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5 NOVEMBER 2007 OPEN SESSI ON

1 [ RUFOSNOVO7A - MD|

2 Monday, 5 Novemnber 2007

3 [ Open sessi on]

4 [ The accused present]

5 [ Upon conmencing at 9.45 a.m]

6 [ The witness entered court]

7 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Good norning, |earned counsel. |

8 we are set to start our proceedings for this norning, and

9 M Jordash, | see a new witness.

10 MR JORDASH. That's right.

11 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Facing off squarely this norning.
12 MR JORDASH: DI S-149, Your Honour

13 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: DI S-149

14 MR JORDASH: Who will give evidence in Krio

15 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: And this will be your 13th w t ness?
16 MR JORDASH:  Your Honour, yes.

17 W TNESS: DI S 149

18 [ The wi tness answered through interpreter]
19 EXAM NED BY MR JCORDASH:
20 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes, M Jordash, you nay proceed.
21 MR JORDASH. May | apply to go into a closed session for

22 mnutes, just to deal with the prelininaries, and then | would
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29

hope not to have to go back into cl osed session?

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Court Managenent --

MR CEORCE: Yes, sir.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: -- would you please go into cl osed
session --

MR CEORCE: Yes.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: -- for M Jordash to make his

SCSL - TRIAL CHAMBER |
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[At this point in the proceedings, a portion of the

transcript, pages 4 to 21, was extracted and seal ed under

separate cover,

as the proceeding was heard in a cl osed
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[ Open sessi on]
MR GEORGE: The Court is in open session

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes. Since there is some uncertainty

to whether we will nove in and out, | reserve the ruling unti

when we will consider it appropriate to deliver the ruling on

cl osed session application

M Jordash, you nmay proceed with exam nation-in-chief in
the open session, please.

MR JORDASH: Thank you, Your Honour.
Q M Wtness, we are in an open session, so, avoid saying
anyt hi ng which mght identify you.
A Okay.
Q Now, | want to take you to Mende Bui ma, when you were
captured. Could you just briefly explain howthis was done?
A Wel |, when we were captured they took us to Mende Bui na

W were there for nine nonths, so they said that everyone

go to the base.
Q But, sorry, would you repeat that |ast sentence, please?

A W were there up to nine nonths when we were taken to

Bui ma, so, on a particular day, the arnmed nen cane. They were

patrolling --
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PRESI DI NG JUDGE: You were at where, up to nine nonths;
wher e?
THE W TNESS: Mende Bui ma, when we were captured.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Now, you nentioned a place where you

you were captured. That was about -- did you say 100 netres

the Mba? Do you -- does that place have a specific naneg,

you were captured by the arned nen and taken to the river

you crossed to Mende Buima? Do you -- does that place have a

SCSL - TRIAL CHAMBER |
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name?
THE WTNESS: Yes, sir. That was ny village. Kangana.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: You were captured from Kangama and

to --
THE WTNESS: Yes, sir.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: -- to the crossing?
THE WTNESS: Yes, sir.
MR JORDASH:
Q Do you know why, or did you observe the reason for why

were taken fromyour village to Mende Bui na?

A Wl |, after they had crossed over with us, the only

they gave to us was that the soldiers were advanci ng towards
Manowa, and they did not want any civilians to be in the bush,
that they would kill, so that was why they were noving from
villages to villages; going to the bushes to find civilians.
That was the reason they gave to us.

Q And in Mende Buina the fighters were from which places
whi ch countries; did you observe?

A Well, later on we found out because the | anguage they

spoke, they said they were G o people. They said they were

Li beri a.



22 Q Now, how were you treated in Mende Buima by the
Li beri ans?

23 A They were really treating us bad.
24 Q Now, you've told us about being taken to the Kail ahun
o 25 traini ng base; were other people taken to the Kail ahun

training

26 base?

27 A Yes. They took a |l ot of people there.

28 Q Were you and the others pernitted to | eave?

29 A To | eave where?

SCSL - TRIAL CHAMBER |
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Q The training base?

A Well, at the end of the two nonths, they went.

Q During the two nonths?

A Whet her they allowed us to | eave?

Q Yes.

A No. Nobody was -- nobody wanted to stay in the base.

fact, we were all happy that we were goi ng back, when they

us we were |eaving today.

Q Were you taught any ideol ogy on the base?

A Yes.

Q What were you taught, just briefly?

A Well, one, they said the war that had had happened was

because of denpbcracy, and the laws involved in the war, that

i ndi vi dual should not rape a woman; you should not grab a

and lie with her. You should not do that.
Q Any ot her | aws?

A Yes. They said whatever an individual took, you should

for it. You should not take it by force from anyone, and they

said we should respect our elders, especially the civilians

the chiefs; anyone who was a chief should be respected; and
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sai d no one shoul d steal

anybody,

hi mor her politely.

whet her you knew hi m before or not,

in the base

Q

and everyone shoul d speak politely

you shoul d speak

These were sonme of the | aws that

And after you left the base did there cone a tinme when

Li berians left?

A

Q
A

Yes.

Where were you when the Liberians |eft?

was at Mende Bui na.
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Q Did you observe how the laws that you'd learnt at the

were inplenmented after the Liberians |left?

A Repeat the question.

Q Did you, in Mende Buina, observe how the laws that you'd
| earnt at the base were inplenented after the Gos, the

Li berians, had left?

A Yes.

Q How were they inplemented in Mende Buinma after the

Li berians had left?

A Well, in Mende Buima, after the G o had |eft, anyone who
stole, if he was a fighter, they would arrest him They woul d
judge him If it was true that he had stolen, they woul d beat
hi m up and, wherever he was, they would renmove himfromthat

pl ace and send himto another place. And if the stolen goods

were in his hand, they would take it fromhimand give it to

owner. That happened in the case of Foday Kakpo, who stole

a | ady.

Q Sl ow down. Foday Kakpo.
A Kakpo.

Q Who was Foday Kakpo.

A Kakpo.

Q Can you spell that?
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A K- A-K-P-O
[ RUFO5NOVO7B - J9]
Q Was he an RUF?
A Yes. Yes.
Q Where was he based?
A He was in Baima. He left there and went to Mende Bui ma

he went into this woman's farm and he stole the woman's corn.

SCSL - TRI AL CHAMBER |
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they reported him Before he left the farmhe net his

on the way and they saw the corn with himand they took it

hi m
Q D d anyt hi ng happen to hin?

A Well, they beat himup. They gave orders and they beat

up. They renoved the corn fromhimand they gave it back to

worman because the commander, CO Foday, said that this was one

the | aws --

THE | NTERPRETER:  Your Honours, can the witness go sl ow.
VR JCORDASH:

M Wtness, sorry; two sentences, then pause.

Ckay.

Now, go over your |ast answer, please.

> O > O

kay. They held himafter they had judged him they

out it was true, so they renoved the corn from hi mand beat

up.

Q Were you having anything to do with allegations of crine

Mende Bui ma?

A No. Mende Buima, no. Except for stealing, they used to
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arrest the people.

Q What about you in the job you told us you had; did you

anything to do with investigations or allegations of crine?
A Wel |, at Mende Buima no serious investigation was on

concerning crines, except sonmebody cones and reports that they

had stolen fromhimor her. Apart fromthat, until | |eft
pl ace, there was no serious crine about -- case about that.
Q Do you know the termjoint security, joint security
A Yes.

Q Was there a joint security unit in Mende Bui ma?

SCSL - TRI AL CHAMBER |
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A No.

Q Was there any around Mende Bui ma?

A No. There were MPs at the gates, but the joint

the personnel were not in Mende Buinma, to say that they were a
joint security personnel
Q Were you working on a day-to-day in Mende Bui na?

Yes. At dawn, if sonebody reports to the comrander, he

woul d call ne and | would go there, I would find out.
Q Find out what?
A About the reports that they had made. [f, for instance,

have a problemwith a person, if two women had a di spute and

men had a dispute, they will cone with a report because at

time no joint security were at the gate. |, nyself, Jusu

and two other nen would call -- summon the two parties, talk

them and we woul d give them advice and they woul d go and they

will settle things.

Q Did you have anything to do with marital relationships?
A No. In Mende Buima | did not do that.

Q Just to be clear, did you do that in any other place?
A Yes.



cases

Pendenbu,

j oi nt

Lansana,

| eft

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

Q Where was that?

Vll, we did marital cases at Gema, we did narital
at Pendenbu.
Q When you say you did narital cases in G ema and

can you explain a little further, please?

A Yes. G enm, there was a | ady who was Meto, but they

in Gago, four mles to Gema. But it was at G enma that the

security was based. So she had her husband who was Pa

so -- and since she was a Meto and she | oved the fighter and

SCSL - TRI AL CHAMBER |
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1 her husband, so we received the information at G enmn.
2 Q Can | just stop you there. Mento is who?
3 A She was a | ady.
4 Q And she was married to?
5 A Pa Lansana.
6 Q And di d anyt hi ng happen?
7 A Meto |oved a fighter, who was Kall on Nabi eu.
8 Q N-A-B-1-E-U, | think?
9 A Yes.
10 Q Go on.
11 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Kal | on who? Nabi eu?
12 MR JORDASH:
13 Q How do you spell that, M Wtness?
14 A Kallon, K-A-L-L-O N Kallon Nabieu.
15 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Spel | Nabi eu.
16 THE WTNESS: N A-B-I1-E-U
17 MR JORDASH:
18 Q Go on.
b 19 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes, what happened between Kall on
ieu

20 and Mento? Is it Mento or Menta? Mento?
21 A Ment o.
22 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes, what happened?

23 THE W TNESS: Mento, who was -- was the wife of Pa
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Lansana - -
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: W heard that. W heard that.

THE WTNESS: -- was in love with Kall on Nabi eu who was

fighter.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Mmhmm We heard that.

THE WTNESS: So after we received the information, we

SCSL - TRIAL CHAMBER |
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deci ded to send someone to go to find out because they said

had a di spute over the night.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE:  Yes.

THE WTNESS: It was not |ong before Pa Lansana cane.

made the report and he said his wife Meto, he had realised

he was in love with --

THE | NTERPRETER:  Your Honours, | did not get that I|ast

bi t.
MR JORDASH:
Q Repeat the | ast sentence, please, M Wtness.
A It was not | ong before we had planned to send sonebody

find out when Pa Lansana cane. He nade the report that his

that he understood that his wife was in love with Kall on

who was a fighter, and the wonan had decided to | eave him
Q Go on.

A. So we sent -- we sent for Meto. She canme. The Gb

Met o and she cane. So the MP, they canme with Kallon because
Kall on was at the gates at Genma. W asked the lady, and she
said that she was in love with Kallon and Kallon too accepted

that Meto was his girlfriend. But when we realised that Pa
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Lansana had two children with Meto, and they had been staying

before the war, staying the war together, so the &4 told

to forget about Meto.

THE | NTERPRETER: Your Honours, |et the w tness take

| ast bit.
MR JORDASH:
Q Repeat the | ast sentence, please, M Wtness.
A When we found out that Pa Lansana, that he had been with
Met o before the war, and they had got -- they had two children

SCSL - TRI AL CHAMBER |
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1 before the war, so we decided -- we spoke to Meto to forget
about

2 Pa Kall on and he and Pa Lansana had -- they had children
t oget her

3 and they had been together before the war, so we begged her to

4 forget about Kall on.

5 Q Did -- when you say "we" who was involved in this?

6 A MP, IDU, Gb and the town nother, we summoned her; the
t own

7 mot her Ami .

8 Q And the I DU invol ved, who was that?

9 A The nanes? Their nanes?

10 Q Well, were they nale or fenale?

11 A Well, the I DU personnel, there was an | DU personnel who
was

12 a wonan.

13 Q Was she invol ved?

14 A Yes. She was part of the panel.

15 Q Part of the?

16 A The panel .

17 Q And was the problemresol ved by these peopl e?

18 A Yes. W were able to solve the problem

19 Q D d you know soneone cal | ed Bunduka?

20 A Yes.

21 Q Who was that?
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Bockari e Bunduka. He was a fighter; RUF fighter
Where was he an RUF fighter?

