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[ RUF18CCTO7A - J9]

Thur sday, 18 Cct ober 2007

[ The accused present]

[ The witness entered court]

[ Open sessi on]

[ Upon conmencing at 9.46 a.m]

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Good norni ng, | earned
counsel. W are resum ng our proceedings, and M Canmegh, you
may proceed with your cross-exanination of this wtness.

MR CAMMEGH. May it please Your Honour

W TNESS DI S-078: [ Conti nued]

[ The witness answered through

CROSS- EXAM NED BY MR CAMVEGH: [ Conti nued]
Good norning, M Wtness.

Good norning, Sir.

Q The other day | said | was hoping to finish wthin about
hour and | still do so, so please bear with ne for about
hour. |'ve got sone nore questions for youu M Wtness, if

go back to the period of the war between approxi mately '96 and
'99, do you think sonebody |ike Aruna Bondu woul d have been

forced during that tine to eat?
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THE | NTERPRETER:  Your Honours, can the | earned counse
take that question again?
MR CAMVEGH

Q During the period I've just nentioned, do you think

Bondu woul d have nostly been eating just bush yam and banana

pal m cabbage?
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: How does he answer that type of a

question?

SCSL - TRIAL CHAMBER |



Page 3

nmean,

t he

09:53: 02

sai d.

09:53: 09
Bondu

bush

what ,

09: 53: 52

friend.

09:54: 08

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

SESAY ET AL

18 OCTCBER 2007 OPEN SESSI ON

MR CAMVEGH: Because, Your Honour, he told the Court --

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes, even if he told the Court -- |

was he staying with himall the tine -- were they staying in

sanme place or because they were very good friends?
MR CAMVEGH: Exactly.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Al right. Ckay.

MR CAMMEGH. And sonet hing may have been rel ated or

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Ckay.
MR CAMVEGH

Q Can | put the question in a different way: Did Aruna

ever tell you that all he was eating during that period was

yam banana and pal m cabbage?

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: You sai d banana, bush cabbage and

M  Camregh?
MR CAMMEGH. Bush yam banana and pal m cabbage. |'m not

hearing any translation at the nonent. Nor is ny |earned

THE | NTERPRETER: Your Honours, the witness is not
speaki ng.
MR CAMMVEGH

Q kay. |1'll ask the question again: M Wtness, are you
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hearing ne?

A Yes, |'m hearing you very well.

Q kay. The question is this: Did Aruna Bondu ever tel
you, in the years '96 to '99, that all he was eating was bush
yam banana and pal m cabbage?

A Yes. Those food were the ones we used to eat.

Q What was the reason for the fact that those foods were
eaten so often?

A The tinme we were in the bush, there was a shortage of

SCSL - TRI AL CHAMBER |
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Q In your view, M Wtness, what was the main reason for

shortage of food during that period?

A Well, there was no rice at that tine.
Q Wiy was that; do you know the reason for that?
A VWell, at that tinme, that was the tine of the heaviest

retreat. Al of us were now in the bushes.

Q And when you say "the heaviest retreat" which forces

inretreat?

A At that tine?
Q Yes.
A Whet her you were a civilian or a rebel, all of us were

di spersed in the bushes.

Q Was this a result of the fighting in the war?
A I think so.
Q kay. Can | just ask you a question about brushing.

heard a lot in this trial about the brushing of roads and
villages. Was brushing done in Kailahun District, in the

villages and on the roads of Kailahun District, before the

A Yes.
Yes. And was it done by civilians?

Yes.
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Q Right. And did those civilians, and |I'mtalking about

before the war, did those civilians do the brushing

A Yes, that used to happen happily.

Q Thank you. M Wtness, what is the main purpose of
brushing, particularly in villages? Wy is it so inportant?
A Well, at that tine, if the roads were bushy to the
villages, they would not allow that, for vehicles and even for

your own sake

SCSL - TRI AL CHAMBER |
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1 Q When you say "for your own sake" are you tal king about
t he
2 ri sk of disease?
3 A Yes.
4 Q I think it's right, isn't it, that the risk was that if
09:59:25 5 villages weren't brushed, the spread of disease, particularly
6 t hrough nosquitos, was far nore serious; is that right?
7 A Yes, and even for risk of snakes.
8 Q Yes. Did the voluntary brushing of roads and vill ages
9 within Kailahun District continue after the outbreak of war?
10: 00: 13 10 A Well, there was a tinme you could not even inmagi ne that.
11 Q Can you explain what you nean by that answer, please?
12 A Firstly, where you stay, you could not even think of
13 sweep -- of brushing a road. You would not be unhappy and
t hen
14 you think of that. You can see people were distressed. Can
you

10: 01: 05 15 tell that person to go and brush a road?

16 Q Ckay. And do | understand that they were di stressed by
t he

17 effects, the direct effects of the war?

18 A Yes.

19 Q Can | ask you this: In your experience, and from what
you

10: 01: 46 20 heard in Kailahun District during those years, did you ever
hear



forced

10: 02: 23
pass

to

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

of civilians being forced to brush by the RUF?

A No.

Q Thank you. | shall probably return to the notion of

| abour later, but can | just ask you some questions about the
pass system Did the pass systemrelax or was it -- was the

system |l ess stringently inposed for a period after May 1997 in
Kai | ahun District?
A Yes, that happened.

Q kay/ and during that period, M Wtness, is it right

SCSL - TRI AL CHAMBER |
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say that the civilians were, and |I'mtal king about the latter
hal f of 1997, into the early part of '98, that the civilians

during that tine felt nmuch safer in Kailahun District than

had for sonme time; would that be right?
A Yes.

Q Thank you. And fromtime to time, in fact, there was

jubilating, wasn't there, in sone of the villages, regular

or discos were held anongst the | ocal population; was that

A Yes. It did not only stop at that. W even initiated
young nen into the bondo bush.

THE | NTERPRETER: Correction interpreter, we even

young girls into the bondo bush.
MR CAMMEGH. Thank you, M Interpreter

Q During that tinme was it necessary for a civilian to

a pass in order to |l ook for food for hinself?
A No, not at that tine.

Q Thank you. And is it right also that people were free

take their own food to, for exanple, the river crossing

posts in order to barter with the CGuineans; is that right?
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A Yes, that happened.

Q Ckay. Were they, in fact, free to do that throughout

war Wt hout a pass?
A After the initiation in that bush, all of us were freed.

Q I"msorry, M Wtness, can you just explain what you

by that answer, please?
A Wwell, we, the Mende people, when we initiate young wonen

into Bondu society, we do not think of anything bad. That is

| ast happiness in the Mende | and, because after that

we used to go to the Guinean border to buy a | ot of clothes.

SCSL - TRI AL CHAMBER |
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were just going to the border -- to the QGuinean border in

That is the reason --

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Look, let's get this translation --

get the interpretation right, please. There's lots and lots

interferences. Be sure of what you are translating, or what

interpreted, please. W are getting a |lot of interruptions,

know, there, and let's be sure of what you are doing there,
M Interpreter.

THE | NTERPRETER:  Your Honours, the witness said they

to go there by turns. |If sonebody goes there today, the other
time the other group will go.

MR CAMMEGH. Can | briefly interrupt? D d | hear, and
t hi nk Your Honour might have heard this as well in the
background, another interpreter suggesting the correct
interpretation was going to and fro?

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes. This is what -- this is why |

that he should be sure of the --
MR CAMMEGH. It inparts a different neaning to "in turn"
whi ch suggests that --

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Ask himto take that over again.



21 MR CAMVEGH:

22 Q If I can just ask you this, M Wtness: Wre the
civilians
23 travel ling backwards and forwards at will to the trading posts
24 during that tine?
10: 08: 15 25 A Yes, that was the way it used to happen.
26 MR CAMMEGH: Ckay. | think we can | eave that question
27 t here.
28 Q It's not true, is it, that whenever a civilian went to
t he
29 Mba River crossing points to trade, that he would al ways be

SCSL - TRI AL CHAMBER |
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forced to carry a | oad?

A Nobody could say that; that is not true.
Q Thank you. | just want to ask you, please, a few
about RUF farms and governnent farns. | appreciate this mght

have been dealt with before, but one nore time, M Wtness,

you mi nd pl ease explaining quickly the difference between an

farm and a government farnf

A Wel |, you've done sonmething for sonebody. You've given

to himas his. For exanple, the way we used to farm the
community farmwas for the town people.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: M Canmegh, pl ease take the question

again. \WAs your question not a distinction between the RUF

the governnment farm al so?
MR CAMMEGH It was.

Q M Wtness, |'mvery sorry to interrupt you; listen to

question. | just ask you to explain briefly the difference
bet ween an RUF farm and the governnment farnf

JUDGE BOQUTET: Did this witness testify as to a

farn? Did he use that |anguage? Mybe so, but | have no such
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recol l ection. He used the word "comunity" farmand this kind

| anguage, but governnent farn?
MR CAMMEGH. Your Honour nmay well be right.

JUDGE BOUTET: And that nmay cause some kind of confusion

the answer.
MR CAMMEGH: | will deal with it inthis way, if | may.
Q M Wtness, did you ever hear of a government farmin

Kai | ahun District?
A Yes.

Q Okay. Were governnent farns different to RUF farns?

SCSL - TRI AL CHAMBER |
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A We only know of RUF farm There was no government farm
Q Was there a big farmin G em?

THE | NTERPRETER:  Your Honours, the counsel is speaking

nmc
MR CAMMEGH. Sorry.
Q Was there a big farmin G em?
A There were farns in G ena.
Q Was there in particular a big farmin Kanbama during one
year ?
A The only farmthat was there was M Issa's farm
Q Let nme approach this differently. Ws this the position
Kai | ahun: That there was one farmwhich directed all its

to the sol diers?

A Yes; there was a farmlike that.

Q kay. Where was that?

A I n Senbehun.

Q kay. |1'mgoing to nake a suggestion to you and | want

know i f you agree with ne: That in Kailahun District there

only one such farmthat would direct all of its produce to the
sol diers; do you agree?

A | amexplaining to you today that that is true
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Q Ckay. Now, there were other farns, weren't there, which

suggest were called RUF farns. Can you descri be how t hey
operated and where the produce went fromthose farns?

A In those farms all the produce they were getting from

farns bel onged to them because whenever they harvested those
rice, the rice remained with them At that tine --

PRESIDING JUDGE: | amafraid | have to stop you. To

to them to who?

SCSL - TRI AL CHAMBER |
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MR CAMVEGH: | was about to ask that, Your Honour. Yes,

take Your Honour's point.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: And to where.
MR CAMVECH:

Q When you say "thenf, M Wtness, are you referring to

|l ocal civilians?

A After the harvest of the rice, the rice was neant for
civilians.

Q Yes. Did every village have such a farnf

A Yes. This -- in every village, this rice was found in

every vill age.
Q Right. D d you, during your tine in Kailahun District,
ever come across a farmwhere workers --

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: |Is he saying that there was an RUF

in every village, an RUF farmof this description according to
hi n®

MR CAMMEGH. Do you want ne to repeat that? That was ny
understanding. |'ll repeat it.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: That is your understandi ng?

MR CAMMEGH. That is ny understandi ng.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: | was going to find out whether that



22 your understanding as well.

23 MR CAMMEGH: Unl ess you want ne to clarify that one nore
24 time, Your Honour?

10: 15: 32 25 PRESI DI NG JUDGE:  Yes, yes.
26 MR CAMVEGH
27 Q Ckay. The question once again, Wtness, is this: Dd
28 every village have such a farm where the produce was divided
29 between the | ocal civilians?

SCSL - TRI AL CHAMBER |
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1 A You asked me twice. | want to clarify it properly so
t hat
2 you can under st and.
3 Q Pl ease do
4 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: So that | too can understand.
10: 16: 07 5 MR CAMMEGH. Thank you, Your Honour
6 THE W TNESS: That farm-- when you cultivated your own
7 farm the other farmthat was cultivated by all the town
peopl e,
8 after the harvest of that farm it will be for the town
peopl e.
9 That harvest would be for the town people. Your own persona
10: 16: 48 10 farm you alone will control that rice. The farmthat we
11 cultivated for the RUF, they used to cone and collect the rice
by
12 bit, and we used to give the rice to themin bits. That was
t he
13 way the arrangenment was.
14 PRESI DI NG JUDGE:  Yes.
10:17:59 15 MR CAMVEGH
16 Q Much has been said in this trial of civilians being
forced
17 to make subscriptions of food. Wat do you have to say about
18 t hat ?
19 A I did not see that for nyself. At that tine -- at that

10:18: 39 20 time, if you did not have a farm you would cone to
agriculture
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and ask for rice and you will cultivate that farmfor them

Q

Fromthe position that you held, would you expect to

known if any such forced subscriptions were taking place in

Kai |l ahun District during the war?

A

1991.

Q

To subscribe food by force, that happened many tines in

And

onwar ds,

about

it?

if it had happened during the war from say, 1996

fromyour position,

SCSL -
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TRI AL CHAMBER |



Page 12
1
2
wor ker s
3
4
10:20:35 5
conmander ,
6
7
8
can
9
10: 21: 28 10
used
11
12
13
14
10: 22: 02 15
16
Wi th
17
18
_ 19
tinme,
10: 22: 39 20

SESAY ET AL

18 OCTCBER 2007

OPEN SESSI ON

A That date you' ve nentioned, that did not happen.

