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Monday, 22 COctober 2007
[ The accused present]
[ A osed session]
[ Upon conmencing at 9.59 a.m]
[At this point in the proceedings, a portion of the
transcript, pages 1 to 63, was extracted and seal ed under

separate cover, as the proceeding was heard in a cl osed
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[ Open session]
[Upon resuning at 2.49 p.m]

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Good afternoon, |earned counsel. W

resume in open session, | understand. M Jordash, you confirm
that we are back to the open session, | suppose. You are
with --

MR JORDASH:  Yes.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: But there is one question which

to -- supposing, you know, | don't know how we're going to

it because some of the questions might, in cross-exam nation

open session, mght touch on issues, you know, that arose in
cl osed session. So, | don't know what -- yes.

MR JORDASH. M feeling is that the witness can testify
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the events without reference to his own role or w thout too
specific a reference to his own role fromhere on in.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: M Hardaway, is that -- yes, M Qgeto,

that -- M Hardaway, can you sit down, please.

MR OCETO  Yes, My Lords. The nature of the questions

we will be asking this witness will nost likely not identify

so for now!l think I can say that we will safely conduct our
cross-exam nation in the open session

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Ri ght, okay. Thank you. M Camegh?

MR CAMMEGH: | intend to ask questions in open session
only.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Thank you. Yes, M Hardaway, what's
position?

MR HARDAVWAY: |'m sure during that the course of ny
cross-exam nation, Your Honour, | will be referring to
held by the witness. However, | believe | can frame themin

SCSL - TRI AL CHAMBER |

SESAY ET AL
22 COCTOBER 2007 OPEN SESSI ON

a way as to be very general and refer to the positions perhaps
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based on | ocation as opposed to specific title.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Well, all we're trying to do is to

that his identity is not disclosed and that the purpose for

we went into a closed session is not defeated in the course of

the cross-exam nation in open session. Well, this said, |

we can safely nmove on to the -- Court Managenent, are we in

session al ready?

MR GEORCE: W are, Your Honour

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Right.

This is the ruling of the Court regarding the two
applications by M Jordash for the Court to nove into a closed

session. We will nowresune the trial in open session and

is aruling of the Chanber in respect of M Jordash's

for the first accused, and it is this:
Consi stent with the general requirenent that crimna

proceedi ngs are to be conducted in public as enjoined by Rule

of the Rules of Procedure and Evidence of this Court, and

into consideration Article 17(2) of the Statute of the Court,

exceptionally as authorised by Rule 79(A)(ii) of the said

and the need to protect witnesses as provided for in Rule 75,
this Chanmber, on the application of counsel for the first
accused, nade an application for certain portions of the

testi nony of wi tness nunber DI S-069 or so, 069, to be heard in

cl osed session. The Chanber did, by way of an exceptiona



26 procedure, grant the said application for reasons advanced in
27 support thereof.
28 M Jordash, we may now proceed.

29 MR JORDASH: Thank you, Your Honour.
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1 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: And continue with your
2 exam nation-in-chief in open session.
3 MR JORDASH: Thank you.
4 Q M Wtness, good afternoon.
14:53:25 5 A Good afternoon.
6 Q W are in an open session, so don't say anything which
7 m ght identify you to the public.
8 A Ckay.
» 9 Q You' ve spoken about going to Zogoda. Just briefly,
cou

14:53: 55 10 you descri be Zogoda; was it in a forest?

11 A Yes, Zogoda was in -- it was in the Kanboi Hills. In
t he

12 Kamboi Hills.
13 Q And did it -- what did it consist of?
14 PRESIDING JUDGE: It was in which hills?

14:54: 26 15 MR JORDASH: The Kanboi. K-A-MB-OI.
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Q When you -- | want you to relate it to your visit --
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Is it Kanboi Forest or Kanboi Hills?
THE WTNESS: Kanboi Hills. Those are the hills. It is
the hills that conprise of the forest.
MR JCORDASH:
Q And which -- what did you find as you went towards it;
could you describe it?
A Yes. W had guard posts. The first area we nmet before

entering Zogoda, it was called Kenema bypass. That is the

pl ace you have to enter. There, they have to search you and

sure that you are the rightful person who should enter Zogoda.
Then, fromthere, you will proceed very close to Zogoda. You
will neet the first checkpoint, which they will have to search

you for -- so that you don't take any drugs. Even at that
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see, everything he is seeing you, they will take it fromyou

then you should not enter there with any al cohol. Then you

to go again fromthere. You will neet another gate where a --
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manned by the MPs and the Black Guards. There again, there

wi Il have to hand over your arms, if you have cone with any

and fromthere now finally you will enter Zogoda. And at that

time it was only soldiers that were living in Zogoda.

were not living in that canp. So this was how Zogoda was.
Q You went, as you've told us, in 1996. Do you know if

civilians had been there earlier or were there after that

If you don't know, you don't know.

A Well, actually, up to the tinme | went there, civilians

not there. | never knew -- | cannot tell whether civilians

lived there before, but up to the tine I went there, there

no civilians.

Q Thank you. At this tine in 1996, and throughout 1996,
where was the nearest front line to Kailahun Town?

A In 1996, Kailahun of itself was a front line. Kailahun
Town was eneny zone. Eneny troops occupied there. So we were

right in Kailahun Town. Let us say from G ena up to Bandaj una

Si nneh.
Q What about Pendenbu; was that --
A Pendenbu itself, it was governnment troops were based

We had our front line in Jaima. One for Pendenbu. For

we had Bandaj una Si nneh and Bor bu
Q Now, | want to take you back to the junta period, and

mentioned on Friday | wanted to deal w th conmand, but before



28 taking you to the junta, | want to have you explain sone of

t he
29 command just before the junta. So, first of all, | want to
ask
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1 you about the unit operating in G enma and Buedu, which is
wher e
2 you' ve told us the RUF were. Just briefly, what were the
units
3 operating in these regions?
4 A Well, during that tinme the unit headquarter was all in
14:59:56 5 G ema, because G enma was the headquarter. Buedu was just a
6 section, but you had like the MP conmander, who was based at
7 G emn, and you know that MP were responsible for |aw and
order,
8 within the |iberated zones, and they had suboffices at Buedu
and
9 any of the major towns they had nen they deployed there. And
15: 00: 36 10 among all those units they were -- in fact they were the only
11 peopl e carrying arms. That's the military police, yes.
12 Q Let me stop you there. Are you saying of the unit, the
13 only people or the only unit which had nen carrying arns was
t he

14 vP?
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A That was the only unit. That's what | nean.
Q Ckay. So there was the MPs. \What other units operated?
A You had the IDU, the Gbs. The G5, they were responsible

for the civilians. They thenself had their own commander who

based at the headquarter was in Genma. They were a sort of a
|iaison officer between the civilians and the fighters.
Q What -- sorry, | interrupted you. Go on

A They were between the civilians and the fighters.

the fighters wanted fromthe civilians, or they want to speak

with themor to neet with them they will go through the G5

the Gb thensel ves, they should nmake sure that the civilians

living happily, and any of their problens they would bring

up to the commanders for any actions to be taken. Then we

the 1 DU who, they thenselves, their commander was based in

They had depl oyment all over the protected zone. Then, they
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in for internal security. That is, they were in the |liberated
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areas. They were | ooking out for any or whether anybody was
there who was playing a double role or for any -- if any eneny

passes through the back and entered there, they were a sort of

Cl Ds.

Q Did you just say they were sort of?

A Sort of, yes.

Q Sort of, SSORT?

A Yes. They were there to investigate matters nostly when

t hey have seen those type of things where they investigated,

then they present it to the joint security, which the MP and

IDU and the Gbs were all over the 1Gs and the Bl ack Guards.

Q But let ne stop you there for a mnute so that we can
understand this. Wen you say "joint security" and all these
units were part of it, what was the joint security then? What
was it?

A Well, the joint security was a board which was made to
investigate and also to court-nartial anybody who woul d cause

problem If you are found guilty, they will give the

reconmendations to the commanders. That was the work of the

joint security.

Q Did the joint security investigate civilians or soldiers
bot h?
A No, the joint security was nmostly for the soldiers. It

not for civilians.

