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1 RU26NOVO7A - JS]

2 Monday, 26 Novenber 2007
3 [ The accused present]
4 [ The witness entered Court]
5 [ Open session]
6 [ Upon conmencing at 9.49 a.m]
7 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Good norni ng, |earned counsel.
e
8 are resum ng our proceedings. Yes, is it Ms Ashraph who is
9 taki ng the next w tness?
09:57:44 10 M5 ASHRAPH. It is, Your Honour. The next witness is
11 DI S-187. She is the 17th witness for the Defence, M Sesay's
12 Def ence.
13 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Right.
14 M5 ASHRAPH. She will be testifying in Mende today.
Your
09:58:19 15 Honour, the witness has just said she would like to use the
16 restroons.
17 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes, she may. She shoul d be all owed,
18 pl ease. She appears to be under stress. She is w nking and
19 wi nking. Better take her out quickly.
09:59:42 20 [ The witness stood down]
21 [ The witness entered Court]
22 W TNESS: DI S-187 [ Swor n]
23 [ The witness answered through interpreter]
24 M5 ASHRAPH:  Your Honours, before | start, the w tness
10: 03: 27 25 isn't literate and there are the names of two towns that will

26 have to be -- | will ask the assistance of Court Managenent to
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EXAM NED BY M5 ASHRAPH:
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M5 ASHRAPH:
Q Madam witness, it's right that you are of the Miuslim
A Yes.
Q And what | anguages do you speak?
A I can speak Mende, Krio clearly.
Q It's right that you have been nmarried for the past 17
years; is that correct?
A | am 54 years. There, | was 17 years when | got
Q And it's right, witness, that you are not literate?
A No.
Q Wt ness, when the war broke out in Sierra Leone it's
correct that you went to Guinea; is that right?
A Yes, | was in Quinea.
Q And where were you living when you were in Quinea?

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Is it that when the war broke out she



16 went to Quinea or that she was in Qui nea when the war broke

out ?
17 M5 ASHRAPH: 1'IlIl clarify that.
18 Q Wtness, do you know when you went to Qui nea?
A 19 A Vll, | was not here when the war broke out. | went,
t hen

10: 05: 05 20 after a week the war broke out.

21 Q And where were you living when you were in Quinea?

22 A I went to Koindu, but later | was now in Tanzari canp.

23 Q And that's a canp run by the United Nations; is that
ri ght?

24 A Yes.

10: 05: 30 25 Q And what did you do while you were at that canp?

26 A | used to do a birth attendant. | used to do birth

27 att endance work.

28 Q And there came a tine when you returned to Sierra Leone
29 that's correct?
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1 PRESI DING JUDGE: Is it bar attendant or --
2 M5 ASHRAPH: Birth attendant.
3 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Birth.
4 THE WTNESS: Birth attendant.

10: 05:59 5 M5 ASHRAPH:
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Q Wtness, can you explain what a birth attendant is,

A Well, | used to help wonen in -- who when they were --

THE | NTERPRETER: Can the wi tness kindly repeat her

PRESI DING JUDGE: She is a mdwife or so, | think, | --
birth attendant, okay.
M5 ASHRAPH:

Q Your Honour, do you -- witness, do you want to repeat

answer, please?

A | studied mdwifery. | have the certificate. That's

| did and that's the certificate | have; even now | am

wonen
Q Wtness, there's a tine that you returned to Sierra

A Yes.

Q Do you know when that was -- what caused you to return

Sierra Leone?

A Well, during the intervention, that's when | returned.
Q And why did you return to Sierra Leone?
A Well, | separated with ny child, but I was there when

said that child is in Segbwerma to a wonan cal |l ed Manmy, so

they said the war has ended. Thank God. So people were

across, to see. So | tried to cone across the river as wel

search for my child.
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Q kay. Wtness, do you know who was in power when they

the war had ended? Do you know who was in power in Freetown?

SCSL - TRI AL CHAMBER |

SESAY ET AL

26 NOVEMBER 2007 OPEN SESSI ON

A Vll, | was not in Freetowmn. | just heard that the war

ended. | didn't know who was in power because | was in

Q Do you know where President Kabbah was at the tine that

returned to Sierra Leone?

A. | didn't know where President Kabbah was because | was

Quinea. | just heard that the war had ended. They said we

shoul d cone.

Q And when you said you crossed the water, where did you
A When | crossed the river | went to Manowa, then to
Segbwerma. | did not get ny child there, so | planned to

Then we came to Manowa, but we were cut off.
Q Right. Wtness, if you can just slow down for a mnute.

You went to Segbwena and your son was not there; is that

A No.
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Q D d anyt hi ng happen while you were in Segbwena?
A Yes. | was in Segbwerma when they said ny child was in

Kenerma and peopl e were running away. They said there had been

intervention. They said ECOMOG were coni ng.

Q And who were those people who were running, Wwtness?
A Well, so many people were running away. | used to see
gunmen runni ng away. They said ECOMOG had cone. | used to

civilians, black people, whoever, people were running away.
Q And did you speak to any of the civilians?

A Yes, | spoke to sone of them | asked sonme of them

said the war has intense in Kenema and they said they were

in. They said sone of themwere comng to Kail ahun, Pendenbu,

because there is -- people are running helter-skelter in
Q Do you know what they were running from did they say?
A They said there had been an intervention. They said

SCSL - TRI AL CHAMBER |
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had come so there's fighting there

Q W tness, have you ever heard of the Kamgjors?



10: 10: 12

she

10: 10: 34

li ke

10: 11: 04
deal i ng

10: 11: 19

civilians

10: 12: 17
busi ness.

Kenema?

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

A Yes, | used to hear that Kanmajors were there when | was

Qui nea.
Q And how did the civilians that were conming into Segbwena
appear to you?

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Ms Ashr aph.

THE W TNESS: They were humans.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: She's sniffing, | don't know, unless

has catarrh. | don't know whether there's some stress or so.
THE WTNESS: That's how |l do it with ny eyes. There's
not hing wong with ne.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: | was not conpl ai ni ng of your eyes.

M5 ASHRAPH. M George has told ne the witness would

sone hot water, not sone cold water. The witness unit is

with that now
THE WTNESS: Right now | don't want anything to drink.
I"mall right.
M5 ASHRAPH:  Ckay, thank you, Ms Wtness.
THE WTNESS: As for ny eyes, that's how !l do with them
M5 ASHRAPH:

Q Did the civilians say where they were going, the

that were coming into Segbwerma?
A Peopl e were runni ng away. Nobody asked one another. So

you wouldn't think at that tine about sonebody el se's

What you cared about is what is happening to you.

Q Do you know i f the Kamajors were doing anything in



28 A | did not go to Kenema, so | can't explain anything

about
29 Kenema.
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1 Q Did you hear fromthe civilians who were -- did you hear
i f
2 the Kamaj ors were doi ng anything in Kenema?
3 A The civilians, they said Kenerma is tense. They said the
4 Kamaj ors were capturing people, they were arresting people.

10:12:56 5 Those people who were -- hosted w th Kamaj ors.

6 THE | NTERPRETER:  Your Honours, the witness is speaking
7 very fast.

8 M5 ASHRAPH

9 Q Wtness, witness. Wat you say is very inportant and

10: 13: 09 10 people are trying to wite it down. So if you could just
speak

11 sl owl y because people are also translating it so everybody
el se

12 can hear you

13 A kay. Can | start?
| 14 Q You can start, yes. |If you can just repeat what your
ast

10: 13: 25 15 sent ence was?
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A Peopl e said the Kanmaj ors were chasing people, those who

hosted the Kamajors. The Kamajors were doi ng somet hing wong

them
Q Wtness, did you stay in Segbwerma or did you go
A I returned to Manowa.

Q And why was that?

A Peopl e were running away from Kenena. They were coning.
They said they were capturing people. They were ill-treating
people. Wuld you go there?

Q Wtness, you noved to Manowa and what was your purpose

nmovi ng to Manowa?

A | wanted to return to QGui nea.
Q And were you able to return to Qui nea?
A | was unable to return there.
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Q Way was that?
A I nmet the road had been cut off. They said the Quineans
had cut -- bl ockaded the road so nobody could go to the river.

Q And what happened next when you were in Manowa?
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A Well, | was in Manowa up to one week. | was in Manowa

day.

Q D d you know anyone in Manowa?

A Yes.

Q Who was that?

A Her name is xxxx. She's ny friend.

Q And when did you first cone to know xxxx?

A At that tinme the war had not started. W were doing

busi ness toget her.

Q And where were you stayi ng when you went to Manowa?

A I was with xxxx because she was the person | knew there.
Q And where were both of you?

A W were in the town at her house; that's where we were.

Q And did you remain in the town throughout your tinme in

Manowa?

A No. W used to go -- sonetines we would go to the --
woul d say we should go to the zoo bush. They said they used

hear news. At that time | went there they had zoo bush there.
Q kay. Who woul d say you should go to the zoo bush?

A The person | was staying with. The whol e of Manowa
go to the zoo bush. The person that | was staying with in

woul d go there.
Q Ckay. And why was that, witness?
A Wel |, when you go there, when you go to a place and they

said they are wal king on one |leg you too should wal k on one
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So that's what they were doing. That's why | took after them

Q Ckay. And did anything happen when you were in the

around Manowa?
A Well, when we were in the bush nothing happened there to

us. Then we returned to town.

Q D d anyone appear to be in control of the town?

A Yes.

Q Who was in control of the town?

A Townspeople. They were in charge of the town.

Q Do you know i f any -- any arnmed nmen were in control of
t own?

A At that tine that | went there, that town was not under

control of gunnen. They would just cone and pass through
Q When you were --
M5 ASHRAPH:  Excuse ne for a minute, Your Honour
Did you ever see any jet planes when you were in Manowa?

A No. Initially, when | was in Manowa, jet never went

At that tinme it had not come there. It will conme but not at



19 tine.

10: 17: 54 20 Q Ckay. And you said you returned to the town. What
caused
21 civilians -- the townspeople to return to the town?
22 A Well, they said there will be fighting, that there was
< 23 going to be an intervention, they would bring back M Kabbah
24 they sent to their people and told themthat they should
return

10: 18: 24 25 to the bushes.

26 Q Who sent to their people?
27 A well, 1 did not know who sent the nessage. | was -- |
was
28 not in Manowa. The person that | was staying with, whatever
29 deci sion that person take, | would go by. That was not ny
hore
SCSL - TRI AL CHAMBER |
SESAY ET AL
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1 town. Even during normal times | didn't know, there.
2 Q The person you were staying with, is that xxxx?
3 A Yes.
4 Q And was there a tinme when you ever saw any arned nmen in

10:19:02 5 Manowa?

6 A Yes. One day we were in Manowa when they said they had



7 come. They said they were calling them People's Arny. They

wer e
8 wearing red caps.
9 Q And what happened when they cane to the town?
10:19: 25 10 A They came and they said that they want the townspeople.
11 There was a court barri and they went to the court barri and
we
12 all assenbled at that court barri
13 Q And how did the -- how did the townspeopl e know to
assenbl e
14 at the court barri?
10: 19: 40 15 A They had a gun that they were banging, and we all went
16 there when we heard that.
17 Q I"msorry, a what that they were bangi ng?
18 A An iron, an iron. That's what they were knocking
t oget her.
) 19 Q And the townspeopl e proceeded to the court barri, and
t hen

10: 20: 10 20 what happened?

21 A Then the People's Arny said to themthat, "W've told
you

22 that the war has ended. Wsat is it that you' ve seen that you
are

23 going to the bush. So please cone out and let's all stay

24 toget her as one.”

10: 20: 29 25 Q Do you know who -- the names of any of the people who

cane

26 to speak to you that day?
27 A I can renenber only one person's nane.
28 Q And what nane is that, wtness?

29 A They were calling himpeople's son
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Q kay. And after they said, "Wy are you going to the

l et us be together as one," did they say anything else to the
t ownspeopl e?

A Yes, the townspeople told themthat, "Well, we would

and stay together but we do not have salt and Maggi. That's

we really want. So if you say we shoul d conme back and stay,

those are the things you should give to us," and they said,
n G<ay- n
Q So they said, "Ckay," and then what happened?

A After three days | saw thembring the salt. | didn't

the nunber of bags they brought because there was a vill age

cal | ed Foi ndu- Maweh.

Q After three days they brought the salt?

A Yes.

Q Wiy do you nention the village Foi ndu- Maweh?

A | went to Foindu together with my friend and | nmet them

they had brought the salt and they shared it.
M5 ASHRAPH: Your Honours, | believe Foi ndu- Maweh is
F-O-I-ND-U- MA-WE-H.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: |s that where the salt cane fronf



10: 22: 32

you

Page 12

yours, "

day.

10: 23: 03

t he

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

THE WTNESS: No, | went to Foi ndu- Maweh together with

friend. |1 was not in town when they brought the salt. | was

I had gone to Foi ndu when they brought the salt and peopl e had

substantial anount of the salt when they shared that salt.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Thank you

THE WTNESS: | have not conpleted that yet, just that

said | should tal k and pause, that's why.

M5 ASHRAPH:
Q Conti nue, witness.
SCSL - TRI AL CHAMBER |
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A So that salt, when | net, they had shared it anobng the
people. | sawthe salt in a pile and they said, "That is

and they returned. They did not sleep in that town on that

| did not even neet themthere.

Q You said you didn't neet themthere. You were referring

A No, no. It is not nmy friend that |I did not neet there,



7 peopl e who brought the salt, for ny friend who went together

to

8 Foi ndu, we returned together and they called her and they
sai d:

9 This is your own salt, the salt that these people brought.
They

10: 23: 25 10 were sharing the salt by houses. The people who brought the

11 salt, | did not meet themin the town.
12 Q What were you doing in Foindu, wtness?
13 A Well, the person | was staying with, that was her
vil | age,
» 14 and if you were staying with somebody, wherever she went, |
wou

10: 23: 41 15 go with her. They had sone plantation there that they were
16 harvesting so --
17 THE | NTERPRETER:  Your Honours, the witness is speaking

18 very fast.

19 M5 ASHRAPH
10: 23: 51 20 Q Wtness, if you could just slow down because people are
21 transl ati ng.
22 A Okay.
23 Q W will get there eventually.
24 A Ckay.
10: 23: 57 25 Q You have enough tinme to say everything [overl appi ng

26 speaker s]

27 A Okay.
28 Q But if you could just slow down and then they can
29 translate. So if you could just take that |ast sentence

agai n.

SCSL - TRI AL CHAMBER |
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1 A Can | speak?
2 Q You can speak, yes
3 A VWhere did we stop?
4 Q You were speaking that you were going to Foi ndu because
you
10:24:24 5 were staying with your friend xxxx and that there was a
6 pl antation there.
7 A Yes.
8 Q Who did that plantation belong to?
9 A Her husband owned it.
10: 24: 46 10 Q And what did her husband do for a |iving?
11 A Her husband was a busi nessnan and he had a pl antation
farm
12 and he would sell the harvest. |If when -- | went there | used
to
13 see himsell cigarettes and doing that farm ng.
14 Q Who el se was farm ng there?
10: 25: 19 15 A Those civilians, they used to do swanmp farming. In
fact,
16 there was a lot of them There was a |lot of plant farmng
but
17 there were swanp farns, the civilians, all of them had swanp
18 farmns.
19 Q Were there any fighters farming there?

10: 25: 42 20 A Whi ch fighters?
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Q Were there any people with guns farm ng there?

A Staying in that town?

Q Far mi ng?

A No, | have said that those gunnen were not in that town.

They came and they returned. They wouldn't farmthere.

Q How di d t hey behave when they canme to the town, wtness,
the fighters?

A I did not see themdo anything to anybody apart from --

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes, M Hardaway?

SCSL - TRI AL CHAMBER |
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MR HARDAWAY: Just get sone clarification as to which

the witness is referring to? W have Manowa and we have --
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Segbwera.

MR HARDAWAY: Segbwena and Foi ndu- Maweh. |If we just get

clarification as to which town she is referring to.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Ms Ashraph, would you pl ease?

THE WTNESS: That town, | was staying in Manowa Town.
This Foindu, it's just a town. W went there and we returned.

We went to | eave food for the workers. |1'mtalking about

Town. But when | |left Manowa --
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PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Wait, wait, madam Hold on. Madam

go slowy, eh?
THE W TNESS: Ckay.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: It was in Manowa that there was

by civilians, the swanps and things |ike that.

THE WTNESS: Wen | went to Manowa | found the swanp.

met them harvesting the rice.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes, and that was where you said that

soldiers were not farmng. It was civilians who were farnm ng.
THE WTNESS: Yes, | saw-- | net civilians there.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: M Hardaway, are you -- we're in

| suppose.

MR HARDAWAY: Thank you for the clarification, Your

PRESI DI NG JUDGE:  Yes.

M5 ASHRAPH:
Q Wtness, you were staying in Manowa?
A When | left Quinea and cane, is that what you nean?
Q No, no. At the tine when the fighters cane |ed by

[indiscernible], that event occurs in Manowa?

