing is

[i ndiscernible] sport or so.
MR JORDASH. This is the docunent.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Sonebody handling a football and it is

cartoon, sort of.

MR JORDASH. Is that -- do Your Honours only have the

page? Because the next page should be entitled --

JUDGE BQUTET: The next page is 30702, is it?

MR JORDASH: | think ny page nunbers have not been
recorded, but it should say at the top "The overall in charge
of . "

JUDGE BOQUTET: This won't work for [indiscernible].

MR JORDASH: Yes, that's the one.

Q Did you wite this docunent or did Mhaned Tarawal | ie?

It's a bit unclear.

A | wote it.

SCSL - TRIAL CHAMBER |
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Q Were you on the farmrecording this information as it
happened?

A After we had worked --

30701

whi ch

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Is it 307027

MR JORDASH: 30700 is the cover sheet. The next should

at the start of the docunent. 30701 should be the

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: 7017

MR JORDASH:  Yes.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: That is a cartoon?

MR JORDASH:  Yes.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: And then 30702 is the overal

MR JORDASH: Yes. | think the cartoon was the cover of
ori gi nal
Q Did you record these facts of feeding and work, M
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Does he say he is the one who wote
t his?
MR JORDASH:  Yes.
Q M Wtness, did you wite this as it happened as a

cont enpor aneous not e?
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A Yes, | wote everything. The day that we worked, any

that we work | would wite it on paper and keep it.

Q I want to take you to 30707, M Wtness, and it should

entitled "Event" at the |left-hand columm, date on the right-

columm; have you found that? Do you see that? | don't think

that's the one. It should say at the top of it, "First supply

food itens by the International Commttee of the Red Cross,
6 February 1996." Have you got that? | think it's the wong

sheet. Yes, | think that nmight be it. Does it say, "First
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supply,™ at the top there, M Wtness?

A kay, okay. Yes, yes. 1've seen it.

Q D d you nake the note about the International Red Cross
supplying food items on 6 February 1996?

A Yes, that was a wonderful day and | said | was going to

note it and keep it. | said: Wite people have conme now to

rebel zone.

Q And do you know where Issa Sesay was on that day?
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A | ssa Sesay was still there. He was there.

Q And do you see down the page: "Direct flight of |1 CRC

Freetown to G ena the second tine." Sane page, sane page.
THE | NTERPRETER: Can | earned counsel take that again?
MR JORDASH:

Q M Wtness, |ook at the sane page. D d you nake the

"Direct flight second time | CRC August 9th and 12th of 1996."

A Yes.

Q Where was | ssa Sesay?

A He was there.

Q Wiere did -- what happened to the supplies? W were
given to?

A Well, on that supply, Issa Sesay nmade a | aw that these

supplies that have cone were neant for civilians. He said, "I
have ordered the MP should not take -- nobody should take the

supplies on that day." |[If anybody quarrelled there, it

be good for him But after we had collected the supplies, it

so much. When Issa returned home the soldiers put their guns

aside and they too started taking the supplies. But this

Kpoto that | was tal king about, he was insistent that the

sol di ers should not take the supplies, that we said to him

SCSL - TRI AL CHAMBER |
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"Young man, don't do that. This food has conme for everybody."
Al t hough Issa had said that, but wouldn't say that they should
return the food. W wouldn't sit by to see the food returned.

MR JORDASH:  Ckay.

JUDGE BOUTET: W are still talking here of the food
provided by the Red Cross, is it, M Wtness?

THE W TNESS:  Yes.

JUDGE BOUTET: So you are saying now that sonme of that

fromthe Red Cross went to the soldiers? This is what you're
sayi ng?

THE WTNESS: After we had all got our supplies, we

care, but the soldiers were carrying guns.
MR JORDASH:
Q Just stick on the same page; one nmore thing. It says

there, "Some civilians were captured around Pendenbu. They

taken back to their master farnmers by sone authorities of the

RUF. The escorts returned two days later saying that they

wel |l -received and treated well,"” and | think, although it's

crossed off on the photocopy, that's 20 June 1996; do you

that entry?
A Yes, that is what happened, yes.

Q What does it nean "sone civilians were captured around



12:57: 02
par don.

but

" They

Page 59

masters. "

sone

t hey

12: 57: 53

what

civilians

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

Pendenbu and returned to their master farners."
JUDGE BOUTET: Is it farmers or former masters?

MR JORDASH. Ch, sorry, former nmasters. | beg your

JUDGE BOUTET: Because | -- maybe you can read "farmner"

| can read "forner", but whatever it is --
MR JORDASH: Let me check, if | can, with the w tness.

Q Does that say -- well, do you recall witing this?
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were taken back to their forner nmasters or their farner

What do you recall?

A Those who were wor ki ng under the people, the people --

peopl e started going there. W collected the civilians and

took them back there, although | was not in ny own area.

Q Sorry, some civilians started to go to Pendenbu. Now,

was Pendenmbu at this time?
A There was no problemthere.

Q So what was happeni ng around Pendenbu such that



12:57:59 10 were captured around there?

11 A They didn't capture civilians there. First, in 1996
1998,

12 it was all in happiness. People were noving freely. Not that

13 they captured civilians forcefully.

14 Q What was happening then to nake you wite "sone

12:58: 25 15 civilians"

16 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes. Wy did you wite "captured,"”

17 "sonme civilians were captured" if it was all a happy event?

18 MR JORDASH

19 Q Take your tinme and read the entry, refresh your nenory.

12:58: 37 20 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: It was you, you wote this docunent,

you

21 say? You wote the docunent, didn't you?

22 THE WTNESS: | wote this letter. The civilians were

23 there. They were scattered at the tine. During the tinme of
t he

24 supplies, people were coming fromthere and collecting the

12:59:42 25 supplies. That is what happened.

26 THE | NTERPRETER:  Your Honours, the interpreter would
li ke
27 to make a correction after conferring with his coll eagues.
The
28 word "captured" was not used by the witness. The word used by
29 the witness should have neant "treat". They didn't treat the
SCSL - TRI AL CHAMBER |
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civilians badly in those surroundings. They were free to nove
about .

MR JORDASH:
Q M Wtness, please take your time. Just read the whole

entry and cast your mind back. W haven't referred to the

line there which says, "The escorts returned two days | ater

saying that they were received and treated well." So what

this nmean?
A This date that is witten here --

THE | NTERPRETER:  Your Honours, can he repeat his

pl ease?
MR JORDASH:
Q Stop, M Wtness. Just repeat your answer, please.

| said it is confusing ne. You are taking ne back in
relation to this thing.

Q Vll, let me try to help. Pendenbu: Was this occupied

RUF? Was it a safety zone? Was it a front line? Wat was it
in June 19967

A Peopl e were in Pendenbu, but they were not in the town
proper; they were in the surroundi ngs.

Q Do you remenber who the escorts were who returned saying
that the civilians were received and treated wel | ?

A The Gbs.

Q And do you renenber who they were taken to?



13:01: 39 25 A They were taken to their towns.

26 Q And what does this "They were taken back to their" and
t hen
27 there's two words. What are those words?
28 A They took themto their villages where they had cone
from
29 they returned there. W handed them over to the naster
farnmers
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1 so that they too would go and farm
2 MR JORDASH. Right. | think that nmight be as far as we
can

3 take that.
4 JUDGE BOUTET: M Wtness, just for ny understanding, do

13:02:15 5 you speak English and you wite English?

6 THE WTNESS: Are you talking to me?
7 JUDGE BQUTET: Yes.
8 THE WTNESS: | had nmy clerk. | can't wite properly
9 because where | stopped schooling, but | can understand a
little.
13:02: 36 10 JUDGE BOUTET: So when you say, "I wote this," you nean
11 your clerk wote this for you?

12 THE WTNESS: M clerk wote this. M clerk.
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JUDGE BOUTET: Thank you.

MR JORDASH. Ckay. May | exhibit this document, please,

may | tender this exhibit?
JUDGE BOUTET: M Jordash, | would Iike to have a

clarification on this very |ast page 30707. |In the second

i nvol venent of veterans and so on, the first entry says
6 February 1996. At least that's the way | read it.
MR JORDASH:  Yes.