Q And was there a joint security in Gena in 1996 and

before the coup?



28 A Yes. Any time where we had the IDU, the MP, the 1Cs, |

29 mean, especially the headquarters, they would i nformthe Joint

SCSL - TRIAL CHAMBER |

SESAY ET AL
Page 70
22 OCTOBER 2007 OPEN SESSI ON
1 Security Board.
2 Q And the unit comuanders in Gema in 1996, do you know
who
3 they were reporting to?
4 A The unit commanders, yes, they were reporting to the
15:05:26 5 commander who was on the ground, the area comuander who was
6 there, because the area commander hinself based there.
7 Q So the unit comuanders in G ema were reporting to the
area
8 commander in G ema. Now, what about in early 1997, the
situation
9 in the Northern Jungle and the Western Jungle. Starting with
t he

15: 05: 50 10 Nort hern Jungle, do you know if there were units there?

11 A Yes, the same units were there because it was a -- it
was

12 part of RUF novenent, but anywhere they opened a jungle, they
had

13 those units there that woul d operate there or anywhere they
wer e,

14 the units were supposed to be there. They had units in the
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Nort hern Jungl e.

Q And the Western Jungl e?

A Yes, yes, they also have them But the only thing when
they were there, each jungle you are in, you have to report to

your area commander who was there. Like the Northern Jungle

nothing to do with Kailahun or us at Genma. You will not

your commander in the Northern Jungle and send reports to

no. They always report, they channel their reports to their

conmander who was there.

Q Ckay, you've answered nmy next question. But who were

area commanders then, in early 1997, in the Northern Jungle,

Western Jungl e and the Kail ahun base; who woul d they report

A They were reporting directly to Pa Foday Sankoh, who had
constant commruni cation with them He gets in touch with them

all the various jungles.
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Q How do you know t hi s?
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A It was he who nade the appointnent. He appointed them

and they all were answerable to himat that tine.

Q Now, in late 1996, who was the battl e group comander of
t he RUF?
A In late 1996, at that tine, when we went to Mhaned

Tarawal | i e Zi nu.

Q And where was he?

A He was based at Zogoda.

Q Where was Sam Bockarie at that tinme?

A Sam Bockarie at that tinme, he was in Peyenm, because he

probl em and he had been sent to Peyena.

Q Was there a battle-field conmander at that tine?

A Well, up to that tine, the tine we are talking of, late
1996, when Pa Sankoh was in Ivory Coast, we did not have these
structures as of now. He had dissolved them Only that, he

said, let CO Mhaned, wait for himat Zogoda and then coupl ed

with his Black Guard conmander, who was call ed Ranbo, and the

task force commander, who was the other Ranmbo, who was killed

Makeni, they, by then, were the people who had the power at

time, in late 1996, when Pa Sankoh was in Abidjan.

Q So, I'mtrying to understand sonething about battle

commander and battle-field commander; what was the intended

of the battle group conmander or what was it, do you know?

A The rol e they were playing?
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Q Well, et me be nore specific. Was there a role, what

the role for the battle group conmander, Mhaned Tarawal lie as
you tell us, in 1996?

A Vel |, Mhamed Tarawal lie was the -- when we say battle
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group, all the conmanders who were there in the various

posts, they will send reports to him He was in charge of

in charge of all the conmanders of the battle.

Q But how did this reporting work then, if the area
commanders were reporting to Foday Sankoh, what reports was
Mohaned Tarawal | i e receiving?

A At that time when -- which | amtrying to talk -- when

Mohanmed Tarawal | ie was in charge fully, Foday Sankoh was not

there; he was not there at that tine. He had gone to lvory

on the peace accord. So Mhanmed Tarawal |l ie took full contro

the nmovenent. So every comander who was there within that

woul d send report to himthrough the field radio we have, you

see, that was how they were sending reports to him
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Q But before Sankoh went to Abidjan, who was his second

A Bef ore Sankoh went to Abidjan, it was Msquito who was

second man, until they fell apart with himbefore he went.
Mosquito was the second man before he went; Sam Bockarie
Q What was Sam Bockarie's assignnment at that point?

A By then he was the battle group, but he was all the way

Matru Jong area. There he was.
Q Where is the Matru Jong area?

A That is the southern part, back of Bo, going towards

Rutile area. Those areas.

Q So when Sam Bockarie, the battle group commander, knew

was in the Matru Jong area, who were the area conmanders, as

observed, fromthe Western Jungle, the Northern Jungle and
Kai | ahun reporting to?
A The Western Jungle, we had Supernan.

Q Wio was he reporting to at the tine when Sam Bockarie
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1 battl e group conmander, based in Matru Jong?

2 A He was reporting to Sankoh directly. Then in the
Nor t hern
3 Jungl e you had CO | saac Mongor
4 Q Who was he reporting to?
15:13:21 5 A To Foday Sankoh
6 Q And the area commander of Kail ahun was who, at this
poi nt ?
7 A He was -- to Foday Sankoh
8 Q Who was that, at that tine?
9 A At that time it was M |ssa Sesay.
15:13:41 10 Q So do you know what Sam Bockarie was doing in relation
to
11 hi s assignnent of the battle group comrander? Do you know

12 whet her he had any functions at that tine attached to the

13 assi gnnent ?

14 A You see, there are tinmes these positions used to be
15:14: 06 15 conflicting, conflicting in the sense that the old nman Sankoh

16 woul d give those titles. But, as long as he is here, he wll

17 take charge of everything, you see? So that was how things

18 happeni ng.
19 Q Now, let's junp to the junta. |Issa Sesay, you've told

15:14: 34 20 us --

21 JUDGE BQUTET: But before you get there, I'mjust trying
to

22 under stand what the witness is saying about this reporting.
So

23 when Sankoh is in the country, where is Sankoh physically
| ocat ed

24 t hen?

15:14: 51 25 MR JORDASH
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Q Bef ore he went to Abidjan, where was Sankoh's base?
A He was based at Zogoda, Canp Zogoda. That was his base.
That was his headquarters.

JUDGE BOUTET: And the people fromthe various jungles,
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you say, would report direct to himat Zogoda?

THE W TNESS: Yes, sir.

JUDGE BOUTET: Would they also report to Bockarie or
Bockarie was totally out of the reporting schene?

THE W TNESS: Wen Sankoh was there, Bockarie would be

of the reporting procedure. He would just be inforned.
JUDGE BOUTET: But he would be informed; that's ny
questi on.

THE WTNESS: Yes, yes, they would informhim They

informhim

JUDGE BOUTET: So what about the other commanders when

report to -- if Superman was to report to Sankoh, based on

you' ve just said, so Bockarie would be informed and woul d



14 and Sesay be al so i nfornmed?

15:16: 05 15 THE W TNESS: Yes, sir.
16 JUDGE BOUTET: So any tine there was conmuni cation from
17 areas as such, going to Sankoh, other areas would be inforned
as
18 well, so that was the procedure?
19 THE WTNESS: Well, it does not necessarily nean that
t he
15:16: 26 20 other area had to be informed. |If I, like the Gema jungle
had
21 any information which | want to give to Foday Sankoh, | would
22 call Foday Sankoh's station directly, which was based at
Zogoda.
23 Then, | will pass the information to him \Wen you pass the
24 information to him he will informthe battle-field

conmmander' s

15:16: 55 25 office, where he hinself had a radio. Wen they were all
there

26 they had code nanes; this was how it was worKking.

27 JUDGE BOUTET: Okay. Well, ny question was: You had
j ust

28 said that they would be infornmed when reporting, so what you
are

29 saying nowis that it is Sankoh who would informthem In
ot her
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words, if Superman is reporting to Sankoh, it's not Supernan

i nforms Mongor and Sesay; it is Sankoh that will informthem

he has a report; is that what you are saying?
THE WTNESS: |If it is necessary that what Mngor had

reported to Sankoh, to say, that it has anything to do with

Genmm, it was Sankoh who is on Genma or informlssa, as you
rightly said it. But if it has nothing to do with Issa, then
Sankoh woul d not inform him

JUDGE BQUTET: Yes, but listen to ny question. | asked

a very very -- | thought very clear question. You said, well,
yes, they will be infornmed. Now you are conming to say that,

well, they may or may not be informed. M question was, based

your evidence, that when they report to Sankoh, who is

That was ny question. Now you're saying, well, there may or

not be. It depends. What was the situation?