SCSL - TRIAL CHAMBER |
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A I was in Manowa.
Q VWhen the salt arrived, you were not in Manowa?
A Went to Foindu in the village, but | did not sleep

It's about three mles. W just went there to |eave food. |
returned and slept in Manowa.

Q Thank you. And you went to | eave food | think you said

peopl e working on the farnf

A Yes. Cocoa farm
Q Wtness, did anything el se happen while you were in
A Yes.

What happened, w tness?

I was in Manowa one day in the norning when a man cane

called me up. His nane is Lansana, Anthony. He said they

calling me under the court barri.

Q And, witness, who was calling you to the court barri?
A Lansana. It was Anthony who cane and summoned ne t hat
M Lansana was cal ling ne.

Q And who was M Lansana?

A He was one of the townspeople in that town. Wen | went

told ne that he was working at the Pangunma hospital then.

Q Ckay. And when you got to the court barri -- well, did

go to the court barri?

A Yes, | went to the court barri.
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Q And when you got there, who was there?

I went there and | met themsitting there, the elders

some young boys, they were sitting down.

Q And what happened when you net the el ders and the young

boys?

A Then | went there and they gave ne a place to sit down.
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Q And what happened there?

A Then they asked nme if | was the person who had cone from
Gui nea.

Q Yes?

A They said, "No, we do not believe that you have cone
Quinea." They said, "You are a rebel. You've just cone to

on us to see what we are doing here.”

Q And what happened next, wi tness?
A Then | said, "I amnot a rebel. In fact, when | was
comng, the pass that | obtained in Guinea is still with nme

here,” and | put ny hands into the bag and | gave it to them

Q And what pass was that, wtness?



13 A They gave ne that paper in Quinea when | said | was

goi ng
14 in search for ny child and they said --
10: 30: 47 15 THE | NTERPRETER:  Your Honours, the witness is speaking
16 very fast again.
17 M5 ASHRAPH
18 Q Wtness, again, if you can just -- just slow down.
19 A Ckay.
10: 30: 58 20 MR OCETO.  Your Honours, |I'msorry to interrupt, if
21 M Kall on can use the bathroom please?
22 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes, please, he nay.
23 M5 ASHRAPH
24 Q Wtness, you said you had a pass that you got when you
wer e
10: 31: 23 25 | eavi ng Qui nea; who gave you that pass?
26 A It was the Quinea people who gave ne that pass because
_ 27 was staying in a canp and | bid themfarewell that | was
coni ng.
28 | said | was going to search for ny child. They gave ne that
29 pass for themto know that | was a refugee from Gui nea. That
was
SCSL - TRI AL CHAMBER |
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1 the pass | had that | got out and showed it to them



sel

it?

10: 31: 59 5

10: 32: 20 10

11

12

13

14

10: 32: 42 15

16

had.

17

t hat

wat

rin

and

18

19

10: 33: 14 20
ch

21

22
g

23

24

10: 33:32 25

Q And then what happened after you showed t hem your pass?
A The bag that | had in ny waist, they said | shall renove
everything, together with the watch and the ring that | had.

Q And what was in the bag that was on your waist?

A There was nmoney in that bag that | had around ny wai st,
3, 900, 000 | eones.

Q And where did you get that noney fronf

A | got it from@Quinea. | used to get supplies, | would

some, | was doi ng some business where | had that noney.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: 3,900,000 -- 3 million --
M5 ASHRAPH:  Ni ne hundred thousand | eones.
THE W TNESS: 3, 900, 000.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Was the nopney in the bag or where was

THE WTNESS: It was in that bag around nmy waist. It's

bag that they put noney in around the waist. That's what |

So | put ny hand in there and got out the pass and they saw

bag and they said | shall renpve it and give it to them

M5 ASHRAPH:

Q And what happened after you gave themthe bag and the

and your ring?

A Then they opened it and renoved it, the chain and the

and the watch, they took everything and they put all on paper

they kept them

Q And then what happened next, Wtness?
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A Then they said, "Well, the person that | was staying

with" --
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: The chain, the ring and --
M5 ASHRAPH:  The wat ch.
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PRESI DI NG JUDGE: -- and the watch; what of the noney?

THE WTNESS: Everything they took away fromne fromthe
bag, everything, it was with them

PRESI DI NG JUDGE:  Yes.

M5 ASHRAPH:

And what happened t hen?

But they were not gunnmen. They were -- the townspeopl e,

was the townspeopl e who were taking away these things from ne.

Q And what happened after they' d taken your things from
Wt ness?
A Then they said, "Well, the person that | was staying for

shoul d cone and stand as trustee for ne, and xxxx and her

came and they stood as trustees and | was rel eased and we went
hone.

Q kay. And where did you sleep that night?
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A I slept with xxxx. | was very discouraged then
Q And di d anyt hi ng happen that night?

A That night we were |ying down at around 2. 00 when they

and knocked the door, and when we got up peopl e were packing

their belongings, and they said we should return to the zoo

That was in dead night. Everybody was up. They said that

had called them that they should go to the zoo bush. They

they were coning.

Q And did you see -- did you see or did you hear anything

that ni ght?
A No, that night | did not hear anything. |In fact, at
time | was very scared. | just took after them and we went.
Q And when you went back to the bushes, did you hear
anyt hi ng?
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A I just heard singing. They sang for the rest of the

and norning. They were singing and calling out the nanes of
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Kamaj ors. They were really singing joyously.
Q Do you know who was singi ng, Wtness?
A | said | was in the bush. How would | know then? How

would | be in the bush and know what's going on in town?

Q And do you know what they were singing?
A No, they were just singing in Mende.
Q And you said they were calling out nanes of Kamgjors

do you know that?
A They were singing -- you want ne to sing for you?

Q No, no, witness. | just want -- you said they were

t he nanes of --

A They were singing and calling nanes of Kamgjors. So if

sing that you would know that that's the name |I'm calling.
will just sing it alittle because I'mhere to testify.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Do we need that?
M5 ASHRAPH:
Q No, | don't think that woul d be necessary, w tness, but
thank you. How did you know they were --

A How woul d you know that they were calling nanes of

if you really care about them How would you know? |'m here

testify and | have sworn on the Koran.
Q How did -- how did -- how did you know t hey were Kangj or
names they were singing, wtness?

A That's why | said listen and let nme sing, then you will

know. | did not see them But what they said, that's why I



28 told you to listen and let nme say it.

29 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: You can say what they were singing.
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1 mean, what were they singing, not necessarily to sing, please.
2 You don't need to sing here.
3 M5 ASHRAPH
4 Q Ckay, witness, just say what they were saying?
10: 37:43 5 A That's what |'m saying. They were singing. They said
6 today we are going to slaughter. W are going to cut people's
7 throat today. W are very, very close to the town.
8 Q And how did you know that was -- how did you know t hat
) 9 singi ng was about the nanmes of the Kamgjors? Had you heard
t he

10: 38: 13 10 song before?

11 A No, | was in Quinea. That was the first time | ever
heard

12 of that song. The first tine | ever heard of that song | was

13 really afraid.

14 Q If it was the first tinme you heard that song, how did
you

10: 38: 29 15 know what that song was?

16 A They were singing in Mende and | understand Mende very



17 well. That was the way they were singing. They said whether

be

18 you a Kamajor, we are going to cut the people's throat. That
was

19 what they were singing. | did not see the person, but that
was

10: 38: 51 20 what they were singing. What | heard is what |'m expl aini ng.
21 Q And you spent the night in the bushes, and then what

22 happened next ?

23 A In the norning they asked M xxxx to bring ne to town.
24 Then M xxxx brought ne to town.

10:39: 12 25 Q First of all, who's M Xxxx?
26 A xxxxX husband, the person | was staying with who went and
27 stood as a guarantor for nme. Hi s name was XXxX.
28 Q And who asked himto bring you to town. Wo asked xxxx
29 bring you to the town?
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1 A Well, | only saw the person who cane to collect ne.
only
2 went and neet people in the court barri now.
3 Q And who were the people that you nmet in the court barri?
4 A I net a large crowd of people. | don't know all of
t hem

10:40: 06 5 Q D d any of those people have guns, w tness?
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A No.

Q Had you seen any of those people before?

A M xxxx who brought ne and Anthony, | knew those two,
there are other people | know as well, but | don't know their

names now. There are other peoples | saw which | have never

bef ore.
Q And what happened when you went to the court barri?
A I nmet the captured other people accusing themof -- of -

of bringing business for rebels. So they captured us. There
were nine of us in nunber. There were six nen.

Q Ckay. There were nine of you in nunber and six nen.

sai d they accused you all of bringing business for rebels.

does that nean?
A Yes. | met they've captured those people. They were

accusing them of bringing -- of doing business with the

So they arrested all of us.

Q And what happened after they arrested you and the other

A Then we were -- then they went and put us in prison and

zinc structured house called pan-body and we were | ocked in

structure.

Q Were they saying anythi ng when they | ocked you inside

zinc structure?

MR HARDAWAY: (hj ection, Your Honour, | eading.
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THE WTNESS: W were locked in there. They said
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put us in prison.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: How is it |eading?
MR HARDAWAY: | nplying that something in fact was said.
PRESIDING JUDGE: It's overruled. | don't see anything

| eadi ng there.

M5 ASHRAPH:
Q I"msorry, wtness, can you just repeat your |ast
A VWi ch one?
Q Were they saying anythi ng when you were | ocked inside

zinc structure? Was anything said?

A They only cane. That is the explanation given. They

they' ve arrested us, then they inprisoned us. Until their

cane from Bununbu, then they arrested us and put us into

Then all our bel ongi ngs were seized. W never received those
except --

Q Al right. W are just going to visit that. They said
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bef ore?

and

and

we're putting himthere until their boss canme from Bununbu.

they say who that was?

A Yes, that is what they said. No, they told us that the
person who was com ng from Bununbu will come and interview us
until that person cane, but we are now under arrest.

Q Did they tell you who the person from Bununbu was or did

A No, that was only what they said. They said when he

they will be interviewed.

Q And you said your bel ongi ngs were seized?

A Everything. | never got it back.

Q VWhat was seized fromyou, wtness?

A My wrist watch and nmy necklace and ny ring and ny nobney.

All those were left with them
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Q Are you referring to when they seized themthe day

A Yes, and they said they asked for ny bag that | brought

they brought that bag too, and then they | ooked into that bag

then put everything together, everything was together now with
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t hem

Q kay. Wtness, when did they ask for your bag to be
br ought ?
A On that very day that we were taken, the norning that

took ne, that was the norning they brought ny bag and they --

they took everything out of that bag.

Q And what was in that bag?

A My clothes and ny underpants and the paste, brush and
cream

Q And what happened after you were put into the zinc

structure with the others?

A Then on the Sunday norning, later in the norning then we
heard gunshots.

Q If I can just stop you there, witness. You said on the

Sunday norning. What day of the week is it when you were put

into the zinc structure?

A It was on a Saturday that we were arrested. Well, let
start all over again. | was called on Friday where they
all these -- of ny belongings. Then Saturday norning was the

that we were arrested. Then Sunday, later in the day, that

the time we heard the gunshots.

Q You heard gunshots, and then did you know what was
happeni ng?
A No, we were in prison. W were |locked in this zinc

structure. W were even afraid of our life. How can we
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anyt hi ng.

Q And what happened next after you heard the gunshots?

A After this rapid firing, then there was -- it died down
bi t

Q And then what happened?
A. Then after it had died down we were in the -- then one

person spoke: "There are people in this zinc structure. Can

shoot at this zinc structure?"

THE | NTERPRETER: Your Honours, the witness is speaking

very fast.
M5 ASHRAPH
Q Ckay, witness, again, you need to speak a bit nore
kay?
A Ckay.
Q What we | ast have that you said is that a voice said,

"There are people inside this zinc structure, can we shoot ?"
A VWhat? Can | tal k?

Q You heard a voice; what did that voice say?
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A Wo is to talk, the interpreters or -- when the

speaks, let you tell me. | have told you, | am not educat ed.

cannot understand Engli sh.

Q The interpreter is going to speak and ask you a

and then there will be a pause for you to give your answer,

But after you say about two or three sentences, if you can

pause?

A Ckay. Can | tal k?

Q You can talk, yes, witness.

A When we were in that room | did not see the person.

heard the person's voice. He said, "CO Mhaned, | amgoing to
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shoot at this structure.” He said, "No, don't shoot at that

structure. Don't shoot at that structure.”

Q Sorry, witness. A voice said, "CO Mhanmed, |I'mgoing to
shoot at that structure"?

A Yes.

Q And then what happened?

A He said, "No, don't shoot at that structure." Then we
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began to shout. W said, "The people have kept us in this

structure.”
Q You began to shout, and then what happened?
A Then they went further a bit and said, "You are coning

make a queue here. Are you civilians, are you with guns? |If

have guns, we are going to shoot at you. W are going to

shoot -- we are going to shoot at you because if you are

we are going to kill all of you."

Q The voice said, "Are you civilians," and then said, "If
you' re rebels we are going to kill all of you"?

A They sai d, "Because we wouldn't stand by and all ow you

kill us, but if you have no guns we'll do nothing to you."

Q kay.

A Then they opened the door to the house, then two people

came out and | was the third person. Then all of us canme out.
Q Ckay. \Wat did they say about rebels, wtness?
A Who sai d what about rebels? |1 have not understood that.

Explain. Wat did they say about rebel s?

Q Did they ask you anything about rebel s?

A Who?

Q The voi ces outside?

A They did not -- they have not cone out. They have not

SCSL - TRIAL CHAMBER |
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asked us. That was what they were saying.

JUDGE BQUTET: There was -- there is no evidence from

wi tness as she was asking a question. She heard voices

Nobody is talking to her. There's voices.

M5 ASHRAPH: | think -- | believe, Your Honour, that

said: "Are you" -- "do you have guns? Are you civilians" -

themto shoot.

JUDGE BOUTET: Yes, but these are voices outside. From

witness's evidence, it is directed necessarily to her. They

talking to this house or this hut or this --
M5 ASHRAPH: | understand, Your Honour

THE WTNESS: No, they were talking to the house.

M5 ASHRAPH:
Q Who opened the door, witness?
Well, we were standing outside. W did not know who

it, but they opened it and we cane outside. W were standing

a queue. First, two people went out and | was the third

When we cane out, we were frightened, but we saw them they

guns.
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kay. You saw them Who did you see?

| saw people, | don't know them But the person who

us outside, they used to call him they used to call him

CO Mohaned. "Do you want us to bring themthis way?" Then

said, "Yes, bring themhere."
Q And then what happened?

A When that happened they said, "Wll, we would go across

river with you." They said, "W are people's arny. W fought

with the Kanajors here." But they said, "If they left us

they would kill us," so they would take us across the river
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They said who are civilians, they took us across the river

Q Ckay, witness, they said they were people's arny and
went across the river. And you said, "If we left" --

A We thought if they left us behind, they would kill us.
Q If they left you behind, who would kill you?

A They said they've been fighting with the Kamajors there.

They said, "We have been there and the Kamgjors have attacked



8 so we were fighting against them Have you seen these guns,

9 they're single barrelled guns, so if we left you here they
woul d
10: 51: 22 10 kill you because you are civilians. That is why we are taking
11 you across the river."
12 Q And who did they say would kill you if you were left
t here?
13 When you say "they" would kill you, who is "they"?
14 A CO Mohaned said that, "W are people's arny. You know
us?"

10: 51: 38 15 And we said, "No." At that time | was so frightened, let that
be

16 said. That is why we will take you across the river so that
t hey

17 will not kill you. These people who were put in this gao
will

18 kill you. |If they are put in this gaol and we've rel eased
you,

19 we' |l take you across and we agreed and they took us across
the

10:52: 04 20 river.

21 Q And how did the people's arny treat you, w tness?
22 A When they took us across, thank God. |In fact, the fact
23 that they released us fromthe guns and took us across to

" 24 Mende Kaima, there was a conmmander in Mende Kai ma called CD

is

10: 52: 19 25 nmot her cooked rice and gave it to us and we ate.

26 Q And did you stay in Mende Kainma or did you nove

el sewhere?
27 A W slept at Mende Kai na
28 Q Ckay. And what happened the next day?

29 A Then they took us to Pendenbu headquarters.
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Q And what happened when you went to Pendenbu?

A Then they took us to MP. | was asked and | expl ai ned
everything as to how | got there and | took out ny papers and
they said, "Well, this place that you' ve cone to will not do
anything to you."

Q Can you just stop there. | wll just ask you a couple

guestions. You were taken to the MP. Do you know what the MP

is?

A I was not there during the war. They said it was M.
they took a civilian, that's where they would carry you. | do
not know anyt hi ng about the war. | just explained, because

war did not neet ne there. They said that was their own

station.
Q Ckay.

M5 ASHRAPH.  Your Honour, M Sesay would like to | eave

use the washroom
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes, yes, he may, please.

M5 ASHRAPH:
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Q It was their own police station. Do you know why you

been brought to their police station?

A Wel |, when they brought us, that's where they took us

i medi ately. When they brought us from Mende Kai na, when they
took us there, that's where they carried us.

Q And what happened when they carried you there?