JUDGE BQUTET: The second one says May 1992. Am|l -- is

because of misspelling or is it '92? Then it seens to be

then '92, fromthere to '96. |I'mjust trying to see what is
what is not or if -- although I'mnot sure that it is really -
well, | don't knowif it's relevant or not.

MR JORDASH: |I'Ill seek clarification
Q M Wtness, pick up the sane page again, please. Can
see the second entry there, "lInvolvenment of veterans of the

Li berian civil war in our novenent was curtailed in May 1992."
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Do you see that?

A Yes, 1992.
Q What is that a reference to, do you know?
A Because this date -- this is a date that is confusing

| don't know how this clerk did it, because we heard that the

| CRC were coming fromFreetown to us for supplies, so

shoul d go where you get the supplies fromin Gema. He wote
this letter that all those areas should cone and get their

supplies. But | amseeing it here, they went and collected

supplies and returned. They ate, they cooked for them and

ate and they were full. They treated them well.
Q M Wtness, let me stop you there. Just listen to the

question: Are you able to shed any understandi ng on the

entry, which says this: "lnvolvenment of veterans of the

civil war in our noverment was curtailed in May 1992." Are you
able to shed any understandi ng on that?
A I have still not understood this.

Q Did you understand what | just read to you? D d you

the words at |east?
A The way this clerk wote this letter, if he was a clerk

Q Let me repeat so you' ve got another chance, "Invol venent

vet erans"?

A kay, okay. |1've understood it. |'ve understood it.
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understood it. Al right. 1've understood it. Those people

were captured in Liberia and brought, the civilians, okay,

they cane | wote this note for themto receive supplies.

cane in 1992 and they collected their supplies and they

where they were settled. They got their supplies. G5 took

back to their towns. That was where they were. Ckay.
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JUDGE BOUTET: It's sone answer. |'mnot sure it does

clarify, but that's fine.
MR JORDASH: Yes. kay, I'll leave it at that.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: And if you were [indiscernible].

you want to exhibit the -- is it 30707?

MR JORDASH. Yes. May | tender this whol e docunent as

exhi bit, please?
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Wen you say "the whol e docunent",
what - -

MR JORDASH: From page 30701 to 30709.
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JUDGE BOUTET: So this is what you called the dodgy

or sonething like that, whatever it is.

MR JORDASH. The doggy sport.

JUDGE BQUTET: This is the cover of the report?

MR JORDASH: Yes, Your Honour.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: That is 301, 30701, to?

MR JORDASH: 30709. If it assists, |I think I've got 15
mnutes left, | think, for the witness.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: M Fynn, pages 30701 up to 30709 are
t ender ed.

MR FYNN: | have no objection, My Lord.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Pages 30701 to 30709 are admitted
confidentially and marked as Exhibit 249; is that correct?

MR GEORCE: Yes, Your Honour.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE:  249.

[ Exhi bit No. 249 was adnitted]

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: That of course would nean for the

that it is 701, 702, 703, 704, 705, 706, 707, 708 and 709,

are all individual pages, but they are going in as one
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exhibit for the record. | hope that is very clear. | think
this stage the Chanber will recess for lunch and we will
sitting at 2.30. The Court will rise, please.
[Break taken at 1.08 p.m]
[ RUF16CCTO7D - JS]
[ Upon resuming at 2.56 p.m]
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Good afternoon, |earned counsel. W

resum ng the proceedi ngs, please. Yes.

MR OGETG  Good afternoon,

once again can |

M Joseph Hol nes,

the Kallon team as an assi stant.

you very nuch.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes, M Hol nes,
HOL-ME-S.

MR HOLMES: Yes, that's correct.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes, thank you.
Hol mes. Okay, thank you.

JUDGE THOWPSON: [ I ndi scernible].

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: You're wel cone.

proceed.
MR JORDASH. Thank you, Your
Q CGood afternoon, M Wtness.

A CGood afternoon.

My Lords.

Holmes is HO L-ME-S.

M Qget o.

Wth your

i ntroduce another addition to the Kall on

M Hol mes is joining

He comes from Engl and.

is

you're wel cone. It

And you' re Joseph

Yes, M Jordash, you

Honour .



15:02: 46 25 Q I"mcoming to the end, so just bear with ne and listen
to

26 the question. When |Issa Sesay was the area commander, where
was
27 hi s house? The area commander of G ema, where was his house?
28 A The pl ace was cal | ed Kanmbana.
29 Q Did you visit the house?
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1 A | went there two or three tines.
2 Q Did you see who was living at the house?
3 A | used to see his bodyguards and his w fe and children,
two
4 of them and there were people who used to go and pay visits

15:04: 03 5 t here.

6 Q D d you observe the age of his bodyguards?

7 A Well, they were adults. Their ages, the way | used to
see

8 them sone of them were about 19 years or 20, 21 years.

9 Q And did you observe the children at his house doing

15: 04: 40 10 anyt hi ng?
11 A There were children who used to fetch wood; sone of them
12 woul d bring water.

13 Q At the time -- sorry, had you finished, M Wtness?
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A Yes.

Q At the time when Peter Vandi was living in the area, did

have a farnf?

A Yes, Peter Vandi cultivated a farmat G ena.

Q Do you know who worked at the farnf

A In that farm civilians used to work there. He used to
send them

Q Do you know what the conditions were for the civilians
the farn®

A He used to send themvoluntarily. It was not by force

go and work there. They used to work there.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Wiy do you anti ci pate questi ons,
M Wtness? Wit for the questions to be put to you. Do you
understand? Wit for the questions to be put to you.

MR JORDASH. Can | ask that the w tness pl ease be given

Def ence Exhi bit 228, Your Honours, page 30736.
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PRESI DI NG JUDGE: M Jordash, what page is that, please?

MR JORDASH: 30736, Your Honour.
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Q This takes us forward, | think, M Wtness, to 2 Apri

1997. Do you recogni se this docunent?

A Yes, | know sonething about this letter
Q Coul d you expl ai n, please, what you know?
A Well, this docunent, they wote letter to ne so that we

would go to a neeting at Buedu concerning court-nmarti al

concerning H Deen Jalloh. Even the council chairman were

Q And did you attend the court-nartial ?
Yes, | went there, but | did not spend nuch tinme there.
Q And from what you've indicated, this was a court-narti al

then which involved both civilians and soldiers; is that

JUDGE BOUTET: Did he testify to that?

MR JORDASH: Well, because the invitations fromthe RUF,

was sort of nmaking a |leap. Perhaps it was too big a |l eap

JUDGE BOUTET: | would not but maybe, | don't know,

you shoul d ask the wi tness.
MR JORDASH: Certainly.

JUDGE BOUTET: They may be invited because of -- they

part of the civilian community, or they may be invited because

- | don't know, a civilian has been a victim or whatever it

be.
MR JORDASH. | definitely take your point, Your Honour

Q Wiy were the -- why were you invited or directed to conme

sit on the court-martial ?
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A VWll, | was one of the | eaders.

Q And do you know what the constitution of the court-

was? Was it civilians only?
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A That court-martial, there were civilians and sol di ers.

Q Now, taking --

JUDGE BOQUTET: What, do you nean by this, civilians and
sol diers as nenbers of the court or as accused? What do you
mean?

THE W TNESS: They were not accused. There were

on this other part listening, civilians on the other side
listening. Defence was at this other side and the Prosecution
was on the other side, in that court-nartial

Q Do you know what Deen Jalloh was being court-martial ed

can you remenber?

A Well, Deen Jalloh, the time they brought them from

Yes, do you know what it was all eged that he had done?

Well, the tinme the court started, | have explained to
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that | was feeling cold, so | went back hone.

Q Ckay. So you didn't take any further part; is that what
you are saying?

A No, | was not there. | was at honme. | was attacked by
heavy fever.

Q Thank you

MR JORDASH. Could | please tender this as an exhibit?

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes, M Fynn?

MR FYNN: No objection, My Lord.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: The docunent is adnmitted not
confidentially, it is an ordinary exhibit. It is adnmtted as
exhi bit 250.

MR GEORGE: 250, yes.

[ Exhibit No. 250 was admitted]

MR JORDASH. Thank you.
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Q Now, keeping your nmind on that date, 4 April 1997, do

know where M Sesay was at this tinme?
A Well, at that tinme he was over the river

Q Wio was the area conmander ?
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A The person was M Mosquito.

Q Where was Peter Vandi ?