Q Ckay. And did you ever witness or hear about farm

being forced to operate at gunpoint in Kailahun District?

A That did not happen at all.

Q Al right. D d you ever becone aware of the | DU

Augusti ne Gbao, personally overseeing a farmin G em?

A | did not hear that and | did not see it.

Q kay. What was Morie Fekai's job during this period,

you hel p us?

A Morie Fekai, at that tine, he was working at G5. He

to work at Gb.

Q D d you ever hear of himpassing orders to civilians, in

particular in respect of forced |abour?

A | did not hear that one.

Q I just want to conplete this snmall issue. Did you ever

hear that Augustine Gbao was passing orders to Mrie Feka

respect to forced | abour?

A | did not hear that happen

Q In fact, who, according to your understanding at the

who woul d Mori e Feka

have been taking his orders fron?



any

10: 23: 11

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

He used to take orders fromthe overall Gb.
Was that Prince Tayl or?

Yes, that was Prince Tayl or.

o > O >

Just lastly on this particular topic, did you ever, at

time, hear of any connection or any description between Mrie

Fekai and Augustine Gbhao?

A No.
Q Ri ght. Between 1996 and 1999, was Fatonma Aruna a chi ef
G ema?

SCSL - TRI AL CHAMBER |
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PRESI DI NG JUDGE: In what year, Mster --
MR CAMMEGH: '96 to '99.

THE W TNESS:  Yes.

MR CAMVEGH

Right. D d you know himwell?

Yes, | knew himwell.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: | n what |ocation?

MR CAMMEGH: G enm

Q I f anything bad had happened to him or to anybody in

famly, do you expect he would have told you about it

A Wwell, if he was supposed to explain that to nme, he would
so.
Q Did you hear of any deaths in his famly during the war

caused by RUF sol di ers?

A That did not happen.

Q I think you told us the other day that you knew Aruna
very well; is that correct?

A He was a very good friend of mne, Aruna Bondu, because

promi sed ne of giving ne a wife.
Q So if it was true that he was once beaten up by Mrie

Fekai, don't you expect he would have told you about it?



exp

you

| ai ned

10: 26: 30

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

A If Morie Fekai beat up Aruna Bondu, he woul d have

to ne.

Q And if Aruna Bondu had been beaten up by Jah dory, do

expect Aruna Bondu woul d have told you about that?

A Who is Jah dory?

Q I think that answers the question; if Your Honours are
content with that answer?

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes. You asked hi m about a second

SCSL - TRIAL CHAMBER |
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person, he is asking you who the person, the second person is.
MR CAMMEGH: Yes.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: He has provided an answer that if

Fekai beat Aruna Bondu, he would have [indiscernible] so you
asked himthe second person --

MR CAMMEGH: Yes, if he'd heard that Jah dory had

up Aruna Bondu woul d he have known that, and the answer was:

is Jah dory?
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes, that's right. W is Jah dory?
MR CAMMEGH. Yes, that's right. |'msuggesting that's a

sufficient answer for ny purposes. But if Your Honours want

to ground it horme, | will. | will clear it up.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: |Is he saying that he doesn't know Jah
dory?

MR CAMMEGH. |I'IlIl clear it up.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Let's get the record clear.

VMR CAMVEGH:

Q The question is this, M Wtness, I'msorry to dwell on

but we have to get it conpletely right. Did Aruna Bondu ever

tell you that he had been beaten up by a man called Jah dory?

You just have to say "yes" or "no"?
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A No.
Q Right. 1 think it's correct, isn't it, that Chief Sellu

Ensa, according to your know edge, had very good rel ations

the G5; is that right?
A Yes.

Q Did you ever feel it necessary, yourself, to consider

to Chief Sellu Ensa to ask himto try to help to inprove

condi tions?

SCSL - TRI AL CHAMBER |
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A Sonetimes we used to make arrangenent about that, but

at that, it was already arranged. W only tried to buttress

Q kay. Did you ever feel it necessary to speak to Chief
Sel lu Ensa about the fact that the RUF were danmaging civilian

conditions and that you wanted himto try and do sonething

it?
A Li ke, which damage?
Q Well, was it ever your opinion that the RUF were harm ng

civilian conditions and that, therefore, it was necessary to

speak to Chief Ensa to try and sort it out, to try and stop

RUF damaging civilians' conditions, living conditions?

A No.

Q I"msorry to junp back to the subject of trading. |

do this very quickly, |I hope. Can you confirmthat civilians
were at all times -- I'mtal king about Kail ahun District --

they were at all tines allowed to keep certain foodstuffs for

thensel ves, |ike cacao and palmoil; do you accept that?
A Yes.
Q You' d already indicated that civilians were free to go
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and fro to the crossing point. Can you just confirmthat the

crossing points were chiefly at CGbel e, Baona Watersi de,

THE | NTERPRETER:  Your Honours, can the counsel take the
nanes agai n?

MR CAMMEGH: |'mnot sure |'m pronouncing this

if it's Goele or Bele, Baona Waterside, Yibema and Kumalo --

A Are you tal ki ng about Yi bema?

Q | believe so. Were those the chief crossing points, the
mai n crossi ng points?

A Yes.

SCSL - TRI AL CHAMBER |
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Q Okay. | think in return for the itens that they

traded, did the civilians bring back, for exanple, rice, salt

Maggi ; do you agree?

A Yes, that used to happen.

Q Wyul d you agree that throughout Kailahun, particularly
between '96 and '99, civilians worked hand-in-hand with Gb

sol di ers when necessary?

A Very wel | .
Q To inprove the civilians' living conditions?
A Yes. In the place where people used to sell palmoil,

i magi ne that there was no problemthere
Q Were civilian workers paid for the work that they did
during the war?

A You will send sonebody, your colleague, civilian, you

beg him he will work for you

Q Is this right: That civilians were generally given food

exchange for work?
A Sonetimes, sone anount of salt that we would give to
sonebody, that person would be able to go and work for you

Q And did the Gb often take the responsibility for
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food for the civilians who'd been worki ng?

A
Q
A

Q

No.
Who divi ded the food?
The civilians who were working used to divide the food.

Okay. But was this right: That fromtinme to tinme

sol diers, whether they are regul ar conbatants or Gbs, would

sometines bring back food fromthe war front, such as

for exanpl e?

A

Yes.

SCSL - TRIAL CHAMBER |
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Q You nentioned agriculture earlier on; is it correct that

the agricultural unit distributed seedlings anongst the

whenever it was possible to do so?

A Yes, that used to happen very well.

Q Was AA Vandi the head of the agricultural unit at that
time?

A Yes.

Q I think Sal eem was he head of the business section of

agricultural unit?
A Yes.

Q M Wtness, is there any truth in the suggestion that

time to tinme chiefs, civilian, conmanders, et cetera, would be

summoned to Kail ahun Town to receive orders from RUF

as to how food fromtheir farns should be distributed; did

ever happen?
A No.

Q Did the RUF ever do anything to obstruct the

of , for exanple, Manba or Bondu cerenonies in Kail ahun

A That did not happen. Even they thenselves, their own
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children were initiated. Wen the tinme for that initiation

they woul d put aside their guns and all of us would

in that initiation.

Q Yes. In fact, what |'m suggesting is that the RUF did
everything they could to encourage and facilitate such
cerenoni es; woul d you agree?

A Very well indeed, yes. W used to dance. W used to

glorify their names in our singing and they used to glorify

nanes in their own songs. They used to give us noney whil st

wer e danci ng.
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Q Were nost of the RUF soldiers who you nmet in Kail ahun

District during the war directly related to civilians in

vill ages?
A Yes.
Q M Wtness, can you just help ne with this: D d you

any know edge of the S4 section?
A I've not understood that question
Q I was just asking you if you had any know edge of an RUF

section referred to as S4 that was involved in food

did you ever becone aware of thenf
A I knew that very well

Q kay. Whuld you like to explain what you understood

role to be?

A Yes.

Q Pl ease do

A Li ke the farmwe cultivated at Senmbehun?

Q Yes. What job did the S4 have, if you can -- if you

then pl ease expl ai n?

A For exanple, | knew later that they were the ones who

to give food to soldiers
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Q Ckay.
A They woul d have food in their stores.
Q According to your know edge of the goings on in Kailahun
District, was there ever a tinme --

THE | NTERPRETER:  Your Honours, can the counsel take the
question again slowy?

MR CAMMEGH:
Q Ckay, sorry. \WAs there ever a tine, to your know edge,

when food or harvest would be gathered up and delivered to

SCSL - TRIAL CHAMBER |
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Augusti ne Gbhao?
A | did not hear that and | did not see it.

Q In your position, M Wtness, if that had been

do you expect you woul d have known about it?

A I woul d have known it very well.
Q kay. | want to nake a suggestion to you as to what
M Gbhao's job actually was in connection with food. |f you

help ne with this, fine; if you don't know, then please say

What |'m suggesting is this: |s that one of Augustine Ghao's
responsibilities during the height of the war was to maintain

records or inventories of foodstuffs contributed by civilians

the soldiers; would you agree with that?
A | don't know that.

Q Okay. Do you agree with this as a proposition, and

I don't want you to specul ate, but perhaps you can hel p.

Kai |l ahun District was at war and food was hard to cone by; do

agree?

A Yes, food was hard to come by. There was a tine there

a shortage of food.
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Q So woul d you agree that the fair and efficient

of food, not only anongst the soldiers but al so anongst the
civilians, was of paranount inportance; would you agree?
A Yes.
Q And woul d you agree that, therefore, it was inportant to
ensure the security of that food? For exanple, to prevent its
unfair distribution or even its theft; would you agree?
A Yes.

MR CAMMEGH. Excuse ne one nonent, Your Honours. Excuse

me, I'msorry. |I'mterribly sorry. Wuld Your Honour assist

SCSL - TRI AL CHAMBER |
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by just rem nding me what the |ast question and answer was?

| ost my track.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes. You were asking the witness in

terns of security on the necessity of food and the necessity

the food to be secure, you know, to be secure fromtheft or

an unfair distribution. That is where you stopped.
MR CAMMEGH: |'mgrateful.

Q Woul d you agree with this proposition, M Wtness, that

citizens and the soldiers in Kailahun District were, during

war, united against the eneny in a general war effort; would

agree?
A Yes.
Q Food was scarce, but, to your know edge, from your

position, were you aware of anybody starving to death in

District during that tine?
A That happened nany tines.
Q Were you aware of anybody --
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: What happened nmany tines, that people
woul d di e of starvation?

MR CAMVEGH. Yes.
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THE WTNESS: At that tine there was scarcity of food.
There was no food. The elderly people were starved to death.

JUDGE BOQUTET: What period of tine are you tal king about

her e?
MR CAMVEGH:
Q Duri ng what period, M Wtness, can you be clear?
A Well, at that tinme, the heaviest -- at the tine of the

heavi est retreat, because the way he has asked ne, that is the

way |'mgoing to answer. There was scarcity of food. You
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go and search for food and bring it. Wen the food was

there were gates, but the soldiers used to acconpany you to

bush to search for food. Sonetinmes they would go and organi se

anbush two or three days before you could go. Wen you

the food, all of you, your nanes were on a list. They wll

all the food together. \When your nane is called, if your nane

Boke, they will put it on the ground. They would divide it

three parts. They will ask you to take your own choice; then

will choose. You will take two parts of it, then they would

the remaining one. Then all of you will disperse because at

time you cannot go anywhere w thout neeting a soldier or a

Kamaj or, because ULIMOs used to attack, for exanple, three

per day. That was the way it happened.

Q Thank you, M Wtness. |It's been suggested in this

that some people starved to death as a direct result of being
forced to work by the RUF;, what do you have to say about that?
A I would Iike to say that that person is a liar.

Q Can | just, and | hope to be finished within 15 ninutes,



19 can | ask about nedical care in Kailahun District at that
tinme.

10: 50: 36 20 There is a large hospital in Kailahun Town, M Wtness. |
t hi nk

21 it's right that that was built sonme tine before the war; do
you
22 agree?
23 A Yes.
24 Q It is, infact, quite a large hospital, isn't it?
10: 51: 08 25 A Yes.
26 Q Was that hospital operating as such during the war?
27 A No.
28 Q What was the reason for that; do you know?
) 29 A There was not hing there and everything was destroyed
there.
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1 Q kay. Did the RUF do their best to provide nedica
care,

2 despite the fact that that hospital had been destroyed? |'m
3 sorry, he didn't say it had been destroyed, despite there was
4 not hi ng there. Your Honours get the point, | hope. |'mnot

10:51:51 5 trying to take a di shonest point.

6 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: He said there was nothing there
because
7 everyt hi ng had been destroyed.
8 MR CAMMEGH. Ch, he did say that.
9 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes, he did
10: 52: 01 10 THE W TNESS: There was nothing there
11 MR CAMVEGH
_ 12 Q Ckay. Did the RUF do their best, nevertheless, to
assi st
13 civilians in nedical care?
14 A Very well. Very well.
10: 52:19 15 Q I think you've been asked this question already: D d
you
16 hear of Dr Fabai ?
17 A Very wel | .
18 Q Did you hear of Dr Kul ag Vanda?
19 A Very wel | .
10: 52: 39 20 Q Briefly, M Wtness, please, can you explain to your

21 know edge how the RUF attenpted to naintain nmedical care in
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Kai | ahun District during the war?