Vll, | nmet himin Pendenbu.

VWi ch year was this, do you know?

He was there in 1997, '98, part of -- 1997, 1998.

He was i n Pendenbu.
And who was he married to?

He was married to Haja

SCSL - TRI AL CHAMBER |
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Q And di d anyt hi ng happen wi th himand Haj a?

A Yes. Yes.

Q What happened?

A He, the Bunduka, he and Haja had a fracas and he beat up
Haj a.

Q And did Haj a speak to anyone about that?

A Yes, she had reported him She net us at the place

we used to sit because we hadn't a permanent office. It was

there she made the report that her husband had beaten her up
Q And di d anyt hi ng happen followi ng that report?
A Yes. As she nade the report, the MP went for Bockarie

Bunduka. They wasted no tinme and he was brought. He was held

his shirt and they cane with him He was sweating and cryi ng.
Q And what happened?

A When we ask why he beat up the |l ady, he responded by

that the | ady was too jeal ousy and that she jeal ous himtoo

Q Sorry, she jealous himtoo nmuch. Wat does that nean?
A That anywhere she saw Bunduka, and any other | ady

di scussing or had a joke, that Haja would beconme so angry and

will start to use some bad words against him That was why he

said he beat her up
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Q So what happened?

A That he, Bunduka, had found out that Haja was in | ove

somebody and that Haja should not stop her fromloving any
per son.

Q Just noving forward. Did anything happen as a result of
this inquiry or report? Did anything happen to --

A Yes, yes. Well, the conclusion we heard, after Bunduka

said that the lady should not return to his house again and he
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will no | onger feed her.
Q Did Haja go anywhere?

A Yes. It was we, ourself, who arranged and gave her one

to escort her to her people at Mende Kai ma

Q Who i n Pendenbu woul d wonen conpl ain to about such

Who woul d they go to?

A If it were acivilian, it wuld go directly to the Gb.
Q And, in Pendenbu, did wonen conplain to the G5 about

i ssues?

A It was only that tinme when | heard that case, which was

very serious case which alnost resulted to a divorce that

have separated partners, but, apart fromthat, | did not get

other marital issue.

Q And in G ema were wonen able to conplain to anyone?

A G emn, yes.

Q Who woul d they conmplain to?

A Gemn, it was the Gb. Seeing the woman was a civilian

it will be taken to the Gb.

Q And i n Pendenmbu when you were there, could wonen
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to anyone?

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: And if the wonan was a fighter she

conpl ain to who, because you say she was a civilian so it

that --

THE WTNESS: |If the lady were a fighter, then her

was a civilian, she would go back to the G5 because the person

she was reporting was a civilian, so she was supposed to

tothe G5. But if the woman were a fighter and the man was a
fighter, she would go and report to the MP

MR JORDASH:

SCSL - TRI AL CHAMBER |
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Q I n Pendenbu, could wonen, civilians, report to anyone --
sorry, yes, in Pendenbu?

THE | NTERPRETER: The interpreter, sorry, he, the

is not clear, whether male or female. Can the witness clarify
t hat ?
MR JORDASH:

Q Sorry, let's just deal with that again. Could wonen

to [m crophone not activated] in Pendenmbu when you were there?
A What do you nean? | don't understand that.
Q You gave an answer a noment ago, and the question is:

Coul d wonen conplain to anyone in Pendenbu about such things

marital difficulties?

A Yes. They were reporting to the Gb.
Q Did you observe that in Pendenbu?
A Yes. That's what |'ve just explained. | have just

an exanpl e.
Q Thank you. | want to just take you back very briefly to

Mende Buima after the Gos left. Did any training happen

the Gos left that you were aware of ?
A Yes, | used to hear.

Q In the job you had in Mende Buinma, did you hear any
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conpl aints about training after the Gos left?

A

When |

was in Mende Buimp, until the tinme |

no other training took place.

Q

aware of any?
A
Q
A

When did training take place after the Gos |left;

Yes.

When was it and where?

vell,

heard about Baima, 1995.

SCSsL -
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Q After that did you hear of any, 1996 onwards?

A Bununbu.

Q When was that?

A Bununbu, it was in 1994.

Q Do you know i f there was a training base called Bununbu

the intervention?

Q
—
—
D
=

I don't understand.

Did you hear of a training base at Bununbu after --
Yes.

-- after the intervention?

No.

Never heard of it?

Not at all.

o >» O » O > O P

D d you receive any conpl aints about training when you

in Gem and Pendenbu?

A I did not receive any conplaint fromany of the bases

training was going on there because it wasn't within the

of my operations.

MR CAMMEGH: Sorry to interrupt. Could M Gbhao pl ease
attend the bat hroon?

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes, he may, please.

MR JORDASH:



23 Q When you were in G ema, were you working with other
units?

24 A Yes.

25 Q Wi ch other units?

26 A MP and Gb.

27 Q And when you were in G enma, were you working with those

28 units?

29 A Yes.
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Q Did you hear fromany of those units, any conplaints

training, when you were either at G ena or Pendenbu?
A Well, the only information | gathered, they were saying

that they were taking people to the base; that was what | used

hear. But | did not see the people and | did not go to the

to see them

Q When did you hear that?

A Even 1995.
Q Did you hear that later than that or was it 1995?
A It was -- it was in 1995 when | heard about that. The

did not end when | heard about it.

Q And did you ever hear about it at any tine later than
A Yes.

Q When?

A 1994. Then --

Q Listen to the question. Did you hear about that at any

time after 19957

A Yes, 1996.

Q Did you hear any details about that?

A No.

Q D d you hear anything about training in 19987
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A Yes.
Q What did you hear?
A Wel |, they said they were taking people to be trained at

Bunumbu, but where | was based, it was distant. So | did not

the nunber of people that were taken to the place while the
trai ni ng was conduct ed.

Q D d you hear anything el se besides people were being

to the base?
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A No, | did not get any other information.
Q Now, | et me take you to G enm, when you went there in |

think you said around 1993, but | want to nove you forward to

year or so later. Did you know who the area comander was in

G ema?

A Yes.

Q Who was it?

A It was Peter Vandi.

Q Did you get to know at any time |Issa Sesay or get to

what |ssa Sesay did?

A Well, 1995, that was the first tinme when | set ny eyes

| ssa Sesay. Wen he went to G ena he was a fighter and he was

under Peter Vandi .

Q Did there come a time when |Issa Sesay was the top man in
the area?
A Vll, it wasn't in Gema. [In 1998, after Denis Lansana

| eft Pendenmbu and transferred to Bainma, that was the tinme Sam
Bockari e assigned |Issa Sesay to Pendenbu.

Q Okay. Vell, we'll deal with that in a while. 1 want to
just stick with Gema. Wre you aware at the time when

| ssa Sesay --
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A Ckay.

Q -- was in Gem?

A He met us there. It was he who net us in G enna.

Q And what were you doing in terns of daily activities
A Well, G emm, except sonebody came and nmake a report we

sit together and arrange; after that we will go to our gardens

our farns.

Q What kind of issues were you dealing with, M Wtness?
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A Well, they used to cone, bring some bit of conplaint.

Person will say this person had | oaned sone bananas from ne

we had a tine and the tine had el apsed, and if that conpl aint

made the person will be summoned to cone. |f the person had a

banana he will pay, but if the person doesn't have the banana

will talk to the conplainant. W would talk to the

and the conplainant will wait. Those are the sort of

we used to get.

Q What woul d you do with a conplaint such that? Wuld you
pass the conplaint on to anyone?

A well, if it -- it were not a serious conplaint, we would

sit together and arrange anongst ourselves. But if the

was serious, for instance, if people had a fight and one is

wounded, or one had a fracas, so the problem would be

to Peter Vandi, and we would explain that this person had a
fracas with this person but the other man had been injured.
Q Do you know if the joint security unit was worki ng?
A Yes.

Q VWhat was it doi ng?
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A The joint security, it was working with the civilians

the sol diers because the MP was responsi ble for soldiers, G5

civilians. So any conplaint that came fromeither a fighter

civilian, we would sit together and investigate it, and

was wrong, the commander of the area would be informed. |If it
were a soldier, the discipline to be neted out would be
recormended to the commander. |If it were a soldier, we would

forward the matter to the G5 and explained that this civilian

wong. Acivilian to civilian, we would not take the case and

forward it to the comuander in charge; we would only forward
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to the G5, the MP, the IDU would sit together and -- we wll

toget her and decide it anbngst them because sone civilians

even afraid to report to the commander if they -- they

tell the conmanders. |If the problemwas between civilians we

woul d arrange anongst them

Q Did the IDU in Gena have anything to do with displaced
peopl e?
A Yes.

Q What did it do?
A When they had the -- when displ aced persons were brought

fromthe front line --

Q Yes.

A -- we wote down their names. W had paper

Q Wyul d anyt hing el se be witten down?

A Yes. W would wite the nanes, the sex, the place where

the person cane from where the person was captured, where the

person was born. If there were wonen anong the group, if

were children anong the group that he came with, and the work

that you were able to do, we docunented all. |If we had a

we docunented it.
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Q And after this informati on had been docunent ed, what
happen?
A If the overall security conmander was there, we would

report and tell himthat these were the civilians that had

arrived. This is the docunent and he woul d go through

Q

A
Q
A

And what woul d happen to the civilians?
If he were not there --
Sorry, finish your answer. |If he was not there --

If he was not there, the commander in charge in the
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wi |l take the docunent to the conmander in charge of the area.
Q And what woul d happen to the civilians?

A Then, after that, we would cone back, the conmander

cone and speak to them He would greet them --
THE | NTERPRETER: The interpreter is sorry. The

interpreter is sorry. There is a problem The interpreter

not know where he greeted themor he graded them Can the

witness clarify.

VR JORDASH:
Q Could you clarify and repeat your |ast answer, please,
M Wtness?
A The commander -- the commander woul d come and spoke to
civilians.
Q Concer ni ng what ?
A He woul d tell themafter he had greeted them --

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: The problemwas with the word

or "graded." He cane, he spoke to them |Is it greeting
or graded?

THE W TNESS: G eeti ngs.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: That was the question that the

interpreter asked. He would greet them nm hmm and then?
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THE WTNESS: Then he woul d advi se them so that they
woul dn't feel bad.
MR JORDASH:
VWhat woul d be said? What kind of thing would be said?
So that they would -- would urge themto feel at hone

And what woul d happen then?

> O > O

After that we would ask the people, because as they cane

with the civilians, people were conming fromthe other
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and so anong the group that cane, the people that came from

villages would see sone of their relatives

Q And what woul d happen then?

A So anybody who was able to call the nanes of five, up to
ten people, say anpbngst the group, would give that person, the
peopl e whose nanes he had called. |If the people were able to

prove that they were the relatives of the person and the

woul d take them and go. |f any person renmi ned, for instance,
lady -- the town worman -- the town nother would take care of
person. |f the person was a nman, the town commander woul d

care of that person because a person would not just conme to a

town newWy and you give a house to that person wthout a

and the landlord will not feel fine. That was why we woul d
arrange the situation in that way.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Ckay, now, we will break off, you

W will recess for a few mnutes and resune shortly.
[Break taken at 11.40 a.m]
[ RUFOSNOVO7C - JS]
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: M Jordash.

MR JORDASH: Thank you.



21 Q If we can just finish this subject of displaced people

22 M Wtness. How would the town nother take care of the
di spl aced

23 persons who had not been identified by relatives?

24 A vell --

25 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Can you be a bit nore specific? To
t ake

26 care of displaced wonren. | think what he said was if they

27 identified, or rather, the identified displaced people who
wer e

28 wonen, they were handed over to the town nother. |If they were

29 men, they were handed over to the town conmander
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MR JORDASH:
Q How were the wonen | ooked after by the town nother?

Well, they would be with her even though at tinmes they

not stay in the same house.