A Wien they took us to that station, they asked us what

happened to us, where we had conme from how we got there.

asked us and we expl ai ned everything. All the ring and ny
neckl ace and nmy wat ches, | expl ained everything about them and

they said, "Well, when you've cone here we will not do
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to you. But that you've cone here, we will not allow you to

that way so they will not kill you, but you will be here in
charge of sonebody." They asked ne if | knew anybody there
said, "No."

[ RUF26NOVO7B- dI ]

M5 ASHRAPH:
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Q Ckay. If | can stop you? You said nothing bad would
happen to you but they would not allow to you go there. \Where
were they not allow ng you to go, w tness?

A Well, they said they wouldn't allow nme to return where
had come from

Q And why was that?

A They said, well, if they left us to return they may do

sonething bad to us. And | said, well ny children are in

that is where | had come from And that -- they said if | had
knew soneone in Kailahun. | said, no, | and ny father and ny
nmot her had all gone across the river

Q You said, if you went back they would do sonethi ng bad

you. Who woul d do sonething bad to you?
A That was what they told me that if they allowed ne to

return there they would do sonething bad to me. Those were

enem es that were there. 1 did not know the distinction

Q And they asked you if you knew anyone?

A Yes.

Q And you said your fanmily were in Quinea?

A Yes, | said all of us went to Quinea.

Q And what happened after that?

A They took ne -- there was a conmander call ed Bawuteh.

said he should took ne to his house because | did not know

SCSL - TRIAL CHAMBER |
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anybody t here.

Q And did you go to his house?
A Yes.

Q And where did you sleep in --

MR PRES|I DENT: What was the nane conmmander, Bawuteh?

is that spelt?
M5 ASHRAPH. Ckay, Bawuteh is B-A-W--
THE W TNESS: That person's nane i s Bawuteh
M5 ASHRAPH. The spelling | have here, Your Honour is
B-A-WUT-E-H
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: So they took her to a conmander called
Bawut eh because she knew nobody in Kail ahun.
M5 ASHRAPH:  She is in Pendenbu.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes, but she knew nobody in Kail ahun
M5 ASHRAPH:  Yes.
MR PRESI DENT: That is what she said.
M5 ASHRAPH:  Yes.
MR PRESI DENT: She was in Pendenbu, yes.
M5 ASHRAPH:  Yes.
And did you go with Commander Bawuteh?
Yes, we went to his house.

And where did you stay in his house?

> O > O

He woul d | eave his house, his roomand | would sleep



24 together with his wife. And they said, we are people's arny
but

10: 57: 32 25 we do nothing wong to anybody. He would | eave the room and

26 and his wife would sleep. He would go outside but | do not
know
27 where he slept. | would sleep with his wife.
28 Q How were you treated while you stayed in that house?
29 A Oh, | was well treated. They would cook for me and
woul d
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1 eat. W would sit together. They would talk to nme. They did
2 nothing wong to nme there. | was just discouraged about ny
noney
3 that | had been deprived of.
4 Q D d anyt hi ng el se happen while you were in Pendenbu?
10:58:15 5 A I was in Pendenbu when one woman -- when | befriended
one
6 woman cal l ed Nancy. Then there was one woman who had gone
into
7 | abour, and she delivered in nmy hands.

8 Q And where did -- where was that baby delivered?

9 A I n Pendenbu.

10:58: 39 10 Q Wer e?
A

11 In the nurse's hospital, in a hospital
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Q And where is the hospital in Pendenbu, witness, if you

just describe it?

A Where the hospital was, it was a house that was used as

hospital. That was where they obtained nmedicine. That is

they created the | abour room

Q Who created the hospital there?

A | do not know who did that, who created it.

Q And what treatnent could you get at the hospital ?

A What ever nedici ne there was Bco, folic acid, penicillin,

chloroquine, multi vitam ns, whichever medicine. Even when a

woman delivers the yogurt that she requires, we will give it

her. W had everyt hing.

Q Ckay. And who could go to that hospital ? Who coul d get
treatment there?

A It was a civilian who delivered that baby, so many
civilians were in there; soldiers too, many of them

Q And did you pay for the -- did people pay for the

medi cation, for the treatnent?
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A No.
Q And what happened after you delivered the baby?
THE | NTERPRETER: Can counsel repeat the question
THE WTNESS: [No interpretation]
THE | NTERPRETER:  Your Honours, can the wi tness repeat.
M5 ASHRAPH:
Q Al right, witness, you are going to have to repeat the
answer, please.

THE | NTERPRETER: Pl us counsel should repeat the

M5 ASHRAPH:
Q Al'l right. The question is: Wat happened after you
delivered the baby at Pendenbu hospital that day?

A Wel |, her stomach was aching that person, just like you

in a place and sonebody has stonmach ache and they take that

person to you. And | said | was a nurse, and she delivered in

hands.
Q Right. And then what happened after that?
A Once she delivered in ny hands, this ny friend that |

to go to Mende Bui ma because at Mende Buina too they |iked nme

they said | should cone there. And | went and | told them and
they said, well Nancy --

Q Okay, all right, Wtness, if you just take it slowy,

said you told themyou were a nurse?
A | said and that ny friend that | had befriended that |
would go to Mende Buinma. They too liked nme and they said

shoul d stay in Mende Buima
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Q And you'd made a friend, is this Nancy?
Yes, Nancy.

Q And on -- what did you decide to do?
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A Well, | too wanted to stay with Nancy because she had

keepi ng my company very wel |

Q kay. And where did Nancy live?

A Nancy was at Mende Bui na.

Q And so what did you -- what happened next?
A

Then | cane back and told Bawteh, well | want to -- |

to stay at Mende Buima. And he said, "Nurse, you are under no

restriction here. W just wanted you to be here, but if you
to stay in Mende Buinma there is a hospital there too, if you

to stay there you can stay there as well."
M5 ASHRAPH: Excuse ne for a nmonment, Your Honour. Thank
you, Your Honour.

Bawut eh said you were under no restriction and there was

hospital in Mende Buina as well. And then what happened?



11:03: 23 15 A Yes, he said, but if | want to go there let ne go and
bring

16 Nancy so that she would sign on ny behal f.

17 Q Where woul d Nancy have to go and sign?
18 A At Pendenbu
19 Q Where in Pendenbu?
11: 03: 40 20 A At MP
21 Q What was the purpose of Nancy signing for you?
22 A I too asked himand he said, "Well the reason is you are
a
23 civilian, and you have not been staying here and we don't want
24 anything to neet you."
11: 04: 00 25 Q And what was Nancy --
26 A He sai d because you wonen --
27 THE | NTERPRETER:  Your Honours, can the witness state
t hat
28 agai n.
29 M5 ASHRAPH
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1 Q Wtness, you started sayi ng sonet hing about "you wonen,"
2 could you just repeat what you said after that, please?
3 A Ckay. When | told Bawuteh, he said |l et Nancy cone and

sign
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on ny behal f.
Q And you asked hi m why.
A Yes.

Q And he sai d what?

A It is not for anything bad but for you wonen, you are a

civilian you have not been staying here we don't want anything

difficult to happen to you. So when you cone -- when she
there are rules that we will tell her about as to how she
treat you.

Q kay. And --

A Can | proceed?

Q Was Nancy a civilian or a fighter?

A She was a civilian.

Q And was she nmarried?

A Yes, her husband too was a civilian.

Q And do you know if -- if -- do you know if other people

were signed for at the MP office?
A If you were a civilian who had just gone there and they

want to take care of you, that was what they said, that

was taking you away woul d cone so that they would see him He
was not going there with any nobney.

Q And then after Nancy signed for you did anything el se
happen at the MP office?

A Yes, they gave ne salt, Mggi, a packet, a packet

100. And they gave ne a sponge and a set of pots.
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Q Wiy was that? Wy did they give you these things,
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A They said, well | was a stranger, | had just cone and

a nurse. | amgoing there to be working. They gave those to

I had not hing when | cane.

Q And then what happened next?

A W went and stayed at Mende Buima. They gave ne a

they gave me a single room | was in Mende Buinma and | was
living very well. There was no harassnent directed towards

Q When you went to Mende Buima did anyone go with you when

you | eft Pendenbu?

A Yes, they -- people acconpanied me, Bawuteh and his

they acconpani ed me happily, Nancy went. And they went there

see where | was staying

Q And when you got to Mende Bui na, where did you go?

A I went to Nancy's house. And they went and told the MP
that they had brought a stranger who was a nurse. That MP too

canme and greeted ne.
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But ,

And do you know the MP's nane?

H s name is Amara.

MR HARDAWAY:  Forgive ne, Your Honour.
MR PRESI DENT:  Yes.

MR HARDAWAY: Is it all right if | step away fromthe

brief couple of mnutes?

PRESI DI NG JUDGE:  Yoursel f?

MR HARDAWAY: Yes, nyself.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Well, it depends on how you organi se.
| suppose M Fynn --

MR HARDAVWAY: M Fynn can continue to take notes. This

my witness. Thank you, Your Honour.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: That is okay. That is all right.
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Yes, Ms Ashraph, you may continue pl ease.
M5 ASHRAPH:

You and you said the MP's nane was Anmara?
Yes.

And he came to see you. And what happened when he cane
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see you?

A Then he called the Gb5.

Q And do you know what a G5 is, w tness?

A I'"ve forgotten his nanme now.

Q Do you know what -- what -- do you know what a Gb is?

you know what the --
A He was the chief of the civilians.
Q And why did he call the G5?

A Well | don't know. That is how!l nmet it, | was not

when they established it.
Q Wiy did Amara MP call the G5?

A Because | was a civilian and he called hi mand said,

is a stranger who had come. He's a nurse -- she's a nurse,”

they were all happy with ne.
Q And did they say anything to you?

A They gave ne a roomand they said, "This is the room

is the hospital,"” and introduced ne to the other nurses who

wor ki ng there and they received ne well.

They gave you a roon?

Yes.

In the hospital ?

No. They gave nme a room sonmewhere el se

kay. And then what happened?

> O >» O » O

I was there working there well and we were getting on
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Q And where was the hospital in Mende Bui ma?

A It was at the junction of the road.

Q The road to where, witness?

A Wien you cone from Pendenbu entering, you know, it's the

it's straight. Wen you conme you will enter Mende Bui na.

you're com ng from G ehun, going towards Pendenbu, it's at

junction.

Q And was your work any different than it had been in

Pendenbu, | beg your pardon.

A No, it's the sane mdw fery job.
Q And who could get treatnment at the hospital in Mende
A They used to treat civilians and soldiers, but it was

civilians whomthey cared about too much. Wen they go they
woul d give you rul es.

Q What were the rules, witness?

A You, the nurse, who was going there, they would tell you
you shoul dn't sell nedicines there.

Q And why shoul dn't you sell nedicine?
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A They said because it's a war tinme and our people -- so

you say you are going to sell medicines, the people wll

so nobody shoul d sell nedicines. You should not discrimnate.

Q And you were working as a traditional birth attendant?
A Yes. That was the sanme thing | was doi ng there.

Q And so you were treating wonen?

A Yes. | would not -- | would not give nedicines. |

just help deliver wonmen, so many of them

And woul d you have conversations with these wonen?

Yes.
Q And were sone of these wonen narried?
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A Yes. Al of themwere married who were conming to ne.

fact, that place, there was no wonen who stayed there w thout

if you are not nmarried. You have to be married.

Q kay. And do you know who they were -- were they

to fighters or civilians?

A Most of themwere nmarried to fighters; sone of them
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civilians, because it was all nixed up

Q And did you see or hear anything about how t hese wonen
treated?
A The way their husbands were treating them is that what

are sayi ng?

Q Yes, yes, W tness.

A | used to see thembeing treated fairly. They would go
together. So when the wonman delivered, whatever they were
supposed to do, they would come to ne and do it properly, and
they did everything well. 1In fact, | was even surprised, but
when --

THE | NTERPRETER:  Your Honours, the witness is speaking

very fast.
M5 ASHRAPH:
Q Your testinony is inportant, so you need to slow down

alittle bit; okay? You were saying you were surprised. Wy
were you surprised?

A When we were in GQuinea we used to hear that rebels,

have cone. So when | came and | saw that they were humans and
they were going around the people very well, oh, no, that
surprised mne.

Q And, witness, how were you --

M5 ASHRAPH: Excuse ne, Your Honour

SCSL - TRI AL CHAMBER |
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Q Wtness, you were working at the hospital; how were you

able to feed yoursel f?

A When | cane initially, all of themused to give ne food.
They used to sell nme salt. They would bring it -- they would
bring supplies for us. At that time | did not know -- | did

know any commander's nane. They will say |ssa says we should

bring the salt for the nurses, Maggi and cigarette. |If you

not snoking you will sell it. They will give us -- every two
weeks, they would bring food for us every two weeks.

Q And the people that would bring the food for you, were

civilians or fighters?

A Fighters. It was the fighters who brought the food

the court barri [indiscernible] summns us and they woul d

it anobng us. Maggi, salt, cigarettes.

Q And did you have any other sources of food while you

at Mende Bui ma?

A Yes. Wien we assisted these people to deliver the

they would give us food, rice. Even Nancy had a farm she

to give ne.

Q Nancy had a farm Wre other civilians farmng?
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A Many of them Even | farnmed. Soldiers cultivated a

for ne.
Q Soldiers cultivated a farmfor you. How was that
organi zed, witness?

A They came together. They said because | was a nurse and

had conme there, and | had just conme there. So they brushed

me. It was a coordinator who told themthey came together

the soldiers. There was only one civilian who went in there,

of them the person | was staying w th, Xxxxx.
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Q Who IS XXXXX.

A Thi s person Nancy | was staying, wth her husband, xxxxx.

you said the coordinator did it; who is the

coor di nat or ?
A The coordinator was there, in charge of that hospital
What ever problenms we had we would explain to him

Q And what woul d happen to the harvest of that farmthat

sol di ers were doing for you?

A It was harvested and it was put in the barn and it was
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there up to the end of the war.

Q And who was it for, the harvest?

A I, nmyself. It was for ne. | would go up the barn and
sone down. It was for nobody else; it was just for ne.

Q And how big was that farm Wtness?

THE | NTERPRETER: Can | earned friend counsel repeat the
guestion agai n?
M5 ASHRAPH:
How bi g was that farnf
It took three bushels they gave us per swanp.
Who is "they," witness? Wo gave you the swanp?
It was a man. One nan gave that swanp.
Was that man a civilian or a fighter?

A civilian. He was a civilian.

o >» O » O > O

When you were at the hospital, did anything happen while

you were at the hospital ?

A Yes.
Q What happened when you were at the hospital ?
A VWil e at the hospital, when a soldier brought his wfe

we should train her
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Train her to be what?
To be traditional birth attendant.
Do you know the nane of that soldier?

H s name is Al pha.

o » O » O

Ckay. And what happened next?

THE | NTERPRETER:  Your Honours, the witness is covering

m crophone with her hands. Can she renove it so?
THE WTNESS: He said his wife should not go to work.
M5 ASHRAPH:

Q And what happened then?

Then he cane and appealed to us that he had said that

wi fe shoul d not work but now he has changed his mind; he wants
his wife to work, and we agreed.

Q Ckay. So his wife came back to work?

A Yes.

Q And then what happened?

A

W were there one day when he cane again and said he
his wife but the wife was in the house and we were delivering

but he said he wanted his wi fe.
Q The wi fe was delivering?

A Sonebody was giving birth to a child and he called ne
they said they should call nme out, but | said sonmebody was

birth nowto a child. | can't |eave that person.

Q Ckay. And what happened?
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A So when the person gave birth --

THE | NTERPRETER: Your Honours, can the w tness take

agai n.
M5 ASHRAPH:
Q I will ask you a different question. How was Al pha
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behavi ng?
A Al pha was grumbling and he was saying he would beat ne

and he was saying | was an ordinary civilian. He said he had
called me and | said | was not coming out. He would deal with
me.

Q And then what happened?

A Then | said -- then | went and reported to the

and he said we should go to the MP and we went explained to

And is the MP T Anmara?
Yes.

kay. So did you to -- so you went to the MP?

> O > O

Yes, | went to the MP. | was standing at mnmy house

explaining to the MP and sheddi ng tears.
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Q So you net the MP at your house; where did you neet the

A Yes. Well, we nmet on the way, and | said | was going to

you and he said we should go to the house, so we went and sat

ny house on the railing, and | was explaining to him crying.
Q And then what happened, Wtness?
A | was expl ai ni ng when one person cane and cal |l ed himand

they said, "Amara, CO Issa has cone there at the house" but

was -- Amara's house was at the junction of the road. That

where they had come from

kay.

Then he said, "Wait for ne, |I'mconing."

And did you know who CO | ssa was?

No, | did not know him Not a day did I know him

And then what happened? T Amara --

> 0 » O > O

| was standing there when sonebody -- when a boy came

called me that CO Sesay is calling me.
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Q Do you know CO Issa's full name?
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A At that tinme when | was there | knew, but then | have

seen him | used to hear themcall him CO I|ssa.

Q kay. Do you know his full nane? Do you know his --
A They said | ssa Sesay.

Q Ckay. So then what happened?