A Well, there was a time M |Issa Sesay called those

He made an arrangenent with them so that there would be a

hospital. The very one | knew about was the one in G ena.

built it in a bush. | cannot tell you now how he managed to
furnish it with nedicine, but he called all the civilians
together with soldiers and said, "Look at the nmedicine. W've

put the medicine there. It is better for everybody to be
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to the hospital.” Please, he was asking everybody, and dance

everywhere in the bush. People used to go to that hospital

Even wounded soldiers were there as well. They asked us to

beds for themin that place so that the wounded sol diers woul d

admtted on them That did happen
Q Thank you, M Wtness. |s this true: That one of the
obj ectives of the RUF was this: That nedication is not a

privilege for the wealthy, but the right of every Sierra

PRESI DING JUDGE: Did they get -- take an ideol ogica
pl at f or n®?
MR CAMMEGH.  Your Honour, I'msinmply asking --

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: W've renained within the precincts,

know, of the medicines being provided free of charge or so?
MR CAMMEGH. It's probably ny fault, Your Honour

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: It's [overl appi ng speakers]

MR CAMMEGH. Can | ask the question in a nore clear way.

Q Did you ever hear it announced by the RUF that, "One of

obj ectives, one of our political objectives,"” if you like

and |'mquoting, "Medication is not a privilege for the
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but the right of every Sierra Leonean.” Did you ever hear

sai d?
A Yes, that medication was for everybody.
Q I will leave that issue there. Was, to your know edge,

of the main political objectives of the RUF to provide schools

free of charge anongst Kailahun District?

A Yes.
Q Is there anything you can tell us about that?
A Well, 1I'mexplaining about the tinme when | was in

at the time of the opening of the school, when they opened the
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school the headmaster was Kylie. Pupils were in that schoo

to 200. Even nyself, nmy children were there up to four. One

thing we were very happy about the school, when they perforned

concert, for the first tinme | ever cried. | thought of our

days. There M Issa sent one football there. They used to

that ball in the evening. That was the way the schoo
was going on. Even up till now | have sone of the results.
Q | asked you the other day a question about -- well, |

you whet her Augusti ne Ghao was ever the head commander in

Kai | ahun Town and you said to your know edge no. Can | ask

about two other individuals now Did you becone aware, sone

after 1997, that the area -- the RUF area conmander of

District was a man call ed Denis Lansana, based in Pendenbu?
A I know Denis Lansana. He was based at Pendenbu.
Q Thank you. And secondly this: Wre you aware that his

deputy, the deputy area commander, was a man cal |l ed Vand

A No.

JUDGE BQUTET: M Cammegh, |'mnot sure he answered your
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first question. Maybe you're satisfied with the answer. You

asked himif he knew of Lansana and was aware of his position

all. He said that he is aware that he was based i n Pendenbu.
MR CAMMEGH: | agree, Your Honour, he didn't cover the
posi tion.

JUDGE BOUTET: And then you asked for a deputy, so it is
causi ng me some confusion now.

MR CAMMEGH: O cour se.
Q Can | just get you to -- can we go back to Denis Lansana
because his Honour is absolutely right. W didn't conpletely

cover the question. | asked you if you knew whet her Denis
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Lansana was an RUF area commander based in Pendenbu. You told

that you knew Deni s Lansana, you knew that he was in Pendenbu.
Did you know that he was an RUF area conmander at the tine?

A That is what |'m confused about. | didn't know whet her

was t he one.

Q Ckay.
A Whet her he was an area conmmander.
Q Al right. And the next question was about a man call ed

Vandi Kosia. Did you ever know of a nman called Vandi Kosia

I'' m suggesting was Lansana's deputy?
A That one | did not know very nmuch, that particul ar one.

Q Fair enough. M Wtness, did, to your know edge, M

ever carry a gun?
A I did not see himw th gun.

Q And just to give us an idea, please, how frequently did

see M Goao during the war, let's say from 1996 to the end of

1998?

A | used to see himfrom 1998 to 1999.
Q Where was that?

A | used to see himin G enm.

Q kay.
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A | used to see him at

the riverside.

Q How of ten woul d you see hin?

A Sonetimes | will see

himat the riverside.

Sonetines |

woul d see hi mwhere the people used to drink pal mw ne.

Q Dd M CGhao ever have a farmin Gem, to your
A No.
Q Now, finally, and | hope to do this quite briefly, and

t here was anot her w tness,

SCSL -

Your Honours, TF1-108.
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I"ve just got a few nore questions for you; I'Il try to be as

quick as | can. To your know edge was Augusti ne Cbao ever a

commander ?
A No.

Q Thank you. 1In 1996 were you aware of M Ghao ever

civilian commanders to go to Kailahun Town to di scuss the

of subscriptions?

A No.

Q To your know edge, M Wtness, did Augustine Gbhao ever
order civilians to carry loads on their heads fromGena to
Kai | ahun Town?

A No.

Q Again, to the best of your know edge, did Augustine Gbhao
ever order farns to be cultivated?

A No.

Q To the best of your know edge did the RUF ever stea

fromthose who were farmng for thensel ves?
A No.

Q Again, to the best of your understanding of the RUF

if I can use that word, what woul d you have expected to happen
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any sol di er who was apprehended stealing food froma civilian?

A If that kind of person was caught, then we would report

the G5, and he would report to the office that this is what

happened. But that did not happen for me to see.

Q kay. Did you ever hear of Aruna Fatoma being put in a
cell -- let nme start again. | think you' ve told us that you
Aruna Fatoma very well; correct?

A Yes.

Q kay. Did he ever tell you about an occasi on when he
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put in a cell in the MP office in Kailahun Town?

A Not a day did he tell me that.

Q Did he ever tell you about an occasi on when his sibling,

assunme his brother, but | use the word "his sibling," was shot

after he becane tired carrying a | oad from Kai |l ahun Town

| believe, Gemn? Did he ever tell you that?
A No.
Q M Wtness, did you ever hear about this story: Four

peopl e, four civilians, being caught by the RUF trying to

to Guinea at Mafindor, in either '98 or '99, who were

by RUF, brought back to the Kailahun Town court barri and shot

the presence of Augustine Gbhao, Martin CGeorge, Sam Koroma and

Sandy. Did you ever hear about that?
A No.
Q And in your position at the time, '98, or '99, is that

event sonething you woul d have heard about if it had really

pl ace?

A I would hear about it very well. Well, | amalittle

confused. 1998, going to 1999, everybody was free. \Wherever
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wanted to go you would go. That's the type of questions

aski ng me?

Q It's probably fair to you that |I explain, M Wtness.

sinply asking you to conment on sonething that sonmebody el se

suggested to this Court on a prior occasion. Rem nd us,

how far were you living from Kail ahun Town in '98 and '99?

many mles away?

A From Senbehun to Gema it's a mle-and-a-half. From

to Kail ahun, seven m |l es.

Q Okay. Sorry to junp back to the issue of trading again;
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are alnost finished. 1'mgoing to suggest a system of trading

you and I'd like you to coment as to whether or not you think
this is accurate. The system | suggest, is this: That there

was an organi sation in place whereby civilians, who'd produced

harvest, would pass the harvest to paranount chiefs, or

commander s, who woul d then pass those goods to the AU -- |'m

sorry, who woul d pass those goods to the S4 -- who in turn

pass the goods to the AU, who would barter themin bulk at the
Qui nea border, then bringing the bartered goods back to the $4
who woul d organise their distribution; does that system seem
famliar to you?

A No. The first thing is nobody would take rice to the
Qui nea waterside. They wouldn't buy it. They would buy rice
fromthere and bring it, but to take rice to Quinea waterside,
that did not happen.

Q First of all, |I'msuggesting that what they would

take to the waterside would be palmoil or cacao. |'m not
suggesting they took rice.

A We used to take palmoil, cacao, coffee, kola nut.

Q | accept that. However, it's the systemthat |I'm nore

interested in. If |'ve got it wong, perhaps, M Wtness, you
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would like to tell me if there was a systemthat you were

of and how that organi sed system worked?

A VWhen we were preparing to take itens to the waterside,

woul d obtain a pass fromthe G. Then we would take the

and when we took themwe would sell them Then we woul d buy
salt, Maggi, and tongoni and cigarette and shoes. W were not

taking rice fromthe waterside. W wouldn't take rice from

to the waterside, but there were tinmes M Issa would provide
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1 money that woul d be taken to the waterside and we would buy a
| ot

2 of rice and we would bring it.

3 Q Thank you. If Aruna Fatoma's wife had been raped, is
t hat

4 sonet hi ng you woul d expect to have heard about from Aruna
Fat oma?

11:15:16 5 A | did not hear that; | did not see it.

6 Q kay. | think you've already told us that you never
heard

7 about a nmenber of his fanily being killed, haven't you?

8 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: The question is: |If Aruna Fatoma's
wife

9 was raped, would he have told the witness about it? That's
t he

11:15:42 10 question. Can he limt hinself to that question, please.

11 MR CAMMEGH: Yes.

12 Q That was the question, M Wtness. |f Aruna Fatonmm's
wife

13 had been raped, woul d you expect Aruna Fatorma to have told
you?

14 A Probably he would have told ne, but it did not happen

11:15:59 15 Q Ckay.

16 A And | did not hear about it.

17 Q And just so there's no confusion, if his wi fe had been

18 killed, is that sonmething you expect he would have told you?

19 A Yes, but it did not happen
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Q D d anybody ever say to you -- did anybody ever tell you
that his wife had either been raped or later killed?

A That did not happen.

Q Thank you. | just want to follow up a couple of matters
that you raised the other day, and then we can finish

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Don't worry, M Camegh, you know

on, keep on goi ng.
MR CAMMEGH. Two issues left. Very brief.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: You don't need to. W are far beyond

the tinme [indiscernible] your case. No problem about that.
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Page 30

want

to

11:17: 40

11:18: 07
to

for

be

11:18: 14

to

11: 18: 26
recal |

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

SESAY ET AL

18 OCTCBER 2007 OPEN SESSI ON

Continue. You keep rem nding us and you are continuing. W

to see when you are finally finished
MR CAMVECH

Q You told the Court the other day that your son was sent

a base in Baima in 1995 for advanced training; do you renenber
t hat ?

THE | NTERPRETER: Can | earned counsel take the question
agai n?

VR CAMVEGH

Q You told us the other day that in 1995 your son was sent

the Bai ma base for advanced training; do you renenber?

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Did he say for advanced training or

training sinpliciter? Did he say just training --

MR CAMMEGH: It may just have been training. That may

my mstake. M Jordash is nodding, yes.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Unless he was trai ned before, for him

now go for advanced training. | don't imagine he was, but --
fromthe evidence as we heard it on that day.
MR CAMVEGH

Q Let's just put it sinply then, M Wtness. Do you
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telling the Court the other day that your son was sent to

base in 1995?
A It's not ny son that | sent to the base. M son and a

sol dier quarrelled, then he went to the base. They took him -

they caught himand took himto the base. Then | told Issa --

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: W heard that story, but, later on

did you say happened to that child after Issa had intervened

the child was rel eased?

THE W TNESS: He, hinself, went to the base.

SCSL - TRI AL CHAMBER |
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PRESI DI NG JUDGE: He still went back to the base, isn't

THE W TNESS: Yes.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Were you the one who sent himto the
base? No?

THE WTNESS: Well, nobody forcefully took himthere.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: You said you were not the one who sent
himto the base

THE WTNESS: No

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: He went on his own.

THE WTNESS: He went hinself, by his owmn. | did not
himthere. | explained that.

MR CAMVEGH
Q Al I want to suggest to you is this: |Is that there was

argunent which related to the fact that your son had been

i npersonating a soldier; is that true?

A Yes, that was the cause of the quarrel, that he
a sol dier.
Q And | think -- was he sent to Bai na base as a puni shnent

do advanced training; is that correct?

A No.
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Q Al right. Well, is this the case: That inpersonation

i npersonating a soldier was, in fact, a crime within the RUF
during the war?
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Put it to him-- M Canmegh, ask him

whet her his child ever inpersonated. The witness is saying

he had a quarrel with a soldier and that was why he was

Let himtell us whether he was detai ned because he

as a soldier.

MR CAMVEGH:

SCSL - TRI AL CHAMBER |
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Q Is it right, M Wtness, that he was detai ned because he
i npersonated a soldier?

A He did not say he was a soldier. He quarrelled with a
soldier. They said he has challenged a soldier

Q kay. | need to finally to ask you about Pendenbu.

right, isn't it, that Pendenbu, in 1996, was a frontline town?
A Yes.

Q And as such, it's right, isn't it, that civilians were

allowed within a reasonabl e di stance of Pendenbu because it

frontline town; do you agree?
A Yes.
Q And if civilians did trespass too close to a frontline

town, was it the nornmal duty of conbatants, or the normal duty

conbatants to round them up and take them back to within

District?
A They did not go that way, the civilians.
Q Vell, would you agree with ne that RUF conbatants woul d

round up or capture, if you like, civilians who were straying

close to frontline towns?

A There was a | aw t hat wherever rebels were and civilians,
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there was a di stance between them

Q Ri ght .
A You woul dn't go that way if nobody took you there.
Q But if civilians got too close to the rebels, or to the

frontline towns, do you agree with me that they would be

and taken back inside Kailahun District by RUF for their own
saf ety?
A Well, 1 did not know whether they were going there. |

didn't know that. They would capture people at the front line
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and bring them-- and hand them over to the town chief. But

say people went there, | did not hear that.