Q Where woul d they stay?

A They woul d be in the nearby houses.

Q And what about the town commander and the nen?

A The nen, if the town commander did not have enough

they, too, would be in the nearby -- stay in the nearby

Q Where woul d they receive food fronf

A When they cane with them new y?

Q Yes.

A They had food support fromthe food reserve that they

give the town comuander or the town nother
Q What was the food reserve?

A At tinmes they came wi th banana because when we were

banana they woul d bring bananas or bush yanms and they woul d

the town conmander or the town nother, if they canme with

civilians, newy, who -- people who they brought newy, that

the food they gave to themto eat.
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PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Who brought the bush bananas and bush
yams? M Wtness, who brought --

THE W TNESS: The bush yans or the bush bananas or the
bananas t hey brought.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Who brought? Those civilians who --

THE WTNESS: The civilians who had cone newy, they

not the ones who brought the bananas. The peopl e who had been
staying in the place, they were the ones they told to bring

bananas or bush yans because they knew that in the bush area
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they knew how to get them

MR JORDASH:
Q So were these people who obtained the bush yans and
bananas, civilians or sol diers?

A They woul d mi x them up because they gave sone

like place like Gevelu --

THE | NTERPRETER:  Your Honours, the second nane | did

get.
VR JORDASH:
Q M Wtness, take a noderate pace. Repeat the last two
sent ences.
A They would mix themup. 1t was not only a single set of

group that would bring the food.

Q So was it soldiers and civilians? |s that what you were
sayi ng?

A Yes.

Q When you were in G erma did you experience the | CRC?

A Yes.

Q Did they cone to G ema?

A Yes.

Q Did they do anything there?

A Yes.
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Q What did they do?

A Well, they came with food supply.

Q What did they cone with?

A They came with bul gur, bul gur wheat bl ended, cornneal,
butter, oil, and later they cane with seed rice.

Q What happened to the seed rice?

A The seed rice they brought, when they brought the seed
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rice. The |ICRC people said that sonme nedicines were in the

so peopl e should not eat -- eat fromit, except you use it to
make a farm So they distributed it anong thenselves. Anyone

who had a family staying with you and you were able to work,

would give it to you.

Q Did you at this tine know soneone called -- or did you

sonmeone cal |l ed Mari ama Lahai ?

A Yes.

Q VWhat were the circunstances?

A They came with civilians.

Q Who cane with civilians?

A They brought them from Bor bu.

Q Who is "they," M Wtness?

A They were fighters.

Q So the fighters cane, yes, with civilians. Go on.
A So when they cane with the civilians, we took themto
of fice.

Q Go on.

A W took down their nanes, all of their nanes.

Q Yes?

A And for him he had -- for her, she had no one.



sitting

houses?"

So

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

Q Yes?

A So after they had taken down their nanmes, | saw her

down by the window in the office with her two children

Q Yes. \What happened?

A So | asked her, "Were you the ones they brought today?"
She answered, "Yes." So | said, "But why are you here and the
rest" -- "the rest of the others have gone back to their

So she said she knew no one, and no one had cone to take her
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| said, "Wy did" -- "why did they not hand you over to the

mot her, Am ?" So she said she did not know the town nother.

I went to Ami. She said there was no nore space and she will

be able to take care of another stranger if she had no food.

I went to G5. He said, well, that lady -- in fact, we had

forgotten. After we told themto pick up their things to go,

did not even notice that they had |l eft her behind. So | went

back to the office. | saw the MP commander, John Gavawo. So

told himthat, "This worman you | eft behind, she cane with her
children and it's alnmpst night.”" So he told nme that he had

called for the G5. So the Gb came. So | started to ask the
worman and she said she's a native of Segbwenma. So | told her

that Segbwena was ny nother's |and, homeland. That was where

was born. So she said, "Well, |I'd be happy to stay with you
because you are soneone from' -- "soneone who cane front --
came fromthe same town." So the G5 and the MP, they said

"Well, these two children with the |ady, take themto -- take
themto your house.” So we went. | went and explained to ny

wi fe what had transpired and about what had happened in the



20 office. So ny wife gave her water to bathe and she gave her

f ood

21 to eat and she gave her clothes to put on.

22 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: M Wtness, this is getting too |ong
and

23 boring. | don't understand the relevance of all this, you
know.

24 It's getting long. [It's getting too |ong.

25 THE WTNESS: Well, so you asked ne to explain what |
knew

26 about her. So she was with nme until the time when her husband

27 cane in 1996 and they went -- he went with her with the two

28 chi l dren.

29 MR JORDASH. If Your Honour wi shes, | can explain the
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1 rel evance in the absence of the witness, but | respectfully

2 submit that the story is at conplete odds with what the

3 Prosecution say was happening in Gema at this tine.

4 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Well, it's philanthropism you know,

5 those who -- isn't it what -- otherw se at |east a human
el ement

6 was taking care of those who were captured.

7 MR JORDASH. Well, not according to the Prosecution.

8 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: | know. | nmean, that's the nmessage
hi s

9 evi dence is putting across, the evidence you are putting
acr oss.

10 It's just that it was getting too |ong.

11 VR JCORDASH:

12 Q M Wtness, briefly --

13 A Okay.

14 Q Let's move on fromthis story, thank you. Briefly, did

15 anyone in G enma when you were there receive any puni shnent,
any

16 sol di er?

17 A Yes, the one | knew about was Fred Kall on.

18 Kall on Nabi eu -- they beat him up.
19 Q What for?
20 A The other or a lady --

21 THE | NTERPRETER: Your Honours, can the w tness take
t hat



22 agai n?

23 MR JORDASH

24 Q Repeat that |ast sentence, please?

25 A After we had -- we had spoken with the | ady, we begged
t he

26 wonan and advi sed Kallon to forsake them

27 Q Sorry, is that the story you told before the break?

28 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Your story before the break ended up
with

29 Kal I on repudi ating, repudiating this wonan. And so you people
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provided a G to take her to her -- to her village.

THE WTNESS: No, it was not Kallon. The one who

a G to come -- to go to her village, it was not Kallon
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Kallon is the Lansana -- the wife of
Lansana?
THE WTNESS: Yes, that's it.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Ckay, all right.
MR JORDASH:
Q Woul d any part of the joint security unit in G ena nmake
reconmendat i ons about puni shnent ?
A Yes.

Q Wi ch part?

A I DU, MP, Gbs. These are the three units that would cone
t oget her.
Q And what kind of recomendations were you aware of the

joint security nmaking?
A Well, we nmade the recommendations to nake the fighters

brush, provide hard | abour, to brush, or beat himup, give him

strokes or they change his area of assignnent.
Q Now, |et nme take you, M Wtness, to Pendenbu. Before

do, let me ask you this: Wat were the children doing in

when you were there?
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A Well, the children were not doing any other job except

help their relatives on the farm
Q And were you aware of any rules concerning what children

should do at that tinme?

A No. They did not tell ne about any rul es concerning
chi | dren.
Q D d Foday Sankoh say anything about children that you
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awar e of ?
A Yes. After the Gos had left, he passed an instruction

that the children should go to school

Q And do you recall when that instruction was or when you
| earnt about it?

A Well, the instructions was -- | cane to know about the

instructions in -- it was well-known in '95 and in the town

they opened the -- they built a booth where they opened the

school in G em

Q Do you know if that instruction was repeated at al
19957
A Those instructions were repeated over and over. Every

it was repeated.

Q And the young boys in G ema and the environs, who were

living with?
A Well, sonme children were with sonme commanders, chil dren

whose rel ati ves were not around.

Q And what were they doing with the comuanders?
A well, fromwhat | saw, they were acting as house boys.
Q And was there a problemw th them acting as house boys?

Was there perceived to be a problem as you observed?
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A No. Because they were happy for Peter Vandi, his own
child, the child who was with him Sheku Kanneh, he was happy
because he said he had net his father during the war. He was
happy to stay with him

Q And did those boys who acted as house boys go to school ?
A Well, for Gema, the school was not functioning until |
left there, but it was built.

Q What about in Pendenmbu when you were there?
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A Pendenbu school was going on and | heard that there was

school in Kail ahun.

Q And do you know whet her the boys who lived with the
conmmanders woul d go to school generally?

A Well, in Pendenbu | would go to the schools and | would

observe that. But during the war you would not just see a

or be able to tell whether he was part of the arny or a

So | could not -- | was not able to recogni se whether they

children who had been fighters, but I saw sonme of the children

the cl assroom

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: What has he said? Let himrepeat his
response to that question

MR JORDASH:

Q Repeat your answer, please, M Wtness. Can you see if

can explain it in a different way?

A Yes. | said | saw sone children in the school at

but I wasn't able to tell whether they were the boys who were
attached to sone commanders at the various towns and vill ages.

Q Do you know from what you observed whet her al
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obeyed the instruction to send children to school, or did sone

keep them at hone doi ng donestic tasks?

A It wasn't the people. It was the children. A lot of
were unwilling to go to school. They would go today, tonorrow
they wouldn't go to school. | was in Pendenbu. | had been

recei ving such information

Q WAs there any instruction to the conmanders about that?
A Yes.

Q What was the instruction?

A Wl |, even in Pendenbu, the commander, the teacher that
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there, Kutubu, he came and told Denis Lansana that sone

who were in that school had left the school and he did not see
them any nore. And he was saying that maybe they had gone to

their respective villages because a |ot of themwere born in

chi ef dom

Q Go on.

A That was what was happeni ng.

Q Now, |et nme take you to Pendenbu. Were were the

living in that region at the time you went there?

A Well, after we had registered them sone accepted to

in Pendenmbu Town. Some decided to go where they have heard

their relatives were there. Sonme went to Kortihun, Nanaim --

Q Sorry, can you just spell those two nanes, please?
A K-A-R-T-1-H UN.

Q And the second one?

A NA-MAT-MA

Q Go on. | stopped you

THE | NTERPRETER: Correction interpreter, the spelling

was given by the witness was K-OR -- KKORT-1-H UN instead

K-A-R
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THE W TNESS: Sone were going as far as Pel ewahun.

Q How do you spell that?
A P-E-L-E-WA-HUN. Al were villages around Pendenbu.
Sonme decided to go to the villages where they had that -- they

had their relatives.

Q And where was your office, M Wtness?

A Well, our office was in the old police station going
t owar ds Kai | ahun.

Q And did you give reports to anyone?
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A Yes.

Q Who to?

A | used to give reports to Denis Lansana.

Q And who did you receive reports fronf

A | used to get reports fromthe agents, |ike Senesi

Q And what kind of reports?

A Well, nost of the reports which were najor were when

got civilians they would cone with them They would conme and

informus that they've come with civilians and all of us would

t here.
Q And what woul d happen when you went there?
A Wien we went there, we would wite down their nanmes as

used to do in G enma and where anybody wi shed to go, the person

woul d go there. But we wouldn't just |eave sonebody to go

that because if sonebody had just arrived and did not

the area, and even if the person was born there -- the person

lived there for along tinme, if the person is going we would

the Gb to give that person sonebody to escort the person
Q D d you know anyone cal | ed [ REDACTED] ?

A Yes.
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Q And what was he doing around this tinme?
Wl |, he was the [ REDACTED] .

Q Do you know -- do you know what he was doi ng as

at this tine?

A Yes. Any report that we received we would sit together,

compiled it.

PRESI DING JUDGE: W are in an open session. W have to

very careful because this man gave his testinmony entirely in a

cl osed session. |'mworried about -- is this not the
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[ REDACTED] -- is this not the --

MR JORDASH: Yes.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE:  Yes.

MR JORDASH. This is [ REDACTED] .

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes, we have to be very careful about,
you know, disclosing his identity. W're comng very close to
that. W're coming very, very close to that.

MR JORDASH: Could | then ask for this last ten m nutes

perhaps five mnutes to be redacted, please, including this
conversation, please? 1'Il be careful, though, Your Honour.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Go to another topic and let's see how

can cone back to this one because noving in and out, you know,
sort of destabilises one, you know.
MR JORDASH:

Q Let me ask you a different question, M Wtness. Dd

know soneone called Al ex Brinma?
Yes.