THE W TNESS: The situation was, and what | amtrying to
say, the information | was trying to give was the battle group
who is to be inforned.

JUDGE BOUTET: So the battle group is informed by whon?

THE WTNESS: By the sender of the nessage, the area
commander who woul d send t he nessage to Sankoh

JUDGE BOQUTET: So in the battle group was Msquito at

THE W TNESS: Yes, sir.
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JUDGE BOQUTET: You also refer to, nmaybe by m stake, to

battle-field commander. Was there a battle-field commander at
that tinme?

THE WTNESS: | did not tal k about battle-field

| tal ked of battle group in terns of --
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JUDGE BQUTET: Maybe you did not, maybe it is the

translation that said battle-field, but anyhow, it canme across

me that you had said battle-field, but if you didn't say that,

that's okay. There was none, according to you. It was a

group and no battle-field.
THE W TNESS: Yes, sir.
JUDCGE BOUTET: Thank you.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes, M Jordash, you nmay proceed.

MR JORDASH. Thank you.

Q The area commanders then, fromwhat you've said, may
the battle group, but would they copy the area -- other area
commanders -- or would the area commanders receive their
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A If it is necessary, if the report concerns them the

woul d informthem

Q Okay. Thank you. Now, let's nove to Freetown. You've
told us about Issa Sesay's role with supplies. Wat was

| ssa Sesay's assignment, aside fromthat, if he had one, in
Freetown, during the junta?

A When he was in the office | didn't know any other

assi gnnent he had.

Q What was his standing within the RUF in Freetown?

A Well, he was the -- in Freetown, he was representing the
RUF because the commander, the person who commanded the RUF by

t hen was Sam Bockarie and he left himin Freetown and he was

Kenema. But still he was on top of situations. |Issa was
answerable to him

Q We know from what you've told us that you went to

during the junta. How many tines do you think you went?
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A I did not stay long there, actually. | did not stay
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Q How many tinmes, separate tinmes, did you go?

A When | came to Freetown for the goods, | came about
times.

Q Are you able to give an estimate of how many RUF you saw
the city?

A No, | would not, because | didn't work in all the areas.
Q Are you able to say, fromthe men fromthe Northern

the men fromthe Western Jungl e and the nmen from Kai | ahun

was the | arger group?

A It was the Western Jungle that were nmany. There were

in Freetown, nore than any other group, because the west, they
were the first group that reached Freetown, and they all came

fromthe jungle and they canme into Freetown. You see,

the other jungles like the north, sone stayed in Makeni, not

came to town. Li kewi se Kail ahun, not all left Kailahun to

to Freetown, but the Western Jungle, they all canme to

Q Do you know what proportion of Kailahun soldiers cane to
Freetown conpared to those who renmai ned in Kail ahun?

A The one, those who came from Kail ahun to Freetown, there
were few That was the first men who were fighters, who came

with CO Mosquito, when he cane to Freetown earlier, which

be approximately -- | don't think it would be up to 50 arned
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because it was about two buses that came with them and then

apart fromthat, not until when the calls from comranders

cone, like that Pa, whomthey call to call, to take up that

m nisterial position, Pa Binda, who was Deputy Education

M nister, those were the kind of people that were com ng, but
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bul k of the armed nmen were staying in Kailahun

Q And do you know where the men fromthe Western Jungle

stationed in Freetown?

A Well, they were scattered all over Freetown.

Q And did you -- you've told us that -- well, what was
| ssa Sesay's rank?

A He was | i eutenant-col onel

Q And you' ve said he was a representative of the RUF, did

have a title to go with that?
A Wel |, that was what | knew.
Q And do you know who |ssa Sesay took his orders from if

anyone?
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A Yes. Directly from Sam Bockari e because it happened in

presence; for exanple, when he was informed that we were

the rice, so he sent a nessage directly to Issa saying that he

shoul d not hand over anything to nme and that all of us who

involved in the rice issue, Issa should report with us to

and he did exactly that.
MR JORDASH: Can | just have a nonent, please?

Q Do you know who Supernman reported to in the junta

A Superman nore or |ess, since he cane, he had less tine

the RUF office. Mst of the tine he was with the SLA

He was having transaction with the SLA commanders. He was

up and down with them | do believe that he had direct

fromJP Koroma who was by then the | eader of the AFRC

Q How do you know t hi s?
A Because on one occasion | was fortunate to go to JP's
| odge, together with Pa Vandi. W net Supernman there, so that

was how | concluded that he received his orders from
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Q And do you know about |saac Mongo, who he received

fron?
A Vell, all of themhad very little tine with the office
because whenever | cone to receive ny food, | hardly find --

themin the office. And | do believe that if they had any
dealings at that particular tine, or they were taking conmand
fromlssa and others, they woul d have been frequenting the
office, but they were just in Freetown on their own.

Q And do you know anyt hing about the relationship between

three nen; |saac Mongor, Superman and |ssa Sesay in Freetown?
A Rel ati onship -- in what way?

Q Let ne make it sinpler: Do you know who |Issa Sesay
comranded in Freetown?

A Wll, really, the tine | used to cone, |Issa Sesay's

in Freetown was not wi despread. He had only a few nen, except
those that cane from Kail ahun. Those were the people | see
| ssa Sesay with.

Q D d you observe anything about the relationship between

men from Kai | ahun generally and the nen fromthe Wstern

A Yes, because nost of them the Western Jungle nen, | had

acquai ntance with them especially sonme of us who cane from

Kai | ahun. So there was not close relationship with us. W

interact, although they are RUF fighters, but the bul k of them
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canme from Puj ehun because the tine we cane together, nobst of

Puj ehun boys were advanci ng towards that end, so we had |ess

do with them In fact, sonme of them that was the first tine

saw each other, to even know each other. So that was why the
rel ati onshi p was strange.

Q Did you know Peter Vandi; is that the Pa Vandi you just
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referred to?

Yes.

Do you know what he was doing in Freetown?
Yes. He, hinself, was a minister. He was a mnister.
Did he have a vehicl e?

Yes, he had a vehicle.

Did he have any rul es about the vehicle?

> o0 >» © >» O >

Yes. He had -- that was an interesting part. In fact,

when we were here, when normally we cone, there was a division

among them actually. |If you are not com ng from Kai |l ahun,

call it Galehun. You will never board his vehicle. As you

to board his vehicle, they will ask you: Are you comng from



13 Gal ehun, Kail ahun? |If you say yes, he will pick you up. But

14 you say no, you will not be picked. So that was how we were
15:33:18 15 operati ng.

16 Q D d Superman have a subordinate in the junta period?

17 A Yes, he had his boys that he was operating with. He had

18 Konba Gbundenba, Tall Bai Bureh and others. He had his

19 commanders that he was operating with. He was even operating
15:33:45 20 with Gbril Massaquoi because they were in the sanme axis
21 Q And Konba Bundenba's assi gnnent was what, or his rank?
22 A By then, when we canme in Freetown, | didn't know his
rank,
23 actual ly, when we came to Freetown.
24 Q Did he have an assi gnnent ?
15:34: 20 25 A It was here, yes; he had an assignment. He had an
26 assignnent area around the front Iine areas in Freetown, but |
27 could not recall, but |I learned that he had an assignment.
28 Q Do you know who he reported to?
29 A Yes, to his conmander, who was Super man.
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1 Q D d you observe Issa Sesay engaged in any mlitary
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activities other than the ones you' ve told us about? And when

say "observed" it, were you present?

A If | should say that, then | will tell |ies because
saw him
Q Do you know anyt hing about the relationship between the

SLAs and the RUF in Freetown?
A They thensel f had their own conmanders. They were only
receiving orders fromtheir commanders.

THE | NTERPRETER:  Your Honours, the early part of the
witness's testinony was | eft out because the nic was off. Can
the witness please go over it again to be interpreted?