Q You told ne just now that there was a di stance between
civilians and rebels at the front line; yes?

A Yes. Yes.

Q Wiy was it inportant for Kailahun citizens to be distant
fromthe rebel soldiers at the front? Wy was that inportant?
A For safety.

Q kay. In fact, was one -- if you don't know the answer

this, please tell us, but was one of the duties of the IDU to

ensure that civilians didn't get too close to the rebels at

front Iine?
A Very well, indeed.
Q Right. And, in fact, was -- this is ny |last question --

was one of the senior nmen anongst the IDU in the Pendenbu area

man call ed Francis Miusa?

A He was an | DU commander .

Q Was he in Pendenbu at that tine?

A Yes.

Q Right. 1 don't think you ve entirely answered ny

| just want to be sure. Was one of his duties to ensure that
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civilians didn't get --

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: That is another -- that is another
question in addition to the first one.

MR CAMVEGH: Well, no, Your Honour. Wth respect --

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: You can ask it, you can ask it -- no,

no, no. W don't really need to get into an argunent. You

that it is another question. It's not the last. You can

continue. We will give you the latitude to. You can ask him
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quest i on.

MR CAMVEGH
Q What | asked you, M Wtness, was: Ws Francis Misa --

one of the duties of Francis Miusa to ensure that the civilians
didn't get too close to the front |ine?
A Very well. That was his work.

MR CAMMEGH. Since your Honours are offering ne

can | just ask --

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes, you can proceed. You can

MR CAMVEGH
Q M Wtness, have you net anybody in the Gbao Defence
bef ore?
A M Gbhao? Hi s |awers?

Yes.

No.

o > O

Thank you. That's all.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes, M Fynn. | know we have just

mnutes to break tine, but you may start w th your

MR FYNN: Thank you very nmuch, My Lord.

CROSS- EXAM NED BY MR FYNN:
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Q M Wtness, | will now ask you sone questions and if you

woul d, like you' ve been doing thus far, answer slowy and try

be as precise as the question is.
A Ckay.
Q Now, you did say the war came to your village where you

were in 1991; am| correct?

A Yes.
Q And you said that the G os cane to your village?
A Yes.

SCSL - TRIAL CHAMBER |



SESAY ET AL

Page 35
18 OCTOBER 2007 OPEN SESSI ON
1 Q Wuld | also be correct that the Gos cane into Sierra
2 Leone together with Sierra Leoneans?
3 A Yes.
4 Q And that these G os and those Sierra Leoneans were, in

11:29:56 5 fact, part of the same group?

6 A That question that you've asked ne, if G os and
7 Si erra Leoneans cane together to this country, | have not
8 understood. W saw Gos. At that time | had not seen
9 Si erra Leoneans where we were caught.
11:30: 28 10 Q So you did not see any Sierra Leoneans with the Gos; is

11 that what you're saying?

12 A When they cane initially?
13 Q Yes.
14 A Yes.
11: 30: 41 15 Q How | ong after the G os had cone did you see
16 Sierra Leoneans with then
17 A It was up to three -- it was after three to four nonths.
18 Q It was after three to four months. Did you get the
19 i npression, after you saw Sierra Leoneans with the G os, that
t he
11:31:13 20 G os and the Sierra Leoneans were, in fact, in the same group?
21 A At that time | didn't know. | only saw one person. |

22 didn't know whet her they cane together.

23 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Did he say they cane after about four
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months, three or four nonths? Let's get that clear. The
Sierra Leoneans cane after about three or four npnths,
M Wtness?

THE WTNESS: | said, when we saw the G os, three or

months afterwards | saw one Sierra Leonean at that tine.

MR FYNN:
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Q Is it your evidence that it was only that single Sierra

Leonean who was with the G o0s?

A He al one was the one | saw when they cane at that tine.
Q Did you at that tine know about the group, the RUF?
A No. At that tine the war has caught us. W did not

what the RUF was.
Q Woul d you agree with ne that you conplained to M Sankoh

about the conduct of the G os because you knew that they were

part of his group?
A Yes. | reported to him

Q And you reported to himand not to anybody el se because

knew that the Gos were, in fact, part of his group?
A Yes.

Q And would | be correct to say that you reported to him

t han once?

A Yes.

Q And | would also be correct that it was after several of
such reports that M Sankoh promi sed you and the other |eaders
that he would do sonething about the G os; am| correct?

A Yes.

Q M Wtness, you' ve told us what your position was. Aml
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correct that it was the RUF who gave you that position?

A They started, but they were not the ones who ended it.
Q When you say "they were not the ones who ended it," what
you nean?

A They gave ne that position. Later, they told M Sankoh

when they said, "Watever you re doing, this is not the tine.

That position that they've given you, this is not the tine."

that tinme we did not even know what commander was. It was
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that he said, "That position which you had been tal ki ng about,

return to the people and discuss it." But we did not know --

of us didn't know at that time. Later we were called up. It

M Tengbeh who called us. Then two people stood. Then they

that position to one man. Then M Sankoh prepared a docunent

gave it, but there was no appointnent on the docunent. He

"You people are not chiefs." He said, "After the war there
be proper organisation."” That was how t hat happened.
Q Now, M Wtness, would | not be correct to say that had

RUF not approved that you assume the position you assumed, you
woul d not have had that position?

A Not in the |east.

Q And would it also be true that all the people in your

position had to be approved of by the RUF?

A Yes.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: We will stop there. Well, |earned
counsel, we will recess for the tea break. The Court wll
pl ease.

[Break taken at 11.35 a.m]
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[ RUF180CTO7B - MD]
[ Upon resum ng at 12.15 p. m]
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes, Fynn
MR FYNN: Thank you, My Lord.
Q M Wtness, you have agreed with me that persons in your

position would ordinarily have had to be approved of by the

A Yes.

Q You'd al so agree that your position was an inportant one
t he RUF?

A Yes.
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Q And that because you occupi ed that position, you were

big man in your chiefdom a person of influence?
A Yes.

Q You woul d al so agree that because you were in that

you enjoyed certain privileges fromthe RUF?
A They didn't do -- extend all privileges to ne.

Q They didn't extend all privileges to you, but you

privil eges which were not extended necessarily to everybody?
A No.

Q You will agree with me that you were protected from
harassnment by RUF fighters?

A That did not happen. The Gos were really tornenting

there was probl em

Q M Wtness, we are not necessarily speaki ng about the

period here. | am asking you about the nature of your

and the fruits of that office throughout the period when you
served in that position. |'msuggesting to you that you were
protected from harassnment by RUF fighters?

A They were protecting everybody. Everybody. They were

di scrim nating.
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Q Did you -- | believe you testified that you were given a
card when you were appointed to your position; correct?
A Yes.
Q Wul d you agree that that card gave you access to pl aces
whi ch ordinary civilians would not have gone to?
A That did not happen.
Q Now, in your position, it was part of --
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: "That did not happen," what does that

mean? Wat does that nean?
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MR FYNN:

Q Now, when you said, "That did not happen"

A Wherever | went, civilians too could go there.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes, that's clearer

MR FYNN:
Q Was it part of your duty, in your position, to assist in
ensuring that civilians made contributions of food to the RUF?
A No.
Q But it is correct that civilians did, in fact, nake
contributions to feed the RUF?
A That happened in '91.
Q When you say, "That happened in '91," are you suggesting

that after '91 civilians did not nake contributions to feed

RUF?

A Not in the least. There was a | aw that nobody shoul d
sol diers

Q Did civilians, however, make contributions to feed

commanders, master farners and other RUF personnel, not
necessarily sol diers?

A That did not happen.

Q Is it your evidence, then, that, in fact, civilians were

not making any food contributions towards the RUF at all?
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A After we got that docunment, that did not happen

Q After you got what docunent?

A When M Sankoh sai d never should feeding a soldier be
anyone's responsibility; the document is there.

Q Is it then your evidence that -- are you suggesting that

you were contributing up to a point and then you stopped; that

civilians, | mean?
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A Yes.
Wul d you recall when you stopped contributing?

I"mthinking about '91 up to '92, towards the end or

Q M Wtness, | would suggest to you that throughout the

period civilians were contributing food to the RUF?

A That did not happen. It reached a point where it

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: You have limted the tinme when it

stopped. You said it happened only between 1991 up to the end

1992; that is your evidence.
THE WTNESS: It stopped at that tine. Apart fromthat

time, up to the end, no civilian contributed food for

MR FYNN:
But did you continue to contribute to feed the council ?
Never did that happen

Q M Wtness, | will suggest to you that civilians did

contributions towards feeding councillors, chiefdom conmranders
and town not hers?
A I"'mtelling you that never did that happen.

MR FYNN: Wth your |leave, My Lord, | would wish to draw

the Court's attention, and the witness's attention, to Court



one

t he

12: 31: 27

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

Managenment Exhi bit 246.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Was that one -- that nmust have been

of the exhibits that was tendered by M Jordash?

MR FYNN: That's correct, My Lord.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes. That would be on page what of
the --

MR FYNN: It would be page 30771 is the cover page, My
Lord.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: 30771. Has the exhibit been shown to
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W t ness?

MR GECRGE: Yes, Your Honour.

THE WTNESS: |'ve received the exhibit.
MR FYNN:
Q M Wtness, if you would kindly | ook at that exhibit

you tendered, and if you would just read the subject |ine?
A |"ve seen it.
Q You would wi sh to agree with nme that, in fact,
contributions were demanded fromcivilians to feed the
counci |l l ors, chiefdom comanders and town not hers?
A It did not happen. | can explain sonething to you about
t hi s docunent.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes, explain.

THE WTNESS: The councillors net in a neeting, and they

said it was proper for us to be feeding them because they

there to advocate for us in the council. Wen they returned

after the meeting, they said it to the chiefs and assenbl ed

town, and they told us about it. And we told themthere and

that there was no way that could happen. That they were there

speak on our behalf, and | think in Kailahun District, the
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of Kailahun District, all those who've gone to the council, no

one of them would say that we gave hima cup of rice. They

it, but it did not happen.
MR FYNN:

Q Now, M Wtness, we would suggest to you that, in fact,

conplied with the instructions in that exhibit, and you nmade
contributions to feeding the council and the other people
mentioned. What is your comment?

A That did not happen; that's what | can tell you. That

SCSL - TRI AL CHAMBER |
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did not happen.
Q Was it part of your duty, in your position, to identify
civilians to work on the RUF farns?

A RUF farns, | know about one RUF farm The other farns

owned by the townspeople. They thenselves organised to

their farns.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: M Fynn, put the question to the

again. He's diverting.
MR FYNN: Yes, My Lord.

Q Now, the question was whether it was part of your job,

your position you held, to identify people to work on the RUF
farns?
A That's what | said. | said no. There was only one RUF

farmthat we told people to work on. The other farms were

by townspeople. Then we used to call it ordinary farns.
Townspeopl e.

Q Okay, M Wtness. |If we could concentrate at this point

the RUF farnms, not the ordinary farnms. You have said you knew
about one RUF farm am|1 correct?

A Yes, that happened and | know about it.
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Q And nmy question to you was: Wether, in fact, you had a
duty to help get people to work on those farms, on that farm

because you only knew about one?

A That was ny job. | did it once.

Q Now, this RUF farm which you say you only knew about,
was it?

A It was in Sermbehun.

Q In Senbehun. And you say it was -- you agree with ne

it was your job to help get people to work on the farm but

SCSL - TRI AL CHAMBER |
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you are saying you only did that job once?

A Concerning that farnf
Q Yes, and getting people to go and work on it.
A I was not taking people to go and work there.

the people. That was the way everybody knew. The Gbs who

bring people. They would go and work on that day.
Q Now, the Gb --

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: You consul ted who?

THE W TNESS: The Gbs.

MR FYNN:

Q Wuld | be correct to say that the people who were

by the G6 to work on the farmcould not refuse to work?

A They could not refuse; they were happy. They were very
happy.
Q Let me make nyself clear: |If they'd preferred not to

on the farm they would be forced to work; am1 correct?
A No, that did not happen. | would like to explain to you
that --

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: No, wait. Let's get you right first.

they refused to work nothing ever happened to them but you
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added that they never refused to work.

happened to them

were going to do it happily.

Q

THE W TNESS: Even if

MR FYNN:

they had refused, nothing would

Before the farming, we all accepted that we

And we used to eat there

Is it correct that certain RUF commanders had farns of

their own?

A

Q

Yes, that happened.

And you have also testified that M Sesay had a farnf

SCSL -
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A Yes.
Q Wuld it be correct that, in fact, he had two farns; he

swanp farm and anot her farnf
A Yes.

Q And you would agree with nme that civilians worked on

of these farns?

A Yes.

Q I would also be correct if | suggested that M Sesay did
not pay the civilians who worked on these farns?

A He did not pay them he used to send them Happily.

were very happy.

Q M Sesay had arnmed bodyguards; am | correct?
A They had guns.
Q And apart from his bodyguards, there were other fighters

the area who were under his control; am| correct?

A Except for soldiers, but others, | cannot tell because

was in charge of the soldiers.
JUDGE BOQUTET: Can you ask the witness to clarify that?
MR FYNN:

Q When you say "soldiers," would | be correct to assune
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you nmean RUF sol diers or fighters?