A

I was there when they said CO lssa was calling ne. |
there. | was very frightened and | went there and | saw him

really saw that | was frightened
Q Where did you go, Wtness?

A | went to CO Issa at Amara's house. That was where he

sitting down, when they called ne that he was calling ne.
Q Ckay. And you got to Amara's house?

A Yes, | went there and net themsitting down in the

And then what happened?

Then | went and stood and | was frightened. He saw that
was frightened. Then he told the soldier who was sitting down

get up and | should sit down and | sat down.
Q And what happened after you sat down, w tness?

A Then he said, "Stop crying. Explain to ne. Stop
Then | expl ained and he said, "Okay, stop crying." And he

they should go and call the soldier and they called himand he
care.
Q And is this -- which soldier did they call?

A This Al pha that had mi sbehaved to ne, they said they
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call him As soon as | started explaining and crying he said,
"Ckay, wait. Let themgo and call Al pha," and then went and
call ed himand he cane.

Q VWhat happened after Al pha cane?
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A Then he said, "Stop crying. Don't cry. Don't cry.

Then | expl ai ned everything, just as | had done, as to how I

Al pha had -- what Al pha had done, sorry.

Q And what happened after you finished expl aini ng what had

happened?
A Then CO |Issa asked this man. "Sir, what happened?” He
wanted to explain. "Did you tell her that she was a civilian?

Did you threaten her? You sent your wife there to go and

Did you tell her that she was -- that she was a civilian." He
wanted to continue there, a woman put her up --

THE ENGLI SH | NTERPRETER:

Your Honours, the witness is speaking very fast.

M5 ASHRAPH:

Q Wtness, you need to slow down. Ckay?
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A Then she put her hand up. Then she gave -- she attested

that fact.

Q |"mjust going to take you back a little bit. OCkay?
A Ckay.

Q What did CO Issa say to Alfa?

A When he asked Alfa, "Did you give your wife to be

He said, "Yes." Then he asked hi m another question: "D d you

tell her that because she was a civilian you were going to

her up?" He wanted to deny that. Then a wonan put her hand

And he said, "Then we've got a witness who will testify that

said that.” And then he told himthat --

Q W tness, pause, please, Madam Wtness. A worman put her
hand up.

A One worman put up her hand up. When the man wanted to

the woman was a civilian, she put her hand up. Then CO |Issa
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said, "Okay." He said, COlIssa, that is what he said. He
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"Have you heard that?" Then he said, "Yes, that was what |

but I"'msorry."
Q Ckay.
A Can | conti nue.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Ms Ashraph, where is this crowd, you
know, coming fron? Was it a tribunal or what? W know that

Amara -- Issa was not -- |I'mnot asking you madam |ssa was

Amara's house. And this woman was cal |l ed, she cane trenbling,
maybe crying. And they called Alfa. And that was this -- so
thi s other wonman who canme has cone from where?

M5 ASHRAPH  Ckay.

Q W tness, the woman who put her hand up, where had she

fron? Wen had she arrived at the house?
A She too was at the clinic when this incident took place.
When they said that CO Issa had cone, all of them cane there.

But this woman was al so a soldier. So she canme and gave this

a witness that that was exactly what this man -- she said,

was exactly what this man told this woman.

Q How many people cane fromthe clinic to Amara MP' s

A We were four in nunmber, nyself, Mama Foday and this

They followed us later to ny house. They were there when they

said Issa had conme. Then we went there together. They said

was calling me, then we went there together

Q Ckay. The worman that put her hand up, she was a fighter
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A Fighter. She was a fighter.

Q And why was she at the hospital ?

A She had no gun. They took that pregnant worman to me
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because they were staying together at hone.

Q Ckay. Al right. And after the woman cane forward,
happened?
A When the wonen came, CO Issa told her that, "Do you know

what |'mgoing to tell you because |I'mgoing to deal with you
because this wonan is a civilian and she is a nurse. And you

have no right to threaten her."

Q Ckay. And what happened then?

A He told himto take off his -- the shirt. And then he
told, he said -- he told himto take off his trousers and then
did that.

Q Ckay. And then what happened?
A He said if the woman was your fellow soldier that would
have not been bad.

THE | NTERPRETER:  Your Honour, the w tness is speaking



16 f ast.

17 M5 ASHRAPH

18 Q Wtness, | knowthis is an incident that happened to
you,

19 but you need to speak very slowy because at the nonent we are

11:28:28 20 not able to take down what you are saying. OCkay?

21 A Ckay.
22 Q So, if you say two or three sentences and then you pause
23 and then | can | et you know when | have -- when we have al

24 finished witing.

11:28:40 25 A kay.
26 Q So, Issa said if this woman was a soldier --
27 A He said if it were your fellow soldier that would have
not
28 been bad because that was the law, all of us nade that.
Nobody
29 should threaten a civilian. This woman is a wonan as and
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1 secondly, she is a nurse. You have no right to have

t hr eat ened

2 her. W are going to beat you up, so you will not do that to
her

3 any -- again.
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Q kay. And then what happened?

A Then he was beat en up.

Q Who was he beaten by, wtness?

A Hunf?

Q Wio was he beaten by?

A His fellow soldiers because | went to ny house now. And
was advised -- he apologised to ne so | went to ny house.

he was now beaten up

Q Okay. And did this take place in the dry season or the
rainy season, can you renenber?

A It was in the dry season, | think, it was in the dry

season. Then he took himand apol ogised to me. Fromthat

nobody ever threatened ne.

Q kay. Wtness, was there a school at Mende Bui ma?

A Yes. There was a school in Mende Buima. Even this of
friend, Nancy, her son -- her child was going to that school

Q And was Nancy paying for her child to go to school ?

A No, | did not see her pay school fees for that child and

she did not tell ne that she ever paid school fees for that
child.

Q Okay. Now, witness, you said -- witness, you said you

a Muslim Were you practicing your religion during the tine

were in Mende Bui na?

A Yes. Yes, | used to pray. | was not alone. | was

in group.
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Q And where would you go to pray when you were there?
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A We used to pray in the nosque, there was an | nam even
up -- even up to now he is still there.

Q And did you pray inside the nosque the whole tinme you

in Mende Bui m?

A No, when the jets began to come we are not praying in

nosque now, except at night.
Q VWhat was the relationship like with the soldiers at that

time, the fighters?

A When | was in Mende Bui ma?
Q Yes.
A Wen | was in Mende Buima | had no problemwth the

fighters, nobody raped nme, nobody forced ne to work, nobody

me up and nobody did anything bad to ne, except when they were
gi ving nme respect.

Q And how did you see other civilians being treated?

A The sane way they were treating ne that was the sane way

they were treating the civilians because with the civilians



18 the soldiers there was a big difference between us.

19 Q Wtness, were people farm ng in Mende Buinma at that
time?
11: 32: 53 20 A Yes. There were a lot of rice there, enough.
21 Q And where were they farmning?
22 A Everybody, sone of them Mende Bui ma was their homnet own.
23 They were born there. They have their bush there, even if you
24 are a stranger when you ask for a bush you woul d be given.
There
11:33:19 25 was enough rice and palmoil. Everything was there in
abundance.
26 Q And were civilians farmng on their private farns?
27 A Cvilians were working for them They did not -- the
28 civilians were very proud, they were working for thensel ves.
29 Q kay. And where -- do you know of any -- have you ever
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1 heard of a conmunity farm w tness?
2 A Yes, the one that was in G ehun, the one that |I saw
3 Q And who was wor ki ng on the comunity farnf
4 A In that community farmbe you a soldier or a civilian
11: 34:16 5 everybody was working on that comunity farm

6 Q And did you ever work there, wtness?



7 A No, | did not work there. They were not allowing us to

8 work. We were only doing the nurse work.
9 Q kay. Did you know anyone who was working there?
11: 34: 41 10 A Yes, this Nancy that | was staying with who was the
chi ef
11 at Mende Bui ma, she was the head of that farm work.
o 12 Q You said Nancy was the chief. Wat was Nancy the chief
of 7
13 A She was the head of the civilians for whatever
arr angenent
14 they were going to undertake they would go to her
11:35: 04 15 Q Was it all of the civilians she was the chief of?
16 A Yes, the civilians who were in that town, the woman who
was
17 the head for the wonen, when there was work, when there was
18 community work then they would tell her to go and tell the
) 19 sol diers. Then they would go and tell the soldiers and then
t hey

11: 35: 30 20 woul d do the arrangenent.

21 Q And do you know how she becane chief of the wonen?

22 A | nmet her as chief because she did not flee. Wen the
war

23 started | net her as chief. She was there until the end of
t he

24 war .

) 11:35: 52 25 Q And did she say how she was treated when she worked on

t he

26 farn?

27 A Yes, why they were going to work they would first neet
at

28 his house -- at her house, made arrangenents before they could

29 | eave.
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1 Q What was the arrangenent they were naking?
2 A They woul d be there, if they had brought salt for the
f ood
3 then he would tell themthe food is here for the work. They
4 brought the food for the work. |If they would ask her for --
for

11:36:28 5 the nunber of workers who were living in Mende Bui ma

6 THE | NTERPRETER:  Your Honours, can the witness speak
7 slowy.
8 M5 ASHRAPH
9 Q Al right, Wtness, you need to --
11:36:39 10 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: W have to get used to her, it is the
way
11 she speaks. But | think, M Ashraph needs to apply sone
br akes
12 fromtime-to-tinme
13 M5 ASHRAPH:.  Yes, Your Honour.
14 Q Wtness, could you speak slowy and, again, two
sent ences

11: 36: 57 15 and then a pause, okay. Wat we have is, you bring salt and
f ood

16 to her house.

17 A He would -- she would tell her that there is food for
this

18 wor k, and then they would carry that food.
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Q Who would bring the food -- the salt and the food to the
house? Who was providing the salt and the food?
A | don't know. But she was just -- said that they had

brought it, but I'msure it was the soldiers who were bringing

t he food.
Q Why are you sure of that?
A Yes, because she did not tell ne that she had brought

food for that work, because she would just tell ne that they

brought the food?
Q Ckay. And why did the civilians work on the farnf

A Well, it was the arrangenent that they should make a
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community farm because they were working on that farm happily.

Q And how did Nancy say she was treated on the -- when she
wor ked on the farnf
A She did not tell ne any other thing. Wilst they were

coming fromthe farmthey were singing even if the food that

woul d keep for her, when she came she would not eat it, she
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say they have eaten enough on the farm Even apart from

good number of the wonen used to tell ne that they were

them ni ce. Nobody ever beat any of them up
Q kay. And what happened to the harvest of the farn®

A Wel |, after the harvest, the way she told ne that

stored everything on the barns. They say it was a very good
harvest because whenever they went to harvest they would cone
with rice.

Q When they went to harvest who would cone with rice?

A Al'l the women who were going to harvest, they will cone
with their sheaves -- with sheaves.

Q What woul d t hose sheaves be and who were those sheaves

that they brought back?
A For thenselves. |If they went and Nancy brought hers we

woul d prepare it and then we would eat it.

Q Ckay. And what happened to the rice that was stored in
bar ns?
A Vll, we were not in the sane town. Wen they stored

rice in the barns, when they harvested all the rice, the

chiefs came together. She told nme that they've -- they have
stored the rice on the barns, three barns.

M5 ASHRAPH.  Your Honour, | see the tinme. |'ve got

15 mnutes left.
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PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes, yes. W were just looking at the
time. Yes.

M5 ASHRAPH: | have about 15 minutes left after the

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: That's all right. Al right. The
Chanber will recess, please.
[Break taken at 11.32 a.m]
[ Upon resum ng at 12.37 p. m]
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: W are resuning the session. W are

here. W are resuming |ate because of the witness's

or so, so | hope we shall be able to finish

Madam Wt ness, how are you -- how are you

Are you feeling better?
THE W TNESS: Thank God, yes.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: You feel better?
THE W TNESS: Yes. Thank God.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: You better warn this your |awer to

finish with you quickly, yes, the one that's your |awer, so

you can get away fromhere in tine.

THE W TNESS: Ckay.
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bor der ?

treat ed.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Ms Ashraph, you nay continue, please.
M5 ASHRAPH. Thank you, Your Honour

Q Madam Wt ness, were there shops in Mende Buinma at that

when you were there?

A Shops were not there, but there were goods in the town.
Q Was there trade goi ng on?

A Li ke what ?

Q Was there trade of goods goi ng on?

A No, there were no shops. There was just petty trading

their trades, in their houses, doing their trading.
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Q D d anyone go to the border for any reason?

A Yes, they used to go and do busi ness there.

Q And who used to go and do business at the border?

A A lot of people. Civilians were going there, soldiers

were going there. A lot of people were going there.

Q And did you hear about how they were treated at the

A Vll, | was not there. | don't know how they were

Q Could civilians go on their own to the border?
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A Yes, on their own. They used to take goods there. They
used to take their produce to the border, to go and sell it.
Q Wtness, did you stay in Mende Buima or was there a tine

that you | eft Mende Bui ma?

A | left Mende Buinma. Then | went to Manowa agai n.
Q How did you | eave Mende Bui ma?
A Wl l, they took nme out of -- out there and sent ne to

Manowa to go and work there. At that tinme the soldiers were

in Manowa.

Q When you say "they took ne to go there" who took you?

sent you to Manowa?
A Sol diers sent me to Manowa. They told nme to go and work
there. Soldiers sent me there to go and work there.

Q Was there a particular reason why you were needed to go

wor k at Manowa?

A Yes.
Q What was that reason?
A When | went to Manowa, they used to say there was a

who was not in good terms with the civilians, so anybody

was working there, and was not in good terns with the

they will tell the soldiers. Then you will be renoved from

SCSL - TRIAL CHAMBER |
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and anot her person woul d be sent there.
Q And how was it decided that you would go to Manowa?
A Well, we had our |eader. He cane and told us that they

wanted to send nme to Manowa to go and see the place first.

later | went there and then | started to work there.
Q Who is the | eader that you are tal king about, w tness?

A This very man who was our head, the coordinator. He was

transfer us.
Q kay. And was he --

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Who was this coordinator? Does she

t he name?
M5 ASHRAPH:
Q What was the coordi nator, wtness?
A He was cal |l ed Brakei.
Q And was he a civilian or a fighter?
A That coordi nator?
Q Yes.
A Vell, | don't know, because | did not see himwith a

sol dier uniform
Q And where was he wor ki ng?

A He used to work at the hospital; he was a coordinator.

| believe he was a fighter, but |I did not see himw th gun.
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Q And so you went to Manowa and what -- where were you
wor ki ng i n Manowa?

A I was working at the hospital. | net people there who

wor ki ng there, so | was working at the hospital.

Q And who was in charge of that hospital, if you can
r emenber ?
A He was called Dr Anara.
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Q And what kind of treatnment were they giving at that
hospi tal ?

A They used to give every kind of treatment to children,

adults, civilians and soldiers. Any type of sick that you had
they -- they -- you will get the treatnent.
Q And did people have to pay for that treatnent at the

hospital in Manowa?

A No, | did not see anybody gi ve nobney.

Q And where were you stayi ng when you were in Manowa?

A At the hospital there was a room There was a room for
doctor and | had ny -- and there was a | abour room near the --

near mnmy room
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Q Ckay. And would you get -- would you visit Mende Bui na
whil e you were at Manowa?
A Yes.

Q And what -- did you have to do anything in order to go

to Mende Bui ma?

A Wien | was going to Mende Buinma | would just conme and

over to Mende Bui na.
Q Coul d you travel freely, w tness?

A Anywhere | wanted to go | was free to go there; they

not preventing ne.

Q kay. Was there a school in Manowa?

A Yes.

Q And what kind of school was it?

A Children used to go to that school. | used to see them
going to that school

Q And do you know i f people had to pay to send their

to school ?
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A No, | did not hear that. | never heard that. | saw

going to school but | did not see people pay school fee.

Q kay. And the children that went, who were they the
children of ?

A Cvilians' children were there, as well as fighters
children; everybody.

Q And what was the relationship |like between the fighters

the civilians in Manowa?

A I did not see themany -- there was no probl em anong

You cannot even distinguish them because there was no probl em
anong t hem

M5 ASHRAPH: Excuse me a minute, Your Honour
Q Thank you, witness. That is all of the questions | have
for you but there are going to be sonme nore questions, if you
just stay there.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: M (Qget o.

MR OCETO. My Lords, we have no questions for this

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: No questions, right. Thank you. Yes,
M Canmegh.

MR CAMMEGH: No questi ons.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: No questions. Thank you. Yes,
M Hardaway, let's start.

MR HARDAWAY: And see where we go again --

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: So we go agai nst the |unch hour

MR HARDAWAY:  Yes, Your Honours.

CRCSS- EXAM NED BY MR HARDAWAY!

Q Madam Wt ness, good nor ni ng.
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A Good afternoon, sir. Good afternoon, sir.

Q | have some questions for you, and I will try to be as
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brief as possible. | understand your situation, all right?

want to take you back to Manowa the first tinme you were there;

all right?
A Okay.
Q Now, you said that the first tine you were in Manowa you

were in the zoo bush, and people cane to tell you to conme out

the bush and go back into the town; is that correct?