Who was he?

He was an MP.

Wer e?

Commander, Pendenbu.

o > O > O »

Do you know who he reported to?



23 A Well, he was reporting to Denis Lansana.

24 Q Thank you. And did the joint security unit, which
you' ve

25 told us existed in Pendenbu, nake any reconmendati ons?

26 A Yes.

27 Q Can you give us an exanple, or sone exanpl es?

28 A Li ke the change of assignment, we gave that

recomrendat i on.

29 In the situation of Bunduka Haja

SCSL - TRI AL CHAMBER |



Page 52

concer ni ng

except

10

11

12

13

14

i nvestigation

clearly.

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

SESAY ET AL

5 NOVEMBER 2007 OPEN SESSI ON

Q Any ot her recommendati ons concerni ng puni shnment ?

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: What is Bunduka Haj a?

MR JORDASH. The exanple the wi tness gave earlier
concerning the dispute between a married coupl e.
Q Any ot her recommendati ons on puni shnent ?
A In Pendenbu during that tine that was the only
recommendation so far | recall we nade, because all the orders

were no problem so we hadn't to nake reconmendati ons

t hat .

Q Were there investigations during your tine in Pendenbu?
A Yes.

Q Were there any investigations into soldiers?

A No. A soldier-to-soldier investigation was not done

when a soldier had a problemwith a civilian, so an

woul d be done.
Q Was there anything you didn't investigate concerning
probl ens between sol diers and civilians?
A Yes, like --
THE | NTERPRETER: The interpreter is sorry, but after Pa

Bui ma, the nane that cane, the interpreter cannot get it

The interpreter is sorry. Can the wi tness come again?
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VWhat was the second name you nentioned then?

| said Pa Buinn.

Bl enmu, he was in Bl enu.

That was the place he was.

And what did you say about hinf

MR JORDASH:
Q
section.
Q
A When - -

did not sit together and made an investigation.

Q

Why not ?

Bl emu was t he

he reported that his cassava had been uprooted.
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A Because as he was nmking -- as he made the report, we

able to get the person. A person cane and ascertained that he

saw t he man approachi ng the cassava. Before the MP went there

arrest the man, the man left -- throw away the cassava which

in a hanper and he went away. So it was the first cassava

was given to himand he accepted that.
Q So apart fromthat which wasn't investigated, were there

any other matters which were not investigated, or were all

matters investigated?

A Well, there were a lot of things that were brought, but
only thing -- we investigated matters that we felt were
Q And are you able to say whether the investigations were

conpl et ed when you considered the matter serious?

A Yes.

Q Are you able to say whether they were conpleted to the
satisfaction of the conplainer, conplainant?

A Yes, because after -- it -- it were a theft case.

Q It was a what case?

A If the case was a theft case --

Q

Yes?
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A

-- we investigated the case and we were able to get the

person who stole. Even the conplainant will ascertain that it

was the real person who had stol en, because the defendant will

accept that indeed, he did the thing, the stealing.

Q

o > O F

When you were in Pendenbu, did you know Senesi Vandi ?
Yes.

How did you come to know hi nf?

Senesi Vandi, he was an | DU personnel

Were there any conpl aints about himat any point?
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A During that time, except when he and his wife had a

problem his wife's name Sata, they used to get problens. He

not -- wouldn't take the natter to the office, we wll

onit. |If he was wong we would tell himand we would talk to

the wonan. That's what | knew about him

Q Did you cone to know I ssa Sesay when you were in

A Yes.

Q What was he doing there?

A Vell, '98, he cane there as comander

Q Had you known what he was doi ng before that?

A Wel |, before that tinme he was a fighter

Q How do you know he was a fighter before that tine?

A Wl l, before that time | used to see him even the tine

while we were in Gema | saw himwith an arm He used to go

the front |ine.

Q When he canme as a commander, do you know what he was

on a day-to-day?

A No, that | wouldn't be able to say because |I wasn't

with himat hone.

Q Do you know i f anyone reported to hinf
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A Report? | n what sense?
Q Well, for exanple, did any of the unit comuanders report
him wunit comuanders in Pendenbu and the surrounding -- the

surroundi ng towns and vill ages?

A Well, in Pendenbu during that tine the joint security

the body to which reports were made. Then was supposed to get
report -- rather, he was supposed to get report fromthe front
I'i ne because he was the commander of the area in 1998.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: M Jordash, we will stop here, please.
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Learned counsel, the Chanber will recess for lunch. W wll
resume the session at 2.30. The Court will rise, please.

[ Luncheon recess taken at 1.00 p.m]

[ RUFOSNOVO7D - MD]

[ Upon resuming at 2.59 p.m]

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Good afternoon, |earned counsel. W

resum ng our session. M Jordash, you may proceed, please.

MR JORDASH: Thank you.

Q CGood afternoon, M Wtness.
A Afternoon, sir.
Q You nade nention this norning about |ssa Sesay being

t o Pendenbu?

A Yes.

Q Did you find out the reason why?

A Well, the only reason that was given to ne was that Sam
Bockari e, who was Msquito, they said -- he asked ne to run a

m ssi on between Liberia and Sierra Leone border, that he did

accept, and | tried to find out what the m ssion was but | was
not able.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: He was -- we would be content with you

putting on the record that he was sent there for disciplinary
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reasons, isn't it? W knowthe story. | don't think that

is -- we don't want to hear it several tines, the story of his
goi ng and | osing di anonds or whatever. | think we have heard

enough of that story, and it's not this witness who will make

poi nt stronger. W know -- we know about that. Wy don't we

find a short-circuit to get to the point and to conti nue?

you think that that point has been nmade, M Jordash?

MR JORDASH. Weéll, there is another point, which is that
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it's senior commanders may know about it but it mght be
instructive that --

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Well, | just wanted to nmake the

to say that we don't have to rob one issue too often because

becones repetitive, nonotonous and -- but you may -- | just

I shoul d nmake this conment, and the witness nmay continue, if

think that there is sonme other point which is novel and which

only known to himand possibly the one we have not heard

MR JORDASH: Well, this evidence doesn't fall into that
cat egory.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: | see.

MR JORDASH. It's sinply corroboration, but

fromdifferent people. G ven the Prosecution case, and what

say Sesay was doing at this tinme, it is significant, we would

say, that all and sundry, fromtop to bottom would appear to

saying that his role is limted. But, if Your Honour doesn't
think it's [overl apping speakers] | will nove on.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: No, no, no. | don't want to conduct
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case for you.

It's because this witness is going again to --

they gave himthis to go to Liberia and this happened, and so

and so forth. That

is what dictated ny reaction to the

I do not want to interfere with your case

but you may conti nue.

if

woul dn't and |

Do you know what Sesay's role was in Pendenbu? H's role

shoul dn' t,

MR JORDASH:
Q
was? Full stop.
A

He was there to work with the fighters and the

And - -

The civili ans.
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Q And did -- was there a problemat this time with the

Jet in Pendenbu?

JUDGE BOUTET: At this time, M Jordash, you still refer

‘98 tinme frame?
MR JORDASH: Yes.

Q Was there a problemwith the Al pha Jet in 1998 in

A Yes.

Q And what woul d happen with civilians in Pendenbu when
Jet came?

A VWll, we nade a law that in the nmorning, civilians

go to the bush. So, when daybreak, 6.00, 6.30, all of them

go to the bush and hide.

Q D d Sesay have anything to do with that?

A He was the second comander to give that instruction
Deni s gave the sanme instruction and when he, hinself, canme he
gave the sane instruction. He said that when they -- and that

during the day the civilians should go to the bush to hide,

fear of the jet.

Q Dd you --
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JUDGE BQUTET: M Jordash, could you just clarify?

it's just the -- the witness just said he was the second in

command, neaning the first one having been Lansana, and this

now -- he is not the second in command to Lansana, he is the
second [indi scernible] conmand doing the sane thing --

MR JORDASH: Yes, that was ny understandi ng.

JUDGE BOUTET: Ckay.

MR JORDASH:
Q Was it Denis Lansana who first gave the instruction?

He first gave the instructions.
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1 Q And was Sesay doing the sanme or different job to what
Deni s

2 Lansana had done, within the area?

3 A It was the sanme job.

4 Q Thank you. And did you observe Sesay dealing with

5 civilians, when he was doing that job?

6 A Yes.

7 Q Did--

8 A | observed at one time when the civilian comander at

9 Pendenbu - -

10 THE | NTERPRETER:  Your Honour, would the w tness be
asked

11 to repeat the nane of the individual he nentioned?

12 MR JORDASH

13 Q M Wtness, just pause there. Wat was the nanme of the

14 i ndi vi dual you nentioned?

15 A Foday Adebarma

16 Q So, repeat or continue with what you were sayi ng about
this

17 man?

18 A So Foday Adebama went to him --

19 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Who was Foday Adebama? Wio was he?
What

20 was he?

21 THE W TNESS: He was the chi efdom commrander at Banbara

and



22 he was based at Pendenbu.

23 MR JORDASH:

24 Q Go on, M Wtness.

25 A So he told himthat he wanted, because Pendenbu was
bushy

26 and it was dirty, so he said he wanted a place to be brushed.

27 Q Who said that?
28 A It was Foday Adebana.

29 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Who said that Pendenbu is bushy and it
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needed to be brushed?

THE W TNESS:

Pa Foday Adebama. He canme with him

initially, with the security, and he said that: Thank God

M Sesay has cone.

Even though he has just cone let us go to

him They went and repeated the sanme to him

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Repeated what to hin? Tell us? Pa

Foday - -

THE W TNESS:

He said --

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Pa Foday Adebama --

THE W TNESS:

Pa Foday Adebana - -

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: The chi ef dom commander - -

THE WTNESS: -- the chi efdom commander --
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: -- he went and saw Sesay?
THE WTNESS: He went to see |ssa Sesay, and he told

he said that he had seen Pendenbu and that it was really

so he would like to ask the other civilians, the civilians in

town and the others in the various villages at Pendenbu, so as

assi st in brushing Pendenbu.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: He was appealing to Sesay to ask al

those civilians to cone and brush Pendenbu?

THE W TNESS

It was information that he had been giving
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hi m because he wouldn't, it wouldn't be good for himto see

peopl e coming fromdifferent villages and cone, so that is why

was told. The joint security and he, all of us went together

see | ssa Sesay.
VR JORDASH:
And what happened when you went to see Sesay?
When we went there, he explained, and he accepted. He

said, okay. He said all of us, the house, the town belongs to

SCSL - TRIAL CHAMBER |



Page 60

Al ex

Amar a

gate

They

el apsed,

tinme

RUF?

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

SESAY ET AL

5 NOVEMBER 2007 OPEN SESSI ON
all of us and you own the -- all the civilians.

Q And so --

A Then, so we oursel ves cane back and the MP commander,

Brima, he hinself passed instructions to the MP commander

Sawo, he said: Al the fighters that were assigned to the

around Pendenbu shoul d cone and hel p brush Pendenbu.
Q And did this happen?

A Yes, it happened in 1998. It happened. They cane.

gave themthree days to cone. When the three days had

all of us brushed, and we were not able to finish, so all of
us --

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: It was only you, only the soldiers for
the three days; was it only the sol diers?

THE WTNESS: No. They said that three days was the

limt that all of them should come together. W went to |ssa.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Al of who? Al of who?
THE WTNESS: WMP, IDU, G5 with the paranmpunt chief.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: The soldiers, isn't it? That is the

Menbers of the RUF unit?



20 THE WTNESS: Yes. Yes. So, we showed the three days

and

21 we said that after these three days everybody shoul d be
pr epar ed

22 and cone. \When the three days had el apsed, a | ot of people
cane,

23 then brushed. The one that remained, we that were in Pendenbu

24 Town, we said that everybody should clean his or her own
house.

25 No ot her individual will cone outside to do so. So we had
been

26 doing that gradually, until the tine that we did a
consi derabl e

27 nunber of work, anmpbunt of work. W were not able to finish
t he

28 work. W uprooted the grass and we made the place cl ean
That

29 was what happened.
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MR JORDASH:

Q Do you know what Sesay's relationship was like with

Adebama?