MR JORDASH:

Q Go over your |ast answer, please.
| said the SLA thenselves were taking -- they had their

i mredi ate commanders. They were not receiving orders from

They were receiving orders fromtheir commanders and they go

t hem
Q How do you know?
A Well, it is crystal. |If you come, you will see it. You

will see the difference between SLA and RUF. They will never

you wi Il never see themtogether under one conmon. You wll

the SLA commander with SLA soldiers and RUF -- you will see

boys behind them So that was clear, crystal
Q Ckay. Let nme nove you forward now to the intervention

where were you?



27 A | was in Buedu

28 Q When did you first get -- when did you first get the

news
29 and how?
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1 A I first received the news at night, My 25th at
2 night -- May 7, the very day it took place. | was |ying down
at
3 night and |I tuned SLBS --
4 MR JORDASH. One second. Sorry, M Wtness.
15:38:38 5 Q Let's just do that again.
6 A | said | got the news over the SLBS at night. It was at
7 night that I got the news. That is the 8.00 news that is
8 normally read at the SLBS. That was where | got the
9 announcenent .
15:39:01 10 The news of -- what news did you get?

11 About the AFRC coup

13

Q
A

12 Q When?
A When t hey took over.
Q

14 I think we are talking -- his mcrophone has not been

15:39:18 15 switched back on very quickly, so it's really off-putting.
['"'m
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somet hing o

ever travel

ut the interventi on when Johnny Paul Korona was

t own?

he intervention? Okay, sorry. The intervention

did you hear and how?

the intervention itself, | heard it over the BBC

rica. That was where | first got the news, when

ps that were based in Jui, started advancing

Then we called the brigade headquarter. By then

at Kenema, where Sam Bockarie was, so we were

rmation about him So they confirmed it.

onfirned it?

adi o operators at the brigade, Kenenma bri gade.

I"mterribly sorry to junmp you around, but |'ve
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ut. | want to go back to the junta period.

to Kenema during the junta period?

Did
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A Except when |'mtravelling to Freetown and on ny way

Q Did you ever go to Tongo during the junta, when you were
travel ling?

A Wel |, Tongo, generally, it was we who captured Tongo.

-- that is at the early part of the war, that is around

I can still recall. That, fromthe Kamajors who were based

there, that is during the AFRC coup, the junta period.

Q So, August 1997, did you go to the Tongo?
A Yes, sir.
Q Wt hout revealing anything about your identity, why did

go to Tongo?

A Well, we were in Tongo. | nean, we were in Daru and Sam
Bockari e sent one SLA officer to us with trucks and | ogistics;
that is arm ammunition and other itens, saying that we should
attack Tongo and nove the Kamajors fromthere.

Q D d you go?

A Yes, | went.

Q Where did you go when you went to Tongo; talk us through
what happened?

A Vell, it was ne who passed -- we used the bypass team by

Bendu Junction, Wenma, and entered in Tongo and CO Mbsquito

the main road, because we attacked Tongo on two fronts. CO

Mosquito used the main road. They've entered Tongo before us

the following norning we entered. O course, there was no
resi stance at Tongo by then. W captured the town and we were

based t here.
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Q So was this the first tinme that the RUF had occupi ed
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during the junta period?
A Yes, sir. That was the first tine.

Q And what was the situation in terns of the nunbers of

and SLAs present?
A Well, the towmn was jam packed because the two forces had
enough manpower on the ground and even Sam Bockarie was there.

He was responsible for putting situations under control

Q Vandi Kosia, do you know hi n?

A Yes. He hinself was there; we went together.

Q And how | ong did you stay in Tongo?

A | stayed in Tongo for two weeks. That was the time when

was called to conme back to Freetown.

Q During the two weeks in Tongo did anything happen in
relation to m ning?

A Yes. It was within that tine that the Cyborg pit was
opened.

Q Did you observe that?



15:45: 39

15: 46: 08
t aki ng

as

Page 85

15:47: 05
t hat

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

A Yes, | was there when it was opened.

Q When you say "it was opened", how was it opened?

A Wl |, because, after we've entered, there was no mning
t aki ng pl ace.

Q M Translator, could you switch my mcrophone back on
qui ckly after because | have a | ong fuzzi ness which neans |
cannot ask a question. Let's just go back over that, please.

A After we've captured the ground, there was no mining

pl ace there. Al mning activities have stopped. So that was
why | said we opened it again.

Q Be careful about using "we." W want to be as precise

possi bl e about what happened. So there's no nmining. How was
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tell the Court, that the mning was opened?

A Well, the mining was opened by Sam Bockarie. Before he
opened the mning, he called a general neeting at the airstrip
whi ch both civilians and all the arnmed nen that were in Tongo,

they were all present. So when he went, then he told them

they want the nmining activities to start.
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Who told who?
Sam Bockari e.
Wre there any --
They told --

Were there any commanders for the SLAsS?

> O >» O » O

Yes, we had Captain Yanao Kati late. W had Lieutenant

Kamara. W all cane together from Daru. They were there

were there, a lot of them Some, | don't know
Q And go on, what happened at the neeting?
A So, at the neeting, he told themthat he wanted to

establish a mning. He wanted to establish a mning. But he

want that the mining be established in a way that each and

everybody will benefit fromit. How was it going to be done?

he advised the civilians to forma nmining conmittee.

Q Did you hear this being said?

A I was present at the neeting, yes, sir.

Q Try to remenber as accurately as possible what was said?
A He said the civilians should cone up with a mning

committee, which conprises of them that is the civilians, and
that they should have a chairman. Then anobng the arned nen he
identified Captain Yamao Kati and a few RUF commanders |ike

Victor Kallon, who was his bodyguard by then. He had a man

Manowa and others; he included themin the committee. He al so
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Page 86
t hey
you
15:49: 52
sai d
neeti ng,
oper at ed
15: 50: 19
have
have
15: 50: 50

Chi ef

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

SESAY ET AL

22 CCTCBER 2007 OPEN SESSI ON

asked themto set up a commttee. So the civilian comittees

wer e responsi bl e for washing the gravels that were dug, that

give to the RUF.

Q Was this said at the neeting or was this sonething that

learnt |ater about the commttee? Just stick with what was

was the point of the cormittee, at the neeting?

A Well, that is one of the issues discussed at the

and, after that, the follow ng i ssue was that he asked how the

m ni ng should be operated. That is, it is going to be

inapile system and it was agreed that it should be a
three-pile system
Q VWhat did that nean?

A That neans, for exanple, you, who is the funder, wll

a pile and the | abourers working in the pit, they too shal

a pile; that is all of them Then a pile should go to the RUF

novenent. That nakes it three piles.

Q And were there any pronminent civilians present at this
nmeeti ng?
A Yes. One of the pronminent civilians that | saw was
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Kini One, who was the town chief at Torkpornbu Geya. That

town within the Tonga township.

Q Can you spell that because | can't?

A Ki ni ?

Q No, not Kini, the town; the nane of the town?
A Torkpornmbu? |Is T-ORK-P-O R MB-U.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Wat was the nanme of the chief?
THE WTNESS: Hi s nane was Chief Kini One.
MR JORDASH:  Your Honour, sorry, to interrupt.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes.
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MR JORDASH: | don't know if it's just ne and John,

M Cammegh, but |I'mvery hot. | don't knowif the air

condi tioni ng has broken down.

JUDGE BOUTET: | have conpl ai ned about that already.

PRESI DING JUDGE: Is it working? |1'mfeeling hot too.

JUDGE BOUTET: It is everywhere. It was hot when we

back in the afternoon session, so | don't know if they shut

the system or what.
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MR JORDASH: It feels like it.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: But how do we sort this out because we
can't be working under these conditions. Wen it's not
functioning, it nakes the working conditions unbearable.

MR CEORCE: We have contacted FMJ, Your Honour, and they
said they were coning at 4.30

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Wy at 4. 30?

MR GEORGE: Well, | suspect they are waiting for the
af t ernoon break.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: The afternoon break, so what? We will

stay here to be roasting in heat? Supposing we adjourned and

went home, they will be the first to say that this Chanber is

del ayi ng proceedi ngs. Wen does the Chanber have to be guilty

their own mal functioning and total |ack of organisation?

let's see how far we go, M George.
MR JORDASH: Yes, certainly.