A VWen | left Quinea and canme, | was not staying at

VWen | left Quinea and came, when | went to Segbwenmm, after
Segbwerma, when | went back to Manowa, the person | was staying

with, we went to the Joe Bushes together because she was

there. We were there when they cane and told us that we

go to the town and then all of us went to the town.
Q And by "they" who asked you to conme back into the town,

that was the people's arny; is that correct?
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A Yes, they were people's arny. Wen | cane, | net

army, when they said they had brought the salt.
Q So you cane back into the town, you asked for salt and

Maggi and the people's arny brought the salt and Maggi; is

correct?
A Yes.
Q Now, do you know where the salt and Maggi cane fromthat

t hey brought you?

A Well, | don't know where they brought the salt because

said they went and bought it but | don't know where they --

they took the salt from but it was a bag of salt. So I'm

they m ght have bought it.

Q So when | put it to you, Madam Wtness, that people's

got the salt and Maggi fromraiding other towns and vill ages,
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woul d you have any know edge of that? Wuld you agree or

you di sagree?

A That is not true, because salt, we have not in those



4 vil | ages because, in fact, people were not in those area,

12:55:36 5 villages, it was only in Manowa t hat people were staying

there.

6 Peopl e hadn't a bag of salt in those villages and the bag of
sal t

7 that they brought were not fromthose villages

8 Q Thank you, Madam Wtness. Now, | want to take you now
to

9 the tinme when you said that your noney and jewellery were
t aken

12:56: 05 10 fromyou; okay?
11 A Ckay.
12 And that was also in Manowa; is that correct?

Q
13 A Yes.
Q

14 And at the tine this was taken fromyou, the people's
ar ny
12:56: 16 15 was still in Manowa; isn't it -- wasn't -- isn't that correct?
16 A The tine they seized those things fromne, the people's
17 army were not in Manowa. There was no people's arny in
Manowa.
18 They used to come and go back. On that very day, they were
not
19 in town when those things were renoved fromme. W were only
12:56: 39 20 living there with those other people because the people's
arny,
21 whenever they used to cone they used to cone with guns, with
22 their red caps on their head, but that very day that the
t hi ngs
23 were renmoved fromme there was no people's arny in that town.
24 Q Now, when -- okay. So what would the people's arny do
when

12:57: 00 25 they were in Manowa?

26 A The tinme they came and settled in Manowa; is that what
you
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mean?
Q You said that the people's arnmy would cone in and out of

Manowa. Wat | Want to know, Madam Wtness, is what would the
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people's arnmy do when they were in Manowa?

A The two days | spent at Manowa | did not see them do any
ot her thing except when they said people have left the -- have
come to settle in this town. After they fight, the people who

|l eft the bush and cone and stay in the town, | did not see

do anyt hi ng bad.

Q By "after the fight" Madam Wtness, were the people's

fighting people in the area of Manowa while you were there?

THE | NTERPRETER: Your Honours, can the counsel take

question agai n.

THE W TNESS: Pl ease explain. |'mnot hearing.

MR HARDAWAY:
Q Okay. You had nentioned that there was fighting, just
A Yes, yes.

Q What | want to know, before you were placed in the zinc
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shed, did the people's arny fight in and around Manowa?

A VWen | came in that town, even if a fight has taken

I didn't know. The time we were arrested on Saturday, it was

Sunday that the fight took place. It was then that people's

took ne away. Even if they -- a fight had taken place | was
there. The time, | was not there.
Q Now, you had nentioned that the night after your

was taken you went into the zoo bush; correct?

A The day they rempoved the things fromnme, that very night

went to Joe Bush. The next norning, Friday, that was the day

they took the things fromnme. Saturday norning was the day

arrested ne and put me in that zinc structure. On Sunday now,
they -- a fight broke out. Yes, a fight took place but it was

the people's arny that | discovered that took ne across the
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river.

Q Madam Wtness, | just want to tal k about the night you
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spent in the zoo bush right now, okay?

A That is what | have told you. That Saturday evening

they renoved the things fromne, we slept in the Joe Bush

everybody went to the Joe Bush

Q Al right. Now, you had nentioned that you had heard
singing while you were in the zoo bush; correct?

A Yes, yes. Very well. Very well

Q And, according to you, they were singing about slitting
people's throats. That was part of what they were singing; is
that accurate?

A That was the way they were singing. They did not say

were going to cut people's throat but they said: Tonorrowis

day of cutting people's throat but they were not referring to

anybody, but that was the song they continued to sing

the night. Then, on Sunday, then on the day of Sunday

that very day | will never forget it in ny life.
Q So it would be correct to say that when you heard this

singi ng about the next day people's throats getting cut that

were scared, weren't you?

A Yes, | was scared, because | never heard such a song

that. Al of the tine | spent in Quinea that was ny first day

heard such a song

Q And even though you were scared about the singing, the

day you went back into Manowa; is that correct?
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A It was not at dawn, it was in the norning. The norning
that they sent somebody to call ne that | should come, on a

Sat urday norning, they sent sonebody to cone and that norning
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that | came, that was the day they arrested ne and kept ne at

pl ace. Then they sent to call me to come. Then, that was the

nmorning they arrested and kept ne at one place. | was in that

| was under arrest when the fight took place. | did not just
| eave the Joe Bush and cane because | was scared very nuch.

Q Now, Madam Wt ness, during the singing, and please

me if | amwong, there were other people in the zoo bush and
they left Manowa; is that correct?

A Yes, we were there together with other people. The

I met in Manowa, who were in the zoo bush, it was because of

that we went into the Joe Bush

Q What | am asking, Madam Wtness, is that -- did any of

people in the Joe Bush with you, did they |eave the Joe Bush



14 go away from Manowa?

13: 02: 53 15 A Vell, | left themin the Joe Bush, when they called ne
to
16 go. Then | went together with Yema. | did not go back to the
17 Joe Bush. They arrested ne. They put ne under arrest,
because
18 did not go to the Joe Bush. | was there now when the fight
t ook
19 pl ace on Sunday. | did not know where they went because | did

13: 03: 14 20 not see the direction where they went.

21 Q So, just so that we are clear, all right, Madam Wt ness
on

22 Friday, people in the court barri take your noney, they take
your

23 jewellery, your ring and | believe watch; is that correct?

24 A And my watch. Yes. Very well, very well

13:03: 35 25 Q That night you go into the Joe Bush; correct?

26 A That night, at dawn. The norning now, Saturday, by 2
t hat

27 was the time we went into the Joe Bush. W remained in the
Joe

28 Bush when they called nme. | did not go back to the Joe Bush

29 Q Now, in the Joe Bush, you hear singing about how the
next
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day people are going to get their throats cut; is that

A Yes. They used to sing. Say: Tonorrow is the day of

cutting people's throat. They did not say they are going to

people's throat. They only say tonmorrow is the day of cutting

people's throats. They were really singing.

Q And, as a result of that, you were scared; correct?

A Yes, because | was not there, | met themthere, because
they used to go to the Joe Bush. | was scared.

Q So having your noney stolen, going into the Joe Bush and

bei ng scared because peopl e are singing about people's throats
bei ng cut, you went back into Manowa the next day; correct?
A It was not the next day. | did not go to Manowa. The

ni ght that they sang this song I was not in the bush. That

the night, in the norning, that they called ne and they said

are calling me to the barri, to the court barri. It was there
that they put me into gaol. | was now under arrest. It was

people's arny that they freed nme, that they had crossed ne

I never went back to that Joe Bush

Q I"mnot asking if you went to the Joe Bush. Please

carefully to nmy question.

A I"mlistening to you very well.

Q After you heard the singing, and becane scared, you went
back into Manowa; is that correct?

A No. That night | did not go to Manowa on ny own. |t
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the next norning that they called ne because | was scared.

could I have gone back to Manowa on my own?
Q Madam Wt ness, | am asking, just very sinply, after you

heard the singing and becane scared --

A Ckay.
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Q -- after that you went back into Manowa; is that
A The next norning they called ne. They called ne to go
t here.
Q Ckay.
A I did not go there on my own. They called me. If they

not called me | wouldn't have gone there.

Q And you went with -- who did you go with, in again,
Wt ness?
A When they came and called ne, say, they first cane and

M xxxx that the stranger you brought we would want to see

thing. Mself, xxxx and her husband, we went to Manowa. |

there now when they sent for ne and ny bel ongi ngs.
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Q And when you went in with xxxx, were you still scared?
A Yes, | was still scared, because they have called nme and

they are insisting on nmy going there and they've asked ne to

me there. | was scared.
Q Al right. Thank you, Madam Wtness. Your Honours, |'m

about to go into a new section and | do see the tine. This

be an appropriate stop
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Wl l, |earned counsel, we would recess

for lunch and resune the session at 2:30. But may we know

the position is? | imagine that we will be done with this
wi tness before the afternoon session. Are we taking on the
second w tness, M Jordash?

MR JORDASH: There is no reason why we shouldn't. |

this next witness will be approximately the same |ength as
Wi t ness.

PRESIDING JUDGE: | see. So we are just seeing if we
can --
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MR JORDASH. The witness is ready.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: That's right. Good. Thank you.

rise and resune at 2:30. The Court rises.
MR HARDAWAY:  Your Honours, just for clarification
pur poses --

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Just a minute, please.

MR HARDAWAY: | anticipate being finished before the

afternoon break; significantly beforehand. | don't believe |

have nuch nore.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes. You have put M Jordash on

You heard that, M Jordash, so it helps us as to how we

in the afternoon. You wanted to say sonet hi ng?
MR JORDASH: No, no.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: The Chanber will rise, please.
[ Luncheon recess taken at 1.09 p.m]
[ RUF26NOVO7C - JS]
[ Upon resum ng at 2.55pn]

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Good afternoon, | earned counsel.

wi t ness, good afternoon, how are you this afternoon?
THE WTNESS: |'m good, sir.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: M Hardaway, you may conti nue.
MR HARDAWAY: Thank you, Your Honour.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Pl ease, yes.
MR HARDAWAY:
Madam Wt ness, good afternoon, nadam

Good afternoon, sir, how are you?

Q I"mfine, thank you. Wen you were in Manowa the first
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time, Madam Wtness, you had testified that the people's arny

said they wanted to be one with the townspeople. Do you
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t hat ?

A Yes.

Q VWhat did they nean by that?

A To be in oneness?

Q Yes, nmadam

A They said they should be in good ternms with the

townspeopl e, but | cannot tell you any other neaning other

that, but | think they nmeant they wanted to be on good terns

t he t ownspeopl e.
Q Ckay. Now, Madam Wtness, the first tine you were in
Manowa, were there schools there?

A The first time | came when | was passing through Manowa,

did not see school at that tinme because at that tinme people

started arriving. | did not see school there.

Q How about when you cane in fromthe zoo bush into Manowa



16 after the people's arny were said to cone in, were there

school s
17 in Manowa then?
18 A When the people's arny arrested ne, when they sent ne to
19 Mende Buima, the school was there now at the tine.
15: 03: 58 20 Q I"msorry, Madam Wtness, |I'ma bit confused. Wen you
21 were put in the zinc shed in Manowa, were there schools there
at
22 that tinme?
23 A | did not see school there. Even if a school had been
24 there, | did not see school because there were buil di ngs.
There
15: 04: 28 25 were school buildings there. The governnment school buil di ngs
are
26 run, but | did not know whether schooling was existing.
27 Q Were there hospitals in Manowa at that tine?
28 A There was hospital building. | know a person who was
29 treating people, the tinme | came there, there was a hospita
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1 bui | di ng but people were not working in that hospital
2 Q Ckay. Now, Madam W tness, your evidence is that after
you
3 were freed fromthe zinc shed, you went to Pendenbu; is that

4 correct?
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A Yes, they took nme to Pendenbu.

Q And by "they", you nean the people's arny took you to
Pendenbu, correct?

A Yes, they were there.

Q And they stated that they took you there for your own
safety; is that also correct?

A Very wel | .

Q And it would be correct to say that they took all of the
civilians to Pendenbu for their own safety; is that correct?

A Al the civilians? | don't know whether they took all

civilians there, but those | net themthere.
Q Al right. Do you know, Madam Wtness, and if you don't

know, that's fine, do you know if any of the civilians refused

go to Pendenbu with the people's arny?
A | did not see any civilian who refused that, that

particul ar soldier was not going. | did not see anybody. All

us that were put in the boot, | did not see anybody who

to go.

Q Al right. Now, in Pendenbu, Madam Wtness, you had

you would help deliver a baby in Pendenbu; is that correct?
A Yes.

Q And was that the only tine you delivered a baby in

or did you work as a birth attendant the whole tinme you were

Pendenmbu?



t her e,

Page 67

t hat

15: 07: 00

right?

15: 07: 23

baby

15: 07: 41

29

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

A No, that was the tinme | deliver in Pendenbu, a baby
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then | ater --

THE | NTERPRETER: Your Honours, can the w tness take

nane agai n?

MR HARDAWAY:
Q Madam Wt ness, as ny friend fromthe other side asked,
pl ease speak slowy so that it can be interpreted so that not

only nyself, but everyone in the courtroomcan hear, all

A Ckay.

Q Now, could you please repeat your |ast answer?

A Li ke, which one?

Q Al right, I'll ask the question again.

A Okay.

Q The baby you delivered in Pendenbu, was that the only
you delivered in Pendenbu or did you act -- or did you deliver

ot her babies while you were there?
A That day | canme to Pendenbu, that was the only baby I

deliver. Then later | went to Mende Buima, it was Mende Bui ma
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now | was doing the birth assistant work, but | was not in

Bui ma when | was doing -- | was delivering babies.

Q Al right. Now, at Pendenbu there were drugs and

avai | abl e at Pendenbu for people; is that correct?

A For everybody, there were nedicine for everybody, even

of us who were going there for supply, there were nedicines

us.
Q Do you know where the drugs and nedi ci nes canme from
Wt ness?

A If I know where the nedicines were from well, | don't

where the nmedicines were coning from but they told us they

going to buy themand bring it, but | don't know where they
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bringi ng these nedicines from

Q So when | put it to you that the nedicines and drugs

fromraids on other villages and towns, you woul d not know

anyt hing about that; is that correct?
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A No, | cannot accept that because there were no nedicines

those towns. There were no people in those towns, so you

take medi ci nes fromthose towns and bring them Those -- the

peopl e who were in those towns were comng to coll ect

from Pendenmbu, and the way the nedici nes appear did not appear

be nedicines that were raided fromtowns in those -- in those
vil | ages.

Q Now, how woul d you know all of this, Madam Wt ness?

A That they were not raided fromtowns? Because they were

seal ed cartons because at that time people used to go and buy

do tradings in Quinea, so | can conclude that they were not

nedi ci nes that were rai ded because it was not one, a single

of nmedicine. There were different kinds of nedicines in

cartons. It was not in short of supply. It was not just one
day, because if it were raided in those villages, it will have

got exhausted when everybody continued to supply us all the

Q How do you know it would have only |l asted one day had it
been raided froma village or town, Madam Wt ness?

A Those vill agers who were coming for that treatnent, no

of themever said those things were raided in their villages

they too were comng to cone and collect, if -- if those

medi ci nes were raided fromthose vill ages, they would have
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THE | NTERPRETER:  Your Honours, the witness is speaking

very fast.
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MR HARDAWAY:
Q Madam Wt ness, please, again, slow down so that the

interpreter can translate, okay?

A Ckay.
Q Can you repeat what you just said?
A | do not believe if those nedicines were rai ded because

those vill ages people were |l eaving fromthose villages coni ng

coll ect those nedicines. Even sonme of us who were working in

environs, we used to cone and col | ect those nedici nes.

if they were raided nedicines, the nedicine wuuld have

but up to the tinme | was working there the nedicine never got

exhausted. |[|f ever it had been a raided nedicine, it would

been exhausted because the places where they were raiding this
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medicine, it is -- when they have raided all the nedicines

those vill ages, they would have not got any nore fromthose
vill ages, but the nmedicine were there in continuous supply.
JUDGE BOUTET: But Prosecutor?
MR HARDAWAY:  Yes, Your Honour
JUDGE BOUTET: Because the witness has answered your

question about other villages, and obviously by her answer

obvi ously understanding in the area as such

MR HARDAWAY: | was going to expand upon that.

JUDGE BOUTET: But your |ast question and the one before
that was towns and vill ages.

MR HARDAWAY:  Yes.

JUDGE BOQUTET: Wen you say she's -- her answer is
explaining that it could not be fromother villages because

citizens fromthese villages were conmng to be treated and so

MR HARDAWAY:  Yes.
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JUDGE BOUTET: Your question appeared to ne to be a bit
wi der .

MR HARDAVAY: It was a bit w der, Your Honour, and | was
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goi ng to expand upon that.

THE WTNESS: Ckay, | will go and -- | will go back to
explain. People used to live -- nurses were |leaving fromthe
surrounding villages comng to take supplies from Pendenbu
Peopl e used to leave their villages to come to the clinic at

Pendenbu. |If they were raiding these nedicines in those

they would need to follow these nmedicines to come and col | ect
because they used to supply us continuously. As long as these
medi cines were raided, if they -- they would have said that it

will one day get finished, but it was not raided. The one

we used to sign for it, the noment it gets exhausted then they

will give us another one. That is the reason |'mtelling you

medi ci nes were not raided.