A Well, | used Pa Foday Adebanma going to |ssa Sesay.

at times, Issa Sesay hinmself, he hinself would conme to Foday

Adebama' s house. That was what | used to see. | do not know

there was any other extra relationship. At one tine he even

with a Maggi pocket in his hands. He cane to the office and

told us that he cane fromlssa and that he was the one that

himthe Maggi. So that was what | used to see

Q Right. So Sesay had given Foday Adenaba the Maggi; is
that what you expl ai ned?

A Maggi, yes.

Q And do you know what Adebama does now, today? Do you

what he is working as?

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: M Jordash, did he say a packet of

or just Maggi.
MR JORDASH?

Q Did you say a packet of Maggi or Maggi, M Wtness?
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A A packet of Maggi .

Q And before |I ask you that question of what he is doing

you nentioned that Pa Foday Adebana had said: Thank God about
Sesay coming. Do you know why he said that?

A No, | was not in his mind, but | was able to detect

at the tinme that Denis Lansana was there, he nmade a sim | ar

proposal so that we could brush Pendenbu. He did not -- he

not pay attention to that. So there was hope that when |ssa

he would do it. That was the hope that the old man had. That

was his intention.
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Q Do you know what Adeberma does today? What does he do?
A Questi on not under st ood.

Q Do you know what job or rol e Foday Adebama pl ays today,

does today?

A VWl |, he was the chi efdom commander. He was the one
was the custodian of all the civilians. He was the one that

been controlling his civilians in the chi efdom
Q Do you know what he does now, today?
A Yes.
Q What does he do?
A Vell, now, he is the NA court chairnan.
THE | NTERPRETER:  Your Honours, would the witness go --
repeat the last bit of his testinony?
MR JORDASH:
Sorry, could you say what he does again, please, today?
NA court chairman, at Pendenbu.
What does NA stand for?
Native Admi nistrative
D d you know sonebody in 1998 call ed Boy George?
Yes.

VWho was Boy George?

> O » O » O » O

Boy Ceorge was a bodyguard to |ssa Sesay.



23 Q D d anyt hi ng happen, that you renmenber, with Boy George?

24 A I can recall one thing, when he taunted one individual
who

25 was call ed Fema, because of an orange, so the woman did not go
to

26 us, she went and cried to Issa. And when we went, as he had
been

27 expl ai ning, we only heard that Boy George, his fellow
col | eagues,

28 bodyguards, had arrested himso we rushed and went there. So
we

29 found out that, we find that he was been judged and he
accept ed
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and he said that he took the orange but he did not have the

money, so the woman said that he was to put back the noney,
orange. He did not do so. Wat did he do? He threw the
to the woman and he hissed at her, and it was there that, we

there when |ssa gave the instructions that he shoul d be beaten
up. He was beaten and he was advised and we | eft the place.
Fema and | were the individuals who had been talking to him so
that he would not be feel bad and he did accept.

Q Sorry, who accept?

A Fema accepted. Wen he had beaten Boy George. Wen he
going to his house, by then, that was the time that we
himand we went on talking to him begging himand he
and he said that he had forgotten about what had happened, so

went to ny house.

Q And do you know if others heard about this incident,
besi des you who were present?

A The thing happened in public.

Q Did it have any effect on any others?
A Yes.
Q

What was the effect?
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A They were afraid by then. Apart fromthe other

any fighter that entered Pendenbu was afraid that -- they

Did you see the exanple that Issa set? So whosoever stole he

woul d be beaten. So that was the after-effect which was on

ever ybody.
Q Were there any farnms in Pendenbu or the villages in
A Yes, they laid farms. A lot of people laid farnms in

Pendenmbu because when the farming start in 1995 everybody had

been laying the farm every year
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Q VWhat happened to the produce fromthe farnms in 1998?
A Whosoever laid a farm and when he harvested, and he had

corn, whatever he had was your own. Nobody asked anybody.
laid a farm and nobody asked nme to subscribe anyt hing.

Q Do you know i f Sesay had a farmin Pendenbu, in 19982

A I don't know except the community farmthat was |aid and

that was for everybody, so | wouldn't say that he had no hands

the farm

Q Sorry, who rmade the community farm which was for
A The chi ef dom peopl e, and sone fighters.

Q Who worked on the farnf

Cvilians had been working there. They had sone

goi ng there

Q And what happened to the harvest?
A Well, the farmthat was harvested, the rice man was
right --

THE | NTERPRETER:  Your Honours, would the witness go

the last bit of his testinony?
MR JORDASH:
Q M Wtness, would you just repeat the |ast sentence,

pl ease?
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A When they had harvested, the rice barn was before the

house at Pendenmbu. All the rice was brought there and it was

par ked t here.

Q What happened to it after it had been parked there?
A. Well, it was that one, it was between himand the
commander, so | was not with them | did not know how it was

used. So | wouldn't be able to tell nuch.

Q Do you know what the attitude of the civilians was to
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wor ki ng on the comunity farnf

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Let me -- he says he doesn't know what
happened to the rice that was parked. You say it depended on
who? | nean, he said sonething. He said there is a chiefdom

commander or who -- can you take that again? The rice which

parked, the rice on the community farm which was parked

in the store, what do you say happened to it? You say you

know what happened to it, to be fair to you, that is what you
sai d.

THE W TNESS: Mm hmm

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: And do you know so-so-so and those who
woul d know how it was used?

THE WTNESS: Well, it was the chi efdom commander and

G5 commander who were at Pendenbu because they had -- the rice
was in their custody.

MR JORDASH:
Q Just so we are clear, are you saying you don't know what
happened after it went into the custody of the chiefdom
conmander ?

A Well, the whole of the rice, how the thing was done,
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woul d give sone to -- a seed rice to civilians, who would

and if it was a man that was able to work, he would give the

to him But the rest of the rice that remained, | wouldn't be
able to tell. See, | used to see and | used to hear.
Q Thank you. Now, just a few nore subjects, M Wtness.

won't be long. Are you aware of any attack on Segbwena in

or 1999?
A Yes.
Q And who was attacking?
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A Vell, it was the RUF.

Q Do you know i f anything happened to civilians follow ng
attack?

A Wl |, after the attack, | was at Manowa. It was there

I heard that they had come with civilians to Bununbu.
Q Go on.
| went there.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: That who had come with civilians to
Bunurmbu? Not they; who had conme with civilians to Bununbu?
THE W TNESS: The fighters.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: The RUF fighters?

THE WTNESS: Yes. They were the ones that cane with

MR JORDASH:
Q Who was the commander in Pendenbu at that tine?
A It was Denis Lansana.
Q Now, when the RUF fighters cane with the civilians, what

happened to thenf

A Bununmbu, when | went there, when the fighters saw ne,

said that they wanted to take the civilians across the Ma but
now that you' ve conme, here they are.

Q So, what happened to thenf
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| took themall.

And what did you do?

MVanowa.

And what happened when you cane to Manowa?

A
Q
A We cane -- we cane to
Q
A

It was the road that

led to Pendenbu. So we cane to the

ferry, we crossed, and we went to Pendenbu.

Q Go on.

A So when we arrived at

SCSL -

Pendenbu, | went to Denis, and
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himthat Denis, | had come with civilians.

Q But did anything with them M Wtness?

A Not hi ng happened with the civilians; they gave ne 200

civilians. Wwen | canme with the paper, when | arrived with

by then, before Denis, we counted up to 201. See, there was a
little child on its nother's back, so that was the only thing

t hat happened because they asked ne why the child was -- and

I did not count the child and he was asking ne the question

| aughi ng.
Q Wiere did they go to live, these civilians, M Wtness?
A It was in Pendenbu, they were based, and sone others

to various villages because a I ot of themare born of

Si nneh, Sakiyemn, a lot of them So a |lot of them were not

strangers.

Q They regi stered?

A Yes. Yes.

Q And how were they treated by the RUF?

A Well, when we arrived, that very day, Denis Lansana, he
gave -- he gave rice, Maggi. Wat was not in large -- in
nunber was palmoil, so they prepared food and they ate.
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nightfall, saw themthat were, whose places were just by
Pendenbu, so they started goi ng hone.

Q And were there any who didn't have anywhere to |ive?
A Pendenbu, there's a lot of place to accommopdate them

People were afraid of jet, so that was why a ot of themdid

want to spend the night at Pendenbu.
Q Ckay. In 1998 and 1999, did you receive any conplaints
fromwonen concerning forced rel ati onships? Do you understand

the question?
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A Yes, that was between --
THE | NTERPRETER:  Your Honours, would the witness be
instructed to repeat the |last testinony?

[ RUFOSNOVO7E - JS]

MR JORDASH:
Q Repeat the | ast sentence?
A Yes. It was between Haja and Bunduka.
Q Any ot hers?
A Wl |, even the conmandant that was there, Denis Lansana

THE | NTERPRETER:  Your Honours, the interpreter did not

the name of the individual just mentioned.
MR JORDASH:

Did you say Denis Lansana, M Wtness?
Deni s Lansana and his wfe.

What happened with thenf?

> O > O

They had a clash. There was a probl em between them At

that time he was a commander. So he only said that he was

to treat the matter, it was not a joint security business, so

| eft them because the worman did not report and the man did not

report, so when we heard about it, we went and greeted him
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started asking himin a very funny way, so as to get the

but he and the woman were there, and they even had a child who
had matured, the child had al so given birth and the child has
al so mat ur ed.

Q kay. Just to be clear, did you | earn what the nature

the crash was? |If you didn't, you didn't. Don't specul ate.

A No, no, | don't know. | don't ask anyway. | was afraid

hi mduring that tinme. He was ny conmander.

Q Now, did you know in 1996 soneone call ed | shaka?
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A Yes; he was a bodyguard to |Issa Sesay.

Q In 1996 did you neet hinf

A Yes, | saw him

Q Where did you see hinf

A Pendenbu.

Q Did you speak to hinf

A Yes. Al of us had been talking to each other.

Q How ol d was he in 1996, approximately?

A Wel |, he was around 25 years.

Q Did you know any ot her bodyguards of Issa Sesay in 19967
A Yes. It was a Alhaji.

Q How ol d was Al haji, approximately, in 19967

A Vel |, he was about 20.

Q Dd1l -- 1 don't think | asked you how ol d was Boy
when --

A Boy George?

Q In 1996, how ol d was he?

A 20. 20 years.

Q Thank you.

A You' re wel cone.

MR JORDASH.  Your Honour, the only other subject | would

li ke to deal

with is the one that Your

Honour was concer ned
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dealing with in a public open session. |It's three or four
questions about the MP conmander in Pendenbu, the overall M
commander. |'maquite content, if Your Honours considers it

acceptable to deal with it in an open session because | think

can deal with it in a discreet way.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes, if you can deal with it in a

di screet way, fine. W wll deal with it in that way and we
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avoi d the mechani sms of going in and out of closed session,

know.
MR JORDASH:
Q I just want to ask you about O Jalley, M Wtness.
Yes.
Q D d you observe hi mworking in Pendenbu and the
envi rons?
A Yes.
Q What was he doing, practically speaking?
A Well, he, by then, was passing instruction to the town

commander, so as to arrest any soldier who was reported, who

at the front line, he was the one that was passing the border.

Then it was he that was ahead of us, who had been submitting

report that we had fromthe joint security of the comrander in

char ge.

Q Was he having anything to do with civilians?

A No.

Q D d you have the opportunity to observe his relationship

with civilians? |If you didn't, you didn't.

A No.
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Q Feel free to say you don't know, M Wtness. |f you

know, you don't know. It's perfectly acceptable.

MR JORDASH. |'ve got no further questions, thank you.

you remain there, M Wtness, there will be some questions

others. Thank you.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Thank you, M Jordash.