A Peter Vandi and others were at G ena. They sent for --
they sent for M Issa to cone.

Q M Wtness, just so that we're clear, on 4 April 1997,

don't recall Issa Sesay being in command in Genm; is that

A At that tinme Issa Sesay was at G ena but the command --

was wounded. But the command was in -- Peter Vandi was in

of the command. He was under his command.

Q Thank you, M Wtness. Do you renenber soon after that
heari ng about Johnny Paul Koroma taking over in Freetown?

A I would li ke you to take that question again.

Q OCkay. Now, this is April 1997 when you say Peter Vand

in command, and do you recall shortly after this hearing about
Johnny Paul Korona taking over in Freetown as President?

A Yes, | heard of that.

Q Right. Now, taking this period, you' ve given detailed
evi dence about farming, and the cooperation between the

agricultural unit at the RUF and the civilians. |In terns of

farm ng, do you recall what was going on in Gena and the

Chiefdom at this tine? Was there any difference in the

arrangenent s?

A We used to farm continuously.

Q And did the agricultural unit work at this tine when
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A Very well. Very well. The work was going on very well.
Q Was there trade?

A Very well indeed. Johnny Paul Korona, he -- they used

buy sugar for him nmilk, bread; they used to bring those

for him

Q Who used to bring those things for hinf

Wel |, Sam Bockarie used to send people to the riverside

buy and bring them

Q And what about civilians; were they working during the

of Johnny Paul Koroma's presidency?

A Vell, | did not see themwork for him
Q Did they work generally for thenselves?
A Very wel | .

MR JORDASH. Can | just take instructions, please?

MR CAMMEGH. Sorry to junp to ny feet. Your Honours,

you allow nme please just to step outside so that | can nake a
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qui ck phone call to ny legal assistant. | think I'mgoing to

cross-examining this afternoon and I would |ike soneone to

not e.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: That's okay, M Cammegh.
MR CAMMEGH. Thank you
MR JORDASH:
Q What |'minterested in, and | want you to listen

M Wtness, is whether, when Johnny Paul Koroma took over as

Presi dent, whether anything in Kailahun, in the Mandu

changed for civilians. That's what |'mtrying to ask you

D d anyt hing change from what you've described about civilian
life during Johnny Paul Koroma's presidency?

A Yeah, there was -- sonething changed. There were
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Q Whi ch neeti ngs?
A There was a tine they called us at Buedu.

Q Yes.
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A We went there to that neeting. They said one man has

he is called Johnny Paul Koroma. | saw him There was

time they had a neeting in Buedu; a large crowd were there.

people wanted to see him At that tinme | was not well, but |
pl anned to go and see himtoo. | went to that neeting. | set
eyes on him

Q M Wtness, sorry to interrupt you. Wat |I'mtrying to

you about is civilian life in the Mandu Chi efdom farning

social activities. Was there a change? Did anything happen

did it continue as before during Johnny Paul Koroma's

A What we used to do is what we were doing. There was no
t hi ng.
Q Ckay. So during Johnny Paul Koroma's presidency did you

know where | ssa Sesay was?
A At that tinme he was over the river.

Q Now, were you aware of Johnny Paul Koroma entering

after his presidency?
A He went to Kailahun. At the tine when they asked himto
come, at that time | was in Senbehun.

Q And were you continuing in your job within the chiefdom

that tinme?
A Yes, yes, | was in that position.
Q And at that time, and in 1999, did you work with any

farm ng?
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A Yes.

Q Can you just tell the Court in brief what your job or
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your activities were in 1998 and 1999 before you left Senbehun

and went back to your hone town?

A Vell, | cultivated a farm | used to farm W put
peopl e -- we took people into Bondu bush. Between G enma and
Kai | ahun there was a big dance. W used to farm | used to

| eave Senmbehun to go to Kailahun. Then also go to Buedu. |

to cone back to Mandu Tawahun

Q And were you aware of M Sesay coming back from across

river at some stage?

A Well, he cane, he was now based at G ema. He spent sone
time at Gema. He was wounded. He was still in Genm
Q I"mtal king about a tinme when Johnny Paul Koroma cane to

Kai | ahun; do you know where |ssa Sesay was?
A He was in G em
Q OCkay. Did you ever hear of Issa Sesay having a farm any

other place in Kailahun but G ema?
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Well, he cultivated a swanp.

Wher e?

In G ema.

Anywhere other than G ema did you ever hear of hinf

No.

o » O » O »F

I would like to ask you about another exhibit, it's

Exhi bit 396, Defence Exhibit 396. Your Honours, page 30810.

Wtness, did you receive that?

A Yes, | received this XXXXX.
Q So it's xxxx 1999. Is that an invitation to a War
meet i ng?

MR FYNN. Pardon ne, My Lord.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: M Fynn?
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MR FYNN: M Lord, the Prosecution objects to this
exhi bit being put to the witness because it has not been
di scl osed in conpliance with Your Lordships' scheduling order

concerning the preparati on and commencenent of the Defence
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My Lord. M Lord, it is our submission that if ny |earned

wi shes to use this exhibit, he nmust first apply to this Court

show good cause why it should be added to the list of exhibits

whi ch was earlier disclosed, My Lord.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes, M Jordash?
MR JORDASH. Well, 1'll make the application. It wasn't

included in the scheduling. W received the exhibit quite

in the day fromthis particular witness who retrieved it from
Kai | ahun. Nunber one, | would say this: That whenever the
Prosecution introduced new exhibits, they did not nmeet any

objection fromus and did not have to show a good cause.

two, in any event, a good cause we would submit --

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Are you now sayi ng that because they
never did, they should not raise such an objection even if it
wer e founded?

MR JORDASH. Well, I'mnot saying they shouldn't raise

obj ection, but I'm saying Your Honours should overrule it on

basis of equity between the parties as concerns the adm ssion

new exhi bits, and | do subnit as a factor in that Your Honour
shoul d take into account the position we adopted, which was to

say if it's a newexhibit, if we've had it disclosed before

witness comes to Court, then we will, providing there is no

prejudi ce, accept it, and we would subnmit there is no
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that can accrue fromthis exhibit. Nunber one, there's

no di spute about its contents. Two, there's no dispute,
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think, fromthe Prosecution, that the War Council existed, and
three, there's nothing in this exhibit which has caught the
Prosecution on the hop. And | would subnit in any event there

shoul d be a degree of |atitude given to the Defence, and al so

Prosecution, in terms of obtaining exhibits because obviously

as parties, rely upon witnesses retrieving exhibits which have
exi sted for sonetimes over a decade from vari ous nooks and
crannies within Sierra Leone, and we, as parties, rely upon
wi tnesses doing their very best to find themand bring themso

that we may then assess and use themif appropriate, and

what's happened here, and it's happened countless tinmes wth

Prosecution and has nmet no objection fromthe Defence.

JUDGE BOUTET: But you say it happened countless tines

the Prosecution and you never raised an objection. How do we
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know that they were trying to introduce exhibits that were not

part of the order that we had issued at the tine? | nean, if

had made, |'m not saying you shoul d necessarily have nade
obj ections; now, how are we to assess that?

I don't know, maybe you're right, M Jordash, but | have

way to make any assessnent of what you are saying. | don't

if they have indeed introduced docunents, exhibits, that were

part of the list of exhibits that they had prepared.

I"'min total loss to appreciate -- I'mjust trying to
foll ow your argunent in this respect because we are at a very
very difficult position to nake an assessnent of what you are

saying. Maybe they did that once over 500 exhibits or naybe

did that every second exhibit. W just -- | certainly have no
i dea of what you are -- what is the substantive nature of your
comrents here in this respect? | amunable to nmake any
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appreciation of that. Do you understand mnmy concern?