Q M Wtness, did anything el se happen at the neeting or

anyt hing el se discussed? W'Il| just hold on a second.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: M Jordash, please, can you take your
guestion agai n?

MR JORDASH:  Yes.

SCSL - TRI AL CHAMBER |
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Q Was anyt hing el se discussed at the neeting, M Wtness?
A No, | think that was the nost inportant they di scussed

t he neeti ng.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Chief Kini was in attendance at that
meet i ng?

THE W TNESS: Yes, sir, he was there.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: You called him Chief Kini the second

what was --
THE WTNESS: No, the first, the first.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: The first.
THE WTNESS: Chief Kini the first.
MR JORDASH:

Q Was it explained in the neeting what the overall purpose

the committee was?
A No. Well, the neeting actually was an open neeting, so

after the headlines | touch on, they never expl ained deeply

was the purpose of the mning, why they opened the m ning.

|later, they explained it later at the comittee neeting, where

there were only el ders.

Q When was the committee neeting? Wre you in the

meet i ng?



22 A Yes, | was there. The committee neeting, | was there.

23 witnessed it.
24 Q How |l ong after the first open neeting?
15: 55: 38 25 A Well, the next day, around 10 o'clock, 10 in the
nor ni ng,
26 because that very day they had to declare the m ning open
27 Q And what happened in that committee neeting?
28 A VWll, in that conmittee neeting --
29 Q Sorry, before | ask that question, who was at the
conmittee
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1 meet i ng?
2 A The conmmittee neeting, all nenbers of the committees,
t hat
3 is civilians who were appointed, were there, and al so both the
4 RUF and the SLA representatives were there.
15:56:21 5 Q And did you know the nanmes of any of the civilian
conmittee
6 menber s?
7 A Yes, | knew one or two or three. W had one called M
Abu

8 Kargbo, alias Short Abu, we had the chairman, who they called

9 Monpl eh, he hinself was there, and of course we had one
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M Darany, and one M Farmer who were all representing their
peopl e.

Q And Darany and Farmer, did they have positions within

conmuni ty?

A Committee? Well --

Q No, no. Community. Besides being on the committee, did
they have any positions within the Tongo community?

A Yes. Like that M Farmer I'mtalking of, he is conming

the ruling house, one of the forner ruling houses. The past

paranount chief election, he stood, only that he didn't win.

was one of the nenbers

Q How do you spell his nane, please?

A F-A-R-ME-R

Q And the other man you nentioned, Darany, how do you

hi s nanme?

A D-A-R A MY

Q And what was then discussed in the conmittee neeting?
A Wel |, before ever, after prayers, both in Christian and

Muslim Sam Bockarie told us that the purpose of the mning we

t hought shoul d be open was to --
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Q Sorry, can you go over that answer again so we can have

a bit nore clear, please?

A The purpose why they decided that they should start

one was that, as RUF had joined the SLAs, and at that tine

were paying the SLAs nonthly salaries --

Q Sorry, who was paying the SLAs a nonthly salary?

A The AFRC governnent.

Q Go on

A And the RUF were not getting salary, so they deened it

necessary that at least if they opened that mning, |et

go and try his luck, so that you will be able to upkeep your

famly. Then, two, to try to get fund for the AFRC

Those were the two reasons why -- which he gave.
Q And, go on.
A So, with that, in fact, that was why he said no soldier

shoul d keep any di anond, or the proceeds that will be got. So

trusted the civilians, so it was the civilians who were to

all the proceeds that they will get out of the piles, they

give the AFRC. So the chairman appoi nted who should -- they

appoi nted himto keep the dianonds, who was Monpleh. So that

how t he neeting ended and they decl ared the m ning open on
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particul ar day.

Q And are you able to say anything about the nining that

happened within the --
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Sorry, M Jordash, Monpleh, yes, you

tal ked about him Wio was he? Was he a civilian or a

THE W TNESS: He was a civilian. He was the chai rman of

the commttee which the civilians had forned.

MR JORDASH:
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Q You were there for two nore weeks, or just less than two

weeks; did you observe anything about the m ning before you

A Yes, the mning started. It was going on snoothly, so
left the mning actually on before going and that time CO

Mosquito had his bodyguards there. He was coming on and off

noni tor the mning, because by then he was based in Kenena.

Q D d you see any problens with the mining before you

A Well, the problemactually, before | left, | didn't --

there was not much probl em because it was goi ng on snoothly.
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was when | left, later on | |learned that Monpleh hid the
di anonds.
Q When you were in Tongo in that two weeks --

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: That Monpl eh did what?

THE WTNESS: He ran away with the di anonds.

JUDGE BQUTET: Wich dianonds did he run away w th?

THE W TNESS: The di anonds that they were gathering from
the piles which were given to the AFRC gover nnent.

JUDGE BOUTET: | thought you had said there were three
piles; one pile for the finder [sic], one pile for the workers

and one pile for the RUF. Now you're talking of a pile for

AFRC.
THE W TNESS: Yes. Wen | tal k about RUF, that was the

junta tinme. It was both the RUF and the AFRC that were

in the same way; that's what | neant.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: But you said that the RUF was -- and

committee -- was entitled to the di amonds because they were

paid. They were not paid, so they had to take the benefit.

SLA sol diers were paid, and the pile which you nmentioned which

was to go to finance the AFRC government.

SCSL - TRI AL CHAMBER |
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THE WTNESS: Yes, sir. Those were the three piles.

pile of course -- ny head -- but there were three-pile system

they introduced. One pile for the expenditure, that is, you

i s spending on the pitch because you have to take out npbney to

buy petrol and other things to bale the water that was coning

fromthere. Now you who is doing that, you have one pile.

you have the | abourers, who were actually doing the manua

They were hol ding the shovel. They dig and they renove the

and it will cone out. They also had one pile. Then the other
pile, it was to go to the AFRC/RUF. That's the junta for
f undi ng.
VR JCORDASH:
That's the governnent you refer to?
A Yes, yes.
Q And --

JUDGE BOUTET: But you also said that this nmoney was to,

addition to what Justice Itoe said, he said that this was to
provide funds for the nmovenment. VWhich novenent are we tal king
about now, the AFRC novenent, the RUF novenent? | mean --

THE W TNESS: The AFRC. The AFRC

JUDGE BOUTET: So when you used the word "novenment" now,

you meant the AFRC?
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THE W TNESS: Yes, sir, because this was the junta

The two groups are joined together.

JUDGE BOQUTET: kay; | just want to understand what you

sayi ng. Thank you.

MR JORDASH:
Q And Monpl eh had taken di anonds from where?
A He ran away with themy | didn't know where he went.
SCSL - TRI AL CHAMBER |
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Q And the dianonds that he ran away with, where were they

supposed to have been? Where were they supposed to go?

A Wel |, according to the agreenent in the neeting, after

had col |l ected those di anbnds, when Sam Bockari e comes, when

day he visits there, he, Mnpleh, should hand over these

to Sam Bockari e and Sam Bockarie would turn them over to

Paul Koroma. That was what he said in the neeting.
Q Okay. Before you left Tongo, did you observe anyt hing

about the nmovenent of civilians within Tongo?

A Yes, | left alot of civilians there. They were doing



11 busi ness. Some were selling cooked rice. There were many

12 civilian popul ation
13 Q After you left Tongo, do you know anyt hi ng about the
14 di amond mni ng there?
16: 07: 45 15 A After | left Tongo, | never knew any other thing about -

16 and | didn't go there again.

17 Q Thank you. Now, let ne take you to the intervention
18 You're in Daru?
19 A Yes.

16: 08: 05 20 Q Did you hear about Sam Bockarie in Kenenm, what was

21 happeni ng there?

22 A Yes, | knew that Sam Bockarie was in Kenema. | heard it

23 and | knew and | was getting information about what was
happeni ng

24 t here.

16: 08: 27 25 Q What was happening there, according to the information

you

26 recei ved?