MR CAMMEGH. Your Honour, before ny learned friend

could | leave the roomfor two mnutes, please?

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes, you may.
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MR CAMMEGH. Thank you. | think there's some confusion.

There's no need for ny learned friends to wait. They can

on. | will only be two mnutes, unless they have no

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: They will continue, of course.

MR CAMMEGH: Thank you.

PRESIDING JUDGE: | amjust waiting for themto organise
t hensel ves for whoever will spring to his feet to start.

CRCSS- EXAM NED BY MR DUMBUYA:

Q Good afternoon, M Wtness.

Yes, good afternoon, sir.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: M Al usi ne Sesay?

MR DUMBUYA: M Lansana Dunbuya.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: M Lansana Dunbuya.

MR DUMBUYA: Yes, Your Honour.

Q M Wtness, nmy name is M Dunbuya. | represent Kallon
I will be asking you a few questions. |I'mnot going to be too
long. |If you do not understand any question, please ask ne to

repeat it and | will do so.

A Al right.

Q Now, when you were being led by ny |l earned friend

M Jordash, you said whilst you were at the training base you

were taught certain ideol ogies?
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A

Q

you were al so taught

Yes.

And you would agree with me that at that particular time

rebel lion was there?

A

Q
A

Yes.

Can you tel

Vel |,

-- you were also told the reason why the

us the reason?

what they told us, they said we are fighting for
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denmocracy, but |et everybody have equal rights. Then, to w pe
away the rotten systemthat was there in the country; that was
what they were telling us.

Q And by then you were a teacher who had just graduated

col l ege? Yes?

A Yes.

Q And you were aware of the systemthen?
A Yes.

Q Were you happy with the systemthen?

JUDGE BOUTET: What do you nean by "then"? What's the
"then"? '91, '92?

MR DUVBUYA:
Q In 1991 when the rebels cane, were you happy with the
gover nance then?

A No, | was not glad. | was not glad with the governnent

again | was not glad that the war came because that was the

time | heard the heavy gun sounds. That was the

had, to see gun, to see different gun. Even the barrel we had
not seen before but during this tine we were seeing them al
over.

Q M Wtness, you spoke about civilians being brought from
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the war -- fromthe front, fromthe front |ine?
A Yes.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: M Dunbuya, let ne -- he said --
M Wtness, you said you were not happy, you know, with the
governnent at the time in 1991. But that you were not gl ad
either when the war cane. It neans that you neither |iked the

governnent at the time, nor were you happy that the war cane.

that what you want to say?
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THE WTNESS: No. What | want to say, we were not glad
when we were hearing the heavy sounds of guns, and we saw nany
guns goi ng around, so we were not really happy over it.

Everybody was di scouraged because we had never seen them

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Ckay. Yes, M Dunbuya, you may

MR DUMBUYA

Q Now, M Wtness, | remenber you spoke about 200

whi ch after counted you said was 2017
A Yes.
Q Now, if you agree with ne, you say so; if you don't, you

say so. Now, you will agree with nme that those civilians, one

the primary reasons why they were brought to the rear was for
their safety?
A Yes. That was the first thing.

Q And al so, you would al so agree with nme that another

was for the fear of themnot being in a liberated area. Let

put this again: You would agree with ne that another reason

for the fact that if they were left there, and eneny forces

over, then sone of themwould be killed?
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A Yes. That was the first law, that no civilians should

at the front |ine.

Q Now, you spoke about farms in Pendenbu?
A Yes.
Q And if nmy menory serves ne right, you spoke about the

that you, yourself, had a farm you said farmor gardens, sort

of ?
A It was a rice farm | had a rice farmat the G njama.
Q And you al so spoke about a community farn?

Yes.
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Q Now, | want to suggest to you that there were different
types of conmunity farmns?
A Yes. Besides the one the G had, the kitchen, so many

ot her people had farnms in the villages, apart from Pendenbu

Q Now, you would agree with ne that certain set of
communities, or groups of people, like the Muslins, the

Christians, these sort of people in the community will have

own farms. You have a Muslimcommunity farm you have a
Christian commnity farnf®

A Yes. They arranged it later, after the inter-religious
counci | had been forned.

Q Now, woul d you help us with the period when you said

"after," the period in which this, you know, Mislim and

community farnms were established?

A That was in 1997, Pendenbu; | was there. The Musli ns,

all made swanps; the Christians also made swanp. Only that

swanps were not that big.

Q This was during the junta tine?
A Yes.
Q Now, you would agree with ne that the proceeds, for

exanple, of the Muslimfarnms, would go directly to the Mislim
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community, and the proceeds of the Christian farns go directly

the Christian community, and no one el se. No one el se was
entitled except those categories of people?

A That was how they arranged it, and that was what |

Q And al so you would agree with me that, apart fromthose

farns, you would agree with nme that other units in the RUF

made their own farns, like the Gbs had their own farns, the

conbat medic had their own farns; would you agree with me?
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A Vell, that one, | heard it, but we were not able to make
that farm because during that time, the first time they canme
with, they said it had nedicine and that tinme had al ready
expired, so the rice that was given to nme, we did not make any

farm because all unit nenbers had their own farns, so we

to eat it.
Q Now, M Wtness, you've indicated to this Court that you

were one of the IDUs in Pendenbu?

A Yes.

Q And you held that position in Pendenbu in 1998?

A Yes.

Q Now, M Wtness, you know Nyama Juru which is in

A No, Nyama Juru is on the Liberian border; it is not in
Pendenbu. It is far off. It is nore than 40 miles.

Q kay. But as an IDU you were aware of the Nyana Juru
j ungl e?

A Yes, | heard about it.

Q The [indiscernible] jungle?

A Yes.

Q And in 1998, if an operation had been carried out at the

Nyama Juru jungle, you would have known about it?

A No. It was only the civilians | received fromthat end,
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but | didn't know whether they had run an operation or --

Q Ckay. Now, you would agree with ne that you never heard
about any Operation Born Naked whi ch took place at Nyama Juru
j ungl e?

A I was not near the place. | sawcivilians conming -- we

came with themfromthat end but these civilians were coni ng

Nyama. But apart fromthat, the operation's nane, | never
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that with anybody.

Q kay, M Wtness. Normally, there would be other |DUs

other areas of operation within the RUF, is that not so?

A Yes.

Q Do you normally share information or do you normally get
information fromother IDUs in other areas?

A Well, it was not so easy to share informati on because

IDU that is far away, after he has got his information, to
transfer that information to where he wants, it wll be
difficult. Because if the fighters knew that you are an | DU

even if it's a paper, you will not take it there. They wll

the paper fromyou and tear it off.
JUDGE BOUTET: Wiy woul d they do that, M Wtness?

THE WTNESS: Well, they would say that the I1DU, they

passing information to the commanders, and that the commanders
used to discipline them That was why they did not |ike the

IDUs. It was only the commanders and the civilians, they had

interests of the IDUs. That's why our agents who were in the

front line, they had to hide. |If they didn't hide, and he

paper, and if you know how to wite, when that -- when they
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that paper fromyou, it will no good. They will send him

Say: Co and sit down. That was what the fighters were doing

with the I1DU. That was why to transfer information was very

difficult.
MR DUMBUYA:
Q But you would agree with me that in your unit, the |IDU

normal |y received reports fromwhat is happening from your

A Yes, there are tines we get information. |f the agent

a chance to either escape with the report, he wites it and
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withit. If he does not conme with it, he cannot wite, he

say it, he would say it, that sonething, such-and-such a thing

happened, but, at tinmes, they don't even have time to nove

where they are. As soon as they notice that this man is an

that -- to cross the boundary to go to another town -- they

never allow them It happened so nmany tines.

Q Now, M Wtness, whilst at Pendenmbu as an |IDU officer

woul d agree with nme that you never, never had any report
concerni ng any Qperation Born Naked at Nyama Juru Jungl e?

A That particul ar operation you are saying of | have never
heard report about it; only that | received civilian from

those -- that particular end. They brought themto Pendenbu

Q Thank you, M W tness.
MR DUMBUYA: Your Honours, that's all | have for this
W t ness.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Thank you, M Dunbuya.

MR CAMMEGH: Can | just have a nmonent, Your Honours,

I check the | ast paragraph of that testinony? Thank you
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes, M Cammegh, you nay proceed.

CROSS- EXAM NED BY MR CAMVEGH



21 Q Yes. Good afternoon, M Wtness.

22 A Good afternoon, sir.

23 Q It's correct that the DU had no power. | represent
_ 24 Augustine Gbhao, by the way. Al right. 1It's correct, isn't
It,

25 that the 1DU had no power of arrest; would you agree?

26 A Yes.

27 Q If a civilian was having difficulty w th another
civilian,
A 28 the normal procedure would be for that civilian to report to
t he

29 Gb; do you agree?
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1 A Yes.
2 Q And, generally speaking, it was within the purview of
t he
3 Gb to sort that problemout; would you agree?
4 A Repeat the question, sir.
5 Q General |y speaking, it was up to the G5 to sort that
6 probl em out; would you agree?
7 A Yes.
8 Q Where a civilian had a problemwith a conbatant, a
9 different procedure followed; is that correct?
10 A Yes.
11 Q | suggest the procedure went like this: The civilian
woul d
12 report the incident to the G and the G5 would, in turn
report
13 the incident to a nenber of the IDU, would you agree?
14 A Yes.
15 Q According to the procedure that was laid down, it was
t hen
16 for the IDUto report the matter to the MP; correct?
17 A Yes.
18 Q The desired procedure in theory, at that point, was for
t he
19 local G5 IDU and MP men concerned to informthe area or
bri gade
20 conmander of the incident, or, if he was unavailable, to

report



21 to the local battalion commander; would you agree?

22 A Yes.
23 Q The next step, | suggest, would be for that area or
24 battalion commander to instruct the MP commander to effect the
25 arrest of the suspect; would you agree?
26 A Yes.

. 27 Q Fol I owi ng the arrest, the MP comrander called upon

vari ous

28 unit representatives to forma Joint Security Board of
29 I nvestigation; do you agree?
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A Yes.
Q The Joint Security Board al ways consi sted of

representatives fromthe MP;, yes?

Yes.
The | DU?
Yes.
Gb; yes?
Yes.

And the IO is that correct?
Yes. But the IOit is not always.
But as often as possible; would you agree?

Yes.

o » 0 » O > O > O P

And, on occasion, as often as possible were

fromthe conbat medics in the Joint Security Board?
Yes.

Signal l ers?

Yes.

And ot hers where possible; would you agree?

Yes.

o >» O > O »F

Havi ng reached its conclusion in relation to guilt or

i nnocence, was it the duty of the Joint Security Board to send

report to the area or brigade commuander, in order for action
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be aut horised?
A Yes, we did it.
Q Thank you. Wbuld you agree with this, please, that the

only time that a report froma Joint Security Board was sent

the overall 1 DU or security comrander was in circunstances

the area or brigade commander had failed to inplenent a Joint

Security Board recommendati on; do you agree?
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A Yes. But at tinmes, if the area commander was not on the
ground, the investigation would be done and we will carry it

to -- with the overall security comander. W will never

time, but we would not know the time would be coming, and
sonet hi ng happen, so we can take it.

JUDGE BOUTET: You would take it with whom do you say,
M Wtness, if the brigade conmander is not on the ground, not
avai l abl e? You said --

THE WTNESS: |If the security command -- the overal

security commander is not there, but the brigade conmander is

there, we will take it direct. W will not wait for the

conmander to come. We will carry there to the overall, to the
overal |l security commander.
JUDGE BOUTET: |I'mnot sure. You say if the brigade

commander and the overall security comander are not there,

do you do? You said, your first exanmple was if the brigade

commander is not on the ground, then you would report to the

security, the overall security commander. Is it what you say?
THE W TNESS: Yes.