MR JORDASH.  Your Honour, yes. Well, | can give
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I"mnot sure it would take the point much further, but | can
think of TF1-366, and the exhibit which was the news report on

the death of Abacha in 1998. | can think of TF1-330 and TF1-

produci ng farm ng exhi bits whi ch have not been on the origina

exhibits but the witnesses had clearly come to the Prosecution

the last mnute with the exhibits and we had sai d: Fair

this is what happens, and we haven't been prejudi ced because

can cross-exam ne the witness about them and that's the

we take with this, and | think three other exhibits, none of
which are particularly controversial. The War Council existed
and | don't think the Prosecution will say differently.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Well, M Fynn, we have listened to

objection. It is a well-founded objection because | think the
Prosecution, like the Defence, is entitled to at | east the
di scl osure of the exhibits which the Chanber has ordered to be

di scl osed to you by the Defence, and, indeed, we would urge

Def ence to ensure that, you know, the exhibits are disclosed

the parties and not rely on past practices which may not have
been put in place, you know, with any -- on any sound | ega

basis. Maybe the earlier is based on conpronises and things

that. 1 don't think we should be working on conprom ses. W

here to work on strict principles of the |aw and to apply

SO you are right.
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We urge the Defence to ensure that your aspirations are
met, but, for purposes of admitting this as a documentary

exhibit, I"'mnot saying that we're laying this as a rule for

future tenderings which the Defence is going to make. W
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that they live by the procedures and the orders that have
emanated fromthis Court, so we would adnmit this but with this

observation: That the Defence lives up to its obligation and

to surprise the Prosecution which is entitled to notice to be

given to it for any exhibit that the Defence intends to file

the course of the proceedings. So, M Jordash, are you

thi s docunent?

MR JORDASH:. Your Honour, yes. Could | just nmake one
clarification? It was disclosed, this and two other docunents
whi ch | had hoped to tender, were disclosed to the Prosecution

two days ago, after we had received them which was about a

ago and assessed them and then served them as per the Court's



13 order. What we didn't do was put theminto the filing in

April

14 because we didn't have themat the tine.
15:37: 06 15 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: But are you saying they were not

16 di scl osed?
17 MR JORDASH. No, they were definitely disclosed two days
18 ago.

i oh 19 JUDGE BQUTET: But not in accordance with the order

ic

15: 37: 14 20 was at the tinme?

21 MR JORDASH: Yes. Certainly. W disclosed themas soon
as

22 we' d nade a decision to use them

23 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Pl ease, nake sure you make early

24 deci sions as to what you want to use and conply with the
orders,

15:37:30 25 you know, of the Court. |It's inportant. It all goes to

26 determine the credibility of the proceedings. | think we
shoul d

27 do things the right way. |In any event, you say you are
tenderi ng

28 the docunent, are you?.

29 MR JORDASH: If | may, I'd like to ask the witness a
coupl e
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of questions on it.
Q Could | just ask you to confirm M Wtness -- are you

okay? Are you feeling okay, M Wtness?

A I amwell. There is nothing wong with me, thank God.
Q This was a nessage to you; is that correct?

A Yes, that's correct. | was not al one.

Q kay. So were there other civilians on the council ?
A Vell, I will explain to you now. All these nunbers at

bottom of this docunent, these are chi efdons.

Q kay. Let nme ask you this, M Wtness: Wat was the
obj ect and purpose of this council in 1999; what was it doi ng?
A Well, this council, they were responsible for

after the peace that M Sankoh could explain to the people

they --

THE | NTERPRETER: Your Honours, can the w tness take

last bit of his statenment?
MR JORDASH:

Q Sorry, M Wtness, the translator got lost. Can you

the last two sentences again, please?

A It was M Foday Sankoh who arranged that council. He

to call it People's War Council. |If there was anything, they
woul d be consulted. Whatever decision they were to take, they

woul d explain to him Al these chiefdons whose nane are on

list: Mandu Chi efdom Banbara Chi efdom Deya Chi efdom Luawa

Chi ef dom
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Q M Wtness, sorry to interrupt again. And what did it
arrange? Wat was it doing in 1999?
A What ever arrangenent that was coming fromhimor coning

fromthe civilians, the War Council would talk on it.
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Q Right. How often did it neet in 1999?

A They were not -- they were not neeting frequently.

Sonetinmes after one or two nonths they woul d neet.

MR JORDASH: Ckay. My | tender this as an exhibit,
pl ease?

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Well, | suppose we have disposed of
M Fynn's objection. The docunent is admtted as an ordinary
exhi bit.

MR JORDASH: Thank you

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: And it is marked Exhibit 251

[ Exhibit No. 251 was adnitted]

MR JORDASH: And |'ve got a further exhibit which M

may object to, but it is a simlar argunent. If | may refer

Honour to Exhibit 399, page 30821. My the witness be given a

copy, please?
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Q If you would, if you recognise it, say so, and we all
j ust nove on.

THE | NTERPRETER:  Your Honours, can the counsel please
speak through the mc?

MR JORDASH. Yes.

Q M Wtness, if you could just say whether you recognise

docunent and then that should be sufficient for ny purposes.

you recognise it?
A [No interpretation].
MR JORDASH. [ Overl appi ng speakers] no translation?

THE | NTERPRETER: Your Honours, | think the mic is off

t he wi tness.
MR JORDASH: Oh, the mc is off.

Q Thank you, M Wtness. Did you say sonething just then?
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A Yes. This xxxxx was witten to me by Gb.

MR JORDASH: Thank you. Could that be tendered, please,

an exhibit?



4 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: M Fynn?
15:44:09 5 MR FYNN: M Lord, may | seek clarification as to the

6 exhi bit nunmber? | did not hear it clearly. Was it 3997

7 MR JORDASH:  Yes.
8 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes.
9 MR FYNN: No objection, My Lord, based on your earlier

15:45: 27 10 rul i ng.
11 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Thank you for your generosity to
12 M Jordash.
13 MR JORDASH: | will leave it there in terns of exhibits.
14 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Just a minute, please. It is adnitted

15: 45: 27 15 and marked as Exhi bit 252.

16 [ Exhibit No. 252 was adnitted]
17 MR JORDASH:  Thank you.
18 Q Finally, M Wtness, one subject left for nme to deal
Wi th
19 and then you will be asked questions by others. D d there
conme a
15:45: 27 20 time when you saw a man fromthe UN in Kailahun, a man with
21 | ssa Sesay?
22 A Yes, yes. |'ve recognised him
23 Q Do you remenber which year this was? Let nme ask this:
Was
24 it before or after the Lonme peace agreenent?
15:46: 13 25 A It was after the Lone Peace Accord.
26 Q And when you saw I ssa Sesay in Kailahun at this tine,
did
27 he do anything or arrange anything?
28 A Well, he had a | ot of arrangenents. He had a | ot of

29 arrangenents.
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Q Such as?
Well, he used to talk to the soldiers as well as to the

civilians. But the person that we've just nentioned that

there was a very big occasion in that town. The occasion was
very big. It was a happy nonent that day. On that day nasked
devils were out in the streets.

Q kay. Let nme ask you this: Did Issa Sesay have

to do with farnmng around this time in Kail ahun?
A No. At that time he was not farming. W only asked him

t hat favour.

Q What favour?

A Vell, we asked himthat we wanted to farm at

Q And what happened?

A Wel |, he hel ped us greatly.

Q How di d he hel p concerning the farmat Tukpagbehun?

A Well, that particular one, | would Iike you to give nme a

chance to explain nore. Am1l allowed to explain?

Q Yes. |I'msorry to be rushing you al ong, but take your

and explain this in your owm words, M Wtness, and then |'ve
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fini shed.

A The tinme |Issa cane there were | eaders who went to neet

They greeted himhappily. A large crowd were with him but he

a man, the way | saw him he had respect for elders. He said,

have seen all of you have cone, yes, that is okay, but there

el ders al so anong you in this parlour." He said -- he said,

of you should give ne -- should excuse nme so that | wll be

totalk with the elders.” So we were excused. Even at that,
people were still entering. W went into his room He

us happily, with some ambunt of xxxxx happily. Then we told
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that we wanted to make a farm but this farmwe are going to

| abour it as RUF farm Since we are going to farm we woul d

to continue this farmng. But this farmwas a fanmly farm so

that everybody in this chiefdomwould be able to do it

He said, "What will | do?" Then we said, "W wanted to nmake a
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farm We would |ike to know whet her you would be in a

to help us." He said, "Yes, | have accepted. Whatever be the

case, whatever help | would be able to help you, | will do

So all those elders had a consultation anmong them and asked:

"Where do we -- where do we farn? This is not a farmthat we
going to do a -- that is not inportant. This farmis for
chiefdons.” So the chief who was at Luawa, we asked himto

us bush. He said he had heard that. So then we went to him

said, "The time we are able to nmake this farm we will let you

know." So we would ask himthat, "You, the chief, where do

really think that this -- the place, where to nake this farm
where do you think that would be? Fine."