A

Q

ar ned

Yes.

Now armed nen - -

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: What was your question?

MR FYNN: M question, My Lord, was that apart fromhis
bodyguards whom the wi tness has agreed M Sesay had --
PRESI DI NG JUDGE:  Yes.

MR FYNN: -- ny question was that M Sesay al so had in

same locality armed nmen, fighters, RUF fighters, who were al so

SCSL - TRI AL CHAMBER |
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under his control

JUDGE BOUTET: W didn't hear the answer to that. O at
| east he did not appear to be answering your question

MR FYNN: | will put it again to the witness.
Q Now, you have said that M Sesay had arned bodyguards.

Now, apart fromthe armed bodyguards, would | be correct to

that there were also other arned nen, RUF nen, who were in

area under M Sesay's control ?
A M Sesay had bodyguards. Al the soldiers used to go to

hi m and went -- and go back. To say that the soldiers were

me? No, | did not see that, but all the soldiers were under

control
PRESIDING JUDGE: |Is he -- let's get it clear: 1Is he

saying that, in addition to the armed bodyguards, that M

al so had other soldiers under his control?
THE W TNESS: There was no sol di er under M Sesay's
control, neaning that they were for him W only knew that he

was the commander of all the soldiers. Wenever you paid a

to him you would neet himtogether with all his bodyguards at

hore.



21 MR FYNN:

22 Q So your evidence is that M Sesay was the comrander in
t he
23 area, am| correct?
24 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: O all the soldiers?
12:47:37 25 MR FYNN: Yes, My Lord, | was going to add that.
26 PRESI DI NG JUDGE:  Yes.
27 MR FYNN:
28 Q He was the conmander of all the soldiers in the area?
29 A He was the area conmander.
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Q Now, you would agree with ne that in those circunstances

woul d be difficult for anybody to di sobey M Sesay?

A No.

Q Were there arned men on M Sesay's farns?

A No.

Q I woul d suggest to you, M Wtness, that arnmed nen did

to M Sesay's farns?
A As for nme, | did not hear that. Nor did | see it.

Q Woul d you agree that the other commanders, who had

al so had civilians working on those farms? You said other
commanders had farns; would you agree that they al so had
civilians working on those farns?

A The commanders who had those farnms, they used to send
civilians. |If they ever accepted, then they would do the farm

work, but it doesn't nean that they were living with him at

but he used to send them |If they accepted it, they would do

THE | NTERPRETER:  Your Honours, can the witness take the
last bit of his statenment?

MR FYNN: | apol ogise My Lord, | thought the w tness was
going to repeat his | ast statenent.

Q Now, you said that other commanders had --
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MR JORDASH. Sorry to interject, but | don't think the
wi t ness knows that he's expected to repeat the answer unti
soneone tells him W get the nessage in English, but the
wi tness hasn't had the nmessage, so soneone has to say to him

"Pl ease, can you repeat the last part of your answer," as per

translator's request.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: M Fynn, can you ask your witness. In

these circunstances he is your wtness.
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MR FYNN:  Yes, My Lord. | thank My Lord for that

gui dance. | thought the wi tness had.

Q Now, ny question was that, in fact, you had testified

ot her commanders had farnms, and | wanted to know if civilians
wor ked on those farns just as they did on M Sesay's farnf
A They used to go to that farm but they were not on the

farm That's what |'msaying, that the civilians were on that

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: But nobody asked you whet her they were

the farm They used to go there to work. That's the

Put it to him again.
MR FYNN:

Q Did they work on the farm the civilians? They worked

all the farns --

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: There is no suggestion they were

in the farm

THE W TNESS: Ckay. Okay. People used to go to that

to work.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: And he added that it is only if they

accepted to work that they went there. Those civilians who
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there, went there only if they accepted.

THE W TNESS:  Yes.

MR FYNN:
Q And you woul d agree with me that they were not paid
A No. Sonetinmes they would do sone, just gestures to them

Mende custom They would give them palmwi ne to drink there,

they woul d dance a very heavy dance in that farm
Q Now, the produce fromthose farns were all for the

commanders; would | be correct? The produce fromM Sesay's

was for M Sesay and the sanme with the other commanders; woul d

SCSL - TRI AL CHAMBER |
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1 be correct?
2 A Yes.
3 Q Wuld it also be true that the produce fromconmunity
_ 4 farms, you testified there were community farns as well, would
It
12:53:55 5 be true that the produce fromthose farns were also for the
RUF?
6 A They did not give it to the RUF.
7 Q Now, M Wtness, you testified that there was a free
poor
8 primary school in the Senmbehun area; am | correct?
9 A Yes.
12:54: 53 10 Q You said your children attended the school; am|
correct?
11 A Yes.
12 Q M Wtness, how many children do you have?
13 A Now?
14 Q Well, then.
12:55:14 15 A Four .
16 Q Wuld | be correct that all your children were attending
17 the free poor primary school ?
18 A Yes.
19 Q If I may, how old were your children?
12:55:45 20 A Well, sone of themwere young. Except | take the
farm ng

21 calendar to estimate their age. Al of themwere in dass 1.
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Q

And it was one of those children that had the

confrontation, the challenge, with the soldier?

A

No. He was the elder son. He was staying with ne but

was not nmy -- ny biological child.

> o >

Was he al so attending the free poor primary school ?
No.
Was he attending school at all?

He was not -- he was not attending.
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Q Your testinmony is that you saw M -- that M Sesay had

children of his own; am| correct?

A I"ve told you, there were two children with him They

not his biological children, but that's what | saw, two

were staying with him

Q Wuld | be correct that there were nore than two

in M Sesay's compound when you visited?
A Yes. | saw children there but the one | knew very well,
there were two of them because those two, any tinme you paid a

visit, you woul d neet themthere always. The others, there

times when you paid a visit there, you woul d not neet them

But those two children, they were always there at that house.

Q M Wtness, have you net -- did you ever neet M Sesay

fromhis hone?

A Yes.

Q I woul d suggest to you that when you did, he had

with hin®

A I did not see any child with him except his bodyguards,

when they used to go on patrol
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Q I woul d suggest to you that anong his bodyguards there

smal | boys?
A I cannot assure you of that statenent.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: What does that mean: "I cannot assure
you of that statement?" Let him answer.

MR FYNN:

Why can you not assure ne?

Well, it did not happen at all. | did not see that at

Q Did you hear about hi m having children anong his

bodyguards; small boys?
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A No.
Q M Wtness, | would suggest to you there were small boys

with guns with M Sesay?

A You have told ne that but | did not see that.

Q M Wtness, you spoke about mining at G ema; am!|

A Yes.

Q Did you yourself visit the nmining area?

A Yes.

Q Now, did you not see arned nmen at the nmining site?

A No.

Q D d RUF personnel participate in the nining?

A Well, the work was carried on where they were staying

the mining, to say that they were mning --

Q My question is whether in fact you saw personnel
participating in the mning; that is the question.

A Yes, the other day, they did it.

Q So | would be correct to say there were RUF sol diers at

mne site?

A They were at the site, but | did not see any person with

gun.

Q So your evidence is that the soldiers were there but
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wi t hout their guns?
A No. They too were working there.

Q Now, M Wtness, would | be correct to say that

were expected to stay in a particular place within the

District? The RUF expected civilians to be in a particul ar

| ocation?
A Yes.
Q Wuld | also be correct to say that if a civilian |eft
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| ocati on where he was expected to be, and he was caught, he

be brought back, forcibly?
A You woul d be brought back, but you would not be
di sciplined. You would be advised.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: | think that would be a conveni ent

for us torise for the lunch break. M Fynn?
MR FYNN: Thank you very much, My Lord.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: You wi |l continue when the Chanber
resunes sitting at 2.30. The Court will rise, please.
[ Luncheon recess taken at 1.03 p.m]
[ RUF18CCTO7C - JS]
[ Upon resuming at 2.50 p.m]

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Good afternoon, |earned counsel.

resune our proceedings. Yes, M Fynn, you may continue w

cross-examn nation --
MR FYNN: Thank you, My Lord.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: -- of this w tness.
MR FYNN:
Good afternoon, M Wtness.
Good afternoon, sir.

Q M Wtness, you would recall that you testified to

W

th
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at the border?
A Yes.

Q Wuld | be correct to suggest that the trade at the

was bei ng supervised by the RUF?

A Yes.

Q And that the goods which were being traded from Kail ahun
were being traded for and by the RUF?

A That question, | would Iike you to take that question
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agai n.
Q | apol ogise. Now, M Wtness, it was the RUF who was

trading things at the border?

A They were trading on our behalf. At that time, when we
took the goods to the riverside, you would not just sell the
goods the way you wanted to sell. You would give the goods to
the contractor to buy. That was the way we used to do.

Q Wwuld | be correct to say that the people you referred

as contractors were really RUF personnel ?

A Yes. They were civilians as well.

Q When you say “"civilians as well", is that civilians who
were nenbers of the RUF;, is that what you nean?

A Yes.

Q Am | correct also that it was civilians who carried the
goods to the border for the RUF?

A They used to take the goods to the border for them for

civilians, because even if you could not take it there, nobody
woul d ask you. That neans you were taking it for yourself.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: | don't understand that question
THE W TNESS: But you would not sell it for you
MR FYNN:

Q M Wtness, | think you may not have understood ne.
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trade was going on at the border, and you' ve agreed with ne

it was the RUF who was supervising and the goods were being
brought there for the RUF. M question was whether, in fact,
these goods were brought to the border by civilians, civilians
actually carried the goods?

A Yes, civilians were taking themto the border.

Q And you' d also agree with ne that, during the
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transportation of the goods, those civilians wuld be

or would have with them arned RUF personnel ?
A The gunmen were at the riverside. Those who were going,
you woul d not be acconpani ed by guns.

Q Now, M Wtness, if we could nove away fromthat area

monent. You have nentioned that you know one Aruna Fatoma?
A Yes, | knew himvery well.

Q Now, M Wtness, you have told us what your position is;

don't want to repeat that. But would you agree with ne that a
person in your position would know about the happenings in his

| ocality better than sonebody else in a simlar position who

in another locality?
A Yes.

Q You' ve suggested that Fatoma was a proud man. Wuld

correct to suggest to you that he was a person who preferred

to take orders from anybody?
A He used to take orders from ot her people. He was not

taking orders from everybody, but there were sone he was

orders from He did not respect people very nuch.

Q Now, M Wtness, if | may bring you back to that. The
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question is not whether he actually took orders. From your

know edge of him even though he took those orders, do you

by his disposition he would have preferred not to take orders
from anybody?

A He used to take orders fromhis i medi ate boss, because
there was a time all the civilians, all the things concerning
civilians were handl ed by chi efs.

Q M Wtness, | will try a final time. Wuld you agree

me that if M Fatoma had his way, he would not take orders
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that superior you said he took orders fronf

A He woul d like to take orders from sonebody, but he does

know how to talk to sonebody. That is the only way. Because

hinsel f, had a -- his inmredi ate superi or

Q M Wtness, in your position, would | be right to say

enj oyed the confidence of the RUF?
A Yes.

Q And would | be correct to suggest that other persons in

simlar position to yours al so enjoyed that confidence?
A | believe so.

Q You woul d agree with nme, therefore, that a person in

position woul d not wisely at that tinme openly oppose the RUF?
A I have not understood the word "oppose."
Q A person in a position simlar to yours, or exactly the

sanme as yours, would not openly go against the RUF or show

he is agai nst the RUF?

A If you did not like it, you would say it at that point,

"I amnot going to do it." But whosoever that had his

boss, you woul d take orders fromhim
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Q M Wtness, the questionis alittle larger than a

i mredi at e boss.

JUDGE BOQUTET: But could you al so, M Prosecutor

what the witness neans by taking orders in his scenario from

boss? | would appreciate it.
MR FYNN:  As My Lord pl eases.

Q M Wtness, you nentioned that a person would have to

orders fromhis inmedi ate boss. Wen you say "orders," what

you mean by "orders"?

A Any type of orders. For exanple, for exanple, here is a
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chi ef who has called you for sonme arrangenment and you are

to that arrangenent. You would do it grunbling but you

do that in his presence. You can't grunmble in his presence.

Q So you are suggesting that you woul d not have the option

refusing to carry out an order?

A The orders you cannot take, you would tell the chief

this particular order | cannot take.
Q M Wtness, if | could take you back to ny origina
question. Now, the RUF had cone to Kailahun. | am asking you

whet her a person in your position, who did not |ike the fact

the RUF being there in Kailahun and being in charge, would a

person in your position act wisely to openly show his dislike

t he RUF?
A No.
Q Consi dering the confidence which you' ve agreed with me

the RUF had, in persons of your rank and station, you would

with ne that a person who disliked the RUF will not be advised

confide in you in that regard?
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A Nobody woul d disturb you at the end now. But the tine

G os were here --

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Don't concentrate on the G os;
concentrate on the question. Concentrate on the question,
pl ease.

THE W TNESS: Yes.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: No, | don't know what his answer to

that -- put the question to himplease.
MR FYNN:
Q Woul d you agree with ne that a person who disliked the

woul d be advised not to confide in you?