27 A Well, at one time, because every day civilians trave
from

28 Daru to Kenema. At one tine they told us that Sam Bockarie
had

29 executed three nmen for stealing, because they stole. So their

SCSL - TRI AL CHAMBER |
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corpse were lying on the Iine. And at another tine they said

Bockari e had fired, had shot sone of his officers because they
said they | ooted at the Bondo bush. So the wonen all cane
toget her and they were crying towards Sam Bockari e.

Q Sorry. Go ahead.

A So that was how t hings were happening. W would get the

i nformati on.

Q How far was or is Daru from Kenema?

A Daru is about 42 mles.

Q D d you hear about the nen fromthe AFRC | eaving

A Yes. W usually hear they were com ng towards the
provi nces.

Q And did you see Sam Bockarie after the fall of Kenema?
A Yes, he passed through Daru when Kenerma had fallen. He

passed through Daru to go to Buedu. Kailahun, Buedu. He net

at Daru on that particul ar day.

Q VWhat did you observe when he arrived? Who did he arrive
wi t h?
A He arrived with his fanmily and even one Lebanese woman

was called Manmy Tok Tok with a lot of civilians who were in

vehicle; there were nany.

Q Who were the civilians he arrived with; did you know

A I remenber sone. He canme with his nother and sone
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promi nent people, |ike one Alhaji was there, whomthey cal

Al haji for attend the nosque, the man for attend the nobsque.

They all cane. |In fact, it was fromwe, we asked for escort,

be escorted to Liberian border so that they would go to

Q Who asked for that?

A Sam Bockari e asked for escort for that Lebanese woman,
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Mamry Tok Tok, and the chief imam for the Temme nobsque in

Q Who did he ask to escort those people to the --

A He asked Captain Denis Lansana, who was the RUF

at Daru Barracks, for himto provide escort for these people.

Q And how many civilians do you think were with hi mwhen
saw hi nf
A There were many, because they cane with trucks, other

vehi cl es, vans, and when they cane, they were passing Daru,

never stopped. They would go to Bo, Kail ahun and Buedu

Q And what was the state of the civilians who were there?
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A Wel |, sone were pani cked because sone of them were not

to that, really. They were never used to that type of

Q What type of situation?

A That is, they never left Freetown or eneny attacked them

left their places abruptly like that and begin to run, run

runni ng away from enenies.

Q How were the civilians being treated when you saw t hem

Sam Bockari e?
A Well, the civilians |ooked all right, because nobody

harassed them because nost of them came and passed through

and, even in Daru, Daru was not too safe by then. So they

passed and went towards Kail ahun Buedu, or sone went to the
bor der.

Q Do you know why the |ikes of Mammy Tok and ot her

had | eft Kenema? Did you discover that?

A Yes. They said they were afraid for their lives

if they had remained there, they had al ready been associ at ed

the junta, the RUF and AFRC boys that were there. And that if

they remai ned there, the CDF cane, and the ECOMOG, definitely

SCSL - TRIAL CHAMBER |
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they would be killed. They would be badly treated. So that

why they were afraid. That was why they foll owed Sam

Q And you were based in Daru; were you at the barracks at
this point?
A No, | was in town.
Q And when you'd seen Sam Bockarie, did you go anywhere or
did Sam Bockarie go anywhere?
A Yes, he left ne there, and he advanced for Kail ahun.
Q Wth who?
A Wth the securities and all those that came with him
MR DUMBUYA: Your Honours, sorry to interrupt, but our
client wants to be excused for a noment.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: That's okay.
MR JCORDASH:

Q What happened to the civilians that M Bockarie cane

did you observe where they went, besides the ones who were
escorted to the border?

A Some went to Buedu, others went to Kailahun. They

around those areas.
Q Were they given any instructions about where they should
go?

A Well, that | can't tell now, because | was not with them
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when they started their journeys.

Q Ckay. Do you know how many civilians were taken

to the border?

A The ones that | saw, that was Mammy Tok Tok, and his
famly, | think there were four in their car, and that Al haji,
the chief imamfor Temme nosque, he, they were two. So | wll

say there were six | saw. But other civilians followed | ater

SCSL - TRI AL CHAMBER |

SESAY ET AL

22 OCTOBER 2007 OPEN SESSI ON

Q Wi ch other civilians followed | ater?

A When Daru fell later, nost of the civilians within that

and they crossed with a lot of SLAs. They went across. They
went across the Liberian border to the Liberian border

Q When was that in relation to the time when you saw

with Mammy Tok?

A After they had passed, but it was about -- nearly a

bef ore that happened because, as | said it, Daru itself was

pressure by then. It was not too safe again because all the

other armed nen from Kenema, the SLA and the RUF, they all had
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retreated. They were based at Daru. So there was problemin
Daru, you see? So people were going towards the border, they

were crossing, not until when ECOMOG advanced on Daru. So

of the civilians had already gone, and even the governnent

the SLAs who were with us, a |lot of them had crossed. They

to Liberia.

Q How was it the civilians were able to cross into CGui nea

sorry, into Liberia?

A Well, you see, Liberia, you don't need to cross a boat

be a vehicle; it's just a matter of walking. It is on |and.

only thing all you know, the Liberian security, they see you

they verify you, they will take you and cross you over. But
there was no other obstacle |ike Guinea where you have water.
Q WAs there within that first nmonth any prohibition on who
coul d | eave across that border?

A Yes. Wthin the first nonth, because Sam Bockarie sent
order at Bomaru, which was the nmain area to say any armed nan
should not cross or, if he is going, he should not go with the

arns because we needed the arns to fight. That was the
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i nstructions.

Q What about prohibition in relation to civilians in that
first nonth; was there any?

A No, nobody stopped a civilian.

Q After the --

A Even after that nobody stopped the civilians. They were

free to go.

Q And did you stay in Daru or did you go el sewhere?

A After Daru had fallen, | retreated. | canme to Baina
Q And did you stay there?

A Yes, | was there.

Q Do you know, or were you aware of anything in relation

the men bei ng pushed out of Freetown? Did you hear any of it

it was happeni ng?

A Where, in Freetown?
Q Yes. \Were you receiving any news as it was happeni ng?
A Yes. At that tinme the news we heard was from BBC and we

heard news fromfield radio. You will find out that by then

had nmen, our brothers, who were coning from Freetown, they

trying to come towards Bo and Kenenma but were unable. So they
had to go -- to go around and then to go and pass by Kono.

Certain informati ons were neeting us as things were

Q Did you hear -- well, can you recall what you heard?
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A Yes. | renenber at one occasi on when Kenema fell, that

the tinme they said our brothers had already come to Bo, they

within the interimitself M Sesay, he was wounded, so he was

trying to come. So he has gone towards the Makeni axis. He

through to Makeni to Kono in trying to cone.

Q Did you hear of his arrival in Kailahun?
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A Yes, | heard about his arrival in Kailahun.

Q D d you hear about where he was in Kailahun, shortly
arriving?

A Yes, they said he was in Buedu.

Q Did you hear about -- anything about where he went after
Buedu?

A Well, at that particular tine really, | only knew that

was i n Buedu because during that tinme we were under serious

pressure fromthe front line, so | could not tell, really.
Q Do you know where he was after Buedu, w thin 19987
A Yes. Later | learnt that he was transferred, sent to

Pendenbu; from Buedu he went to Pendenbu.
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Q Now, let's try to understand when this was. You saw Sam

Bockarie in early 1998. Do you know when it was you saw him

Dar u?

A ‘98 --

Q Do you know t he nonth?

A Sam Bockari e?

Q Yes, the nonth you saw Sam Bockarie -- bless you

A Sam Bockarie, | saw Sam Bockarie around February in
because Daru fell in March. |t was at the peak of the dry
that Daru fell. Around February we were there; even Sam

came there. Even when he came to base at Buedu, he used to

to visit Daru once in a while.

Q And when did M Sesay cone to base in Pendenbu in

to that?

THE | NTERPRETER: Your Honours, can | earned counse

repeat the question?

MR JCORDASH:
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Q Sorry, M Wtness, wait there. Do you recall when it

M Sesay canme to base in Pendenbu? Don't guess. |If you don't

know, you don't know.

A No.
Q What did he cone to Pendenbu to do; do you know?
A VWl l, the commander, with whom| was, told us that |ssa

came there on puni shnent.