Q Madam wi t ness, you would agree with ne that it is

that the medicines cane fromother villages that were raided
ot her than what you have just described?

MR JORDASH: Obhjection. It's inviting speculation. |
think the witness has gone as far as she can. She's given her
view as to why she considered it wasn't raided. M |earned

friend this time is trying to take it one step further into

abj ect speculation. And ny |earned friend, secondly, ny

friend doesn't have a basis for these questions. There's
simply --
JUDGE BOUTET: Wiy woul d you need to have a basis to ask

these questions in cross-exanination? | nmean, you can test



29 credibility of a witness by any neans as such provided this
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1 it is not inproper. | don't see why there should be this
2 requi renent, M Jordash.
3 MR JORDASH. Well, it's inproper insofar as that there
is
4 no factual evidence which he is using to base a proposition
15:14:39 5 It's sinply the | atest Prosecution plank to their case based
upon
6 the previous witness's testinony which, in fact, actually
isn't a
7 proper basis for this, but there's no evidence in the

Pr osecuti on

8 case which is supporting this proposition, sinply a
proposition

9 whi ch the Prosecution have decided now to put to a w tness.
15:15: 06 10 JUDGE BOQUTET: But as | say, | nean, it nmay be for
vari ous
11 purposes. It may be for the purpose of trying to do this or

12 sinply to test the credibility of the witness by this neans.
13 Whet her or not they are trying to use this to support the
14 proposition of theirs on this issue, | don't know, M Jordash

15:15: 24 15 But |'msaying to you it is not necessarily inmproper for them
to



16
17
18
19
15:15:40 20

21
woul d

22

23

24
t hat,

15:16: 00 25
26

27
evi dence

28

29

Page 72

further,

3

ask that question. It depends what it is.

MR JORDASH. Well, the principal objectionis that it is

speculation. In ny subm ssion, ny |earned friend cannot keep
saying to a witness, "It's a possibility that." It's --
everything's a possibility. It's a possibility that a penguin

will walk into this courtroom but it's not likely, and

be speculating to say whether it will or it won't. The point

that this witness cannot be asked to guess at what m ght have

been the case. She said what she thinks was the case and

in my subm ssion, was already one step too far. This is going
further than that.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: M Jordash, she was basi ng her

on surroundi ng villages which cane to Pendenbu, you know, for

suppl i es.
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MR JORDASH: Yes.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Now, you know, she's been taken

you know, to other places, you know, where the nedicines may
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have -- may have cone from

MR JORDASH: But she doesn't know. The witness has said
she doesn't know.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Why doesn't she say she doesn't know?

MR JORDASH: Well, she has said that.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: | don't think she's provided an answer
t hat .

MR JORDASH. She said -- they said that they were going
buy them

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes, they said they were going -- they
were going to buy them Yes, that's what they said, that they

were in cartons, in new cartons, and that she believes that

were buying them you know, because they were not getting
exhausted, and that because of the trade, you know, across the

border, you know, there was a possibility that they were

them So it's a question of now confronting her --

MR JORDASH. Yes, but that's her know edge.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes, it's her know edge.

MR JORDASH: And now the Prosecution is saying, "Is it
possible it could have been." Well, it is of course possible.

O course it's possible; anything is possible. But the

doesn't know and she said she doesn't know.
PRESI DING JUDGE: Did you -- was that the thrust of your
question?

MR HARDAWAY: | may have used that |anguage, Your

but I can clearly rephrase. | can rephrase the question
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PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Well, you'd better do it because --
MR HARDAVAY: Very wel | .
PRESI DI NG JUDGE:  Yes.
MR HARDAWAY:
Q Madam Wtness, | put it to you that the nedicines you

received in Pendenbu were gotten fromraids on towns and

outside the area of Pendenbu; do you agree, disagree or do you
not know?

A No, | do not agree. | was working there for a | ong

I know they were buying -- they were buying it. As long as it

a stolen property it would have got exhausted. But continuous
supply of nedicine | do not believe whether they were raided
because those villages were com ng for the supply, | am sure.
They were not --

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: But it's not the villages -- it's not

vill ages, madam You know, it is not linmted to those

around you. Towns and villages; that's the question
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THE WTNESS: The tinme we were getting the supplies, the

ECOMOGs were at the boundary towards Daru. Daru was the only

town. People's arnmy were not going to Daru, but we were

supplies, nedicines, across the river. It was not a raided

property because there was no way you coul d have crossed over

that place.
MR HARDAWAY
Q Now, when you went to Mende Bui na, Madam Wtness, after

Nancy signed for you, you said you received itens: Pots,

Maggi and a sponge, | believe; is that correct?
A Yes, they gave themto ne.
Q Do you know where they got these itens fromthat they
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to you?

A Well, they used to buy and bring them They used to buy

them from Qui nea part, the things that they gave to ne. They
counted up to 100 and gave themto ne.

Q I put it to you, Madam Wtness, that the itenms you
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were gotten as a result of people's arnmy's raids on villages

towns t hroughout Kail ahun District; how do you respond?

A No, | do not agree that. This is a long tine that a war
had broken out. The war had broken out for quite a long tine.
They coul d have not kept those things for quite a long tinme in
Kai | ahun District, where they can easily go and raid and bring

them You cannot keep sonething up to a week, so | do not

Q Okay. Now, it was in Mende Buima that you served as a
birth attendant; is that correct?

A Yes.

Q And that was the only work you did in Mende Bui ma was
serving as a birth attendant; is that correct?

A Yes, that was the only work I was doing at Mende Bui na.
Q And it was your evidence that you took care of a |ot of
pregnant wonen in Mende Buimm; is that also correct?

A Yes.

Q Sone of these wonen were very young, weren't they, who

took care of?

A Yes.

Q And sone of these young wonen, the young wonen you took
care of, were they married?

A Al of themwere married; they had their husbands.

Q And these young wonen, they were nostly married to

fighters, weren't they?

SCSL - TRI AL CHAMBER |
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A Sone of themwere married to fighters, others were

to civilians, because it was on both sides, there were

as well as fighters.

Q Now, the wonmen who were married to fighters, did they

tell you they were captured and forced to be with those

A No. Sone of themused to say that they were married

the war, but nobody ever told nme that they were forced to get
married to them

Q So when | put it to you that young wonen were forced to
marry fighters and have children by them you would not know
anyt hing about that; is that correct?

A I woul d know sonet hi ng about that because | was there
working with a woman. | amtelling you that everybody at
Kai | ahun Town, where there was war, there was no woman who was

forced or raped. They got married willingly. They were

peaceful ly.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: It was your evidence that -- say what

are sayi ng again, Madam please
THE W TNESS: What | said, what you say, go back to it;

then I will understand.



21 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes, go back to it. Wat were you

22 sayi ng? Repeat what you've just said, Madam that in the

whol e
23 of Kailahun there was no forced nmarriage or rape. |s that
what |
24 heard you say?
15:23: 25 25 THE WTNESS: The one | was living with, never, nobody
ever
26 told me that they were forced to get nmarried. Sone of them
told
27 me that they got married before the war. Sonme said they got
28 married during the war and they were even jeal ous of them
because
29 I have sworn to the Koran, so | will say the truth. They
never
SCSL - TRI AL CHAMBER |
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1 told me that they were forced to get narried to them
2 MR JORDASH. Sorry, could |I just seek clarification?
3 There's sonet hing about the word "jeal ous” which it didn't
quite
4 make sense. | don't know whether it was a translation
difficulty
15:24:01 5 or sonmething the witness said. It seenmed to conme from nowhere

6 but wasn't in the context of the sentence.



7 JUDGE BOUTET: It would nmake sense to ne, that context,
8 they were forced to get married, that could be why would a man
9 jealous if they were forced? | nean, this kind of thing.

It's

15:24:19 10 not out of the context, but whether or not this is what the

11 witness said, | don't know |I'mjust saying to you, it could.

12 MR HARDAWAY

13 Q Madam Wtness, the clinic --

14 A Yes, sir.

15:24: 38 15 Q -- the clinic in Mende Buinma al so had plenty of drugs

and

16 medi ci nes; is that correct?

17 A The headquarter was at Pendenbu; Mende Bui ma was a
branch.

18 We used to collect nedicines from Pendenbu. W used to
col | ect

19 medi ci nes from Pendenbu to Mende Buina. Having exhausted,
t hey

15:25: 04 20 woul d go there again for nore.

21 Q So when | put it to you that the medicines that were
used

22 in Mende Bui ma were obtained through raids on towns and
vil | ages

23 t hroughout Kailahun District, you would disagree with nme; is
t hat

24 correct?

15:25:21 25 A I would not accept that at all, that those nedicines

wer e

26 raided in Kailahun District, no. The war had broke up to
quite a

27 long tine before | cane to that town because the nedicines
t hey

28 were bringing were not raided because there was no one with

t he
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Q Now, Madam Wtness, during the time -- during your

time with the people's arny, did you ever --

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Madam you said there were no

there with an expired date?

THE WTNESS: No. Wen they brought themall, they

| ook for the expiry date because they would buy them Al of

themwere new. Fromthe tine they used to bring them!| did

see anyone with an expired date because we used to open it.

they supplied it, we were the first to openit. You will go
there to ook for the medicines that you want.

MR HARDAWAY:
Q Now, Madam Wtness, during the entire time you were with

the people's arny, Manowa, Pendenbu, back to Manowa, did you

recei ve any training?

A The people's army, when | went? No, | was already
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I was qualified. | was doing birth attendant work, so | did

receive any other training. They did not give ne any other
traini ng.

Q You received no training in defensive nanoeuvres to

attack; is that correct?

A No, they did not give nme such type of training. They

not capturing people to be trained to be taken to the base.

were not capturing people, as long as you a woman. They were

giving me any training, | was just there. That was the reason

did not disarmat the end of the war because | was not a

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Madam answer the question as to

they were capturing people and taking themto the base. He

not ask you that question

THE WTNESS: No, | did not talk of capture.
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PRESI DI NG JUDGE: They were not capturing people and

themfor training at the base. Nobody put that to you. The
question is, did you receive any training?
THE WTNESS: | said | was not trained. They did not

capture and train me, no. They did not train ne. They did

train me wi th anything.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: The question was very open-ended

You said training, you know, so you understood it to nean

prof essi onal training because you were already trai ned. That

the answer you gave. Then he canme back and said were you

MR HARDAWAY: Def ensi ve

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: -- defensive manoeuvres and so on and

forth. He did not ask you a question relating to whether

were captured and taken for training.
THE WTNESS: No. They did not train ne with any other
type of training. That's what | have accepted. They did not

train me with any other training, apart fromthat nurse work

MR HARDAWAY:
Q Madam Wt ness, did you ever hear of a group called the
W A- Cs?
A The WACs?
Q Yes.
A The tine | came | did not see any group called WACs.
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properly.

not see any group together calling them WACs.

Q
A

Did you ever hear of any group called WACs?

No. The tinme | went there | did not see -- | didn't

anyt hi ng about WACs. | did not know anything about that.

Q

And that woul d be your entire tine with the people's

SCSL
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No. That there is a group called WACs, there is such a

Now, Madam Wt ness,

no, | did not hear such a nanme. Let ne not

you had nentioned that there had

tradi ng taking place at the border; is that correct?

And you had al so testified that the people who were

A Yes.
Q

tradi ng,
A

you do not know how they were treated; is that

Those who were going to do the trading, how they were

treating then?

Q
A

Right. You said you did not know, correct?

Li ke what treatnment?

have not understood that
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| have not understood that properly.

Q In answer to a question from Ms Ashraph, you were asked

the people trading were treated; do you renenber that

Yes. |If those who were trading, how they were treated?

Q Ri ght, and you said you did not know how they were

is that correct?

A No, | did not see thembeing treated badly because even

you are not there, if they had been treated badly, one would

told you that the way -- this was the way -- this had been the
way they have treated us but | did not hear anything |ike --
never heard anything |ike that.

Q But, Madam Wtness, in answer to the question from

Ms Ashraph, did you not say you do not know how they were
treated?

A Yes. | told you that |I did not know whet her they were

badly treated because if they have been badly treated one

them woul d have told you that, "Yes, we have been badly
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1 Bad thing we never heard. Even if you were not there, |'ve

told

2 you: | did not hear that. Every -- that's what | told you
I

3 told you I did not hear that. Never, nobody ever said, "W
have

4 been raided." Nobody. People used to take their produce
there

15:31:56 5 to sell, palmoil to sell and cone back

6 Q Wtness, | didn't ask you about if people were raided
My

7 question was very sinple: D d you say you did not know how
t hey

8 were treated? It's a very sinple question

9 A No, | did not know anythi ng, whether they have been
treated

15:32: 20 10 badly. | don't know that.

11 Q Thank you, Madam Wtness. Now, the trading on the
bor der,

12 this is on the border with Guinea; is that correct?

13 A Yes.

14 Q And during this time did you ever attenpt to go back
into

15:32: 33 15 Qui nea?
16 A No.
17 Q Al'l right.
18 A No.

19 MR HARDAWAY: |f | may have the Court's indul gence for
one

15:32: 47 20 monent, pl ease?
21 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes, please, you nay.

22 THE WTNESS: If | attenpted to cross over the river to
go

23 back when | was there, no.
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MR HARDAWAY: Thank you, Your Honours.

Q Now, Madam Wtness, from-- | want to rmake sure | have

town right, excuse ne. From Mende Bui ma you went back to

is that correct?

A Yes.

Q And you were instructed to go back to Manowa; is that
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correct?

A Yes.

Q Now, could -- listen to the question very, very

A Ckay.

Q If you wanted to refuse to go back to Manowa, could you?

A Yes.

Q Ckay. | put it to you, Madam Wtness, that had you

to go back to Manowa, you woul d have been puni shed by the
peopl e's arny; do you agree, disagree or don't you know?

A They woul d not do anything to ne if | said | was not
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to Manowa; they would not do anything to ne. | was in Manowa
when they asked ne to go and work at the Pendenbu. | said no.
But they did not do anything to me because | accepted to go to

Manowa because it was a busy place; | would have been able to

nmy business. They would not do anything bad to ne.

Q Now, | want to talk about the community farm near
all right?

A Ckay.

Q Now, you said it was Nancy who was the chief of that

community farm is that correct?
A She was the chief at Mende Buima for wonen, not for

community farm for the wonen at Mende Bui na.

Q | stand corrected. Who was in charge of the conmunity

at G ehun?

A I was not going to the farm | cannot explain that.
used to see wonen in group coming to see those who were going
happily. They went to the farm dancing. They cane back
dancing. But when they went to the farm who was in charge of

the farm | cannot tell you that because | was not going
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Nancy was the chief of Mende Buima for the wonen. She too was
goi ng there

Q So was Nancy in charge of getting people to go to the
comunity farnf

A No. Nancy was the chief for the wonen in Mende Bui na.

when they were going there they will conme to her house because

she too was going there; they used to go there dancing and

back dancing. | don't know the chief in charge of the

Anything that we are doing there nmust be a head. So that's

cannot tell you.

Q So it would be correct to say that you do not know how

got people to work on the community farm correct?
A They used to get people from Mende Buinma. They used to
give themby towns. |f three people were to cone from Mende

Buima then they will send the three people to go and work for

whol e day on the farm Then the evening they will return

they used to go there singing and com ng back w th singing.

a conmunity farm

Q I did not ask if they were singing. Again, please just
listen to ny question; all right?

A Ckay.

Q Could a town refuse to send people to work on the

farn? A very sinple question.
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A If a town could refuse?
Q Yes.
A The towns, they have cone together and deci ded that they

were making community farms, so how can you refuse when you

deci ded?

Q That's not the question. The question is: Could they
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refuse? Could a town decide: No, we will not send anybody to

the conmunity farmin G ehun?

A No. The town that they were not prepared already to
people, they will say so. The town that they were not going,
the -- even the town where we were staying there were people

were not going to work.
Q I''mnot asking --

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: So your answer is that people could
refuse to go to work?

THE W TNESS: Everybody could not go and work. The

town cannot go and work. Not everybody was going. There were
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peopl e who were not going, and they were not forced, but

were not going, and not everybody was goi ng.

MR HARDAWAY:
Q Coul d a person refuse to work on the conmunity farnf
A If you don't want to work on that farm you will refuse.
Q If a person refused to work on the conmunity farm they

woul d be puni shed by the people's arny, wouldn't they?

A No, they will not do anything with you if you say you

not going there; they will not do anything for you because the
farm ng was not for them because it was for civilians. They

said community farm Even nyself, | did not go there. They

not do anything to ne.
Q Vell, we'll get to why you did not work on the farmin a

m nute, Madam Wtness. Now, was the conmunity farm guarded?

A Li ke what ?
Q Were there arned nen standi ng around the community farn®
A I did not hear that. Nobody cane and told ne that.

used to go and work there. After, at the end of the day, they
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will conme back.