SCSL - TRI AL CHAMBER |



Page 56

Let

15:11: 31
t hat

t he

15:12: 00

t hat

15:12:51

t he

15: 13: 18
will

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

SESAY ET AL

18 OCTOBER 2007 OPEN SESSI ON
A You can't be with them

Q You can't be with who, M Wtness?

A You can't be with the RUF.

Q M Wtness, | seemto have |lost you there, or you |

me go over that again, please. Now, ny suggestion to you is

since you've agreed with nme that in your position you enjoyed

confidence of the RUF, | am suggesting that, if a person, an
ordinary civilian, did not |ike the RUF, was agai nst the RUF,

that civilian would not confide in you. He will not cone and

tell you that, "I don't like the RUF."

A Nobody woul d confide that in me, but that one would be
hi s m nd.

Q Thank you very much, M Wtness. M Wtness, you have

menti oned that you knew Augusti ne Gbao. Now, am| correct

M Ghao was the head of the | DU?

A Yes.

Q And | nean the head of the IDU neaning in the whole of
RUF?

A Yes.

Q And you have al so said you knew one Morie Fekai, and
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suggest to you that Morie Fekai was a junior to M Ghao in the

RUF structure?

A

Q

one was in IDU, am!l

A

Q
A
Q

Yes, but he was not under his unit.

They were in different units. One was in G and the

Yes.

correct?

But, nonetheless, M Ghao was a senior to M Fekai ?

Yes.

In view of that junior/senior relationship, would | be
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correct to suggest that M Fekai would have obliged M Ghao a
request if he made one?
A Yes.

Q M Wtness, if | may take you back to the school

You testified that during that concert you cried; am|l

A Yes.

Q I woul d suggest to you that at the tinme of this concert
things were very difficult for civilians in Kailahun?

A Ask that question again.

Q My suggestion to you, M Wtness, is around the period

you went to this concert, around that tine frame, things were
difficult for civilians in the Kailahun District?
A Things were not difficult.

Q Wuld | be correct to suggest that the concert rem nded

of the days before the war?

A Yes.

Q And that it was the nenory of those days which | dare
suggest were better days than the ones you were living in that
caused you to cry?

A Yes, that is true

Q I would thank you very nuch, M Wtness, for your
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cooperati on.
MR FYNN: | thank you for your attention, My Lord. That
woul d be all.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Thank you, M Fynn.
Yes, M Jordash, any re-exam nation?
MR JORDASH. No, thank you.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: All right. M Wtness, the Chanber

thanks you for coming to assist it with your testinony, and
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over now and we are rel easing you so that you can go back to

village and resune your activities. So we w sh you a safe
journey. Thank you for coming to assist us.

Can we have the witness -- M Jordash, | hope we have -

can you help himout, please? M Jordash, it's okay, let them
take the witness out.
[ The witness wi thdrew

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: M Jordash, |I'mjust waiting for the

to be |ifted.
MR JORDASH: Can | indicate that the next witness is

DI S-178, and the witness after that will be DI S-069, and DI S-

is our tenth witness, and will be our last Kailahun civilian
witness for some tine, | think

JUDGE BOUTET: Is this the one for which you filed a
suppl enental a few days ago?

MR JORDASH. |'msure we did, Your Honour, yes.

JUDGE BOUTET: | know |'ve | ooked at some -- | don't

it wwth nme but --

MR JORDASH. Yes, |I'mconfident we did, yes, Your

JUDGE BQUTET: Sone 35 sonething paragraphs in that
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suppl enental ; is that the one?

MR JORDASH: That was for 069.

JUDGE BQUTET: 069.

MR JORDASH. Was the | ast suppl enmental.

JUDGE BQUTET: Ckay.

Wth 35 paragraphs is for 069, is

The next -- not this witness, the one after?

MR JORDASH: Not this w tness. I'msure this w tness,

there was about five paragraphs.

JUDGE BQUTET: Ckay.

SCSsL -
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1 [ The witness entered court]
2 W TNESS: DI S-178 [ Sworn]
3 [ The witness answered through interpreter]
4 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: So this witness is DI S-178?
15:22:52 5 MR JORDASH:  Your Honour, yes.
6 EXAM NED BY MR JCORDASH:
7 Q M Wtness, renmenber we're in an open session, so be
8 careful about saying anything to reveal your identity. Can |
ask
9 you how ol d you are, please?
15:24: 21 10 A | am 25 years. | am 35 years.
11 Q And what | anguages do you speak?
12 A | speak Mende, | speak Krio, | can speak Engli sh.
13 Q Can you wite English, M Wtness?
14 A Yes, | am going to school.
15:24: 49 15 Q Perhaps | can ask you to wite down what it is you do as
a
. 16 j ob now and where you do the job and where you go to school
an

17 what you're studyi ng.
18 MR JORDASH: Could | ask M George to assist, please.
19 Q Do you follow what |'m asking you to do? Just to wite

15:25:17 20 down what it is you do, studying or job-wi se or both, so that
it

21 remai ns confidential.
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A My job now?
Q Yes, wite down your job now And can you wite down,

while you're doing that, the nanme of the place where you work

not just what you do, but the name of the place where you

Can | confirmthat you have al so witten down where you st udy,

you study?

A Yes, | have witten the nane of the college I'm

then the year | enter is just what |'ve witten.
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Q May | see that, please? Just so | can save sone tine,

you wite down what job you did before you studied, please?
Thank you. Thank you.
MR JORDASH: May | tender that as an exhibit, please?

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes, M Fynn, any objection to that,

M Wagona, is this your case?
MR WAGONA:  Yes, My Lord. No objection.

PRESIDING JUDGE: It is adnitted confidentially and

as exhibit -- what is it?
MR GEORCE: 253, Your Honour.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE:  253.
[ Exhibit No. 253 was adnmitted]
MR JORDASH:

Q M Wtness, | want to ask you first to just talk the

t hrough where you were during the war so we get a brief

chronology. So am| right -- well, where were you in 1993,
M Wtness?

A | was in Kailahun.

Q And where was it you were when the war first cane?

A I"ve told you; | said Kailahun. Then | cane to G ehun,

Luawa Chi efdomin 1993.
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And how | ong did you stay there?

In G ehun?

Yes; did there come a tinme when you left?

Yes.

Where did you go?

Well, I -- 1 went into the hiding.

Where did you go?

When the war cane, first, | went to Quinea, but
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in 1993.
Q So in 1993, as you've told us, you were in Gehun. Dd

stay in G ehun or did you go sonmewhere el se?

> o » © » O » O »

> O > O

asked

Yes.
Where did you go?
| went to Sandi aru.

Do you know whi ch year it was when you went to Sandi aru?

Yes.
Whi ch year?
That was the very year | left to go to Sandiaru

It was in 1993 then. How long did you stay in Sandiaru?

Well, | cannot say the anpbunt of nonths | spent there,

spent sone nonths there.

And then you went to where?
Well, | went to Dodokot unma
And how | ong did you stay in Dodokotuna?

Vell, | spent two weeks in Dodokotuma; then | left

And you went to where?

Wl |, because of ny job, the type of job I was doing,

me to work at Dambaru

Coul d you say the nane again, please, of the place where
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you wor ked?

A

Q

doi ng

o > O >

Danbar u.

DDA-MB-A-RU | think. And we will cone to what you

in a nmonent, but how |l ong did you stay in Danbaru

Well, | used to work at Danbaru until --
Well, when, sir?
Until the end of 1993.

And at the end of 1993 did you go sonmewhere?
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Yes.
Where did you go?

Well, we were there until the tine they told us that.

Town, the people were there, so we cane there.

And do you know what year that was?

I n what year what happened?

Do you know what year it was that you went to G enmma?
Yes.

Wul d you tell the Court, please?

Yes. | went there from 1993, the end of 1993 to 1994.
And how |l ong did you stay in G enma?

Vell, | was in Gena in 1994, 1995, 1996 and 1997
And in 1997 did you go somewhere?

Yes.

Where did you go?

Vell, | went to Buedu

How |l ong did you stay in Buedu?

I was there for sone nonths, but | cannot tell you the

amount of nonths that | spent there.

> o >

Ckay. Did you, after some nonths, go sonewhere el se?
Yes.
VWhere did you go?

| went to -- | canme to Kail ahun Town.



24 Q And how | ong did you stay there?

15:42: 14 25 A Vll, 1 was in Kailahun until the end of the war, up
"t
26 now.
27 Q Up 'til now, okay. Thank you. Now, can | ask you
pl ease,

28 what job you were doing in G ehun in 1993?

29 A | used to do nedical work.
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. 1 Q When you say you used to do nedical work, exactly what
0
2 you nmean by that?
3 A Vell, what | nean by that, if sonebody was sick, that
t he
4 person is now sick, he would cone to ne and | will give the
15:43:27 5 person treatnent. |f sonmebody is wounded, | wll dress the
pl ace
6 and 1'd stitch it. Watever concerning any nmedi cal work, the
one
7 | was able to do, | will doit.
8 Q Ckay. Thank you. Wen and where, if any place, did you
9 train to be able to do that job in 1993?
15:43: 59 10 A Wl |, before that | was in Kenema. | was in school in
11 Kenema. After the O-level --
12 THE | NTERPRETER:  Your Honours, can the witness speak
13 slowy and may | take that part of his statenent?
14 MR JORDASH:
_15:44:20 15 Q Coul d you repeat that again? The translator didn't
quite
16 get you
17 A Before | could do this work, that time | was in Kenema
18 att endi ng school
19 Q kay. And were there any arned nen in G ehun when you
wer e

15: 44: 35 20 there in 19937



21 A Yes.

22 Q And where were they from the arned nen, in 1993 in

G ehun?
23 A Those that | nmet there, at that tinme they were our
24 siblings. They were Sierra Leoneans with guns.

15:45: 08 25 Q Did they have a nane, the Sierra Leonean siblings with

26 guns?
27 A They used to call them junior conmmandos.
28 Q Was there any offices for the junior commandos in

G ehun?
29 A Yes.
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1 Q Can you recall what they were call ed?
2 THE | NTERPRETER:  Your Honours, can the counsel take
t hat
3 question agai n?
4 MR JORDASH:
15:45:53 5 Q Can you recall the names of the offices, M Wtness?
6 A Well, there was an office called MP office, and Gb
of fice
7 and | DU office.
8 Q Thank you. And was there any laws in G ehun in 1993
t hat
9 you becane aware of ?
15:46: 37 10 A The | aws from where?
11 Q Well, were there any rules of how peopl e shoul d behave
12 whi ch were operating in G ehun?
13 A Yes.
14 Q What were they?
15:47:05 15 A Well, the first |aw, that nobody should steal; no rape;
_ 16 what ever probl em you encounter as a civilian, you would take
1t
17 to G5 or IDU. |If you are hurt by any soldier, you would take
t he
18 conplaint to the G5. They would know what to do next.
19 Q And did you see civilians taking problenms to G5 or |DU?
15:47:59 20 A Yes.

21 Q And before we nove to your job, how did the junior
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pl ace?
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commandos behave, as you observed them in G ehun?

A

Well, | used to observe them noving up and down sayi ng

were going to the front |ine and com ng back

Q

o > O >

Ckay. And where in G ehun did you work; was there a

At the hospital
How many wor kers besi des yoursel f was at the hospital ?
Well, there were up to four

And who did you treat at the hospital ?
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A We used to treat anybody.

Q And from where did the people cone that you were

A Sone were in that town. Ohers were coning fromthe

surroundi ngs villages, villages around G ena.

Q Is that G ema or G ehun?

A G ehun.

Q Do you know where the drugs and the nedicines cane fronf
A Well, the person who was our boss at the hospital, when

medi ci ne was finished --

THE | NTERPRETER: Your Honours, can the wi tness take

last bit of his statenment?

MR JORDASH:
Q Can you repeat the last bit of your --
A Qur bosses at the hospital used to go to Pendenbu,

the nedici nes fromour bosses and brought themto the

to us.

Q So the bosses used to go to Pendenbu and bring the
medi ci nes?

A Yes.

Q Now, you've told us that you left there and went to

Sandiaru in 1993. WAis there a reason why you |eft there, left
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wer e
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G ehun?

A Well, there was one norning we saw a jet passing. Then

saw our siblings, those soldiers, the junior commandos; they

in large nunbers. Then their bosses told us that all those

are civilians in this town, you are to |l eave this town. Then

asked themwhy. Then they said they were chased by the

so that if we are to fight in this tow, you will be caught in

the crossfiring. So we went, and, even nyself, | went to ny
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1 vill age, Sandiaru
2 Q And did all the civilians | eave G ehun?
3 A Yes.
4 Q And where did they go, do you know?

15:52:40 5 A Well, there are villages, Genmn, G ehun, the environs,
6 Yama.
7 Q And when you left and went to Sandi aru, did you continue
8 wor ki ng?
9 A Yes.

15:53: 07 10 Q Did you continue with the sane job?
11 A Yes.
12 Q Do you know or did you know a man cal |l ed Sam Ji nnah?
13 A Sam Ji nnah? Yes, | know a person called Sam
14 Q Do you know a man cal |l ed Sam Ji nnah, Ji nnah?

15:53: 55 15 A The only person | knew was Sam Joe, he was ahead of us.
16 Q kay, Sam Joe. And did you see himat that tine when

you

17 were in Sandiaru?
18 A Well, he was not there. He was staying at Dodo.
19 Q Did he give you any instructions?