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: W have heard that. W have heard

We have heard that. Please proceed. W have heard that. You
asked himfor |and, and where you nmeke it, you agreed, yes.
Proceed.

THE WTNESS: Well, the land, the bush, he gave it to

Then we wote letter. W told the Gb that we are now ready to
work. "So please explain to the nan that we are now ready to
work." So all these eight chiefdons, we divided it into two,

Ki ssi Kanma, Kissi Teng, Kissi Tongi, Luawa, they would give us

200 manpower: Banbara, Mandu, Deya, Ml enm, 200 people. Then

sel ected a date where we should farm
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1 interpreter.
2 THE WTNESS: Then that was the tinme we received a

3 that they had sent food for us: Eight bags of rice, ten

4 of Maggi and three bags of salt, and fish or nmeat -- neat.

5 was what they sent for us. W were very happy. Then the day

6 the brushing, we all net together. The only person who was a
7 soldier in which we were all noving together was the G5. He

8 in Pendenmbu. That day we brushed. W brushed conpletely.

9 after that, we continued with the work. W harvested that

10 completely. From Pendenbu to that farmthere is a snall

11 that we stored that rice. W stored that rice there so that
12 woul d be able to arrange that rice, but it was Hutata who took
13 that -- all of that rice

14 Q M Wtness, let ne stop you there. So this is the story
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t he Tukpagbehun farmthat you have told us about, am|

A Yes.
Q That's the true story.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: You nentioned the nanme Hutata; who's
Hut at a?

THE WTNESS: At that time there was an election. The

menbers of that election took all of that rice. The chief

and expl ai ned that to ne.
MR JORDASH:

Q Wi ch political party did the people who took the rice

fron?
A It was SLPP party.
Q Thank you. Sorry, | do have one last subject for you

M Wtness. Do you know anything about mining in Gema Town

in --
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A Well, this is all the nore reason why at tines when you

me | would like to sit down for a while so that | can think
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That one, if | can explain? Am| allowed to explain sone part

it?
Q Yes. Again, | apologise for rushing you. Go ahead and

expl ai n what you know about mining in G ema Town. Before you

t hough, what year are we tal ki ng about?

A Wll, at that time it is |like --

Q Let me ask you, where were you l|iving when --

A I was in Senmbehun. | was in Senbehun.

Q And do you renenber if it was the first two years of

time in Senmbehun or the second two years when this event

happened?
A I think it is -- 1 think it isin '97 to '98.
Q Ckay. So tell us about what you know about mining in

around that tine.

A Well, at that tine there was a man called M Patrick
came from Pujehun. It was because of the war that he cane.
Q Do you know his | ast nane?

A It is only Patrick that |I'maware of, very well. He

brought his wife together with his children and one Shek. He

lied a big lie for us; ever since inny life |I've never seen

aliar. There was just one tine he said that --

Q Stop. Stop. Just repeat your answer, please, M

The translator didn't get it.
A | saidit was a very biglie that he lied to us. 1've

never seen such a liar inmy life.



28 Q What lie did he tell to you?

29 A Concer ni ng that m ning.
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1 Q And what was the lie?
2 A Well, he said there were xxxxxx in a particular place,
3 but that was a lie.
4 Q And how do you know it was a lie?
15:59:37 5 A Wll, he told us to make a sacrifice with the XXxxxXx.
6 Mbsquito gave the sheep and the xxxxx was killed for
sacrifice.
7 The nman had cone, he had a xxxxxxx in his pocket, like a
nunber
8 10. It was very snmall, too small. Then he nmade us go there.
He
9 said, "Master, there's a xxxxxxx in this town. Let us make a

16: 00: 17 10 sacrifice."

11 Q Who did he say that to?
12 A He told Mosquito that.
13 Q Was Patrick a civilian or a soldier?
14 A He was a civilian. He cane from Puj ehun.
16: 00: 36 15 Q So what had he done with the very small xxxxxxx
16 A It was just one. It was not many. It was just one.
17 Q What did he do with it?
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A That xxxxxx the tinme he told us to work at that place,

all dug out gravels and packed them Then he took that very
smal | xxxxxx and go and place it in one of the piles of the
gravel. That happened on a Thursday, |ike tonmorrow would be

Friday to wash the gravel. Al of us went there, a large

They were cooking food for sale. They washed that grave

they did not see anything. Then he went and told us that the
hi gh xxxxx has told us to wait because there's another XxXxxXxxx
to performtonorrow. Then we performed that xxxxxxx Then in
the norning the pile of gravel, where he went, was the first
pl ace that he went and asked us to wash. As we washed t hat

gravel, then we saw that particul ar xxxxxxxx That one, nobody
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could believe it, it was a very big thing in that area. Then,

the nmorning, Msquito sent a patrol, rice and salt, Mggi, and
said these things were for M Patrick. They, he and his

dependants, were living on that. W washed that gravel over

again. W did not see any other dianond other than that.
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peopl e becane fed up. Then M Patrick, one day | was noving

around G emn, and then | asked himto xxxxx at Senbehun. Then

he said, "Ckay, xxxxx." | went there, | xxxxxx in that Joe

Bush and we xxxx. W talked a lot. Then | asked hi mthat,

Priest, this xxxxxx arrangenent, how far have you gone?" |
said, "Let ne explain these xxxxx to you. This, of ny friend,
you, sitting down here now. Let it be a xxxxx between you and
I. Let it not be heard by any other person. There was no
XXXXX in that place. That xxxx was in ny hand. How could

you expect ne to have got food so that ny children and | would

able to live on?" | said, "That was nmy own 15 that | had
played." | said, "You, if it was during the tinme of the G os
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX | said, "M

friend, let us stop there. Let us not nmention this talk

That was the end of that xxxxx business.

Q So Patrick played a trick to obtain food, and did the --
A Yes.

Q And the trick was played on Msquito?

A Yes, and all of us who |aboured in vain.

Q And those who | aboured in vain, did they |labour in vain
voluntarily?

A That everybody was happy for that work. At that tine,

put down their guns.

Q Thank you. Thank you very nuch for your explanation.
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1 Again, sorry to hurry you
2 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Everybody was happy and they put down
3 their guns?
4 THE W TNESS: Yes, concerning that work, they all put
asi de

16: 05:47 5 their guns. At that tinme it was not the business of guns.

6 Everybody put guns aside for that m ning.

7 MR JORDASH:
8 Q So who worked on the mining then, civilians and soldiers
or
9 civilians --
16: 06: 08 10 A They were civilians only, but the soldiers went there
| at er
11 but there was no dianond. They were just working in vain.
12 MR JORDASH. Thank you. |'ve got nothing further, Your
_ 13 Honours. |'ve got no nore questions but there will be
questions
14 from ot hers
16: 06: 30 15 THE W TNESS: Ckay.
16 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes, M (Qgeto?
17 MR OCETO  Yes, My Lords. W have a few questions to
ask
18 this witness in cross-exam nation. Can | proceed, My Lord?

19 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes, please, you nay.
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CROSS- EXAM NED BY MR CCETO

Q Good afternoon, witness.

A CGood afternoon, sir.

Q Perhaps | should start by introducing nyself. MW nane
Qgeto. | amthe Defence counsel for M Mrris Kallon. | have
few questions for you. I'msorry, you are tired, |'msure,

pl ease bear with ne and please listen very carefully to ny
questions. They are going to be very brief and I will request
that you try and make your answers equally brief. |If | need

further particulars, | will try and get those fromyou. Are
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t oget her ?

A Okay.

Q You know t he accused person in this case, M Morris
A Yes.

Q When did you first neet M Kallon?

A It was in Pendenbu.

Q When was that?

A At the begi nning of the war.



16: 09: 22

Kal | on

16: 09: 53

t hat

16:10: 19

16:11: 00
of

Page 87

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

Q Wul d that be 19917

A It was in 1991.

Q Very briefly, in what circunstances did you neet M

in 19917?

A Well, the soldiers called us to the court barri; we were

many. Then he cane and told the town comander, they said, |
want all the civilians to go forward because the soldiers are
advancing. That was the time | knew him | saw himthere.