JUDGE BOUTET: And then you woul d take whatever action

approved?
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THE WTNESS: Yes. Wen the brigade commander cones, he
will tell himthat such-and-such a thing had happened and t hat
such-and-such is what we decided on

JUDGE BQUTET: Thank you.

MR CAMVECH

Q M Wtness, | want to repeat what | just suggested to

and | want you to nake sure that you are sure about what

saying. Wat | am suggesting to you is this: That the only
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occasi on when the overall 1DU, or security commander, should

sent reports fromthe Joint Security Board was when an area or

bri gade conmander had failed to inplement a Joint Security

Board's reconmendation. Now, as a general proposal, is that
right?
A It was not happening that way all the time. If the

commander was not on the ground, the overall security

was there, we would give it to himand even if they come with

civilians fromthe front line, after we have registered them

will go to the brigade commander; we can also go to the

conmander and informhim It was not only an action which the

bri gade conmmander did not take; that's why we were taking it

the security comuander.
JUDGE THOWPSON: |s your question designed to elicit an
answer as to the procedure? Because you used the word,

"proposal " just now and | thought that was a little bit

because | think, if | understand the thrust of your question
you' re seeking at getting an answer as to procedure?

MR CAMMEGH: Yes.
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JUDGE THOVPSON: And of course, if that is the case

the answer fromthe w tness shows that you are not on the sane
radar screen, because he is going to practice --

MR CAMMEGH: Yes.

JUDGE THOMPSON: -- rather than procedure. And this has
al ways been one of the problens in cross-exam nati on questions

whi ch do not articulate the difference between the norm and

actual practice.

MR CAMMEGH: Very well. 1'mgoing to clear this up, if

may. |'msorry to |abour the point.
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Q Is what you are saying this then that -- let me put it a
different way. |In theory, in theory, was the procedure that
overal |l security commander, overall |1DU comuander, should only

receive reports when the area commander had failed to act on

Joint Security Board' s recomrendati on?
A No, we were not acting that way.
Q No, M Wtness --

JUDGE THOWPSON: This is the difficulty. It may well be
that the articulation of the difference, the context of the
interpretation itself may well be flawed.

MR CAMMEGH: Can | try again?

JUDGE THOMPSON: Because, clearly, it is not right for a

Chanber to draw the conclusion, and | amresisting any

that witnesses are not capable of making this distinction.
MR CAMVECH:

Q I"mgoing to try one last tine with this, M Wtness,

want you to bear in mind his Honour's conments and | want you

|isten, please, to the question.
A I"mlistening.

Q I"mgoing to ask you first about the theory and then I'm
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going to ask you about the practice. |'mmaking a suggestion

A Al right.
Q -- I"mmaki ng a suggestion to you. This, | suggest, is
correct: That in theory, the only circunstances in which the

overall 1DU or security conmmander should receive reports from

Joint Security Board's finding were where an area conmmander

failed to carry out the Joint Security Board's

Do you agree?

A No, we were not operating that way. | have repeated
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so many times; we were not operating that way.

Q Yes, | agree. I'msorry, I'mgoing to have to ask you

question: Do you understand the difference between theory,

happened in theory? Sorry, what should happen in theory and

happened in practice? Do you understand the distinction?

A Yes. Theory --
Q Yes.
A -- theory is sonmething that is supposed to happen or to

and practice is what is taking place.

Q That's right. |'mnmaking a very sinple suggestion to

on behal f of M bao.

A Al right.

Q I' m suggesting that there was a theory on paper?

A MM hmm

Q And the theory was that when the Joint Security Board

reached a concl usion, that conclusion would be sent to the

commander; do you agree with nme so far?
A Yes, | agree with the theory
Q Thank you. Let me finish the theory because there's a

second part. The second part is this: That finding fromthe
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Joint Security Board would only be reported to the overall |DU

and security commander in the unusual circunstance where the

commander had failed to inplenent the Joint Security Board's

recommendation. Now, in theory, do you agree with what |I'm

sayi ng?
A Yes.
Q Thank you. Now let's turn to the practice. [|'m

this: That in practice, every finding fromevery Joint

Board in Kailahun District, was reported to the area conmander

SCSL - TRI AL CHAMBER |



Page 84

Jor dash

SO.

Local

t he

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

SESAY ET AL

5 NOVEMBER 2007 OPEN SESSI ON

he was available; is that right?

A Yes.

Q Right. If he was not avail able, what |'m suggesting is
that, in practice, those reports would instead be sent to the
| ocal battalion commander; am| right?

A Well, | don't understand that |ocal battalion conmander

Q M Wtness, | want to enphasi se sonething that M

said to you just now, and it means no criticismof you at all

If you don't know the answer to any question, please just say

It's quite all right. This Court -- the last thing that this

Court wants you to do is guess. So let nme just try and start

agai n.

A It's not a matter of guessing.

Q I know, but --

A But when you nentioned | ocal --

Q Battalion?

A -- local battalion and we never had that nane there.

battal i on commander, that was what confused ne.

Q VWhat | nmean is the nearest battalion comander to where

Joint Security Board took place?

A Oh, yes, yes.
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Q Let nme put the question again. Wat |I'm suggesting is

in practice, if the local -- if the nearest area commander was
not around, in practice, the Joint Security Board would report

its finding to the nearest battalion conmander; do you agree

what |' m sayi ng?

A Yes.
Q kay. Now, the final part of what |'m suggesting to you
practice is this: |Is that where the nearest area conmander
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where appropriate, where the nearest battalion commander

i gnored the findings of that Joint Security Board, then it was

the duty of that board to report its findings to the overal

or security commander, and only in those circunstances; do you

agree?
A Yes.
MR CAMMEGH. | can see Your Honour --
JUDGE BQUTET: | know you are always | ooking at ne when

ask these questions but it's not to cause any difficulty.

just to clarify an issue with you, M Wtness. The scenario

was put to you because you seemto have sone difficulty with

word "local" and then the word "nearest" was used. Wen the

Joint Security Board was investigating a fighter, the area or
bri gade conmander, or the battalion commander concerned, is it
the battalion conmander or the area commander under whomthis

fighter came? |n other words, the reporting scenari o would be

go to the battalion conmander in charge of that fighter, or

area commander in charge of that fighter; is it what you nean

this? Do you understand nmy question? A battalion conmander
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woul d command a certain nunber of fighters under his comand;

you agree?
THE W TNESS: Yes

JUDGE BOQUTET: So if one of his fighters is facing a

Security Board, this is the battalion commander to whomthe

woul d be reporting to, isn't it?
THE WTNESS: No; he can report to the area conmander
JUDGE BQUTET: The battalion commander or the area
commander. The battalion commander in question cones under an

area commander in the sanme sector, the sane area. The fighter
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question belongs to a battalion commander and that battalion

conmander belongs to an area commander. Just to press that:

extra | would give you: Could the Joint Security Board report

their findings to the area conmander in Western Jungl e when

area in question is Northern Jungle? What is the nornal
pr ocedur e?
THE | NTERPRETER:  Your Honour --

THE W TNESS: The joint security would informthe

comander .
JUDGE BOUTET: Yes.

THE W TNESS: Then the battalion conmander will inform

area commander about the incident that had happened.
JUDGE BQUTET: And the area commander here is the area

conmander under whomthe battalion commander cones under; his

area commander. That's what you nean by this?

THE W TNESS: Yes.

JUDGE BOQUTET: | hope, M Cammegh, | have not confused
much the issue. |It's just to try to understand, because the
nearest -- they mght be the nearest but not necessarily the
i n comrand.



21 MR CAMMEGH. | think Your Honour could see why | used

t hat
22 word. It was the witness' difficulty with the word "l ocal"
but |
23 don't think any problemarises fromthat.
24 Q Can | just clear up one nmatter that nmight flow fromHs
25 Honour's questions. | just want to confirmthis, please,
26 M Wtness: That the procedure required the Joint Security
Boar d
27 to go to the area or brigade commander as a priority with its
28 finding; do you agree? And it was only if he was unavail abl e
29 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: You're making it too | ong now for him
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1 The problemw th these questions is that when they are |ong
t hey

2 becone conplex for the witness to follow the trend. True
enough

3 he has been to school, but these are being put -- |ike when
you

4 are using if appropriating, or [indiscernible] in doing so,
and

5 so on and so forth, they require a judicial understanding.
It's

6 good to sinmplify themas nmuch as possible. | think that is
wher e

7 our difficulty is comng from and for the witness as well.
It

8 is very long. It becones blurred and not very deci pherable
for

9 the witness to be able to provide an adequate response to the

10 question. So, please, if you nay take that again.

11 MR CAMVEGH

12 Q The Joint Security Board, | suggest, would only report
to

13 the battalion commander if the area conmmander was unavail abl e;
do

14 you agree?

15 A Yes.

16 Q I can nmove on fromthis point now | think every RUF

17 conbat ant knew that an area or brigade conmander was

responsi bl e

18 for front line matters; do you agree?
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A Yes.
Q And is this right: That each brigade would contain four

battal i ons?

A Yes.

Q Which in turn contained four conpani es?

A Yes.

Q Which in turn contained -- can | switch back on, please

which in turn contained four, where did we get to, conpanies

pl at oons?

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Start that again. Each brigade

how rmany battalions?
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THE W TNESS: Four.

MR CAMMEGH:

How many conpani es in each battalion?
Four .

How many pl atoons in each conpany?
Four pl at oons.

How many squads in each pl atoon?

Four squads.

o >» O » O > O

Now, where possible, did each brigade, battalion

have MPs assigned to it?
A Yes.

Q Simlarly, did each brigade, battalion or conpany have

assigned to it?

A Yes.
Q Gbs assigned to it?
A No, not all. The G5 were not assigned to platoon or

compani es. Even IDUs were not assigned to conpanies or

IDUs were afraid of the fighters because they don't have arns.

Even the commanders don't have arnms. They don't have

So they were not assigning IDUs at the front |ine.

Q Well, didn't each brigade and battalion have | DUs
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to thenf
A The battalion -- the battalions had | DUs.

JUDGE BQUTET: M Wtness, you said when you answered

question that they had --

THE WTNESS: Front line. Front line. Battalion is
different fromthe battalion. The battalion headquarter was
there. Al the battalions had headquarters, so the |IDUs, they

were there.
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JUDGE BOUTET: But you were saying, you were asked about

MPs at the battalion and conpany |evel and you said "yes."

you added pl atoons. Where there MPs also with the pl atoons?
THE WTNESS: Yes, they were in platoons. They were

pl aci ng pl atoons in squads, but there was no IDU inside a

or a squad. At tines, one IDU would be in the whole battalion
where MPs woul d be so nmany.

MR CAMVEGH
Q Al right, M Wtness, |'ll accept that answer. But can

you please confirmthis to ne: That there was an area or

| DU commander ?
A Yes.
Q Right. And who was that, please, in Kailahun District

bet ween 1997 and ' 997

A In Pendenbu, it was Denis Lansana who was the brigade
commander .
Q Forgive ne, that might have been ny mstake. |'m asking

about the area or brigade | DU commander. Who was that,

in Kailahun District, in -- between '97 and '99?
A Well, the brigade commander was Sam Kol |l eh. He was the

commander in 1998 to 2000.
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Q Who was the battalion --

A He was in Kail ahun.

Q What did you say his nane was, Sanf?

A Sam Kol | eh. Sam Kol leh. He was in Kailahun
Q Who was the battalion | DU commander?

A Battalion -- no, not |IDU battalion comrander.
Q No, the question was -- well, let ne put

you nane a battalion | DU conmander ?

SCSL -
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A Yes.
Q Right. Go on.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: So Sam Kol |l eh was not a battalion | DU
commander ?
THE W TNESS: At all.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: That's the inpression you re giving

THE W TNESS: No, no.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Because you said in 1997 to 1999.

was responding to | earned counsel's question.

MR CAMVEGH: Your Honour, unless | made a dreadful

I was suggesting the brigade | DU commander.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: It was the brigade | DU commander, yes,
you're right. It's the brigade | DU commander.