15:54: 22 20 A Yes.
21 Q What were they?
22 A Well, he told us that now that all of us are now

scattered
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about, go to work --

THE | NTERPRETER: Your Honours, can the w tness take

|last bit of his statenment and tal k slowy?

MR JORDASH:
Q M Wtness, take it slowy and repeat your answer,
A He told ne to go to Danbaru. He said there were |arge

number of people there, et me go and work there. So | went
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t here.

Q And who did you treat there, please?

A | treated a |lot of people. A large crowd was there;
civilians, children, elderly. | used to treat even children
Q Di d people pay for treatnent?

A They were not giving us anything. They asked us not to

take nmoney from them

Q And how many ot her people were working with you there?
A Danbar u?

Q Danbaru, yes.

A There were only two of us who were working there.

Q And where were the civilians living at that point, the

you were treating?

A Well, they were in the villages. Sone were in the

because the village was too snall
Q Where were your famly living?

A We were all staying together. They gave ne one house

| used to work; that was the place we used to stay.
Q And what were the junior commandos doing with the
civilians?

A Well, at that tine we were now scattered about. They
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W ves,
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to bring nmessages to us that this the way things had happened;
that was the way we used to get information

Q And what was the relationship |ike between the junior
commandos and the civilians around you?

A Well, | did not see problem anong themthat.

Q Did the junior commandos have fam |y nmenbers anpongst the
civilians?

A Yes. Their nothers were there, their parents, their
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their children, a big crowd, but only their people, their

were there.

Q Thank you. Let nme take you now, if | can, to G em

you work there?
A Yes.
Q Do you know when you arrived there who was the area

conmander ?

A Yes.

Q Who was it?

A Pet er Vandi

Q And where were you working specifically?

A Well, we used to work -- we prepared a place in the

that was the place we used to work

Q And this bush was where in relation to G enma Town; how

fromGema Town?

A Well, it was up to a mle.

Q And were you with other civilians?

A Yes.

Q And were you -- sorry, were you with other nedica
A Yes.

Do you know how many you were working wth?

O



22 A There were nmany.
23 Q Who were you treating in the bushes?
24 A Ever ybody.
15:59: 59 25 Q Where did you get your medicines and treatnents from
26 pl ease? Bl ess you.
27 A We used to get nmedicines from as |I've told you --
28 THE | NTERPRETER:  Your Honours, the witness is speaking
29 very fast. Can he take back his |ast statenment?
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MR JORDASH:

Q Repeat your answer slowy, M Wtness, please.

A We used to tell our bosses that the nedicine has got

finished. Then they would go to the commanders and told them

that they will give themnedicine to bring it to us.
And who were your bosses, please?

At that tine?

Yes.

There was a man called Dr Ji nnah.

o » O » O

Now, you were working in the bushes in Gema. D d you
travel during your work at that tine? Did you nove about?
A Yes.

Q Where did you travel to; can you give us some exanples

the places you went in the course of your duties?

A Yes. W used to go to the bushes because there are

Sone people were not staying in the town; they were staying in
the bushes around that town. For exanple, Bandajunma, Talia,

Sandia, they were in the bushes there. W used to go and

them there. Senbehun.
Q And when you visited themin the bushes there, were you

working or was it social visits?



22 A We used to pay visit to them |If there was treatnent to

be
23 carried out, we would treat them
24 Q Was there any restriction on your novenent inposed by
t he
16: 02: 20 25 j uni or commandos?
26 THE | NTERPRETER:  Your Honours, can the counsel take
t hat
27 question agai n?
28 VR JCORDASH:
" 29 Q Did the juni or cormandos ever inpose a restriction on
ere
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you went to do your work, M Wtness?
A No. They used to give us freedomto go and work because

they thenselves, their parents were there, their wves were

well, their children were not well as well.

Q Thank you. Did there cone a tinme when you net or heard
about |ssa Sesay?

A At that time?

Q When you were in the bushes in Gema, did you hear about

M |ssa Sesay?

A Yes, | heard about him

Q And did you hear that he lived in G ema?

A Yes.

Q And did you hear that at sone stage he was in command

t here?

A Yes.

Q And when he was in command there, were you working doi ng
your job?

Yes.
And when he was in command there, was there a school ?

Yes.

A
Q
A
Q Do you know a nman called Yel |l ow Man?
A Yes.

Q

What did Yell ow Man do around that tinme?



16: 04: 52
used
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A Well, Yellow Man and others, they used to sing the Mende

songs. They used to beat -- they used to play band. They

to do that at night. W used to dance, so that they would be
abl e to encourage us.
Q And where did this take place?

A They used to do it at night in G enma Town.

SCSL - TRIAL CHAMBER |



SESAY ET AL

Page 71
18 OCTOBER 2007 OPEN SESSI ON
1 Q And who went to these dances and nusic occasions in
G emm
2 Town?
. 3 A Well, that tine, everybody; be you a civilian, soldier
a
4 of us were going there to wtness.
16:05:40 5 Q Thank you. And did you observe anybody farnmi ng at that
6 time when |Issa Sesay was in conmand?
7 A Yes.
8 Q D d you observe any civilians farm ng for thensel ves?
9 A Yes.
16: 06: 17 10 Q How were your famly living at this time? On what were
11 they living?
12 A At that time we used to get bananas from our siblings
who
13 were fighting the war; |ike bananas, bush yans.
14 Q And in 1995 and 1996 -- well, let's focus on 1996. Wre

16: 06: 55 15 civilians farnming in 19967

16 A Yes.

17 Q And you were there, you' ve told us, in Genma, unti
1997;

18 were civilians farmng in 1997?

19 A Yes.
199%6:07:18 20 Q VWhat happened to the civilians' harvest in 1996 and

21 fromwhat you observed?
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Vell, if you farm you will get the rice.
Do you have any -- did you have any children in 1997,
Wt ness?

Yes.

Three chil dren. I had three children.

A

Q

M

A

Q And in 1997 how nmany children did you have?

A

Q VWhat were they doing in 1996 and 1997 while you were in
G

ema, M Wtness?
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A VWhat | was doi ng?

Q No, what your children were doing?

A Vell, ny first child was in class 1.

Q Where? Which school, please?

A The tine they said that they had opened a school

Q Wher eabout s?

A At G ema Town.

Q Thank you. And just briefly, did |ssa Sesay have a farm

around this tine, 1996, or thereabouts?

A Yes.

Q Do you know who worked on the farnf

A Yes.

Q Who worked on the farn?

A Civilians used to work on that farm as well as his
bodyguar ds.

Q Did the civilians receive any conpensation for working
the farn®

A He did not pay themin ny presence.

Q Did they receive anything when they worked on the farnf
A Well, | did not go together with themon the farmto

t here.

Q Now, let's travel to Kailahun. You've told us you went
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Kail ahun in 1997; is that right?

o > O > O »F

Yes.
D d you work there?
Yes.

Where did you work?

I was doi ng nedi cal work; under five.

Medi cal work -- sorry,
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1 you repeat your answer, please, M Wtness, for me?
2 A I was working at under five.
3 Q You nean under five year old patients, you nean?
A 4 A The patients whose ages are up to five, 10, 20, all of
them

16:11:24 5 were attending there.

6 Q Where were they attendi ng?
7 A Under five, under five clinic. That was the place
8 everybody was wor ki ng.
9 Q At the clinic?
16:11: 42 10 A Yes. It is aclinic. W used to call it "clinic."
11 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: M Canmmegh may have visited that
clinic.
12 M Canmegh, you may have stayed at the under five clinic.
13 MR CAMMEGH. When | was under five. That's probably
right,
14 but it was in Engl and.
16:12: 10 15 PRESI DING JUDGE: No, it was not in England. It was in
t he
16 new found | and in Kail ahun.
17 MR CAMMEGH. Maybe the witness can enlighten us. |I'm
not
18 sure if we're tal king about the sane place.
19 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Wl I, anyway.
16:12: 23 20 MR JORDASH. It's a long time ago. He's probably

21 forgotten, | think.



22 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Forgotten, yes.
23 MR JORDASH:
24 Q Can you nane sone ot her people who were working at the

16: 12: 32 25 clinic, M Wtness?

26 A Yes. Al ex Sanbana.

27 Q Al ex Sambana, S-A-MB-A-N-A. W el se?
28 A Hawa Mendegl a.

29 Q ME-ND-E-GL-A Wo el se?
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A Sally Francis.

Q Was there a M Kall on?

A M Kallon, Pa Kallon

Q And --

A Morrison Bri ma.

Q And were they --

A Pa Salia.

Q And can you just explain to the Court why these people

wor ki ng; how did they end up working as nedical personnel in
19977

A Well, at that tinme we heard that the AFRC have

They've joined the RUF. So all of us left the bush. Al of

were now i n Kailahun Town. There also was a very big town, so

deci ded that we should cone and work there, so wherever there

crowd, we would be able to go and treat people there.
Q Who deci ded that you should work and treat people?

A Well, we were not doing things on our own. |f we were

wor k anywhere, it was the comuanders who should direct us that
that particul ar place was safe; cone and work there

Q Al right. And once they'd said it was safe, who
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who went to work at the clinic?

A Those who were the | eaders of the war; the commanders.
Q And how did you feel about working at the clinic,

M Wtness?

A Well, at that tine, we used to work w thout problem

was no ot her problem
Q And who cane to the clinic besides under fives?
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Besides what, M Jordash?

MR JORDASH: Under fi ves.
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PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Let's get this nanme clear. Was the
clinic for under fives or it was a clinic for everybody?

MR JORDASH: That's what |I'm --

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: | don't know.

THE WTNESS: The clinic, everybody was going there. It
was a clinic but you know the tine when there was no war they
used to call it --

THE | NTERPRETER:  Your Honours, can the w tness speak
slowy and take that |last bit of his testinony?

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Not just the last bit, everything that

sai d.
MR JORDASH:

Q M Wtness, | know, and the rest of the Court doesn't

that you're keen to get away tonorrow back to your college

course, but you still have to speak at a certain pace; okay?
A Ckay.
Q I"mgoing to be as quick as | can with you. So the

you' ve described, was it for a particular age group or was it

everyone?
A Everybody. Everyone.
Q Thank you. Now you've spoken about know ng Hawa
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yes? M Wtness, you know Hawa Mendegl a?

A Yes.

Q And when did you first cone to know Hawa Mendegl a?
A Vell, | knew Hawa Mendegla in 1993.

Q D d you know her when you were staying in G em?

A Well, she used to stay in Gena there; then she al so
i n Bununbu.

Q And how | ong were you working with her in the clinic
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told us about?

A We did not work together in G ehun; we worked in

Right. And in Kailahun how long did you work with her?

W were there up "til "97, until the time the peace

D d Hawa Mendegl a have a son?

Yes.

D d Hawa Mendegl a have a son who died during the war?
Yes.

Do you know how her son died during the war?

Well, we heard that he lost his life at war front.

o >» O » O P2 O

And do you know how ol d he was when he lost his life at

war front, approximtely?

A I cannot give the exact date, but it was not nmore than
years.

Q And do you know how it was he cane to be at the front
A That one, | cannot know it now W used to nove about.
Q D d you ever speak to Hawa Mendegl a about the death of

son at the front line, or did she ever speak to you about it?
A Yes.

Q And what did she say or what was her view about it?



21 A Wel |, when we were working, there was a tine he[sic]

cane
22 and told us that her son had lost his life and so he -- she
had
23 got that problemand the COs had not done anything about it.
24 THE | NTERPRETER: Correction, interpreter; CO  Your
16: 21:52 25 Honours, can the wi tness take that again?
26 MR JORDASH:
27 Q You nentioned sonething about the CO not doi ng anything

28 about it. What was Hawa Mendegl a's vi ew about the CO?

29 A Vel l, even nyself, | was confused about it.
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Q I n what sense?
A Because that was a burial. She had conme, and if

lost his life, we were seeing people performng buria
cerenonies. But later, there was sonme that may occur -- even
food to eat, there was none, so she used to grunble.

Q Let me try to clarify it because it's not com ng across

clearly to ne. Hawa Mendegl a used to grunble. Wlat did she

grunbl e about in relation to the death of her son?

A The grunbl e was when we cone to work, even every day --
THE | NTERPRETER:  Your Honours, the witness is speaking

very fast. Can you take that all over again?

MR JORDASH:
Q Sorry, M Wtness, speak slowy. Take that |ast answer
agai n.
A When we conme to work, there were tines she would grunble
about what to eat that day. Well, nyself, | used to tell her

that we have to be patient. So she was grunbling about food.
She used to grunbl e about that particul ar one.
Q Did she grunbl e about her son?

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: She grunbl ed about what, about food?

THE WTNESS: First she grunbled that she had | ost her

at the front |ine.
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MR JORDASH:
Q Second, she grunbl ed about what?
A When we conme to work, she will say what even to eat, she

hadn't got it.

Q She hadn't got enough to eat. Did she grunble about

forced to work or was she working -- no, let ne ask the

Did she grunbl e about being forced to work?
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A No. Nobody was forcing anybody.
Q If you hadn't cone to work and if she hadn't cone to

woul d anyt hi ng have happened to you?
A You woul d only be asked why you did not go to work for

today. Then you would tell themthat, well, even food to eat,

hadn't got today.
Q So if you decided not to conme to work but decided to get

food, that woul d be okay?

A No.