Q Thank you. Did you subsequently neet M Kallon after

initial meeting?

A Yes.

Q When and wher e?

A I saw himin Buedu, but | cannot renmenber that date.
Q Did you neet M Kallon or did you see himin Kail ahun
bet ween end of 1996 and the year 20007?

A No.

Q Now, during your stay in Kailahun during the period end

1996 to 2000, did you hear of the presence of M Kallon in
Kai | ahun in the conpany of sol dier bodyguards?
A No.

Q Sorry, of child bodyguards?

SCSL - TRI AL CHAMBER |
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A No.

Q Now, during the period end of 1996 to the year 2000, are
you aware of any recruitnent of children as RUF sol diers?

A No child was able to go to the base

Q But did you hear of any recruitnent of child soldiers in
Kai | ahun during this period?

A | did not hear that they were recruiting children but
peopl e used to go to the base.

Q Do you know i f the accused person Mrris Kallon, Mrris

Kall on, had a farmin Kailahun during the period end of 1996

the year 20007
A | did not see a farmwas -- | did not see Morris Kallon
owning a farm

Q You never received that information that he had a farm

Kai | ahun during that period?
A I did not hear that.

Q Did you ever receive information from anybody during

period that Mrris Kallon was involved in any attenpts to

civilians to make contributions of foodstuffs to the RUF. D d
you receive any such informtion?

A Never did | hear that. In fact, you would not see

Kallon in the rear. He was always in the front line.

Q Are you aware of any involvenent of Mrris Kallon in any
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attacks or any killings in Kailahun during the period end of

to the year 20007

A No.

Q Now, during the period that you said you met M Morris
Kal I on, can you very briefly explain to this Court, if you are

able, his relationship with civilians in Kailahun?
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A Morris Kallon, if you want to say he was always in
Kai | ahun, no, except if he comes to ook for soldiers. | only

becane famliar with Morris Kallon at the time he took us to

Zagoda but to say that a civilian would conme and say here that

took long with Morris Kallon up to ten minutes, no.

Q My question is, witness, during the time you knew him

time you met himin Kailahun, are you able to explain to the
Court the nature of Morris Kallon's relationship with the
civilians in Kail ahun?

A I did not see himin Kailahun Town.

Q Are you aware or did you receive any information about

attenpts by M Kallon to force wonen to narry RUF soldiers in



13 Kai | ahun?

14 A Never did | hear that.
16:16: 33 15 MR OGETO. M Lords, | have no further questions for
this
16 wi tness. Thank you very much
17 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Thank you, M QOgeto. Yes, M --
18 MR CAMMEGH. Your Honour, I'mgoing to be certainly
unti |
19 the end of the day. I'min Your Honours' hands. | don't know
16: 17: 08 20 whet her you woul d prefer to take an early break, so | can go
21 unbr oken.
_ 22 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: No, we want to continue until when it
is
23 time. | hope it suits you.
24 MR CAMVEGH. Very well. |'mperfectly happy to go on
16:17: 18 25 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: W have 20 minutes to go. Let's just
26 MR CAMMEGH: Yes.
27 CRCSS- EXAM NED BY CAMMEGH
28 Q Good afternoon, M Wtness.
29 A Yes, good afternoon, Pa.
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1 Q | represent Augustine Gbhao, and |'ve got severa

questions
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to ask you. | want to rem nd you that we're in open session

Pl ease don't say anything that mght give away your identity.
You' re probably aware that the Prosecution have called various

witnesses in this trial against ny client, and what | want to

is ask you a series of questions which are drawn fromthe

evi dence that this Court has heard previously. So | hope you

Your Honours, in fact, will forgive ne if fromtine to tine |

junp around and | al so hope that | don't duplicate any

that M Jordash has asked. | will do ny very best but Your
Honours wi |l understand that an exami nati on based on two | arge

wi tnesses takes a lot of planning and | will hope to renove

extraneous stuff, if I can. M Wtness, |I'd like to start,
pl ease, with the overall picture, the overall conditions which

the peopl e of Kailahun were living under from 1996 to the end

the war. Wuld it be fair for ne to suggest that all the

i nhabi tants of Kailahun agreed that the eneny was the Kamgjors

and ECOMOG?
A I want you to repeat that question
Q Wuld it be fair for ne to suggest that the popul ation

Kai l ahun District were generally agreed that the eneny was the
Kamaj or and ECOMOG f or ces?
A Yes.

Q In your position, you've already told the Court what

was, would it be fair for ne to assune that you had a very
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wi de- spread know edge of what was going on in Kailahun

during the war?
A What | know is what | will explain.

Q In your position, were you able to receive information
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to incidents taking place within Kailahun District during the
war ?

A Well, that's what | said to the lawer. What | sawis

I will explain. Wat | heard | will explain. But if you

me if | heard, | would explain, because the district is |arge.
Q It's ny fault for not expressing ny question very well.

I"mgoing to try again. By virtue of the position that you

were you in communi cation with other people within Kailahun

District?
A Yes, | used to conmunicate with other people.
Q And through that conmunication, did you often receive

about what was going on throughout the district?

A No. | wouldn't know sone things. Some things | would



14 know.

16: 22: 32 15 Q But stories and runours were -- let ne put that
16 differently. Wre you in a position to receive information
about
17 events taking place?
18 A So | used to get sone information.
19 Q I amjust going to ask you about sone exanples, if
may.

16:23: 04 20 Do you know the crossing point over the Mba River at Mende
Bui ma?

21 A Yes.
22 Q D d you hear about an incident there in Novenber of 1996
23 where the Kamgjors killed many Kail ahun citizens?
24 A Yes, | received that information.
16: 23: 40 25 Q Yes. Did you also hear about an attack by Kamajors on
26 citizens in Gema at about the sane tine?
27 A Yes. At that tinme | was in Senbehun.
28 Q kay. And | think it's right, M Wtness, and pl ease
29 correct me if | amwong, that during that attack on G ema
rice
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1 barns were burned down and the G ehun and the Senbehun Joe
Bushes

2 were severely damaged; woul d you agree?
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A They burnt them ny own very barn.
Q VWhat | want to suggest to you is this: That when events

like that took place, the runours and the stories circulated

qui ckly throughout the district; passed on from one senior man

anot her; would you agree?
A Yes.
Q I'"'mnot sure about my geography of Kailahun District, so

you will correct me if | amwong, please, but is it right

Talia is about 12 niles fromthe Mende Bui ma crossing point?
A To go to Talia?
Q From -- between Talia and Mende Buinma crossing point, is

that about 12 ml es?

A Well, | knowthat fromTalia to Kailahun it's seven
but from Mende Buima, | don't know.
Q Again, M Wtness, |'msure you ve been told already, if

you don't know the answer to any question, just say so and

nove on.
A Ckay.

Q I"mgoing to ask you nore specific questions shortly,
again, |I'mconcentrating on the conditions that prevailed in

Kail ahun District at this particular tinme, and |I'm asking you
about things that you nay have heard. Another thing that |'m
asking about is this: Had you or did you ever hear of anybody

living in Talia losing a relative in the war, being killed in

war ?
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A No.

Q Did you hear of a further attack by Kamajors on G ena
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in January of 1997 about two nonths after the attack you've

tol d us about?
A That attack that they did, they did not do any other

attack. They did another attack at one tinme. That was the

they passed through our own place and burnt down rice barns.
Q Okay. Was there another attack on G enma after that,
shortly after that?

A No.

Q Agai n on the subject of things you m ght have heard

were you aware, in approximtely February of 1998, so we're

nmoving on in tinme now, of an attack by ECOMOG and Kanmmj or

on the town of Kenemmn?

A Kenema?
Q Yes.
A | did not hear that.
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Q Let me see if | can jog your nmenory. What |'m

happened in February of 1998 was that the ECOMOG and Kamaj or

forces pushed, pushed eastwards towards Kail ahun District;

took Kenenma and, having taken Kenema, many civilians were

alive in Hangha Road, many of them having burning tyres put

their heads. Did that story reach you?
A | heard that one.

Q Simlarly, M Wtness, did you ever experience or did

ever hear about Alfa Jets bonbing civilians in Kail ahun

fromearly 1998 onwards?
A Many.
Q Many. Thank you. And having told us all of this, would

you agree with me that in the years late 1996, certainly up

the begi nning of 2000, Kailahun District was in a state of
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A Pardon ne?