Q So when | put it to you that there were armed gunnen at

community farm you heard nothing about that; is that correct?

A No, | amtelling himthat that did not happen. A bad

do not hide. That never happened. A single day that never
happened that people were there with guns guarding that farm

Q Madam Wt ness, please listen to my question. The

simply was: Wien | put it to you that there were armed gunnen

the farmin G ehun that you did not hear about it; is that

correct?

A The town at G ehun, for people to guard that farmwith
guns, | amtelling himthat that never happened because | did
not - -

Q Thank you, again. The questions are very sinple and can

answered very sinply.

MR JORDASH: Obj ection; she's answered the question.

didn't --
THE WTNESS: That's the reason |'m answeri ng.
MR JORDASH: She didn't hear.
THE W TNESS: \What ever question that come | will answer.

MR JORDASH: She didn't hear and she can presune it

happen because bad things you cannot hide. There's a very
conpl ex and nuanced answer to actually a straightforward
quest i on.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Instead of saying bad things cannot
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she should say it did not happen, to her know edge. Bad

do not hide. | nean, sone bad things could hide, M Jordash,

sure you would agree with that. Sone bad things could -- sone

wrongs could be committed and they could go unnoticed.
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MR JORDASH: But | think --
PRESI DING JUDGE: It's possible, isn't it?

MR JORDASH: Not with a community farm That's the

| take fromthis witness's answer. That's the neaning | take
fromthis witness's answer. The community farmwas of such a

central inportance that this witness says she woul d have heard

bad things were happening there, and this w tness knew peopl e

wor ked on the community farm and she woul d have heard. This

the witness's way of answering a question, in my subm ssion,
quite clearly.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Right. Thank you. Yes?

THE WTNESS: But | want to expl ain sonething.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Were do we nove from bad things not
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hi di ng, M Hardaway?
MR HARDAWAY: |'Il nove on, Your Honour. [|'Il nove on.
Now, W tness --
Now, | have one or two word to talk.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes, Madam W tness, please explain.
THE WTNESS: That comunity farm | amtelling you that
all the civilians were happy to work on that farm because they

benefited fromthat farm They harvest. Sonme of them even

seed rice fromthat tine, still have it. | amtelling you
now. That it was civilians are in there. It was not a
farm

MR HARDAWAY:
Q Now, Madam Wtness, you had testified that you had a

yoursel f; correct?

A Yes.

Q And you had said that the MPs had asked soldiers to work
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your farm because you were working in the hospital; is that
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correct?

A Yes.

Q Did soldiers work on the farns of any other civilians?
A No.

Q You were the only one?

A Let me explain that. Wen you ask sonebody all ow t hat

person to explain. It was a swanp. The soldiers brushed that

swanp for one day, then we planted. Only two civilians worked

my farm on ny swanp, on the day of brushing. This wonan who

was still with and his sibling. Those two people were not

They vol unt eer ed.
Q Madam Wt ness, again, the question is this: Dd the
sol diers work on any other civilians' farns?

A Wwell, all of us who were doing the nurse work, three of

they used to work for us because that's the food we used to --

that's the food that used to sustain us because that -- they

to do that farmwork for us.
Q Al right. Now, Madam Wtness, before you cane here to
testify, did you speak to people fromthe Special Court

concerni ng your evidence here today?

A Those that went to ne to give this statenent?

Q Yes.

A Yes.

Q How many times did you speak to people fromthe Specia

Court concerning your evidence here today?

A Wien they went and took the statenent from me, the other
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time | cane, the Court did not hold. Then | went back. Then

came again. It did not hold. Then |I cane back. It is now
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time that the Court is nowon that | have cone to this Court.

Q So how many times did you speak to people fromthe

Court concerning what you're testifying here today? Just how
many tines?

A When they went and took the statement fromus, the Court
did not hold except nowthat | amtal king to Special Court.

Q Madam Wtness, would it be five tines that you spoke to
peopl e fromthe Special Court before you canme here today for
evidence? Six tines, three tines? How many tinmes?

A When | went and gave the statement, that was the tine |

know that | have cone to talk to people, except now that

come to -- at this Special Court.

THE | NTERPRETER:  Your Honours, the witness is speaking
very fast.

MR HARDAWAY

Q Madam Wt ness, please sl ow down, please sl ow down and
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repeat your answer for the translator

A When they went and took statenent fromme, when | cane

the zoo [as interpreted] except now that | have come and sat

before this Court, they brought nme but the Court did not hold

I did not sit down and explain this talk to anybody except now
that | amin this Court expl aining.

Q When did you give your statement? Wen did you give

st at enent ?
A | cannot renenber now. | cannot renenber. | could not

renmenber the date on which | gave that statenent because | --

did not docunent it. |'mnot educated, so | cannot recal
Q Do you know - -
A Except when | have cone.
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Q -- do you know if it was eight nonths ago, ni ne nonths

a year ago? Do you know?

A Yes, it's over a year now because | cane here once when
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Court -- when the Court was open during the tinme of election.

have nade this statenment over one year. | was not there, in
fact. | went to Liberia to ny children. Fromthere that's --
when | left fromLiberia, that was the tinme | came here. 1'm

just ready to go back

Q After you gave your statement a year ago, when did you

speak to people fromthe Special Court?

A I have not spoken to anybody that | can renenber from
Special Court to conme and sit down here and talk to people at
Special Court. | have not yet understood that. Because | am
just arriving, it's only two days ago that | have cone to that

zulu. | have told themthat | wanted to go back, but they

me to come to Court today. This ny first time |I'm explaining,
apart fromthat statenent

Q Since you cane two days ago as you said, did you speak

anyone from Special Court then?
A No, | was lying down. | was not well.

Q So fromthe time you arrived at Zulu until now, you did

speak to anybody from Special Court; is that correct?

A Li ke what type of talk? To cone and talk to people

talked to a | ot of people because | was tal king with people.

living there with people at Zulu, we used to sit together, so

tal ked to people there.

Q Did you talk to anyone from Special Court concerning
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you're testifying here to today?

A I did not talk anything to anybody because | did not
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what | was coming to testify because | don't know at that

what could | have expl ai ned, because those that we cane

we used to sit down together and talk. | don't know what |

comng to say, so what could | have explained to sonebody?

Q Madam Wt ness, when you gave your statenent a year ago,

you tell the people taking your statenent that the MPs asked
civilians to work on your private farnf
A I did not tell anybody that, that the MPs were asking

civilians. | said soldiers cultivated ny farm They did not

any civilian.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes, Ms Ashraph.

M5 ASHRAPH. Yes, Your Honour, there's actually --

the witness was interviewed in 2006 and in that interviewthe

summary contains [indiscernible] sentence the sumary of 16
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has "civilians" but the original statenent actually has
"sol diers.”

JUDGE BQUTET: Maybe before we hear nore, we shoul d ask

witness -- that this not be pernmitted to the witness so there

no confusion here.
M5 ASHRAPH: If you can just take off your headphones.

JUDGE BQUTET: She can keep it, provided the translation

not done to her, so that's okay. Sorry, M Ashraph
M5 ASHRAPH. Yes. Apol ogies, Your Honour
JUDGE BOQUTET: Can you take this back for ne?
M5 ASHRAPH:. Yes, Your Honour, | will. The witness was

interviewed in Pendenbu in 2006 and, in that statenent, she

the MPs arranged for soldiers to assist. Wen the sunmary was

done for 16 April that's when there was an error in that

and the summary says civilians were asked to assist, and that
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corrected. | ameven willing to disclose that small section
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the investigator's notes to the Prosecution, if that would
assi st.

MR HARDAWAY:  Your Honour, the reason why | went into

type of question is that the summary that we have, and this is
was from March 5, 2007, it clearly states that it was asking

civilians to assist the witness on the private farm And when

received additional information this norning, then it was

that it was soldiers; that's why I'mgoing into this line. |If

they say it was in April we need to check on that but that's

basis of ny questioning. W were working on the presunption

the statenent said that civilians -- the MPs asked civilians

hel p on the witness's farm

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes, M Hardaway; are you through with

MR HARDAVWAY: |'mthrough with that.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes, with what you --

MR HARDAVWAY: As it related to the response to Ms

yes, |'mthrough.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE:  Yes.

MR HARDAVWAY: |'mwaiting for guidance fromthe Court as

proceed or if the Court w shes to expand upon the natter

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes, M Jordash. | just wanted to

nmysel f that M Hardaway is through with what you have to say.

Yes, what is it?
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MR JORDASH. | suppose, just to buttress what Ms Ashraph

said, which is that if it's our fault then we, in fairness to

witness, and in fairness to the Prosecution, ought to say it's
our fault and, in that respect, as Ms Ashraph said, we'd be

prepared to disclose that aspect of the investigator's notes,
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that the Prosecution can see there's no foul play or any

by us to protect a witness, by suggesting that it's our fault
rather than hers. |It's sinmply to acknow edge a mistake and to

ensure that the witness's credibility isn't underni ned when

our mi st ake.

MR HARDAWAY:  Your Honours, | would ask -- the
i nvestigator's notes are fine but | would al so ask to see the
statenent.

MR JORDASH: This is the point |'mmaking. W have

i nvestigator's notes which are, according to the jurisprudence

this Court, a statenment. W have investigator's notes for

W t ness.
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JUDGE BOUTET: Sorry, other than the notes that you

describe as being investigator's notes, there's no statenent

sein atrue form--

MR JORDASH: No, it's the investigator's notes with
i nternal nmenorandum covering -- or within them But as |'ve
indicated, this is the statenent we have, investigator's notes
and we woul d, of course, be prepared on this point, wthout

argunent, to disclose that aspect so the Prosecution can see

we are not engaged in subterfuge.
JUDGE BOUTET: M Hardaway, you've heard the

representations made by M Jordash on the nistake that they

when they provided this information to you, and they are

proposing to disclose that part of that -- of the

not es because, from ny understandi ng of what they say, they

there is no statenment per se in the true form The statenent

in the formof investigator's notes and presunably taken from

questioning this wtness.
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MR HARDAWAY: |f that is all that they have, as it

to this issue, Your Honour, | would ask to -- | would accept

generosity of ny learned friend just -- if that's all they

on that subject. Wat |I'masking for is everything on that
subject. If that's it, then so be it.
JUDGE BOUTET: Well, that's -- M Jordash, you've

heard the -- is it all you have on this subject matter?

the question. If it is all you have, they would like to have

copy of that part of the investigator's notes. That's what it
is.
MR JORDASH: W are nore than content.

JUDGE BQUTET: You are saying this is the only part of

investigator's notes that deal with this particul ar subject.
That's the ot her question.

MR JORDASH: It's a small section. It has --

JUDGE BOUTET: Whatever part or portion of the

investigator's notes that deals with that, please disclose

to themso they have the full picture, and then they will be

to make their own assessnent based on that.

MR JORDASH. Certainly, Your Honour

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: But | hope that, because one may be
| ooking at the contextual form you know, or the contextua

extraction, you know, that will be nade of those notes. W
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with you that, and it is our jurisprudence, that notes which

been taken by an investigator are considered as w tness

statenments. So | hope that what will be disclosed will fit

well in its environnent, you know, and that we woul dn't need

| ook either forwards or backwards, you know, to be able to get

t he nmeani ng of what woul d have been sai d.
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MR JORDASH. We shall be very generous.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Right. W don't want to go further

that, anyway, for now.

JUDGE BQUTET: So, M Hardaway, you know what -- so you
have stated that you will be quite satisfied with this?

MR HARDAWAY: Yes, Your Honour.

JUDGE BQUTET: Now, do you want need to pursue your

cross-exam nation on this i ssue now or what --

MR HARDAWAY: | would like to peruse the information
provided by M Jordash to see if nmaybe -- |1'mal nost at the
of nmy cross, but, depending on what these notes say, | may
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little nore on that. | would prefer to exam ne themfirst

I continue, just in case.

JUDGE BOUTET: | think it's -- it seens to be a

application at this tine, given the scenario that we have to

with now M Jordash, do you have a copy avail able for
M Hardaway sort of now?

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Because we can stand the matter down

a short while and then we could ask M Hardaway to go on his
voyage of discovery.
MR JORDASH: It sounds like a frightening prospect. |

think if we had 15 m nutes.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Fifteen, that's fine. That's fine.

Chanber will rise for 15 minutes.
[Break taken at 3.55 p.m]
[ RUF26NOVO7D- dl |
[Upon resunming at 4.27 p.m]
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes, M Hardaway, you nay.

MR HARDAWAY: Yes, Your Honour, | have received the
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informati on fromM Jordash and | have reviewed it. And based
upon the review | do have a couple of additional questions on
this topic.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes. Just a mnute please.

MR HARDAWAY: Yes, sir.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes. Yes, you said you wanted to
explore -- to ask a few questions.

MR HARDAWAY:  Yes, Your Honour.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: On this.

MR HARDAWAY:

Madam Wt ness.

Yes, sir.

Q You had earlier testified that it was the MPs who told

fighters to work on your swanp farm is that correct?

A I did not say the MPs told fighters to go and work on ny
farm | said to cultivate ny swanp it was that idea
fromthe --

THE | NTERPRETER:  Your Honours, can the w tness speak
sl ow y.
MR HARDAWAY

Q Wtness, please speak slowy. W still have to be able

hear the translation?

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: M Hardaway, follow the witness, just
follow the witness.

THE W TNESS: Ckay.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: The proceedings are interrupted in a
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manner, you know, that does not nake for fluency inits

MR HARDAWAY:
Q Coul d you pl ease repeat your answer again, Madam
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A While we were working at the hospital there was a nan in

charge of everything. Wen | was there he told people to work
for me. Then the MP told the soldiers, then the soldiers went

and brushed for ne. I was not alone at the work force. As

as we were working in the hospital, soldiers would work for

But that's -- but the swanp was two bushes. It was not a --
civilians who brushed the swanp. It was the sol diers.

Q VWho was the person who told the MPs?

A The head of the hospital, Amara Bockarie, |'ve told you

coordi nator Brakei, he told themto work for ne because | had

gone there for the first tine. And then they accepted. And

they cane and told ne that we are going to brush this swanp

you.
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Q kay. Madam Wtness, during the tine you were with the
people's arny fromthe beginning until now, did you ever learn

the i deol ogy of the people's arny, what they were fighting

A Yes, they use to explain to us.

Q And what did they explain to you?

A They used to tell us that we have ideology for your
we feel sorry for them W should protect -- they were

for the civilians so that changes could cone to the country.
They used to tell us that.

Q And did you support this ideol ogy?

A The tine | entered there and what | saw, yes.

Q How about today? Do you still believe in the ideol ogy

the people's arny?

A Yes, because they're -- | benefitted fromtheir ideol ogy
because they saved ny live. If it was not they, ny live would
have not been saved. Probably, | wouldn't have witnessed this
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t oday.

Q So it would be correct to say that you are still |oyal
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the people's arny, is that correct?

A Yes. Because sonebody who saved you fromthe war, that
person is not bad person for you, because as for ne the
people's arny did not bad -- any bad thing to ne because they

saved ny life. And | was seeing them saving people's Ilives.

was the first person that | w tnessed that.
Q Thank you, Madam Wtness. | have no nore -- | have no
further questions of you
MR HARDAWAY:  Your Honours, this concludes ny
Cr oss-examni nati on.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Thank you, M Hardaway. Yes, M

M5 ASHRAPH. Yes, Your Honours, there is no re-

but we would like to exhibit the excepts of interview It

make sense in the transcript what the --

JUDGE BOUTET: |'mnot sure what the Prosecution has to

about that, but --

M5 ASHRAPH: O have the Prosecution accept it.

MR HARDAWAY: The Prosecution has no objection, Your
Honour, to the -- to the excepts that were just handed, no
obj ecti on.

JUDGE BOQUTET: My difficulty is this is certainly not

procedure | amfamliar with when you have a witness to

statenment, unless to sustain the witness evidence in sone
respect. This is your witness, and this is not necessarily a

statenent produced by this wi tness, but now --
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29 record if the Prosecution were to accept that there was an
error
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1 on the sumary and not an error in the --
2 JUDGE BOUTET: Fine, if they're prepared to say that, |
3 don't have any problem It would be quite different in
accepting
4 this particular docunent.
16:38:50 5 MR HARDAWAY: [ M crophone not activated] -- for the
limted
6 purpose of -- well, if | nmay have a nonent, Your Honour
7 JUDGE BOUTET: Yeah, what they are asking sinply is that
8 you accept that the information was a ni stake by counsel for
t he
9 first accused when they disclosed this information. That is
all.
16:39:09 10 MR HARDAWAY: Well, Your Honour, | don't knowif | can
say
11 specifically in that |anguage, but | would be willing to say
is
12 that --
13 JUDGE BOUTET: |In your own words, if you don't want to
say

14 in that | anguage, that's okay.
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MR HARDAWAY: | would say that the -- | would not object

only in terms of the |anguage, of the | anguage submitted in

exhibit is different.
JUDGE BOUTET: No, no, they are not asking any nore that

this be introduced as an exhibit. They are sinply asking if

are prepared to accept that the information that they

to you was an error on their part as to what they said,

And they are disregarding this docunent now.
MR HARDAWAY: |f | may have a nonent, Your Honour?
JUDGE BQUTET: Yes.