Q Who was the comrander who told you that?

A My commander, ny battalion conmander, Kanb Kaneh, or
Col onel Eagle. That was his nicknane.

Q What, if anything, did Eagle say --

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Kanp who?

THE W TNESS: Kaneh

MR JORDASH:

Q What di d Kaneh say about this punishment?

He said Issa was on puni shnent because Msquito gave him
sone dianonds to take to Liberia. Issa returned and said the
di anonds had fallen or they were stolen fromhim So it was
based on that grounds that |ssa was punished. That was why he
was sent to the front |ine.

Q And the front Iine at that point that he was sent to

enconpassed whi ch pl aces?

A You had Bai ma, Kuiva, Mbai and |ater Jojoinma.

Q Well, did you see M Sesay in Pendenbu?

A Yes; | used to meet himthere.

Q Were you close to Issa Sesay as a friend or as a fellow
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A Yeah. Issa, | was very xxxxx to Issa; nore than all the

ot her conmanders.
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Q How often did you see himduring this tinme?

Well, during that time | don't see himfrequently,

if | want to go to the rear, then | will obtain a pass. He

responsi ble to approve the pass at Pendenbu before I go. That
was how | normally neet him

Q It may seem obvious to you, but what was it about being

the front line that was a puni shnent ?
A Well, in that sense, nobst of your novenent wll be
curtail ed because if you are in the front line your main

concentration is at the eneny, you see, so your life is at

Q And what was |ssa Sesay's assignnent title?

A Wi |l e he was in Pendenbu?

Q Yes.

A Well, he was our overall conmander for us who were in
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battalions that | have just called; he was responsible for us

directly.

Q Did he have a title?

A Yes, he had a title.

Q What was his title?

A He was BFI

Q And as you saw his role, what was he doing?

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Let me be sure of what BFl --
battle-field inspector or instructor? What is it?

THE WTNESS: Battle front inspector

MR JORDASH:
Q What did his role involve; as you saw it or heard about
A Well, he was responsible for the welfare of those

or the particular front line that |I've nmentioned. He ensured

that the fighters are confortable and they concentrate on the
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battle, and that the fighters stick in their various

areas. |If there are any lapses in the front line or any area,



3 ensures that he beefed it up. |If there is a lack of manpower
he

4 will send a reinforcenent. He was there to ensure that,
really,

16:32:32 5 that particular front |ine keeps on going. So that was his

6 responsibility.

7 Q And where were the civilians |ocated around these front

8 line areas? Were were the main civilian centres?

9 A VWll, in the areas where we were at Baim, in Bainma Town
16: 33:16 10 there were no civilians, but we had civilians at Mandu Tawahun

11 whi ch was about five mles from Bai ma and Pendenbu; up to

12 Kai | ahun there were civilians.

13 Q What about Pendenbu?

14 A There were civilians in Pendenbu.
16: 33: 47 15 Q Did you go to Pendenbu whil st |ssa Sesay was there?
16 A Yes, | normally go there, especially if | want to obtain
a
17 pass to go and visit ny famly at Buedu. But |'ve never left
18 Baima to say let me go and visit nmy commander or friend. No.
19 Q Do you know if M Sesay had any other responsibilities
at
16: 34: 24 20 that tinme, besides supervising these front |ines?
21 A Yes. Even the civilians within that area, he al so
ensured
22 that they are confortable as well as the fighters. He was
23 responsible for both civilians and the soldiers at base.
24 Q How do you know this?
16: 35: 06 25 A Because even the G5 who was there, he normally woul d
report

26 to him
27 Q So were there units within the Pendenbu front |ine area

28 commanded by Sesay?
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Q What were the units?
A We had alnost all the units: G, 1O you have MPs,

They were all there.

Q Where was MP Jal | oh?
A MP Jal | oh was based i n Pendenbu.
Q Are you able to say anything about -- no, before | ask

question, Bainma, Kuiva and Mbai and these front |ine areas,

there units there or any agents of the unit?
A Yes, they had agents there. Al the units had agents on
the various front I|ines.

Q And these agents in these front |ines, do you know who

reported to?
A They were reporting directly to their inmedi ate bosses,

their imedi ate conmanders. Like, while we were in Baim, we

MP commander for Baima, but he was reporting directly to

O Jal | ey.
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O Jalley? M O Jalloh?

MP O Jal | oh, yes, at Pendenbu, Pendenbu headquarters.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: MP O Jalley reported to who?

THE WTNESS: Then OJalley will report to Issa while he
was at base.

VR JORDASH:
Q Where was the overall G5?

MR JORDASH: Ch, | notice the tine, Your Honour.

THE WTNESS: The overall G5 was in Buedu during that

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: W shall rise for the short break.

Chanmber will rise, please.
[Break taken at 4.34 p.m]

[ RUF220CT07d - MD]
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[ Upon resuming at 5.06 p. m]
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes, M Jordash.
MR JORDASH. Thank you.
Q You told us that the overall G5 commander was in Buedu
during the time that Sesay was in Pendenbu; is that correct?

A Yes.
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Q And the overall |DU commander,

A He was in Kail ahun but

Q And where was the other overall
exanpl e?

A Gl Kosia was in Buedu. Then the overall

hi nsel f was i n Buedu.

where was he?

| ater he came to Pendenbu.

Q Who was that, please?
A It was Kai suku.
Q And who did, as far as you are aware,

unit conmanders,

the overall

commanders report to, during this period of tinme?

A They were reporting to Sam Bockari e.
Q How do you know t hat ?
A They were based with himdirectly,

adm ni stration, he had nore

Gl, for

MP commander

unit

and according to his

or less to do with the overall

nmen.
Q Sorry, it didn't come through very clearly that. What
you mean about the junior nen?

A VWhat | nmeant, he had nore dealings with the overalls,
the other commanders. That is the unit commanders.

Q Do you know i f the unit conmanders reported -- do you

if the overall unit comuanders reported?

A Once nore.

Q Do you know i f the overall

SCSL -
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anyone else, in this period?

A Wl |, Sam Bockarie was the conmander by then. He was

overal |l commander for RUF, so they were reporting directly to
hi m

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Do you know whet her they reported to

ot her person?
THE WTNESS: No
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Pl ease answer the question. Listen to

the question and answer it. You have already told us that

reported directly to Sam Bockari e because Sam Bockari e

to work directly with themthan to pass through other
subordi nat es or other commanders.
MR JORDASH:

Q You' ve told us about Eagle being your commander; who did

report to?

A He was reporting to M Issa Sesay, who was the i nmediate
conmander by then.

Q Do you know who the commander from Kuiva reported?

A BFI. Well, we were all at the sane reporting channel

all report to BFlI; that is Issa.
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Q Thank you. Did you have access to a radio; you

A | don't have direct access to a radio but | sonetines

my influence with the operator, if | wanted to send a nessage

ny famly.
Q Do you know where Superman was at this point in time?
A Superman was in Kono.
Q Do you know who the top conmander was in Kono at this
A It was Superman. He was the top conmander
Q Do you know who Supernan reported to?
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A Yes, he reported to Sam Bockarie at Buedu.
Q Did he report to anyone el se?
A No.
Q You said that with confidence; why do you say it with

confi dence?

A Because Supernman had no direct link with anyone, except

Bockarie. Because at tines Sam Bockarie would invite himto

to Buedu and only two of themw Il meet and discuss in canera.
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So that is why | have the confidence to say this.

Q D d you hear any commruni cati ons between Sam Bockarie and
Supermman on the radi 0?

A Yes. At one tinme | nonitored while he was asking the

opi ni on of Superman concerning the enemes, that is the

while they were |aunching in our own area. So he asked

Superman' s opi nion, so they discussed directly.

Q D d you hear any communi cati on between Sesay and
A No, | never heard that.
Q Did you know or were you told that they were or were not

conmuni cati ng?

A Never had the operator told ne that |ssa and Supernan

communi cat ed

Q Do you know i f M Sesay had anything to do with

on an official level, with any RUF or SLA comrander in Kono at

this tinme?

A No i dea about that.