Q No what, M Wtness, what do you nean?

A No.

Q Sorry, can you explain what you nmean by "no"? | think

m ght be at cross-purposes.

A When he asked if you did not go to work, if you did not

to work, you would not be -- what did they do with you. That

the reason | said they could not do anything to you

Q Thank you, M Wtness. Did you get any extra privil eges

conmpensation for working fromthe junior conmandos?

A Well, they were not the very people got, but their
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t hose who were the | eaders of the war,

got food they would bring us sone.

Q

nmotive for working?

medi cal

A

cane,

Right. Let nme just ask this,

wor ker during the war?

Well, as for nme, | used to treat people,

i nstead of sitting down doi ng not hing,

there were tinmes when

M Wtness: Wat was your

What was the reason you chose to work as

and when the

cane to treat

people so that | would be able to help ny siblings than to sit

there until | forgot all what | have |earnt.

Q

Thank you for that answer, M W tness.
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complete with details of Hawa Mendegla. Did you ever hear

any ot her nenbers of her fanmily; for exanple, any siblings

killed during the war?

A well, if ever that happened, | did not know that because
everybody had dependants, a lot, but I did not see any of her
ot her dependants.

Q And she never discussed any other people, relatives,

killed during the war; am | summarising you correctly?
A No; to ny know edge.
Q Thank you. Now, in Kailahun were there any religious

services going on while you were there?

A Yes.

Q Were there any MPs or IDUs or Gb there?

A Yes.

Q Are you aware of the tinme when Johnny Paul Koroma was

t hrown out of Freetown?

Yes.

Did you ever see |Issa Sesay in Kailahun after that tinme?
Yes.

Did he have anything to do with you and your job?

No.

o > O > O F

D d you have any interaction with hinf



to

t he
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A Yes.
Q VWhat was it, please?
well, all those who were working, we know them W used

cone, we used to greet each other. W would crack joke.

Sonetinmes he used to visit us too. Sonetinmes we would go to

hospital and talk. He would greet us. He would greet the

patients too and then pass [indiscernible] and then went away.
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Apart fromthat, there was no other relationship between he

Q In 1998 and 1999 --
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Court Managenent ?
MR GEORGE: Yes, Your Honour.

[Trial Chanber and court attendant

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes, M Jordash, you may go on
MR JORDASH:
Q M Wtness, did you ever, after the tinme of Johnny Paul

Kor oma being thrown out of Freetown, did you ever hear about

construction of an airfield in Buedu?

Yes.

Do you know who worked on the airfield?
Yes.

Who?

Cvilians used to work there.

D d you know anyone who worked there?

Yes.

o >» 0 » O O F

And do you know why the people worked there that you

did they ever tell you?

A Well, we used to stay together noving about. W used to
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ask them where they were going. They said they were going to
the -- to prepare the field.

Q Who said this?

A The civilians. The civilians. W were asking when they
were conming to us for treatnent.

Q And did they go on their own to the airfield or were

escorted or what was the situation?

A As for nme sitting down here, | did not see anybody
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escorting them They were going there on their own.

Q You' ve tal ked about people coming for treatnent; did

peopl e coming to you --

A Yes.
Q -- have anything to do with the work at the airfield?
A They were going to work there, so when they -- so when

were | eaving their working place, they used to cone to us for
treat ment.
Q What, before or after work or at any tinme? Wat is it
you're saying, M Wtness?
A When they left the airfield there were tines they would
cone. Sonetines --

THE | NTERPRETER:  Your Honours, the witness is speaking
very fast. Can he take that --

MR JORDASH:

Try again with that answer, M Wtness.

When they left the airfield, there were sone eveni ngs

woul d cone to us for treatnment. Sone nornings there were sone
peopl e who could not go to work who would stay with us at the
clinic.

Q VWho would stay with you at the clinic; is that what you

just said?



23 A They would go to us at the clinic for treatnent.

24 Q And woul d they then go to work or they would stay with
you;

16:35: 11 25 what is it you' re saying?
26 A After treatnment they would go to their houses.
27 Q And so they wouldn't go to work; is that what you're
28 sayi ng?

29 A Yes.
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PRESI DI NG JUDGE: M Jordash, may we take a break? The

Court will recess for a few m nutes and resune thereafter

Court will rise, please.
[Break taken at 4.32 p.m]
[ RUF180CTO7D - MD]
[ Upon resuming at 5.05 p. m]

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes, M Jordash, you nay proceed,

MR JORDASH: Thank you.

Q I"ve got just a few nore questions, M Wtness. | want

return to Kail ahun, when you were there. The civilians who

to the clinic, did they, as a routine or in any way

conpl ai n about any treatnent by the junior commandos. Can you
explain to the Court if that was the case or not? The

m crophone, please. D d you get ny question, M Wtness?

A Take that question again.

Q I want you to think back to the civilians who cane to be
treated at the clinic and whether any of them as a routine or

frequently, conplained about treatment at the hands of the

commandos. Was that the case or not?

A Wll, the only conplaints they used to bring to us was
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sonetines, when they canme, they would say they will -- the

treatment was not fast because there were a crowmd. So if

was any conpl ai nt about any junior commando, they will only

those conplaints to the offices, because we were busy al ways.

Q kay. So the conplaints you received were conpl aints of

medi cal nature?
A Yes.
Q And the conplaints you received of a nedical nature, did

they, as a general rule, have anything to do with the junior
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commandos?

A No, | did not receive conplaint.

Q Ckay. Thank you. And did you work every day until the

of the war, or not?
A Well, sonetines | used to rest.

Q Was there any trade going on in Kailahun in 1988 and

Kai | ahun Town?
A Yes. Trade was going on there.

Q The sane trade or different trade to that that's going

now, present day?

A Yes.

Q "Yes" the sane or "yes" different?

A Li ke what ?

Q I''masking you the question whether the trade that was

going on in Kailahun Town in 1998 and 1999 was the sane or

different to the trade which is going on now?

A Well, the same things they used to buy is the same thing
they are still buying up to now.

Q Was there a football teamin Kailahun Town during that
tinme?

A Yes.

Q Were there other sports taking place?



23 A Yes.

24 Q Anybody at that time going to the CGuinea border?
17:16:53 25 A Yes.

26 Q What for?

27 A Sonetinmes they used to go and do trading, and then cane

28 back.

29 Q Who did? Who did the trading?
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A The civilians.
Q Have you ever heard of Operation Spare No Soul, M

during that tine?

A That one | cannot explain rmuch about that because | did
see that.
Q Thank you. Did you hear about any other operations such

Spare No Soul or No Living Thing; did you hear about these at

as a civilian?

A That one, even if that happened, | cannot explain that

you now, that that happened.

Q Because you never heard of it; is that right?
A As for me, no.
Q Thank you. 1've got no other questions for you,

M Wtness. Thank you. |If you'd wait there, there will be

questions fromother |awers. Thank you.
MR JORDASH: That's finished, Your Honour.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Thank you, M Jordash.
Yes, is it M Ogeto or M Touray?
MR TOURAY: Touray, Your Honour.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE:  Tour ay.



21 CROSS- EXAM NED BY MR TOURAY:
22 Q M Wtness, now, throughout the war period, you renmained

23 and stayed in the Kailahun District?

24 A Yes.
17:20: 06 25 Q And you performed your work as a nedic?
26 A Yes, sir.
27 Q Now, in 1996, you were in G em?
28 A Yes.
29 Q D d you hear about the Abidjan Peace Accord that year?
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A Yes.
Q Now, do you know where, or have you heard of the name

Sankoh, did you, by any chance?

A Yes.

Q Was he in Gema around the tine you heard about the
Abi dj an Peace Accord?

A Well, they told us that he was in Abidjan and he was

to cone and talk to us about the peace.
Did he cone at all?

Yes.

That same year, in 1996?

Yes.

o > O > O

Now, it's true, is it not, that he spoke to you people
about the peace?

A Yes.

Q Now, there were several other RUF personnel you may have
heard of, apart fromthe ones you nentioned here, junior
conmandos and | ssa Sesay?

A Yes.

Q Now, I'Ill ask you: In 1996, did you see a man called
Mrris Kallon in G ema?

A | did not see him



17: 23: 21
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Q And you never heard about himin Genma in 1996?
A In 1996, when M Sankoh canme to talk to us, there were

Mende conmmanders, but at that tine there were big crowd. |

to hear about --
THE | NTERPRETER:  Your Honours, the witness is speaking
faster. Can he take --

MR TOURAY:

SCSL - TRI AL CHAMBER |



Page 86

17:24:13 5

to

you
9

17:25: 08 10
| ot

11
12
13

14
up

17:26: 10 15
16

17
are

18

19
during

17:26: 34 20

SESAY ET AL

18 OCTCBER 2007 OPEN SESSI ON

Q Can you take it bit-by-bit slowy, so that we can get an
interpretation of what you say?
A The time M Sankoh canme to talk to us, concerning that

peace, nmany comanders cane to G ema. There were a |ot of

people. | used to hear about Mrris Kallon during that war.
did not see him Even if he was there, | did not see him
Q Thank you. And in 1997, up to the tine you were asked

| eave the bushes for the town, when there was the overt hrow,

did not also see Morris Kallon in G em?

A This has taken a long tine, but people -- there were a

of people. At that tine you would not be able to -- | cannot
tell you that | saw himthere.
Q Thank you. And, in fact, it is true to say, is it not,

that throughout your stay in the Kailahun District, from 1996,

to the end of the war, you never came across Mirris Kallon, in
Kai | ahun District?

A No. | have told you that | saw him but the tine you

tal ki ng about the peace, that M Sankoh came to tal k about the

peace, that is the time I'mtal king about, but | saw him

the war.
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Q When did you see himduring the war?
A I cannot tell you the year, but | saw himnore than two,

three or four tines.

Q Where did you see himduring those two, three or four
times?

A I saw himin Kail ahun.

Q Where el se did you see hinf

A There was a tine | saw himin G ema.

Q Were el se did you see hinf
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A We used to hear about Morris Kallon, but to tell you now
that | saw himin a particular place, | cannot tell you now
Q Wl you say that he was not based in the Kail ahun
District?

THE | NTERPRETER ~ Your Honours, can the counsel take the
question agai n?

MR TOURAY:

Q You will say that he was not based in the Kail ahun

bet ween 1996 and 20007
A No.
MR TOURAY: Thank you. That will be all.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: So from 1996 to 2000, you say?
MR TOURAY: That is so.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Thank you
Yes, M Cammegh.
CRCSS- EXAM NED BY MR CAMVEGH

Q CGood afternoon, M Wtness. Can you confirmfor the

pl ease, that Hawa Mendegl a's son was Mbhanmed Tarawallie's
bodyguard during the war; that's right, isn't it?

A Yes, they were one of his -- he was one of his

Q As you've told us, Hawa Mendegl a's son was unfortunately

killed; correct?
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A

Q

Yes.

That was what

hear d.

And can you confirmthat her son died before Mbhaned

Tarawal | i e di ed?

A

Q

Yes.

And according to what you know, is it right that Mhanmed

Tarawal lie died towards the latter part of 1996?

A

vell,

Mohamed Tarawal lie, the death of Mhamed
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1 we used to understand that sone people will tell us that
Mohaned
2 Tarawal | i e was not dead. Some would say he was dead. So we
are
3 now confused that, until the end of this war, we have not seen
4 hi m
17:30:45 5 Q But isn't it right that as far as Hawa Mendegl a was
6 concerned, she was resentful about the fact that Mhaned
7 Tarawal | i e hadn't done enough for her, follow ng her son's
deat h;
8 do you agree?
9 A Well, he used to grunble, yes.
17:31:18 10 THE | NTERPRETER:  Sorry, correction, interpreter. Yes
she
11 used to grunble.
12 MR CAMVEGCH
13 Q Let's JUST get it clear, if we can. Is it right that
she
14 grunbl ed about the fact that Mhanmed Tarawal lie didn't do
enough

17:31: 36 15 for her followi ng her son's death?
16 A She told ne that.
17 Q And is it, in fact, correct that Hawa Mendegla bore a
18 grudge agai nst the RUF after her son's death?
19 A Well, | cannot explain what was going on in her nind.

17:32:14 20 Q Wuld it be fair for ne to suggest that she was not in
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favour of the RUF after her son died?

A If I can tell you that?
Q Are you telling ne that? | just want to get you clear.
A Yes.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: \What is "yes"?

THE WTNESS: No, no. | would like to know, when | say
"Yes" | would like to knowif -- | would like himto clarify
questi on.

MR CAMVECH:
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Q The question is sinply this: After her son's death, did
you think that Hawa Mendegla |l ost all respect for the RUF?
A Well, | cannot explain that she lost all respect for RUF

because she used to cone to work. \Wenever she cane, she used

grunble and to tell you now that she had respect for RUF or

did not have respect for RUF, | cannot tell you that.

Q Let me ask you this, then: Was she grunbling before her
son di ed?

A To nme, she was not grunbling to ne.

MR CAMMEGH: Wuld Your Honours give me one second,

That will be all. Thank you very nuch, M W tness.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Thank you, M Cammegh. Learned

I think it's 5.30. W will adjourn the proceedings to

at 9. 30.
The Court will rise, please.

[ Wher eupon the hearing adjourned at 5.30

to be reconvened on Friday, the 19th day of

Oct ober 2007 at 9.30 a.m]
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