Q Woul d you agree with ny suggestion that between late ' 96
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and early 2000 Kailahun District was in a state of war?

A Up until '99 that there was war there?

Q Yes, that's ny suggestion

A Yes.

Q To put it nore specifically, would it be fair for ne to

this: That Kailahun was, in fact, under siege during that

of time, constantly under attack from ECOMOG and Kanmmj or

woul d you agree?
A Yes, that happened nany ti nes.

Q Ckay. And because of that, and because of the answer

you gave ne earlier, which is that everybody agreed that the

Kamaj ors and the ECOMOG were the eneny, would you agree with

that the population of Kailahun District had to have pulled
together in a voluntary, nutual war effort?

A Not everybody agreed in order to fight the war.

Q Wi ch peopl e did not agree?

A Wl |, where we were, there were some people who did not
carry guns. They were civilians. But when they are attacked,

nobody was happy.

Q Can | put the question in a different way: That the
citizens of Kailahun, and by "citizens," | don't just nean the
civilians, | mean the soldiers as well, were they united in a

effort agai nst ECOMOG and the Kamaj ors?
A No.

Q Then whi ch were the people who were not united?
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A In Kailahun District?

Q Yes.
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A They used to attack us nornings and night, and when you

attacked, you would not like that person. The guns do not
discrimnate. You will die.

Q I think we're tal king at cross-purposes. M question's
very sinple. Maybe it's ny fault that |'mnot expressing it
properly. |I'mnmaking a suggestion, and I'mjust asking if you
woul d agree with nme, ny suggestion is very sinple: That

everybody living in Kailahun District was on the sanme side,

there was unity ampngst the population in Kailahun District.

not tal king about the people that were attacking; |1'mtalking
about the inhabitants of Kail ahun.
A Yes, we were united.
Q Thank you.

MR CAMMEGH: Wbuld that be a convenient nonment, Your
Honours, for the afternoon break?

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Have you got anything else to foll ow?
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MR CAMMEGH. |'ve got plenty nore questions, Your

but that finishes the opening salvo, if you like. [|'m now

to nove on to nore specific questions pertaining to the

we' ve heard before.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Well, the Court will recess for a few
mnutes. We will resume thereafter. The Court rises, please.
[Break taken at 4.31 p.m ]
[ RUFL6OCTO7E - MD|
[ Upon resum ng at 5.09p. m]

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes, M Canmegh, you nay proceed,

MR CAMMEGH: May it please Your Honour.
Q Good afternoon, M Wtness.

Good afternoon.
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Q You' ve already told the Court that you knew a man call ed

Aruna Bondu; correct?
A Yes, | know him
Q Can | just ask you about his pronunciation because we've

heard himreferred to as Bondu. |'ve just called hi m Bondu;



6 which is the correct pronunciation?

7 A H s name is Aruna Bondu
8 Q And you' ve told us that you knew himvery well; yes?
9 A Very well. | knew himvery well
17:14: 24 10 Q And | think you told us that you both becane good
friends
11 after he becane Deputy Chiefdom Commander in XXXXXX
Chi efdony is
12 that right?
13 A That is correct.
14 Q Did you know -- and |'"'mreferring to the years '96 to
17:14:53 15 99 -- did you know Augustine Ghao?
16 A I know Augustine Gbhao
17 Q And | think you' ve told ne earlier today that the
vill age
18 of Talia is about seven miles from Kail ahun Town; was t hat
ri ght?
19 A Yes.
17:15: 24 20 Q It's been said by a witness in this trial that during
t he
21 years |'ve just mentioned, '96 to '99, the citizens of
Kai | ahun
22 District --
23 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: M Canmegh, may we have reference of
t hat
24 witness? 1Is it possible for us to have a reference?
17:15: 54 25 MR CAMMEGH: Certainly. | don't have a page or line
26 nunber, | am afraid.
27 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: The pseudonym
28 MR CAMVEGH: Contained within the testinony in chief of

29 TF1-330.
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PRESI DI NG JUDGE: |f, in making such references, we

be provided with a reference as we have al ways done. TF
S0-s0-s0. That is okay. You nay go on

MR CAMMEGH. | am sorry about that, Your Honour. He is

of the witnesses who | amafraid | haven't prepared such a
preci se summary of. | take Your Honour's point on board and
will try to avoid such specific references.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: That is okay.

VMR CAMMEGH

Q If | can just conplete that question though: It has

said in this room during this trial, M Wtness, that between
96 and '99 the citizens of Kailahun District were living in
sl avery; would you agree with that?

A Yes. W --

THE | NTERPRETER: Your Honours, can the counsel take

question agai n?
MR CAMMEGH. | will put it nore sinply.

Q Were people living like slaves in Kailahun District
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1996 and 1999 or not, to your know edge?
A We were in slavery in 1991 to 1992. W were in slavery.

In "96, '97 and '98 there was no slavery again.

Q And just to finish off: Wat about 19997

A There was no slavery. At that time we are now buying
cocoa.

Q Ckay. So, is this your evidence: That while the G os

in Kailahun District there was slavery, but when the RUF were

control in Kailahun, there was no slavery; is that what you're

sayi ng?

A Yes, that is what | want to explain that to you today;
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there was no slavery there at all. Yes, we fought the war but

there was no slavery. There was no slavery at all

Q Bearing that in mnd, did you ever hear either Msquito,

| ssa Sesay, or Augustine Gbao, or Foday Sankoh, ever tell the
citizens of Kailahun that what they had was no | onger theirs?
A That did not happen.

Q Did you ever hear it said that in the hierarchy of the
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Augusti ne Gbhao was next after Mosquito and |ssa Sesay?

A I did not know about Augustine Gbao's position. It was
later that | knew. It was later | knew as |DU

Q Thank you. | accept, of course, that Augustine CGbao was
the conmander of the IDU. To the best of your know edge,

M Wtness, what was his role or function as head of the |DU?

A Wll, the tine the rebel -- G to IDU -- that was the

they gave that name as Internal Defence Unit.

Q Are you all right, M Wtness?

A Well, they gave himthat position that he was the big
conmander, over all the | DU conmanders

Q And tell us if you don't know this for sure, but do you

know what the IDU s function was within the Kailahun District?

A Yes.
Q Can you tell us what you know about that?
A Well, the IDU, the way we heard about them any soldier

did bad, they would wite letter about you or, if we were

anything that was not good they would wite letter about you
That was what we knew about them There were places, if they
went there, one could not identify themas IDUs. As | used to

hear, they used to send sonme of themto the target areas, so,

there were anything happening there, they would send back

SCSL - TRI AL CHAMBER |
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reports.

Q Ckay.

A That's the role we ever observed they were doing.
Q Thank you. They weren't, in fact, acting as a go-

between RUF soldiers and civilians, were they? Do you agree?
A Yes, that's the way it happened.

Q Sorry, are you saying that they were a go-between,

RUF sol diers and civilians, or that you agree with nme when
suggest that they weren't?

A Yes.

Q Ckay. I'll try that again. Ws the | DU a go-between

bet ween RUF sol diers and civilians?

A Yes.
Q I n what sense; can you describe?
A They had a | ot of agents. They used to go into the Joe

Bushes. As | understood, they were at the targets. Wosoever
was doing bad to a civilian, if they sawit, they would wite

letter about you. O if you are insulting them they will

| etter about you, because there was a tinme we were handling

own affairs with the civilians.

Q Ckay. Was it the IDUs job to tell civilians what to do

relation to | abour?
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A It was not the job of the |DUs.

Q Yes. See, if sonmebody was to suggest that it was

Gbao who would tell Mrie Fekai, who would then tell the

civilians what to do and where to work, if someone was to

that, what would you have to say?

A | cannot believe that type of person, because Mrie

was a (Gb.
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Q Yes. Thank you. And on the subject of the G5, M

woul d you agree with ne that one of the G5's main
responsibilities was for the distribution of all food supplies
within Kailahun District --

THE | NTERPRETER: Your Honours, can the counsel take

question agai n?
MR CAMMEGH. Yes, certainly.

Q Was one of the Gb's nmain responsibilities to ensure

distribution of the food supply within Kailahun District?