MR CAMMEGH. Yes, now |I'm asking about -- now |'m asking
himto nane one battalion | DU cormander.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: But what --

THE W TNESS: But you asked for a battalion.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: What |'msaying is you asked for the

brigade |1 DU commander, and the inpression he gave was that it

Sam Kol | eh.

MR CAMMEGH: That's correct.
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PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Now it turns out that Sam Kol |l eh was
i nstead, you know, the area brigade conmmander.

JUDGE BQUTET: No, battalion conmmander.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Battalion commander.

THE WTNESS: | heard of battalion conmmander. | heard

battal i on commander.

JUDGE BQUTET: But the question you were asked, M

was to name the area or brigade commander, |DU commuander,
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the 1 DU commander for the area or the brigade, '97 '99, in

So that was the question; if you knew

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: And that was when you nentioned Sam

eh, so, you know --

THE W TNESS:

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Who was he?

THE W TNESS:

No, he is not.

in Kailahun?

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Syl vester,

THE WTNESS: No at all

MR CAMVECH:

to have to dwell

;| don't know.

Your Honours, |

Wio was he? 1997, 1999,

He was Syl vester.

whose surnane you don't

notice the tinme and |'m

on this topic for alittle bit. 1 wonder if

coul d break there?

Wil

PRESI DI NG JUDGE:  Yes.

recess for a few m nutes.

[Break taken at 4.37 p.m]

| think we will break here and

[ RUFOSNOVO7F - JS]

The Chanber will rise.

[Upon resunming at 5.10 p.m]

PRESI DI NG JUDGE:  Yes,

MR CAMVEGH:

Thank you,

M  Canmegh.

Your

Honour .
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Q

M Wtness, | asked you just before the break to nane

area or brigade | DU conmmander in Kailahun District between

and 1999 and you naned that man as Sam Kol | eh; correct?

A

No.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: He said Sylvester.

MR CAMMEGH. Ch, now |I'm getting confused.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Syl vester.

MR CAMMEGH. Thank you, Your Honours, yes.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: The man whose surname he does not
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JUDGE THOWMPSON: The | aw of di m ni shing returns.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Never mind. |It's getting to 5.30 so

M Cammegh needs to go and sl eep over sonme of his strategies

hi s t houghts.

MR CAMMEGH. Yes, I'mjust going to try and plough

as much of this as | can before that tine.
Q Can | suggest that you're m staken about that, that the
area or brigade | DU conmander, during those years in Kailahun

was, in fact, Francis Miusa; that's right, isn't it?

A From 1998 to 2000, it was Syl vester.

Q Vell --

A He was stationed at Kail ahun Town.

Q | beg to differ with you, there. | wonder if | can help

you by suggesting that, in fact, you, yourself, replaced

Musa as the area commander, | DU commander, for Kail ahun

in 1999?
JUDGE BOQUTET: Well, isn't it a bit touchy given this --
MR CAMMEGH. Argunentative
JUDGE BOUTET: Well, it's not argunentative. It's the
identity of the wtness.

MR CAMMEGH: Ch, |I'msorry, yes. Yes; | mght have to



22 back to that later, I'mafraid, tonorrow.

23 Q I'' m suggesting that Francis Misa was the area commander
for

24 Kai | ahun District between '97 and '99. Can | suggest this:
That

25 hi s deputy was Sheku Coonber who was assigned with Sam
Bockari e

26 in Buedu; am| right about that?

27 A Yes.

28 THE | NTERPRETER:  Your Honours, the w tness did not get
t he

29 name of the individual that the witness has nentioned.
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MR CAMVECH
Q Can | ask you to stop there, M Wtness. There's a
problemwith the translation. | wll just repeat the question

and then ask you to answer it again so the interpreters get

everything correctly. |'ve suggested that Francis Misa's

between ' 97 and ' 99, when he was | suggest district |1DU
commander, was Sheku Coonber; do you agree?

A Yes.

Q And what | further suggested just now was that he was

assigned to be with Sam Bockarie in Buedu between '97 and '99;

you agree?
A Yes, because | used to see himthere. | did not know

whet her he was assigned there by Sam Bockarie, but he was

Q kay.

MR CAMMEGH: Your honours, |I'mafraid there are one or

issues I'"'mgoing to have to tidy up in closed session on this
t onor r ow.
Q But will you agree with ne on this: That the area or

bri gade 1 DU commander had a duty to report to the area or

conmander; do you agree?



A Yes.
Q And, M Wtness, do you agree that that was so with al
ot her RUF units?

A Yes. | only knew about |DU because for the other units

was not there, and | did not know t he procedures.

Q Al right. | just want to ask you about the 1O In
certain circunstances would the 1O -- I"'msorry, would an 10
agent report directly to an area or brigade conmander ?

A Yes.

SCSL - TRIAL CHAMBER |



Page 94

t he

confirm

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

SESAY ET AL

5 NOVEMBER 2007 OPEN SESSI ON

Q And i n exceptional circunstances, depending on the

intelligence of the information, not of the individual, did

| O agent have a duty to report to the |eader?

A Yes.

Q And did the sanme procedures follow with respect to the
Bl ack CGuards?

A | cannot tell. | was not in the unit. | was not there.

did not know their procedure.
Q That's fine. Can you confirm please, that under no
circunstances did the 10 ever report to the |DU?

THE | NTERPRETER:  Your Honours, could | earned counse
pl ease ask the question agai n?

MR CAMVEGH

Q Can you confirmthat the ID-- I'"msorry. Can you

that the 10 never reported to the | DU?
A At all. Not at all.
Q Thank you. Can you confirm please, that the IO never

wor ked together with the | DU?

A They used to work with IDU, joint security at tinmes. At
tines.
Q I understand they worked together in the Joint Security

Board, but, in terns of either intelligence-gathering, or
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investigations of crinmes, |'msuggesting the IQU, the |10 and

I DU never worked hand-in-hand; do you agree with ne?

A Yes.

Q Wul d you also agree that the identity of nost |1 Gs was
never disclosed to the IDUs; do you agree?

A No. | knew some of them

Q You knew sone of thenf?
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A Yes.

Q Sorre of the | Gs?

A Yes.

Q But, generally, was the identity of nost of the |1 Gs kept

secret from | DU agents?
A Yes. Yes.

Q Thank you. And | think you' ve already indicated that

I Cs did have access to the | eader directly?

A Yes. Yes.

Q | suggest that the MP unit reported -- | suggest that M
officers reported to their overall comanders; do you agree?
A Yes.

Q Simlarly, M Wtness, and if you don't know the answer,
pl ease say so; don't guess. But is it true that the G5 units

woul d report to their overall conmanders?

A Yes. At tinmes we would send joint security reports.
Q To their own overall conmmanders?
A Yes.

THE | NTERPRETER:  Your Honours, would the witness be
instructed to wait for the translati on?
MR CAMVEGH

Q Did you hear that, M Wtness? You' re being asked,
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to wait for the translation to cone through before you answer

question. It's a request fromthe interpreters, okay?
A Al right.

Q | appreciate you're eager to answer the question but

have to have tine to translate what you're saying. It was not
the duty of local MP or G5 conmanders to report to the overal

security comuander, was it?

SCSL - TRI AL CHAMBER |



Page 96

asked

fast.

to

you

to

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

SESAY ET AL

5 NOVEMBER 2007 OPEN SESSI ON

A No. They said that all joint security --

THE | NTERPRETER: Your Honours, would the w tness be

to repeat?

MR CAMVEGH
Q Can you repeat the answer, please?
A The instructions that | had, all joint security reports,

the MP commander, he was the one that was supposed to take
that --

THE | NTERPRETER:  Your Honours, again, the witness is

Wul d he be instructed to go sl ow?
MR CAMVECH

Q M Wtness, I'mvery sorry and | don't want to be rude

you, but this is very inportant and we have to get a record of

every word you're saying. The only way we can do that is if

go slowy so the translators can tell us what you're saying,
okay? So --

A Al right.

Q Can you start again and pause every now and then; all
right?
A Okay. The instructions that | had, if it was sonething
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be investigated, when we had done that, we did that on a

The 1DU should sign. G5 should sign. M should sign the

recommendati ons that we had nade. The MP commander, he was

one that would take it to the overall commander. If the

security commander was on the ground. |If he was not there,
woul d take it to the battalion conmander. That was how we
oper at ed.

Q Can | suggest a slightly different scenario to you,

You' ve already agreed with ne that local MP or G5 unit
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woul d report to their respective overall MP or G5 unit
conmanders, haven't you? You said that a few nonents ago?

A That was what | said. That if it was sonething to be

i nvestigated before it was another report it would be sent to
different commanders. But if it was sonething to be

i nvestigated, which the joint security have done, he was

to take it and present it. That was the difference. If it

sonet hing to be investigated.

Q I"'msorry, M Wtness, I'mhaving difficulty

what you're saying. Can we |eave the Joint Security Board out

this for a nonent, because we've already dealt with the Joint

Security Board. When you told the Court a few nonents ago

|l ocal MP or G5 unit commanders would report to their overal
commanders, what kind of reports were you referring to?
A Reports that had been comng, like, if it were civilians

that were brought, we used to informour various commanders

they had cone wi th such-and-such nunbers of civilians from

such-and-such areas. The G would i nformthe conmander and

IDU and the MP. That was what we used to do.
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Q kay. Pause there.

that those were the kind of

respective overall conmmanders of MP and G5?

A MM hrmm

Q Is that "yes"?

A Yes; if we had not done any investigation.
Q That's fine.

A And if we had not been able to |locate them

had given themto people, and we are with peopl e,

we nmade [indiscernible] if we conpiled the report
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that would take it.

Q Okay. Now, these -- this kind of report, aml right,

not go to the overall security conmander; do you agree?
A Well, that, | would not be able to really tell.

Q Al right. Then | don't want you to guess. In respect

the reports that you' ve just told us about, that would trave
fromMP and G5 unit comranders to their respective overal
conmanders, was it then the duty of those respective overal

commanders to report to the | eader?

A Yes.
Q Thank you. Can you confirmthis, please: That apart
fromthe -- no. Can you confirmthis: The only unit in the

who woul d report to Augustine Ghao was the IDU;, do you agree?

A Well, he was the overall security comander and the

securities were -- securities and | would not be able to say

the other units --

THE | NTERPRETER:  Your Honours, would the witness go a
little bit slow?

VR CAMVEGH
Q I"msorry, you're doing it again. It's not your fault.

kay.
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Q But can you start again, slowy. Wat |I'msuggesting to

you is that no other unit except the IDU would report to Ghao

what's your answer?

A | said that | would not be able to tell. First, he was

overall IDU commander. Then he becane overall security

again. So | wouldn't know if the other unit, units had been
sendi ng reports.

Q Al right. That's fine. Now, | asked you before the
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to nane a battalion | DU commander and [ REDACTED] .

A [ REDACTED .
Q Good. Thank you. And did you, in your position as
battalion | DU conmander -- excuse ne, Your Honours.

JUDGE BOUTET: Aren't we again running into the sane
probl em that you were getting into before?
MR CAMVEGH: Sorry, Your Honour, could that please be

renoved fromthe record, be redacted fromthe records

JUDGE BOQUTET: Although there was no tinme frane

but anyhow - -
MR CAMMEGH: No, it's entirely ny fault and | apol ogi se.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Well, M Canmegh, for technica

we have to adjourn here, please. W hope that by the tinme we
start tonorrow the technical problemw Il be, which has been
signall ed by the Court Managenent, would be corrected. Wl
| earned counsel, the Chanber will rise and we will resume
tomorrow at 9.30. The Chanber rises, please

[ Wher eupon the hearing was adj ourned at

5.30 p.m, to be reconvened on Tuesday, the

day of Novenber 2007 at 9.30 a.m]
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W TNESSES FOR THE DEFENCE:
WTNESS: Dl S-149
EXAM NED BY MR JORDASH

CROSS- EXAM NED BY MR DUMBUYA

CROSS- EXAM NED BY MR CAMVEGH