Q Did you ever speak to M Sesay about anything to do with
t hat ?

A No.

Q Do you know whet her Sesay went to Buedu after he'd been
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sent to Pendenbu as a puni shnent ?
A No, | have no idea about that. He was just there in
Pendenbu, undergoi ng his puni shnent.

Q D d you hear Sesay conmunicating with anyone on the

besi des those commanders you've told us about, during this

of puni shnent ?
A No, | never heard anything |like that, except for ny own
commander s.

Q Did you attend any nmeetings in Buedu during this period

Sesay' s puni shrent ?
A No, | never attended any mneeting there.

Q You spoke about MP Jalloh reporting to Sesay. Do you

what the contents of those reports were?
A Well, he usually report to himabout the day-to-day

security observations that he nade within M Issa's

areas, and --
Q And?
A -- and even if at tines, if there is anyone who has done

somet hing bad, that individual will be investigated, and

is responsible to give this report about the findings, about

that person has done.

Q Now, in relation to Kono and the events in Kono, did you
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recei ve any news about what was happening in Kono during the

of Sesay's puni shnment ?

A Wel |, actually, the -- except by news, the radio

woul d tell us what obtains in those areas at tinmes. Sonetines

woul d gat her information about that.

Q D d you hear anything about a man call ed Savage, and

you to think carefully about what you heard at that tinme. D d
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you hear about Savage?
A Yes, | heard about Savage in Kono. That is when they

were -- it was Savage who was responsible for the SLAs in

They were the top comranders in Kono. Wen they burnt down

on their way retreating, going towards Kabala axis, so as to

a jungle in Kabala. So that was the tinme | heard about him

he I ed the troop to Kabal a.

Q Did you hear anything el se about Savage during the time

Sesay' s puni shrent in Pendenbu?



17:24:17 10 A Wel |, yes, because in the interim they said while they
11 were goi ng they opened the bank in Kono. Those were the few

12 things that | heard. W never heard the full detailed

13 i nformation about Kono.

14 Q D d you becone aware of Supernman coming to visit
Bockari e?

17:25: 03 15 A Yes.

16 Q Were you present during that neeting?

17 A No, | was not present.

18 Q Do you know who was present?
A 19 A Well, really, | cannot tell because | was not in Buedu
y

17: 25:24 20 that tinme; | was in Baim

21 Q Do you know where Sesay was around that tine?

22 A Sesay was in Pendenbu.

23 Q Sorry, if you can just give ne a nonent, |'ve | ost

24 sonething. Yes. Let ne ask you this: In Pendenbu, did Issa

17:26: 33 25 Sesay have any sexual relationships, that you knew about ?

26 A Apart fromhis wfe, no.

27 Q Did you hear about the killing of a I|arge nunber of
al | eged

28 Kamaj or s?
| 29 A Yes. At that time | was in Daru, | heard about that.
t
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took place in Kail ahun.

Q Do you know where Sesay was at the tinme when you heard
news?
A At that time, Sesay was in Freetown. At that tine,

was in Freetown axis. Sam Bockarie was in Kenena by then.

Q During the tine Sesay was in Pendenbu as a puni shnent,

you know if he left the country or not?
A I can't recall that he left the country, no.

Q What did the GL do, M Wtness, in 1998; what was the

of the G1?

A Well, the GL was responsible for the base and, at the

time, they fornmed the War Council and the Gl was a nenber of

War Council. So he had a role that he played. These are sone

the roles that he played. They were there to advise Sam

Bockarie, their |eader.

Q Was there a training base in Kailahun in 1998?

A Yes, there was a training base. It was |ocated at

Q Do you know who the training commandant was?

A It was CO Moni ca Pearson.

Q And do you know who she reported to?

A Well, they were reporting to the key 1 -- GL. [If they

encounter any problem the GL would order to Sam



23 Q Sorry? |f they encountered any problem --

24 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: You said Monica Pearson was the
commander

17:29: 41 25 of what?

26 MR JORDASH
27 Q The training base
28 A The training base, yes, sir.
29 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: At Bununbu?
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1 THE WTNESS: Yes, sir. Bunumbu, yes, sir.
2 MR JORDASH. Sorry, there was a problem | think, with
t he
3 transl ation, or maybe not. |If there was a probl em what
happened;
4 what did you just say?
17:30:20 5 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: She was answerable to? She reported
to
6 who, to use your | anguage?
7 THE W TNESS: She was reporting to the GL
8 MR JORDASH:
9 Q Who did the GL report to?
17:30: 25 10 A The GL will then forward the case to Sam Bockari e.

11 Q How do you know this?



12 A That chain of command exi sted since the start of the

13 revolution. It's an ongoing process. That was why the base,
t he

14 GlL and the | eader, who was there by then, they were solely

17:30: 54 15 responsi ble for the training base.

16 Q And you say this existed throughout; is that right?
17 A Vell, up until 1999, yes, they were there.
18 Q And why was it that the GL reported directly to the
| eader ?
19 Was there a reason for that? Do you know of a reason?
17:31: 36 20 A Really, | don't have much idea on that. | don't know
t he
21 reason why.
22 Q Do you know what was happeni ng on the Bununbu base?
23 A Vell, at tines, whatever obtains there, we will know.
24 Q And how woul d you know t hat ?
17:32: 05 25 A Well, in nost cases, like, | can recall a case we were
at
26 Bai ma, CO Mosquito sent for the commander. He said he should
27 send one person to represent our battalion, on a case that
A 28 happened at the base which was under investigation, and that
t he
) 29 people were to be court-martial ed, so they sent a person and
e
SCSL - TRI AL CHAMBER |
SESAY ET AL
Page 111

22 OCTOBER 2007 OPEN SESSI ON



know

17: 33: 05

Sankoh.

unit;

and

do?

t he

SO,

why

t he

by

17:33: 40

m

17:34: 17

17: 34:51

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

went there and he gave the report and, on return, he too would

report to us at the battalion. So, that was how we cane to

what obtains at the base.

Q Do you know what the Bl ack Guards were?

Yes, the Black Guards were the securities to Foday

They are his bodyguards. That is the nane of his bodyguard

Bl ack Guards.

Q And when Foday Sankoh was out of the country, in 1998

1999, who did the Black Guards -- what did the Bl ack Guards

A Well, they are a special unit, on their own, trained by

Pa. They were directly reporting to him Sonmetines the Bl ack

Guards could stay with commanders to nonitor the activities

in the absence of the Pa, they were on their own. That was

they, too, had their overall commander, and he will assign

to their various targets, so that was how they operated.

Q Do you know i f they reported to anyone in 1998 or 19997
Vell, let's start with 1998?

A Well, in "98, they were not reporting to anyone. Like,
they will only report to the overall, their overall commander

That was his own rol e because there was no one who they wll

forward a report to because, |ike, Sam Bockarie, who was there



22 then, he had his own securities. Except the overall, the
Bl ack

23 Guard overall commander, if he observed that there is anything

24 that he coul d advi se Sam Bockarie on, then he would do that.
SO,

17:35: 29 25 that was the role that they played.

26 Q Do you know where Peleto was in 19987
27 A Peleto, the last time | saw him was in Freetown.
28 Q No, in 1998, do you know where he was?
29 A No. Really, no.
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1 Q In 1998, did you ever hear himreporting to anyone in
2 Kai | ahun?
" 3 THE | NTERPRETER: Can the | earned counsel please repeat
is
4 question?
17:36:16 5 MR JORDASH
6 Q In 1998, did you hear Peleto reporting on the radio to
7 anyone in Kail ahun?
8 A He was not speaking over the radio in 1998.
9 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Right, M Jordash, I'mafraid it's
5. 30.
17:37:02 10 MR JORDASH. If it assists, |'ve got about 20 minutes

| eft.
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PRESI DI NG JUDGE:  No,

MR JCORDASH:

PRESI DI NG JUDGE:  Yes.

no, no.

I mean for tonorrow.

The Chanber will

resune the session tonorrow at 9. 30

EXH BI TS:

rise. We'll

[ Wher eupon the hearing adjourned at 5.30

to be reconvened on Tuesday,

Oct ober 2007 at 9.30 a.m]
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