MR HARDAWAY:  Your Honour, the Prosecution is not ready

accept that stipulation. But in ternms of it wishing to be

exhi bited and then the Court can nmake what ever conparison it

with the sunmary that it already has. That would be the

Prosecution's preferred position.
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JUDGE BOUTET: Yeah, but we have no summary in evidence,

that is why | say --
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MR HARDAVAY: Well --

JUDGE BOUTET: | don't know what you want to do with

MR HARDAVWAY: |f that is the case, Your Honour then --

JUDGE BQUTET: Sunmary of dispose -- and we have this

of the Court record, but this is not in evidence. | mean, we
have no such docunents in evidence

MR HARDAVAY: | would -- | don't knowif | can now since

have al ready rested.
JUDGE BQUTET: And, again, | wish to renmind you

M Prosecutor that we agree and ask the -- M Jordash to

this excerpt --
MR. HARDAWAY:  Yes.
JUDGE BQUTET: -- of the investigator's note, that being

part of the statement of this particular witness to you

obviously, of the infornmation that appeared to be different in
what the investigator's notes were containing and what was
di sclosed in the summary. That was for that |imted purpose.
MR HARDAVAY:  Yes.
JUDGE BOUTET: What they are saying on this is that what

was di sclosed in sunmary was inaccurate because it was a

on their part, that is what they are saying. WelIl, obviously,

you are not prepared to accept their word for that, so

speak for you. So, this is what I'mjust relating to you

MR HARDAWAY: |t may be, Your Honour, that | may need to
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if we can cone back to that issue, possibly, tomorrow or if

is going to be another break then | can go speak with --
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PRESI DI NG JUDGE: No, there will be no other break
W're --
MR HARDAWAY: | woul d ask, Your Honour, for this limted

purpose if that -- if we can address this issue tonorrow so

take further instruction.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Well | think that, | nean, there nust

a finality to these issues. And you had cl osed your cross and
that isit. And we -- we would allow the records to remain in

the state in which they are. W would make our findings on

we have on the records and, equally, you know, we are not

this in as an exhibit because it doesn't -- it is not the true

picture of what exists in the overall jottings, you know, of

investigator. So | think that the position of the Chanber is

that we would allow the natter to rest and then --



16:44:10 15
16
17
18
as
19
16:44:22 20
21

22
want

23
24
16:44:51 25
26
27
28

29
very

Page 100

1

MR HARDAWAY: Very well, Your Honour
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: And that is it, yes.

JUDGE BQUTET: M Jordash, to reassure you, the record

i ndeed, reflecting what you have stated, so this is the record

it is.
MR JORDASH: Thank you, Your Honour
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: So, yes. Now, ©Madam Wtness, we have

finished, we have cone to the end of your testinony. And we

to thank you for conmng to assist us with your testinony.

THE W TNESS: Ckay.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: And we wi sh you all the best. Have a
saf e journey back to your place of abode. And we hope you are
still -- we hope you are still nmidw ving.

THE WTNESS: Yes, sir.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: W wish you all of the best in that
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nobl e job that you are doing.

THE W TNESS: Amen



3 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: W wish you a safe journey back to

your
4 pl ace of abode. And we will see you some other tine.
16:45:25 5 THE W TNESS:  Anmen.
6 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Can the witness protection unit help
t he
7 wi tness out please. Yes, M Jordash, you are | ooking forward
to
8 taking your next witness in the hope that we will be through
with
9 the witness by -- before m dday tonorrow.
16: 46: 50 10 MR JORDASH. It's a -- the witness is approximtely the
11 sanme size as this witness, but may be slightly longer. But I
am
12 i n Your Honours' hands.
13 JUDGE BOUTET: We will finish by tonorrow?
14 MR JORDASH: W will finish by tonmorrow, yes for sure.
16:47:08 15 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: That is the assurance we are receiving
16 fromyou, not just finishing by tonorrow but finishing by
m dday.
17 That's it. So let's take the witness please on this
assur ance.
18 MR JORDASH: DI S-128 will be our next wtness and wll
19 testify in Mende.
16:47:38 20 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: This is your 18th w tness?
21 MR JORDASH:  Your Honour, it is.
22 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: M Jordash, you say he will be
testifying
23 in Mende?
24 MR JORDASH:  Your Honour, yes.

16:49: 35 25 [ The witness entered Court]
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PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Can you swear himin, please.
W TNESS: DI S-128 [ Sworn]
[ The wi tness answered through interpreter]

MR JORDASH. Your Honour, | would like to apply for the

SCSL - TRI AL CHAMBER |

SESAY ET AL
26 NOVEMBER 2007 OPEN SESSI ON
first 15 mnutes to be in a closed session. | have tried to

think of a way to do it without, but I"'mafraid it is not

possi bl e because the witness isn't able to read or wite

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Let's go into a closed session
[At this point in the proceedings, a portion of the
transcript, pages 102 to 115 was extracted and seal ed under

separate cover, as the proceeding was heard in a cl osed
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[ Open session]
MR CEORCE: The Court is in open session now.

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Yes. Well, this is the brief ruling

the Court on the understandi ng, of course, that we will no

nmove into the closed session, M Jordash, | suppose so0?



6 MR JORDASH: Certainly.

7 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: All right. Well, we will now resune

t he
8 trial in public session. This is the ruling of the Chanber in
9 respect of the closed session application by |earned counsel

M

17:26:21 10 Jordash, for the first accused.

11 Consistent with the [indiscernible] requirenents that

12 crimnal proceedings are to be conducted in public, as
enj oi ned

13 by Rule 78 of the Rules of Procedure and Evidence of this
Court,

14 and taking into consideration Article 17(2) of the Statute of
t he

17:26: 45 15 Court, but exceptionally as authorised by Rule 79(A)(ii) of
t he

. 16 said Rules and the need to protect w tnesses, as provided for
in
17 Rul e 75, this Chanber, on the application of |earned counse
18 Jordash for a certain portion of the testinony of Wtness
numnber
19 Dl S-128 to be held in closed session did, by way of an
17:27:17 20 exceptional procedure, grant the said application for reasons
21 advanced in support thereof.
22 We will now proceed with the session in public and
23 M Jordash, you may continue with your exanination-in-chief --
24 MR JORDASH. Thank you
17:27:35 25 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: -- in public session now.
26 MR JORDASH:
. 27 Q So we are in a public setting, so don't say anything
ic

28 woul d reveal your identity. Don't say anything which would
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A Ckay.

Q Now, | want to just ask you about two or three things in
the very early years. Wen | say to you -- when | ask you do

remenber when the Gos left, do you know that? Can you

that tinme?

A Yes. Well, | can think for a while. I think from 1993

'94 when they left us, | think so.

Q And after that time do you renenber a tinme -- well, let

ask this question: After that tinme where were you living?

A Wien the Gos left?
Q Yes; where were you living?
A VWell, when we retreated in '93, we went back in '94; we

were in the bushes. Up to '95 we were in bushes. W were not
comng to town, we were in the bushes.

Q And in 1994, 1995, when you were in the bushes, was

pl enty of food?
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A While we were in the bushes we used to dig bush yans.

Then, that exhausted, then we went to pal m cabbage and then

kernel ; those were our foods.
Q Pal m what, did you say? Pal mcabbage?

A Pal m cabbage and bush yam and we used to harvest palm -

pal m -- pal m kernel and eat.

Q Was there any salt at that tine where you were |iving?
A At that tinme | have told you we were in the bushes. W
not get food -- salt to eat, except when that man nmade us to

| eave the bush, at that tinme now we used to get food and Maggi

eat .
Q Whi ch man made you get to | eave the bush?
A Let me show t he nane.
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Yes, pl ease.
A The man who took us out of the bushes, let nme show his

nane? You've told nme | should not show people's nane, that's

' m aski ng.
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Q You can show people's nanmes in this Court, but just do

show your own nane; okay?
A Ckay. But | should not show ny own name. Well, let ne

come to that point now. The man who took us out of the bush

'95, he was called M Issa. He took us out of the bushes.

Q And where did you go?

A We canme to the town. Sone people cane and settle in
Even nyself, | settled in town.
Q And why do you say it was |ssa Sesay who took you out of

sorry, you said Issa. Wy did you say it was |Issa who took

out of the bushes?

A The reason is, civilians, you don't -- you don't have

courage to cone to the town. His bodyguards, he used to

themto go -- to go and col |l ect people fromthe bushes. The
soldier's wifeis acivilian. The civilian's husband is a
soldier. So if we are all staying together, it will be nice
That was the reason he asked that we should be got out of the
bush and cone to town.

Q And when you cane into the town, what did you do for a

living, M Wtness? Wat did you do to get food?

A Well, we cane to the town. At that time, thank God at
time, at that tine. W used to there -- we used to go and
harvest palmnut, prepare it and got some palmoil, took it to

the wat ersi de and exchange it with salt, rice. That nman was



29 to give us rice. He gave us seed rice. He gave it to the Gb

and
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1 asked themto tell us to make farm that M |ssa; he nade us
2 began to farm
3 Q And when did you start to farn? Can you renenber which
4 year it was, M Wtness?
17:33:49 5 A At the end of the war, we began to farmin '97. It was
in
6 97 | started to farm |In 1997, that was the tine he gave ne
7 seed rice to farm
8 Q Now, you've told us about a particular job you began in
9 1997, so | want to nmove to 1997. | don't want to -- you to

17:34: 25 10 mention the job, but I want to ask you about 1997 onwards;
okay?

11 A Okay.

12 Q In 1997 --

13 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: And why should he not mention the job?
|

14 mean, he can nmention the job and we could redact it because

17:34: 44 15 t hought that we woul d have had the benefit of knowing his job
in

16 1997 during the cl osed session



17
nention

18
19

17:35: 01 20
Honour .

21
22
23
24
17:35:12 25
26

27
of

28

29
f ood

Page 120

pal m

3
4

17:36:03 5

MR JORDASH. Yes. | just thought it better not to

it nowthat we are in open session
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Wel | --

MR JORDASH: | don't think I need to anyway, Your

I think we can --

PRESI DI NG JUDGE: An way, let's nove on, please. Let's

nove on.
MR JORDASH:

Q You' ve told us you were G enmm; what were you doi ng?
Yes, | was in G enn.

Q And what were you doing to get food in 1997 to the end

t he war?

A In "97 we used to farm W used to farmand eat the
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and then we used to harvest pal mnut, prepared and took the

oil to the riverside to exchange it for rice and Mggi
Q On which farmdid you farnf
A On which farml was farmng? M own very farm M own

very farm
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Q And who worked on your farnf

A My own people, we used to work on that farm

Q Were your own people civilians or soldiers?

A They were civilians. | ama civilian; they were

t 0o.

Q And what happened to the harvest from your farn®

A Except to eat it; when we have our fanmily nenbers, a
stranger then we'll feed that stranger

Q Now, you have told us that you went to trade. How often

woul d you, in 1997, in 1998, and 1999 go to trade?

A I was not going there frequently. W used to go there

in a week. W used to go there once in a week. You would be

provided with your pass. Then you would go to the riverside

until that time you reached, you would not be allowed to go
t here.

Q What do you nean "that tinme reached you woul d not be

all owed to go there"? Wat does that nean?
A At that time they got -- the war had not cone to a end

completely. Acivilian all by hinself cannot work al one.

used to guard us to the waterside, after the trader would come
back.

Q So who would go to the waterside in 1997, 1998 and 1999

trade?

A Coming to us or which kind of people you will think; by
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whi ch part?

Q Was it civilians or soldiers who would go to the

in these three years to trade?

A Al'l of us, whether a civilian or a soldier, if a
had got a palmoil, the civilian would take it. If a soldier
a palmoil, that soldier would take the palmoil. They wll

and exchange it for what you want.

Q Well, where would civilians get palmoil fromto take to
t he wat ersi de?

A W used to go into the bushes and there harvest the palm

tree. Then, after that, we would prepare it and take it to

wat er si de
Q Was there any restriction on civilians going into the

bushes to get palmoil to take to the waterside, in these

years?
A Li ke what type of |aw?
Q Well, I'masking you to explain to the Court because you

were there. Was there anything which prevented civilians



19 this trade?

17:39: 22 20 A No, no, there was no |aw. Werever you want to --
21 whi chever bush you want to enter, you would be allowed to
enter.
22 VW were free.
23 Q Was it safe to go into the bushes to get palmoil?
f 24 A No. At that time we were free, we were free. W were
ree

17: 39: 46 25 for a while at | east.

26 Q And when the civilians and yourself went with the palm
oil,
27 what woul d you trade at the waterside?
28 THE | NTERPRETER:  Your Honours, could the |earned
counsel
29 take that question again?
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1 MR JORDASH:
2 Q In 1997 and 1998 and 1999, when civilians took pal m oi
to
3 the wat erside, what would they trade for the palmoil?
4 A Well, we used to carry the palmoil to the riverside?
We

17:40:34 5 needed salt and Maggi. That was what we were exchanging. |If

6 sonebody went, he would say: | wanted Maggi. |f you wanted a
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cigarette, it was a cigarette that would be given to you, when

you took your palmoil to the waterside, whatever you wanted

what it should be exchanged for

Q And who carried the palmoil that was the property of

civilians?

A Cvilian, if you harvested -- if you prepared your palm

you will take that palmoil. |If you have a big child, that

will carry it for you.
Q And the soldiers who took the palmoil, who carried the
soldiers' palmoil?

A They thensel ves were carrying it. |If a soldier could

carry his own palmoil then that means he had a relative, a

who would take it for him but | -- they thensel ves were

their palmoil to the riverside
Q And in 1997 and 1998 and 1999, was there anyone at the

wat er si de who you woul d neet ?

A To our own side?
Q To your own side.
A Yes. There were people. They used to lead us. Wen we

there there were contractors. There were contractors. Can |
show t heir nanmes?
Q Yes, please do.

A One was called Saleem They used to call hi m Mhaned
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Saleem A lot of people worked there, by rounds, but he was

| ast now. One ol der brother of mne, who was call ed Sengbe

he has now passed away, they were there.

Q And in these three year what did Sal eem do when you

there with these goods?

A He used to do good.
Q In what --
A Because, at tinmes, there was no food there. Wy selling

the palmoil? As long as there is palmoil they would buy it.

He used to do good to us. He was not taking anything fromus

t hank God.
Q Well, howwas it it was good for you that he was there?
Coul d you explain a bit nore, please?

A There were benefits. They -- our bel ongings that we

taking there, we were benefiting out of it because he was not
taki ng anything away from ne, because, as you took your

bel ongi ngs there he would not take anything fromit. He would
just give you back the same equival ent.

Q Was Sal eemthe only contractor there?



17:44: 37 20 JUDGE BOUTET: [ M crophone not activated] nake sense
He

21 gave the nane.
22 MR JORDASH:
23 Q Who was the other one?
| 24 A Well, there were many of themat the riverside, because
17:44: 37 25 didn't know all of them because the riverside, there were
many
26 riverside. That of ny sibling who was working with ne, who
has
27 now passed away, his nane is Sengbe.
28 Q And did the G5 have anything to do with this trade?
29 A Even if they had hands in that trade | cannot tell you
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1 because the Gbs were soldiers, because that of their
arr angenent
2 was only done by them so | cannot tell you
3 Q You nentioned a pass; who would you get a pass fronf
4 A Aha, aha. WelIl, there were different questions you are
- 17:45:14 5 asking. It is good to ask ne one question, then | answer it.
6 use to give us pass. You cannot go all by yourself. They

used



17:45: 36

There

17:46: 01

17: 46: 47

at

pal m

17:47: 06
doi ng

t hi nk

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

to give you pass before you go there.
Q Was there any restriction on who could get a pass, from

what you observed?

A Li ke what restriction?

Q Were there any civilians who were not allowed to have a
pass?

A No. Any civilian with a -- with something to carry you

woul d be given the pass to go. There was no restriction

was no payment for that.

Q Are you able to say how many civilians were farming in
Gema in these three years 1997, 1998 and 19992

A Those who were able to farmwere farnming. Probably nore
than 30 people were farmng. Everybody was able to farmcould
farm

Q Was the civilians doing any other type of work in G ena

that tinme?

A Yes. Sonme of themwere cultivating swanp, harvesting
tree.
Q Was there any other kind of work that civilians were

to make a living?
A That is the work | have shown.
PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Are you nearly finished?

MR JORDASH: Actually, for me that is a good tinme. |
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1 | can probably finish with the witness within one hour
t onmor r ow

2 nmor ni ng, at the nost.

3 PRESI DI NG JUDGE: Learned counsel, we will rise and
resume

4 the session tonorrow on the agenda that we know. Very well
and.

17:48:08 5 W hope that the agenda and the time frames woul d be
respect ed.

6 Thank you very nuch.

7 [ Wher eupon the hearing was adj ourned at
8 5.42 p.m, to be reconvened on Tuesday, the
9 27t h day of November 2007, at 9.30 a.m]
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