A That was their -- one of their heavi est work.
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Q Thank you. And so far as you were aware, in the

that you held during that period, did Augustine Gbhao ever have
anything to do with the distribution of food?
A | did not see that.

Q According to your know edge, M Wtness, was Augustine

ever the senior conmander of the RUF in Gema, at any tine?

A No, he did not occupy that position. At that tineg,
me, at that time he had his -- all of his offices in his
Q Yes, you nmentioned that earlier on today. You said, in

response to a question fromny learned friend, M Jordash

M Gohao kept his office in his pocket; what did you nean by

A At that time, he had no position. Al the areas they

to sell palmoil, you would nmeet himthere.
THE | NTERPRETER: Pal mw ne. Correction, interpreter
THE W TNESS: Wherever they used to sell palmw ne, you

woul d meet himthere. He has a small book in his pocket, and

pen. He would read the dictionary at that place until he got
sonme palmwine. At that tine he had an eye problem All the

colleges in Africa he would nention them

SCSL - TRI AL CHAMBER |
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1 MR CAMVEGH

2 Q Al the what, sorry?

3 A Al the colleges in Africa. | said, all the colleges in
4 Africa, he would name them

17:30:22 5 Q VWhat did he wite in his pocket book; did you ever
di scover

6 t hat ?
7 A He did not wite anything down. He would just take out
8 that piece of book and then touched it for a while and then
put
9 it back into the pocket.
17:30: 42 10 Q You nean the dictionary?
11 A What ever word he spoke in English, he would cut that
wor d
12 into the dictionary.
13 THE | NTERPRETER: Correction, interpreter. He would
refer
14 that word to the dictionary.
17:31: 04 15 MR CAMVEGH
16 Q Right. D d he enjoy pal mw ne?
17 A Very well. Very nuch
. 18 Q And where did you see himdrinking palmw ne; was it
j ust
19 in Genma or el sewhere?
17:31:22 20 A | saw himin Gema; | saw himin Bandajumg; | also saw
hi m
21 i n Senbehun once, where | was staying. There were huts where

22 peopl e used to sell palmw ne in those bushes.
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Q At this particular tine, the tinme when you saw him

pal mw ne in Bandajuma, in G ema and wherever else, did you

the inpression that he was a highly respected figure within

RUF?

A It was | ater, because whenever M Sankoh gave orders,

woul d be afraid of it. As soon as he gave himthat order that

was the commander, he changed a little bit.

SCSL - TRI AL CHAMBER |

SESAY ET AL
16 OCTOBER 2007 OPEN SESSI ON
Q Right. Wuld you agree with me that he was given that

order by Sankoh in about February of 1996 at Canp Zagoda;

you agree with that?

A Well, | heard about that, that he gave that order. That
one | heard about it, but | did not understand it very well.

Q Was M Ghao popul ar anongst the civilians in places like
G ema and Bandaj uma and Kai | ahun Town?

A As long as you drink palmoil or snoke --

THE | NTERPRETER:  Correction, interpreter, pal mw ne or
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time?

17:33: 54

tal ki ng

heart ed
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snoke a cigarette, you would know him

MR CAMMEGH:
Q Wyul d you describe himas a very sociable man at that
A Very wel | .
Q He was someone who enjoyed the conpany of others?
A Yes. As long as you were cracking jokes, he would enjoy
t hat .
Q From what you knew of him and | appreciate we're

about his personality, would you describe himas a kind-

person, who was concerned about the condition of the people

around hi n®?
A Yes.
Q Al though, | think fromtinme to tinme he was prone to get

bit cross, to get a bit annoyed with people, fromtinme to

woul d that be fair?
A To be angry, you cannot talk of that. | did not see him
where he was very angry.

Q Now, you've told us that he was never the senior

in Gema. To your know edge, M Wtness, did he ever becone

head commander in Kail ahun Town?
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1 A As for me, except when he held that position of overal
2 comrander, that was the time | knew.
3 Q I just want to be clear about this: | accept your
evi dence
4 that he becane the overall commander of the IDU.  What | do
17:35:36 5 suggest, though, is that he was never the head commander in
6 Kai | ahun Town. Do you agree with ne?
7 A | cannot believe that because the headquarter was in
- 8 Kai | ahun. He used to go to Kailahun and | was not just
visiting
9 Kai | ahun frequently.
17:36: 04 10 Q So is it your evidence that you don't believe that he
was
11 the head commander of Kail ahun Town?
12 A He becanme a commander. | said a big commander
13 Q I will just try this one nore tine.
14 THE | NTERPRETER: Correction, interpreter. Senior

17: 36:28 15 commander .

16 MR CAMVEGH
17 Q | agree, | accept that he was the senior comander of
t he
18 I DU, but, separately fromthat, was he ever made the head
19 comrander of Kailahun Town, the head RUF comrander of Kail ahun
17: 36: 55 20 Town? |'m suggesting he was not and | want to know if you
agr ee

21 with nme.

22 A Apart from | DU commander, | did not hear any other
posi tion



23 for him

24 Q Thank you, M Wtness. Again, speaking as a nman in your
17:37:24 25 position, were you ever aware of civilians cultivating a farm
for
26 Augusti ne Ghao?
27 A As for me, | did not hear that.
28 Q | just want to briefly go back to sonething, and I amin
29 Your Honour's hands, if you want this to be my |ast question
or
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1 I will carry on. | just note the tine.
2 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes, we were just getting ready to
rise

3 for the day.
4 MR CAMMEGH. Then if | can just ask this |last question

17:38:14 5 pl ease, Your Honour?

6 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes, you nay.

7 MR CAMVEGH

8 Q Just to revisit the issue of Augustine Ghao's
personal ity

9 that you just raised just now, can | read back to you

sonet hi ng



17:38:27 10
draft,
11
to
12
13
used
14
17:38:51 15
wor ki ng. "
16
he
17
18
19
hear
17:39: 25 20
this.
21
22
sai d
23
24
17: 39: 50 25
ask
26
i f
27
28
29

you told M Jordash yesterday. This is at page 89 of the

so | imagine it's page 90 of the final transcript, at lines 2
5. You said this -- I'mgoing to read this to you and | just
want you to explain what you neant: "Wat | knew, that he
totalk a lot, he would give a lot of lectures. It was latter

that he had opposed. Latter. That was when he started

What did you nean by that, where you said it was latter that

had opposed?
A Well, at the tinme that | saw him he had no post, except

wherever they net, he would say good things, that you woul d

that this person is a conmander, or that this person does

In fact, at that time, his eye had a problemon the one side.

Q | promise this really is ny |ast question. When you

he woul d give a lot of lectures, what were the | ectures about;
can you recall?

A For instance, if you had a cigarette, he would conme and

you: "Big nman, where are you fronP" |If you were a civilian,

you were a soldier, he would sweet-talk you. After you would
have finished, he woul d ask you to give himone and you woul d

gi ve himone or two.
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Q kay. He would use his charm would he?
THE | NTERPRETER: Can | earned counsel ask the question
agai n?

MR CAMMEGH: It was a coment and |'mnot going to ask

agai n because it's not a proper question
Your Honours, if that's a conveni ent nonent?

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: So, if he has a cigarette, he cones

chats you up and you would end up maybe gi vi ng hi m one nore,

two?
MR CAMMEGH: O three, | think the answer was.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: That's the answer, is it?
THE W TNESS:  Yes.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Thank you, M Wtness. Yes, M

You had anot her question?
MR CAMMEGH: No, no, | don't. Just for Your Honours

information, I would hope to be no nore than one hour

I think that's probably a --

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Wl l, you know, we are happy to

t hose assurances and we get a bit disturbed when they are not

respected. But it's okay, never mind.



21 MR CAMMEGH. Well, | have the advantage of having

pl anned
22 everything and |I' m obviously --
23 PRESI DING JUDGE: No, that's all right. M Camegh
it's
24 just a comment, and it's a fair conment that the Chanber has
25 made.
26 JUDGE BOUTET: W are not sitting tonorrow.
27 MR CAMMEGH: You are quite right.
28 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Well, the Chanmber will rise for the
day
29 and we reconvene on Thursday, at 9.30. W will rise, please.
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1 [ Wher eupon the hearing adjourned at 5.35
p. m,
f 2 to be reconvened on Thursday, the 18th day
0
3 Cct ober 2007 at 9.30 a.m]
4
5
6
7
8
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